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Ok  Wetlnesday,  the  4tli  day  of 
Mardi,  ISOl,  the  Senate  of  the  United 
Btctes  JMsembled  in  ikdr  diftmber,  and 
ABtoa  Burr  took  the  oath  of  offiee  aa 
▼ioe-preaident  Soon  after,  Thomaa 
Jefibiaon,  attended  by  the  heads  of 
the  departments,  the  marshal 
of  the  district,  hh  oificers,  and 
other  gentlemen,  came  into  the  Senate 
chamber,  and  took  his  seat  in  that 
chair  of  which  he  had  himself  been 


the  occupant  for  the  pirrtMling  four 
years.  On  his  right,  Burr  \\m  seated ; 
imd  on  his  left,  John  Marahall,  the 
chief  justice  of  tiie  Usited  States. 
Alter  a  short  panse,  J^Bnson  arose 
and  addresaed  1^  andioioe  in  lihe  fol- 
lowing terms: 

"  Frienda  and  Felhw-Oitizena  ; 

"Called  upon  to  undertake  the  du- 
ties of  the  first  executive  office  of  our 
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emmtry,  I  avail  myself  of  tlie  pnaence 
of  that  portion  of  my  fellow-citSzens 
whidi  Ig  here  aawmbled,  to  exprem  my 

grateful  thanks  for  tlie  favor  with 
which  they  have  been  pleased  to  look 
towards  me,  to  declare  a  sincere  con- 
scionsness,  that  the  tiisk  is  ;ibo\"e  mv 
talents,  and  that  I  approach  it  with 
those  anxious  and  awful  presentiments, 
wliidi  the  greatntiBB  of  ike  diai^  and 
tlie  weakness  of  my  powen,  ao  justly 
insfwre.  A  rising  nation,  spread  over 
a  wide  and  ftiutfiil  land,  traversing  all 
the  seas  witli  the  rich  productions  of 
their  industry,  engaged  in  commerce 
with  nations  who  feel  power  and  forget 
right,  advancing  rapidly  to  destinies 
beyond  the  reach  of  mental  eye ;  when 
I  oontunplate  these  transcendent  ob- 
jects, and  aee  the  honor,  the  happiness, 
and  the  hopes  of  this  beloved  countiy 
conunitted  to  the  issue  and  the  auspices 
of  this  day,  I  shrink  from  the  eontem- 
plation,  and  humble  nn'self  before  the 
magnitude  of  the  undertaking.  Utter- 
ly, indeed,  shoidd  I  despair,  did  not  the 
presence  of  many,  whom  I  here  see, 
remmd  me,  that,  in  the  other  high  tat- 
thorities  provided  by  our  Constitution, 
I  shall  find  resources  of  wisdom,  of 
virtue,  and  of  zeal,  on  which  to  rely 
under  all  diffieultie'.  To  yon,  then, 
gentlemen,  who  are  charged  w'lih  tlu- 
sovereign  functions  of  legislation,  and 
to  those  associated  with  you,  I  look 
with  enoonragonent  for  that  guidance 
and  support  which  may  enable  ns  to 
steer  with  safety  the  vessel  in  which 
we  are  all  embarked,  amidst  the  con- 
flicting elements  of  a  troubled  world. 

"During    the    contest  of  opinion 
through  which  we  have  passed,  the  I 


[Bk.  V. 

aniu)ation  of  discussions  and  of  exer< 
tioDB  has  aometimeB  worn  an  aspect 
which  might  impoae  on  stran- 

gei"S  unused  to  think  freelj',  and 
to  speak  and  to  write  what  they  think ; 
but  this  being  now  decided  bv  the  voice 
of  the  nation,  announced  according  to 
the  rules  of  the  Constitution,  all  will  of 
course  arrange  themselves  under  the 
will  cS  the  law,  and  mute  in  common 
eifortB  for  the  common  good.  All  too 
will  bear  in  mind  this  sacred  principle, 
that  though  the  will  of  the  majority  is 
In  all  cases  to  prevail,  that  will,  to 
be  rightful,  must  be  reasonable;  that 
the  minority  poasess  their  equal  rights, 
which  equal  laws  must  protect,  and  to 
violate  which  woold  be  oppression. 
Let  us  then,  fellow^citizeng,  nnite  with 
one  heart  and  one  mind,  let  na  restore 
to  social  intercourse,  that  harmony  and 
aflfection  without  which,  liberty,  and 
even  life  itself,  are  but  dreary  things. 
And  let  us  reflect,  that  having  ban- 
ished from  our  land  that  religious  in- 
tolerance under  which  mankind  so  long 
bled  and  suffin^d,  we  have  yet  gained 
little^  if  we  countenance  a  political  in* 
tolerance,  as  despotic  as  wicked,  and 
capable  of  aa  bitter  and  bloody  pws^ 
entions.  Dnring  the  throes  and  con- 
vulsions  of  the  ancient  world,  during 
the  agonizing  spasms  of  infuriated  man, 
seeking  through  blood  and  slaughter 
his  loi^lost  liberty,  it  was  not  wonder- 
ful that  the  agitation  of  the  billowB 
should  reach  even  this  distant  and 
peacefbl  shore;  that  this  should  be 
more  felt  and  feared  bv  pome,  and  less 
by  others;  and  should  divide  opinions 
as  to  measures  of  safety;  but  every 
I  difference  of  opinion  is  not  a  differen<je 
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of  principle.  We  Iiave  called  l>y  dif- 
ferent naiaes  'brethren  of  the  same 

principle.  AVe  are  all  republicans ;  we 
are  all  federalists.  If  there  be  any 
among  us  who  would  wish  to  dissolve 
this  Union,  or  to  change  its  republican 
form,  let  tiiem  stand  undisturbed  as 
monnments  of  the  safSsty  with  whieh 
error  of  opinion  may  be  tolerated, 
where  reason  is  left  firee  to  combat  it 
I  know,  indeed,  that  some  honest  men 
fear  that  a  republican  government  can- 
not be  strong;  that  this  government 
is  not  strong  enough.  But  would  the 
honest  patriot,  in  the  fiill  tide  of  suc- 
oessfol  experiment,  abandon  a  goveni' 
m«it  whidi  has  so  &r  kept  ns  free  ^d 
firm,  on  tlir  theoretic  and  visionary 
fear,  that  Hm  goremment,  the  world's 
Ijest  hope,  may,  by  pofwiHlity,  want 
cucrgy  to  preserve  itself?  1  trust  not. 
I  believe  this,  on  tlie  eontrary,  the 
strongest  government  on  earth.  I  be- 
lieve it  the  only  one,  where  every  man, 
at  the  call  of  tiie  law,  would  fly  to  the 
standard  of  the  law,  and  would  meet 
invasions  of  the  public  order  as  his  own 
personal  concern.  Sometimes  it  ii^  said, 
tliat  man  cannot  be  trusted  with  the 
gDVcmment  of  liin:.*elf.  Can  he  then 
be  trusted  with  the  govemiiieut  of 
others  i  Or,  have  we  found  angels  in 
the  f<nm  of  Idngs,  to  govon  himt 
Let  histoiy  answer  this  qnestbn. 

^  Let  us,  then,  with  courage  an  1  i 
fidence,  pursue  our  own  federal  and 
republican  principles;  our  attachment 
to  union  and  reprejieutative  go\'eru- 
ment.  Kindly  separated  by  nature 
and  a  wide  ocean  £mn  the  exfeemdnat- 
ing  havoc  of  one  quarter  of  the  globe ; 
too  high-minded  to  endnie  the  degrar 
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datioDS  of  the  others;  posaesring  a 

chosen  country,  with  room  enough  for 
our  descendants  to  the  thousaTi'ltli  and 
thonsandtli  generation ;  entertaniing  a 
due  sen!?e  of  our  equal  right  to  the  Ui>e 
of  our  own  faculties,  to  the  acquisitions 
of  onr  own  indtntry,  to  honor  and  ooii* 
fidenee  from  our  flellow-eitizeiis,  resnltr 
ing  not  fttm  Inrth,  bnt  from  onr  ac- 
tions and  their  sense  of  them;  enlight^ 
ened  by  a  benign  religion,  professed 
indeed  and  praciised  in  various  forms, 
yet  all  of  them  inculcating  honesty, 
truth,  temperance,  gratitude,  and  the 
love  of  man;  acknowled^ng  and  ador- 
ing an  overruling  Providence^  which, 
by  aU  its  dispoisationB,  proves  that  it 
delights  in  the  happiness  of  man  hei-o, 
and  his  greater  ha])|HnesB  liereafter; 
with  all  these  blessings,  what  more  ini 
necessary  to  make  us  a  happy  and 
prosperous  people?  Still  one  thInL: 
more,  fellow-citizens,  a  wise  and  fnigul 
government,  which  shall  restrnin  men 
from  injuring  one  another,  shall  leave 
them'  otherwise  free  to  regulate  their 
own  pursuits  of  industry  and  im^ov^ 
nu'ut,  and  shall  not  take  from  tho 
mouth  of  laV)or  the  bread  it  has  earned 
This  is  the  sum  of  good  government 
and  this  is  necessary  to  dose  the  circle 
of  onrfrlidties. 

About  to  enter,  feUow-eitizeDS,  on 
the  eacercise  cf  duties  which  compre- 
hend evety  thing  dear  and  valuable  to 
you,  it  is  proper  you  should  understand 
what  I  deem  the  essential  principles 
of  our  government,  and  consequently, 
those  which  ought  to  shape  its  admin- 
isfcralicm.  I  will  compress  them  within 
the  narrowest  compass  they  wiQ  bear, 
stalang  the  general  princq)le,  bnt  not 
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all  its  limitations.  Equal  aud  exact 
jiLstice  tt'i  rtU  men,  of  whate%'er  state 
or  j>ersu!ii5ioji,  religious  or  political ; 
peace,  commerce,  aud  lioaccit  frieudslup 
with  aU  nations,  entangling  allianoea 
with  none;  the  support  of  the  state 
govemmentB  in  all  their  ij^ts,  as  the 
most  competent  ailiniuistrations  for  our 
domestic  concerns,  and  the  surest  bul- 
warks against  anti-repul>lican  tenden- 
cies; the  preservation  of  the  general 
government  in  its  whole  const! tntionHl 
vigor,  as9  the  sheet-anchor  of  our  peace 
at  home,  and  sa&t^  abroad ;  a  jealous 
care  of  the  right  of  electbn  by  the 
people,  a  mild  safe  corrective  of 
abuses  which  are  lopped  hj  the  sword 
of  revolution  where  peaceable  remedies 
are  unprovided ;  absolute  acquiescence 
in  the  decisions  of  the  majority,  the 
vital  principle  of  republics,  from  which 
there  is  no  appeal  but  to  force,  the 
vital  principle  and  immediate  parent 
of  despotism;  a  well-discipiined  militia, 
our  hest  idiance  in  peace,  and  for  the 
first  moments  of  w  ar,  till  regulars  may 
relieve  them ;  the  supremacy  of  the 
civil  over  the  mihtary  authority ;  econ- 
omy in  the  public  expen<se,  tlmt  labor 
may  be  lightly  burdened  j  the  honest 
payment  <^  onr  debts  and  sacred  pres- 
ervation <^  the  public  &ith;  enoour^ 
agement  of  sgricoltu'e,  and  com- 
merco  as  its  handmaid;  the  diffusion 
of  information,  and  arraignment  of  all 
abuses  at  the  bar  of  pnblic  reiison ; 
fi'eedom  of  religion ;  freedom  of  the 
press;  aud  iVeedom  of  person,  under 
the  protection  of  the  Jiahem  corpus; 
and  trial  by  juries  impartially  sdected. 
These  principles  form  the  bright  con- 
BteUadon  which  has  gone  before  na^ 


and  guided  our  steps  through  an  age 
of  revolution  and  reformation.  The 
wisdom  of  our  sages,  aud  blood  of  our 
heroes,  have  been  devoted  to  their  at- 
tainment: they  should  be  the  creed  of 
onr  political  faith,  the  text  of  cim  in- 
stmction,  tiie  touchstone  by  which  to 
try  the  services  of  those  we  trust ;  and 
should  we  wander  from  them  in  mo- 
ments of  error  or  of  alarm,  let  us  has- 
ten to  retrace  our  steps,  and  to  regain 
the  road  which  alone  leads  to  peace, 
hberty,  and  safety. 

"  I  repair,  then,  fellow-dtiseim,  to  the 
post  you  have  assigned  me.  AVith  ex- 
perience enough  in  subordinate  offices 
tobave  seen  the  difficulties  <^  this,  the 
greatest  of  all,  I  have  learned  to  ex- 
pect that  it  will  rarely  fall  to  tlic  lot 
of  imperfect  man,  to  retire  fi-om  this 
btution  with  the  reputation  and  the  fa- 
vor which  bring  Iiim  into  it.  Without 
pretensions  to  tiiat  high  confidence  you 
reposed  in  our  fiist  and  greatest  revo* 
lutionary  character,  whose  pre-eodnent 
services  had  entitled  him  to  the  first 
place  in  his  country's  love,  and  des- 
tined for  him  the  fairest  page  in  the 
volume  of  faivhful  history,  I  ask  so 
much  coulideuce  only  as  may  give  fiim- 
ness  and  effect  to  the  legal  adndnistrar 
tion  of  your  afibiis.  I  shall  often  go 
wrong  through  defect  of  judgment. 
When  rights  I  shall  often  be 
thought  wronp:  by  those  whose 
positions  will  not  cornmajid  u  view  of 
the  whole  gr(nmd.  1  ask  your  indul- 
gence lor  my  own  erroi-s,  which  will 
never  be  intentional;  and  your  support 
against  the  errors  of  others,  who  may 
oondonn  what  they  would  not^  if  seen 
in  all  its  parts.  The  approbation  tm- 
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plied  by  yonr  suffrage,  is  a  great  conso- 
lation to  me  for  the  past;  aud  my  fu- 
ture solicitude  will  be,  to  retain  the 
good  o])inion  of  those  who  have  be- 
stowed it  in  advance,  to  conciliate  that 
of  otheiis,  by  doiug  than  all  tho/good 
m  my  power,  and  to  be  inatmmsntal 
to  the  happiness  and  fi«edam  of  alL 

Belying  then  on  the  patronage  of 
your  good-will,  I  advance  with  obedi- 
ence to  the  work,  ready  to  retire  from 
it  whenever  you  become  st'nsiLle  how 
much  better  choices  it  is  in  your  power 
to  make.  And  may  that  Ltfinite  Pow» 
wbidi  roles  the  destinies  of  the  nni- 
f  eree,  lead  our  councils  to  what  is  best, 
and  give  them  a  fovorable  iasne  £>r 
your  prosperity." 

The  oath  of  office  was  then  adminis- 
tered by  the  chief  justice ;  and  Thomas 
Jefferson,  the  third  pi-ebideut  of  the 
United  States,  and  now,  in  the  fifty- 
eighth  year  of  lus  age^  retired  from  the 
SenateHshamber  with  high  hopes  and 
sanguine  expectations  of  tiie  soccessful 
prosecution  of  Itls  responsible  and  im- 
portant duties.  His  Inaugural  Address 
hoa  been  very  highly  lauded  on  the  one 
hund,  iiiid  q^iiite  aa  severely  criticised 
on  the  other.  The  imparfaal  reader 
most  judge  for  himself  of  its  menta ; 
it  win  repay  a  careful  examination. 
Mr.  Tucker  says  of  it ;  "  On  the  style, 
it  may  be  remarked,  that  though  it  is 
somewhat  ambitions  and  rhetorical  for 
a  state  paper,  it  does  no  discredit  to 
the  pains  which  had  been  evidently  be- 
stowed on  it,  aud  some  of  the  princi- 
ples it  contained  were  expressed  with 
a  sententious  and  felicitons  brevity^ 
which  made  so  lively  an  impression  on 
the  public  mind,  that  they  acquired 
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and  yet  retain  the  cnrrency  of  popnlar 

maxims." 

The  next  day,  with  the  consent  of  the 
Seuute,  the  president  appointed  JauH'-.-5 
Madison  secretary  of  state  ;  Henry 
Dearborn,  of  ilassachiisettB,  secretuiy 
cf  war;  and  Levi  Lincoln,  of  the  same 
state,  attorney-general.  The  secretariea 
of  the  treasury  and  of  the  navy,  Sam- 
uel Dexter  and  Benjamin  Stoddert, 
who  had  been  appointed  by  John  A<1- 
ams,  were  continued  in  office  a  shoi-t 
time ;  but  in  May,  Albert  Gallatin  was 
placed  over  the  treasnry ;  and  in  July, 
Robert  Smith,  <tf  Maiyland,  received 
the  secretaiyship  of  the  navy,  which 
Livingston,  chancellor  of  New  York, 
had  first  refused.  (lideon  Granger,  a 
Connecticut  republican,  was  at  the 
same  time  appointed  postmaster-gen- 
eral,* in  place  of  iiabeivjham  of  Geor- 
gia. And  tikese  nominatioia  did  not 
reoeiTe  the  confirmation  of  the  Smate 
tUI  the  2€th  of  Jannaxy,  1802. 

Two  days  after  liis  inauguration,  Jef- 
ferson wrote  to  John  Dickinson  with 
the  utmost  apparent  fervor  and  exulta- 
tion. The  pleasure  of  reading  his  let- 
ter, he  telk  him,  "  was  like  the 
joy  we  expect  in  the  mansions  of 
the  blessed,  whan,  reoayed  with  the  em« 
braces  cf  our  fbr^thers,  we  shaU  be 
welcomed  with  their  blessing  us  having 
done  ( iiT-  [i  trf  not  unworthily  of  them. 
The  storm  through  which  we  have 
passed  has  been  tremendous  indeed. 
The  tough  sides  of  our  Argosie  have 
been  thoroughly  tried.    Her  strength 


*  Tb«  poetOMster-geQcnl  was  not  made  a  membef 
of  the  edUmt  util  Am  adnniDiMaaiiait  of  AaSam 
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has  stood  the  wavea  into  which  she  was 
steered  with  a  view  to  sink  her.  We 
?hall  ])tit  licr  on  the  rejiubllcan  tack, 
and  sUo  will  now  show,  by  the  beauty 
of  her  motion,  the  skill  of  her  build- 
crs.  Itgare  apai-t,  our*  fellov-dtiaaui 
have  been  led,  hoodivinked,  from  ibeir 
principles,  by  a  most  eztroordinary 
combination  of  circwmetaQcea.  But 
the  band  is  removed;  and  they  now 
see  for  themselves.  I  liope  to  see 
shortly  a  perfect  consolidation ;  to  ef- 
fect which,  nothing  shall  be  wanting 
on  my  part^  ah(»i  of  tiie  abandoiimeiit 
of  tlie  prindples  of  the  Bevolntion. 
A  just  and  solid  republican  govern- 
ment maintained  here,  will  be  a  stand- 
inf^  monument  nnrl  example  for  the  aim 
and  imitation  of  the  people  of  other 
countnes;  and  T  join  with  yon  In  the 
hope  and  belief  that  they  will  see  fix>m 
onr  example,  that  a  free  govmunent  is 
of  all  ofJxen  the  most  enei^getie." 

The  new  praddent^  immediately  on 
his  entrance  upon  oflSce,  Ibnnd  liiraself 
in  a  perplexing  position.  The  party 
who  had  placed  him  in  his  coveted 
chair  had  got  the  idea,  that  they  were 
entitled  to  the  rewards  of  exertion,  and 
that  aU  tlie  patronage  of  the  govern- 
ment was  to  be  bestowed  npon  them  ex- 
clndvoly.  Hie  present  holdm  of  of- 
flee,— most  of  tliem,  by  the  way,  hav- 
ing been  appointed  by  "Washington, — 
were  of  course,  to  be  removed,  and  the 
many  friends  and  supjiorters  of  the  Tiew 
dynasty  were  to  be  put  in  their  ]»luces. 
The  democracy  were  clamorous  for  the 
spoils;  the  federalists  were  ansioosly 
waiting  the  result  which  the  president 
and  dominant  party  had  reached  on 
thisquestbn.  ]jidis<»iminate  removals, 


it  was  felt,  would  be  unwise,  and  very 
bad  policy :  while  at  the  same  time,  it 
was  perfectly  certain,  that  nothing 
short  of  a  very  large  excision  would 
suffice  to  quiet  the  eager  expectants 
for  office  and  pow«.  Mr.  Hale,  notic- 
ing the  fret  tibat  it  was'  bnt  natwal 
that  Jefferson  and  the  men  who  elected 
him,  should  wish  that  their  friends 
should  have  a  fair  share  in  the  offices 
under  government,  states  wlint  is  worth 
remembering  in  our  jioliticnl  history: 
"  He  set  the  lirst  example  of  a  president 
removing  men  from  office  because  their 
political  cpinionB  diifered  from  his  own." 
It  is  wor^  remembering,  too,  (hat  '*by 
the  frequent  exercise  of  the  powtt*  of 
removal  for  this  cause  alone,  more 
strength  must  be  given  to  the  national 
government,  and  especially  to  the  ex- 
ecutive— that  branch  which  freemen 
should  watch  with  most  jealoasy— than 
by  the  most  latitndinarian  constmction 
of  the  Constttotionwhidi  any  federalist 
was  ever  disposed  to  give  to  it"* 

Writing  to  James  ISfonroe,  on  the  Vth 
of  March,  the  president  thus  speaks  • 
"  I  suspect  that  an  incorrect  idea  of  my 
views  has  got  abroad.  I  am  in  ho|)es 
my  Inaugural  Address  will  in  some 
measure  set  this  to  tights,  as  it  will 
present  the  leading  objects  to  be  con- 
ciliation, and  adherence  to  sonnd  prin- 
ciple. This  I  know  is  impracticable 
with  the  leaders  of  the  late  faction, 
whom  i  abandon  as  incurable^,  and 
will  never  turn  an  inch  out  of  ray  way 
to  reconcile  them.  But  with  the  main 
body  of  the  frderaliata,  I  believe  it 
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very  practicable.  •  .  .  These  peo- 
ple (I  always  exdnde  ihar  leaden) 

aie  now  aggregated  witli  us  ;  theylooik 
with  a  certain  degree  of  affection  and 
confidence  to  tlie  administration,  ready 
to  become  attached  to  it^  if  ii  avoids 
in  the  outset^  acts  which  might  revolt 
and  throw  tliem  ojj.  To  give  time  Ibr 
peKfeot  eonaolidatioA  seems  pradent  I 
have  fimily  lefosed  to  follow  the  comb 
sels  of  thoee  who  have  d^ired  the  giv- 
ing offices  to  8ome  of  their  leaden,  in 
order  to  reconcile.  I  have  given,  and 
will  give,  only  to  republicang,  under 
exLstiug  ch'cumstunces.  But  I  believe, 
with  others,  that  deprivations  of  office, 
if  made  on  the  grotnid  of  polifeioal 
principles  alone,  would  revolt  our  new 
eonvertSy'  and  give  a  body  to  leaders 
who  now  stand  alone.  Some  I  know 
must  be  made.  They  mnat  be  as  few 
aa  possible,  done  gradually,  and  bot- 
tomed on  some  malvei'sation  or  inherent 
disqualification.  Where  we  shall  draw 
the  line  between  letsimng  all,  and 
none,  is  not  yet  settled,  and  will  not 
be  till  we  get  our  adnumstration  to- 
gether; and  perhaps,  even  then  we 
shall  proceed  a  Utms^  balancing  onr 
measures  according  to  the  impression 
we  perceive  them  to  make." 

To  Mr.  Giles,  under  date  of.  the  23d 
of  March,  Jefferson  avowed  his  deter* 
minatioD,  1.  To  remove  all  who  had 
been  agipointed  by  Mr.  Adams  after 
the  election  was  known.  S.  All  wlio 
had  been  guilty  of  misconduct:  8.  Not 
to  remove  thoee  who  merely  differed 
from  the  republican  party,  except  the 
attorneys  and  marshals  of  the  federal 
courts. 

The  importance  of  this  point,  and 
Vol.  m.— « 


the  mamier  in  which  the  presoit  ad 
ministration  set  the  example^  which  has 

been  only  too  faithfully  copied  ever 
since,  demands  the  reader's  thought- 
fid  consideration.  An  extract  or  two 
more  from  Jefferson's  letters  will  help 
to  elucidate  his  views  and  the  course 
he  adopted. 

was  not  deluded,**  he  writes  to 
Elbridge  Gerry,*  "  by  ^e  enlogimns  of 
the  public  papers  in  the  &st  mo- 
ments of  cb  ange.  If  they  could 
have  continued  to  get  all  the  loaves  and 
fishes,  that  is,  if  I  would  have  gone  over 
to  them,  they  would  have  continued  to 
eulo^pze.  But  I  well  knew  that  the 
moment  that  sm^  removab  dioold  take 
p3ao^  as  ilie  justice  of  the  pireeeding 
administfation  ought  to  have  executed, 
their  hue  and  cry  would  be  set  up,  and 
they  would  take  their  old  stand.  I 
shall  disr^ard  that  also.  Mr.  Adams's 
last  appointments,  when  he  knew  he 
wa^  naming  counsellors  and  aids  for 
me,  and  not  for  himself  I  set  aside  as 
fas  as  depends  on  me.  Officers  who 
haye  been  gidlty  of  groea  abuses  of  of 
fice^  snch  as  mMsh^b  pacfcasg  jexies, 


*  NotwitblUDding  the  ton«  of  Kr.  Jefferson's  re- 
mnkslnUi  Inwiganil,  upon  fbs  ''benign  religion" 
which  the  American  people,  as  a  people,  professed  and 
warn  goidad  bgr,  ba  oooqpiaa  a  ooosidarabla  portion  of 
hia  lettcartoChnjindm^Mtftaoaerinireimipari 
aon  between  tlio  printers  of  newspapers  and  the  clergy. 
Ihe  Ibnner  End  it  to  their  interest  to  keep  up  and 
crente  party  noiao  nd  dbtarlionee :  equally  so,  he  as> 
■?crta  of  the  latter.  "Tho  mild  «md  simple  principk« 
of  the  Christian  philosopby  would  produce  too  nucb 
caba,  too  unuh  regulari^  of  good,  to  extroot  fixNa  its 
disciples  a  support  for  a  numerous  priesthood,  were 
they  noitooophisticateit,  rami^it,  split  it  into  haus, 
and  twist  Hs  tazti,  ontil  they  omer  tte  dirine  monlity 
of  its  Author  with  myBteries,  and  rcx^iiire  a  priusthood 
to  explain  them."    See  Tocker's  "  lift  qf  J^em*^ 

vol  a,  p.  M. 
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etOi,  I  diall  now  remove,  flS  xny  pred^ 

cessor  onglit  in  justice  to  have  done. 
The  instances  will  be  few,  and  governed 
by  strict  nile,  and  not  party  passion. 
The  right  of  opinion  shall  pufler  no 
invasion  from  me.  Thtee  who  have 
acted  well  hun  wMag  to  fWj  Imt' 
ever  they  may  hm  differed  from  me 
in  epimon:  those  who  have  done  ill, 
however,  have  nothing  to  hope;  nor 
shall  I  fail  to  do  justice  lest  it  should  I»c 
ascribed  to  that  difforei:ce  of  opinion." 

In  another  letter,  he  writes  to  Levi 
Lincoln:  "We  are 'proceeding  gradu- 
ally in  the  regenentixm  of  offices,  and 
mtrodndng  repoUicans  to  some  share 
'  in  them.  I  do  not  know  that  it  will 
be  piidied  fiartiher  than  was  settled  be- 
fore you  went  away,  except  as  to  Essex 
men.  I  nnist  nsk  you  to  make  out  a 
list  of  tliosc  in  office  in  youi-s  and  the 
neighboring  ntates,  and  to  furniiih  me 
with  it  ...  I  understand  that 
Jackson  is  a  very  detennked  one, 
thoogli  in  private  life  amiable  and  hon- 
orable^ But  amiable  monarchists  are 
itoi  subjects  of  republican 

confidence,  ^^^lat  will  be  the 
effect  of  his  j  eniov.al  ?  How  should  it 
be  timed  ?  "Wlio  his  successor  ?  AVhat 
place  can  General  Lyman  properly  oc- 
cupy?" 

To  the  bitter  Temonstrance^  of  the 
merehants  of  New  Haven,  wlio  &lt  it 

hard  that -an  effedive  officer,  of  unsul- 
lied character,  should  be  displaced  in 
behalf  of  an  old  man,  who  was  so  dim- 
sighted  that  he  couM  scarcely  sign  his 
own  name,  Jefferson  replietl  at  length. 
One  paragraph  contains  the  follow- 
ingI  lament  sincerely  that  ones- 
aential  dififerences  of  ojunion  should 


ever  have  been  deemed  sufficient  to  in- 
terdict half  the  society  &om  the  rights 
and  the  blessings  of  self-government, 
to  j)roscribe  them  as  unworthy  of  every 
trust.  It  would  have  been  to  me  a  cir- 
cumiitauce  of  gi'eut  rehei^  had  I  found 
a  moderate  participation  of  office  in 
the  hands  of  the  migori^.  I  woold 
gladly  have  left  to  time  and  accident, 
to  raise  them  to  their  just  sharCi  But 
their  total  exclusion  calls  for  promptei 
eorrectioas.  I  shall  correct  the  pi-o- 
c(  dure  ;  but  tliat  done,  return  with  joy 
to  that  state  vt  things,  when  the  only 
questicm.  concerning  a  candidate  shall 
be,  Is  he  honest!  Is  he  capable?  Is 
he  fai&M  to  the  OonstitntiMm  f" 

Tlie  judges  recently  appointed  under 
the  new  judiciary  act,  (see  vol.  ii.,  p. 
513,)  were,  as  we  have  seen  above, 
marked  by  Jefferson  for  removal. 
"Between  the  13th  of  February  and 
the  4th  of  Mardi,"  says  the  author  of 
the  '*FamiHar  Letters,"  ** all  the  judges 
were  appdnted  by  1&.  Adams,  and  the 
commission  issued.  The  individuals 
selected  for  these  offices  were  men  of 
high  standing,  and  worthy  of  all  oonfi* 
dence.  But  the  popular  cry  was 
set  up,  and  the  measure  vehe- 
mently condcumed  by  all  the  Jeffersoni- 
ah  party.  The  judges  were  called  *  the 
midnight  judges  of  John  Adaiin,*]n  aiU 
luoon  to  the  supposed  time  of  appoint- 
ment, at  the  close  of  his  official  duties. 
He  said  that  he  regarded  (though  one 
can  liarflly  credit  that  he  did  so)  all  IMr. 
AdamsT?  ajjpoiutment.s  after  the  14th 
of  February,  while  the  llouise  of  Kep- 
resentatives  were  balloting  for  presi' 
dent,)  as  absolntdy  void.  This  must 
be  understood  to  mean,  that  thoi^li 
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Mr.  Ai^AnM  was  constitutionally  presi- 
dent up  to  the  midnight  hour  of  the 
3(1  of  March ;  yet  he  otiirTit  to  liiive 
-^tiVmitteJ  his  will  to  that  of  hia  suc- 
c('^--i)r,  and  sliould  have  refrained  from 
carrying  an  act  of  Congress  into  effect, 
wlufili  mJglit  not  conform  to  iliat  irilL 
On  the  eame  principle,  Mr.  Jeffbaon 
witbheld  ihe  cfnunuasioiis  of  oertain 
magistrates,  whom  ^fr.  Aduru.s  had  ix\>- 
pointed,  in  the  District  of  Columbia. 
The  commissions  were  made  ont  and 
ready  for  delivery,  but  IVIr.  Jetierstm 
ordered  tlieiii  to  be  suppreased. 
One  of  thejie  magiitrutes,  JMr. 
Harburj,  applied  to  the  Snpreme  Court 
for  a  writ  of  mcmdeumu  to  Kr.  Madi* 
son,  the  new  secretary  of  state,  to  de- 
liver his  commission.  But  after  an  able 
investigation  of  coustitiitional  law,  the 
court  did  not  ^raut  the  niotiou.  Mr. 
Jefterson  found  a  commission,  duly 
made  out  and  signed  by  Mr.  Adams, 
appointing  a  genUemaa  district  judge 
in  Rhode  Idaad;  this  he 
Mtpfpreeeed,  «id  appointed  one  'in 
irhom  he  oonld  confide.' " 

Under  date  of  May  14th,  Nathan- 
iel Macon,  of  North  CaroUna,  obtained 
from  the  president,  the  follo^vIng  an- 
swer's to  some  queiies  of  liis,  in  respect 
of  certain  matters  not  touched  upon  in 
the  Inaugural  Addzeee. 
'^I^veeB  are  done  away  with. 
^Tlie  first  commndeation  to  the  next 
Congress  will  be,  like  all  subieqiient 
ones,  by  message,  to  which  no  answ^ 
will  be  expected. 

"  Tlie  diplomatic  establishment  in  Eu- 
rope will  be  reduced  to  three  minii^ters. 

"  The  compensation  to  collectors  de- 
pende  on  you,  and  not  on  me. 


"The  army  b  nndeigoing  a  chaste 

reformation. 

"The  navy  wiU  be  reduced  to  the 
legal  establishment  by  the  last  of  this 

mouth. 

"  Agencies  in  eveiy  department  will 
be  revised. 

<*Weaha]lpnah  yontothe  nttermoBt 
in  economiang. 

A  yery  early  reoommendatuMX  had 
been  given  to  the  postmaster-general 
to  employ  no  printer,  foreigner,  or  rev- 
olutionary tory,  in  any  of  his  offices. 
TJiin  department  is  still  untouched, 

"  The  arrival  of  Mi*.  Gallatin,  yester- 
day, completed  iJie  organisation  of  our 
administration." 

One  of  the  first  acta  of  Jefferson's 
adnmuatrataom  was,  to  tend  Mr.  Daw- 
son, a  member  of  Congress,  as  a  special 
messenger  to  France,  with  the  treaty 
lately  concluded  with  that  nation,  duly 
ratified,  (see  vol.  ii.,  p.  501.)  lie  took 
occasion  at  the  same  time,  under  date 
of  March  18th,  to  send  to  the  no> 
torioQB  TliomaB  Paine,  ^'aaBuranoes  of 
hifl  high  esteem,  and  afiectionate  a^ 
tachment,"  and  to  oiFer  to  this  ^reviler 
lx)th  of  General  Washington 
and  of  tlie  Christian  relic^on," 
a  passage  home  in  the  United  States 
sloop  of  wai'  Maryland.  As  might 
have  been  expected,  the  oppodtion 
availed  itself  <^  this  eondnct  of  the 
preudeut  to  beatow  npon  'him  some 
aliarp  and  bitter  censure.*  In  this  le^ 
ter  to  Paine,  the  president  also  stated, 
that  he  had  appointed  Robert  £.  Liv- 

*  For  the  letter  to  Paine,  and  Mr.  Tuckcts  remarks 
upon  JeffiiiBon's  ooaduct,  see  '^L\f»  <(f  J^mtn^ 
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ingston,  chancellor  of  Nev  Torlc^  min- 
uter-ploiipotaitiiiiy  to  IVance.  He 

was  not,  however,  to  take  his  departni  o 
from  the  United  States  until  intelli- 
gence should  he  received  of  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  Convention.  Ti-snii<rstou, 
we  mav  hero  mention,  sailed  for  France 
in  tlie.  uutumu  of  the  present  year.  " 

The  party  which  had  just  taken  the 
mns  of  power,  had,  as  we  have  seen, 
no  great  love  for  the  navy ;  and  in  ac* 
cordance  with  Mr.  Jefferson's  wishes,  a 
law  had  been  passed  for  its  reduction, 
the  sale  and  dismantling  of  the  ships, 
etc.  Tlio  iin])iident  demand,  however, 
of  the  pusha  of  Tripoli,  forced  the 
president  to  avail  himself  of  the  naval 
ann;  and  accordingly,  in  May,  Com- 
modore Dale  was  ordered  to  the  Med- 
iterranean with  a  squadron  of  tJiree 
frigates,  and  a  sloop  of  war,  to  act  as 
occasion  might  require.  It  appears, 
that  Yussuf  Caramalli,  jiaslm  of  Ti-i- 
poli,  having  dispossessed  his  brother 
Ilamet,  held  that  dependency  of  the 
Porte;  and  hearing,  in  1800,  of  the 
gifts  made  to  Algiers  and  Tmiis,  re> 
solved  to  have  his  foil  share  of  the 
spoib  of  the  rising  nation,  and  to  num- 
ber amongst  his  tributaries  also,  the 
youthful  Republic  of  the  west.  Just 
at  this  time,  too,  the  other  Bailjary 
states  were  in  a  veiy  quarrelsome  mood 
with  America.  Algiei-s  complained 
that  ihe  tribute  was  in  azrear.  INmk 
foimd  J^nlt  with  the  quality  of  the 
goods  sent;  certain  planks  and  oars 
were  too  short;  and  guns  of  a  particu- 
lar description  were  greatly  wanted. 
Morocco  also  had  intimated  a  general 
disgust  at  the  increasing  marine  of  tlie 
new  naval  power,  which  had  as  yet 


[Be.  V. 

brought  no  good  to  it  Yussuf  accord- 
ingly  charged  ^e  American  govern- 
}iient  witli  nnfiiimeas,  in  bestowing  up* 

on  him  no  more  than  some  paltry  grfr 
tuities,  whilst  Tunis  had  so  much  more, 
and  Alters  had  even  received  a  frigate 
And  he  told  the  consul  tliat  he  would 
wait  for  six  mouths  for  a  present  iu 
money,  and  if  it  did  not  arrive  by  that 
time,  would  declare  war  against  the 
United  States;  He  was  as  good  as  his 
word  too ;  for  no  money  having  come 
by  the  day  lie  liad  designated,  on  May 
the  14th,  1801,  the  flag-btaff  of  the 
American  consulate  was  cut  down,  aud 
the  declaration  of  war  was  fully  made. 
"  Thus  our  concessions  to  one  nest  of 
pirates,  in  1795,  preferred  as  an  alters 
native  to  completing  and  sending  out 
the  six  frigates  that  had  been  condi- 
tionally authiniBed  by  the  act  of  Con 
gress  of  tlic  year  before,  to  impose  hy 
force  of  arms,  our  own  terms,  naturally 
provoked  and  encouraged  the  cupidity 
and  in^jolence  of  another." 

Clommodore  Dale  arrived  at  Gibral- 
tar on  the  Ist  oi  July,  and  found  the 
Tripolitan  admiral  lying  in  the  liarbor 
with  a  frigate  of  twen'^<fliz  ^^^^ 
and  a  brig  of  sixteen  guns. 
Notwithstanding  the  admiral's  af«??ur- 
ances  of  peace.  Dale  tliought  it  l)est  to 
leave  one  of  his  ships  to  watch  them. 
Another  ve^el  he  sent  along  the  north- 
em  shore  to  act  as  convoy  to  the  Amer- 
ican trade ;  and  with  the  other  two  ap- 
pearing befim  Algiers  and  Toms,  al- 
layed most  of  the  resentment  affected 
by  those  powers,  by  the  mere  sight  of 
his  broadside.  Soon  afterwards  the 
little  Enterprise,  a  twelve-gun  schooner, 
under  conmia&d  of  Lieutenant  iSterrettk 
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makiiig  for  "MaLia^  fell  in  iriih  a  pol- 
acre'rigged  Tripolitan  aldp  of  foartem 

guns,  and  in  a  mnning  eomibftt  of  three 
houi-s,  whicli  wiiB  tvi'ice  renewed  by  tlie 
pirates  after  tlicy  liad  struck,  com- 
pletely disabli  d  lier,  killing  or  wound- 
ing lii'ty  of  her  crew,  witkout  the  l<m 
of  a  single  man.  The  instructions  of 
the  Ankoncan  commander  not  pmnitp 
ting  him  to  cany  the  Teaeel  isif  be  pro- 
oeeded  to  dismande  her.  "  "Her  arma. 
ment  was  thrown  oveiLoard,  and  she 
wa^  stripped  of  every  thing  Lut  one  old 
Bail  and  a  single  spar  that  were  left  to 
enable  her  to  reach  port.  After  at^ 
tending  to  the  wounded,  (the  whole 
crew  was  bat  eighty,  and  only  thirty 
were  fomid  living  after  the  fight,)  the 
prize  was  abandoned,  and  it  is  imder> 
stood  that  a  long  time  elapsed  before 
she  got  in.  When  her  unfortunate 
Rai-s  appeared  in  Tripoli,  even  his 
woimdd  did  not  avail  him.  He  wa.s 
placed  on  a  jackaas,  paraded  through 
the  streets,  and  received  the  bastinado." 
It  will  readily  be  conceived,  that  the 
IMpolitan  pirates  had  little  encourage- 
ment to  meet  American  vessels  of  war 
in  future ;  and  we  find  that,  from  this 
date,  tliey  entertained  a  very  salutary 
terror  of  those  who  were  as  as 
the}-  were  willing  to  give  their  enemies 
such  effectual  caatigation.* 
,  Dale  did  not  maintain  a  very  zdgid 
blockade,  bot  kept  a  most  vi^lant 
watch  against  the  attacks  of  Tanis  and 
Alters  as  well ;  visiting  various  ports, 
and  convoying  the  merchantmen  of  the 
United  States  whenever  requisite.  The 
two  Tripolitans  at  Gibralfcjr  were  ren- 


dered  pofectly  useless  to  the  pasha, 
and  although  the  dey  solicited  pass* 

ports  for  their  crews,  his  request  was 
denied.  At  the  end  of  No^■eml)er,  in 
accordance  with  his  iustructionH,  the 
gaUant  ccmimodore  returned,  with  his 
own  ship  aud  the  Euterprise,  leaving 
the  Philadelphia  and  the  Essex  to  look 
after  the  interests  of  the  Union  in  that 
quarter. 

On  the  Ctli  of  November,  the  presi- 
dent addres.^ed  a  circular  to  the 
heads  of  the  departments,  in 
which  was  unfolded  his  plan  of  pro- 
ceeding; and  sketching  tlie  practice  of 
Washington's  admim^tratiou,  iu  con- 
trast with  that  of  John  Adams,  he  sig- 
nified his  purpose  of  acting  upon  hk 
former  chieTs  scheme,  until  experience 
should  suggest  any  improvements.  Pro- 
fessing his  "  unlimited,  unqualified,  and 
unabated"  confidence  in  his  ministers, 
not  one  of  whom  could  he  change  to 
liis  better  satisfaction,  "  if  he  had  the 
universe  to  choose  from he  distinctly 
disavowed  his  intention  of  sufibing 
the  government  to  be  parcelled  ont^** 

among  four  independent  heads,^  as  in 
his  opinion,  had  been  the  case  with  hia 
immediate  predecessor.  It  will  be  seen, 
as  we  proceed,  that  Thomas  Jeffei-son 
was  as  good  as  his  word  in  regard  to 
these  matters. 

The  seventh  Congress  commenced  ita 
session,  in  tiie  dly  of  Washingttm,  on 
Monday,  the  Yth  of  December.  Both 
ui  the  Seoate  and  in  the  House,  the 
democratic  party  had  a  clear  working 
majority,  and  accordingly,  Abraham 
Baldwin  Wiiis  elected  president  ^>r(0  fern- 
jxn-e  of  the  Senate,  and  Nathaniel  Ma- 
con, speaker  of  the  House.  Bayaid, 
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the  federalist  candidate  for  speaker^  re- 
ceived only  twenly-eiz  votes ;  not  half 
those  whidi  were  g^ven  for  Macon, 

Jefferson,  as  we  have  seen  above,  de- 
termined to  adopt  a  different  mode 

of  communicating  witli  Conn^'e«is  from 
that  adopted  Ly  Wn?^liini^tim  and  Ad- 
ams, lie  tliouglit  the  sj)eeelies  and 
answers  of  the  two  llouit^s,  savored  too 
mneh  of  the  forms  of  royalty ;  and  so 
he  prepared  a  message  instead  of  a 
speedi,  which  he  sent  with  an  explana- 
tory letter,  to  tlie  president  of  the  Sen- 
ate and  the  speaker  of  the  ILuise. 
Tins  plan,  we  may  mention,  has  been 
followed  by  Jetferson'a  succfssors* 
The  message  was  in  the  followuig 
terms. 

"'Fdlow-OitizeM  of  the  ^naUmd  Bouse 
(ff  Repremttativee : 
*^  It  is  a  circiunstanee  of  sincere  grati- 


*  "It  was  one  of  Mr.  JcfTcrgon's  nfonua.  Van 
fiNiiurwtfof  «MembKns  flw  two  HonsastobMran 

ftdtlre^s  in  jhtsoti  from  the  prt'sulent,  returning  an  an- 
swer to  it,  tlie  two  ilouscs  goiiig  in  fonn  to  present 
Oieir  antwier,  «nd  the  tetmentioo  of  npotod  tasaaSH^ 
tecs  to  arraiifrt'  Hio  details  of  these  cercinonio;m  iiiM't- 
in^  being  con&idcred  too  doM  ma  imitatioa  of  the 
royal  mode  of  opening  %  Brttfah  peifiament.  Some 

of  tliC  flfiiioi  rntu'  frktuls  of  Mr.  JcfTl'rsoii  doubted 
wbcther  this  change  was  a  refimn  in  that  put  of  it 
whi«*  expensed  with  the  answer  to  the  pra!deot 

TljLir  view  of  it  was,  llial  llio  aiis\v(rr  Id  tlic  speech  or 
mctiiMge,  afforded  a  regular  occasion  for  speaking  to 
Am  state  of  dw  ITnion,  and  to  all  the  topics  presented ; 
which  speaking,  losing  ifii  rcgtilar  vent,  would  after- 
wards break  out  irregularly,  in  the  discusstoo  of  par- 
Uoulsr  meantrei,  and  to  the  fattemiptiom  of  the  lKiBf« 
ness  on  hand.    Experience  has  devil  ripe!  thnl  irregu- 
laiity  and  another— that  of  spealdng  to  the  messael^ 
OD  thenotiom  to  fdier  particular  daoscs  of  It  to  ap> 
propriatc  committci-s ;  thereby  dcUyin;:  the  n  fi  ri  ik-o  ; 
and  io  (me  instance,  during  Mr.  Fillmore's  adininistra-  ; 
Hon,  pnTCnttog  die  raftmioe  durii^  the  catin  see-  i 
lion."    Benton's  "  AhridgtmnU      tt0  JkbaUt  of  ' 
CvngreUf^  voL  iL,  p.  &41.  | 


fication  to  me,  that  on  meeting  the 
great  coondl  of  our  nation,  I  am  able 
to  announce  to  them,  on  groimds  of 
reasonable  certainly,  that  the  wan  and 

troubles  which  have  for  so  many  years 
afHieted  our  .^i>tor  nations  have  at  length 
come  to  an  einl,  and  that  tlie  commu- 
nications of  j)eace  and  commerce  are 
ouce  more  oj>eiiiug  among  them.  While 
we  devoutly  retnm  'thanks  to  the  be- 
neficent  Bemg  who  has  been  pleased  to 
breathe  into  them  Ihe  spirit  of  oonciU< 
atic>n  and  forgiveness,  we  are  bound 
with  peculiar  gratitude  to  be  thankful 
to  him  that  our  own  peace  has  been 
preserved  through  so  perilous  a  season, 
and  ourselves  permitted  quietly  to  cul- 
tivate the  earth  and  to  practise  and  itn- 
]jrove  those  arts  which  tend  to  increase 
our  oomlbrtB.  The  assurances,  indeed, 
of  fiiendly  disposition,  recdved  from 
all  the  powers  with  whom  we  have 
principal  relations,  had  inspired  a  con- 
fidence that  our  peace  with  tliem  would 
not  have  been  disturbed.  But  a  ce«^sa- 
tion  of  the  irregularities  which  had  af- 
fected the  commerce  of  neutral  nations, 
and  of  the  irritaiionB  and  injuries  pro> 
duced  by  -diem,  cannot  but  add  to  this 
confidence ;  and  sti^engthens,  at  the 
same  time,  the  hope,  that  T>-roni::::s  com- 
mitted on  unoffending  friends,  under  a 
pressure  of  circumstances,  will  now  lie 
reviewed  with  candor,  and  will  be  con- 
sidered as  founding  just  claims  of  retri- 
bution for  the  past  and  new  assurance 
for  the  fotore. 

"Among  our  Bldian  neighhoi-s,  also, 
a  spirit  of  peace  and  friendship  gener- 
ally prevails ;  and  T  am  happy  to  infonn 
you  tliat  the  continued  efforts  to  intro- 
duce among  them  the  implement^*  and 
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ih0  pncdce  of  Imsbandij,  and  of  iho 
honsehcdd  arta^  liaye  not  lieea  witboiit 
soeoeeB;  that  tliey  are  becoming  more 

jiTvl  more  sensible  of  the  siipen'onty  of 
tins  dependence  for  clotliiiiL:  ;'iifl  sul> 
siijtence  over  the  preciiiiou.s  resuui\-es 
of  huutiiig  and  iLshiug;  uud  already 
we  are  able  to  atmovnoe,  that  instead 
of  that  conatant  diminiifioii  of  thdr 
numben,  produced  by  theu*  ware  and 
thdjT  wantB,  some  d  them  begin  to  ex- 
perience an  increase  of  population. 

"To  this  state  of  general  peace  with 
wliich  we  have  been  blessed,  one  oidy 
exception  exists.  Triixjli,  the  least  cou- 
nderable  of  the  Barbary  states,  had 
come  forward  with  dmnaadi  mifoiinded 
ather  in  r^ht  or  in  compact,  and  had 
penuitted  itself  to  denounce  war,  on 
our  failure  to  comply  before  a  given 
day.  The  style  of  the  demand  admits 
ted  but  01)0  answer.  I  sent  a  small 
squadron  of  fiigatfis  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, with  assurances  to  that  power 
of  our  wnctee  devre  to  remain  in  peace, 
but  with  orders  to  protect  our  com- 
merce against  the  threatened  attack. 
The  measure  was  seasonable  and  salu- 
tary. Tlie  bey  had  already  declared 
war  in  form.  His  cniisers  weie  out. 
Two  had  arrivetl  at  Gibraltar.  Our 
commerce  iu  the  Mediterranean  wu^^ 
blockaded  and  that  of  the  Atlantic  in 
periL  The  arrival  of  our  aqaadron 
dispeUed  the  danger.  One  of  the  Tri* 
poOtan  eroisera  having  fallen  in  with 
and  engaged  the  small  schooner  Enter- 
prise, commanded  by  Lieutenant  Ster- 
rett,  whieli  had  fjone  as  a  tender  to  our 
larger  ve^tiL*,  was  captured,  after  a 
heavy  slaughter  of  her  men,  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  one  on  our  part. 


Hie  biETery  exhibited  by  onr  citiiena 

on  that  element,  will,  I  trust,  be  a  tes- 
timony to  the  world  that  it  is  not  the 
want  of  that  virtue  which  makes  us 
seek  their  peace,  but  a  conscientious 
desire  to  dii-ect  the  energies  of  our  nar 
tion  to  the  multiplication  of  the  human 
race,  and  not  to  its  destmcdon.  Un- 
authorized by  the  Constitution,  without 
the  sanction  of  CongreeSi  to  go  beyond 
the  line  of  defence,  the  ve^el  being 
disabled  from  committnip;  further  lios* 
tilities  was  liberaterl  with  its  crew. 
The  legislature  M  ill  doubtle>ts  consider 
whether,  by  autliori/iig  measures  of 
o£fence  also,  they  will  place  our  force 
on  an  equal  footing  with  that  of  ita 
adversaries.  1  communicate  all  mate> 
rial  information  on  this  subject,  that  in 
the  exercise  of  the  important  function 
confided  by  the  Constitution  to"  the 
leprislature  exclusively,  tlieir  judgment 
may  form  itself  on  a  knowledge  aad 
consideration  of  eveiy  circumstance  of 
weight. 

wish  I  could  say  that  our  sitnalion 
with  all  the  other  Barbary  states  was 

entirely  satisfactory.  Discovering  that 
some  delays  had  taken  place  in  the 
perlbnnance  of  certain  articles  stipu- 
lated by  us,  I  thought  it  my  duty,  by 
immediate  measures  for  fulfilling  them, 
to  vindicate  to  ourselves  the  right  of 
conridering  the  ^fect  of  departure  from 
.stipulation  on  their  ride.  ¥rom  the 
papers  which  irill  be  laid  before  you, 
you  will  be  enabled  to  judge  whether 
our  treaties  are  reirardcd  1^'  them  as 
fixing  at  all  the  measui'e  of  their  de- 
mands, or  as  guarding  from  the  exercise 
of  force  our  vesseb  within  their  power: 
and  to  consider  how  <ar  it  will  be  safe 
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and  expedient  to  leaTe  oar  affion  with 
them  in  tiieir  present  posture. 

"I  lay  before  you  the  result  of  the 
ceogus  lately  taken  of  our  inhabitants} 
to  a  conformity  with  which  Ave  are  to 
reduce  the  ensuing  rates  of  representar 
tion  and  taxation.  You  will  perceive 
that  the  increaiie  of  numbers  during 
the  last  ten  yean^  proceeding  in  geo- 
metrical ittlaio,  prcanises  a  di^catioo 
in  little  more  than  twenty-two  years. 
We  contwnplate  this  rapid  gi'owth  and 
the  prospect  it  holds  up  to  us,  not  with 
a  view  to  tlie  injuries  it  may  enahk'  ua 
to  do  to  othei-3  in  some  future  day,  but 
to  the  settlement  of  the  extensive  coun- 
try still  remaining  vacant  within  our 
limitji,  to  the  mnltipUcatum  of  men  am- 
ceptible  of  happtnesa,  educated  in  the 
love  of  order,  habituated  to  self-gov- 
emmenti  and  valning  its  hleaeings  above 
all  price. 

•'Other  circumstnnfe«,  combined  with 
the  increiLse  of  numhei-s,  have  pro<bicod 
an  augmentation  of  revenue  arising 
from  consumption,  in  a  vatio  &r  herjrond 
that  of  population  alme,  and  though 
the  chaoges  of  fiiragn  relationa  now 
takmg  place  so  desirably  for  the  world 
may  for  a  season  affect  this  branch  of 
revenue,  yet  weighing  all  probabilities 
of  expense,  as  well  as  of  income,  tlieie 
is  reasonable  ground  of  confidence,  that 
we  may  now  safely  dispense  with  all 
the  internal  taxes,  comprehending  ex.' 
cbes^  Btamps,  auctions,  licenses,  caiv 
riages,  and  refined  angan,  to  which  the 
.  postage  on  newspapns  may  he  added, 
to  facilitate  the  progress  of  informa- 
tion, and  that  the  remaining  sources  of 
revenue  will  he  sufficient  provide 
fnr  the  support  of  government,  to  pay 


the  interest  of  the  public  debts,  and  to 
dischaige  the  principals  in  shorter  pe- 
riods than  the  laws  or  the  general  ex 
pectation  had  contemplated.  War,  in- 
deed, and  untoward  events,  may  change 
this  pix)9pect  of  things  and  call  for  ex- 
penses which  the  imposts  could  not 
meet ;  but  sound  principles  will  not  jus* 
tify  onr  taxing  the  industry  of  our 
feUow-eitizens  to  accumulate  treasure 
for  wars  to  happen  we  kno^  not  when, 
and  which  might  not  perhaps  happen 
but  fi-oin  the  temptations  o£Eiared  by 
that  treasure. 

"  These  views,  however,  of  reducing 
our  burdens,  are  formed  on  the  expec- 
tation that  a  sensible,  and  at  the  same 
lame  a  salntaiy  reduction,  may  take 
place  in  our  habitual  expenditures. 
For  this  purpose,  those  of  the  dvil 
goyemment,  the  army,  and  navy,  will 
need  revisal. 

"  When  we  consider  that  this  govern- 
ment Ls  charged  witli  the  external  and 
mutual  relations  only  of  these  states; 
that  the stateflthemselvea  have  the  prin- 
(dpal  care  of  our  persons,  our  property, 
and  our  reputation,  constituting  the 
great  field  of  human  concerns ;  we  may 
well  doubt  whether  our  organization  is 
not  too  complicated,  too  expensive ; 
whether  offices  and  officers  have  not 
been  nmltiplied  unuecessiu'ily,  and  some- 
times injuriously  to  tlie  service  they 
wsn  meant  to  promote.  I  will  cause 
to  be  «aid  before  you  an  essay  toward 
a  statement  of  those  who,  under  pubhc 
employment  of  various  kinds,  draw 
money  from  the  treasury  or  from  our 
citizen^!.  Time  has  not  permitted  a 
perfect  enumeration,  the  ramifi<*ations 
of  office  being  too  multi])lied  and  re- 
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mote  to  be  completely  traced  in  a  firat 
trial  Among  those  wlio  are  depend- 
ent on  exeentiTe  disoeticni,  I  hsTe  be- 
gan the  rednctioxL  of  what  was  deemed 
neoessaiy.  The  expenses  of  diplomatic 
agency  have  heen  considerably  diinin- 
islu'ii.  The  inspectors  of  internal  rev- 
enue, who  were  found  to  ohstract  the 
accountability  of  the  institution,  have 
been  diaoontimied.  fievenl  agencies 
created  by  ezecntive  aatborily,  on  sal* 
ariee  fixed  by  that  alao^  have  bem  sap- 
pressed,  and  I  should  suggest  the  expe- 
diency of  regulating  that  jK)wer  bylaw, 
80  as  to  subject  its  exercises  to  legis- 
lative inspection  and  sanction.  Other 
reformations  of  the  same  kind  will  be 
pursued  -with  that  caution  which  is  re- 
quisite in  removing  nsekas  things,  not 
to  injure  what  is  retained.  Bat  the 
great  mass  of  public  offices  is  estab- 
lished by  law,  and,  therefore,  by  law 
alone  can  be  abolished.  Should  the 
legislature  think  it  expedient  to  pass 
this  roll  iu  review,  and  try  all  it.s  ])arts 
oy  the  test  of  public  utility,  they  may 
be  aaBdred  of  werj  aid  and  hght  which 
exeenlive  information  can  yield.  Con< 
siderii^  the  general  tendencrf  to  multi- 
ply offices  and  dependencies,  and  to  in- 
crease expense  to  the  ultimate  term  of 
burden  which  the  citizen  can  Leiir,  it 
behooves  uh  to  avail  oui-selves  of  every 
occasiou  which  preaeuts  iUielf  for  taking 
<^ihe  snreharge ;  that  it  never  maybe 
seen  here  tiiat^  aftw  leaving  to  labor 
the  smallest  portion  of  its  eaniiags  on 
which  it  can  subsist)  govmmient  shall 
itself  consume  the  residue  of  what  it 
was  in^^titutoil  to  guard. 

"In  our  cave  too  of  the  public  contri- 
butions intrusted  to  our  direction,  it 
Vou  ]|[^ 
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would  be  prudent  to  multiply  barriers 
against  their  dissipation,  by  appropriat- 
ing' qpecifie  soms  to  every  speeific  pvir- 

pose  susceptible  of  definition;  by  dis- 
allowing all  applieatioos  q{  money  var 
ryiTig  from  the  appropriation  in  object 
or  transcendintr  it  in  amount ;  by  re- 
ducing tile  uiiJfcfined  field  of  contingen- 
cies, and  thereby  circumscribing  discre- 
tionary powers  over  money;  and  by 
bringmg  back  to  a  single  department 
all  aoeonntabilities  for  money  whore 
the  examination  may  be  prompt,  e£Beai- 
cious,  and  uniform. 

"An  account  of  the  roceipt^  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  last  year,  as  jM-cpared 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  will 
as  osual  be  lidd  before  yon.  The  suc- 
cess whidi  has  attended  ike  late  saka 
of  the  pnbHc  lands  shows,  that  with 
attention  they  may  be  made  an  impor- 
tant source  of  receipt  Among  the 
payments,  tliosc  made  in  discharge  of 
the  principal  and  interest  of  the  national 
debt  will  show  that  the  public  faith  has 
been  exactly  maintained.  To  these  will 
be  added  an  estimate  of  appropriAti<mB 
neoessaiy  for  the  ensung  year.  This 
last  will  of  course  be  efieeted  by  soch 
modifioations  of  the  systems  of  expense 
m  you  shall  think  proper  to  adopt. 

"A  statement  has  been  formed  by  the 
secretary  of  war,  on  mature  considera- 
tion, of  all  ihc  posts  and  stations  where 
garrisons  will  be  expedient^  and  of  the 
nnmber  of  men  reqaisite  for  each  gar- 
risCMi.  The  whole  amount  is  oonaidera- 
l)ly  short  of  the  present  military  estaK 
lishment  For  the  surplus  no  particular 
use  can  be  pointed  out.  For  defence 
against  invasion  their  number  is  as 
nothing;  nor  is  it  conceived  needlul  or 
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safe  that  ft  Btanding  amy  shoold  be 
kept  up  in  time  of  peace  for  that  pur- 
pose. Uncertain  as  we  must  ever  be 
(  r  tho  particular  point  in  onr  dlrcum- 

f(.*roiico  wliere  an  enemy  mny  choose  to 
invade  us,  the  only  force  which  can  be 
ready  at  every  point  and  com}>etent  to 
oppose  them,  is  the  body  of  neighboring 
dtizena  as  formed  into  a  mlHtia.  On 
these,  collected  frcan  the  parts  most  con- 
ytaiient^  in  nnmben  proportioiied  to  the 
invading  foe,  it  is  best  to  rely,  not  only 
to  meet  the  first  attack,  but  if  it  threat- 
ens to  be  permanent,  to  maintain  the 
defence  until  regulars  may  be  en^a^ed 
to  relieve  them.  These  considerations 
render  it  important  that  we  should,  at 
wery  seaaion,  o(mtbne  to  amend  the 
defects  which  from  time  to  time  show 
themselvea  in  the  laws  for  regulating 
the  T  until  they  am  anffidmily 
perfect.  Nor  should  we  now  or  at  any 
time  separate,  until  we  can  say  we  have 
done  evei-y  thinjr  for  the  militia  which 
we  could  do  were  an  enemy  at  our 
door. 

"Th»  provielona  of  mi£tary  stores  on 
hand  vili  be  hid  before  yoQ|  that  yon 
may  judge  of  the  additions  stiU  requi- 
site. 

"  With  respect  to  the  extent  to  which 
our  naval  preparations  should  be  car^ 
ried,  some  difference  of  opinion  may  be 
expected  to  appear  j  but  just  attention 
to  the  drcamstances  of  every  part  of 
the  Uniim  will  donbtleflB  reoonoik  aU. 
A  small  force  will  probably  continue  to 
be  wanted  for  actual  service  in  the 
Mediterranean.  "V\niatever  annual  sum 
beyond  that  you  may  think  proper 
to  ap[)ropriate  to  naval  ])reparations, 
would  perhajw  be  better  employed  in 
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providing  those  anides  which  may  be 
kept  without  waste  or  consumption,  and 
be  in  readiness  when  any  exigenoe  calls 
them  into  ns&    Fro^ess  has  been 

made,  a.«i  will  appear  by  papers  now 
coninninicated,  in  providing  materials 
for  sevonty-four  gun  ships,  as  directed 
by  law. 

'*How  &r  the  anthorily  given  by  the 
legialatiire  fat  proenzing  and  establish* 
ing  sites  for  naval  purposes  has  been 

perfectly  understood  and  pureued  in 
the  execution,  admits  of  some  doubt 
A  statement  of  the  expenses  already 
incurred  on  that  subject  shall  be  laid 
before  you.  I  have  in  certain  cases 
suspended  or  slackened  these  expendi- 
taresy  that  the  l^psbtore  might  deter^ 
mine  whether  so  many  yards  are  neces^ 
sary  as  have  l)een  contemplated.  The 
works  at  this  fiaee  arc  among  those 
permitted  to  go  on;  and  five  of  the 
.seven  frigates  directed  to  l>e  laid  up 
have  been  brought  and  laid  uj)  here 
where,  besides  the  safety  of  their  posi- 
tioUf  they  are  nnder  the  eye  of  the  ex- 
eeative  adniinistration,  as  weU  as  of  its 
agents,  and  where  yoorselves  also  will 
be  guided  by  your  own  view  in  the 
legislative  provisions  respecting  them 
which  may  from  time  to  time  be  neces- 
sary. They  are  preserved  in  such  con- 
dition, as  well  the  vessels  as  whatever 
belongs  to  them,  as  to  be  at  all  times 
ready  for  sea  on  a  short  warning.  TSro 
othos  are  yet  to  be  laid  np  so  soon  as 
they  shall  have  received  the  repairs  re- 
quisite to  pat  ihem  ako  into  sound  cgd.- 
dition.  As  a  superintending  officer  will 
be  necessary  at  each  yard,  his  duties 
and  emoluments,  hitherto  fixed  by  the 
executive,  will  be  a  more  proper  sub- 
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ject  for  legislation.  A  communication 
will  also  be  made  of  our  progre^i?  lu 
ihe  ezeenfion  of  the  law  respeetiog  the 

vessels  directed  to  be  sold. 

**The  fortifications  of  our  harbors, 
more  or  less  advanced,  present  consider- 
ations of  great  diflScolty.  While 
some  of  them  are  on  a  scale  snffi- 
cicntly  proportioned  to  the  advantages 
of  their  position,  to  the  efficacy  of  their 
protection,  and  the  importance  of  the 
points  withm  it^. others  are  so  ezteneiTe, 
will  cost  60  much  in  their  flmtereddon,  so 
much  in  their  maintenance,  and  require 
such  a  force  to  garrison  them,  as  to 
make  it  qiiestional)le  what  is  best  now  | 
to  be  done.  A  statement  of  those  com- 
menced or  projected,  of  the  expvDBea 
already  incurred,  and  estimates  of  their 
future  cost,  so  far  as  can  be  foreseen, 
shall.be  laid  before  you,  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  judge  whetlier  any  at- 
tention is  necessary  in  the  laws  respect- 
ing this  subject. 

"Agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce, 
and  navigation,  the  fonr  pillais  of  our 
prosperity,  are  the  most  thriviog  when 
left  most  free  to  individiial  mtwprise. 
Protection  from  casual  embarrassments, 
however,  may  sometimes  be  seasonably 
interposed.  If  in  the  conrse  of  your 
observations  or  inquiries  they  shonid 
appear  to  need  any  aid  withiu  the  lim- 
its of  our  constitntional  powers,  your 
sense  of  their  importance  isasnfficientas- 
Borance  they  will  ooeapy  your  attention. 
We  cannot,  indeed,  but  all  feel  an  anx- 
ious soUcitnde  for  the  ditiiculties  under 
which  our  carrying  ti  ade  will  soon  be 
placed.  How  far  it  can  l>e  relieved, 
otherwise  than  by  time,  is  a  subject  of 
important  consideration. 


"The  judiciary  sptem  of  the  United 
States,  and  ei^»ecia]ly  that  portion  of 
it  recent!^  erected,  will  of  conrse  pre- 
sent itself  to  the  contemplation  of 

Congi-ess;  and  that  they  ninv  be  able 
to  judge  of  the  proportion  which  the 
institution  hvar-^  to  tlic  business  it  has 
to  perform,  I  have  caused  to  be  pro- 
cured from  the  several  states,  and  now- 
lay  before  Congress,  an  exact  statement 
of  all  the  causes  decided  nnce  the  first 
establishment  of  the  courts,  and  of 
those  which  were  depending  when  ad- 
ditional courts  and  judges  were  brought 
in  to  their  aid. 

"And  while  on  the  judiciaiy  organiz- 
atiou,  it  will  be  worthy  your  eonsider- 
atiott,  whether  the  protection  of  the 
inestimable  institution  of  juries  has 
been  ezt^ded  to  all  the  i^ses  involv- 
ing the  security  of  our  persons  and 
property.  Tlieir  impartial  selection 
also  being  e>.-*entinl  t  )  their  value,  we 
ought  further  to  consider,  whether  that 
is  suffidently  secured  in  those  states 
where  they  are  named  by  a  marshal 
depending  on  ezecutive  irill,  or  desig- 
nated by  the  court  or  by  officers  de- 
pendent on  them. 

"I  cannot  omit  recommending  a  re- 
visal  of  the  laws  on  the  subject  of  nat- 
uralization. Considering  the  ordinary 
chances  of  human  Ufe,  a  denial  of  citi- 
zenship  under  a  residence  of  fourteen 
years  is  a  denisl  to  a  great  proportion 
of  those  who  a^'it,  and  controls  a  pol« 
icy  pnrsoed  from  their  first  settlement 
by  many  of  these  states,  and  still  be- 
lieved of  consequence  to  their  prosper- 
ity. And  shall  we  retake  the  unhappy 
fugitives  fi*om  distre.ss  that  ho9f>itHlity 
which  the  savages  of  the  wilderness 
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extended  to  our  fitHiera  arriving  in  tbia 
land!  Shall  oppreaaed  hnmamtj find 

no  a<_vlum  on  this  globe  ?  The  Con^-ti- 
tution,  indeed,  has  wisely  provided  that, 
for  at!  mission  to  certain  offices  of  im- 
poitant  trust,  a  residence  shall  be  re- 
quired sufficient  to  develop  character 
and  design.  Bat  might  not  the  general 
character  and  capabilities  of  a  dtizen 
be  baidj  conunimicated  to  every  one 
manifesting  a  lonA  Jide  poipoee  of  em- 
barking his  life  and  fortnnes  pmna- 
nently  with  ns  ?  with  restrictions,  per- 
haps, to  guard  against  tlie  fraudulent 
usurpation  of  our  flag- ;  an  abuse  whicli 
briugii  BO  much  embairassment  and 
on  the  genuine  dfusm,  and  so  much 
danger  to  ^e  nation  of  being  involred 
in  war,  that  no  endeaTor  should  be 
spared  to  detect  and  suppre^  it. 

"These,  fellow-citizens,  are  the  matters 
respecting  the  state  of  the  nation  which 
1  liave  tliought  of  imyiortance  to  be 
S5ubmitt«d  to  your  consideration  at  this 
time.  Some  others  of  less  moment,  or 
not  yet  ready  for  oommonication,  will 
be  llie  subject  of  separate  measagea 
I  am  happy  in  this  opportunity  of  com- 
mitting the  arduous  affairs  of  our  gov- 
ernment to  the  collected  wisdom  of 
the  Union.  Nothincr  shall  l)e  wantini' 
on  my  part  to  inform,  as  fur  as  in  niy 
power,  the  legislative  judgment,  nor 
to  carry  that  judgment  into  MthM 
execution.  Hie  pmdence  and  tmper- 
LHce  of  your  diacussioris  will  promote, 
•vvitliin  your  own  walk,  that  conciliation 
which  so  much  ])efncnds  rational  con- 
clusion ;  and  by  its  example  will  en- 
courage among^  our  constituents  that 
progress  of  opinion  which  L»  tending 
to  unite  them  in  olject  and  in  will. 


That  all  should  be  satufied  with  any 
one  order  of  things  is  not  to  be  ex- 

]>ected,  but  I  indulge  the  pl^wufing  per- 
suasion that  the  great  body  of  our  cit- 
izens will  cordially  concur  in  honest 
and  disinterested  efforts,  which  have 
for  their  object  to  preserve  tlic  general 
and  state  governments  in  their  consti- 
tutional form  and  equilibrium ;  to  main* 
tain  peace  abroad,  and  order  and  obe- 
dience  to  the  laws  at  home ;  to  estab- 
Ibb  principles  and  practices  of  admin- 
istration favorable  to  the  f?ecnrity  of 
liberty  and  jiroperty;  and  to  reduce 
expeiii?es  to  what  is  necessary  for  the 
useful  purposes  of  government." 

The  measage  of  die  bead  of  the  re- 
publican party  was,  aooording  to  Mr. 
Tucker,  violently  assailed  by  the  fed^ 
ralists.  "The  points  deemed  most  ex- 
ceptionable, or  at  letist  most  vulncralde 
to  attack,  were  the  reduction  of  the 
revenue,  the  aniiy,  and  navy,  the  revis- 
ion of  the  judicial  system,  and  the  pro- 
posed &dlity  to  naturaliiation;  all  of 
which  they  atbibuted  either  to  fiJse  or 
yiaionary  notions  of  gomnment,  or  to 
an  unprincipled  sacrifice  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  nation  to  popular  preju- 
dices. The  very  mode  of  communicac 
tion,  which  has  since  received  the  sanc- 
tion of  general  usage,  and  which  is  in 
accordance  with  the  universal  practice 
in  the  states,  did  not  escape  censure; 
that  was  am^ed  as  jooceeding  from 
an  overweening  deGore  of  popularity, 
and  a  covert  design  to  cast  an  in^^dious 
shade  on  the  character  ^  f  General 
Washington  and  Mr.  Adains. 

"  All  these  measures  were  the  more 
unacceptable,  becau.sc,  if  they  had  a 
fixrinnate  isme,  they  would  be  at  once 
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a  practical  rebixke  en  iheir  own  couse 
when  in  power,  and  a  triumphaut  yuh 
dication  of  that  of  the  repnblicans. 
The  test  talents  of  the  party  were, 
therefore,  pat  in  requisition,  to  "bring 
them  into  discredit  with  tlie  people, 
and  to  show  tliat,  so  far  as  tliev  were 
able  to  reduce  the  taxes,  and  yet  muka 
good  the  public  engagements,  they  were 
indebted  to  the  sdiemes  of  ftoanoe  in> 
trodoced  by  their  predecenont,  and 
which  they  had  inyaiiably  opposed. 
TIio  general  expreBsioDa  of  philan.* 
tlii-opy  Avliicli  occasionally  found  u  place 
in  the  message,  were  sneered  at  a^^  nn 
offering  to  a  spurious  philosophy  then 
in  vogue ;  and  disaster  and  ruin  were 
confidently  predicted  to  the  nation  for 
committii^;  the  reins  to  thoee  who  had 
neither  the  skill  nor  firmness  to  guide 
them  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son had,  however,  the  consolation  of 
knowing  that  his  course,  so  ohnox- 
ious  to  his  adversaries,  was  approved 
by  his  friends,  who  constituted  a  great 
majority  of  the  American  people  j  and, 
confident  that  it  was  adapted  to  the 
solid  interests  of  the  nati<Hi,  as  well  as 
suited  to  its  ruling  tastes,  he  trusted  to 
time  to  justify  him  in  the  ^es  of  the 
fairer  portion  even  of  his  opponents."* 
His  biographer  is  confident,  that  Jeffer- 
son wiis  not  diaappohited  in  this  ex- 
pectation. The  reader  will  be  better 
able  to  judge  wlien  he  has  reached  the 
dose  of  the  third  president's  career. 

The  party  now  in  power  determined 
to  carry  their  plana  oi  reform  and  econ- 
omy into  exccntion  tts  speedily  as  pos- 
sible.  The  first  measure  of  impoi'tance 

•  Tucker's  ''  Life  ^  Jiffflerton,"  vol  ii,  pp.  10«-9. 
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introduced  by  them  into  Congress,  was 
that  &r  the  renrion  (as  it  was 
called,)  of  the  federal  judiciary. 

From  some  cause  or  other,  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son enteitained  no  likini?  for  the  ar- 
rangements whicli  estaljlished  the  su- 
preme judicial  tribunal  to  decide  the 
great  (j^uestions  which  would  come  be* 
fore  it  for  adjudication;  and,  as  we 
have  noted,  he  took  it  very  ill  of  John 
Adams  and  the  federal  party,  that  they 
had  enacted  certain  laws  on  this  sub- 
ject and  appointed  men  to  fill  the  chairs 
in  the  coui-t.^  of  the  United  States. 
I  Writing,  on  the  10th  of  December, 
to  Juhu  Dieklusoa,  Jellcjrson  states, 
amongst  other  things,  beariug  upon 
his  polt^ My  great  anziefy  at 
present  is,  to  avail  ourselves  of  onr  as- 
cendency to  establish  good  principles 
and  good  practices;  to  fortify  lepnUi* 
canism  behind  as  many  barriers  as  pos- 
sible, that  the  ontworts  may  give  time 
to  rally  and  save  the  citadel,  should 
that  be  again  in  danger.  On  tfieir  part 
(hej/  have  retired  into  the  judiciary  as 
a  stronghold.  There,  the  remiuna  of 
federalism  are  to  be  preserved  and  fed 
from  the  treasury ;  and  from  that  bat* 
tery  all  the  works  of  republicanism  are 
to  be  beaten  down  and  erased.  By  a 
fraudulent  use  of  tlie  Constitution, 
which  has  made  judges  irremovoMe^ 
they  have  multiplied  useless  judges 
merely  to  strengthen  thdr  phaliuix." 

A  bill  to  repeal  the  law  respecting 
the  drcoit  courts,  under  which  those 
who  were  designated  as  "midnight 
judges"  had  been  appointed,  was  ac- 
cordingly bronLrht  in,  early  in  January, 
and  warmly  debated  in  both  Houses 
of  Congress.   The  president  had,  as  he 
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intimated  in  his  message,  obt^ed  from 
every  state  an  acconnt  of  the  whole 
nnraber  of  causes  tried  since  the  insti- 
tution of  the  national  (government, 
under  uu  impression,  it  would  seeui — 
an  idea  which  the  federalists  ridiculed 
— that  the  nnmbar  of  the  snitB  was  the 
measure  of  the  iitiHiy  and  neoesnty  of 
the  existing  organi^atioiL 

James  A.  Bayard  was  the  chief 
speaker  against  the  repeal,  in  the 
House  of  I\oj>r»^sentativc.s ;  and  Wil- 
liam B.  Giles  led  tlie  debute  on  the 
other  side.  In  the  Senate,  Gouvemeur 
Morris  and  Stevens  T.  Mteon  were  the 
principal  advocates  of  federal  and  re- 
poblican  views  on  this  snlgect.*  Hie 
arguments  in  &vor  of  the  repeal  most 
relied  on,  were,  that  the  new  eowrts 
were  useless,  and  that  there  was  no 
constitutional  objection  to  abolishinL' 
them.  And  the  ground  taken  in  o})pu- 
sitiou  by  the  federalists  waa,  that  Con- 
gress had  not  the  power  to  de- 
prive the  judges  of  Hidr  sta* 
tions  by  the  indirect  course  of  repeal- 
ing the  law  under  which  they  had  been 
appointed. 

Some  members  of  the  bar  at  Phila- 
delphia, republicans  too,  memorialized 
Congi-ess,  reciting  the  great  inconve- 
niences sustained  nnder  tho  old  law 
"  by  the  oonrt,  the  bar,  and  the  soit* 
on  — ^the  evib  ariang  from  die  want 
of  "  opportunity  for  reflection  and  re- 
pose*^  experi^ioed  by  the  judges  when 
"  constantly  engaged  in  traversing  the 
states and  irom  the  circamstancc  that 


•  For  tho  V\n^  find  able  speeches  of  these  gcntle- 
toea,  BC9  \\'iUL<iton's  "Sioquenct  0/  the  United  Slatet," 


they  were  called  to  preside  in  s^tee, 

"the  laws,  usages,  and  practices  of 
which  were  essentially  different  from 
those  in  which  they  were  educated  f — 
the  honorable  character  of  the  recently 
appointed  judgets; — the  increased  con- 
fidence of  the  pnUic  in  the  conrts: — 
and  after  stating  that  "the  inevitable 
consequences  of  the  late  system  were 
embarrassment,  uncertainty,  and  delay," 
declared,  that  "the  aboritlon  of  tlie 
court  will  probably  be  attended  with 
great  public  inconvenience." 

The  federalists  did  not  fully  believe 
that  their  antagonists  would  dare  to 
repeal  this  law;  and  should  the  re- 
publicaos  attack  it,  tiiey  expected,  as 
Mr.  Tucker  says,  that  ^it  would  afford 
themabnndnnt  materials  to  bring  thdur 
adv^ei-saries  into  discredit  with  the  peo- 
ple ;  who  would  thus  have  their  eyes 
oj)ened,  and  f9ee  that  those  who  luid 
been  advocates  for  a  strict  interpreta- 
tion of  the  Constitutioo,  oonld  be  nUrsr' 
latitndinarian  in  coostroing  it^  when  it 
suited  tilieir  purpos&  So  confident  were 
they  of  the  advantage  they  would  have 
over  their  opponents  in  this  argument, 
that  they  actually  wished  the  latter 
would  carry  their  |)urpo8e  into  execu- 
tion. They,  at  all  events,  hoped  they 
would  attempt  it,  as  whether  they  suc- 
ceeded or  failed,  it  would  fiuniah  them 
with  the  same  frnitM  theme  of  party 
reproach,  and  of  msildng  eloqdent  n|> 
peal^;  in  behalf  of  the  violated  €!ouBti- 
tution."* 


•  Mr.  Justice  istory  bm  well  enumerated  Oie  rea- 
sons for  the  tenure  of  ofiBce,  determined  by  the  Con. 
stituti  m.  f  r  the  members  of  the  judiciary.  To  ren- 
der that  branch  of  the  government  a  s&fcguard  against 
tbo  cDcnuluiuikte  of  pw^  afUa  lod  flw  fjxwayni 
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After  an  earnest  and  protracted  de- 
bate, which  continued  for  sixtecu  days, 
the  repeal  was  effected  by  a  vote  in  the 
Ilouae,  of  fifty-uiue  to  thirty-two.  In 
the  Senate,  the  republican  party  ob- 
tained the  repeal  by  only  a  single  TOte.* 
It  k  admitted  by  l£t.  Tucker,  whoee 
words  we havequoted  above — aLthoogli 
*t  might  be  mueh  more  strongly  stat- 
ed— t  hat  "  the  course  taken  by  the  ma- 
jority of  the  legislature,  in  the  repeal 
of  the  judiciary  act,  did  not  receive 
the  unanimous  support  of  the  republi- 
can party.  To  those  who  r^arded  the 
independence  of  the  judges  as  a 
principle  in  free  gOTemmenta,  the  repeal 
appeared  to  be  contrary  to  the  spirit  and 
meaning  of  the  Constitution ;  as, 
if  the  judges  could  be  deprived 
of  their  offices  by  the  abolition  of  the 
courtij,  the  provision  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, by  which  they  were  to  hold  them 
dm'ing  good  Iduimar^  was  rendered 


fltetton;  to  Mean  the  people  agdtial  Am  btaoiioiial, 
M  well  as  the  unintentional,  usurpations  of  the  execu- 
tive and  IcgtslatiTe  dtfwrtmeais ;  to  confer  upon  H  Uie 
weif^t  requintfl  fbr  Vbm  fldfflmentflf  Ha  ftmelloo  tmder 

the  Constitution,  of  acting  at  once  as  «)m[)lenipnt  and 
as  check  to  the  other  two  branches ;  it  was  needful 
thiit  the  Jndiebiy  ahodU  bo  tndepaDtoit;— Mding 
office  during  gcod  Itliettior  ;  for  o'ln  rv,  ■  (he  judges 
would  800O  be  rendered  odiooa,  not  l>e<^ii80  thej  did 
wrongs  bat  beoMue  fhivf  nlbaad  to  do  wraog;  tod 
would  become  more  dependent  upon  the  nppointirif; 
power,  and  secure  nothing^  but  their  own  places,  and 
tbt  appnlMrfiaii  «f  tiioM  irtio  valwd,  beauM  fh^ 
knew  the  use  of  them ;  and  in  rio  other  way  could 
there  be  any  practical  restraint  upon  the  acts  of  the 
government,  or  any  practical  enfintoenNot  of  tbe  rifjits 
of  the  filizcn-;.  fn  view  of  the  action  on  the  subject 
of  the  judiclaiy  in  several  of  the  States,  the  student  of 
tii^roiy  may  well  ponder  the  importance  ^iT  ita  being 
independent  of  the  chanc-rs  and  chances  of  poimlur 
elections,  and  party  expe»iiency  and  policy. 

•  Sec  Benton's  "  Ahrid^etaent  of  the  Dtbatm  ^ 
Otngrm,"  toL  il,  pp.  545-006}  and  pp.  536-688. 
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nugatory ;  and  the  judiciary  were  vir- 
tually rendured  dependent  on  the  leg- 
islature. Kor  were  there  wantin^^  mod- 
erate men  in  the  repuV)liean  ranksi  who 
believed  the  repeal  of  this  law  to  be 
aa  dear  am  infraetkai  of  the  Cenatita- 
tion  aa  the  aedition  law  had  be«L  The 
number  of  these  was,  however,  too 
small  to  produce  effect ;  and  their  dis- 
approbation, together  witli  the  louder 
\  oice  of  the  oppo.^ltiou,  waa  drowned 
in  the  popular  huzzas,  which  were  ev- 
erywhere heai'd  for  the  new  adminis- 
tration." 

The  judiciary  bUl  having  been  re- 
pealed, it  was  needful  to  rearrange  the 

operations  of  the  8ui)reme  coui  t,  upon 
which  the  whole  of  the  judicial  labors 
of  the  United  States  were  now  thrown. 
And  another  bill  was  passed,  dividing 
the  states,  with  the  exception  of  Maine 
and  tlM  region  beyond  the  mountains, 
into  aiz  drenita,  in  each  of  which  one 
jodge,  with  the  aanatance  of  a  district 
judge,  held  courts,  half-yearly;  and 
tlie  terms  of  the  supreme  court  were 
made  but  one  in  each  year; — instead 
of  the  origin ;d  arrangement,  of  which 
we  have  given  an  account  in  a  previous 
chapter  (see  vol.  ii.,  p.  278.) 

The  president  was  laudably  anadons 
to  obtain  a  repeal  of  the  intenial  taxes 
of  every  kind.  On  this  subject  he  thi^ 
writes  to  Mr.  Dickinson,  in  the  letter 
before  quoted:  "You  i,Yil],  perhaps, 
have  been  alarmed,  as  some  have  been, 
at  the  propo6ition  to  abolish  the  whole 
of  the  internal  taxes.  lJut  it  ia  per- 
fectly safe.  They  are  nnder  a  million 
of  dollars,  and  we  can  econom^je  the 
government  two  or  three  millions  a 
yeai'.  The  impost  alone  gives  ns  ten 
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or  eleven  millions  annually,  increasing 
at  a  eomponnd  mtio  of  six  and  two 
thirds  per  cent,  ^>^'/•  annum,  anrl  cnn-p-  ' 
qnently  doubling  in  two  vfaivf.  lint 
leaving  that  increase  for  contingencies, 
the  present  amoiuit  will  8iq)poit  ^e 
government,  pay  the  interest  of  the 
public  debt,  and  discharge  the  princi- 
pal in  fifteen  years.  If  the  increase 
proceed?,  and  no  contingencies  demand 
it,  it  will  pay  off  the  principal  in  a 
Rlioi'ter  time.  Exactly  one  half  of  the 
public  debt,  to  wit,  thirty-seven  millions 
of  dollars,  is  owned  in  tlie  United 
States,  libat  capital  tiien  will  be  set 
afloati  to  be  raiployed  in  reacoing  oar 
oommeree  from  the  bands  of  foreign- 
ers, or  in  agiicultnre,  canalsi,  bridges, 
or  n'lier  useful  enterprises.  By  sup- 
prt;5.5iiig  at  once  the  whole  internal 
taxes,  we  abolisk  three-fourths  of  the 
offices  now  ^islang  and  spread  over 
tiieland.''  ForMr.Tiuikei^Btatements 
on  tbe  snbjeet  of  tbe  piiblie  debt,  and 
the  wishes  of  the  president  in  regard 
to  its  total  extinction,  we  must  refer 
the  reader  to  his  Life  of  Jefferson. 
The  pages  in  which  he  speaks  to  these 
points  are  worthy  careful  considerar 
tion.* 

Amongst  the  otha  more  important 
aetBofthiseeaaionjwemayennmerate — 

one  for  the  reapportionment  of  Repre- 
Bentativea,  according  to  the  resnlt  of 


*  Wc  may  mention  here,  thi*  the  valae  of  the  ex- 
ports of  the  United  Stetes  was  upwards  of  $98^000,000. 
The  toDttagA  «r  flw  UUtad  Stetoi  vu  upiraidi  of 

MOjOOO;  The  amount  of  (i'l'ies  rrrrrivc^J  was  upward 
of  $20|000,000  i  aod  of  Unwbacka  paid  by  the  &Ute^ 
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the  censm  of  the  preceding  year,  the 
ratio  being  continued  at  one  Represent- 
nf'.vo  for  thirty-three  thousand  inhabit 
ants ;  one  for  determining  the  extent 
of  the  peace  establishment,  in  respi  tt 
of  ibe  army,  and  «\ao  for  tbe 
regulation  and  maintenanoe 
of  peace  on  tbe  frontiers;  one  abot 
lulling  the  internal  taxes;  and  one  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt,  by 
the  yearly  appropriation  of  $7,r)0(),000 
to  the  sinking  fund.  But,  as  a  late 
writer  remarks :  "  the  act  now  passed 
to  provide  for  tbe  redemption  of  the 
public  debt,  was  only  nominal  in  its 
operations;  new  loans  were  eflfeeted,  and 
tbe  reduction  of  the  debt  by  the  act 
was  only  in  theory,  as  the  appropria- 
tions for  expenses  for  1802,  were  more 
than  equal  to  the  receipts  of  the  pre- 
vious year." 

In  April  of  this  year,  Ohio,  wbidk 
bad  been  nnder  a  teixitorial  goYem< 
ment  fat  aeveral  3reara,  was  admitted 
into  the  Uni  n.  A  convention  at  Chil- 
icothe,  in  November,  settled  a  constitu- 
tion for  the  new  state.  The  number 
of  its  inhabitants  was  about  fifty  thou- 
sand. 

On  the  3d  of  May,  the  firet  seasion 
of  tbe  seventh  Congress  was  brought 
to  its  doee.  It  was  a  long  and  bosy 

session,  and  its  career  is  the  more  no- 
ticeable inaamooh  aa  the  republican 

party  were  now  able  to  carry  the 
measures  which  tliey  deemed  advisa- 
])le,  confident  of  the  support  and  en- 
couragement of  the  executive  in  regard 
to  the  vaiioiia  poxnta  at  iasne  between 
them  amd  the  Inderal  parlj. 
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GHAPTEB  II. 

THE   ACQUISITION   OF  LOUISIANA. 


Loainsna  cedod  to  France  in  1800  —  Exdtffiacctin  th«  Unlt«d  SUtM  on  the  aubjeet  —  Jeffenon'a  letter  to  liTiag 
■koa— Hm  AiMiieuiB  pvoblblttd  tttm  Kvw  Oiten*  m  a  plMa  «r  depodi— Onat  Agitatioa  in  the  wert— 
HtMag  ttCongftmin  Dee«mb«r— -PraMtaft  mmmgt — A«lloB!aOoogr«ii— KMolatfon  odUng  for  papers— 

Rc»olutlon*  adoptc-d  l>j  lIh  T^  vine  —  Jefferfion'a  opinion  n»  to  tho  oLjcct  of  llic  feJenilljl.'i  —  Jturiroe  ii|  |H)intcd 
miniater  plenijiotaaUA^  to  Frmnce— Letter  to  Uooroe— Great  changea  in  aSairs  from  npforcDtl;  trivial  cause* 
— KapdioiiflipwfpoM  to  mn^mg  •  ajBtny  ««l<ay  t»  Leiifclim  — Hott  filtered —ftiiato  ni  pwyHlii—  turn  i> 
the  tldo  of  cvcntg  —  Tlie  Amcriean  enroya  —  Lettpr  fn-^n  iK"  pr^-^i-^i-nt  r><>  Nfmours  in  Varit  —  Motions  in  Con- 
gfrcaa  for  calling  out  troops  —  Money  voted  —  Livings'  i  ialmrs  in  I'aria  —  Arrivul  of  Mirnrue  —  I'.ajiid  }>rogreM 
tf  B^godationa — Rnel  arraagementa — EogUnd  f  u  <]  :ieiioence  in  this  aale  —  Snbetance  of  tiie  tr#«ty  —  Import- 
taotof  tUitninsaction— ^effiuMiiliigmtiiktiiooa — fiiaTiemutotlieflOiiiMtobdpanaediii  Congnw— 'Lat- 
ter to  Bndkenridge — Tmkti^  opIiilaiM— Tba  treaty  ntified  in  Oetober— JeSenoi^i  letter  to  linoolii  oa  flic 
cotiRtitutional  question  —  Complaint*  of  8p«in — Meeting  of  Congrws  in  Ootober  —  Tlie  nie.v*nge  —  MoTcm«nta 
in  the  Honae— Large  majority  in  &Tor  of  the  treaty— FureiMue  money  Toted—G^bome  asd  Willdwa 
Aawte  MunlirfaBm— MmiM 
flM  MMtUirt*  M  f|f«B  tj  Dr.  SidHfu -"X  <^  Adam  OB 


By  a  secret  treaty,  in  the  year  1800, 
Spain  had  ceded  the  provhice  of  Lou- 
isiaiia  to  Tnaioe,  So  soon  as  thii  ikot 
Igeenme  known  in  iihe  Uiuted  States^ 
wMch  was  in  the  spring  of  1803,  it  ex- 
ited immediate  anxiety  and  alarm. 
For  the  possession  of  the  ])ort  of  New 

Orleans,  and  the  rin:ht  to  the 
i89a<  .... 
navigation  of  the  Mississippi, 

were  indispensable  to  the  ]irosperity, 

and  even  the  quiet  of  the  great  w68t. 

It  was  peroaved,  too,  at  once,  that  the 

Bohstitvtion  of  France  for  Spain,  in  a 

position  so  Titelly  mom«itoin  to  the 

United  StateS)  «nild  not  be  regarded 

with  indifference,  and  that  some  steps 

most  speedily  be  taken  in  respect  to  the 

existing  condition  of  affairs.  Collision 

would  be  certain  to  occur  at  no  distant 

day,  if  the  question  should  not  he  ami- 

Vou  III.— 5 


cably  settled  in  the  mean  time  ;  and  so 
lively  and  general  wei-e  the  apprehen- 
sions of  the  power  and  activity  of 
Fnmo^  that^  it  is  belieyed,  the  AiDDieri- 
can  people  wonld  haye  heea  willing  to 
incur  the  certain  evils  of  war  at  once, 
rather  than  run  the  risk  of  the  dangers 
which  they  apprehended.  It  was  well 
fur  our  country  aud  her  interest?,  that 
by  a  remarkable  and  wholly  unlooked- 
for  change  of  policy  on  the  part  of  Na- 
poleon, Mr.  Jefferson  was  enabled  to 
avail  himself  of  the  opening  to  settle 
this  disputed  question. 

On  the  18th  of  April,  1802,  the 
president  wrote  a  long  letter  to  Mr. 
Livingston  in  Paris,  on  the  subject  of 
the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  France,  in 
I  which,  with  his  usual  perspicacity,  he 
Ipc^nted  out  Ihe  new  attitude  whieh 
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France  would  henceforth  assume  to- 
wards tho  United  States ;  and  lie  en- 
.arii^rd  iijKui  tlie  inevitable  cousequencra 
that  iiuist  t'li^iie,  sliould  France  j»ersist 
in  what  wouhl  appear  to  be  lier  pres- 
ent policy,  v  iz.,  sBO.  alliance  between 
the  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 
"Every  eye  in  the  United  States,"  be 
Bays,  ill  coiicluclii)g  Lis  letter,  "is  now 
fixed  on  the  alfaii's  of  Louisiana.  Per- 
haps nothins:!:  since  the  Revolutionary 
War,  linn  jHoduced  more  uneasy  sensa- 
tions through  the  body  of  the  nation, 
and  in  spite  of  our  temporary  bicker- 
ings with  France,  she  still  has  a  strong 
hold  on  onr  afiections.* 

At  a  later  date,  in  a  letter  to  the 
same  gentleman,  the  president  adverted 
to  the  fact,  that  the  French  government 
acted  in  a  way  which  plainly  showed 
their  feelings  to  be  decidedly 
unfriendly.  Cautioning  Living- 
ston as  .to  the  line  of  conduct  to  be 
pursued,  so  as  not  to  commit  the  conn- 
try  in  tbe  dispntes  between  France  and 
England,  he  directed  him  to  "  give  all 
his  commiinications  to  the  French  gov- 
ernment a  very  mild,  complaisant^  and 


*  Mr.  MbfMn  was  excessively  oim^  bjr  tiie 

abuse  heaped  tipon  liim  by  a  fellow  named  CaUender, 
who,  firom  abusing  his  opponents,  turned  upon  JefTer. 
son  himseir,  and  poured  out  upon  him  the  full  measure 
of  his  vinflicfivc  fury,  because  tho  pri'sMcnt  would  not 
bestow  upon  him  the  postmasterKhip  of  Richmond. 
'*T(Mi«OI  hwre  seen  by  our  newspapers,"  JeSerson 
wrote  to  Livingston,  "  that,  with  tho  aid  of  a  lying 
rciicgado  from  rcpuhlicaniRm,  the  federalists  liavo 
opened  all  their  sluices  of  calumny.  They  say,  wo 
lied  thciii  out  of  jjowjr,  and  openly  .ivow  tlicy  will  do 
the  s^ue  by  us.  But  it  woh  not  lies,  or  ar^^mnents, 
OD  our  part  which  dethroned  them,  but  tfadr  own  fool- 
feh  acts,  alien  laws,  t."vxes,  extravngnncps,  and  licrc- 
am."    Tucker's  "L\/'e      Jeffenon,''  vol.  iL,  pp. 

lum. 


even  friendly  connection,  but  always 

independent." 

Ou  the  1 6th  of  October,  Morales,  the 
Spanish  intcndant  of  the  |)rovince  of 
Louisiana,  i^jsued  a  proclamation,  pi-o- 
lobiting  the  Anmieans  from  ^irther 
nse  of  Kew  Orleans  as  a  place  of  de- 
posit This  messnre  produced  great 
excitement  throughout  the  west.  Tlie 
governor  of  Kentucky  wrote  to  the 
president,  on  the  30ih  of  November,  in- 
forming him  of  the  .'ihkrm  and  agit.v 
tion  in  that  state ;  and  on  the  1st  of 
December  the  legislature  memorialized 
Congress  on  the  snbject  These  dr> 
cumstances  added  to  Mr.  Jefierson's  de- 
sire to  obtulu  the  cession  of  New  Or* 
leans  to  the  United  States. 

The  second  session  of  the  seventh 
Congress  commenced  some  days  later 
than  usual,  no  quorum  being  proM  ut 
on  the  6th  of  December.  Ou  the  loth 
the  president  sent  in  Us  mes* 
sage,  wbidi  was  diiefly  occo* 
pied  with  the  relations  of  the  Union 
with  other  nations.  It  also  referred  to 
the  dealings  of  the  state  of  Georgia 
with  the  Indians ;  and  to  Indian  affaii's 
in  other  parts  of  the  long  western  bor- 
der line.  It  congratulated  them  on  the 
prosperous  state  of  the  federal  finances 
and  su^ested  one  of  the  preddenVs 
sch<»nesabont  the  navy.  Opening  with 
congratulations,  and  remarking,  "with 
special  satisfaction,  those  pleasing  cir- 
cumstances which,  under  tlie  smiles  of 
Providence,  result  from  the  skill,  indus- 
try, and  order  of  onr  citizens,  manag- 
ing their  own  allairs,  in  their  own  way, 
and  for  their  own  use ;  unembarrasseil 
by  too  mncb  regulation,  un  j  ]  ressed 
by  fiscal  exactions     it  dosed  in  a 
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similar  veiii|  with  an  enumefation  of 
"the  knd-marks  T)y  which  we  are  to 

guide  oureelves  in  all  our  proceedings  " 
amongst  which  is  specified  as  t)ne, — 
^  to  keep  in  all  things  within  the  pale 
of  our  cou;stitutioniil  powers,  and  cher- 
ish the  federal  Union,  as  the  only  rock 
of  safety."  The  message  met  wilih 
some  sharp  criticism  from  the  federal- 
ists, and  the  jjresideiit's  ideas  on  the 
subject  of  dry  docks  for  the  navy,  af- 
forded a  fine  opportunity  to  indaJge  in 
ridicule  and  witticism. 

It  was,  however,  the  closing  of  the 
port  of  New  Orleans  that  engrossed 
the  minds  of  all  men ;  and  ihey  looked, 
with  natural  anxiety,  to  CSoi^ress  for 
some  elucidation  of  the  affiiir.  On  the 
17th  of  December,  the  House  of  Kei> 
resentatives  called  on  the  president  for 
information  on  the  subject  of  the  snp- 
poaed  violation,  on  the  part  of  Spain, 
of  the  twenty-second  aiticle  of  the 
treaty  of  U95.  On  tiie  dSd,  the  Act 
that  the  Ifississippi  was  Tirtnally  dosed 
to  American  trade,  was  formally  noti- 
fied to  Congress,  by  the  president^  in 

rej>ly. 

On  the  5th  of  January,  Mr.  Gris- 
wold,  of  Connecticut,  moved,  that  the 
president  be  called  upon  to  lay  before 
the  Uouse  such  official  documents  as  he 
possessed,  annonnotng  the  oeasion  of 
Lonisiaoa  to  France;  together  with  a 
report  ei^liuning  the  stipulations,  cir- 
cumstmees,  and  conditions,  under  which 
the  province  was  to  be  given  up ;  "  with 
the  usual  reservation,"  adds 
Mr.  Tncker,  "as  to  what  the 
president  should  think  it  improper  to 
commmiicate.  This  resolution,  hemg 
deemed  by  the  repnbfican  party  likely 
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to  embarrass  the  pending  negotiation, 
and  probably  it  was  so  intended  by  its 
supporters,  was  opposed,  and  finally  re- 
jected. ISIr.  Grlswold,  iit  tlie  same 
time,  offered  other  i-esolutious,  assert- 
ing the  right  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States  to  the  navigaiaon  of  the 
lHasissippi,  its  recent  ohstruction  hy 
Spain,  and  proposing  an  inquir}'  into 
the  measures  proper  to  be  taken  for  the 
maintenance  of  this  right.  The  major- 
ity rcfiist'd  to  consider  tlie  resohitions. 
but  afterwanli  agreed  with  clo^'f  J  Jonra 
to  the  following  substitute,"  (Ttii  Jan- 
uary.) 

^Rm^o^ — That  ibis  House  reoMve, 
wiih  great  sensibility,  the  information 

of  a  disposition  in  certain  oflGcers  of 
the  Spanish  government,  at  New  Or- 
leans, to  obstruct  the  naingation  of  the 
River  Mississippi,  tu«  secured  to  tlie 
United  States  by  the  most  solemn  stip- 
ulations : — 

^That^  adhoing  to  that  humane  and 
wise  policy,  which  ought  ever  to  char- 
acterize a  free  people,  and  by  which 
the  United  States  have  always  pre- 
ferred to  be  governed ;  willing,  at  the 
fsamo  time,  to  ascribe  this  breacli  of 
compact  to  the  unauthorized  mLscou- 
duct  of  certain  individuals,  rather  than 
to  a  want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of 
KsCathoHc Majesty ;  and  relying,  with 
perfect  confidence,  on  the  TigUance  and 
wisdom  of  the  execntiTe,  they  will  wait 
the  issue  of  such  measures  as  that  de- 
partment of  the  government  shall  have 
pursued,  for  asserting  the  rights  and 
vindicating  the  injuries  of  the  United 
States; — hoKUng  it  to  be  their  duty, 
at  the  same  time,  to  express  thdr  unal* 
terable  deternunation  to  maintain  the 
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boondarieB^andtlie  rigHts  of  navigation 
and  commerce,  tlirough  the  River  Mis- 
sissippi, as  established  by  ftyisting  tarea- 
ties."* 

'  Mr.  Jefferson,  wliose  jsuspiciuns  of  the 
federalists  were  uever  at  rest^  seemed 
to  think,  that  the  object  of  the 
ojqpoeition  was,  to  £xroe  the 
country  into  a  war  -with  Spain,  "  in  or- 
der to  denmgc  our  finfincf^p,"  or  if  that 
could  not  he  done,  "  to  attacli  tlie  west- 
ern country  to  them,  their  best 
Mends,  aud  thus  get  again  into  power  " 
Which  latter  supposition  may  have 
some  thxm  ol  leaaon ;  although  other 
and  nobler  motiTefl^  we  thinlc,  might 
acooxiiLt  for  their  actkns  m  the  matter. 
With  a  view  of  canyiog  his  pacific 
policy  into  effect,  the  president,  on  the 
10th  of  January,  appointed  Mr.  Monroe 
(whose  term  of  office,  as  Governor  of 
Virginia,  had  recently  ended)  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  France,  to  act  with 
Itr.  Livingston,  in  the  purchase  of  New 
Orleans  and  tiie  floridas;  for,  as  he 
observed,  in  writing  to  Monfoe.  upon 
the  appointment,  "  the  raeasui'cs  previ- 
onsly  pursued  by  the  administration 
being  i/i  uisible^  did  not  satisfy  the  minds 
of  the  western  people ;  consequently, 
something  neimihU  had  become  neces- 

llie  president  was  very  earnest  in 
QXl^ng  Mr.  Monroe  to  accept  this  ap- 
pointment. "  On  the  event  of  this  mis- 
sion," he  wrote,  "  depend  the  future  des- 
tinies of  tliis  republic.  If  we  cannot, 
by  a  purchase  of  the  country,  insure  to 
ourselves  a  course  of  perpetual  peace, 
and  friendship  with  dl  nations,  then 
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as  war  cannot  be  distant,  [as  the 
rupture  of  the  peace  of  Amiens  soon 
showed,]  it  behoves  us  immediately  tc 
be  preparing  for  that  course,  without, 
however,  hastening  it ;  and  it  may  be 
necessary  (on  your  failure  on  the  conti- 
nent) to  cross  the  ehaoneL  We  shall 
get  entangled  in  European  politics^  and, 
figniing  more,  be  much  less  happy  and 
prosperons.  This  can  only  be  pre- 
vented by  a  succeasfiil  issae  to  your 
present  mission." 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  Napo- 
leon purposed  to  take  possession  of 
Louisiana^  and  one  part  of  the  fleet 
which  he  despatched  under  Xa  Qerc 
to  reduce  St  Domingo^  was  destmed 
for  this  service.  And  there  can  be  as 
little  doubt,  that  had  that  object  been 
accomplished,  before  the  end  of  the 
next  year,  it  would  have  been  con 
quered  by  Great  Britain ;  and  the  whole 
course  of  subsequent  history  must  have 
been  qoite  different  fiom  what  it  waa» 

How  sbgidar  are  the  changes  pro- 
duced in  the  bistoiy  of  the  world  by 
what  seem. to  be  very  slight  and  insuf- 
ficient causes !  Tlie  military  colony  of 
twenty  tliou.-*and  men  v;m  on  the  eve 
of  embarkation,  and  Isaj)o]eon  had 
resolved  to  make  this  colony,  in  the 
centre  of  the  weetem  hemisphere,  the 
stand  fixr  a  lever  to  wield  at  his  jdeas- 
nre  the  destinies  of  the  globe.  A  petty 
squabble  with  England  about  the  Mand 
of  Malta,  deranged  plans,  and  he 
formed  another  resolve,  viz.,  to  rival  his 
great  prototype,  Julius  Csesar,  by  the 
invasion  and  conquest  of  England.  In 
order  to  do  this,  he  could  not  spare  Ins 
veterans  to  nm  the  risk  of  a  voyage 
across  the  Atbntic;  foft  England  was 
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mistresii  of  the  seaa,  aud  would  cer- 
tainly liave  wrested  Loniaiaiia  from 
him  without  fail  Kapoleon  therefore 
abandoned  his  projects  of  oonqnest  end 

gloiy  in  America,  and,  as  money  was 
in  demmul  to  enable  bim  to  carry  for- 
ward his  viist  schemes  of  ambition  and 
dominion,  he  siuUlciily  resolved  to  offer 
the  colony  of  Louisiana  for  sale  to  the 
United  Stales. 

Never  in  the  fortones  of  maakbd," 
as  John  Qobcy  Adenis  forcibly  eayS) 
"was  there  a  more  sndden,  complete, 
and  propitious  turn  in  the  tide  of  events 
than  this  change  in  the  purposes  of  Na- 
poleon jn  oved  to  the  administration  of 
Mr.  Jefferson.  The  wrangling  alterca- 
tion with  Spain  for  the  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  had  been  adjusted  duo" 
iog  the  admiulstnition  of  Washington, 
by  a  treaty  which  had  conceded  to 
them  the  right,  and  stipulated  to  make 
the  enjoyment  effective,  of  deposit  at 
New  Orleans.  In  repurchasini' 
from  Spain  the  colony  of  Lou- 
isiana, Napoleon,  to  disencumber  him- 
self from  the  hwrden  of  this  stipular 
tion,  and  to  hold  in  his  liand  a  rod  over 
the  western  section  of  the  Umon,  bad 
compelled  the  dastardly  and  imbecile 
monarch  of  Spain  to  commit  an  act  of 
perfidy,  by  withdrawing  from  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States  this  stipulated 
riglit  of  deposit,  before  delivering  the 
possession  of  the  colony  to  France, 
ilie  great  axtery  oi  the  oommwoe  of 
the  Umon  was  thus  cholced  ui  its  caren- 
lation.  The  sentiment  of  surprise,  C^- 
alarm,  of  .ndignaticm,  was  instantaneous 
and  universal  among  the  people,  (as  has 
been  pointed  out  on  a  previous  page.) 
The  luu-dy  and  ent«rpnzing  settlers  of 


an 

the  western  country  coold  hardly  be 
reatndned  firom  pouring  down  the  swell- 
ing floods  of  their  popnlation,  to  take 

possession  of  New  Orleans  It'^elf  by  the 
immediate  exercise  <d  the  rights  of  vw, 
A  war  with  Spain  most  have  been  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  war  with 
France ;  which,  however  jnst  tlie  cau.so 
of  the  United  States  would  have  been, 
mnstneoeaaarily  give  a  direction  to  pub- 
lie  a^birs  adverse  to  the  whole  sys- 
tem of  Ulr.  JeffibnoQ^  potUcy,  mid  in  all 
probability,  prove  fatal  to  the  success 
of  his  administration.  Instigations  to 
immediate  war  were  at  once  attempted 
in  Concrress  (p.  35,)  and  were  strongly 
comitcniiuced  by  the  excited  temper  of 
the  people."* 

l^e  presideut,  as  we  have  noted  on 
a  previous  page,  appointed  Ifr,  Mon- 
roe minister  plenipotentiary  to  France. 
With  him  he  joined  Mr.  Livingston, 
already  on  the  ground,  and  they  both 
were  commissioned  to  treat  with  Spain 
as  well  its  France,  remonstrating  against 
the  withdrawal  of  the  right  of  deposit, 
and  proposing  anew  Hhe  purchase  of 
tiie  Isbnd  of  New  Orleans.  SesideB 
the  two  envoys^  ordinary  and  extract^ 
dinary,  Mr.  Jefferson  relied  on  tJie  good 
offices  of  M.  Dupcmt  de  Nemours,  whose 
residence  in  America,  and  whose  stand- 
ing in  his  own  country,  gave  ]iini  pecu- 
liar advantages  for  acting  as  a  mediator 
in  a  case  that  recj^uired  some  delicacy 
of  treatment;  and  upon  the  issue  of 
whicb  so  mudi  hung.  To  this  gentle* 
man  he  addressed  a  letter,  in  whicb  he 
endeavored  to  possess  him  with  the 
opinions  which  he  thought  might  be 


*  Aduns's  "  Life  qf  Jamet  Madiion^"  pp.  81-  63. 
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most  servioMible  to  IMfed  States, 
m  res]>ect  of  the  oljeot  he  had  in  view; 
— Mid,  like  a  good  merchaati  underral- 

uing  the  tract  of  land  he  had  set  his 
heai't  upon,  ho  spoke  of  the  Floiidas, 
excepting  the  portion  already  granted, 
as  a  baiTen  sand.  He  also  wns  carefnl 
to  exaggerate  the  posiiiUility,  nay,  the 
certainty  of  the  loss  of  the  alliance  of 
the  United  States,  should  France  take 
poBaesakm  of  the  only  outlet  for  the 
produce  of  the  great  valley  of  the 
west. 

In  Congress,  later  in  the  session,  other 
motions  were  presented  respecting  this 
important  business;  for  the  Avesteni 
fatates  began  to  show  symptoms  of  in- 
creasing impatience,  under  so  serious  a 
reetriction  to  their  trade  as  the  inter- 
diction of  the  right  of  deposit  at  New 
Orleans.  Mr.  Roes  of  Pennsylyania, 
in  the  Senate,  proposed,  on  the  14th 
of  Februar} ,  that  the  president  should 
call  out  pome  tiftv  tliousand  militia, 
and  occupy  New  Orleans*,  and  that 
$5,000,000  should  be  appropri- 
ated to  that  retaiBatory  meas- 
ure;  But  "Mr.  Breckenridge  <^  Ken- 
tucky, was  more  successM  in  his  reso- 
lutions, raising  the  nmnbei  f  the  mil- 
itia, or  of  volunteers,  to  eighty  thous- 
and, but  not  defining  the  work  tliey 
should  be  set  to  do,  nor  appropriating 
any  spccitic  yum  of  money,  as  the  ser- 
vice wari  contingent  merely.  The  pres- 
idoit  also  asked  and  obtained  an  ap- 


*  For  the  dubatc,  in  the  Senate,  on  "  the  Mlvsi-ssipfrt 
Qiiffitkni,"  80C  Benton's  *'  Ahridgenuat  qf  the  Debatet 
of  OmvmC*  TciL  u.,  ppi  <68-^.  WHb  npud  to 
tho  "Tazoo  claims;,"  and  their  various  connections,  sgo 
Tudter'a  "LiftqfJ^emmy"  voL  ii,  pp.  188-141. 
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propiiatiflii  of  $2,000,000,  under  the 
head  of  **fixreign  Interooune,''  as  the 
otanmencement  of  a  fiind  £v  eflbcting 
the  purduse  of  New  Orleans  and  the 
floridaa. 

Napoleon  had  paid  but  filight  atten- 
tion to  tlie  memorial  wliich  Mr.  living- 
ston  presented  on  learning  tlic  fact  of 
the  retrocession  of  Louisiima  to  France. 
The  sodden  *  change,  however,  in  hia 
'plain,  1^  him  to  loolr&Torably  upon 
livingpton's  rq>reBent8tioDs;  and  so, 
most  unexpectedly,  he  offered  to  the 
United  States  not  New  Orleans  only, 
but  the  whole  of  Louisiana,  for  the  sum 
of  fifty  millions  of  francs. 

The  Marquis  de  ^Sfarbois  was  the 
agent  with  whom  Livingston  had  to 
lareat,  and  Talleyrand  was  superintend- 
ent of  the  n^ptiiation.  At  first,  it 
seemed  to  the  American  ambassador  a 
mere  artifice  to  gain  time ;  and  he  had 
no  authority  to  do  more  than  treat  for 
the  indemnity  which  was  claimed  in 
behalf  of  the  American  citizens,  whose 
vessels  had  been  taken  or  plundered 
by  the  French  privateers,  before  and 
during  the  war  under  John  Adams's 
administratiool  He  yentured,  how- 
ever, lest  he  should  be  throwing  away 
a  fair  opportunity  of  serving  his  coun- 
try, to  offer  thirty  millions  of  fi-anes, 
and  to  sink  the  claims  for  indemnity. 

Matters  were  in  this  condition  when 
Monroe  urrived.  lie  left  the  United 
States  in  Mai  ch,  and  reached  Paris 
onthe  ISih  of  April,  where  he  found 
Htv  Livingston  so  persuaded  of  the 
want  of  good  faith  in  the  French  gov- 
ernment, that  he  hoped  to  hear  from 
his  coadjutor,  that  possession  had  Ix  i  n 
taken  of  New  Orleans.   '^Only  force;' 
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THE  TREATY  CONCLUDED. 


he  said,  "can  give  us  New  Orleaiis. 
'  We  must  employ  foKB,  Let 
us  finst  get  poasemon  of  the 
oonntiy,  and  negotiate  afterwaids." 

After  his  first  astonishment, — and 
well  might  he  be  astonished,  when,  ask- 
ia^  for  a  town,  a  province  was  offered ; 
when,  asking  for  the  freedom  of  a  river, 
the  river  it<?elf,  and  otliers  as  mitrhtv, 
uay,  a  new  sea-coast,  was  offered ; — the 
negoffaatioiis  proceeded  all  tke  moie 
rapidly,  because  of  this  sorprise.  And 
beside  ihat,  the  whole  tone  of  the  di- 
plomacy of  the  statesmen  of  France 
was  changed  when  Napoleon  made 
himself  the  head  of  the  government. 

Perceiving  that  more  was  to  be  made 
of  the  vast  extent  of  territory  which 
was  oflcred  for  sale  to  the  United 
States  than  Napoleon  had  thought  of 
aakuig,  Marbois  fixed  the  price  at 
eighty  millions  of  francs, — ^insisting, 
'vith  trath,  that  for  the  United  States, 
that  sum  even  was  very  far  below  the 
real  value  of  tlje  province.  And  the 
American  plenipoteiili:n  ir-i  finally  ac- 
quiesced in  this  demand,  on  condition 
that  twenty  millions  out  of  the  eighty 
should  be  asidgned  to  the  payment  of 
what  was  due  from  France  to  citiaeDS 
of  the  United  States. 

The  treaty  was  concluded  on  the 
30th  of  April,  and  the  instmments  were 
signed  by  the  three  minister  four  days 
afterwards.  On  that  occasion,  Mr.  Liv- 
ingston, expressing  his  satisfaction,  said, 
— **'We  have  lived  long,  but  ths  is  the 
noblest  work  of  onr  whole  lives.  The 
treaty  which  w  e  have  just  signed  has 
not  been  obtained  by  art,  or  dictated 
by  force.  Equally  advantageous  to  the 
*wo  contracting  parties,  it  will  change 


vast  soUtndes  into  flourishing  districts. 
iVom  ibis  day  the  United 
States  take  thdr  plaoe  ainong 
the  powers  of  the  first  mok;  the  £bg> 
lish  lose  all  exclusive  isfioence  in  the 
afiiurs  of  America." 

Napoleon,  on  his  side,  was  greatly 
plea.sod  witli  the  bargain.  He  had  at 
fii'st  objected  to  the  reduction  of  the 
eighty  miliions  to  sixty ;  but  when  re- 
minded that  lie  had  named  fifty,  and 
had  not  expected  to  obtain  even  that, 
ke  ssidf— Trae ; — the  negotiation  docs 
not  leave  me  any  thing  to  desire.  Sixty 
millions  for  an  occupation  that  will  not, 
pci  linpc:,  last  for  a  day !  I  wish  France 
to  enjoy  this  unexpected  capital ;  and 
that  it  may  be  employed  in  works  ben- 
eficial to  her  marine.  This  accession 
of  tettitocy  stireiigtkais  forever  the 
power  of  the  United  States ;  and  I 
have  given  to  England,"  he  added, 
with  characteristic  sagadly,  '^a  mari- 
time rival  that  will,  sooner  or  later, 
humble  her  pride." 

England,  under  the  iniluence  of  fears 
and  jealousies,  equally  strong,  on  her 
side,  wag  willing  to  acquiesce  in  this 
transfer  of  the  province  of  Louisiana ; 
and  it  is  a  carious  fiwt  in  ilw  history 
of  this  transaction,  that  tlie  purchase 
money  "  was,  in  the  midst  of  a  raging 
war,  with  the  knowledge  and  assent  of 
the  British  government,  furnished  by 
English  bankers,  to  be  exj)ended  in 
preparations  for  the  conquest  of  Eng* 
land  by  invasion !" 

At  the  very  tame  that  hostilities 
broke  ont  afresh,  in  May,  1808,1>etween 
France  and  Great  Britain,  Napoleon, 
presuming  that  no  delay  in  the  ratifica- 
tion of  the  treaty  oonld  take  place  at 
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Waahkigtoii,  ratified  the  oeasioii  of  Lou- 
iaiana  to  the  United  States.  He  was 
desirous  of  Idaying  no  ground  for  con- 
sidering the  conntr}'  as  a  Froncli  col- 
ony ;  so  that  if  any  attempt  were  made 
upon  it  l)y  Great  Britain,  it  might  em- 
broil her  with  xVmeiica. 

The  treaty,  which  had  just  been  oottf 
eluded,  iBnt  of  all  Mt  fortlt  tlie  claims 
of  France  to  the  territoty,  by  the  ces* 
sion  of  Spain,  and  formally  renounced 
them  in  favor  of  the  United  States ; 
but  stipulated  for  the  security  of  the 
inlm}»ittiuts  in  their  persona,  ])roj)erty, 
(the  forty  thousand  slaves  being  gum- 
auteed  as  tlie  property  of  their  owners,) 
and  idigiou ;  aiid  abo  for  iliflir  admi^ 
cdon  to  full  x^hts  of  citii«9«  of  the 
Union.*  It  waa  fnrtiber  agreed,  fbat 
the  port  of  New  Orleans  should,  for 
the  next  ensuing  twelve  years,  be  open 
to  both  French  phips  and  Spanish,  as 
freely  as  to  Amcricau  vessels ;  and  that 
forever  afterwaidB  the  former  should 
be  put  on  the  looting  of  the  mosit  ik> 
vored  nations.  One  additional  "conven- 
tion" provided  for  the  payment  of  the 
claims  of  American  citizens  before  re- 
ferred to;  and  another  arranged  the 
method  of  pajTTient  for  the  Ijargain; 
viz.,  three  mouths  after  the  deliveiy  of 
the  country  to  the  American  authori- 
tiet*,  the  sixty  millions  of  francs,  reck- 
oned to  be  equal  to  $11,250,000,  were 
to  be  paid  to  France  in  six  per 
stock  of  the  United  States ;  the  interest 
of  which  was  to  be  payable  in  Europe, 
and  the  stock  itself,  after  fifteen  years, 
redeemable  to  the  smoont  of  not  leas 


*  Tbe  popolAtion  Mnoonled  te  mow  80,000^  iodud- 
X19  above  40,000  slaTes. 


than  $S,006,000  yearly,  or  in  three 
equal  annual  instdnumts.  The  princi- 
pal, if  France  tliought  proper  to  sell 
the  stock,  waa  to  be  disposed  of  so  as 
to.  conduce  most  to  the  credit  of  the 
American  funds. 

"Thus  clost^  these  negotiations," 
says  Mr.  Gayarr^,  who  has  related 
them  at  huge,  and  with  great  fblness 
of  detail,  "which  eventnatod 
in  the  most  important  treaty, 
perhaps,  ever  signed  in  the  nineteenth 
century,  if  it  be  judged  by  its  eonpe- 
ciueuccs  to  the  United  States  and  to  the 
rest  of  the  world.  Among  those  con- 
sequeijces  wei-e  the  extension  of  the 
area  <^  fipeedom,  an  immense  aoeretion 
to  the  phynesl  and  moral  power  of  the 
great  Amfiriesn  BepnbUc,  sod  the  snb- 
sequent  acquisition  of  the  Floridas, 
Texas,  California,  and  other  portions 
of  the  Mexican  territory.  Other  ro 
suits,  of  at  least  equal  magnitude,  may 
be  clearly  foreseen,  and  it  may  be  pei> 
mitted  to  the  pride  of  patriotism,  to 
hope  for  the  realisatum  of  Bonaparte^s 
prevision,  'that  tite  day  may  otmie 
when  the  cession  of  Louisiana  to  the 
United  States,  shall  render  the  Ameri- 
cans too  powerful  for  the  continent  of 
Europe.'  "* 

We  can  imagine  the  strong  feelings 
of  gratulation  which  filled  the  mind  of 
the  president  in  view  of  what  had  just 
been  accomplished  by  Messxa.  living- 
ston  and  Monroe.  Writing,  in  July,  to 
Croiaal  Gates,  he  says,     accept  with 


AtaCiem,"  pp.  450-St6.  Sm  alw  tli«  Appendix  to  th« 
suno  Tolume,  for  the  treatj  and  conventions  between 
the  United  Stattt  and  the  FreDcfa  Rqnibik^  pp. 
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pleasure,  and  with  pleasiize  reciprocate, 
your  oongTaftalatioDB  on  the  aoqnisHion 
of  Lonisiaiia:  for  it  is  a  subject  of  mo* 
taal  oongratulatioii;  as  it  interests  every 
man  of  the  nation.  The  territory  ac- 
quired, as  it  includes  all  the  waters  of 
the  Missouri  and  Mississippi,  has  more 
tiiun  doubled  the  area  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  new  port  is  not  inferior 
to  the  old,  in  soil,  dimftte,  prodnctunis, 
and  important  communications.  Hour 
k^pdatme  dispose  of  it  with  the  wisdom 
we  have  a  right  to  expect,  they  may 
make  it  the  means  of  tempting  all  our 
Indians  on  the  east  side  of  the  Missis- 
sippi to  lemove  to  the  west;  and  of 
condensing  instead  of  scattering,  our 
population."  One  <^  wHdi  predictjoDfl 
certainly  has  been  verified;  but  the 
oth^r  is  «itirely  contradicted  by  the 
result. 

The  president  was  not,  however,  with- 
out serioiis  mis(Tivinc:s  as  to  the  consti- 
tutiouid  aspect  of  this  impoi-fant  ques- 
tion; and  he  was  well  awai'c  tiiat  the 
coarse  he  bad  adopted  w^ould  be  sub- 
jected to  seveie  serutmy  by  the  oppo- 
nents of  his  adniinistration.  Writing 
to  Mr.  Breckeiridge,  of  Kentucky,  in 
August,  he  gives  expression  to  his  views 
and  opinions  quite  at  large :  "  The 
treaty,"  he  favf,  "must  of  course  be 
laid  before  both  Houses,  because  both 
have  important  functions  to  exercise 
respecting  it  They,  I  presonie,  will 
see  thdr  duty,  to  tbeir  country  in  rati- 
fpag  nud  paying  for  it,  so  as  to  secure 
a  good,  which  would  otherwise,  probflr 
T)ly,  be  never  again  in  their  power. 
But  J  suppose  they  must  tlien  appeal 
if\  the  vation^  for  an  additional  article 
to  the  Coustitutiou,  approving  aud  con- 


firming  an  act,  which  the  nation  had 
not  previously  aathorited. 
"The  Coni^tution  has  made  no  pro> 

vision  for  our  holding  foreign 
territory,  still  less  for  our  in- 
corporating foreign  nations  into  our 
Union.  The  executive,  in  seizing  the 
fugitive  occurrence,  which  so  much  ad- 
vances the  good  of  thu  country,  has 
done  an  act  he^ond  ike  Ofnet^uHon. 
The  le^lature,  in  casting  behind  them 
metaphysical  subtleties,  and  risking 
themselves  like  faithful  servants,  must 
ratify  and  pay  for  it,  and  throw  them- 
selves ou  their  country,  for  doing  for 
them,  unauthorized,  what  we  know 
they  would  have  done  ifor  themselves, 
had  they  been  in  a  situation  to  do  it 
It  is  the  case  of  a  guardian,  investing 
the  money  of  his  ward  in  purchasing 
an  adjacent  territory;  and  saving  to 
him  when  of  age, — I  did  this  for  your 
good,  I  pretend  to  no  right  to  bind 
you,  you  may  disavow  me,  and  I  must 
get  out  of  the  scrape  as  I  cau  ;  I  thought 
it  my  duty  to  i^c  myself  for  you.* 
But  we  shall  not  be  disowned  by  the 


*  Ur.  Tucket's  remarks  on  tUa  lettur  deserve  (be 
reader's  attention.  "  Yet,"  be  says,  "  the  art  of  indptn- 
nity,  in  other  words,  the  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, neTcr  took  place ;  and  as  the  tuat/  noeived  the 
sanction  of  eveiy  branch  of  tlio  gt5TemTncnt,  and  tho 
silent  acquiescence  of  tiio  natton,  it  would  seem  not  to 
have  beoi  required.  Yd  Ifir*  Jaftnon's  doubts  ap- 
pear to  rest  on  strong  ground ;  for,  assuredly,  if  the 
vxccutire,  with  tho  sanction  of  lite  Senate,  could  ooik- 
■tttotioDallj  buy  I>oiiLsiana  of  Franco,  and  stipulate  to 
incorporato  it  into  the  Union  ;  it  might  also  have 
bought  Mexico  of  Spun,  and  then  the  whole  chancter 
of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  their  goTcminctit, 
religion,  laws,  and  institutions,  might  hare  boen 
mcjgud  in  tliat  of  a  nation  more  populous  than  itself ; 
which  supposition  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  jeal- 
ous limitations  of  power  imposed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion." Tucker's  "Lify  qf  J^tnoi^'  vol  ii.,  p.  U7. 
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otttion;  and  the  act  of  indoimily  wOl 
ronfirm.  and  not  weaken  the  Oonstitn- 
tion,  hj  more  strongly  marking  out  its 

lines," 

It  having  been  arranged  that  the 
ratifications  sliould  be  exchanged  within 
six  mouths  of  the  conclusion  of  the 
treaty,  the  prend«nt  called  Congress 
together  at  as  early  a  date  as  he  could, 
in  order  tliat  they  might  take  sach  ao* 
tion  as  the  case  required.  In  his  me» 
eage  of  the  17th  of  October,  he  stated 
the  fact  of  the  ptirchase  and  the  treaty, 
as  briefly  as  possible,  and  infoi-merl  the 
Representatives,  that  a,^  soon 
06  the  instruments  transferring 
the  aovereiguty  of  Loninana  to  the 
0nited  States,  "had  received  the  con- 
atitntional  aanctioiL  the  Senate,  they 
would,  without  delay, he  communicated 
to  them,  for  the  exercise  of  their  func- 
tions, as  to  tliose  conditions  which  are 
within  the  powera  vested  by  the  Con- 
stitution in  Congress." 

The  treaty  was  ratified  by  the  Senate 
on  the  20th  of  Octoho',  hy  twenty-four 
votes  against  seyen;  and  as  the  French 
(ihargSd*affairea  hdd  in  his  hand  the 
ratification  of  his  government,  they 
were  immediately  exclianged,  and  the 
treaty  was  jost  kej)t  from  being  voided 
by  the  expiration  of  the  time  specified. 
On  the  22d  it  was  officially  commu- 
nicated to  Congreas,  that  they  might 
provide  for  its  ezeention;  and  on  tiie 
same  day,  the  injuicticsi  of  secrecy  as 
to  the  appropriation  of  the  two  mil- 
lions of  doUan  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  executive,  vriis  taken  off. 

Mr.  Jefferson,  before  the  assembling 
of  Congress,  sketched  for  Mr.  Lincoln, 
the  attorney-general,  such  an  amend- 


ment of  the  GoostitnluHi  as  he  thooght 
would  l}e  required  in  consequence  of 
the  purchase  of  Louisiana.  At  the  same 

time,  he  very  prudently  remarked,  "The 
less  that  is  said  about  any  constitutional 
diflBculty,  the  better :  and  it  will  be  de- 
sirable for  Congress  to  do  what  is  ne- 
cessary in  sHeMe^  In  September,  writ- 
ing firom  MonticeDo  to  Colond  IHch- 
otlas,  the  prandmt  says;  '^'Whatever 
Congress  shall  think  it  necessary  to  do, 
shonid  be  done  with  as  little  debate 
as  possible,  and  particularly  so  f;ir  as 
respects  the  constitutional  dithcuity." 
And  yet  in  the  same  letter  he  says; 
"  When  an  instrument  admits  two  con- 
structions, the  one  safe,  ihe  odier  dan^ 
gerous,  the  one  precise,  the  other  Indefl^ 
nite,  I  prefer  that  which  is  safe  and 
precise.  I  had  rather  ask  an  enlarge- 
ment of  power  from  the  nation,  where 
it  is  found  necessary,  than  assume  it  by 
a  construction  which  would  make  our 
powers  boundless.  One  peculiar  se- 
curity is  in  the  possession  of  a  writ- 
ten ConstitatknL  Let  ns  not  make  it 
blank  paper  by  coDstmction."  He 
fborlher  adds;  oonfees  I  think  it 
importsxit  in  the  present  case,  to  set 
an  example  against  broad  construction, 
by  appealing  for  new  power  in  the 
people.  If,  however,  our  friends  sliall 
think  differently,  certainly  I  shall  &o 
quiesce  with  satisfaction;  confiding, 
that  the  good  sense  of  onr  conntiy 
win  conect  tiie  evil  of  constrnction, 
when  it  shall  ptrodnoe  ill  ^focts." 

The  Spanish  government,  which  had 
very  unwillingly  yielded  Louisiana  to 
France,  made  loud  complaints  against 
its  sale  to  the  United  States ;  for  in  this 
transfer  to  the  American  republic,  Spain 
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Sftw  dflarly  ihe  rapid  apfffoaeh  of  fluit 
day,  wliidi  she  had  feared  bo  many 
years,  when  the  United  States  on  liar 
border,  would  be  all-po  werfiil,  and  wbea 
it  wotJd  be  impossible  for  her  to  retain 
possession  of  her  provinces.  Some  show 
of  opposition  wiia  made  in  respect  to 
giving  up  Louisiana,  and  from  what  we 
know  of  the  state  of  tbiug^i  in  France 
at  1^  date,  ihere  »  little  doubt  titat 
ihe  French  govenun^t  connived  at^  if 
not  encouraged,  tiiese  prooeedings. 

When  the  eighth  Oongrees  aaaeinbled, 
it  was  found  that  the  republicans  were 
largely  in  the  majority,  and 
Natlianiel  Macon  was  elected 
speaker  of  the  House  without  difficulty. 
In  the  president's  message,  above  re- 
ferred t^  it  waa  hopcfuUy  showiii  tiliat 
atthon^  tlie  aoqniBition  (if  oonflnned) 
would  add  thirteen  zmUions  to  the  pub- 
lic debt,  as  moat  of  it  was  not  payable 
until  after  fifteen  years,  when  it  was 
calculated  the  exlstincr  debt  would  he 
all  dLscharged,  no  aihlitional  taxes  would 
be  required.  And  as  this  aspect  of  the 
business  was  the  one  that  most  of  all 
conceraed  the  SepresentatiTeB^  it  will 
be  worth  while  to  see  how  they  received 
the  intelligence  of  the  manrciUons  in- 
crease of  territory,  and  how  they 
thought  it  best  to  deal  with  it. 

The  federalists,  as  was  expected,  set 
their  faces  aijainst  the  entire  ti-nTisac- 
tion.  Griswold,  who  appears  to  have 
led  the  oppomtion,  proposed,  on  the 
24th  of  October/ a  resolation  calling 
for  papevS)  and  th»  the  supportm  of 
the  government  most  stretiuously  re- 
sisted. "  Each  party,"  says  Mr.  Tucker, 
"referring  to  the  call  for  papers  in 
1795,  relative  to  the  Briti^  Trea^, 


charged  the  other  with  inconsistency 
as  the  two  parties  had  now  changed 
phkces  as  to  tiiis  question.**  The  Admins 
iatration  party  urged  forcibly  agiunst 
the  federalists,  that  they,  only  a  short 
time  before,  were  willing  to  vuA  into  a 
war  with  Spain,  for  the  purp(we  of  get- 
ting posisesjsion  of  New  Orleans, — "  the 
key  to  the  Mississippi,"  alone ;  but  now, 
demnrred  about  receiving  it,  when  it 
was  offisred,  with  the  Ifia^ppi  itself 
and  -tiie  whole  land  thereon,  to  the 
farthest  ocean  to  boot,  for  a  pacific 
"  consideration  ;^  and  busied  themselves 
in  discovering  a  flaw  in  the  title.  The 
resolution  was  finally  rejected  by  a  very 
small  majority. 

Failing  on  that  point,  next  day  the  at* 
tack  was  repeated  from  a  new  quarter, 
— the  iknooMtiiuHonaUttf  of  the  acqmnp 
tion ;  for  the  United  States  government 
had  no  power  under  the  Gonstitation  to 
acquire  new  territory,  nor  was  it  accord- 
ant with  that  instrument,  to  give  to  the 
ports  of  Louisiana  such  a  preference  over 
the  other  ports  of  the  Union,  aa  was  se- 
cured by  the  admisdon  of.  French  and 
Spaniafli  vessehi  on  payment  6i  the  same 
duties  as.  were  paid  by  American  shqis. 
JohsHsiidolph,  with  diaracteristic  aeal, 
argued  on  the  dde  of  the  government, 
and  Nicholson,  of  ^Mar^dand,  urged, 
"  that  the  right  to  acquire  territoiy  was 
incident  to  every  sovereign  nation ;  that 
the  states  confederately  had  this  power 
after  their  independence,  and  having 
surrendered  it^  with  the  powor  to.  de- 
clare war  and  make  treaties,  to  Con* 
gress,  first  under  the  Confederji' 
tion,  and  afterwards  under  the 
Constitution,  it  now  belonged  to  the 
federal  government;  that  territory  can 
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be  ausqnired  <aily  by  couc^uest  or  pui^ 
chaae;  of  which  the  first  mode  is  given 
to  CongreaSf  m  the  power  to  make  war, 
and  the  last  to  the  preaident  and  Sen- 
ate, in  tlie  power  to  make  treaties ; 
and  lastly,  that  tlie.se  powers  are  ex- 
presf?ly  taken  from  tlic  states  l,>y  the 
Constitution,  and  being  essential  to  sov- 
ereignty, must  einst  somewhere.'' 

In  zespeet  to  this  point,  as  abo  die 
other  wMdh  was  nxged  by  ihe  federal 
ists,  viz.,  the  prelbeiuse  given  to  the 
ports  of  Loaifliana  over  those  of  other 
states,  Mr.  Tucker  candidly  confesses, 
that  "  the  republican  party  now  found 
that  the  very  strict  construction  of  the 
Constitution,  for  which  they  hud  con- 
tended when  in  the  opposition,  waanot 
anited  to  than  when  in  the  exerebe  of 
power;  and  which,  if  pushed  to  lliat 
extreme  of  nicety,  which  some  affected, 
would  often  defeat  the  main  purposes 
for  which  the  Constitution  was  estab- 
lished." Eighty-nine,  therefore,  voted 
in  favor  of  the  general  re.solutiori  for 
cai'rymg  tiiu  treaty  into  eliect,  against 
twenty-three  opponents;  andthereeK^ 
lations  for  a  provincial  government 
over  Itba  ceded  territory,  and  for  pro- 
viding the  purchase  money,  were  passed 
without  a  division  * 

Tlie  Spanish  authorities  in  Looifflana 
hud  made  every  j)reparation,  in  the 
spring  of  1803,  to  deliver  the  province 
over  to  the  French  Kepublic ;  and  the 
arrival  of  General  Yictor,  the  oommis- 
aioner,  was  waited  for  with  great  inter> 
est  The  general,  however,  did  not 
make  his  appearance,  and  news  caine. 


-  S<.«  Benton's  "  Ahridgemmtt  «f  <ll4  JMote 
f-mqrmi*  toL  iiL,  pp.  58-77. 


IBb.  v. 

that  the  province  had  been  sold  to  the 
United  States.  Lanasat  was  to  act  as 

commiarioner  to  receive  Lonisiana  from 
the  Spaniards,  and  then  to  transfer  it 

to  the  United  States.  As  we  have  in- 
timated above,  Spain  expressed  much 
indignation  at  this  proceeding,  and  if 
she  could,  she  would  have  refused  her 
acquiescence ;  but  she  had  no  altema- 
ttve  except  sabmisBion ;  and  so  Lauasat 
issued  Jiis  proclamation  on  the  80th  of 
November,  informing  the  Lomsianians 
of  the*  grest  change  which  was  on  the 
eve  of  taking  place  in  then*  political 
relations,  and  with  considerable 
skill  enlarging  upon  the  new 
privileges  which  they  were  thus  to  ac- 
quire. To  prevent  the  possibility  of 
violence  from  tiie  lower  classes  of 
the  popnlaoe^  respectittg  whom  mndi 
alarm  was  felt  after  the  withdrawal  of 
the  Spanish  tnwps,  and  the  evacuation 
of  the  militaiT  post.«,  a  volunteer  bat* 
t&linn  of  young  Americans  was  en- 
rolled, and  placed  under  the  command 
of  Daniel  Clarke,  juuioi",  the  American 
oansoL  They  were  Soon  joined  by 
nnmbers  of  £^ch  Creoles,  antU  they 
were  mote  tiian  three  hnndred  strong ; 
they  were  organized  in  detachments, 
and  patrolled  the  city  of  New  Orleans, 
and  maintained  guard  in  the  forts  night 
and  day,  until  the  17th  of  December, 
when  the  American  troops  bad  arrived 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  city. 

WOliam  C.  0.  Qaiborne,  governor 
of  the  Mtfsissippi  Territory,  and  Geo- 
eral  James  Wilkinson,  had  been  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  the  American 
commissioners;  and  Governor  Claiborne 
wag  authorized  to  exercise  provisionally 
all  the  civil  authority  pertaining  to  the 
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fanner  Spsiuali  governor  and  intendant, 
for  the  preserv^taon  cf  Older,  and  the 

protection  of  persons  and  property.  On 
the  20th  of  December,  possession  was 
taken  of  the  province :  we  quote  from 
Monette  an  account  of  the  ceremonies 
connected  with  this  eventful  day. 

On  Ifoaday  moiniiig,  at  ennme,  the 
tri-«olm«d  flag  was  devated  to  the  snm- 
mit  of  the  flag-staff  in  the  public  square. 
At  eleven  o'clock,  a.  m.,  the  militia  pa- 
raded near  it,  and  precisely  at  noon  tlie 
commisslonei-s  of  tlic  United  States,  at 
the  head  of  the  ^Vmerican  troops,  en- 
tered the  city.  The  regular  froops 
formed  on  the  opposite  dde  of  the 
square,  fiiciug  the  nuliti&  At 
this  time,  the  colonial-prefeet^ 
attended  by  his  secretary,  and  a  nuin- 
b(;r  of  French  citiy.en?*,  advanced  from 
b's  quartei-s  to  the  City  Hal!,  saluted 
as  he  approached  by  a  discharge  of 
artilleiT. 

At  the  City  Hall,  a  largo  concourse 
of  the  inoet  respectable  dtizens  awaited 
his  approai^  Here,  in  die  presence 
of  the  assembled  miiltitnde,<ihe  prefect 

delivered  to  the  American  commission- 
ers the  keys  of  the  city,  emblematic 
of  the  formal  delivery  of  the  province. 
He  then  declared,  that  such  of  the  in- 
habitants as  desired  to  pass  under  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  were 
absolved  from  their  allegiance  to  the 
French  Republic. 

Governor  Claiborne  then  arose,  and 
offered  to  the  people  of  Louidana  his 
congratulations  on  the  auspicious  event 
which  had  placed  tbein  ])eyond  the 
reach  of  chance.  lie  ius.sured  them, 
that  the  people  of  the  United  States 
received  them  as  brothers,  and  would 
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hasten  to  extend  to  them  the  bene- 
fits of  the  free  institutions  which  had 
formed  the  basis  of  our  unexampled 
prosperity ;  and  that,  in  the  mean  time, 
they  should  be  protected  in  their  lib- 
erty, their  property,  and  their  religion ; 
their  agriculture  should  be  encouraged, 
and  their  commerce  ikvored. 

The  tri>eoIored  flag  of  IVanoe  slowly 
descended,  meeting  the  rising  flag  of 
the  United  Stat^  at  half-mast.  After 
the  pan?c  of  a  fen'  minutes,  the  flag  of 
France  descended  to  the  ground,  and 
the  star^pangled  banner  rose  to  the 
sunnuit  of  the  flag-staf^  saluted  by  the 
roar  of  artillery,  and  the  joyful  response; 
of  the  American  people,  accompanied 
by  a  fall  band  d  martial  music,  to  the 
air  of  "Hail, Columbia r  The  windows, 
balconies,  and  corridors  of  the  vicinity 
were  crowded  with  ladies,  brilliant  l)e- 
yond  comparison,  each  with  the  Amer- 
ican flag  in  miniature  proudly  waving 
over  their  heads.  The  formal  deliv- 
ery of  the  more  remote  posts,  and  their 
dependencies,  took  place  during  the 
following  spring.  Further  on,  we  shall 
speak  of  the  troubles  with  Spain,  which 
grew  out  of  this  transfer  of  lioninana. 

Sullivan,  writing  in  1833,  in  respect 
to  the  purchase  of  the  now  province, 
gi\'e3  the  views  entertained  by  the  fed- 
eralists aa  to  the  president's  coui'se  in 
this  matter.  **This  diplomatic  opera- 
tiott,"he  says,  "has  proved  to  be  far 
more  advantageous  to  the  United 
States,  than  there  was  any  gronnd 
even  to  hope  for  thirty  years  ago. 
The  feai*=?  then  entertained  have  dii?ap- 
peared  in  the  changes  which  have  oc- 
curred in  the  power  and  in  the  probft" 
ble  designs  both  of  France  and  Spain, 
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in  r(  lationto  this  country.  And  also, 
that  whatever  Mr.  Jefferson's  motives 
rna}-  c  been,  and  however  assuming 
to  make  thb?  purchase,  it  was  certainly 
better  to  have  made  it,  and  in  whole, 
than  to  have  had  either  a  Spanish  or 
Frencli  colony  on  tbe  banks  of  the 
]Mississij[)pi.  Thus  Mr.  Jefferson  was 
80  fortonate  as  to  find^fhat  an  act  wlucb 
would  hare  called  forian  impeachment 
under  some  circumstances,  is  now  re- 
garded as  the  most  meritorious  of  hh 
pul>lie  life.  It  will  hv  neen,  hereafter, 
how  well  fouTided  the  apprehensions  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  opponents  were.  (Ref- 
erence is  liere  made  to  some  fbtile  at- 
tempt of  Spain  to  impede  tlie  tmosfer.) 
With  respect  to  the  snm,  (fifteen  mil- 
lions,)  it  Avas  probably  thrice  as  much 
as  needed  to  have  been  given ;  because 
Bonaparte  knew,  at  the  time  of  the 
purchase,  that,  on  renewal  of  the  war, 
the  whole  country  of  Louisiana  would 
be  taken  possession  of  by  the  British ; 
and  would  consequently  be  lost  both 

to  EVance  and  Spain.  Notwilli- 

standing  it  has  proved,  so  far  as  can  be 
now  discerned,  a  useful  measnre,  except 
in  the  amount  it  cost." 

In  concluding  at  this  point,  the  nar- 
rative of  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana, 
it  is  worth  while  to  observe,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  an  eloquent  statesman,  that, 
"  the  renewal  of  die  Enropeaii  war^  and 
the  partialities  <^  Mr.  Je£ferson  in  favor 
of  France,  enabled  him  to  accomplish 
an  object  which  greatly  enlarged  the 
territories  of  the  L^nion — which  re- 
moved a  mast  formidable  source  of  fu- 
ture dissensions  with  Finance — which 
exceedingly  strengthened  the  relative 
inflnence  and  power  of  the  state  and 


section  of  the  Union,  to  which  he  him* 
self  belonged,  and  which  in  its  conse- 
quences changed  the  character  of  the 
Confederacy  itself.  This  operation,  by 
far  the  greatest  that  has  Ijeeu  accom- 
plished by  any  admiuLstratioa  under 
the  Constitotion,  was  consnmmated  at 
the  price  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars 
in  money,  and  cf  a  diteetf  wtigualified^ 
admitted^  vidlatian  of  tJie  Constitution 
of  tlie  United  States.  According  to  the 
tlicory  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  as  applied  by 
him  to  the  alien  and  sedition  acts, 
it  was  absolutely  null  and  void.  It 
might  have  been  nulliiled  by  the  leg- 
islatore  of  any  one  state  in  iJie  Union, 
and  if  persisted  in,  would  have  war- 
ranted and  justified  a  combination 
of  Rtates,  and  their  secession  from 
the  Confederacy  in  resistance  against 
it.  That  nn  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution was  iieeessary  to  legalize  the  an- 
nexation of  Louisiana  to  the  Union, 
was  the  opinion  both  of  Mr.  Jefferson 
and  of  "iSr,  Madison.  They  fmally  :ic- 
qniesced,  however,  in  the  latitndinons 
construction  of  that  instrument)  which 
holds  the  treaty-making  powers,  to- 
gether with  an  act  Congress,  euflScicnt 
for  this  operation.  It  was  accordingly 
thus  consummated  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
and  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  acqui- 
escence of  the  peopla  Upwards  <rf 
thirty  years  have  passed  away  since 
this  great  change  was  ^foeted.  By  a 
subseqaent  treaty  with  Spain,  by  virtue 
of  the  same  powers  and  authority,  the 
Floridas  have  been  also  annexed  to 
the  Union,  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
United  States  have  been  extended 
from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean.  There  is  now  notiiing  in  the 
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Coii3titution  of  the  United  States  to 
iiilin)lt  tlieir  exten.sion  to  the  two  polar 
circles  from  the  Stiait^  of  Hudson  to 
the  Straits  of  MaguUau.  Whether  this 
very  capacity  of  enhargement  of  tern- 
tory  and  multiplication  of  states  by  the 
coDstrnctivc  power  of  Congress,  without 
cbeck  or  control  either  by  the  states  or 
by  their  people,  will  not  fiuully  teririi- 
nate  in  the  dissolution  of  ik»  Union 
itself,  time  alone  can  determine.  The 
credit  of  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana, 
whether  to  be  considered  as  a  source 
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of  good  or  of  evil,  is  perhaps  due  to 
Robert  R  Livingston  more  than  to  any 
other  man,  but  the  merit  of  its  accom- 
pllslnneut  must  ever  remain  as  the 
great  and  imperishable  memorial  of 
the  administralaon  of  J^raon.** 


*  John  Quincy  AdAms's  "  Life  of  Jama  Maditon^ 
pp.  T8|  TQi  SMsfaw Dr.  J.  W. Fkmdtf's ilibievieir 
of  the  life  and  services  of  Mr.  Livingston,  in  an  "Ad- 
drm  h^ore  the  I'hihUxian  Society  qf  Columbia 
C<flltg«,^  18S1,  in  which  Iw  cUui  thrt  **OlMiifldkf 
Livingston  'n-ns  the  promiMiit  and  eCBdiBDt  igant  in 
this  important  negptiatioa." 


WESTERN  EXPLORATIONS. 


CHAPTEB  IIL 

1801-1806. 

PBOOBXaa   OF   XTXirTa   DVBIITO   ISOS,   1804,  AVD  180b. 

Mr.  JefFcrMn'i  interest  inircttcneqilonitkiw — Levis  and  OMtlcfrs  expedition  to  th«  month  of  the  Colnmbla  River— 
S«cond  MAiion  of  th«  MTOifh  CoogrcM — The  praddent  reeommendg  the  repeal  of  diacrimioating  duties— Grls- 
trold'*  inquiry  into  the  manageinent  of  the  treasury  —  Tlie  eighth  Congrcee  —  Amendment  to  the  Con«Utntion 
rapeotlng  electiom  of  pMatdent  and  vicfrprerident—  Wannljr  oppoied — HnaU;  «ani«d— Bankmpt  law  repealed 
— Jeflfanoni^  Ttewa  aa  to  tibe  United  State*  Bank —Uf.  VuAe^  itatciiMBti— Judge  Thkertng  tried  and  rcuoved 

—  Artiiilos  of  iriip.'iioliniuLit  ngninfl  .luilcrc  Clin?*:'  — Work  uf  tlic  ik-s»Iijn  —  Land  acquired  frcim  Delaware  Indians— 
Kaval  uSain  in  the  AIcditc-rrau«aa  —  Troxtun's  resigunttou  —  Commodore  Morris  removed  on  cliaige  of  iaactiv- 
Ity  ia  Ifca  <«l»le>*->P>eblc  oppointcd  to  the  command  of  the  squndron  —  him  «f  (be  TMkdelplda— DtabnuHoa 
of  this  sliip  by  Decatur  in  tlie  liarbor  of  Tripoli — Preble  bombards  Tripoli  —  Recall  ml  —The  <3i«a8tcr  of  the  Intre- 
pid— Loss  of  Somers,  and  others — Barroo  in  command — Exploits  of  Eutoa  and  Uftmct  Cjiramalli — l*t*co  cuu- 
cluded — Terms  of  it — Popularity  of  the  admiiditration — Presidential  contest — Barr  dropped — Clinton  the  can- 
Adate  for  Tiee-preudent— Gontcet  fw  govemanliip  of  New  York— Bnir'a  nge  against  ZbinUton— Detennlaea 
on  revenge— Poihei  a  qnarrd  npon  Hamilton  -The  eihallenge  and  ita  fittalreiiih- KunlHofi^i  death —Sulllvan'i 
reroarliT  (•■a  tlio  p<  r-onnl  nji[ienmiK'ij  of  Iliiniilt' m  nnil  Burr  —  Congress  opens  InXovcmlipr  — Tli<>  prf^iJcul's  rii?s- 
age — Trial  of  Judge  Chose  —  Acquitted  —  Diaappalntment  of  the  dominant  par^  —  Laws  enacted  —  The  eleo- 
Honaiid  itsMMlto— "RMkei^  itateincBtaat  Qweloaa  ofThoaiM  JeKntnalatat  tatni  of  lerriea. 


The  extent,  bonndarie?:,  pliystcii!  as- 
pect and  ]-esuurces  of  Louisiana  Ixnnrj 
alike  uukuowu,  it  became  important 
for  the  government  of  the  United 
Statea  to  take  meaaorea  for  ezaminmg 
into  these  important  particnlara  at  aa 
early  a  day  aa  practicable.  Hr.  Je£fe^ 


son  had,  for  a  number  of  roars,  been 
interested  in  the  exploiution  of  the 
country  west  of  the  Mif5sis.>I|)pi.  He 
had,  when  in  France,  recummeuded  it 
to  Ledyard,  after  be  was  disappointed 
in  bis  project  of  engaging  in  the  fat 
tndOf  on  tbe  northwest  eoaat  of  Ame^ 
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icii ;  and  in  1792,  lie  proposed  to  the 
American  Philosophical  Society  to  ef- 
fect the  same  object  by  subscription. 
It  was  actually  undertaken  by 
Michaux,  the  well  known  bota- 
nist, under  the  auspices  of  the  society ; 
but  after  proceeding  as  £ur  as  E«iitn<^, 
Ilia  purpoM  was  coantamuuided  by  the 
French  mmigter  in  ihe  United  States ; 
for  he,  as  we  are  infbzmed,  did  not  con- 
fine himself  to  googrnphicil  and  scien- 
tific mattei-s,  but  engaged  in  the  politi- 
cal agitations  and  scheme.*?  in  addition. 

On  the  18th  of  January,  1803,  tlie 
president  sent  a  confidential  measage  to 
Ck>Dgrcss,  ooEutaining  a  reoommendiition 
on  this  aabjeet)  m  <»naeqiieiioe  of  which, 
an  approfoialaon  was  made  ibr  defray* 
ing  the  expense  of  an  explorini^  expe- 
dition overland  to  the  Pacific.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson, as  liLs  biographer  says,  "  consid- 
ered that  the  Ilnited  States  would  l>o 
justly  subject  to  the  reproach  of  the 
Boentifte  wcfld,  if  they  longer  delayed 
to  obtaia  more  aoenrate  geographical 
knowledge  of  Ihe  weatam  wildemeaB, 
—a  country  highly  interesting  in  itself, 
and  which  their  people  were  destined 
one  day  to  overspread.  He  waa  per- 
haps yet  further  stimulated  to  obtain  a 
more  accurate  knowledfjje  of  the  conn- 
try,  because  he  had  a  hope  of  obtaining 
it,  sooner  later,  from  Fnmce."  "In 
lookbg  about  for  a  fit  person  to  conduct 
this  enterprise,  no  one  iwewnted  him- 
self to  his  mind  possessed  of  so  many 
of  the  requisite  qualifications  as  Captain 
Meriwether  Lewis,  who,  reared  in  his 
neighborhood,  had  been  long  known 
to  him,  and  had  for  nearly  two  years 
acted  as  his  private  secretary.  His 
character  is  thtH  ftiHiMIy  sketched  by 


Mr.  Jelfei^on,  in  a  memoir  of  his  life, 
prepared  for  the  posthumous  narrative 
of  the  expedition:  *0f  courage  un- 
daunted; possessing  a  firmness  and  per- 
severance of  purpose,  which  nothing 
but  impossibilities  could  divert  from 
its  direction;  carefhl  as  a  &ther  of 
those  eommitted  to  his  charge,  yet 
steady  in  the  maiut^iance  of  order  and 
discipline;  intimate  mth  the  Indian 
character,  customs  and  princi- 
ples; habituated  to  the  hurting 
life;  guarded,  by  e.xact  olv^ei  vatiou  of 
the  vegetables  an<l  animals  of  his  own 
country,  against  losing  time  in  the  de- 
scription of  olgects  already  possessed ; 
honesty  dionterested,  liberal,  of  sound 
undeiistanding,  and  a  fidelity  to  truth 
so  scrupulous,  that  whatever  he  ebonld 
report  would  be  as  cotaui  as  if  seen 
by  ourselves.'" 

The  judgment  di.*;p]ayed  in  tliis  se- 
lection, was  justified  by  the  event.  The 
exploring  party,  exdnuTe  of  a  smell  es- 
cort as  fiur  as  tiie  Maadana,  consisted  of 
twenty-«gfat  individnals,  carefolly  se* 
lected,  exclusive  of  Captain  Lewis  and 
Captain,  Jcnathau  Clarke,  who  was  sec- 
ond in  command.  This  gentleman  was 
the  brother  of  George  Rogers  Clarke, 
and  partook  of  his  capacity  to  euduro 
hardship  and  brave  dangers,  as  well  as 
his  practical  good  sense.  Widihis  own 
hand  the  president  prepared  a  set  of 
instructions  for  CSaptain  Lewis,  which 
seem  to  embrace  every  object  of  im- 
portance which  mi^ht  demand  his  at" 
tention. 

A  passage  or  two  from  these  "In- 
structions" will  serve  to  display  the 
spirit  under  which  Jefferacm  wished  the 
party  to  proceed  on  its  interesting  work. 
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•<  la  all  your  mieroonxM  vtth  Ibe  na- 
Htsb,  treat  them  in  the  most  Mendly 
and  condliatoiiy  mamier  idiich  ihehr 
own  condact  will  admit ;  allay  all  jeal- 
ousies, as  to  the  object  of  your  journey ; 
satisfy  them  of  its  innocence ;  make 
them  acqnaintod  with  the  position,  ox- 
tent,  chiinicter,  peixceable  and  coramer- 
jcial  dispositions  of  the  United  States ; 
of  ovr  iriaih  to  loe  n^hborly,  fiiendly, 
and  uaeM  to  them,  and  of  our  dkpoei- 
13(«8  to  a  ooamkerelal  inteicoiime  with 
tiiem ;  confer  with  them  on  the  points 
most  convenient  as  mutual  emporiums, 
and  the  articles  of  most  desirable  in- 
terchancre,  for  them  and  for  us.  .  .  . 
Carry  with  you  some  niatt<?r  of  the 
kiue-pox ;  inform  those  of  them  with 
whom  yon  may  be,  of  its  efficacy  as  a 
preservative  firom  the  smaU-pox,  and 
instruct  and  encourage  them  in  the  nae 
of  it.  This  may  be  especially  done 
wherever  you  winter."  "  To  your  own 
discretion  must  be  left  the  desiree  of 
dancrer  you  may  risk,  and  tlie  [)oint  at 
whicli  you  should  decline ;  only  saying, 
we  wish  you  to  err  on  the  side  of  your 
safety,  and  to  bring  back  your  party 
safe^  even  if  it  be  with  less  infonna- 
tion."» 

The  larger  j)art  of  the  year  vras  spent 
in  making  prej)arations  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  it  wtis  thouglit  best  that  it 
should  not  enter  the  Missouri  till  the 


•  Lacepedc,  writing  to  Jefferson  on  (his  topi(%  seems 
almost  to  have  cMi|^t «  ^impse  of  the  wonderful  do- 
TclopmentsordwIMnra:  *'ir joariatioiii,"lwat78, 
" can  establiKh  an  easy  communicaHon  by  rivr- ,  ran^ls, 
and  short  portages,  between  New  York  (for  exiuspie) 
and  a  citj  that  uoft  b0  Indli  at  <Iw  nouUk  of  fllfr  Co- 
lumbia, wJiat  a  rovte  for  A$  ttWUMrt^  Sunpe, 
Alia,  and  America  I " 

Vol.  m^t 
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sprmg.  .AlxNit  the  middle  of  Hay, 
1804,  the  party  le(ffc  the  banb  of' the 
Missaetppi  We  may  mention  in  the 

present  connection,  that  the  journey  of  j 
this  brave-hearted  band,  from  t  h  r  r  :  i  1 1  ^  h  ! 
of  the  Missouri,  by  the  Columbia  to  the  ! 
Pacific  Ocean,  and  back,  occuj)ied  them  | 
for  twenty-elglit  months  and  ten  days ; 
and  they  richly  merited  the  eulogy  of 
the  praudent^  which  we  find  in  his  mea* 
sage  at  the  opening  of  Congress,  in  De- 
cember, 1806.  "  They  have  traced  the 
Missouri  nearly  to  ita  source,  descended 
the  Columbia  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  as- 
certained with  accuracy  the  geography 
of  that  interesting  communication  across 
our  continent,  learnt  the  character  of 
the  country,  of  its  coiiimerce  and  inhab- 
itants ;  and  it  ia  bnt  justice  to  say,  that  . 
Messm.  Lews  and  Clarke^  and  their 
brave  companions  have,  by  this  ardn^ 
ons  Fervioe,  deserved  todl  cf  ikixr  cow^ 
tryr 

During  the  second  session  of  the  | 
seventh  Congress,  few  acts  of  general  ! 
interest  were  passed.   The  most  im- 
portant was  a  law  (February  17th)  to 
prevent  the  importation  of  negroes, 
mnlattoea,  or  other  persons  of  color, 
(not  being  natives,  citiams,  or  seamen, 
of  the  United  States,  or  seamen,  natives 
of  countries  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  i 
Hope,)  into  any  part  of  the  United  [ 
States,  within  a  state  which  had  pro- 
hibited, by  law,  the  admission  of  any 
SQch  negro,  or  parson  of  color ;  nnder 
penalty  of  one  thousand  dolian, 
and  the  fbdfiiitiiie  of  the  vessel 
in  which  such  person  was  imported. 
The  time  had  not  then  arrived  when 
the  importation  of  slaves  was  prohib- 
ited by  the  Constitution,  and  this  law 
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was  passed  iu  oonfonnitjr  to  the  lairs 
of  certain  states  which  bad  been  passed 
to  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves.* 
An  ameDdment  to  the  ConBtitttticm 

was  proposed  and  debated  in  committpp 
of  tlx'  wIioIp,  but  not  having  obtained 
the  majority  of  tuivthird.^,  wan  laid 
over  till  the  folluwiiic^  year.  The  uli- 
ject  wa.s,  to  prevent  the  recurreuee  of 
Bueh  a  contingency  as  occnrred  at  the 
last  eleetionof  prefddent  and  vico-pres- 
ident. 

The  pr&sident'a  recommendation  to 
repeal  the  discriminating  duties,  liid 
not,  as  Mr.  Tucker  states,  receive  the 
approbation  of  C«  Ingres'^.  Tlie  mer- 
chants of  New  York  ami  riiiluUcIphia 
petitioned  against  this  repeal,  and  the 
subject,  idthough  debated,  was  never 
act«d  upcm.  The  petitioners,  says  the 
same  writer,  "had  tried  the  effect  of 
mutual  burdens  on  the  trade  between 
them  and  foreign  nations,  but  they  had 
not  made  the  expcnment  of  mntiial  ex- 
emption ;  and  bU|)po>jin2r  the  ciiscrimi- 
nationii  to  be  cc[ual,  it  is  not  easy  to 
see,  why  the  advantage  to  i:Vmerican 
vessels  of  a  lower  tonnage  duty  at 
home,  woold  not  be  counterbalanced 
by  the  dit^advontage  of  a  higher  duty 
abroad,  in  every  voyjige  outward  and 
homeward.  In  tmtli,  all  the^e  discrim- 
inations, which  o]ier;ite  as  a  bounty  on 
some  by  the  exclusion  of  ctlu  rs,  are 
hurtful  to  the  whole  mercantile  inter- 
est, and  operate  to  lessen  the  amoont 
of  trade^  by  requiring  a  greater  cajntal 
to  carry  it  on,  by  narrowing  the  sphere 
of  competition,  and  by  less^mng  the 

*  Sec  Benton's  "Abridgement ^(h9  XMalW  ^  (IW 
grm^'  toL  ii^  pp.  1^  7iS. 


total  wnonnt  of  imports  and  exports. 
We  may,  therefore,  feirly  infer,  that 
whenevOT  nations  shall  clearly  see  their 

interests,  and  be  content  to  jnii  sue  them 
without  jeidousy  or  other  bias^  they  will 
act  on  the  principle  recomm^ded  by 
Mr.  Jeiferson."* 

Mr.  Griswold,  of  Connecticut,  made 
a  ptai  ty  movement  in  order  to 
bring  suspicion  npon  the  man- 
agement of  the  treasury.  He  pro{Kised 
on  inquiry,  when  the  session  hod  almost 
reached  its  close,  into  the  appropriation 
of  the  whole  of  the  $7,300,000  to  the 
discharge  of  the  ]inl)lie  deV>t,  l>y  the 
connuis-sionci-ij  of  the  sinkiiii;  fuud;  sug- 
gesting that  it  had  not  all  been  so  aj> 
phed.  But  this  recrimiuation  met  witli 
no  better  sncoess  than  it  deserved;  Gal- 
latin  replied  to  the  inqoiries  so  fully,  so 
clearly,  and  so  prom])tly,  as  to  gain  a 
new  triuiuj'h  for  the  administration,  out 
of  what  had  brcu  designed  to  involve 
them  in  pcr^dcxity,  if  not  to  cover  them 
with  bhuuie.  On  the  iid  of  March,  the 
seventh  Confess  reached  its  termina- 
tion,  and  the  attention  of  the  pcoj)lc 
was  bestowed  upon  the  electkms  wltidi 
went  on  during  the  summer. 

On  a  previous  page  (p.  43)  we  have 
mentioned  the  opening  of  the  eighth 
Congress,  in  October,  1803.  A  t  an  early 
day  of  this  pe«!sion,  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution  (spoken  of  above)  w;i«i 
proposed,  relative  to  the  election  of 
president  and  vice-president,  so  as  to 
designate  the  person  voted  for  as  presdp 

•  Tucker's  "L*/e  qf  Jefferton,"  voL  ii.,  p.  1.14. 
Tho  biographer  qf  Uie  third  president  take*  oocMkm 
aho  to  pobt  ont  '^flie  nnall  gamo"  whidi  fhs  nfiaUi* 
can  parly  wit«.-  iiflcr,  in  decTring  and  Attemptiiig  to  i» 
tiroj  Uifi  mint,  at  this  lime.  tSw  p.  1S7. 
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dent  or  aa  vice-president,  instead  of  the 
existing  article,  whicli  reqnirpfl  tlie 
electoi's  to  vote  for  tuD  jH  i-iioiis  iur 
these  offices,  of  w  hoiu  tlic  uiio  who  had 
the  higliest  number  votes  was  to  be 
president.*  Tlus  amendment,  acoord- 
ingto  Mr.  Tucker,  "was  vehemently 
opposed  in  both  Hoi:Kes  by  tlie  «)ppo- 
sition,  but  was  finalJy  carried  by  the 
requisite'  \<>te  of  two-thirds  in  both 
IlousCfj.  i  lie  change  waa  op  posed  on 
the  ground  that  it  would,  by  means  of 
party  intrigue,  favor  the  election  of  a 
vice-president  who  would  be  nnfit  to 
discbEO^  the  office  of  president;  that 
the  election  by  the  Ilonse  of  Ke[)re- 
8cntativ(B  might  not  be  expected  to  ]ie 
of  frequent  recurrence,  and  when  it 
wa«,  if  they  sliould  clioose  the  person 
who  Wiis  least  fit,  it  would  be  asahitary 
warning  to  both  parties,  to  bestow  tkcu- 
votes,  in  all  oases,  on  persons  properly 
qualified ;  that  a  change  of  the  Consti- 
tution was,  of  itself  an  evil,  and  was 
likely  to  prevent  the  veneration,  which 
time,  and  time  alone,  confers ;  and  that 
it  waa  better  to  submit  to  a  yifirtial  evil, 
than  rislc  one  yet  greater  in  on  untiied 
experiment." 
Notwithstanding  the  eflbrta  of  the 
j  opposition,  the  amendment  was  carried, 
I  and  during  the  year  1804,  it  was  rati- 
fied  by  the  legislatures  of  three-fourths 
1  of  the  states,  as  required  by  the  Con- 
stitution. Only  ^Ti'.ssachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, and  Dc'lawui'e,  refused  assent 


•  For  Uic  speeches  in  the  Senate,  December  2, 1803, 
nf  T7fWi  Tney  wpami,  and  of  John  TtyUtr,  in  &vor 

of  Mih  :ini(  i).l;ndit  to  the  ConslituUon,  see  Williston's 
**£loquene4  qf  the  United  Stattn,"  vdL  it,  ppw  S2(M8. 
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to  the  change.  On  tlio  25th  of  Septem- 
ber, the  st'cretHHi-y  of  state  p^ave  public 
notice  of  this  ameudment  having  been 
duly  adopted  and  ratified.* 

The  premdent  had  never  looked  with 
fkvor  upon  the  bankrupt  law,  which 
was  enacted  during  one  of  the  last 
yeare  of  Mr.  Adamses  administration ; 
and  it  was  at  his  in.^tance,  and  with  lii.s 
hearty  concurrence,  tliat  tlie  law  was 
rcjit  uled  by  Coiifrress.  "As  this  law  au- 
thorized a  majority  of  the  creditors  to 
discharge  a  bankrupt  trader  from  all 
his  preceding  debts,  it  was  regarded  by 
many  of  the  other  dasses  of  men,  as  an 
invidious  priwlege  to  the  mercantile 
community ;  especially  in  the  southeni 
state?,  where  the  atri'icultural 

IMC* 

puisuits  are  predominant;  and 
as  it  was  lound,  that  by  the  power  of 
making  discriminations  in  favor  of  some 
creditors,  and  in  fact  of  making  surrep- 
titioas  creditors^  there  was  no  difficulty 
in  general,  in  obtaining  the  sanction  of 
the  requisite  majority  for  the  debtor^ 
discharge,  the  law  was  condemned  as 
atfording  but  too  much  encoumcr^'JPient 
to  fraud,  waste,  and  a  rash  spirit  of  ad-  i 
venture."  On  this  account,  it  was  not 
regarded  with  favor  by  a  laigc  portion 
of  the  people,  while,  at  the  same  time, 
those  engaged  in  oomnfercial  pursuitSi 
sti-ongly  urged  that  some  law  of  the 
kind  was  absolutely  necessary  to  a  na- 
tion as  extensively  engag-ed  a"  are  the 
United  JStates,  in  trade  and  commerce. 
The  repeal  was  carried  in  the  House, 
by  a  vote  of  ninety-nine  to  thirteen. 

It  will  be  xeooUeoted  by  the  reader, 
that  the  anti-lederalistB  had  vdiemently 
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opposed  the  creatioa  of  the  Bunk  of  the 
United  States,  respectiiig  which,  we 
have  alieady  given  a  ftJl  aoooont  in 
car  second  T€lnme»  (pp.  S96-90S.) 
Mr.  Jeffei'son's  sentiments  accorded 
fully  with  those  of  the  party  whose 
leader  he  now  was;  and  hia  antagonism 
to  this  institution  was  none  the  less  ac- 
tive since  his  accession  to  the  chief- 
magistracy.  In  writing  to  Mr.  GaUa- 
tin,  he  e^vesBes  himself  as  finuly  con- 
vinced ^at  tlie  Bank  of  tlie  United 
States  is  an  institution  **nioBt  deadly 
hostile  to  l^e  principles  and  forms  of 
the  CJonstitution."  This  he  undertakes 
to  demonstrate  thus:  "That  it  is  hos- 
tile we  know,  1,  From  a  knowledge  of 
the  principles  of  the  persons  coiriposiiii^ 
the  body  of  directors  in  every  bank, 
prmcipal  or  branch ;  and  those  of  most 
of  the  stockholders.  2.  From  ilieir  op- 
position to  the  measDies  and  principles 
of  the  government,  and  to  the  election 
of  those  friendly  to  them :  and,  3.  From 
the  sentiments  of  tlie  ncwspapera  they 
support.  Now,  while  wc  aie  strong," 
he  ^oes  on  to  say,  "it  is  the  greatest 
duty  we  owe  to  tihe  safety  of  onr  Con- 
stitntion,  to  bring  tlua  powerful  enemy 
to  a  perfect  snbordinalaon  under  ita  an- 
thorities.  Tlie  first  measure  would  be, 
to  reduce  them  to  an  equal  footing  only 
wUli  other  banks,  as  to  the  favoi-s  of 
the  government.  But  in  order  to  be 
able  to  meet  a  general  combination  of 
the  banks  against  us  in  a  critical  emer- 
gency, could  we  not  malce  a  beginning 
towards  an  independent  use  of  onr  own 
money  ?  towards  holding  our  own  de* 
posits  in  all  the  banks  where  it  is  re- 
aeived,  and  letting  the  treasurer  give 
his  draft  or  note  Ibr  payment  at  any 


particular  place,  wiuch,  in  a  well-con- 
ducted government,  ought  to  have  i\a 
mneh  credit  as  any  private  draft,  or 
bank  nots,  or  lull,  aiul  would  give  ns 

the  same  facilities  which  we  derive  from 
the  banks  ?"  Very  likely,  as  Mr.  Tucker 

snj^^ests,  Andrew  Jackson  availed  him- 
self of  this  hint  at  a  later  day,  when 
he  had  resolv^ed  vip<m  his  course  with 
respect  to  the  hxat  Bank  of  the  United 
States. 

In  r^;ard  to  the  dangers  aiiamg  firam 
the  ezistenoe  of  a  national  bade,  we 

think  that  the  president*s  biographer 
speaks  with  as  much  trutii  as  candor. 
His  sentiments,  considering  his  .political 
views,  are  worthy  of  note.  "  The  pub- 
lic danger  from  siich  an  iustitution,"  he 
says,  "  on  which  Mr.  Jefferson's  hostility 
rested  yet  more  than  on  its  supposed 
unconstitutionality,  appears  to  have 
been  egregiously  overrated  by  him. 
The  power  of  so  wealthy  a  corpora- 
tion, using  all  its  money  in  loans,  and 
able  by  ita  high  credit,  so  to  multiply 
its  money,  would  indeed  be  formidable 
if  it  were  possessed  of  a  monopoly ;  but 
as  its  privileges  were  diared  witk  otiter 
banks,  and  as  those  created  by  tiie 
states  were  everywhere  equal  or  supe- 
rior in  wealth  to  the  branches  of  the 
United  States  Bank,  its  power  of  doing 
mischief  in  almost  neutralized,  while 
that  of  rendering  facilities  to  commerce 
remains.  It  would  seem  to  furnish  a 
conclusive  argument  against  the  imag- 
ined extent  of  their  power,  that  it  was 
not  sufficient^  in  1811,  to  preserve  its 
own  existence ;  and  that  its  successor, 
with  fiir  more  ample  means  and  re- 
sources, and  directed,  according  to  its 
enemies,  with  an  unezamj;^ed  unity  and 
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energy  of  purpose  to  this  single  object, 
has  not  been  a  whit  more  capftble  of 
self-preservation."* 

Just  at  tko  close  of  the  sesbioii,  in 
Maich,  1803,  the  House  of  Kepresentar 
tives  sent  a  mesBage  to  the  Souite,  im- 
peaehing  John  Hckering',  judge  of  the 
district  court  for  the  diBb^ct  of  New 
Hampahir^  of  hig^  crimes  and  niisde- 
meanors.  The  principal  charge 
against  him  wai?,  that  ho  was 
habitually  intoxicated,  and  in  various 
other  ways  unfit  for  his  high  position. 
On  the  txuli  whidi  took  place  at  this 
sesson  of  Gcmgress,  the  diarges  were 
proved,  and  he  wag  removed  from  his 
office. 

Articles  of  impeachment  were  also 
ordered  by  the  Honse  to  be  prefen-ed 
against  Judge  Cha^e,  of  Maryland,  one 
of  the  justices  of  th6  8U]<rt  lue  court  of 
the  United  States,  a  man  of  conaiderar 
ble  eloquenee  and  power,  and  net  easily 
daunted  by  any  attai^  upon  lus  judi- 
cial character  and  standing.  Judge 
Peters,  of  the  dJatrict  court  of  Penn- 
sylvania, vrna  also  noted  for  impeach- 
ment by  the  House,  who  seemed  deter- 
mined that  the  judiciai  y  should  undergo 
a  thorough  examination  and  purgation, 
BO  far  as  it  was  possible.  A  committee 
was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  articles 
in  pioper  fonn,  but  the  whole  matter 
was  postponed  to  the  next  session,  when 
it  -was  expected  that  there  ^otAd  fbe 
less  difficulty  in  canying  out'  €Ke'-de-* 
trigns  of  the  House.f  ." 

On  the  27th  of  March,  1804,  Con- 


*  Tucker's  "Life  qf  J^erton^  vol  il,  p.  159. 
t  8n  Botai^*  "  Jtr^MMut  ^  CA«  L^btUt*  of 


gress  adjourned,  after  a  long  and  active 
session.  Beside  the  points  we  have  al- 
ready noted,  we  may  mention,  that  the 
salaries  of  the  principal  officers  of  gov- 
ernment were  increased;  additional  du- 
ties were  imposed  on  imports, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  naval 
operations  in  the  Kediterranean  ;  a 
naturalisation  law  was  passed,  which 
required  a  residence  of  five  years  in- 
stead of  fourteen ;  and  two  separate 
irovernments  were  e.stjiblished  in  the 
newly  acquired  territory  of  Louisiana, 
to  be  oiganiaed  as  tiie  preddent  might 
deem  eiqiedient.* 

During  the  present  year,  (1804,)  the 
Delaware  Indians  relinqnished  to  the 
United  States  their  title  to  an  extensive 
tract  east  of  the  Mississippi,  between 
the  Wabash  and  Ohio,  for  which  they 
were  to  receive  annuities  in  auimals  aud 
implemeuts  for  agricultwe,  and  in  other 
neoesBaries*  This  was  an  important  ao> 
qnisitioa,  not  only  for  its  extent  and 
fertility,  but  because,  by  its  command- 
ing the  Ohio  for  three  hundred  miles, 
and  nearly  half  that  distance  the  Wa- 
bash, the  produce  of  the  settled  coun- 
try could  be  safely  conveyed  down 
those  rivers,  and,  with  the  cession  re- 
cently made  by  the  Kaskaskias,  (1803,) 


*  The  daims  ooaned«d  with  tbc  ''ITuoo  purohutt** 
riin)jHhcd,»t  tbc  tin^  materU  fat  cotitroreriy  and  d«- 
batfc  Mr.  Tucker  ((tves  «n  abstntct  of  tho  arguments 
ba'both  imdc«  0/  the  qtmUoo,  stating  (bat  tb»  8ut>joct 

I  .^qs.  fi,<iaH^  pMtf^Md  oa  flw  lOtb  of  Uardi,  after  Bflv^ 
jsral  votes,  «hk.h  showed  an  almost  equal  fitreugth  of 
parties,  by  a  vote  of  fiily^nina  to  fixrly-oinik— 
qf  Jefforton^  toL  iL,  p.  109.   8m  abo  Qariand's 

'  '■•Life  of  Ji^hn  Jlandvlph,"  vol.  L,  pp.  66,  199-205. 
According  to  this  writer,  "a  more  dotastabl^  impm* 
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it  nearly  consolidated  tbe  possessions 
of  the  United  States  north  of  the  Ohio, 
from  Lake  ]>ri*'  to  tlie  Missisaippi.  The 
Piaiikaisliaws,  having  some  cLiim  to  the 
country  ceded  by  tlie  Delawarea,  were 
r[uieted  by  a  fair  purchase. 

Besummg  our  aocount  of  niiyal  af- 
fairs, (seo  p.  21,)  we  find  that^  early  in 
1802,  Congress  enacted  laws  which  ob- 
vnated  the  president's  fsej-nples,  and  fully 
authorized  the  capture  and  condemna- 
tion of  any  Tripolitan  vessels  tlmt  might 
lie  fotmd.  A  rdief  squadron  of  five 
vessels,  (lientenant  Stenet's  lirave  lit- 
tle Enterprise  beiog  one  of  them,)  rated 
in  all  at  a  hundred  and  fifty-two  guns, 
was  dispatched  under  Commodore  Mor- 
ris to  the  ]\Iediterr?mean.  Tliey  left, 
however,  at  dilierent  dates,  the  last  not 
before  September;  but  the  force  in  that 
sea  had  been  increased  by  the  Bt^ton, 
under  Ike  eocentiie  Captain  JkTNiel, 
and  hj  several  smaUer  vessels,  which 
had  been  got  ready,  and  swt  off  as  rap- 
idly as  was  possible.  The  command  of 
the  squadron  was,  in  the  first  instance, 
offered  to  Truxtun,  and  accepted  by 
him,  but,  a  que.-.tion  having  arisen  about 
allowing  him  a  captain  in  the  flag-shi]), 
he  resigned.  "It  is  said  that  Commo- 
dore IVuEtan  did  not  intend  to  resign 
his  commianon  in  the  navy,  in  1802, 
but  simply  the  command  of  the  squad- 
ron to  which  he  had  been  appointed. 
'ITie  construction  put  uj^h  liTs-ronijI-viI-'; 
nication  by  the  dcpartmcntr,  FicWover,' 
was  opposed  to  this  idea^-amf  itci^p^* 
quently  retired  to  private  itfc.'*  -•*'-*:"' 

Into  the  partaculars  in  regard  to  the 
operatbns  d:'  the  American  vessels  im- 
der  Commodore  Morris,  we  need  not 
enter.  Daring  the  lattw  part  of 


1802,  and  the  autumn  of  ISOn,  Chaun- 
cey,  Rodgcrs,  Porter,  and  others,  i^iw 
tallied  the  repntation  of  ihcir  c<mntry- 
mea  lor  bravery  and  »kill,  aiul  numer- 
ous snccesses  were  attained  over  flotiUas 
of  gunboats  and  pirate  vesseLk  As  well 
as  he  was  able,  also^  the  commodore 
maintained  the  blockade,  con- 
voyed Amei"ican  ships,  and  kept 
the  ref;t  of  Barbary  in  order.  But  tlie 
armament  ^\  as  not  provided  with  gmis 
of  sufficient  calibre  for  the  bombard- 
ment of  Tripoli,  which  was  the  only 
arguiuwt  that  the  pasha  was  at  all  in- 
clined to  listen  to.  And,  after  his  re- 
turn, in  Xovember,  C(Hnmodore  Morris 
was  called  before  a  court  of  inquiry, 
and  beini^  pronounced  wanting  in  dili- 
gence and  activity  in  the  duties  assigned 
to  him,  was  dismissed  the  service,  in 
March,  1804. 

HSr.  Cooper  naturally  and  properly 
condemns  the  course  pursued  on  this 
occasion,  and  says,  that  "There  can  be 
little  question  that  the  act  of  the  ex- 
ecutive in  this  instance,  was  precipitate 
and  wrong."  "With  the  disregard  of 
tlie  feelings  of  those  who  have  adopted 
the  profession  of  arms,  that  civilians 
are  too  commonly  chargeable  withal, 
and  with  their  incapacity  of  discerning 
the  difference  between  removing  a  coun> 
try  postmaster,  or  collector  of  port  dues, 
and  dismissing  a  military  or  naval  offi- 
•.ceTf  t\iB'  president  seems  to  have  acted 
i-il  A  tnimner  fai-  j'ro;n  generous  towards 
'■^-Orris,  .who,  ^vliatever  erroi-s  in  jndg- 
iaent  iio '  may  have  committed,  was 
never  charged  with  want  of  zeal  or 
courage.  "His  dismissal  from  the  navy 
has  usually  been  deemed  a  high-handed 
political  measure,  ratiier  than  a  mititarj 
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condemnation."  The  removal  of  Ti  ux- 
tun  and  Morriji,  with  the  resignutiou 
of  Dale,  and  the  death  of  Barry,  re- 
duced the  number  ol  captaii^  to  niuc, 
the  number  named  in  the  law  feat  the 
reductiott  of  the  navy. 

Oanied  on  as  it  had  been,  this  Trl- 
politan  war  promised  to  be  iudcfioitely 
protracted;  accordingly,  a  fresh  sqnft<1- 
ron  was  dispatched,  vessel  by  vessi  l,  as 
thoy  wei  o  ready  for  sea,  under  Commo- 
dore Preble.  It  consisted  of  the  Con- 
stitaiiott,  a  fort^-four  gan  ship,  the  old 
Fliiladelpbia)  wHeh  vas  rated  as  a 
thirty-eighty  two  sixteen-gon  brigs,  and 
three  twelve-gun  schoonera,  including 
the  gallant  little  KntcrprlHc.  At  the 
outset  of  this  new  staije  of  the 

1908* 

nlYair,  some  trouble  and  deten- 
tion aiosc  from  the  capture  of  a  ved- 
sel  belonging  .to  Morocco ;  bnt  it  was 
happify  and  promptly  u  ijusted  by 
Preble,  before  he  entered  the  If  editer^ 
ranean,  in  October,  1803. 

Signalized  by  some  of  the  most  dar- 
ing and  brilliant  exploits  with  which 
the  records  of  the  American  navy  are 
adornefl,  this  periuti  of  the  war  was, 
nevertheless,  on  the  whole,  very  dis- 
astrous. Chasing  a  TripoUtan  vessel 
vilhin  the  shoal-watera  that  protect  the 
harbor  of  Tripoli,  on  the  31st  of  Octo* 
ber,  the  Philadelphia  struck  upon  a 
reef,  and  Bninluldjire  and  his  whole 
crew,  amonntinir  to  tlirec  hundred  and 
iifteen  souls,  were  ca])tuied.  The  ves- 
sel thus  lost  to  the  United  Statesi,  was 
subsequently  got  o£P  the  rochs  by  the 
enemy,  and  was  jnoored  off  Tiipoli, 
about  a  i^uarter  of  a  mile  from  the 
pasha's  e^tle. 

Preble  and  his  coadjutors  determined, 


at  an  early  day,  that  the  Philadelphia 
should  not  1)0  sutlereil  to  remain  in  the 
enemy's  iiancLs.    Accordingly,  Ducatur 
having  offered  Us.  services,  they  were 
accepted  for  the  gallant  ent^pdse  of 
boardii^  and  destroying  the  ship  as 
slie  lay  in  the  harbor  of  TripolL    The  | 
Philadelphia  had  forty  guns  mounted, 
double-^iliotted,  and  read}-  foi'  filing,  and 
the  whole  force  bv  land  uud  seit,  be- 
longing  to  the  enemy,  was  in  readiness  j 
for  efficient  service;  and  yet  Decatur,  i 
with  a  little  ketdi  of  sixty  tons,  mount- 
ing  four  small  guns,  and  having  a  crew 
of  seventy-five  8oaI<4,  undertook  the  cap- 
tui-e  and  destruction  o£  the  frigate. 
At^er  one  unsuccessful  effort  to  enter 
the  harbor,  in  consetjnence  of  a  severe 
pile,  on  the  evening  of  the  0th  of  Feb-  | 
ruary,  Decatur  was  enabled,  on  the  I 
15th,  in  his  ketch,  ihe  Intrepid,  i 
to  test  his  own  and  his  oountry- 
tosxHb  ability  to  cany  out  the  gallant 
undertaking  on  which  they  had  per-  j 
illcd  their  lives.  The  cool  deliberation, 
the  steady  nerve,  the  nuflinehing  gal- 
lantry, the  eutii'e  success  of  Decatur 
and  his  men,  are  fully  narrated  by  Mr.  j 
Cooper,  in  his  "Naval  History,"  and 
by  Mr.  Mackenne,  in  his  ''Dfe  of  De- 
catur." The  Philaddphia  was  set  on 
fire ;  the  brave  band  of  assailants,  with- 
out loaa  or  injury,  abandoned  the  bum-   |  j 
iiig  ship;  and  slowly  but  exultingly,  by    |  ! 
tlie  aid  of  their  sweeps,  withdrew  from    j  j 
the  «eene  of  danger  and  of  triumpli.    !  j 
"Hull,  spara,  and  rigging,  were  now 
enveloped  in  flames.  Ab  the  metal  of 
the  Philadelphia's  guns  became  heated, 
they  were  d^eharged  ip  saccession  from 
both  sides,  serving  as  a  brilliant  salvo 
in  honor  of  the  victory,  and  not  harm- 
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less  for  the  Tripolitans,  as  her  starboard 
battery  was  fired  directly  into  the  town. 
The  town  itself,  the  castles,  the  minarets 
of  the  mi)sqiies,  and  the  shipping  in  the 
harbor,  were  all  brought  into  distinct 
view  by  the  splendor  of  the  conflagrar 
tion.  It  served  aim  to  reveal  to  the 
enemy  the  cause  of  their  disaster  in  the 
litde  Intrepid,  as  she  slowly  withdrew 
from  the  harbor.  The  shot  of  "fiie  ship- 
ping and  castle  fell  thickly  around  her, 
throwing  up  columns  of  spray,  which 
the  brilliant  light  converted  into  a  new 
ornament  of  the  scene.  Only  one  shot 
took  effect,  and  that  passed  through 
h«r  topgaUaat  sail.  Three  hearty 
American'  eheera  weie  now  given,  in 
mingled  triumph  and  derision.  The 
cables  of  the  Philadelphia  having 
burned  off,  she  drifted  on  the  rocks, 
near  the  western  entrance  of  the  har- 
bor :  and  then  the  whole  spectacle,  so 
full  ot  moral  sublimity,  considering  the 
means  by  which  it  had  been  effected, 
and  of  material  grandeur,  had  its  im- 
propriate tenoination  in  the  final  catas- 
trophe of  her  explosion."*  % 
Preble,  in  his  oflicial  report,  did  full 
justice  to  the  gallantry  and  ability  of 
i  Decatur,  and  by  general  consent,  he 
was  rewarded  with  immediate  elevation 
to  the  rank  of  a  captain  in  the  navy, 
and  was  joresented  with  a  i^plendid 
sword,  as  a  national  testimony  to  hu 
merit,  and  aa  an  incentive  to  noble 
deeds  in  others. 

Tlie  administration  seems  to  have 
become  sensible  of  the  importance  of 
increaaincT  the  force  in  the  Mediterra- 
ueaii,  and  it  was  accordingly  determined 


to  send  ont  r«infbre^enta»  Dnring 
the  latter  part  of  the  snmmer  of  1 804, 
Preble,  five  successive  times,  with  the 
help  of  some  gunboats  and  bomb  ves- 
sels, belonging  to  the  king  of  Naplea, 
attempted  the  bombardment  of 
the  town  of  Tripoli  The  &ct 
that  they,  as  well  as  some  attadn  in 
boats  upon  the  gunboats  and  shipping 
in  the  harbor,  and  the  blockade,  failed 
to  secure  the  end  contemplated,  seems 
sufficient  to  show  that  the  naval  arma- 
ment of  the  United  Stixtes  was  not  yet 
put  on  such  a  footing  m  wiia  proper  for 
a  nation,  that  most  of  necessity  bo 
hugely  a  commmal  one.* 

AMough  keenly  disappointed  at  the 
news  of  his  recall  before  h(^  hud  been 
allowed  to  finish  the  war  with  Tripoli, 
Preble  lost  none  of  his  zealous  activity 
while  waiting  for  Km  successor.  Early 
in  Sej)teni])er  of  this  year,  he  tried  a 
new  mode  of  annoyance,  which  ended 
morefiatally  to  the  Ameneaas  than  any 
other  attempt  in  the  war.  He  fitted 
up  the  ketdi,  Intrejad,  by  which  De- 
catur had  achieved  his  feat  against  the 
Philadelphia,  as  a  huge  "infernal  ma- 
chine.'' And  Ttinnriiiig  it  with  volnn- 
teers,  Ca])tuiu  iSoinerij  being  at  the  head, 
after  taking  the  best  precautions  for 
securing  a  safe  retreat  to  the  crew,  sent 
it  into  the  harbor  on  the  night  of  the 
4th  of  September.  It  was  watched  witii 
ihe  most  intense  concom;  and  before 


*  Ontfw8d«r  Angoit,  fn  on«  «r  ttMM  attsda  by 

gnnboate,  Decktur  engflgcd  Imnd  to  hand  with  n  Tri- 
politan  offlow,  tad  would  hare  been  slain  but  for  the 
Doble  ■df-darotion  ot  a  young  nwa  otmed  Reuben 
James,  who  sarcd  Decatur  from  the  Cklal  blow  by  in- 
terposing his  own  head  at  thie  most  critical  momeot. 
8w  Mm^kmOft  *'X{^  ^Dtea/HKr;*  pp.  S0^ 
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it  liad  reached  the  point  that  was  de- 
termined, the  frightful  explosion  was 
l)ehekl:  l)ut.  tliortgh  signals  were  made, 
and  boat  parties  sent  out,  no  sign  of 
the  retreating  crew  w;is  perceived ;  nor 
was  one  seen  when  daylight  broke. 
Not  only  had  the  scheme  &tled  iu  its 
direct  object,  it  had  wrought  most  lap 
TiittitaMe  ham  for  the  projectois  of 
itb  It  was  afterwards  foiind  that  the 
scorched  and  mangled  corpses  of  Som- 
ers,  Wadsworth,  Israel,  and  their  cour- 
ageous followers  had  every  one  been 
picked  up  ;  Buinbridge  (who  was  a 
priaouer  all  this  time,  and  had  once 
bem  womided  by  the  rebound  of  a 
shot  from  the  Americans  in  their  bom- 
bardments) was  allowed  to  see,  but 
could  not  identify  any  of  them.  How 
the  explosion  occurred  no  one  could 
certainly  tell,  but  it  seemed  probable 
that  the  mngazines  were  fired 
by  the  shot  of  the  enemy,  who 
seeing  the  strange  yesael  drifting  along 
in  dlenoe  and  darknesB,  and  soepecting 
every  movement  of  the  Americana^  dis- 
charged their  guns  with  both  grape  and 
round  shot,  in  every  direction  that  they 
thought  it  possible  an  attack  might  be 
made  upon  them.  No  dead  Turks  were 
seen,  and  therefore  the  ketch  had  not 
been  boarded;  and  it  was  not  likely 
that  any  of  her  crev,  through  tmor 
or  rashness,  had  applied  the  match.* 

On  the  10th  of  September,  Comao- 
dore  Barron  arrived,  in  the  President, 
to  take  eommand  of  the  Mediterranean 


♦  See  Sabine's  "LifeqfEdtMrd  PrebU,''  pp,  99-108. 
Mr.  Cooper  also  enU  rs  fully  into  the  question  rcsj-jcct- 
ing  the  fiUe  of  Soaiere  $kad  bis  oom{ttnioD&   See  his 

Vol.  III.— 8 
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sqnadron;  and  Pireble,  now  relieved 
from  his  harassing  position,  returned, 
early  in  1805,  to  the  United  Sttiteij, 
where  he  and  the  gallant  officers  and 
men  under  him,  received  tlie  thanks  of 
CongresB  and  df  the  coantry,  for  their 
noble  effbrts  to  Bnstatn  the  repntaticm 
and  establish  the  rigbte  of  Americana. 
The  squadron  under  Barron  consisted 
<rf  two  forty-fours,  two  thirty-eights, 
one  thirty-two,  two  sixteen?,  and  three 
twelves.  And  Avith  these  vessels  the 
blockade  was  continued,  although  it 
could  not  be  said  that  any  hope  was 
entertained  id  forcing  an  aooommoda- 
lion  by  tiiat  means ;  for  new  nneasmesa 
had  been  showed  by  the  other  despots 
of  Barbary,  and  it  was  necessary  to  de- 
tach part  of  the  squadron,  to  look  out 
near  Gibraltar  for  cruisers  from 
Morocco.  Nor  would  jjejice 
have  been  secured  so  early,  had  not  a 
movement  by  land  been  carried  for- 
ward which  materially  aided  the  oonxse 
of  operations  on  the  aea. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  Yussuf 
Caramalli  had  obtained  the  throne  by 
deposing  his  brother  Ilumet.  "  The  lat- 
ter," as  Mr.  Cooper  states,  "  had  escaped 
from  the  regency,  and  aft-er  paetsing  a 
wandering  life,  had  taken  refuge  among 
the  Mamelukes  of  Egypt  It  had 
often  been  suggested  by  the  Amenmi 
agents,  that  the  deposed  prince  might 
be  made  uaeftd  in  carrying  on  the  war 
against  the  usurper,  and,  at  different 
times,  several  projects  to  that  eflect  had 
been  entertained,  tliongh  never  with 
any  results.  At  length  Mr.  Eaton,  the 
consul  at  Tunis,  who  had  been  a  captain 
in  the  army,  interested  himself  in  the  en- 
terprise; and  coming  to  America,  so  &T 
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prevailofl  nn  the  JTovernineiit  to  lend  connmuiications  with  the  the 
itselt' to  Lis  views,  lid  to  obtain  u  s]>o<'ief  Ilonu  t,  and  the  Nautilus,  wliich  had 
of  indirect  support    And  Commodore    u]j])earL'd  on  the  cxmstf  and  obtained  a 


Barron  was  directed  to  co-operate  with 
Ab*.  Eaton,  as  &r  as  he  might  deem  it 
diBcrcet." 

Keturning  with  Barron'^  squadron, 
in  1804,  Eaton  ascertained  whr  rc  the 
expelled  pasha  was  to  be  found ;  and 
proceeded,  in  November,  to  Egypt,  in 
the  Argus,  where  the  vicero}'  received 
them  with  favor,  and  gave  permission 
to  the  prince  of  Tripoli  to  leave  the 
country  nnmolested,  although  he  had 
been  fighting  with  the  discontented 
Mamelukes  against  the  government. 

Early  in  1805,  Hamet  "separated 
himself  from  the  l^Iameluke^i,  and,  at- 
tended by  al)oiit  forty  followers,  re- 
paii-ed  to  a  point  about  twelve  leagues 
to  the  westward  of  the  old  port  of  Al- 
ezandria.  Here  he  was  soon  joined  by 
Mr.  Eaton,  at  the  head  of  a  small  host 
of  adventurers,  whom  he  had  obtained 
in  Eg}'pt.  This  party  was  composed 
of  all  national,  thoiif^h  "Mr.  Eaton  ex- 
pres5>pd  his  belief,  at  the  time,  that  had 
he  possessed  tlic  means  of  subsistence, 
he  might  liave  marched  a  body  of  thirty 
thousand  men  against  Tripoli,  the  reign- 
ing pasha  having  forced  so  many  of  his 
subjects  into  banishment.  Soon  after 
the  junction  agreed  upon,  Mr.  Eaton, 
who  now  assumed  the  title  of  general, 
marched  in  the  direction  of  Deme, 
taking  the  route  across  the  desert  of 
Barca," 

With  unflinching  courage  and  dogged 
pexseverance,  Eaton  and  his  aiUes 
pressed  forward,  and  at  the  beginnmg 
of  April,  1805,  reached  the  coast  in  the 
vimnttj  of  Derae.    Havix^  opened 


field-piece,  some  stores  and  muskets,  and 
the  assistance  of  a  few  marines,  the  at* 
tack  b^an,— the  vessels  standing  dose 
iu  and  assisting. 

The  governor  of  Deme  replied  to 
Hamet's  summon?  to  pnrrendcr,  in  the 
terse  but  expressive  oriental  phrase, 
*'  Your  head  yr  mine!"  lie  had  a  bat- 
tery of  eight  or  nine  guns  fronting  the 
sea ;  and  some  eight  hundred  regular 
soldiers;  with  breastworks  hastily  run 
up,  and  loops  cut  for  musketry  in  the 
houses,  on  the  aide  he  espected  the  at- 
tack. But  more  than  one  quarter  of 
the  town  Avas  in  favor  of  the  besiegere; 
and  he  had  to  repress  mutiny  within, 
as  well  as  to  resist  assaults  from  with- 
out. 

It  did  not  require  a  very  long  time 
to  silence  the  battery,  so  well  did  the 
vessels  station  themselves ;  and  as  soon 
as  that  was  accomplished,  Eaton's  force 
stttrijied  it,  and  for  the  first  time  tlie 
star-spangled  lianuer  waved  over  a  lortr 
ress  iu  the  old  woi-hl,  cajttured  ]>y  the 
bravery  of  the  sons  of  tlie  new  world. 
This  was  on  the  27th  of  April,  1805. 
As  for  the  enemy,  they  had  fled  with 
so  much  predpitation,  that  they  left 
their  guns  loaded  and  even  primed; 
and  they  were  immediately  tamed 
aggni^t  the  town.  On  the  opposite 
side,  Ilamet,  with  a  small  cavalry  force, 
had  effected  a  lodgment;  and  .so,  being 
put  between  two  fires,  after  this  sharp 
encounter  of  two  hour%  the  place  sub* 
mitted.  "In  this  a£^,  only  four- 
teen of  the  assailants  were  kill- 
ed and  wounded,  General  Eaton  being 
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among  the  latter-  The  attack  was 
made  by  about  twelve  hundied  men ; 
while  the  place  was  supposed  to  be  de- 
£nided  by  three  or  fbnr  tiionsand.  One 
or  two  attempts  were  made  by  the  Tri* 
I  poUtana  to  regain  possession,  bat  they 
j  were  easily  repulBed,  and,  on  one  occii- 
slon,  with  f^ome  loss.  The  deposed  pa- 
sha remained  in  possession  of  the  town, 
and  his  authority  was  partially  recog- 

iuized  in  the  province," 
Commodore  Bantm  dedined  aadst* 
ing  Eaton  with  further  supplies  and  re> 
inforoementa,  allegmg  that,  as  Hamet 
was  in  ponession  of  the  second  province 
!   of  the  regency, "  if  he  hud  the  influence 
I   that  he  pretended  to,  he  ought  to  be 
I   able  to  effect  his  object  by  means  of 
I   the  ordinai-y  co-operation  of  the  squad- 
j  ron.^  Next  month,  Barron,  who  was  in 
very  ill  health,  gave  up  tiie  command 
to  Commodore  Bodgen;  and  negolaa- 
1  tions  for  jjeace  were  commenced  in  ear- 
;   nest,  Mr.  Lear  having  arrived  off  Tri- 
poli, for  that  purpose,  in  the  Essex. 
After  the  usual  intrigue?,  (hdays,  and 
prevarieations,  a  treaty  was  signed  on 
the  Sd  of  June.    By  it,  no  tribute  was 
to  be  paid  in  future,  but  $00,000  were 
\  given  by  America,  for  the  raosom  of 
I  tiie  prisoners  remaining,  after  exchang- 
ing the  Tripolitana  in  her  power,  man 
'     for  man. 

In  several  Aveighty  respects  it  is  not 
easy  to  approve  of  the  term*;  of  thU 
peace  with  Tripoli,  and  under  all  the 
circumstances,  it  seems  almost  certain 
;  that  bettor  terms  might  have  been  ob- 
<  tained.  How  fiur  Sfr.  Lear  was  com- 
pelled by  his  instructions  we  ai«  unable 
to  state ;  but  the  treaty  was  approved 
and  ratified.  Hamet,  who  was  cast  off 


r 

! 

with  &s  little  ceremony  as  he  had  been  i 
taken  up,  obtaiued  only  the  liberation 
of  his  wife  and  children  by  Yussuf ; 
and  both  he,  and  especially  Mr.  Ikiton, 
conndered  themselves  unhandsomely 
used  and  much  iqjpred  T)y  the  1a«aty.* 
Wliile^  however,  as  Mr.  Cooper  aaya, 
"  many  condenined  it  ns  unwise,  all  re- 
joiced that  it  was  the  means  of  restoring  i 
so  many  brave  men  to  their  c>>untry  i 
II  la  no  more  than  liberal,  moreover,  to 
believe,  that  the  situation  of  these  un- 
fortunate officers  and  men  had  a  deep  : 
influence  in  inducing  the  government  | 
to  forego  abstract  considerations,  with 
a  view  to  their  relief."f  ■ 

There  bein<»  a  prospect  of  speedy 
war  with  Tunis,  which  regency  did  not    ,  1 
as  yet  underetand  the  force  and  energy  j 
of  the  Americans,  Commodim  Bodgers,  , 
on  the  Ist  of  August,  anchored  | 
in  Tunis  Bay,  prepared  to  en-  | 
force,  if  necessary,  the  i-ights  of  his 
country.  Literally,  under  the  muzzles  of  \ 
his  gnnfs,  llodgers  carried  on  a  spirited 
negotiation,  and  his  highness,  the  bey,  ' 
soon  found  that  the  state  of  thinfrs  was 
marvellously  changed  within  a  few  ! 
years.  His  bravado  now  waa  ridicn-  | 
lous  and  contemptible ;  and  affitirs  were  | 
promptly  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  1 
one  of  the  parties  at  least.    The  bey  i 
having  expressed  a  wish  to  send  an  am-  ' 
bassador  to  the  United  States,  Decatur,  j 


•  Hamet  after  wards  cams  to  the  United  States  with  i 
a  fenr  of  Ills  followers,  and  applied  lo  Congress  for  { 

pwdninry  rrlii'T.     Some  |J;?.400  were  voted  for  i 
purpo<4c,  wliidt  ouly  ]>arUally  ^atudied  the  exiled  luuiia.  j 
The  legislature  of  Massachusetts  gnotod  to  General  j 
Eaton  ten  tijousand  acrfs  of  laii'J,  as  an  expression  of 
Uicir  high  cstimatu  of  hii  heroism  and  patriulic  scv- 
▼iocs  in  behalf  of  his  country's  interests, 
t  Cteopw's  "  JTmU  Mktor^"  foL  L,  pp.  M1--68. 
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in  September,  sailed  with  an  officer  on 
such  a  mission,  who  was  in  due  time 
landed  in  Washington.  We  may  men- 
tion here,  that  though  the  Tunisian 
ambassador  ventured  to  ask  for  the 
formerly-paid  tribute,  it  was  ezplidtly 
refused ;  and  tbe  bey,  wiser  by  expe- 
rience, deemed  it  inexpedient  to  take 
any  h<»ti]e  steps  in  consequence.  A 
small  squadron  was  kept  up  iu  the 
i  McditeiTiineiTi,  in  order  to  warn  the 
I  Barhary  ]H>wt'r.s  against  the  venturing 
to  renew  their  attacks  upon  American 
Gommerce. 

Tnrmng  our  attention  to  home  affiiirB, 
we  find,  according  to  the  biographer  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  that  the  administration 
at  this  date  was  at  "the  meridian  of  its 
popularity,  and  an  unexampled  quiet 
reicrned  over  the  land.''  The 
federal  paily  seemed  to  have 
become  TirfcnaUy  e<tinct|  and  the  re- 
pnUieans  carried  every  thing  before 
th«aB.  This  peaceful  state  of  tlunga, 
however,  was  delusive  to  a  laxge  ex- 
tent, and  "even  then  causes  were  at 
work  which  greatly  agitated  the  la.st 
years  of  his  administration,  both  in  its 
domestic  and  foreign  relations." 

In  preparing  for  the  presidential  cou- 
test,  now  near  at  hand,  the  members  of 
Omgrem  met  in  caacns,  and  agreed,  as 
amfttter  of  oom^^e,  upon  Thoma.s  Jeffer- 
flon  for  re-election.  Aaron  Burr,  dis- 
liked and  distru^ted  l)y  those  whom  lie 
had  served  so  efficiently,  had  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  republican  p;irty, 
and  they  dropped  liim  without  scruple. 
George  Clinton,  governor  of  New  York, 
an  ondonbted  republican,  and  one  who 
had  always  gtme  with  Jefferson,  was 
the  man  whom  the  mi^orit|r  of  this 


caucu.^  fixed  upon  as  the  candidate 
of  the  party.  Brcckenridge,  Lincoln, 
Langdon,  Granger,  aud  M'Clay,  were 
the  others  voted  for,  but  by  uiinorities 
varying  from  twenty  in  number  to  but 
one,  and  therefore  indicating  personal 
partialities  rather  than  political  con- 
fidence. 

Burr,  finding  himself  totally  rejected 

by  the  republicans,  m  far  as  the  vice- 
presidency  was  concerned,  and  being  in 
such  a  condition  tli;it  lie  could  not  well 
afford  to  be  out  of  public  office  alto- 
gether, determined  to  become  a  candi- 
date for  governor  of  New  York,  the 
post  which  Clinton  was  about  to  vacate; 
on  the  other  hand,  the  dominant  party 
in  the  state  had  set  up  first  Chancellor 
Lansing,  who  declined  the  contest  al- 
most as  soon  iia  he  had  accepted  it; 
aud  then  in  his  place  Morgan  Lewis, 
a  man  d  veiy  respectable  qualificar 
tions,  who  was  suppoiied  by  the  great 
families,  and  willing  to  be  their  repre- 
sentative. 

The  proceedings  during  this  election 
were  of  a  more  than  usually  acrimo- 
nious character.  Lewis  was  supported 
by  the  great  mass  of  the  democratic 
pai-ty.  Burr  by  a  section  of  that  party, 
consisting  chiefly  of  the  younger  and 
more  ardent,  or  lees  sempnlons  mem- 
bers of  it.  i\rany  of  the  fed^nlists  also 
sided  with  Borr,  just  as  on  former  oc- 
casions. Thns  both  parties  were  split ; 
for  Ilumilton,  and  those  who  looked  up 
to  him  as  their  political  leader,  opposed 
them  with  the  utmost  ardor.  Hamil- 
ton, indeed,  oonld  do  no  otherwise, 
knowing  Bnrr  so  well  as  he  did,  and  so 
heartily  distrosting  him,  (see  vol*  ii^  p. 
514.)  The  most  atxocionB  libds  wem 
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daily  circulated  by  the  press ;  and  every 
means  resorted  to  that  animosity  and 
party  spirit  oonld  devia^  -to  destroy 
the  credit  of  the  candidates  hy  those 
opposed  to  them.  Burr  failed  in  this 
attempt  to  provide  a  haven  for  himself, 
when  he  should  be  driven  from  the 
chair  of  the  Senate ;  and  knowing  well 
by  wh(xie  instrumentality  mainly  it 
had  been  accomplished,  he  resolved  to 
soothe  his  fbrioiia  disappointment,  by 
shedding  the  life-blood  of  the  man 
whom  he  feared  and  hated  beyond  the 
power  of  any  language  adequately  to 
express. 

When  such  a  man  as  Aaron  Burr 
was,  wanted  a  pretext  for  a  certain 
course*,  it  was  not  difficult  to  find  one. 
Accordingly,  he  made  choice  of  a  libel- 
lons  publication,  sach  as  the  press  had 
teemed  with  during  the  fierce  political 
<x>]ite8t,  and  in  June,  engaged  the  ser- 
vices of  his  intimate  friend,  Judge  Van 
Ness,  to  aid  him  in  carrying 
out  his  fell  design.  It  appears 
that  Dr.  Charles  D.  Cooper  wrote  a 
letter  to  a  public  journal  some  time 
previously,  in  which  he  stated,  that 
.Ebonilton  had  characteriaed  Burr  as  ^a 
dangerons  man,"  and  one  ''not  to  be 
trusted  with  the  reins  of  government," 
adding  moreover,  that  he  could  "detail 
a  still  more  d^^'tpicahle  opinion  wMch 
General  Hamilton  ha<s  expressed  of 
Mr.  BurrP  On  the  17th  of  June,  Burr 
sent  a  letter  to  Hamilton  demanding 
a  prompt  and  nnqnalified  acknowledg- 
ment or  denial  of  the  vse  of  any  ez- 
pressiona  which  would  wmxant  the  as- 
sertions of  Mr.  Cooper,"  Three  days 
aftwwards,  Hamilton  wrote  a  lengthy 
reply,  in  which  he  discnsaed  the  ques- 


tion of  being  held  responsible  for  the 
inferenoee  which  pei'sons  might  feel  dis< 
p^ed  to  draw  £rom  his  language  and 
conduct^  and  expressed  hunself  ready 
to  avow  or  disavow  promptly  any  pre- 
cise or  definite  opinion  which  it  might 
be  charged  that  he  had  uttered  of  any 
gentleman.  It  was  not  snch  an  answer, 
we  think,  as  Hamilton  oufrht  to  have 
sent  to  such  a  pei'sou  ua  Aaron  iiurr, 
for  he  must  have  known  at  the  very 
outset^  that  Bnrr  was  only  seeking  an 
occasion  of  qnarrel  with  hini,  which 
might  he  pushed  to  a  deadly  encount^. 
It  would  have  been  far  better  to  have 
said  openly,  what  was  true  and  well 
known,  tliat  he  did  look  upon  Burr  as 
a  dangerous,  uuscrujmlous  man,  unfitted 
to  be  truiited  with  the  aS'aiiiB  of  state, 
and  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  then  to  have  left  the  result 
to  any  legal  process  which  Burr  might 
see  fit  to  invoke.  -  But  Hamilton  did 
not  do  this,  and  his  murderous  oppo- 
nent quickly  saw  his  advantage  in  the 
matter.  lie  immediately  dispatched  a  ! 
curt,  unceremonious  note,  insisting  upon  j 
"  a  definite  reply"  to  his  demand.  Van 
Ness  pressed  the  subject  upon  Hsmil' 
ton,  who  declined  replying  to  this  note, 
and  left  Burr  to  ])ursue  the  coprse  he 
judged  proper.  This  was  just  what 
he  wished.  lie  now  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  gratify  his  ardent  longing  for 
revenge.  I 
On  the  25th  of  June,  the  challenge  ' 
was  ready,  and  Tan  Ness  called  upon  | 
Hamilton  to  deliver  it.  Sincerely 
ansdons  to  avoid  this  result,  Hamilton 
attempted  farther  negotiation  through 
Judge  Pendleton,  his  friend  for  the  oo- 
sion;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  Barrhad 
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determined  to  kill  hiui,  if  pu»>.lble,  and 
so  he  urged  on  matters  in  the  most 
offensive  and  insulting  manner. 
Some  delay  occurred,  because 
j  Hamilton  wished  to  dischaige  certmn 
;  duties  to  his  clients,  and  also  to  arrange 
his  afiairs  in  idew  of  what  he  seemed 
;  to  have,  a  prevision  must  be  tlie  f:it;i] 
j  termination  of  the  encounter,  lie  |>ie- 
I  pared  hLs  will,  and  wrote  out  hi-^  views 
j  as  to  this  expected  meeting,  Ueclai  iiig 
himself  as  abhorring  the  shocking  prac- 
I  ttoe  of  duelling,  yet,  strangely  insisting 
j  that  he  must  violate  his  sacred  prin- 
:  ciples  of  right  and  duty,  and  meet 
j  Burr,  in  order  to  be  murdered.  Fatal 
!  inconsistency!  Unhappy  yielding  to  the 
;  base  and  barbarous  notions  of  honor 
j  too  prevalent  then  and  since  I  llatuil- 
tou's  will,  and  the  documents  above  re- 
ferred to,  are  painfully  interesting  and 
instructive ;  and  how  strange  it  seems, 
that  with  his  clear,  piercing  intellect, 
and  with  hi-^  sincere  desire  to  be  a 
C  hi  istian,  and  live  and  die  as  a  Chris- 
tian sliould  live  and  die,  he  should  have 
been  so  blinded  as  to  consent  for  a  mo- 
ment to  violate  the  laws  of  God  as  well 
as  of  man,  by  going  to  be  shot  at  by 
Aaron  Burrl  Had  Washington  lived, 
we  may  well  believe  that  he  would 
not  have  found  it  difficult  to  convince 
Hamilton,  that  he  needed  not  to  com'> 
mit  an  act  so  unworthy  of  him  in  order 
to  establish  his  claiins  to  the  possession 
of  courjjp'  ;t;ul  truth  and  uprightness. 
But  Washington,  who,  when  once  he 
was  tried  in  this  way,  treated  the  chal- 
lenge with  the  scorn  and  contempt  it 
deserved,  had  now  gone  to  his  rest; 
and  Hamilton  waa  unable  to  draw  back 
from  the  doom  impending  ovw  him. 

iL  


On  "Wednesday,  the  11th  of  July 
the  j)arties  met  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  at  Weehawken,  on  the  Jersey 
shore,  opposite  New  York  The  prelim* 
inaries  being  arranged,  Bnrr  and  Ham 
ilton  were  placed  at  ten  paces  dist^ant, 
the  one  perfectly  accomplished  in  the 
u>c  of  tlic  duellist's  ]n>tol,  the  othc 
hardly  at  all  so,  and  already  dc. 
termined  in  his  own  mind  not 
to  fire.    Burr,  eager  for  blood,  dis- 
charged his  pistol  ^e  bstant  the  word 
was  given;  Hamilton,  mortally  wound- 
ed, aimlessly  drew  iJie  trigger  of  his 
pistol,  and  fell  heavily  on  his  face. 
Burr,  uninjured,  and  his  comi)anion  in 
crime,  Van  K'csj',  iinniediatcly  depni-ted; 
and  Dr.  ITos;u-k,  IVndk'tdii,  and  llie 
boatmen  who  had  conveyed  llaniillou 
to  the  field  of  death,  bore  him  back 
again  to  lie  in  agony  untold — ^for  his 
wife  and  seven  children  shared  in  that 
mortal  stroke — till  the  next  day,  in  h« 
fi-iend  Bayard's  house,  and  then  to  die. 
The  consolations  of  religion  were  ad-< 
ministered  to  him  by  Dr.  Mason  and 
Bishop  Moore,  and  al  two  o'clock  in 
the  afternouu  of  Thursday,  the  12th  of 
July,  he  passed  away  to  Lis  final  ac- 
count.  On  Saturday,  he  was  buried 
with  military  honors,  by  the  Society 
of  the  Cincinnati,  and  attended  to  the 
grave  by  a  vnst  concourse  of  mourners. 
Gouverneur  Morris  delivered  an  im- 
pressive funeral  oration,  from  a  stage 
erected  in  front  (^f  Ti  iiilty  Church ;  and 
the  eloquence  of  tlie  jiulpit,  the  bar,  and 
the  press,  throughout  the  country,  were 
e.xpended  in  fitting  orations,  discourses, 
and  ^ogiums.  Since  the  death  of 
Washington,  no  blow  so  severe  as  this 
had  &Uen  npon  onr  country,  and  not 
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too  strongly  did  Fislier  Ames  dedare, 
that  **Iiis  soul  stiffened  vitli  despiur 

when  he  thought  what  Hamilton  would 
have  been,"  remembering  what  he  was 
when  this  t^ad  calamity  came  upon  him.* 
Speaking  of  the  {jci'soiml  appearance 
of  Ilauiiltou  and  Durr,  Dr.  Sullivan, 
who30  interesting  work  we  have  several 
times  referred  to,  gives  some  valuable 
reminiscences,  whi<^  are  worth  qnotmg. 
He  is  recording  lus  impressions  of  the 
men  some  ten  yeare  before  the  duel. 
"  Hamilton,"  he  says,  "  was  under  mid- 
dle size,  thin  in  person,  but  remarkably 
erect  and  dignified  in  his  dep(M  tmont. 
His  hair  wits  turned  back  from  liis 
forehead,  powdered,  and  collected  in  a 
dub  beldnd.  His  complexioii  was  ex- 
ceedingly fair,  and  vaiying  from  this 
only  by  the  almost  feminine  rosiness  of 
his  cheeks.  Ilis  might  be  considered, 
as  to  figui-e  and  color,  an  uncommonly 
handsome  face.  When  at  rest,  it  had 
rather  a  severe  and  thoughtful  expres- 
sion ;  but  when  engaged  in  conversation 
it  easily  assmned  an  attractive  smile. 
He  was  capable  of  inspiring  the  most 
affectionate  attachment;  but  he  could 
make  thoee  whom  he  opposed  fear  and 
hate  him  cordially.  He  was  capable 
of  intense  and  efl'ectual  apjiliention,  as 
IB  abundantly  proved  by  his  public  la^ 


*  As  Sot  Boit,  ooosdow  ttut  he  was  nffxdai.  m 
•D  MMmtn,  he  ted  flirt  to  t^tuladelphio,  and  fhen  to 
the  80utl^  whoioe  he  addressed  letters  of  cluiractcr- 
ialio  iMadkalsM*  to  bto  daughter;  wfaOst  »  Juiy  in 
Nnr  Jmtf  liMBcted  Um  finr  mofder,  and  another  in 
New  York  brought  against  him  a  bill,  which  thn-at- 
eii«d  him  wilb  disfranchisement,  and  incapacitation 
from  the  wrnm  of  the  pubKc  for  twenty  ye&rs.  For 
a  severe  and  scathing  rcvitw  of  the  life  and  caroerof 
Aaron  Burr,  from  the  pen  of  the  Ilcr.  Dr.  F.  L.  Hawks, 
tw  fh»  **  JTm  Tiri  SuBku,"  fir  January,  18S& 


bora.  Bat  he  had  a  ra])idity  and  dear^ 
nees  of  perception,  in  which  he  may  not 

have  1i(  un  equalled.    One  who  knew 
his  habits  of  study,  said  of  him,  tliat 
when  lie  had  a  sei'ioTi^  object  to  accom- 
plish, hi.s  ])i-aeticc  wjus  to  rellect  on  it  ] 
prcviouiily  ;  aud  \\  hen  he  had  gone  ; 
through  this  labor,  he  retired  to  sleep, 
without  regard  to  the  hour  of  the 
night;  and  having  slept  six  or  seven 
horns,  he  rose,  and  having  taken  strong 
coffee,  seated  himself  at  1^  table,  where 
he  would  remain  si.v,  seven,  or  eight  | 
hourf,  antl  the  product  of  hi>i  rapid  pen  j 
refpiired  little  correction  for  the  ])reiHs.  | 
lie  was  among  the  few  alike  exrellent, 
whether  in  speaking  or  in  writing.  In 
private  and  friendly  interoonise  he  is 
said  to  have  bmi  exoee^ngly  amiable, 
and  to  have  been  afiectiouately  b^ 
loved." 

"  Aaron  Burr,"  ?ays  the  same  writer, 
"was  at  this  time  (December,  1795)  ; 
prouaLly  about  Hamilton's  t\go.  IIo 
had  attained  to  celebrity  a-s  a  lawyer 
at  the  same  bar.  He  was  abont  the 
same  stature  as  Hamilton,  and  a  thin 
man,  but  differently  formed.  BSs  mo- 
tions in  walking  were  not,  like  Hamil' 
t<in'?!,  erect,  but  a  little  st()oping,  tmd 
far  from  graceful.  His  face  was  short 
and  broad ;  lii?;  1)1  aek  eyes  uncommonly  ■ 
piercing}  his  manner  gentle  and  se-  j 
ductive.  But  he  had  also  a  calmness 
and  sedatenesB,  when  these  suited  his 
purpose,  and  an  eminent  authority  of 
manner,  whoi  the  occasion  called  for 
this.  He  was  said  to  have  presided 
with  r^reat  dic^ify  in  the  Senate,  ftnd 
o*;pecIallv  at  the  trial  of  Judsje  Chase. 
Though  eminent  an  a  lawyer,  he  was  i 
Buid  not  to  be  a  man  of  distiuguiahed  j 

 I 
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eloquenoa^  BOf  of  luxuriant  mind.  His 
speeches  were  short  and  to  the  pnr- 

posp." 

On  the  5th  of  November,  the  feconfl 

session  of  the  eighth  Congress  was  Le- 

gun,  and  the  president's  message  was 

read  m  the  ^ose,  on  ihe  8U1  of  Ko- 

▼ember.  It  oongratnlated  our  conn- 

trymen,  as  "  a  people  who  sincerely  de- 

;  sired  the  happiness  and  prosperity  of 

other  nations  "  and  who  "  instlv 
1804*  J  « 

calculated  that  their  own  well- 

"being  was  advanced  by  that  of  the  na- 
tions witli  which  they  had  iutercourse," 
and  on  tlieftet  that  Ae  war  in  Europe 
had  not  ezt«ided  more  videljr,  nor  1)e- 
come  more  destmctiTe.  It  treated  prin- 
cipally of  the  foreign  rdations  of  the 
Union ;  of  the  arrangements  respecting 
Louisiana,  the  dealinc:s  recently  com- 
menced with  the  Indians,  and  treaties 
concluded  with  some  of  their  tribes  and 
awmting  the  constitntional  sanctions;  of 
the  gunboat  aoh«ne;*  and  of  the  reve- 
nue. In  reepeet  to  this  last  subject^  the 
president  remarked;  "It  is  also  ascer- 
I  tained  that  the  rerenue,  accrued  during 
I  the  last  year,  exceeds  that  of  the  prc- 
j  ceding;  and  the  probable  receipts  of 
the  ensuing  year  may  safely  be  itlied 
on  m  sufKcieut,  with  the  sum  in  the 
tre8sniy,f  to  meet  aUthe  current  de- 
mands of  Ilie  year,  to  discharge  up- 
wards of  three  millions  and  a  half  of 
the  engagements  incurred  nnder  the 

*  For  Mr.  Tuckers  r«mArka  od  this  much  ridiculed 
plan  ftr  deAoAng  lli*  karbon  «f  the  coniiy  $aA 

protedinfr  cnrntnerce,  sec  his  "Z(/i     Jffftr»on^  toL 
j    it,  pp.  174-76.  The  subject  wiU  oome  up  agBin  in  a 
subsequent  d»|ilaR 

t  The  receipts  in  the  Ireasnry  for  the  year,  had  been 
111,500,000,  from  wbidi  ^,600,000  \mA  been  p«id  in 


[Br.  V. 

British  and  French  oonTentions,  and  to 
advance,  in  the  further  redemption  of 
the  funded  debt,  as  rapidly  as  had  been 
contemplated." 

The  message  was  concluded  in-  lihe 
following  terms :  "  In  the  discharge  of 
the  great  duties  confided  to  yon  by  our 
oonn^,  yon  wiU  take  a  broader  view 
of  the  fidd  of  le^lation : — whether  the 
great  interests  of  agriddtore^  mannfao- 
tiiref,  commerce,  or  navigation,  can, 
witliin  the  pale  of  your  oon.«ttitntional 
powera,  be  aided  in  any  of  their  re- 
lations? Whether  laws  are  provided 
in  all  CMSS  viiere  tbq^  are  wanting? 
Wkether  those  provided  are  exactly 
what  they  should  bet  Wlieflier  any 
abuses  take  place  in  their  administr^ 
tion,  or  in  that  of  the  public  revenue  ? 
Whether  the  organization  of  the  public 
agents,  or  of  the  public  force,  is  perfexit 
in  all  its  parti>?  In  fine,  whetlier  any 
thing  can  be  done  to  advance  the  gen- 
eral goodi — are  qnestions  within  the 
limits  cf  yonr  fonctionSi  wluch  will  ne- 
cessarily occupy  yonr  attention.  In 
these  and  all  other  mattora,  which  you 
in  your  wisdom  may  propose  for  the 
good  of  our  country,  you  may  count 
with  assurance  on  my  hearty  co-opwa- 
tion  and  faithful  execution.** 

The  repabUcan  majority  in  Congress 
was  now  so  considerable  ^t  free- 
dom <mF  debate"  was  nearly  impossible ; 
every  aflSur  of  importance  being  deter- 
mined by  the  supporters  of  the  admin- 
istration in  private  caucus,  before  it 
was  brought  under  tlie  notice  of  the 
legislature.  The  consequence  of  such 
a  procedui  e  was,  nuccssarDy,  that  Con 
greas  was  more  largely  inflnenoed  by 
party  oonsidenitiotts  and  party  pledges, 
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than  by  tlie  force  of  Bound  leason  and 

eoTier  fTiscussioa. 

Early  in  December,  according  to  the 
vote  of  the  preceding  sesaion,  the  House 
proceeded  to  prepare  articles  of  im- 
peachment against  Samnel  Chase^  one 
of  the  judges  of  the  mpMoauB 
*****  oout,  and  to  the  appointment 
of  manage  to  conduct  the  busineas  on 
its  behalf,  before  the  Senate.  Tbe  arti- 
cles of  impeachment  were  eight  in  num- 
ber ;  and  they  charged  tlie  Recused 
with  "arbitrary,  oppressive,  and  un- 
just" eondnet  m  the  trial  of  John 
Fries;  with  several  breaches  of  the 
law  at  the  trial  of  Callonder;  with 
"numifittt  injnstacei  partiality,  and  in- 
temperance;" with  addressing  to  the 
Grand  Jury,  in  May,  1803,  "an  intem- 
perate and  inflammatory  political  har- 
angue etc.  John  Randolph  and  five 
others  were  appointed  as  managers. 

On  the  10th  of  December,  they  pro- 
oeeded  to  the  trial,  and  on  the  2d  of 
Jannary,  Judge  Chase  appeared  at  the 
bar  of  the  Senate,  and  asked  to  be  al- 
lowed to  the  first  day  of  the  next  term 
to  put  in  his  answer.  The  request  was 
refused,  and  he  was  recjuired  to 
answer  the  charges  ou  the  4th 
of  Feliruary,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two 
to  eight  The  Senate  assonbled  on 
that  day;  and  the  acscnsed  jndge  ad- 
dressed the  court  in  answer  to  the  arti- 
cles exhibited  against  him.  A  replica- 
tion in  form  was  made  to  his  answer, 
and  on  the  Yth,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  the  trial.  From  that  time  until  the 
20th,  the  court  was  engaged  in  the  ex- 
aimnation  of  witnesaes;  and  on  that 
day  tiie  argument  was  opened  jby 
Messrs.  Early  and  two  otbon  cn  the 


part  of  the  managers.  They  were  re- 
plied to  by  Messrs.  Hopldnson,  Martin, 
and  others,  the  counsel  for  the  accused, 
and  Messrs.  Rodney,  Nicholson  and 
Randolph,  the  other  managers,  closed 
the  aigomest  on  fhe.STth  of  Fehniary. 

The  trial  excited  mtrase  interest 
through,  the  conntiy,  and  it  was  confix 
dently  expected  that  the  accused  would 
be  convicted.  Burr,  thouirh  under  in- 
dictment  for  the  murder  of  Hamilton, 
presided  at  the  trial  with  a  dignity  and 
confidence  becombg  a  better  man;  and 
much  disappointment  was  shown  by  the 
dominant  party  that  the  defence  was 
condoeted  with  ahiEty  quite  superior 
to  that  displayed,  by  the  prosecution. 
On  Friday,  the  1st  of  March,  the  court 
decided  on  the  articles  seriatim^  and 
each  member  answered  to  each  charge 
separately.  Upon  the  first  article  of 
the  impeachment  sixteen  pronounced 
him  guilty^  while  «ghteen  said 
noi  giaUyj  on  the  second,  there 
were  ten  of  the  fi>rmer,  agauist  twenty- 
four  of  the  latter;  on  the  third  and 
fonrth,  the  numbers  on  the  first  article 
were  exactly  reversed ;  on  the  fifth,  he 
was  imanimonsly  acquitted  ;  only  four 
condemned  hiui  under  the  sixth  article, 
and  tluzty  declared  him  innocent;  the 
•vote  on  the  seventh  was  tiie  same  as 
that  on  tiie  second ;  and  on  the  eighth,, 
nineteen  voted  ffuHtyj  against  l>ut  fif- 
teen voting  not  guilty. 

The  result  was,  in  consequence,  an 
acquittal ;  and  Burr, — to  the  dehght 
of  the  federaliijtd,  and  the  chagrin  ^ 
his  own  party,  who  had  disowned  him, 
summed  i^  tiie  whole  in  these  wo!rd&>— 
"There  not  Iteing  a  constitutional  ma> 
jori^on  any  <me  artiele^itbecomfia  m; 
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duty  to  pronounce,  that  Samuel  Chase, 
Esquire,  is  acquittp^l  on  the  articles  of 
impeachment  exlulnted  against  him  by 
the  Hou;se  of  Representatives."* 

The  keen  diBappointment  at  this 
nnlooked-fbr  resolt  was  maoiftsted  on 
more  tluui  one  occauon.  On  Hie  Ywy 
afternoon  of  the  day  on  which  Judge 
Chase  was  acquitted,  John  Randolph, 
by  resolution,  proposed  an  fmiPiulment 
to  the  Constitution;  by  wLirb,  ,iiiy  fed- 
eral judge  should  be  remo  v  ed  on  the 
joint  addi-ess  of  both  llouaes  of  Con- 
gress, and  the  resolnticHL  was  carried  by 
a  Tote  of  Bizty-eight  to  tJurty-three. 
Mr.  Ttieker  points  out  several  otiier  in- 
stances in  which  the  republican  ma- 
jority displayed  its  chagrin  at  thla  ac- 
quittal nrA  their  own  defeat  in  the 
matter  ot  the  judiciary. 

Daring  the  present  session  of  Con- 
greaa,  laws  irere  paaaed  finr  tiie  purpose 
of  preventing  the  hostik  and  predatory 
acta  of  pereons  on  board  of  foreign  yea- 
aeils  in  the  harboi-s  and  ports  of  the 
United  States ;  and  for  regulating  the 
clearance  of  armed  American  merchant 
vessels.  The  other  sulyecta  which  prin- 
cipally engaged  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress, were,  the  acts  providing  for  the 
goymonent  of  the  territory  of  New 
Orleans,  and  the  District  of  Coliunbia. 
An  amendatory  act  respectmg  the  Ya- 
woo  claims  was  debated  for  several  days, 
and  finally  passed  by  a  small  majority. f 

During  the  autumnof  1804,  the  eleo- 


*  Mr.  Benton  has  gircn  this  trial  quite  at  large, 
dikm  fioni  tlw  nport  {Mpsnd  it  Am  tinM  two 
Doinfieknt  short-hand  writers  :  Abridgetnent  ths 
Ut-batf  qf  Congreu,"  toL  ill,  ppi  172-384^ 

t  a«  BanCoD*!  '^AMifmmt  qf  Ot  JMaim  ^ 
(kmqmt!*  toL  in.,  pp^  SIS-SBL 


tions  for  president  and  vice-president 
were  lield,  and  the  manifest  superiority 
of  the  republican  strenf^th  wius  plainly 
demonatrated.  Mr.  Jelferson  for  presi- 
dent, and  George  Clinton  for  vice-pr«d- 
d«it,  reedved  all  the  Totes  of  New 
Hampshire,  Vermont,  HasBachnsetts, 
Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jeney, 
Pennsylvania^  yiigini%  the  two  Caro- 
lina?, Georgia,  Tennessee,  Iventuclcy, 
and  Ohio,  with  nine  out  of  the  eleven 
given  by  Maryland;  in  all,  one  hundred 
and  biity-two  votes.  On  the  other  side, 
Charies  Ootesworih  Finckney,  and  Bn- 
fbs  King,  the  foderaUst  eandidates^  re* 
oeived  only  the  votes  <ii  Gonnecticnt 
and  Delaware  with  two  from  Mary* 
land  :  in  all  no  more  than  fourteen* 

On  the  3d  of  March,  the  eightli  Con- 
gress closed  its  cai-eer,  and  the  fii-st 
term  of  Mi*.  Jefferson's  service  reached 
its  conclusion.  His  biographer,  with 
admiring  zeal,  snms  up  the  labors  of 
the  prsttdent)  during  the  past  four 
years,  in  the  following  words : 
"With  this  session,  closed  Mr. 
Jefferson's  first  presidential  term,  in 
which  time  he  had,  by  a  steady  course 


*  The  president  remarks  tipfln  tliis  result,  in  a  letter 
to  Vdnef,  in  February,  1806.  "A  word  now"  ht 
says,  "on  our  poUtieal  state.  The  two  partiea  wbkh 

{ n  '.  ;Lili  d  with  so  much  yiolcnce  when  yon  were  here, 
are  almost  wholly  melted  into  one.  At  the  late  presi- 
dsDttiil  doctfon,  I  him  iwciftd  <mm  titnidnd  and  8lxty> 
two  votes  aj^aiust  fourteen  only.  .  .  Though  (he 
people  in  mass  hare  joined  as,  Uicir  leaden  had  com- 
nittedlliniigalTWtooftrtoTelneL  Pride keepsfbcm 
hostile :  (liey  brood  oyer  their  angry  pa-^^sions,  lind  give 
them  Tent  in  the  newspapers  which  they  mtuntaio. 
Thej  idit  mike  m  nmdi  nelM  m  if  tbqr  were  Htm 
whole  nation.  Unfortunately,  tliese  being  the  mer- 
cantile pepen,  published  chiefly  in  tlie  scaportfl,  are 
(fat  eoly  oam  wbidi  find  Ibtir  mj  to  Snrapi^  ind 
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of  economy,  reduced  the  public  debt 
more  tiian  tirdTo  miUioiis,  thongli  He 
had  at  the  same  time  kBBeiied  file  taxes, 
and  a  hoet  of  fevenne  officers;  liad 
doubled  the  area  <xf  iiie  XJnited  States, 
averted  the  dangers  of  war  both  with 
France  an(\  Spain,  chastised  the  Tripol- 
itans  und  made  war  with  Algiei-s  aud 
Tonia ;  eirtinguished  the  title  to  a  large 
and  yaloable  tract  of  Indian  lands,  and 
pramotoddTilintkmaxnoogiheii^  For 


67 

thus  promoting  the  national  prosperity, 
He  waa  lewarded  by  the  satioaal  &vor, 
notwitJiBtanding  the  mbceaaugTinilence 
with  wh^ch  he  had  been  assailed,  as  was 
evinced  by  the  fact  that  he  received  a 
greater  number  of  rotes  at  the  present 
electioii  thaa  in  that  of  1801  *" 


•  Tacka's  ^  J^ff^non^  vol.  iL,  p.  180. 

John  Bandolph  is  still  more  eothuaiutic  in  his  admip 
mUoB.  SMliis  llfebb7<3ttlMid,voLl,Fkl9& 
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Tha  preaident'e  eeeond  iDangiml  address —  nU  position  and^pmpeeto— The  ninth  Congreas — The  president's  me* 
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eiiToyi  to  Spain — VvamtamfA  in  tbeir  mlHloii — AeaoB  ta  OangraM— BMOhitlon  appropriating  money  for  tiht 

prwuierit  U>  Bs  he  wifli.  (1  —  Tltbate  in  the  TTouac — •  Armstrong  and  Bowdoin  b<  nt  aa  envoys  —  Imminenoa 
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K^olMa— Mr.  Tnalm^  itply— RdatieM  villi  'SmgMA  mftlfalb^tafr— >  Vwidi  «f  Am  TTaltcd  SMan  ndnd 
and  condemned  —  Carryinp  trade  broken  tip  — American  seamen  imprcssod  by  British  officers — Rcmnrks  of  the 
president  in  his  messagt:  —  Cour&«  pursue  J  by  CongreM  —  Views  gf  the  parties  -~  Criminations  and  recrluiiuatiotd 
— Thn  qDiittoD  of  the  right  of  Congress  to  appropriate  money  for  internal  improvements —  What  was  done  in 
Congress — Ftopoaal  to  lay  •  tax  i^KUialnTca imported  into  tiM  United Statai" Further  attempt  rtapeottng  tiM 
jadieiary  —  State  of  parttei  in  the  Hofnia— SiienHioB  na  to  <ha  HoaaaMr  of  Jaffenen  In  tht>  preaidential  ohair— 
Madison  And  ilonroe  promluent  —  Jolin  Randolph's  ccnir*c  —  Mr.  JftTcrsou's  Uttprs  nn  l  views  —  Aaron  Burr  and 
Ida  Mhwnca  —  Coorsa  adopted  by  the  preaidant — His  proclamation — Opening  of  Congress — The  menage— 
Dnitng  attanpt  to  anapand  tha  Maaa  ttrptu  a«t— Dm  vnftglxnsg  ^  Bur— Bb  trial— Tka  dataib— Bnr 
«ao*p«a  «a«vlcllaii — Benarki  on  Ua  aaraar. 


On  the  4th  of  March,  1805,  it  was 
the  pleasing  duty  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
again  to  address  hia  felloW'dtizenSi  he- 
fore  entering  upon  the  duties  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  his  second  term  of  ser- 
vice as  president  of  the  United  States. 
In  style  and  laognage  the  second  Tnan-  ' 
^ral  address  is  hardly  equal  to  tlie 
laist ;  yet  it  evinces  the  powers  of  mind, 


and  the  political  sentiments  of  its  author, 
clearly  and  forcibly.  lie  was  now  in 
his  sizty*second  year,  and  his  well 
weighed  words  are  worthy  the 
reader's  carelbl  ezaminadon. 
We  regnit  that  our  limits  do  not  admit 
;  r  f  their  being  quoted  in  full  in  this 
place. 

Having  thoa,  as  he  deemed 't  right 


Digitized  by  Google 


68 


[Be.  V. 


and  proper,  entered  into  a  Tiadkalloii 
of    admiiiistratioii,  and  oongratnlated 

the  people  on  the  prospects  of  peaceful 
and  harmonious  counsels  and  acts  in  the 
future,  the  president  took  aG^ain  the 
oath  of  office,  and  entfred  with  high 
hopes  upon  the  duties  of  iiis  lofty  posi- 
tion, lu  the  interval  between  the  in- 
auguration and  the  meeting  of  CSongreas, 
he  Booglit  re£ef  from  public  cares  and 
toils,  in  attending  to  htt  plantations  and 
his  slaves ;  and  in  the  circle  of  his  pri- 
vate friends,  and  family,  whom  he  could 
assemble  at  Monticello.  In  October, 
he  returned  to  Washington;  "and  per- 

  haps,"  says  his  biographer,  "he 

never  felt  so  forcibly  the  trans- 
ition from  rural  quiet,  and  the  pure 
pleasnres  of  domestic  interconise,  to  the 
fe/erish  anxieties  of  the  statesman,  as 
on  the  present  occasion.  His  course, 
duiing  the  first  four  years  that  he  had 
held  the  helm,  had  been  shicralarly 
pi*osperou8;  and  if  he  had  not  always 
met  with  a  smooth  sea,  he  had  been 
able  to  continae  his  course  over  it  by 
the  strong  gale  of  his  popularity;  bnt 
from  ibm  time  he  met  with  adverse 
winds  and  opposing  currents  which 
greatly  impaired  the  comfort  of  the 
voyage,  and  in  some  degree  its  sno- 

The  ninth  Congress  commenced  its 
first  session  on  the  2d  of  December. 
The  republicans  were  deddedly  in  the 
majority,  yet  not  so  much  so,  as  might 
hare  been  supposed  from  the  large  vote 
by  which  Jefferson  wjis  placed  a  -  nd 
time  in  the  presidential  chair.  Indica- 
tions were  not  wanting  of  a  tendency  to 


*  Xucker'ii  "Life  o/Jeferion,"  toL  U.,  p.  184. 


dueofd  In  tiae  dominant  party,  'fhc 
republicans  from  the  south  frivored 

Vamum  of  Massachusetts,  as  a 
candidate  for  the  speakership, 
in  oppoBition  to  Macon,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  latter  wa.s  not  secured,  ex- 
cept by  a  very  slender  niajority,  and 
at  the  third  ballot.    The  federalists 
hoped  to  secure  a  man  cf  thdr  own 
stamp,  John  Cottcm  Smith,  in  conse- 
quence of  this  variance,  but  were  not 
strong  enough  to  accomplish  their  ainu 
The  next  day,  the  president  sent  in 
his  message.    It  commenced  with  a 
passage  respecting  the  "health  law>j,"  i 
sni^gested  by  "the  affliction  of  two  ot  j 
our  cities,  under  the  fatal  fever,  which 
in  latter  times  has  occasionally  Tisited 
our  shores  f  and  next  it  expatiated  up- 
on the  unfriendly  aspect  of  the  relations 
of  the  Union  with  various  foreign  states, 
especially  with  Spain.    The  treaties 
formed,  or  beinj^  nc^mtiated  with  sev- 
eral of  "onr  Indian  neii^hboi-s,"  and  the 
progress  they  were  making  towards 
civilization,  were  properly  noted.  The 
expedition  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  was  ad* 
verted  to;  and  a  laige  addition  to  tho 
number  of  gun-boats  was  suggested. 
The  receipts  for  the  year  had  l)een 
upwards  of  $1:5,000,000,  from  which 
$2,000,000  had  been  paid  under  the 
British  treaty  and   convention,  and 
$4,000,000   of  the  debt,  leaving  a 
baiaooe  of  $5,000,000  in  the  treasury. 
Various  recommendations  were  made 
in  r^ard  to  the  oiganisation  of  the 
inilliia,  the  navy, etc.;  and  the  message 
closed  with  a  renewed  and  "pul)llc 
assurance,  that  he  would  exert,  hin  best 
endeavors  to  adminLster  faithfully  the 
executive  department,  and  would  zeal 
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ooBlyoo-openite  with  CSoognw  In  eveiy 
metrare  wliieh  might  tend  to  wciire 
the  liberty,  propevfy,  and  penonal 

safety  of  oar  fellow-citizens,  and  to  con- 
solidate the  republican  forms  and  prin- 
ciples of  our  government." 

Three  days  afterwards  the  president 
sent  a  confidential  message  to  Congress, 
on  the  Bnbject  of  oar  rela;tions  with 
Spain,  and  the  aerioits  nature 
of  the  existing  eontroTersy  with 
that  power.  This  message  was  referred 
to  a  select  eonimittee,  of  which  John 
Rjindolph  was  chairman ;  and  by  the 
proceedings  which  took  phice,  as  Mr. 
Tucker  states,  "it  soon  appeared  that 
Mr.  Randolph  was  no  longer  to  be  nnm- 
hered  amongst  the  supports  of  the 
adminiatratioD.'* 

Spain,  aa  we  have  before  stated,  (p. 
42,)  was  very  indignant  at  the  manner 
in  which  she  was  used  by  Napoleon  in 
regard  to  I^uLsiana;  and  she  determined 
to  throw  every  obstacle  possible  in  the 
way  of  a  peaceful  bettlcnieut  of  the 
qneatioa  with  the  XTnited  States,  as  to 
the  bonndaries  of  the  newly  acquired 
province.  "The  original  claim  of 
France  had  been  from  the  Perdido  East 
to  the  Rio  Bravo  West  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Mol)ile  had  boon  originally  a 
French  settlement,  and  all  West  Florida 
was  as  distinctly  within  the  claim  of 
France,  as  Ihe  month  of  the  Mississippi 
first  diseoTered  by  Ia  Salle,  Sadi  waa 
the  nnderstanding  <^  the  American 
plenipoten' iarles  and  of  Congre&s,  who 
accordingly  authorized  the  president  to 
establish  a  collection  district,  on  the 
shores,  waters,  and  inlcte  of  the  Bay  and 
River  Mobile,  and  of  rivers  both  east 
and  D(  est  of  the  same.   But  Spain  on 


  j 

her  part  ledneed  the  province  of  Lonlo 
siana  to  little  more  than  the  Island  of 

New  Orleans.  She  assnnied  an  attitude 
menacing  immediate  war;  refiised  to 
ratify  a  convention  made  under  the  eye 
of  her  own  government  at  Madrid,  for 
indemnifying  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  plundered  under  her  authority 
during  the  preceding  war;  harassed 
and  ransomed  the  citizens  of  the  Union 
and  their  property  on  the  waters  of 
Mobile;  and  marched  military  forces 
to  the  bordei-s  of  the  Sabine,  where 
they  were  met  by  troops  of  the  United 
State**,  with  whom  a  conflict  was  8]iared 
only  by  a  temporary  military  conven- 
tion between  the  respective  command- 
ers."* 

In  this  jnnctore  of  affiurs,  James 

Monroe  was  directed  to  proceed  from 
London  to  join  Mr.  Finckney  at  Mar 
drid,  in  order  to  procure  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  former  convention,  and 
to  come  to  an  nndenstanding  with 
Spain  as  to  the  boundiiries  of  Loui^^iana. 
"  After  nearly  five  -months  of  frmdess 
endeayois,"  as  the  message  states,  *'to 
bring  th^  to  Btnne  definite  and  satis- 
factory result,  our  ministers  ended  the 
conferences  without  having  been  able 
to  obtain  indemnity  for  spoliation  of 
any  deBcription,  or  any  satisfac- 
tion as  to  the  boundaries  of 
Louisiana,  other  than  a  declaration  that 
we  had  no  right  esstward  of  the  Iber- 
ville, and  that  onr  Une  to  the  west  was 
one  which  would  have  left  us  but  a 
string  of  land  on  that  bank  of  the  River 
Mfeissippi." 
Monroe  had  conveyed  to  the  Spanish 

*  J.  Q,  AdBB^  '*Hfe  <!fjamm  JRMUve,"  p.  259L 
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eonrt  an  offer  to  take  the  Bio  Colorado 

as  tLe  western  limit  of  the  purchase, 
and  to  give  up  the  demands  for  spolia- 
tions, etc.,  in  exchange  for  the  coveted 
turrit f>rv  eaat  of  the  Mississippi ;  but  hia 
pioposit ion  was  promptl  y  l  ej  i-cted .  The 
president  was  far  from  pleit^ed  with  the 
xcmoet  m  wlucli  Napoleon  beihaved  as 
to  this  Bobject  **The  condnci  of 
Enmoe,* lie  said  in  the  mesNige^  ''and 
1th»  part  she  may  take  in  the  misnnder^ 
standing  between  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  are  too  important  to  be  tmcon- 
sidered.  She  was  prompt  and  decided 
in  her  declarations,  that  our  deinaiulH 
on  Spain  for  French  spoliations  carried 
into  Spaniflli  ports,  were  indaded  in  the 
aetdement  between  the  United  Statea 
and  France.  She  took  at  once  the 
ground  that  she  had  acquired  no  right 
from  Spain,  an<l  liad  meant  to  deliver 
us  none,  eastward  of  the  Iberville ;  her 
eilence  as  to  the  westi  rn  1  boundary  leav- 
mg  us  to  infer,  her  opinion  miglU  be 
against  Spain  in  that  qaarter."  llie 
American  envoja  found  t]iat  the  Span- 
iah  goveinment  waa  mtirdy  impracti- 
cable, and  ihere  aeema  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  war  was  contemplated 
against  the  United  States.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, after  his  fruitless  laljors,  returned 
in  tlic  hiummer  of  1805,  to  London;  and 
the  boundary  question  was  left  uuaet- 
ded  for  the  present 

The  select  oomndttee,  of  whieh  "ULr. 
Randolph  was  chairman,  made  a  report 
on  the  3d  of  January,  1806,  m  which 
it  was  declared,  that  the  aggressions  of 
Spain  afforded  ample  cause  of 
war,  but,  as  peace  was  on  every 
account  desirable  for  the  United  States, 
the  hope  iyas  eicpi'essed  that  Spain 


would  not  proceed  to  eztremitiea^  iMt 
would  honorably  fidfil  her  engagements. 

Yet,  in  consequence  of  the  insulting 
character  of  Spanish  proceeding?,  the 
committee  submitted  a  resolution,  "that 
such  a  immber  of  troops  as  the  ])resi- 
dcnt  should  deem  sufficient  to  protect 
the  southern  fieontaer  from  insult^  should 
be  immediately  laised."  This  waa  not 
whAt  3&.  J^ferson  wished:  .his  derire, 
as  priyately  intimated,  waa  for  money, 
not  troops.  "War  was  very  repugnant 
to  his  views,  and  he  thought  much  more 
could  be  accomplished  with  money  than 
by  fighting  about  I^)ui.siana  and  Florida, 
liaudolph  sturdily  opposed  every  thing 
of  the  sort^  as  derogatory  to  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  oar  country,  and 
not  unlike  putting  oniselyes  under  in- 
huts  whenever  France,  or  any  other 
European  nation  saw  fit  to  exact  it. 

On  the  same  day,  a  resolution  was 
offered  bv  Mr.  Bidwell,  of  ^lasaachu- 
setts,  in  accordance  with  the  wishes  of 
Mr.  Jefierson,  "that  an  appropriation 
be  made  for  the  purpose  of  d^aying 
any  extraordinary  expenses  that  might 
be  incmred  in  the  interooorse 
betwe^  the  United  States  and 
foreign  nations,  to  be  applied  under  the 
direction  of  the  president.''  In  the  de- 
bate that  followed,  which  was  with 
closed  doors,  the  two  compliant  mem- 
bers of  the  committee,  Messrs.  BidwplI 
and  Varnnm,  seconded  by  oHieES  kss 
dogged  and  self-asserting  than  Ban* 
dolj)h,  to  whom  they  hinted  the  presi- 
dent's real  desire,  contrived  to  eflfect  all 
that  was  required.  And  after  a  fort- 
night's debate  in  Congress,  the  wi.«ihed- 
for  $2,000,000  were  appropriated  to 
meet  "extraordinary  expenses  of  foi% 
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eigQ  intercourse,"  the  Senate  Wng  in- 
Icffmed,  by  a  commiimcatiaB  sent  with 
ihe  bO],  bat  fonniDg  no  part  of  it^  that 

it  was  to  enable  the  prudent  to  ptuv 
chase  the  Spanish  territories  east  of  the 

Mississippi,  that  the  appropriation  was 
mado.  Randolph,  scouting  with  all  the 
impult!*ivt;iio^  of  liisi  nature,  tliis  having 
a  ^^douUe  set  of  opinions  iiud  principles, 
ihe  <me  oatonaible,  to  go  upon  the  jour- 
nib  and  before  the  pablici  the  other 
the  effiemt  and  real  motiyeB  to  action,** 
subsequently  spoke  of  the  conclusion 
of  the  fortnight's  discussion  most  char- 
acteristically thus, — "  the  doors  were 
closed,  and  the  minority,  whose  motives 
were  impeached,  and  whose  motives 
were  almost  denounced,  weire  voted 
down  ttnt^aui  debated* 

GongreBB  having  decided,  as  Mr. 
Tucker  remarks,  "  on  making  the  ap- 
propriation of  two  millions  for  the  pur- 
chase of  Florida,  (although  it  is  worth 
rememberinGr,  the  resolution  spoke  only 
of  *'  extraordinary  expenses  of  foreign 
intercourse,")  the  president  determined 
upon  a  last  eflK>rt  to  eiffiect  an  amicable 
settlement^  at  Paris,  of  all  matters  of 
dispnte  with  Spain.  He  appointed 
General  Armstrong  of  New  York,  and 
Mr.  Bowdoin  of  Massachnaetts,  joint 
commissioners  for  that  purpose,  and 
proposed  to  add  Colonel  AViLson  C. 
Kicholas  of  Virginia,  as  a  third.  l?ut 
on  that  gentleman's  decliuiug  the  uiis- 
eion,  the  whole  waa  left  to  the  manage- 
ment of  the  two  fiiat"  We  may  men^ 

*  For  a  more  fuO  accotint  of  thig  whole  matter,  with 
extracts  from  Bandolpb's  keen  and  caustic  remariis  in 
tiw  Hoiia%  aw  0«rlHid*B  "Life  nf  lUmMph;' 
rol  i.,  pp.  Sin-?2?.  Sec  also,  Tudkil^t  "Lffk  ^ 
Jffermm,"  toL  iL,  pp.  Iti7-ltt6. 


tion,  in  this  connection,  that,  probably 
nothing  bat  the  destnietion  of  the  Spaiir 
ish  navy  at  Tra&]gar,  October  Slaty 

1805,  prevented  a  war  Letween  Spain 
and  the  United  States.  General  Wil- 
kinson was  actually  ordei-ed  to  meet 
hostilities  V)y  hostilities,  so  pressing  and 
menacing  were  the  Spanish  advances  in 
the  south,  and  so  little  had  been  ef- 
feeted  by  negotiations.  In  fiwft^  nothing 
of  moment  waa  acoompliahed  dniing 
I^.  JeflfofBonli  administration ;  for  the 
American  envoys  at  Paris,  ere  long 
w  ei  e  irreconcileably  at  variance,  and 
the  proefress  of  negotiation  waa  virto- 
ally  at  a  complete  standf^till. 

In  regard  to  tlie  $2,000,000  voted 
for  the  preaidwt  to  nse  at  his  discretion, 
it  waa  oharged  directly  upon  the  ad- 
ministratiim,  that,  as  France  wanted 
money  and  must  have  it,  this  pretty 
sum  went  into  Napoleon's  co&xs,  the 
United  States  ship  Hornet  having  car- 
ried it  out  to  the  American  ministers 
at  Paris,  for  this  veiy  purpose.  Mr. 
Tucker  speaking  of  this  matter  says,  in 
reply  to  the  chaige,  "After  Congrees 
made  tibe  appropriation  of  two  Bullions 
for  the  pmehase  of  Florida,  it  was 
deemed  of  sufficient  importance  to  de- 
spatch the  Hornet  sloop-of-war,  to  com- 
municate the  fact  to  the  American  min- 
isters at  Paris,  and  to  furnish  them  with 
the  means  of  paying  the  money  forth- 
with ;  which  was  by  enabling  them  to 
draw  on  fnnda  in  Holland  placed  there 
to  diBchaige  the  foreign  debt.  These 
f^icts  gave  some  color  to  the  imputation 
which  Mr.  Jefterson's  enemies  had 
tlirown  out  in  the  newspapers,  that  the 
two  millions  were  meant  to  bril>e  France 
to  compel  Spain  to  make  a  cession  of 
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the  Eloridae;  and  that  the  Hornet  ac- 
tually carried  out  the  money.  The 
calumny,  bold  as  it  was  when  first 

propagated,  has  been  so  improved  of 
late  38  to  asaert,  not  only  that  the  two 
luilUoiDS  were  cai  ried  in  specie  to  France, 
bat  were  actoally  paid  to  Bonaparte, 
without  any  connderation  whatever  ; 
though  the  Hornet  did  not  carry  out 
a  dollar,  but  only  letters  of  credit,  to 
be  used  if  wanted  fbr  the  purchase  of 
Florida;  and  no  part  of  which  was 
used,  m  a  rpf*'rt^ncc  to  the  treasniy  ac- 
counts would  bhuw,  if  the  fact  had  not 
been  established  by  a  subseq^uent  inves- 
tigation in  CongresB.'^ 
In  the  coarse  of  the  vast  and  deadly 
'  Htrng^  between  Kapoleon,  now  aspir- 
ing to  universal  dominion,  and  England, 
the  most  formidable  of  his  enemies 
and  supreme  on  the  ocean,  the  policy 
adopted  by  the  mistress  of  the  seas, 
was  vexatious  and  unjust  in  the  extreme 
to  neotral  nations.  The  United  States, 
profiting  by  the  position  of  affiuis  in 
Eoiope^  had  greatly  eniaiged  their  com- 
merce,  and  were  reaping  a  rich  harvest 
from  the  present  golden  opportunity. 
But  Great  Britain  looked  with  no  fa- 
vorable eye  upon  these  a<Ivantageg 
which  neutrals  enjoyed  fi-om  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  Fi'auce  and 
her  alfiee;  and  she  detennioed 
to  interpose  her  power  in  order  to  put 
a  stop  to  all  trade  of  the  land,  and  to 
subslitate  a  forced  commerce  between 
her  own  subjects  and  their  enemies. 
For  two  years  or  more  she  had  suffered 
neutral  navigation  to  have  the  benefit 
of  principles  in  the  law  of  natioxis,  for- 

-  Tdckar^i  ^'L^^  J^g^mn!*  toL  fl.,  pi  8ia 
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merly  reeogniaed  by  henelf  in  the  eo^ 

respondence  betweoi  Hr.  King  and 
Lord  Ilawkeabury,  shortly  before  the 
close  of  the  preceding  war.  But  now, 
"suddenly,  as  if  by  a  concerted  siiynal, 
throughout  the  world  of  watei-s  which 
encompass  the  globe,  our  hardy  and 
peaceful,  thoogh  intrqiid  mariners, 
finind  themaelTeB  airested  in  their  ea- 
reer  of  industry  and  skill ;  seized  by 
British  cruisers ;  their  vessels  and  cap' 
goea  conducted  into  British  ports,  and 
by  tlie  spontaneous  and  sjTnpathetic  il- 
lumination of  British  court.s  of  vice- 
admiialty,  udjudicated  to  the  captors, 
beeanse  they  w^  engaged  in  a  trade 
with  the  enemiea  <tf  Britun,  to  which 
they  had  not  nmaQy  been  admitted  in 
time  of  peace.  Mr.  ]\Ionroe  had  scarcely 
reached  London,  when  he  received  a  re- 
port from  the  consul  of  the  T'nited  Statei^i, 
at  tliat  place,  announcing  that  about 
twenty  of  their  vessels  had,  within  a 
few  weeks,  been  brought  into  the  British 
ports  on  the  channel,  and  that  by  the 
condemnation  of  more  than  one  of  them, 
the  adiniraliy  comthad  settled  ihspHm^ 

It  was  not  only  with  respect  to  the 
carrying  trade,  liowever,  that  serious 
difficultly  existed  between  our  country 
and  Kugland.  There  was  another  and 
a  very  galling  one  to  AmericanSi  which 
England  pressed  or  relaxed  as  she  saw 
fit;  it  was  what  John  Qnincy  Adams 
forcibly  caUs  the  claim  to  the  "  right 
of  man-stealing  from  the  vessels  of  tlio 
United  States."  Officer  of  thf>  British 
navy  boarded  American  ships,  and, 
down  to  the  beai-dless  midshipmen, 
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Beized  upon  any  seamaa  wliom  they 
ehoee  to  take  far  a  Biitisli  BD|]»ject  In 
this  liigli-luHided  nuumer,  not  lea  than 
time  thousand  American  sailors  liad 
been  forced  to  serve  in  the  British 
navy.  No  independent  nation  could 
possibly  Hnbrnit  to  such  outrages ;  and 
the  United  States  uniformly  protested 
agunst  the  course  adopted  by  England, 
and  denied  totally  any  and  every  claim 
of  right  to  impress  seamen  from  tlieir 
yease^  oar  witMn  Hhtar  jnnadiction. 

Li  the  presidentis  message,  at  the 
opening  of  Congress,  he  had  stated, 
that  "the  a'lpect  of  our  foreign  rela- 
tions" liad  much  changed.  The  coasts 
were  infected  aud  the  luirbora  watched 
by  private  armed  vessels ;  our  ships 
were  captured  in  tiie  TOfy  act  of  enfep> 
ing  our  ports,  aad  plDnderedat  aea:  their 
erews  were  taken  out,  maltreated,  and 
abandoned.  It  had  thwefore  been 
found  necessary  to  equip  a  force  to 
cruisie  within  our  own  seas,  and  bring 
in  the  oflenders  for  trial  as  pirates. 
Notwitlistanding  this  highly  suggestive 
fSact,  he  persisted  In  x«e(HnmeadiDg  his 
pet  Bcbaeme  of  d^mce  hj  gonboata,  and 
dedai^d  tiiat  it  was  dediable  to  ^have 
a  competent  nomber  of  gunboats ;  and 
the  number,  to  be  competent,  must  be 
con8!deral)le."  In  order  to  stimulat^i 
the  sseal  of  Congress,  the  president  sent 
a  special  message,  on  the  17th  of  Jan- 
uaiy,  180G,  relatbg  both  to  the  inter- 
rapiion  of  the  neutral  trade,  and  to 
the  impressment  of  tlie  seamen;  fiom 
wliich  it  appeared,  that  Mr.  Madison 
at  Washington,  and  Mr.  Mmiroe  at 
Ixnidon,  had  been  in  communication 
with  the  ministers  of  Great  Britain 
upon  these  questions. 
Voi..]IL— 10 


Congress  perceived  the  difiiculty  in 
the  position  of  affitirs;  committees  at- 
tempted to  deal  witii  it,  bnt  Tainly ;  and 
it  was  proposed,  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  suspend  all  importation  from 
Great  Britain,  until  "  equitaltle  and  satr 
isfactoiy  arrangements  were  made." 
Then  came  other  resolutions,  retaliat- 
ory in  intention,  for  the  annoyances 
of  the  navigation  laws,  and  other  parts 
of  the  British  maritime  code.  Others 
proceeded  still  furthw ;  oertun  articles 
should  be  declared  contraband,  as  fer 
as  importation  ftt>m  England  was  con- 
cerned ;  no  intercourse  should 
be  carried  on  with  any  Euro- 
pean colonies,  unlesa  the  Americans  had 
a  fair  share  in  the  trade ;  all  intercourse 
witii  Great  Britain  ahonld  cease.  In 
the  end,  by  a  large  majority.  Congress 
voted,  in  April,  to  prohibit  certain  arti- 
cles of  British  growth  or  manufacture, 
after  the  15th  of  the  follo^nng  Novem- 
ber. Intercourse  with  revolted  Ilayti 
WJ18  strictlv  forliidden.  The  sum  of 
$150,000  was  appropriated  for  fortify- 
ing the  ports  and  harbors,  and  |2 50,000 
for  building  gunboats. 

In  the  debates  in  the  House,  Ban- 
dolph  and  othera  of  the  republicans, 
looking  upon  Napoleon,  who  had  now 
mounted  tlie  imperial  throne,  as  the 
enemy  to  tree  government  and  national 
independence,  were  disposed  to  pursue 
a  more  conciliatory  and  respectful  course 
towards  England.  The  ^Bderalists  voted 
with  these,  not  only  because  they  agreed 
in  opinion  respecting  the  purposes  cf 
the  emperor  Napoleon,  but  also  because 
(hey  deemed  the  ground  taken  by  the 
iulministration  against  British  interfer- 
ence with  the  neutral  trade  to  be  on- 
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■onnd.  Fisher  Amaa,  m  one  of  his  let- 
ten  at  this  (late,  ezpresMs  bimadf  veiy 
strongly :  "There  was  a  time  whsa  in- 
fatuation in  favor  of  France  wfw  a  pop- 
ular malady.  If  that  time  has  so  far 
passed  over  that  men  can  cither  think 
or  feel  a.s  ^Vmericans  ought,  it  must  be 
apparent,  ihat  Bonaparte  wants  but 
little,  and  is  enraged  tliat  he  so  long 
wants  tiiat  little,  to  be  the  world^s  mas- 
ter. Yet  at  this  awM  cnsis,  when  the 
British  navy  alone  prevents  his  final 
success,  we  of  the  United  States  come 
forwaid,  with  an  ostentation  of  hos- 
tility to  England,  to  annoy  her  with 
non-intercourse  laws.  Are  we  deter- 
mined to  leave  nothing  to  chance,  but 
to  Tolnnteer  onr  industry  in  foiling  our 
chunsi" 

Therepnblicans,  on  their  side,  charged 
npon  the  feder;ilista,  a  desire  to  push 
matters  to  the  point  of  war  with  France 
and  Spain,  and  alliance  with  Great 
iiiiLain.  But  theije  lefcorted,  tiiat  the 
admimatratioii  submitted  tamdiy  to  in- 
raits  from  Spain,  &wned  upon  Napo- 
leon, and  sought  to  provoke  a  quarrel 
with  England.  As  a  late  English  writer 
phrases  it^  "  there  truly  was  something 
almost  sn]>rime  in  the  audacity  with 
which  Jciierson,  without  an  army,  with- 
out a  navy  even,  (for  he  had  broken  it 
up  and  sold  it,)  with  nothing  at  his 
bade  but  a  flotilU  of  gonboata,  lectured 
the  mistress  of  the  seas  upon  'msiitiine 
laws,*  spoke  of  neutral  right?^  and  en- 
coon^fsd  lus  adiierents  to  begin  a  war 
of  crimmercial  (more  correctly,  antl- 
commercial)  enactments,  as  if  by  the 
prestige  of  the  old  war,  he  could  carry 
every  thing  before  him — iherer 

During  the  preset  sessioa  of  Con- 


gresB,  tibie  other  important  measures  di»- 
cussed  and  passed  upon,  were  of  a  do- 
mestic character.  Two  of  these  require 

notice ;  nioro  osipecially,  as  connected 
with  questions  which  have  agitated  the 
whole  country  on  various  occasions. 
The  lii-st  related  to  the  constitutional 
rights  possessed  by  Congress,  in 
respect  to  appropriations  of  pub- 
lic money  for  promoting  internal  im- 
provements. It  is  evident^  at  a  glance, 
that  there  are  many  and  cogent  argu- 
ments on  both  sides  of  this  qne?tion  ; 
and  it  will  probably  ever  remain  oj)en 
to  discussion,  from  a  constitutional  j»oint 
of  view,  although  current  practice  may 
be  regai'ded  as  having  virtually,  at  least, 
settied  tiie  whole  matter.  On  the  S4th 
of  March,  an  act  was  passed  by  a  vote 
of  sixty-six  to  fifty,  for  the  construction 
of  a  national  road  from  Cumberland, 
in  ]\Iaryland,  to  the  state  of  Ohio.  "It 
was  opposed,"  says  Mr.  Tucker,  "  alto 
gether  ou  the  coustitutioual  ground 
that  the  power  of  makmg  roads  was 
not  giv«i  to  Congress.  But  to  obviate 
this  objection,  the  consent  of  the  states, 
through  ^^  hose  territories  the  road  was 
to  pass,  (Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Ohio,) 
was  first  required.  Yet  if  Congrcps  had 
not  the  power  of  making  road?,  as  w;i3 
contended,  the  consent  of  these  stated 
could  not  give  it.  This  question  con- 
tinued to  be  long  afterwards  a  subject 
of  controversy  between  those  who  were 
severally  disposed  to  a  strict  and  a  literal 
construction  of  the  Constitution.  But 
perhaps  the  strongest  arguments*  against 
the  power,  are  to  be  found  in  the  mi?- 
ohiefs  likely  to  arise  from  its  inexpedi- 
ency ;  by  its  being  a  source  of  local 
jealousy  and  heartburning ;  by  its  ]>re* 
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senling  the  meana  of  wasting  the  na- 
tuntal  resources  in  expensive  and  im- 
provident ondertakings ;  hj  its  great 
extension  of  the  influence  of  tlie  federal 
government ;  and  by  its  furnishing  the 
meaub  of  bribing  and  influencing  indi- 
vidnal  Btates,  with  iho  mooiej  of  the 
wholfti*** 

Kot  only-  was  this  biU,  appropriating 
$80,000  of  the  public  money  to  this 

service,  sljnicd  l>v  Jefferson  :  hnt  bills 
were  also  approved,  appro])riatiiig 
$6,000  to  the  coustruction  (A  a  road 
from  Nashville  in  Temiessee,  io  Natchez 
m  MiaBiesippi ;  $6,400  to  a  road  from 
tJie  frontier  of  Geoigia,  on  the  route 
from  Athena  to  New  Orleans;  and 
$6,000  more  to  a  road  from  the  ACaais- 
aippi  Kiver  to  the  Ohio 

Tlie  second  question  referred  to  above 
as  ketuly  debated  during  this  session, 
was  that  which  related  to  the  imposing 
a  taac  of  ten  doUaia  on  each  slave  im- 
ported into  ihe  United  Statea.  Soaih 
Carolina,  finding  the  western  market 
staU  open,  and  highly  profitable^  was 
carrying  on  the  slave-trade  with  great 
energy,  and  it  was  impossible  (neeord- 
ing  to  the  Constitution)  to  forbid  this 
traffic,  before  1808.  The  Representa^ 
tivea  from  this  state  retorted  upon  their 
northern  opponents,  by  ascribing  to  the 
ship-owners  of  Bhode  Island  the  having 
provided  the  means  for  eairying  on  th  is 
detestable  eommerce.  If  we  may  credit 
the  statements  of  southern  men, 
most  of  the  blaveholdiug  mem- 
bers looked  forward  with  great  satis- 
6ietion  to  &e  time  when  Congi-ess 
eonid,  conatitntionally,  prevent  the  fur- 
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ther  importtttioa  of  slaves ;  yet,  as  they 
averred,  they  were  extremely  unwilling 
to  see  any  legislation  on  the  subject  by 
tho«e  who  had  no  common  interest  or 
feelhig  with  them  concerning  it.  The 
troth  protwbly  was,  that  it  was  not  leg- 
islation in  respept  to  slavery  in  ihe  ab- 
atract,  that  roused  fievoe  and  determined 
opposition  to  the  proposed  tax,  but  it 
wa^  the  having  this  species  of  property, 
as  they  termed  it,  treated  as  all  other 
property  was  treated,  and  taxed  like 
other  luxuries  imported  from  abroad. 
"After  several  propositions  to  reject  or 
postpone  the  bill,"  Ifr.  Tucker  infimns 
us,  which  fuled  by  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  House,  it  was,  on  the  third 
reading,  recomnutted,  and  though  after- 
wards i-eported  with  amendments,  it 
was  found  so  unpalatable  to  a  large 
])oi-ti(  »u  of  the  House,  that  it  was  never 
hually  acted  on." 

The  proposition  which  had  been  made 
at  the  preceding  aesnon,  (see  p.  66,)  in 
req>ect  to  the  removal  oif  the  federal 
judges  by  the  president,  whenever  a 
joint  application  should  be  presented 
by  both  Houses  of  Congre5»s,  was  re- 
newed at  the  present  session,  but  with- 
out success ;  and  the  question  was  not 
pressed  by  friends  or  foes,  in  the  doubt- 
ful poBiti<m  in  which  it  aeemed  to  be  ' 
placed  at  the  time. 

On  the  21st  of  April,  the  first  session 
of  the  ninth  Congress  was  ended,  and 
thongh  it  was  not  unusually  long,  it 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  imd  con- 
tentious which  had  occurred  in   

the  career  of  the  national  leg- 
islatare.  "The  House  of  Bepresmta* 
tives,"  we  are  told  by  Mr.  JeffbisoaiV 
biographer,    manifestly  consisted  of 
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three  parties;  as,  iMddes  the  two  known 
diviaioiis  of  repabHeaiu  and  federoUsbi, 

tliere  was  a  schism  of  the  former,  who 
differed  from  the  administration  on 
some  leading  points  of  foreign  policy, 
and  who,  while  they  voted  with  the 
federalists  on  thcsti  (niestions,  and  on 
some  collateral  poiut<5,  so  as  to  show  di- 
inimshed  ooufidenoe  and  good  ftelmg 
towards  the  execntive,  took  espedal 
care  not  to  be  considered  by  the  nation 
as  being  merged  in  the  federal  party, 
not  only  hy  their  general  declarations, 
but  by  their  votes  on  all  questions  not 
invohTJig  the  policy  of  the  administrar 
tion,  on  which  occasions  they  concurred 
with  the  republicans.  This  party  con- 
aisted  principally  of  memben  from  the 
Viiginia  delegadcm,  and  weie  aU  per- 
Bonadly  intimate  with  Kr.  Randolph. 
The  aame  pavtj  afterwards  i^ceived  a 
great  accession  of  strength  in  Virginia, 
by  bringing  forward  Mr.  Monroe  a*?  a 
candidate  for  the  presidency,  in  opposi- 
tion to  Mr.  Madison;  and  it  was  not 
nxitil  the  reooneiliation  of  lliese  gentle- 
men, by  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  Jefibr- 
Bon,  that  its  lanks  were  broken  as  a 
party,  and  that  some  of  the  scattered 
frafrments  united  with  the  federalists, 
in  opposition  to  the  war,  and  all  the 
leading  measures  of  the  administration 
which  preceded  it." 

This  sal^ect  of  "  the  sncoession,*  had, 
some  jean  prerioosly,  occupied  the  anx- 
ious attention  of  John  Adams,  and  he 
had  made  his  wife  the  confidant  of  his 
hopf^  and  his  fears,  when  AVa.shington 
was  about  to  retire  from  jniblic  life. 
Similar  anxieties,  we  find,  now  began 
to  produce  their  effect  upon  the  friends 
of  aaeh  as  were  thought  of  fiirorably 


£>r  fiUing  the  praudcntial  ehur.  And 
it  mnst  be  oonfessed,  that,  in  this  paiv 
ticular,  a  government  whose  head  is  do* 
pendent  npon  popular  election  eveiy 

few  years,  labors  under  serious  difficul- 
ties and  embarrassments.  For,  iis  we 
shall  see,  the  furtlier  on  we  get  in  our 
narrative,  it  has  not,  except  very  rarely, 
been  the  best  and  fittest  men  who  h&Y9 
been  deognated  for  the  pvesideiu^ ;  nor 
ey«i  the  best  men  of  the  dominant 
party ;  but  unhappily,  the  men  whom 
the  party  have  judged  it  most  jirobable 
that  they  could  elect  to  this  hii'h  office. 

Ml'.  Jetlerson  a{)])ears  to  have  all 
along  assumed,  that  his  friend  and  sec- 
retary of  state^  James  liadison,  was  to 
be  his  sncoessor;  and  perhaps  tiiere 
was  not  a  pmon  at  lliat  time  in  ihe 
United  States  to  whom,  personally, 
more  citizens  would  have  been  disposed 
to  give  their  confidence,  as  the  cliief 
magistrate  of  the  nation.  John  Kan- 
dolph,  however,  who  hud  taken  a  strong 
dislike  to  the  president  and  his  ])urpose8 
and  wishes,  determined  to  ui^  Mr. 
Monroe  to  aspire  after  "the  sncoesdon.*^ 
He^  as  well  as  Madison,  was  a  son  of 
that  state  familiarly  known  as  "the 
Old  Dominion,"  and  as  Virginia 
seemed  to  look  upon  herself  as 
the  quarter  whence  the  presidents  were 
to  be  chosen,  the  claims  of  Monroe  ap- 
peared to  be  quite  as  reasonable  and 
proper  as  those  of  Madison.  Bandolph 
warmly  oi^d  Monroe  to  retom  firom 
England,  where  he  was  residing  at  this 
time  as  ambaasador ;  and  Jefl^on  was 


*  For  the  itMsoos  which  led  Randolph  to  oppose 
the  deration  of  Msdison,  see  QarluuTa  "Zt^i  ^  Jekik 
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aftem'ards  charged,  by  Monroe's  fiiends, 
with  throwing  impedimenta  in  lus  way 
of  leaving  Europe,  for  the  purpose  of 
keeping  tlie  field  clear  for  his  own  can- 
didate. Whatever  miiy  have  been  done 
in  secret,  publicly  the  president  pre- 
served a  very  fur  appearance  <^  nen- 
tralify  in  r^ard  to  tiie  dums  of  his 
two  fiiends;  he  did  warn  Monroe  agaiuBt 
reliance  upon  Kandolph,  but,  accC)rdiTi£r 
to  his  biographer's  statement,  "  he  a]> 
stained  from  any  active  measures  iu  fa- 
vor of  either,  and  discharged  the  veiy 
delicate  duties  of  friendship  to  the  ri- 
Tftb,  wifh  Bcropnlcaa  fidelity ;  aa  was 
afterwards  virHtalkf  acknowledged  hj 
both."* 

From  Mr.  Jefferson's  letters  about 
this  time,  wc  learn,  that  the  cares  and 
responsibilitio'^  of  olVtcp  did  niit  l't'OW 
lighter,  as  he  became  iiiuil*  inccuHL^/ined 
to  them ;  and  that  he  smai  ted  more 
than  ever  under  the  attach  of  oppo- 
nents like  Bandolpli  in  Congress,  and 
the  piess  ^^ITuKfe  there  is  only  one 
minister  who  is  not  opposed  to  me,"  lie 
wrote  to  Duane,  "  is  totally  unfounded- 
There  never  was  a  rmrr  lirinii onions,  a 
more  cordial  adminbitration,  nor  even  a 
moment  when  it  hm  been  otherwise." 
"That  there  is  an  ostensible  cabinet, 
and  a  c(mcealed  one,  a  public  profession, 
and  a  concealed  coonteraetion,  is  fSnlse. 
That  I  have  denounced  republicans  by 
the  epithet  of  Jacobins^  and  declared 
that  I  would  appoint  none  but  those 
called  Moderates  <^'f  V>oth  parties,  and 
that  I  have  avowed,  or  entertain,  any 
predilection  for  those  called  the  third 
party,  or  quld^,  is  in  every  little  of  it 
fidse.  Onr  dtnation  is  difficulty  and 
whatever  we  do  is  liable  to  the  criti> 


cisms  of  thc^e  who  widi  to  rqireseot  it 
awry.  If  we  recommend  measures  in 
a  public  message,  it  may  be  said  that 
members  are  not  sent  here  to  obey  the 
mandates  of  the  president^  or  to  re^s- 
ter  the  edicts  of  a  sovereign.  If  we 
express  opinions  in  conversation,  we 
have  then  our  Charles  J^enkinsoiis  and 
back-door  connaeUois.  If  we  say  notb- 
ing,  'we  have  no  opinions,  no  plans,  no 
cabinet.'  In  truth,  it  is  the  fable  of 
the  old  man,  his  son,  and  the  ass,  over 
airain.'' 

Wi  lting  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  in  October, 
after  advoiing  to  various  attempts  to 
prodnoe  jealousy  and  distension  among 

the  membeiB  of  the  administration,  he 
assures  him  of  his  undiminished  confi 
dence  and  esteem.  He  adds:  "I  make 
the  declaration,  that  no  doubts  or  jeat 
ousies,  which  often  besret  the 
Ikcts  they  fear,  may  find  a  mo- 
ment's harbor  in  dther  of  onr  minds. 
Out  administration,  now  drawing  to  a 
dose^  I  have  a  sublime  pleasnre  in  be> 
lie\T.ng  will  be  distinguished  as  much 
by  having  placed  itself  above  all  the 
passions  which  could  disturb  its  har- 
mony, as  by  the  great  operations  by 
which  it  will  have  advanced  the  well- 
being  of  the  nation*** 

And  yet,  notwithstandmg  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son's **snblime  pleasttre**  on  this  pointy 
it  was  not  long  afterwards  that  he  ex- 
pressed himself  in  a  very  different  strain. 
Writitig  to  his  old  friend  John  Dickin- 
son, under  date  of  January  )  3th,  he 
closes  his  letter  in  the  following  words: 

"  I  have  tired  you,  my  friend,   

with  a  long  letter.  But  your 
tedinm  will  end  in  a  few  Unes  more. 
ISme  has  yet  two  years  to  endure,  I 
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am  tired  ul  uu  office  wliere  I  cau  do  no 
more  good  than  many  ofben  who  would 
be  glad  to  "be  employed  in  it  To  my- 
self personally,  it  brings  nothing  but 
unceasing  drudgery,  und  daily  loss  of 
friends.  Every  office  becoming  vacant, 
every  appointment  made,  m£  donne  un 
ingraly  et  cent  ennemh.  My  only  con- 
solation is  iu  the  belief  that  my  fellow- 
dtiasnfl  at  krge,  give  mo  eiedH  for 
good  intentbna.  I  wiH  certainly  en- 
deavor to  merit  tlie  continnsnce  of  the 
good-wiU  "which  foQows  well-intended 
actions,  and  their  approbation  will  be 
the  dearest  reward  I  can  carry  into  re- 
tirement." 

The  projects  of  Aaron  Buit  occupied 
a  considerable  share  of  public  atten- 
tion during  the  summer  and  autumn  of 
1806.  This  ambitiou8t  but  unprincipled 
man,  cast  off  by  the  party  which  had 
placed  him  in  the  vice-president's  chair, 
^^^^  and  looked  upon  with  horror  and 
deep  indignation  by  a  commu- 
nity which  remembered  that  the  blood 
of  Hamilton  waa  yet  wet  upon  hid 
hands,  turned  aww^  in  rage  and  disap- 
pointment from  his  natiye  region,  and 
sought  in  the  great  valley  of  die  HGs- 
sissippi  some  adventure  adequate  to  his 
al/ility  and  his  ambition.  Schemes  of 
conquest,  and  elevation  to  the  licif^^ht 
of  political  power,  .seem  to  have  lilled 
hiA  luiud  J  and  we  can  well  believe  that 
Burr  would  let  xk>  scruples  interfere 
wiih  carrying  out  lus  plans.  What 
these  were,  it  is  not  easy,  perhape  not 
possible,  to  say ;  indeed,  it  is  quite  prob- 
able, that  he  himself  had  no  clear  con- 
ception of  what  he  ptii-posed  doing,  but^ 
like  many  another  unprincijiled  adven- 
turer, meant  to  be  governed  a  good 


deal  by  circumstances  and  opportuni 
ties*    Bumois  ere  long  reached  the 
north  and  east,  that  he  was  planning 

and  organizing  some  vast  eaqpedition, 
the  precise  object  of  which  no  one  could 
telL  l^Hiether  It  wa.s  his  design  to  make 
war  on  the  SpauLsh  |>rovince  of  Mexico; 
whetlier,  knowing  the  discontents  wliieh 
existed  iu  the  west,  he  hoped  to  be  able 
to  separate  ihb  portion  of  i]ie  oountty 
from  the  Union ;  or  whether,  in  tiie  ru- 
ined condition  of  his  fbrtunes^he  hoped 
to  repair  them  by  some  bold  movement 
which  promised  a  golden  return;  all 
was  matter  of  conjecture ;  while,  at  the 
same  time,  there  was  none  who  doubt- 
ed for  a  moment  that  he  was  equal  to 
any  undertaking,  any  desperate  adven- 
ture, whether  of  foreign  aggression  or 
domestic  treason. 

IMr.  Jeffbrson,  whose  dislike  of  Aaron 
Burr  yrv»  intensely  strong,  lost 
no  time  in  endeavoring  to  ascer- 
tain the  plans  and  pui-poses  of  his  late 
rival  before  the  people  of  the  United 
Slates,  lie  sent  a  confidential  agent 
to  the  west,  to  get  information  and  to 
take  measures  for  bring^  the  ginltj 
to  pumshmentb  He  ordered  Hie  United 
States  troops  from  the  Sabine  to  IS^cw 
Orleans,  and  took  every  precan*i( m  to 
defeat  any  ex])edition  which  miglit  be 
intended  Ui^ainst  Mexico.  Having  been 
informed  that  Burr  purposed  to  plun- 
der the  bank  at  New'  Orleans,  before 
invading  the  province  of  M ezieo^  Mr 
Jefferson,  on  the  Stth  of  November,  is- 
sued a  proclamation,  cautioning  all  cit- 
izens against  joining  in  Burr's  enterprise, 
and  orders  were  issued  at  the  same  time 
to  the  different  points  on  the  Ohio  and 
Mississippi,  to  seize  on  the  boats  and 
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Btores,  and  arrest  tlie  peisons  oigaged 

in  the  expc(3itton.  * 

CoTigrPss  jL>Jsoiiil)led  on  the  1st  of 
December,  while  this  proclamation  wiis 
fresh  in  the  minds  of  all,  and  while 
tidings  were  daily  looked  isxe  of  revolt 
sod  oatrage  m  the  west  and  aoatii. 
The  neat  day,  tbe  prendent  attit  his 
meesage  to  Congrm^*  The  first 
part  treated  entirely  of  "foreign 
relations,"  and  whilst  speaking  of  them 
he  noticed  "the  criminal  attempt  of 
certain  private  individual,  to  decide 
for  their  country  the  question  of  peace 
or  war,  by  commencing  active  and  voir 
antboriwd  boetiHtiea,^  wludh  he  had 
"by  prodamation,  aa  well  m  l>y  special 
Oldenit  promptly  and  efficaciously  ap- 
peased." In  alliK><ion  to  Burr  and  lils 
expedition,  lie  further  says:  "  In  a  coun- 
try whose  Constitution  is  derived  from 
tlie  will  of  the  people,  directly  expressed 
by  their  free  cra&ages ;  where  the  pnn- 
cipal  ezecntive  fbnctionaTies,  and  tibioae 
of  the  l^islature,  are  renewed  by  them 
at  short  periods ;  where,  onder  the  diaav 
acter  of  juries,  they  exercise  in  person 
the  greatest  portion  of  the  judiciary 
powers ;  where  the  laws  arc  conse- 
quently so  framed  and  administered  as 
to  bear  with  eqnal  w  eight  and  fiivor  on 
all,  restramiog  no  man  in  the  pursuits 
of  honest  indostry,  and  aecnring  to 
every  one  the  property  which  that  ao> 
qnire? ;  it  \v'ould  not  be  supposed  that 
any  safet^uai  ds  cotild  be  needed  against 
lusurrectioQ  or  enterprise,  on  the  public 


*  T}m  distinguiBhed  Henry  Clay  made  hh  entrance 
into  the  Senate  this  swsion,  and  at  an  early  day  took 
an  totiTe  put  in  adroartiDg  and  il<iflimtii>g  ]ilaBt  and 
ppq^ads  far  intmrntl 


peace  or  authori  ty.  The  laws,  however, 
aware  that  these  should  not  be  trusted 
to  moral  restraints  only,  have  wisely 
provided  punisliment  for  tliese  crimes 
w  hen  committed.  But  would  it  not  bo 
aalntary  to  give  also  the  means  of  pr»> 
venting  their  commuuon  t  IVhere  an 
enterprise  is  meditated  by  private  indif 
viduals  against  a  foreign  nation,  in  am- 
ity with  the  United  States,  powers  of 
prevention,  to  a  certain  extent,  are 
given  by  the  laws ;  would  they  not  be 
m  rea^uable  and  useful,  where  the  en- 
terprise preparing  is  against  the  United 
Stateaf  Whik  adverting  to  ihis  branch 
of  law,  it  is  proper  to  obswe,  that  in 
enterprises  meditated  agunst  foreign 
nations,  the  ordinary  process  of  binding 
to  the  observance  of  tbe  peace  and 
good  behavior,  could  it  be  extended  to 
acts  done  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
United  States,  would  be  effectual  in 
some  cases,  where  the  <^E^der  is  able 
to  keep  ont  of  sight  every  indicalian 
<^  his  purpose,  which  oould  draw  on 
him  the  exercise  of  the  poweiB  now 
given  by  law." 

The  president  also  spoke  in  high 
teruLs  of  the  success  of  Lt^wis  jmd 
Clarke's  e.\j)edition,  aud  asked  for  mod- 
erate appropriations  with  reference  to 
exploring  some  of  the  principal  liters 
in  the  valley  of  the  Ijfissisoppi*  In 
view  of  the  near  approach  of  the  time 
when  the  slave-trade  was  to  be  abol- 
ished, his  language  was :  "  I  congratu- 
late you,  fellow-citizen?,  on  the  approach 
of  the  period  at  which  you  may  inter- 
pose your  authority,  constitotionally,  to 
withdraw  the  dtkens  of  the 
United  States  from  all  ftiriher 
paridcipaticm  in  those  \iolaQonfl  of  hn- 
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man  rights,  wlilch  liave  been  so  long 
continued  on  the  unoffending  inhabit- 
ants of  Afi  i(*a,  and  which  the  nioralitj, 
the  reputation,  and  the  best  interests 
of  our  Gountfy,  have  long  heea  eager 
to  proscribe.  Altiboiigli  no  law  yon 
may  paw  can  take  jnoliibitory  e0fect 
till  the  first  day  of  the  year  1808,  yet 
the  intervening  period  is  not  too  long 
to  prevent,  by  timely  notices,  f  xyir>di- 
tions  which  cannot  be  completed  Ijefore 
that  day."  The  prosperous  state  of  the 
finances  was  pointed  out  ;*  the  onploy- 
ment  of  the  enrpLiis  lovenne  on  internal 
imptroTnnentB  waa  spoken  cf ;  and  a 
^^conathitttional  eirameration  of  federal 
poweTB"  was  suggested.  After  expres- 
sing some  doubts  as  to  the  prospect 
of  peace  -with  foreign  powers,  the  ]n'e?r 
ident  concluded  with  various  recommcn- 
dationi?,  looking  to  the  event,  whatevfT 
It  might  be,  especially  the  fortifying 
exposed  places  and  oigankbg  tiie  mili- 
tia so  as  to  render  it  promptly  effective. 

The  next  day,  the  president  informed 
Congress  that  negotiations  were  in  pro- 
gress with  the  British  government,  and 
recommended  a  temporary  Buapeiision 
of  the  non-importation  act.  In  accord- 
ance with  this  recommradation,  a  bill 
waa  passed  anthoriang  the  president  to 
suspend  this  act  at  bis  discretion,  to  the 
second  Monday  in  the  snccMding  De- 
c«*mber. 

On  the  IGth  of  January,  Congress 
c/dled  upon  the  president  for  infurnia- 
t on  respecting  Burrs  movements,  and 

*  TlMi«oeipls  fato  tiie  (NmnytotlielMtof  Sep- 

t.mbcr,  .amrmntcd  to  |15,000,000  of  which  f?,  700.000 
L«d  bem  paid  on  aocouot  of  the  daims  under  the  Lou- 
Um  oooTention,  and  nan  dnn  18,000^000  on  ao- 


the  steps  taken  by  the  administmtiou 
to  counteract  his  ttt'asonable 
]irojects.  On  the  22d,  Jef- 
fersou  responded  to  this  call  in  a  long 
and  caiefblly  wiittm  message,  giving 
an  account  of  what  had  tavmspired  in 
relation  to  Bnn^  nndertaldngs,  and  the 
measures  which  had  "been  adopted  l)y 
the  authorities  In  the  emergency.  The 
jiresident  having  stated  in  this  message, 
that  one  of  tlie  persons  arrested  by 
General  Wilkinson  had  been  liberated 
by  habeas  corpu^^  the  Senate,  on  the 
next,  day,  with  singularly  hot  haste, 
passed  a  bill,  ^suspending  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus  tat  three  months,"  and 
immediately  communicated  it  to  the 
House,  in  confidence,  with  a  request  for 
their  speedy  concurrence.  Messrs.  Gdes, 
J.  Q.  Adama,  and  Smith,  were  the  com- 
mittee who  advised  and  carried  through 
this  piece  of  Ic^iuHation;  and  the  Senate 
of  tibe  United  States,  usually  held  to  be 
the  conservative  portion  of  the  legisla* 
ture,  asked  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives to  agree  to  place  the  liberty  of 
the  citizens  of  the  entire  Union  in  the 
hands  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  because 
Aaron  Bun-, "  with  about  ten  boats,  nav- 
igated by  about  ax  hands  each,  with- 
out any  miBtaiyappeaiance^  had  paaaed 
down  the  Ohio,  determined  to  over- 
tlirow  and  destroy  the  government  of 
this  groat  "Republic,  aiul  to  l)ulkl  up 
for  himself,  an  empire  upon  its  ruins ! 

The  message  of  the  Senate  w^is  r*'- 
ceived  on  the  26th  of  January,  and  it 
met  in  the  House  the  fate  it  deservedly 
merited.  The  House  rinsed  to  keep 
the  proceedings  secret,  and  on  the  very 
first  reading  of  the  bill  it  was  rejected 
by  a  miyority  of  one  hundred  and  thir* 
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teen  agunst  nmeteeQ,  a  singular  contrast 
to  the  unanimity  vriih  which  it  had  been 
passed  by  the  Senate,  both  Houses  bo- 
mg  agreed  in  their  devotion  to  repub- 
lican doctrines.  Mr.  Tucker,  endeavor- 
ing to  make  the  best  of  the  matter, 
states  that,  tmtb,  ihe  lull  passed 
tiie  Senate  jd.  a  momait  of  snrpnse,  war- 
der  tlie  belief  tiiat  it  vtqb  necessary  to 
prevent  the  escape  of  public  oflfenders; 
and  it  affords  a  good  practical  ill  n-^t ra- 
tion of  the  propriety  of  the  rule  which 
forbids  hasty  enactment-*."*  The  House 
resented  the  attempt  bo  wai mly,  that  a 
series  of  resolmtkns,  dirscting  the  iatro- 
daction  of  a  bill  more  eflSectnally  to 
secure  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Ao* 
Ims  corpus  to  persons  in  custody  of 
the  United  States,"  was,  at  a  later  pe- 
riod of  the  session,  r^ected  by  a  major* 
ity  of  two  only. 

Into  the  particulars  respecting  "Burr's 
conspiracy,"  we  need  not  enter.  He  had 
pordiased  some  boats  on  the  Ohio,  and 
was  bnflding  ctheiBi  and  was  also  en- 
ga^ng  men  to  nav^jstie  them,  and  ac- 
company him  on  some  enterprise  down 
that  river.  Avowedly,  hia  intention  was 
to  found  a  settlement  at  Washita,  in 
Louisiana ;  but  his  known  audacity  and 
^^^^  fondness  for  intrigue,  the  extent 
and  natnre  of  the  preparations 
he  was  making,  his  brokioi  duvaeter 
and  fortnnes,  and  what  appeared  to  be 
intimations  of  a  widely  different  object, 
incautiously  given  by  BOaie  of  his  asso- 
ciates, k  d  to  the  suspicion,  if  not  belief, 
as  we  have  intimated  abov^  that  he 


•  "Life  of  .tfferton,''  vol.  iL,  p.  21&  Seo  also 
Bcntoas  "  Abridgefntnt  of  tht  I/ebaU$  qf  Ccngrm^ 
ld.UL,IipuS04.1S;5S(Ma, 
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hoped  either  to  seize  upon  New  Orleans, 
and  to  erect  as  much  of  the  ealley  of 
the  Mississippi  as  he  could  acquire  into 
an  iudependent  government ;  or  to  in 
vade  Mexico,  and  enrich  himself  by 
land  piracy,  and  a  foray  into  thai 
wealthy  eolony  of  Spun. 

At  Natchea^  whilst  on  his  way  to  New 
Orleans,  he  was  dted  to  appear  before 
the  supreme  court  of  the  Mississippi 
Territory.  But  his  projects,  whatever 
they  were,  had  been  enveloped  in  such 
a  web  of  secrecy,  that  it  was  found  im- 
possible to  obtain  evidence  sufiScient  tt- 
eonviet  him,  and  he  was  discharged 
Soon  afterwards,  howerer,  hearing  that 
several  persons,  who  were  imder  saspi> 
don  of  being  his  accomplices,  had  been 
arrested  at  New  Orleans  and  other 
places,  he  privately  left  Natchez,  >>ut 
was  apprehended  on  the  liiver  T 'ml  ig 
bee,  and  was  conveyed  aa  a  prisom  r  to 
Richmond,  on  the  26th  of  March,  1807. 
The  next  day,  he  was  arrested  there  by 
the  marshal,  on  the  charge  of  fitting 
out  an  expedition  against  the  territories 
of  Spain,  and  after  an  examination  by 
Chief  Justice  Marshall,  was  admitted  to 
hail,  in  the  sum  of  $10,000. 

The  pernicious  effects  of  party  spirit 
were  strikingly  exempliiied  in  connec- 
tion with  the  trial  of  Aaron  Burr.  "  It 
becsme  a  fhvoiite  object  with  the  iisd- 
eral  par^  "  si^  Hr.  IVicker,  to  obtain 
Bun^  aoqmttal,  and  even  to  Tnfiinf^iiv 
his  innocence,  for  the  sake  of  thwarting^ 
the  measures  of  the  executive,  and  of 
proving  the  president  vindictive  nnd 
tyrannical.  The  other  side  felt  the  in- 
dignation which  the  schemes  impulsed 
to  Burr  would  natoraBy  ezdte,  he^hi- 
ened  by  the  desbe  of  oountetaeding 
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their  adversaries.'*  As  for  the  presi- 
dent himself,  his  biogi^her's  eronlpa- 
tory  statement.s  are  more  severe  in  con- 
cl(^n!Tiation  of  his  conree  than  any  thing 
which  was  adduced  hy  his  most  violent 
oppoueute.  "jVIr.  Jeffenion,"  he  says, 
<^coQld  neither  be  blind  nor  insenaible 
to  ihis  misplaced  zeal  or  its  came,  and 
it  produced  a  reaedon  in  bia  bosom,  to 
which,  however  natural,  and  excnsable 
in  the  great  bulk  of  his  party,  it  is  to 
be  wished  that  he  had  Ijeen  superior, 
lie  felt  so  much  nnxiety  to  frustrate 
wliiit  lie  seemed  to  regard  as  an  unprin- 
cipled determination  in  the  federalists 
to  screen  a  state  criminal,  and  a  party 
Inaa  in  the  judges,  merdy  because  that 
criminal  was  now  lus  memjf  that  he 
kept  up  a  regular  correspondence  with 
the  United  States  Attorney,  Mr.  ILiy, 
concerning  the  prosecution,  and  gave 
his  counsel  freely  throughout  its  whole 
progress.  There  indeed,  much  con- 
nected vilih  this  project  and  its  prose- 
entioB,  on  which  we  cannot  look  bat^ 
without  regret^  and  even  mortifici^ 
tion.»* 

The  trial  began  on  the  22d  of  May, 
in  the  circuit  court  at  Richmond,  l)cf<)re 
Judges  Mai-8hall  and  Grifliu.  John  Bar 
ker,  Benjamin  Botts,  John  Wickham, 
Edmund  Randolph,  and  Luther  Martin, 
and  at  a  sabBequent  day  CSiarles  Lee^ 
appeared  aa  oonnsd  for  Bnrr : 

i.ao7 

*  and  to  oppose  them  were  OsBsar 

A.  Rodney,  (attorney-general  in  the 
place  of  Breckenridge^  since  the  begm- 


•  Tucker's  "ii/i»<j/"J^^<wiH''Tol  it,  p.  m  As 
aa  <Knet  to  flw  pinriden^i  oooiM^  Ifr.  VmIdv  mntkins 

"(he  indcooniin"  on  llic  port  111  -  <  lii«f  justic<>,  in 
diDiog  with  « iKge  party,  where  Burr  himself  was  <m« 
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ning  of  the  year,)  George  Hay,  (with 
whom  Jeflfereon  corresponded  so  sedu- 
lously,) Alexander  M'Rae,  and  WillLim 
Wirt.  Burr  also  chose  to  act  as  his 
own  counsel  in  the  ca^e,  and  Im  keen 
and  subtle  intellect  was  constantly  ex- 
ercised in  directing  and  guiding  the 
defence. 

Much  delay  occurred  in  the  selection 

of  a  grand  jury.  It  was  not  oa^^y  to 
find  impartial  men  qualified  for  that 
function ;  and  after  all,  it  is  quei?tiona- 
bie,  whether  .some  of  the  jurors  were 
not  prepossoiiiicd  with  the  belief  in  the 
prisoner's  guilt.  For  a  whole  month 
the  examination  <tf  witnesses  in  the  pre- 
liminary trial  proceeded,  and  time  was 
wasted  in  interlocutory  motions,  discus- 
sions concerning  the  evidence  that  should 
go  to  the  grand  jury,  the  competency 
of  the  court  to  summon  the  president 
of  the  United  Stat  as,  as  well  a.s  to  com- 
pel the  production  of  papers,  and  simi- 
lar schemes  for  ddaying  and  wearying 
out  the  jury  and  the  court 

The  case  of  I>r.  lEmk  Bollman,  and 
Samuel  Swartwout,  who  had  been  ar- 
rested and  committed  to  prison  on  a 
charge  of  treason  in  being  concerned  in 
Burr's  conspiracy,  had  come  up  in  Fel> 
ruary  preceding,  on  which  occasion  the 
chief  justice  delivered  his  opinion  upon 
the  constmction  d  the  law  of  treason 
aa  defined  by  the  Constitntion.  On  the 
Slat  of  Febraaiy,  ihe  ptisoners  were 
discharged  from  custody.  BoUman, 
having  been  called  on  as  a  witness  on 
the  part  of  the  United  Statef,  Mr.  Hay, 
in  open  courts,  and  liy  order  of  the  pres- 
ident, tendered  him  a  pardon,  which  he 
indignantly  refused,  asserting  his  iimo- 
cence  of  any  act  requiring  a  pardon. 
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!Mr.  Jefferson,  we  are  sorry  to  say, 
was  disposed  to  make  very  short  work 
with  poor  Dr.  Bollman    Writbg  to 

Mr.  Hay,  he  says :  "  Yoq  ask  what  is 
to  be  done  if  Bollman  finally  rejects 
his  pardon,  and  the  judge  decides  it  to 
have  no  effect  ?  Move  to  commit  him 
immediately  for  treason  or  Tnij»domean- 
or,  aa  you  thinii.  the  evidence  will  sup- 
port; let  the  court  dedde  where  ke 
shall  lie  sent  for  trial;  and  on  appficar 
tion  I  wiU  ham  the  niaiBhal  aided  in 
his  transportatioD,  with  the  executive 
means."  On  the  conviction  of  Burr, 
Hay  was  instnictcd  to  hare  a  host  more, 
"  whose  agency  has  been  so  prominent 
as  to  mark  them  as  proper  objects  of 
punishment,"  conmiitted;  but,  "as  to 
okacnre  oflfonders,  and  repenting  ones, 
kt  them  He  for  oonaideradon.'*  He 
fiirther  tells  his  correspondent  tiiat  he 
has  fonnd  up  a  new  witness,  whose  ev- 
idence might  tend  to  prove  that  "  tLe 
most  clamorous  defenders  of  Burr,  are 
all  liis  accomplices;"  and  to  fix  upon 
Lutiicr  Martin  "misprision  of  treason 
at  least,"  and  so  to  "put  down  that  im- 
principled  and  impudent  fedoal  boll- 
dog."  Shall  we  move  to  commit  Lib 
ther  Martin  as  parHceps  crim  hds  with 
Burr?"  he  asks;  and  in  a  P.  S.,  "  WiU 
you  send  me  a  half  dozen  blank  Kul^pon- 
nas  Truly,  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Jeffereon's  correspondence  places  him 
in  a  very  strange  position  for  the  presi- 
doit  of  the  United  States  to  occnp7. 
The  grand  jmy,  on  the  28d  and  24ih 


•  Mr.  Martin  repaid  the  president's  dcnurn'iations 
with  iikterest  It  is  rdated  of  him,  that  it  was  one  of 
Im  commoo  nniwloin  wben  stigmatizing  inj  penon 

v.-'.th  ':'ri>>i"'c'!*  t"rm-:  of  opi/robrium,  to  Ray  that 
ho  was  "  as  great  a  scuuudrd  as  Tom  Jel&rson." 


of  June,  pronounced  Burr,  with  Iler- 
man  Blennerhaaset,  General  Dayton, 
and  Smith,  guilty  of  high  treason  and 

misdemeanor.  Burr  was  then  commit- 
ted to  prison,  but  on  the  representation 
of  Ins  connfcl,  tliat  tlic  prisoner's  health 
w;iii  likelvto  be  afTected  bv  confinement 
in  tli*^  jail,  and  that  liis  counsel  could 
not  have  free  commiuucation  with  him 
there,  the  court  allowed  1dm  to  be  re- 
moved to  the  public  house  he  had  pre- 
viously occupied,  and  to  1m  placed  ui> 
der  a  guard.  This  and  oUier  indul- 
gences granted  him,  says  Mr.  Tucker, 
gave  great  scandal,  at  the  time,  to  most 
of  the  republican  party.  On  the  other 
hand,  Mr.  iJavis,  Burr's  friend  and  bi- 
ographer, states,  that  "  a  description  of 
the  outrages  and  crndty  which  lie  en- 
dured, wonld  fill  Tolomes;^  l>nt  so  far 
as  appears,  they  were  not  particularly 
hard  to  bear,  especially  the  luxuries  of 
the  table,  the  socieigr  of  his  daughter, 
etc. 

Burr  was  put  on  liis  trial  on  the  3d  ! 
of  August^  the  court  having  adjourned 
to  that  day.  From  tiie  6l3i  to  the  16th, 
it  was  engaged  in  obtaining  a 
jury,  (no  easy  ttNsk,  for  "party  * 
feelings  had  taken  so  strong  a  hold, 
that  almost  every  person  called  seemed 
to  have  made  up  his  mind,  from  rumors 
and  newspaper  statements,")  and  discus- 
sing points  of  law.  On  the  iTth,  the 
treason  case  was  opened  j  and  the  ex- 
amhuation  of  the  wifaoeHses  called  l^tiie 
government  commenced. 

The  charges  against  him  were,  that 
he  had  exdted  insurrection,  rebellion, 
and  war,  on  the  10th  of  December, 
1806,  at  Blennerhasset's  Island,  in  Vir- 
ginia; and  that  he  had  also  traitorously 
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intended  to  take  possession  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  with  force  and  arms. 
To  all  which  Burr  pleaded  "  not  guilty." 
The  line  of  defence  adopted  by  Burr's 
counsel  was,  the  overthrowing  of  the 
evidence  of  Wilkinson,  Eaton,  and 
Tnurtun.  The  first  of  these  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Burr,  in  cipher, 
wMcli  liad  been  sent  to  the  president 
as  condufflTe  of  tlie  pxiaonerlB  guilt; 
and  the  two  latter  were  ready  to  tes- 
tify to  Burr's  detennination  to  aaeawi- 
nate  Mr.  Jefferson,  corrupt  the  navy, 
and  overthrow  Congress.  Tliore  can 
he  no  douLt,  we  think,  that  Burr  eu- 
tcilaiaed  some  designs  of  the  nature 
of  thoee  he  stood  charged  with]  but 
WUldnson^  tesfimony  was  looked  upon 
as  rather  sDspidons,  for  the  letter  in  ei- 
pher  was  altered  by  him  before  the 
translation,  which  he  swore  to  as  cor- 
rect, was  made ;  and  Mr.  Eaton  and 
Commodore  Truxtun  could  only  serve 
to  pruvc  an  intejition  on  the  part  of 
Burr  to  commit  acts  of  treoisou  against 
the  United  States.  The  prosecntom 
foond  it  oiiremely  diffienlt  to  make  the 
overt  acts  they  were  aUe  to  ^tabliah, 
look  like  **the  levying  of  war"  against 
the  government  of  the  country.  It 
could  not  be  proved  that,  if  the  a1  ]o??-ed 
overt  act  did  take  place.  Burr  was  pres- 
ent and  had  part  iu  it,  for  he  happened 
to  be  hundreds  of  miles  away,  in  an- 
other state,  at  the  time  specified.  And 
MiarBhaU,  in  his  opinioD,  delivered  on 
the  81st  of  August^  snbmitted  to  the 
juiy  that,  whether  or  not  the  assenib- 
llng  of  the  men  in  Blennerhasset's 
Lsland  were  the  "levying  of  war,"  the 
presence  of  Burr,  being  nowhere  al- 
leged, except  in  the  indictment,  the 
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overt  act  was  not  iax>ved  by  so  much 
as  a  single  witness,  and  coDseqnently, 

all  other  testimony  was  irrelevant. 

The  next  day,  Hay  stated,  that  he 
must  leave  the  case  with  the  jury;  and 
a  verdict  waa  after  a  short  time  re- 
turned, which,  though  objected  to  by 
Burr  as  informal,  was  allowed  to  stand, 
and  was  in  fiict,  Not  guilty.  The  in- 
dictments against  Bon's  all^d  associ- 
ates in  his  treason,  were  thereupon  re- 
linquished; and  Bon's  second  trial 
came  on. 

Tlie  jury  w;is  impauell<Hl  on  the  9th 
of  Sej)tember ;  the  subijtauce  of  the 
charge  being,  that  the  accused  was 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  in  setting  on 
foot  a  military  enterprise  against  a  foi^ 
eign  power,  with  whom  the  United 
States  were  at  peace.  After  the  pros- 
ecution had  examined  some  of  their 
wltne««efi,  and  the  court  had  decided 
that  the  testimony  of  others  was  not 
relevant,  Hay  moved  that  the  jury 
should  be  dischaiged.  But  Burr,  who 
was  fully  sensible  of  the  advantage  he 
had  gained,  insisted  upon  a  verdict: 
and  as  the  coort  agreed  that  the  jnry 
ooold  not  be  dischaiged  without  the 
consent  of  the  accused,  and  that  they 
must  give  a  verdict,  they  retired,  and 
soon  returned  and  pronounced  him 
"Not  guilty." 

This  was  on  the  15th  of  September ; 
bnt  the  whole  matter  was  once  more 
examined,  and  in  the  course  of  it,  (so 
Burr  wrote  to  his  danghter,)  Wilkinson 
"  acknowledged,  veiy  modestly,  that  he 
had  made  certain  alterations  in  the  let- 
ter received  from  me,  by  erasures,  etc., 
and  then  swore  it  to  be  a  true  copy.'' 
And  the  issue  was  a  committal  of  Burr 
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and  Blennerbasset  for  trial  in  tlie  Dis- 
trict of  Ohio,  upoa  the  old  charge. . 
They  gave  bail  for  their  appearance, 
and  were  set  at  Uberty ;  but  after  all, 
they  were  never  tried,  baring  forfeited 
their  recognizances.  The  other  trials 
all  came  to  naught ;  only  one  of  the 
8o-cjilled  conspirators  was  hronght  in 
guilty,  and  he  only  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Although  the  chief  justice  had  re- 
eomnutted  Bnir,  Mr.  Hay  advised  that 
all  further  prosecation  be  desbted  from, 
m  not  TSJuij  to  attain  the  end  of  con- 
victing the  guilty.  No  one  doubted 
that  Bnrr  was,  to  a  greater  or  lass  ex- 
tent, a  criminal ;  and  the  conduct  and 
decision  of  the  chief  justice  was  f^everely 
commented  upon  by  those  who  thought 
that  ke  was  bound  to  aeeomplish  a  very 
different  result  from  that  to  which  the 
trial  was  brought.*  Burr  soon 
after  aaOed  for  England,  and  his 
name  and  character  were  consigned  to 
infamy.  "An  exile  from  his  country,  he 
wandered  in  poverty,  a  stranji^er  in  other 


*  "  Why  did  you  not  tdl  Judge  ManhaU  that  the 
futph  «f  AiukIm  teMBdidftCMfUibikf  mi  tt» 

question  put  to  Mr.  Wfrt  after  the  trial.  "Tell  Mm 
that!"  wa«  the  nfly,  " I  would  as  soon  have  gone  to 
HoMbd,  and  toM  Un  0iet  the  peoide  of  AnMriea  in. 
sistcd  that  the  mmi  f.sdl  horns  M  %  iMMQlrtl^ba 
■boakl  draw  her  with  theio." 
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lands;  and  when  at  last  he  retuined 
to  his  own,  it  was  to  encounter  the 
harder  calamity  of  being  treated  as  a 
stranger  among  lus  own  oonntrymen. 
With  the  recklessness  produced  by  a 
present  which  bad  no  comfort,  and  a 
future  which  promised  no  hope,  he 
surrendered  himself  svitliout  shame  to 
the  grovelling  propensities  which  had 
formed  hid  first  step  on  the  road  to 
ruin,  until  at  last,  overcome  by  disease, 
in  the  decay  of  a  wom-ont  body,  and 
the  imbecility  of  a  much  abased  mind, 
he  lay  a  shattered  wreck  of  humanity, 
just  entering  upon  eternity,  with  not 
enough  of  man  left  about  him  to  pinlv-e 
a  Christian  of.  Kuined  iu  fortune,  and 
rotten  iu  reputation,  thus  passed  from 
the  busy  scene  one  who  might  have 
been  a  glorious  actor  in  it;  and  when 
he  was  laid  in  the  grave,  decern^  con- 
gratulated itself  that  a  nnisance  was 
removed,  and  good  men  were  glad  that 
(xod  had  seen  fit  to  deliver  society  from 
the  contaminating  contact  of  a  fester- 
ing mass  of  moral  putrefaction.* 


♦  See  the  "  New  Torh  Smmv,"  for  Januar} ,  1 
p.  212.   The  reader  will  find  it  uaeAil  to  oompare  thta 
aamm  Nffciir  of  Bun't  lift  and  cwaer,  viih  tfic 
Hfo  of  the  same  prominent  aolar  fattv  f*******  UliOIJ» 
by  Mr.  Matthew  I*  Devie. 
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KoTWiTiisTAKDi^o  Mr.  Jeffei-sou's 
popularity,  and  the  decitled  majority 
which  the  repoUicaos  pcnesBed  in  Con- 
greaBf  there  was  a  stroDg  dispontion 
manifested  not  to  accede  further  to  his 
favorite  scheme  of  increasing 
the  gunboats ;  and  early  in  the 
year  1807,  a  resolution  was  piissed  call- 
ing on  him  for  information  as  to  the 
efficacy  of  gunboats  in  protecting  har- 
bors, together  with  t^e  number  wanted 
far  the  eeveral  porta. 

We  have,  on  a  preTioua  page  (ne 
p.  64,)  referred  to  Mr.  Tucker's  de- 
fence of  the  plan  proposed  by  the  pres- 
ident. He  has  said  all,  probably,  that 
can  be  said  on  tliat  .side  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  but,  as  is  evident,  with  very  par- 
tial auccet^.    The  gunboat  scheme,  us 


we  are  told,  "  was  vehemently  assailed 
by  the  president's  adversaries)  (1803,) 
in  ever^  form  of  aigoment  and  zidi- 
enle,  and  waa  triumphantly  adduced  as 

a  further  "proci  that  he  was  not  a  prac- 
tical statesman.  The  officers  of  the 
navy  were  believed  to  be,  with  scarcely 
an  e.vccption,  opposed  to  the  8Ystf»m  of 
gunboats;  especially  those  wlio  were 
assigned  to  this  service  j  partly  because 
it  was  found  to  he  penonally  rery  un- 
oomfbrtable,  and  yet  more  perhaps,  be- 
eaiiae  the  power  they  wieldsd  was  so 
inferior,  and  their  e(Mnmand  so  insig- 
nificant, compared  with  that  to  which 
they  had  been  familiarized.  It  was 
like  compelling  a  proud  man  to  give 
up  a  fine,  richly  caparisoned  charger, 
for  a  pair  of  panniers  and  a  donkey. 
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To  stem  the  current  of  public  opiuioo, 
which,  80  &r  as  it  was  maiiifeeted,  set 
flo  strong  sgsinst  thsse  ganboati^  snd 

to  tnrn  it  iu  their  favor,  Mr.  JefliBnon 
prsrailed  on  Paine,  who  had,  since  his 
return,  been  addressing  the  people  of 
the  United  States  on  various  topics 
through  the  newspapers,  to  become 
their  advocate.  He  set  abontitwith 
his  wonted  self-confidenoei  snd  teal  tal* 
snt  in  enfbmi^  his  views,  sod  pro- 
ceeded to  show  that »  gnu  from  a  gnn- 
boat  would  do  the  same  execution  as 
from  a  seventy-four,  and  cost  no  more, 
perhaps  less;  but  that  a  shij),  carrying 
seventy-four  gnm^  could  briug  only  one 
half  to  bear  upon  the  enemy  at  once ; 
whereas,  if  they  were  dis^bnted  among 
seTentyofonr  boats,  they  would  all  be 
equally  effective  at  once.  In  spite  of 
this  logic,  the  public,  pinning  its  fmth 
on  experienced  men,  remained  incredu- 
lous ;  and  when,  soon  afterwards,  many 
of  the  new  marine  were  driven  ashore 
in  a  tempest,  or  were  otherwise  de- 
stroyed, no  one  seemed  to  r^ard  thdr 
loss  as  a  misfortnne,  and  the  offioen  of 
the  navy  did  not  affect  to  oonoeal  timr 
satisfoction ;  nor  has  any  attempt  been 
since  made  to  replace  them." 

Having  been  called  upon,  as  above 
stated,  to  furaiah  some  i)roof  of  the 
efficacy  of  gunboats  iu  protectiug  the 
harbofs  of  the  coontiy,  the  jweddent, 
on  the  10th  of  Febrnary,  sent  a  mes- 
sage to  Congress  on  this  subject.  He 
stated,  that  the  proposed  mode  of  de- 
fence combined,  1.  Land  batteries,  fur- 
nished with  heavy  cannon*  2.  ^lova- 
ble artillery.  3,  Floatinc:  bat- 
tene&  4.  Gunboats  to  oppose 
an^iemy  at  his  entrance,  and  to  coK>p- 
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erato  with  the  batteries  for  his  czpnl- 
«on ;  that  profesnonsl  men  in  the  army 
and  navyisTored  the  plan;  and  that 
gunboats  are  in  genial  use  among  mar- 
itime nations  for  the  purposes  of  de- 
fence, in  proof  of  which  several  exam- 
ples are  cited.  The  president  further 
stated,  that  two  hundred  gunboats 
would  be  required  for  the  varioos  har- 
bors; that  some  of  these  would  be  of 
a  size  laige  enough  to  go  out  to  sea  if 
required:  that  seventy-three  were  al- 
ready built  or  building,  and  the  reman- 
ing one  hundred  and  twenty-seven 
would  cost  from  $500,000  to  $^00,000. 
Suggesting  that  only  a  few  of  these 
would  be  needed  in  times  of  peace,  and 
that  it  was  altogether  a  very  economi- 
cal arrangement^  he  oondnded  his  mes- 
sage in  the  following  terms :  It  must 
be  Bopeiflnons  to  observe  that  this 
species  of  naval  armament  is  proposed 
merely  for  defensive  operations :  that 
it  can  have  but  little  effect  towards 
protecting  our  commerce  in  the  open 
seas,  even  on  oor  coast;  and  stall  less 
can  it  become  an  mdtement  to  engage 
in  offensive  maritime  war,  towards 
which  it  would  furnish  no  means.*^ 

An  appropriation  was  subsequently 
made,  by  a  vote  of  sixty-eight  to  thirty- 
six,  of  $150,000,  for  the  purposo  of 
building  thirty  gunboats.  At  the  next 
Congress,  in  Deeembw,  a  law  was  psssed 


*  SoUivMl,  wbo  npresents  the  views  of  the  federal- 
ists, speaking  of  fha  gnnbotti^  aaj%  tbegr  **«<««  fit 
for  nothing  but  to  SMirajrtbt  Hm of  flionwiw  «(■ 
tempted  to  navigate  them.  A  Email  bo«t  with  one 
great  gun  mounted  in  its  bows,  was  well  adapted  to 
roD  onrlnfthcftTy  8ca;  moA  so  H  prarad  on  «elim] 
c.Ypcrimeot,  and  Ur.  Jeflenon's  gunbosts  have  long 
been  abandooed}  sad  vmx  b»  icaas  to faara  been  oon- 
viand  «r  |]»  ftOlf  flf  Ite  fimnliaii." 
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which  authorized  the  con&tiuctiou  of 
one  handled  and  eighty-eight  gonboote, 
in  addition  to  those  already  bnilt; 

which  would  raise  the  total  number  of 
vessels  of  this  description  in  the  navy, 
to  two  liundrcil  aiul  fifty-seven*  "This 
was  the  dovf^lTpmrnt  of  the  mtich-con- 
demned  'gunboat  system,'  which,"  as 
Mr.  Cooper  justly  remarks, "  for  a  short 
time,  threatened  destruction  to  the 
pride,  discipline,  tone,  and  even  mcmla 
of  the  service.  There  can  be  no  qnea* 
tion,  that,  in  certain  circiunstancea,  ves- 
sels of  tills  nature  may  be  partictJarly 
useful ;  but  these  circumstances  are  of 
rare  occurrence,  as  they  are  almc«t  al- 
ways connected  with  attacks  on  towns 
and  harbors.  As  the  policy  Is  now 
abandoned,  it  is  nuneoeasary  to  point 
ont  the  details  by  which  it  is  rendered 
particularly  unsuitable  to  this  country ; 
though  there  is  one  governing  principle 
that  may  be  mentioned,  which,  of  it- 
self, demoiist rate's  it«  ini fitness.  The 
American  coast  lias  on  extent  of  near 
two  thousand  miles,  and  to  protect  it 
by  means  of  gunboats,  evm  admitting 
the  practicability  of  the  niethod,  most 
involve  an  expenditure  sufficient  to  cre- 
ate a  movable  force  in  ships^  that  would 
not  only  answer  all  the  mme  purposes 
of  defence,  but  which  would  possess 
the  additional  advantage  of  acting,  at 
need,  offensively.  In  other  words,  it 
was  entailing  on  the  coimtiy  the  coet 
of  an  effictent  marine,  without  enjoying 
Its  advantages.'^f 
In  accordance  witii  the  reoommenda- 


•  See  BenWs  "  Abridgenunt  ^U^DOttm  ^ 

CoTu;r(M^^  vol.  ili.,  pp.  625-40. 
t  Cooper'tf  "  itatitl  Hittory,"  toL  ii^  pp.  89-24. 


tion  in  the  president's  message,  (see  p. 
79,)  Congress  dming  the  present  ses- 
sion, passed  a  Uw  prohibiting 
the  Afiiican  slaye-trade,  after 
the  1st  of  Jannary,  1808,  under  veiy 
severe  penalties.  The  debate  was  pro- 
tracted to  an  unusual  length,  and  L'Hve 
rise  to  great  and  unwonted  exciteuieut 
among  the  members.  There  was  a  very 
general  disposition  in  favor  of  the  pro- 
hibition, bnt  in  rqiard  to  the  details 
great  contrarieties  of  o|nmoa  eziBted. 
Early  in  March,  the  debate  was  brought 
to  a  dose,  and  the  substance  of  the  law 
as  passed,  was  briefly  as  follows :  a  fine 
of  f 20,000,  with  forfeiture  of  tlio  vessel, 
forbade  the  regular  trade ;  and  one  of 
$5,000,  with  forfeiture  of  the  vessel  like- 
wise, forbade  the  engaging  in  the  traffic 
casoaUy.  Importation  and  sale  were 
to  be  punished  by  Aim,  not  below 
$1,000  nor  above  |10,000,  and  impris- 
onment varying  between  five  and  ten 
yeai-s  A  fine  of  $800  was  to  be  laid 
on  the  jmrchaser,  who  should  know  that 
the  slave  was  imported  contrary  to  this 
act.  like  states  severally  were  to  di» 
pose  of  sach  slaves.  And  to  prevent 
contraband  trade,  by  means  of  tiie  coast- 
ing vessels,  it  was  enacted,  that  each 
coaster  should  have  entered  In  its  pa- 
pers full  descriptions  of  all  slaves  on 
board  for  transport,  under  penalty  of 
heavy  fine  and  forfeiture.  Other  reg- 
nlations  tended  in  the  same  dueetion, 
bnt  the  question  of  slaveiy  itself  was 
left  nntODched.  It  deserves,  however 
to  be  noted  here,  as  a  matter  of  justice 
to  our  country,  that  this  action  of  Con- 
greas  was  in  advance  of  that  taken  by 
any  other  ruilion  in  the  civilized  world, 
and  that,  though  we  may  be  reproached 
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witk  tiie  coutinuance  of  slavery  in  our 
soaihem  BtsfeeSi  nevwChdeBB,  tbe  United 
Statee,  in  18S0,  were  fb»-fint  to  dedare 
tlie  alave-trade  to  be  pracy,  and  pnn- 
iflliable  aecordingly. 

Congress  also  repealed  tlie  tax  on 
salt,  continued  the  Mfditerraneau  fund, 
and  made  a  liberal  compensation  to 
Captains  Lewis  and  Clarke  and 
their  oompanionSf  in  d(matioiis 
of  lands  for  tiidr  servioes  in  the  Pap 
d£e  mteipriaa.  "The  yotea  in  both 
Houses,"  according  to  It.  TucTvcr, 
"showed,  that  if  the  president  had 
lost  a  small  number  of  his  former  snp- 
porters,  he  had  the  undiniinisihed  confi- 
dence and  attachment  of  the  rest,  con- 
stituting the  great  body  of  ike  repub- 
lican party."  OntheSdof  lCarch,the 
nmth  Goi^irefla  closed  its  seotHid  eeBHOD. 

It  deserves  to  be  put  on  leoord  here^ 
that  Bobert  Fulton,  in  the  summer 
of  the  year  1807,  demonstrated  to  his 
countrymen  and  tlie  world,  the  practi- 
cability of  propelling  vessels  by  the 
agency  of  steam.  Some  three  or  four 
years  previously,  he  had,  m  oonjonction 
irilii  €9ianoeUor  livingston,  Amenean 
minkter  to  EVanoe,  made  a  Boooessfnl 
experiment  with  a  boat  built  by  him 
on  the  Seine.  On  returning  to  the 
United  States,  in  1806,  Fulton  con- 
structed the  "Clermont,"  which  was 
launched  from  a  ship-yard  in  New 
York,  in  the  spring  of  1807,  and  pre- 
pared for  use  in  Aqgost  of  the  same 
year.  Despite  the  defects  and  diffienil- 
ties,  despite  the  sneers  of  the  inoredu- 
loQS  and  the'  contemptuous  disregard 
of  the  self-opinionnted  and  conceited, 
Fulton  persevered,  and  the  Clermont 
made  her  first  voyage  from  isaw  York 

Vol.  UI.— » 


to  Albany  in  thirty-two  hours,  and  re- 
tnmed  again  in  tiihiy  hotm.  ''In  &e 
nddst  of  the  most  prolifio  creaticiis  of 
American  industry,"  says  Professor  Ren- 
wick,  "  the  services  rendered  by  Folton 
are,  at  length,  admitted  to  be  stiperior 
to  those  of  any  other,  with  tlie  sole  ex* 
caption  of  ^Vhitney.  This  rank  \s>  now 
awarded  to  him,  not  only  by  the  tardy 
justice  of  his  own  countrymen,  but  by 
the  ahnost  nmveraal  sn&age  of  the 
whole  civiliaed  world,  the  bonds  of 
wliose  union  are  daily  drawn  cl(Kwr  and 
closer,  by  an  invention  which,  however 
long  sought  and  nearly  attained  by 
others,  was  at  last  introduced  into  uso 
by  his  talent  and  perseverance."* 

The  deatli  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  September, 
1806,  brought  aboaft  a  change  in  the 
British  gov^mmifint  which  was  &r  from 
favorable  to  the  views  and  policy  c{ 
the  United  States.  The  president  had 
counted  upon  the  good  offices  of  Mr.  t 
Fox  towards  settling  eadsting  difficul-  I 
ties  and  effecting  a  commercial  treaty  on  j 
more  advantageous  terms  than  those 
of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty.  Mr.  Ganning  now 
became  liie  bead  of  the  Brittsh  min- 
istry, and  the  pieodent,  early  in  Eeb-  | 
ruary,  deemed  it  advisable  to  ftimish 
Mr.  Monroe  and  his  colleague  at  Lon- 
don, with  more  explicit  instructions  on 
the  subject  of  impi^&sments,  neutral 
commerce,  blockades,  the  India  trade, 
and  iudemniiicatiuu.  Ou  the  point  of 
impressments,  they  were  directed  to  en« 
ter  into  no  treaty  which  did  not  seenre 
the  American  dtiaen  against  any  and 
every  exercise  of  this  odious  chiim  of 
Great  Britain.   Ihe  dispatches  were^ 

*  finwkdt'A  Sobtrt  JPuUm,"  jh  aO& 
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however,  too  late ;  fiir  on  the  Slife  of 
Deceniber,  1806|ati6Bty  irasooncliided 
betweeif  the  Ameiiean  mmyB  and  ^ 
British  coamuaBnoiien  appointed  to  treat 

with  them. 

Previously  to  this,  the  deadly  stmg- 
gle  between  England  and  France  had 
led  "to  measnres  which  seemed  calcu- 
lated to  force  the  United  States  fix>in 
their  poflition  of  nentvafity.  Ever  sinoe 
the  amuhilation  of  the  navies  of  Spain 
and  France  by  the  decisive  victoay  at 
Trafalgar,  Great  Biitain  had  atreini- 
ously  exerted  her  gigantic  powpi-??  to 
retain  in  her  own  hands  solely,  the  trade 
of  Europe.  Ill  May,  1806,  she  had 
declared  the  whole  coast  of  Europe, 
from  ihe  I3be  in  Qernaaj,  to  Bnat  m 
France,  (about  a  thoiiBand  auleB  of 
coaat^)  to  be  in  a  state  of  blockade 
which  subjected  American  vessels  at- 
tempting to  enter  the  continental  ports, 
to  capture  and  condemnation.*  Napo- 
leon, on  his  part.,  having  by  his  deadly 
blows,  at  Austerlitz  and  Jena,  laid  the 
oontineiital  powers  prostrate,  perceived 
no  way  cS  secoring  and  ntending  his 
oonqoeBti^  espedally  against  the  one 
nation  that  had  snocessfolly  resisted  his 
might,  except  that  which  he  entitled 
the  "  Continental  System,"  the  first  ef- 


*  **0f  th»  excttanont  and  a^tiUioa  raised  in  our 
coiiubj  li^lhii  famd  upea  ilwhira  of  iwHoiii^  tod 

upon  neutral  commerce,  an  adequate  ifiea  can  now 
•carcely  be  a)DC«ivod  The  complaints,  the  remon- 
•trinoes,  the  appesb  for  protections  to  Congrees,  from 
the  plundered  nK-rehantB,  rung  throughout  the  Union. 
A  fire  eprcttding  from  Portland  to  New  Orlcaii;^  would 
ham  Mtroely  ben  more  destructire.  Memorial  upon 
uemortal,  from  all  the  cities  of  the  land,  loaded  tho 
tables  of  Uic  legislative  halls  with  the  cry  of  distress 
and  the  call  npon  tlic  national  ann  for  defence,  restitu- 
tion, and  inrlemnitj." — J.  Adaiu^s  **I4f*^Jame» 
Umnf^  p.  266. 


Ibrt  to  reaBiB  wHek  was  ihe  renowned 
Berlin  Beeiee,"  issned  oil  the  Slst  of 
Nbremljer,  180& 

From  the  terms  of  this  decree,  it  was 
evident  that  the  neutral  trade  of  Amer- 
ioft  would  be  affected,  (to  the  fiill  ex- 
tent of  Napoleon's  power  to  enforce  so 
prodigious  an  edict,)  quite  as  injuri- 
ously as  it  had  been  by  the  imperious 
maxima  of  Great  Britain.  Aadalthoogb 
Armstrong,  tbe  American  nunister  at 
Paris,  obtained  from  l3ie  EVench 
minister  of  marine  and  cdLo- 
nies,  what  soPTned  to  be  an  express 
statement,  that  the  terms  of  the  treaty 
of  1800  would  still  determine  the  rela- 
tions of  France  to  American  commerce, 
it  was  too  evident  that  Ifr.  Je£fono«i*s 
Tiew,  that  1]ie  flag  should  coTsr  the 
goods,  would  not  be  aUowed  in  the  in- 
temeeine  waifiuce  that  the  emperor  of 
France  was  now  waging  with  England. 

The  treaty  just  concluded,  consisted 
of  twenty-six  articles;  by  which  tho 
permanent  and  unexpired  provisions 
of  Mr.  Jay's  treaty  were  confirmed,  imd 
the  ssme  stipnIationB  made  lespeeting 
the  East  Lidia  trade^  zights  of  nentrab 
and  belhgfflienta,  the  appointment  of 
consuls,  the  surrender  of  criminals,  the 
equalization  of  duties,  and  the  regula- 
tion of  privateers.  In  addition  to  these 
conditions, it  was  agreed  that  the  United 
States  should  have  a  ciicuitous  trade 
Willi  coloines  of  nalbns  ai  war  with 
Britain,  daring  the  eidstbg  hoefxKties ; 
that  the  limits  of  maritime  jurisdiction 
were  extended  to  five  miles  from  the 
coast ;  that  care  should  be  taken  of  the 
shipivrorlced  of  each  nation ;  that  ad- 
vantiiges  in  trade  or  navigation  granted 
by  either  party  to  any  nation,  should 
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be  ocmferred  upon  the  other ;  and  that 

all  laws  relating  to  the  African  slave- 
trade  should  be  eommmucated  to  eadi 
other. 

Smaller  advanta^r*^-^  for  the  United 
States,  than  those  secured  by  M^r.  Jay's 
treaty,  were  proposed  respecting  the 
LidiA  tiade,  and  illegal  captures ;  but 
i&  sevwal  important  particolan^  this 
treat7  was  more  &yorable  Ihan  the  for- 
mer one.  There  was  an  amicable  spirit 
evinced  by  the  article  in  which  Britain 
consented  to  the  trade  of  the  United 
States  with  her  enemies'  colonies,  for  a 
time  and  under  certain  restrictions. 
And  the  concession,  made  by  Britain, 
who  had  the  power  to  enforce  the  reg- 
ulations regarding  commeroe,  was  &r 
greater  than  that  of  l^e  Americaxi  com* 
miasionera,  who  merely  gave  up,  in  part, 
a  claim  which  they  had  never  been 
able  to  enforce.  And  there  wa«  fin 
oinis^iion  noted  concerning  provLsiuii.-?., 
which  the  United  States  agreed  might 
be  stopped  as  eoDtntbandi  whikt  Great 
Britain  conaented  to  wmve  Ihe  forfeit* 
ure,  and  to  indonnify  the  neutrals  for 
stopping  them.  On  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment, the  British  commissioners 
refused  to  give  any  satisfactory  assur- 
ances ;  yet  the  American  envoye,  under 
all  the  circomstaucea,  deemed  it  most 
advisable  to  put  their  nameB  to  the 
treaty,  which  they  did  as  above  stated. 
News  of  the  ''Berlin  Decreed  having 
reached  London  before  the  treaty  was 
completed,  a  note  was  addressed  to  the 


*  Early  in  January,  1807,  anlj  a  fS»w  dajs  after  tho 
ooncloskm  of  this  negotiation,  an  "order  in  oouDdl** 
WM  issood  hj  the  British  in  repl j  to  Ni^looa'g  "  Berlin 
Deo«a,"aiidtUeoMttndewHhrnDoewMp(t>Ubitad. 
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American  immstefs^  in  whieh  was  re- 
served to  Great  Britain  the  right  to 
adopt  countervailing  regulations,  in  case 
Napoleon  should  execute  that  deor^ 
and  neutrals  submit  to  it. 

The  day  before  the  close  of  the  ses- 
sion of  CJongress,  tihe  president 
reodved  from  Mr,  Erdane,  the 
I^Uah  minister  at  WashingtoOf  a  eopy 
of  the  treaty,  and  "it  fell  so  far  shoit 
of  what  he  conceived  to  be  the  just 
claims  of  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
of  his  iiLstrnctii  (HS,  that  he  decided  at 
once  on  not  subniitting  it  to  the  Senate, 
but  to  try  the  efi'ect  of  further  negoti- 
ation. Besides  othw  objecti<»iS|  there 
were  two  that  were  insuperable.  Hiese 
were,  that  the  treaty  oontained  no  pro- 
ymim,  whatever  on  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment ;  and  because  it  was  accom- 
jianif^d  with  a  note  from  the  British 
ministers,  by  which  the  British  govern- 
ment reserved  to  itself  the  right  of  re- 
leasing itself  from  the  stipulations  in 
&vcr  cf  neutral  rights,  if  the  United 
States  submitted  to  the  Berlin  Deoree, 
or  other  invacdons  dP  tiioee  rights  by 
France.*** 

This  procedure  on  the  pnrt  of  the 
president,  was  hx^lved  npon  na  rather 
high-handed,  aiicl  gave  rise  to  much  ex- 
citement in  the  United  States.  The 
ooromeraal  dasies  oondemned  the  re- 
jecttoa  of  the  trealy,  whieh  was  deemed 
so  much  the  better  for  their  intoests 
than  Mr.  Jay's,  as  the  times  were  more 
troubled,  and  the  indications  of  a 
friendly  spirit  to  America  more  desira- 
ble in  England.  The  federalists  loudly 
complained  of  the  unconstitutionality 

«  flacM        ^  J^^liwn,*  «ot  iL,  IM, 
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of  th^  coarse  chosen  by  the  preadent. 
He  had  done  that  of  his  own  motion, 
they  aaid,  which  only  with  the  Senate^i 

concurrence  he  was  competent  to  do. 
"  Was  thia  honest  or  wise  in  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son ?"  they  exolahncd ;  "  Dom 
it,  or  not,  show  thfit  lie  was  re- 
Bolvcd,  the  parade  of  negotiation  uot- 
wiiiisUuding,  to  keep  open  the  means 
of  oontoiticHi witii  Great ^tainf  And 
waa  not  his  motive  to  eontribute  to  the 
nniyenal  dominion  of  Napoleon  in  "Bar 
rope^  including  proetnte  England  t  And 
was  it  wise  for  a  reptillic  to  extinguish, 
if  it  could,  the  only  power  that  then 
stood  betr^'ecn  the  hopes  of  liberty  and 
one  universal  despotiiim  But  the  re- 
pabficans  stood  by  the  president  man- 
fuUy,  and  justified  his  oonise  as  emip 
nently  wise  and  fitting  in  the  emep> 
geiu^;  for,  they  m-ged,  had  the  treaty 
been  ratified,  on  the  condition  which 
wa*?  affixed  to  it,  it  would  have  pledged 
the  United  States  to  such  a  co-opera- 
tion with  Great  Brit-iin  against  France, 
as  must  have  ended  iu  hodtilities  with 
the  one  and  aliiance  with  the  other. 
2Cr.  Jefferson  liked  England  too  litde 
to  be  concerned  in  any  moronent  of 
that  kind. 

The  course  adopted  by  the  president 
and  hh  party  was  regarded  by  the 
Britisli  L':  n  ernment  as  indicating  an 
unfriendly  spirit,  and  there  is  little 
doubt  that  it  hastened  the  progress  of 
intematioDal  diiBealtiea.  The  Ameri- 
can enm^  ecnnplatned  of  the  manner 
in  which  their  labors  were  received,  and 
expressed  their  opinion  freely,  that  the 
treaty  was  decidedly  advantageous  to 
the  United  States,  Thov  were,  how- 
ever, instmcted  to  renew  negotiations 


with  the  English  ministry,  in  order  to 
obtain  terms  more  in  accordance  with 
tibcee  desired  by  the  prendent;  and 

Mr.  Mjulison.  in  !March,  wrote  to  them, 
explaining  more  fully  the  ground  they 
were  to  take  on  the  several  points  at 
issue.  Towards  the  close  of  July,  they 
attempted  to  oi>eii  anew  the  negotia- 
tion, in  a  note  addressed  to  Mr.  Can- 
ning; but  the  difficulties  eonneeted 
with  the  attack  on  the  Chesapeake  sus- 
pended the  correspondence  for  a  con- 
ridernble  time,  On  the  22d  of  Octo- 
ber, Mr.  Canning  answered  the  note  of 
Messrs.  Monroe  and  Pinekney,  in  which 
he  stated  that  their  proposal  "  for  pro 
ceediiig  to  negotiate  anew,  upon  the 
basis  of  a  treaty  already  solenmly  con- 
dnded  and  signed,  is  wholly  inadnus- 

The  Bxitish  naval  officen,  on  the 

coast  of  America,  seem  to  have  par- 
taken largely  of  tlie  unfriendly  state 
of  feeling  which  had  been  on  the  in- 
crease for  some  time  past,  and  they 
were  ready  to  go  much  beyond  the  in- 
stmctionB  of  thdr  gq/vemmmi,  and  to 
commit  acts  in  violation  of  the 
weU-nnderstood  rights  and  prir- 
ileges  of  neutral  nations.  The  ontrago 
committed  on  the  Chesapeake  illustrates 
this  fact  very  forcibly.  This  vessel  was 
about  to  proceed  to  join  the  Mediterra- 
nean squadron,  and  on  the  23d  of  June 
got  to  sea.  She  had  been,  preceded  by 


*  Ur.  Monroe,  fiixUng  th*l  oothiog  further  oonld  be 
alftcted  at  <lw  pnaaot  Juoelan^  ntorn^ 

States  in  the  latter  part  of  the  yrar  !  RO?  leaving  Mr. 
Piockney  in  charge  of  hii  oooDtry'it  interests  at  ttM 
Eo^cowt  IlibkMcr  s»ttaMivaflarkQC«o» 

tinued  but  fruitless  labont,  kft  in  Wwmy^ 

1811,  and  rcturaod  homa 
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one  of  the  Kiituh  erm8en,iihe  laapn^ 
afifiy<gaa  sliip;  she  Iierself  being  rated 
as  a  thirty-eight,  but  carrying  forty-four 
gnns.  Outside  the  Capos  of  Virginijx, 
ami  when  about  six  or  eight  niilcs  from 
kud,  the  Leopard  came  up  on  her 
weather-quarter,  and  hailing,  informed 
ConnDodoie  Smoa  that  she  had  db* 
patches  ftr  him.  The  oflbso:  who  came 
fiom  the  Leopard,  however,  only  pre- 
Bmted  Vice-admiral  Berkeley's  Guradar 
order,  and  demanded  several  enumer- 
ated desci-tore.  A  conference  of  above 
half  an  hour  ensued,  the  American  of- 
ficer standing  upon  his  general  orders, 
and  the  Bii^  lieatenant  endeayoring 
to  cany  his  point,  apparently  by  the 
mere  prestige  of  the  superior  force  of 
his  vessel  At  length  he  returned  to 
the  Leoj)ard,  without  obtaining  the 
men;  and  without  any  definite  under- 
standing with  Commodore  JBarroa  re- 
specting the  next  step. 

Not  dreaming  of  a  resort  to  violence, 
the  Ghssapealce  was  in  every  respect 
unprqpand  Ibr  actioii;  the  Leopard, on 
the  other  hand,  had  made  her  arrange- 
ments for  atta<d^  and  waited  only  tlie 
word  of  command.  Observing  this, 
Barron  and  Captain  Gordon  endeav- 
ored hiustily  to  get  the  gun-deck  clear, 
iUid  ordered  the  men  to  their  quarters. 
Ab  soon  as  the  English  vessel^  host  had 
tetuned,  the  captain  hailed  the  Chesa- 
peake agiun;  and  on  leodviDg  BanKm's 
reply,  that  he  did  not  understand  the 
hail,  a  shot  was  fired  ahead  of  the 
Chesapeake,  and  in  a  few  seconds  fol- 
lowed by  a  whole  broadside.  The  con- 
fusion on  board  the  Americau  vessel 
was  increased  tenfold  by  this  ;  the 
Leopard  hailed  again  and  again;  the 


THE  CHESAPEAKE.  OS 

CSiesapeake  retnrmng  no  answer,  bat 
vainly  striving  to  get  her  batteries  into 

fighting  order ;  and  for  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  the  Leopard  })oured  a  heavy 
hie  into  her  unr^isting  antagonist,*  do- 
ing great  execution.  Barron  repeatedly 
desired  that  one  gun  at  least  might  bo 
fired,  and  flndii^  it  impossibly  ordered 
the  oolors  to  be  hanl^  down;  just  as 
one  of  the  lieutenants,  with  a  coal, 
which  he  took  with  his  fingers  from 
tlie  gnlley,  contrived  to  discharge  a  gtm 
from  tlie  second  division  of  the  ship. 

Commodore  Barron  "  immediately 
sent  a  boat  on  board  the  Leopard,  to 
say  that  the  shi^  was  at  the  disposal 
of  the  English  captain,  when  the  latter 
directed  hb  officers  to  master  the  Amer- 
ican crew.  The  three  men  daimed  to 
be  deserters  from  the  M'.'lampu.s,  and 
one  that  had  run  from  the  Halifax 
.sloop-of-war,  were  carried  away."  And 
as  the  English  captain  declined  to  take 
charge  of  the  vessel,  she  returned  im- 
mediatsly  to  Hampton  Boads. 
Three  of  the  Oies^ieakeVt  men 
were  kill*  1,  and  eighteen  wounded;  the 
commodore  being  amongst  the  latter; 
and  tlie  injuries  done  to  hull,  mast'*,  and 
rigging  were  very  great.  The  single 
ball  fired  from  her,  hulled  the  Leopard, 
but  did  no  fuilher  harm.  The  four  men 


*  Mora  Uuo  »  year  befi>re,  on  the  S5th  of  Ajnil, 
180«,  ew  Briliih  aiUp  iModer  lud  fipad  upon  • 

ing  vessel,  near  Sindy  Hook,  killlnf;  otic  of  her  m-w; 
snd  drtwing  from  the  presUlcot  a  procIamaUoo  forbid- 
ding the  entmee  of  flwt  vend,  and  two  oOmib  wUli 
her,  into  the  waters  of  the  United  States,  and  calling 
for  the  appreheosioD  of  the  Lcander's  captaui.  This 
had  eselted  »  vwy  bittar  feeling  agaiiwt  fba  Britfch 
cniiKors;  but  Iho  outrage  upon  the  Chcsajx-akc  raised 
the  spirit  of  moat  of  the  nation  to  the  highest  pitch  of 
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taiken  from  the  Ghesapeaike  were  tried 
at  Halifi>^  and  the  deserter  from  the 

sloop  was  hmig;  the  others  were  re- 
prieved, on  coaditioa  of  entering  the 
British  service. 

The  news  of  this  unprovoked  assault 
having  reached  the  president,  he  issued 
a  proclamation,  on  the  2d  of  Jnly,  "  in 
which,"  says  Mr.  Tucker,  after  reciting 
the  outrage,  he  interdietB  all  aimed 
vessels  liearing  commissions  from  Great 
Britain  from  the  harbors  and  waters 
of  the  Unit<;d  States,  and  forbids  all 
supplies  to  thorn  and  all  intercourse 
with  them  on  pain  of  the  law ;  and  all 
officers,  civil  and  militor)',  were  called 
npon  to  aid  in  exeenting  these  orden. 
There  was  an  exception  in  favor  of  ves- 
sels in  distress,  or  conveying  dispatehes. 
The  indignation  exdted  by  this  invasion 
of  national  rights,  which  was  height- 
ened, no  doubt,  by  the  feeT)lc  resistance 
made  by  the  Chesapeake,  ])orvftded 
every  part  of  the  coumiunity ;  and  in 
city,  town,  and  country,  there  were 
meetings  expressing  thdr  keen  resent- 
ment; tendering  their  support  to  the 
government^  in  all  measures  of  retribu- 
tion; and  in  the  mean  time,  discontinu- 
ing every  pc^  of  intercourse  with  T^nt- 
ish  yhi]«  of  \v:-r.  On  this  question  all 
parties  cordially  co-operated  without 
distinction;  and  the  country,  m  Mr. 
Jeflerson  properly  observed,  had  never 
been  in  snch  a  state  once  the  battle  of 
Lexington."* 

Commodore  Barron  was  tried  by  a 
court-martial,  and  suspended  for  five 
years,  witliout  pay  or  emoluments. 
Captains  Gordon  and  Hall  were  pri- 

*  Tucker's  '*Life  <\f  Jeffenon^'  roL  ii.,  pp.  236-7. 


Totely  reprimanded;  and  the  gunner 

of  the  Chesapealvo  wag  cashiered.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  British  government 
Iwt  no  time  in  disavowing  the  act  of 
their  over-zoalous  officials.  Berkeley 
v?m  recalled  from  the  North  American 
station;  the  captain  of  tlie  I^oparvl  was 
never  afterwards  employed;  two  of  tiie 
negroes,  taken  as  deserten  from  the  Me^ 
LunpuBi  and  daamed  as  chawiis  of  tiie 
United  States,  were  given  up;  the  other 
(who  was  a  South  American  by  birth) 
had  died.  Little  effect,  however,  was 
produced  by  tliese  attempts  at  concilia- 
tion, and  liad  the  government  been  in 
other  hands  than  those  of  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, a  declaration  of  war  not  improha* 
bly  would  immediately  have  ensued.* 
The  critical  position  of  the  foreign 
relations  of  our  country  induced  the 
president  to  summon  Congress  at  an 
earlier  period  than  usual.  Accordingly, 
the  members  assembled  on  the 
25th  of  October,  and  the  mes- 
sage was  sent  in  on  the  following  day. 
After  adverting  to  circumstances  se- 
riously threat^ng  llie  peace  of  the 
country,  which  occasioned  that  early 
summons  of  the  l^jislature,  he  spoke 
of  the  injnriefi  and  depre  lntions  which 
had  led  to  the  extraordinary  mission  to 
London.  He  next  noticed,  briefly,  the 
treaty  wliich  had  been  signed;  repre- 
senting it  as  signed  by  his  commission- 
ers, under  a  sort  of  protesti  that  tiiey 
were  acting  against  the  instmctions  of 
their  goviomneil^  and  his  consequent 
rejection  of  the  treaty.  Heneztadverta 


•  For  a  more  full  account  of  the  attack  on  the  Chcs- 
ap««k%  with  the  cizciunstanoea,  etc,  see  Cooper's 

•*ir«MiJBiri0rr,"vd.  it,  ppi  i2-8a. 
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to  the  attempt  made  to  renew  negotia- 
tioDd,  by  luB  orders,  and  that  wMlst  he 
was  hoping  for  some  good  resnlt,  the 
frigate  Chesnpeake  was  attacked,  as  we 
have  seen^  by  order  of  the  British  ad- 
miral He  further  mentioiied  the  meas- 
nres  he  had  taken;  and  and  that  those 
aggressioDS  of  the  ^tiah  were  contin^ 
ued  by  tiieir  shqjs  remaining  in  the 
American  waters,  by  habitual  violations 
of  their  jurisdiction,  and  by  putting  to 
death  one  of  the  four  men  taken  from 
the  Chesapeake.  IIo  informed  tliem 
that  iuigland  had  interdicted  all  trade 
by  nentnib  between  porta  not  in  amity 
with  her,  by  which,  as  she  was  at  war 
with  nearly  every  nation  on  the  Atlan- 
tic and  Mediterranean,  our  yessels  were 
compelled  either  to  sacrifice  their  car- 
goes at  the  first  port,  or  return  homo 
without  a  market.  Of  the  relations  with 
Spain,  the  president  spoke  ua  if  that 
kingdom  were  not  a  mere  appanage  of 
IVanee,  but  waa  acting  independoitly 
in  having  iasaed  a  decree  similar  to  the 
Berlin  decree  of  November  21st,  1806. 
Overlooking  entirely  the  unsettled  re- 
lations with  France,  and  the  depredar 
tions  committed  by  her,  he  added, — 
"with  the  other  nations  of  Europe  our 
haimony  has  been  uninterrupted,  and 
oonuneroe  and  firiendly  interconne  have 
been  maintained  on  their  naoal  footing." 
So  he  recommended  gunboats,  and  mil- 
itia for  manning  them ;  and  spoke  of 
what  had  been  done  for  replenishing 
the  magazines  with  military  stoi'es. 

Tlie  i)aragraph  respecting  Burr  and 
his  trial  is  worth  quoting :  "  I  informed 
Congress,"  he  says,  *'at  their 
last  session,  of  the  enterprises 
ag^nst  the  public  peace,  which  were 


d5 

believed  to  be  in  preparation  by  Aaron 
Burr  and  his  associates,  of  the  meas- 
ures taken  to  defeat  them,  and  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  justice.  Their  enter- 
prises were  happily  defeated  by  the  pat- 
riotic exertions  of  the  militia,  wherever 
called  into  action,  by  the  fidelity  of  the 
army,  and  mergy  of  the  oomnuukder- 
in-chief  in  promptiy  arranging  the  dif- 
ficulties presenlang  themselves  on  the 
Sabine,  repairing  to  meet  those  arising 
on  tlie  Mississippi,  and  dissipating,  be- 
fore their  explosion,  plot.-,  engendering 
there,  I  shall  think  it  my  duty  to  lay 
before  yon  the  proceedings,  and  tiie 
evidence  pnblidy  exhibited  on  the  ar- 
raignment of  the  principal  offenders 
before  the  cii'cuit  court  of  Virginia^ 
You  will  be  enal)led  to  judge  wlicther 
the  defect  waa  in  the  testimony,  in  the 
law,  or  in  the  adniinistration  of  the 
law;  and  wherever  it  ahull  be  found, 
the  legislature  alone  can  apply  or  orig* 
inate  the  ranedy.  The  £nunero  of  our 
Constitntion  cortunly  supposed  they 
had  guarded,  as  well  their  gOTemment 
against  destruction  by  treason,  as  their 
citizens  against  oppression,  under  pre- 
tence of  it ;  and  if  these  ends  are  not 
attained,  it  is  of  importance  to  iiupiire 
by  what  means  more  effectual  they  may 
be  secured." 

The  message  dosed  with  stating,  that 
the  revenue  dining  the  preceding  year, 
had  amounted  to  nearly  $16,000,000, 
which,  with  the  money  previously  in 
the  treasury,  had  been  sufficient  to  dis- 
charge more  than  $4,000,000  of  the 
debt,  besides  defraying  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  goT<aiiment.  A  pai*t  of 
tiie  balance,  it  was  suggested,  might 
wdl  be  applied  to  the  purposes  of 
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Dutional  defence,  especially  ia  the  then 
doubtful  positton  of  our  foreogn  rela- 
tions. 

The  House,  by  means  of  a  committee 
who  reported  on  the  17  th  of  Novem- 
ber, responded  temperately  to  much 
of  the  pnud^t's  ezhortatiom ;  and 
deemed  the  farQuet  proteetioii  of  the 
ports  and  harbors  meet  needful.  They 
also  denonnced  the  stay  oi  the  British 
squadron  in  the  American  waters,  after 
Jeli'ersou's  proclamation,  as  a 
flagrant  violation  of  their  juri»- 
tliction.  Their  feeling  was,  however, 
rapidly  wftmuog;  fbr  nam  eame  of  Uie 
seizure  <^  the  DHUsh  fleet  hy  Great 
Britun,— 'Which  made  a  much  deeper 
impression  upon  them  than  the  in- 
creased rapacity  of  the  French,  in  en- 
i  forcing  the  menace?*  of  tlie  "Berlin 
Decree."  How  greatly  both  the  "con- 
tinental system"  of  Napoleon,  and  the 
British  order  Sn  council"  interfered 
with  andreetricted  American  commeree, 
has  tlxMj  been  inttmated ;  and  not> 
withstanding  the  president^  declaration 
of  tliere  being  twenty  thousand  seamen 
afloat,  it  must  be  manifest^  that  in  sucli 
a  state  of  insecurity,  the  most  valual»lc 
branches  of  foreign  trade  would  be 
quite  cut  oflf. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  a  confl- 
dential  meaaage  was  aent  to  both  Houses, 
showing  "the  great  and  increaemg  dan- 
gers" to  the  shipping,  seamen,  and  mer- 
chandise of  the  United  States  at  sea,  in 
oousequonce  of  tlie  hotter  rage  of  the 
war,  and  recommending,  in  cousequeiico 
of  the  great  importance  of  keeping  in 
safety, thrae  essential  resources,  "an  in- 
hibition of  the  departure  of  our  Teaaels 
from  the  parte  of  the  United  Ststea." 


With  this  message  was  transmitted  a 
proclamation  of  the  king  of  England, 
dated  October  IGth,  1807,  which  re- 
quired  all  British  seamen  in  foreign 
service  to  return  home,  and  the  official 
interpretation  of  the  emperor  of  France, 
on  the  18th  of  September,  1807,  re> 
Bpecting  the  Berlin  decree;  wherein  it 
was  declared,  that  all  nentral  yesBda 
were  to  be  captured  when  proceeding 
to  and  from  England.  Beside  what 
was  furnished  by  these  docnments,  Mr. 
Tuclver  states,  that  the  pre^^ident  had  a 
stronger  motive  for  recommending'  the 
laying  an  embargo^  for  he  *'had 
ceived  information  throngh  an  antheo^ 
tic  private  channel,  that  the  British 
ministry  had  issued  an  order  against 
neutral  commerce,  in  retaliation  of  the 
Berlin  (1(  crec ;  wliich  information  was 
confirmed  by  n  ministerial  English  new»> 
paper  received  at  tlic  same  time." 

The  subject  was  immediately  entered 
upon  by  the  HouBe,  and  the  president^ 
wishea  were  speedily  gratified.  A  bill 
laying  an  embargo  was  pasaed  on  the 
22d  of  December,  at  eleven  o^dock  at 
night,  hy  a  vote  of  eig!it}  -two 
to  forty-four.  A  similar  bill 
had  been  hurried  through  tlie  Senate 
in  a  single  day,  by  a  vote  of  twenty-two 
to  ox;  and  aU  American  veaaels  were 
thenceforward  prohibited  from  sailing 
for  forngn  ports,  all  foreign  Teasels  from 
taking  out  cai^oes,  and  adl  coasting  ves* 
sels  wore  required  to  give  bonds  to 
land  their  cargoes  in  the  United  States. 

The  embargo  was  ^■i()lerlt1y  de- 
nounced by  the  federalists  and  such 
of  the  democratic  party  as  were  dis- 
aatiafied  with  the  course  pursued  by 
Mr.  Jeffienon;  and  there  was  by  no 
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meami  a  general  ^UapotUon  to  acqm- 
CBoe  jg  a  uiobbiuo  win  A  bare  so  heimly 
as  tibia  upon  tbe  prosperity  of  the  coun- 
try. It  was  asserted,  and  with  great 
show  of  TPason,  "by  tho  federallits,  that 
the  embargo  would  not  and  could  not 
produce  the  desired  result  of  compel- 
ling the  belligerents  to  rescind  their 
orden  in  eoanGll  and  theb  decrees ;  for, 
liowerer  Impartant  tiie  trade  with  the 
United  States  might  be  considered  to 
England  and  France,  it  was  not  to  be 
pff^^iimed  that  either  of  those  nations 
to  be  forced  in  this  way  to  change 
it^  Ictermination.  The  resources  of 
jLuglaud  and  France  were  too  great 
and  too  varied  to  be  yety  seriondy  af- 
fbcted  by  a  snspeasion  of  even  the  whole 
of  American  commerce.  They  had 
both  resolved,  that  Ain«i»i«^  ahoiild  not 
be  |)erraitted  to  remain  nentral,  and 
thf^y  tnennt,  if  possible,  to  drive  her  to 
side  with  one  or  the  other  of  the  con- 
tending powers.  Indeed,  as  Mr.  Cooper 
says,  rather  dryly, "  witii  a  fordga  trade 
that  employed  700,000  tou  of  Ameri- 
ean  ihipinng  alone,  Coagreni  paaaed  a 
law  declaring  aa  nnHmitcd  embaigo, 
for  all  the  purposes  of  foreign  com- 
merce, on  every  p'^>rt  in  the  Union ;  an- 
tictpating  a  large  portimi  of  ihe  injvr 
ries  tiiat  might  he  eeqmied from  an  open 
enemy^  hy  infiiding  them  ita^r* 


*  The  supposition  has  also  been  thrown  out  that 
the  embargo  iras  intended  to  operate  adrenely  to 
GtTAt  liritain,  hy  the  eiasperaUon  it  nuEt  needs  cre- 
ate, in  tiutt  very  section  of  the  Union  which  was  most 
mkMf  dispoBed  towards  England,  for  dM  «M  rep- 
resented as  the  originator  of  the  imperioot  moassity 
for  putting  a  stop  to  their  lucrative  trade ;  rather  than 
by  mf  effect  it  could  baTo  upon  her  com- 

merce. Subsequent  erente  seem  to  hw«  laifrtedft 
degree  of  prcdNybtlitj  to  thitsufpooiilaiki 


It  TO  alao  MBertod  by  the  opponents 
dp  the  meaeme^  that  ^lis  policy  was, 

in  tmth,  in  accordance  with  the  real 
wishes  and  expectations  of  Kapoleon. 
He  had  predicted,  in  Octol^or.  the  lay- 
ing this  embargo,  and  his  course  was  a 
good  deal  influenced  by  his  consider- 
ing America  as  virtnally  leagued  with 
him  in  the  eoateBt  agaont  Bngland. 
Ks  minister  Champagi^,  in  Jannazy, 
1808,  writes:  "War  exists,  in  fact,  be- 
tween England  and  the  United  States ; 
and  his  mnio'=tv  consiflpT^  it  rts  declared 
from  the  day  in  which  England  pub- 
lished her  decrees.  In  that  peT5»ua<?ion, 
his  majesty,  ready  to  consider  the  United 
States  as  asMxasted  with  the  <»ase  of 
all  the  powers,  who  have  to  defend 
themselTes  agidnst  England,  has  not 
taken  any  definiliTe  measures  towards 
the  American  vessels  which  may  have 
been  brought  into  our  ports.  He  has 
ordered  that  they  should  remain  se- 
questered, until  a  decision  may  be  had 
thereon,  according  to  the  dispositions 
which  shall  have  been  ezpveased  by  the 
the  government  of  the  TTnited  States." 
This  letter  was  eommimicated  to  Con- 
gress by  the  president,  in  the  lattw 
part  of  March,  1808.  Some  months 
later,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  a  confidential 
letter  to  Mr.  Armstrong  at  Paris,  wrote : 

Bonaparte  does  not  wish  us  to  gu  to 
war  with  England ;  loiowmg  that  we 
have  not  ships  sdBcknt  to  carry  on  sneh 
a  war.  And  to  snbmit  to  pay  England 
the  tribute  on  our  commerce,  which  she 
demanded  by  her  orders  in  council, 
would  be  to  aid  her  in  the  war  against 
France,  and  woxild  give  the  emperor 
just  ground  to  declare  war  on  us." 

Ec^land,  in  ti^is  deadly  straggle  with 
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Ibe  emperor  <^  France,  showed  no  iS^ 

position  to  yield  in  the  slightest  degree. 
On  the  11th  of  November,  "  Orders  in 
Council"  were  i^J*:lled  in  retaliation  for 
Napoleon's  "  Berlia  Decree."*  By  these 
orders,  all  neutral  trade  was  prohibited 
with  the  ports  of  France  and  her  allies, 
or  of  fl&7  covntiy  at  war  witii  Great 
Britain,  and  with  all  other  European 
ports  from  which  the  British  flag  was 
eiuladed,  unless  such  trade  should  be 
carried  on  tkrough  her  portf^, 
under  her  hcenses,  and  paying 
duties  to  her  exchequer.  Napoleon,  on 
the  other  hand,  fulminated  his  "  Milan 
Decree,"  on  the  17th  of  December,  and 
eased  upon  this  pretext  to  oompleto  his 
system  of  blockade  and  ccmfiBcation,  by 
whidi  Ke  hoped  effectually  to  cat  off 
tho  commercial  and  financial  resonroes 
of  Great  Britain.  By  tliis  decree  it  was 
declared,  that  every  vessel  which  should 
submit  to  be  sean-hed  by  a  British 


*  "By  tb«SQ«d8of£n|^daDdFniiGe,prorcfising 
te  be  Ida  of  ntdiatioii,  and  not  «t  all  In  a  spirit  of 
hoctility  to  the  United  States,  tho  neutral  oommerce 
«f  jinerica  was  eotirely  destrojcd.  Hot  a  ntad  could 
mSl  to  Bnnpe  or  to  Eng^d,  to  tin  vast  odoniU  re- 
gions of  Niirth  and  ?i>utli  America,  and  the  East  and 
West  ladies,  without  bctng  cutjieot  to  c^two  atid 
andemnlloa.  The  trade  of  (be  whole  woiU,  in  flict, 

was  intcr<lH"tp<l  and  cmild  not  bt-  c.irrit-;]  on  without 
Hm  risk  of  forfeitiux^  Both  be}li|^rcnts,  liovrfeTcr,  had 
dbliiidl:^  itttinaliid,  tliat  irtfae  United  State  iraoM 

Bide  with  them,  vkl'tv  ndvanta;^e  sliould  he  pivcn  to 
tbdr  oommerceL  But  this  is  wliat  they  did  not  iulood 
todOL  They  dM  not  wean  to  aurrendef  all  fl»adTan« 
tages  they  had  hitherto  onjoycil  rrom  thtir  neutral  po 
aitiob  if  it  could  be  avoided.  To  side  with  England 
was  war  irtth  E^oe;  with  IVanoa^  waa  war  with 
England.  Mr.  Jefferson  ^va.^  not  pn:pnml  for  either 
altcrQati?6  What  was  to  be  doae  f  Commerce,  left 
fbm  opoMd,  musk  be  ground  into  powder  between 
the  upper  and  nether  millstone,  nnd  bo  scattered  as 
chaff  befiire  the  winda  of  beaTca"^Qarland'a  "Lifo 


sMp  of  war,  or  whick  shoold  toneh  at 
a  British  port^  or  should  psy  any  im^ 

poet  whatever  to  the  British  govern- 
ment, should  T5e  deimtwimUz^d,,  and 
subject  to  seizure  and  condemnation. 
"  The  two  great  belligerent  powei-s  thus 
mutually  rivalled  each  other  in  the  work 
of  destroymg  the  commeroe  of  tike  mily  i 
remaining  neutral  state  dieir  indiscnn^ 
in  ate  violence  had  left  out  of  the  circle 
of  hostUity.  In  vain  were  the  justice 
and  policy  of  the  British  orders  in 
council  of  November  arraigned  in  par- 
liament bv  Lord  Ei"skine  and  otlicr 
members  of  the  late  ministry,  who  had 
themselTes  fonushed  the  precedent  and 
the  pattern  of  that  messore  in  the  or* 
den  issaed  in  the  preceding  JanQery, 
on  the  same  pretext  of  retaliating  the 
Berlin  decree.  In  vain  was  the  wanton 
attack  on  Copenhagen  assailed  by  them 
as  subvereive  of  the  sacred  principles 
of  morality,  ot  public  law,  and  of  the 
soundest  maxima  of  national  policy. 
All  other  considerations  were  meiged 
in  the  iqiparent  necessity  of  resisting 
the  portentous  power  of  the  French 
emperor,  who,  after  the  victory  of  Fried- 
land,  and  the  peace  of  Til.sit,  Avieltlcd 
the  entire  resources  of  tlie  luiropean 
continent,  and  directed  them  to  the 
avowed  purjwse  of  subverting  the  Brit- 
ish empirfti^ 

It  was  at  the  dose  of  the  year  1807, 
that  the  Biitidi  government  dispatched 
Rose  as  a  special  minister  to  the 
United  States,  to  adjust  the  difficulty 
which  had  arisen  out  of  the  assaidt 
on  tho  frigate  Chesapeake.  On  arriv- 
ing at  Washington,  he  addressed  Mr. 
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MadiBOD,  fihe  aeeretaiy  of  state,  and  in- 
fomed  bim  of  ihe  inafanictioiifl  bj  wldch 

he  was  to  be  guided  in  the  matter  in 
hand.  Mr.  Kose  having  required,  that 
the  president's  proclamation,  interdict- 
ing liritish  vessels  of  war  from 
the  hui'borsof  the  United  Statcf , 
should  be  withdrawn  before  he  could 
enter  on  the  subject  of  reparatbn ;  and 
the  president,  on  the  other  hand,  haT* 
ug  deetined  doing  tiiia,  and  having  in- 
fliated  npon  'bnngmg  into  review  other 
cases  of  aggr^sion  and  even  the  whole 
question  of  impressmerit  itself,  the 
further  progress  of  negotiation  was 
broken  Mr.  Kose,  aliout  tli(!  end 
of  March,  1808,  re-embarked  for  Eng- 
land, in  the  aame  ftigate  which  had 
brought  him  ont. 

The  result  to  which  this  attempt  on 
the  part  of  the  British  government  ar- 
rived, excited  afresh  the  ])olitical  ani- 
mo'itiea  of  the  two  partie;^.  The  re- 
pul)licans  maintained  that  the  president 
had  done  right  in  every  respect,  and 
that  the  settlement  of  thk  dispute  would 
have  1>een  of  no  real  oQnaeqnenoe  in  &e 
then  position  of  affiun.  The  federal- 
ists, on  the  oiher  hand,  charged  npon 
the  president  and  his  party  the  adopt- 
ing the  present  course  out  of  hatred  to 
England,  and  from  a  desire  to  further 
the  wishes  and  views  ut  France.  From 
what  we  know  of  Mr.  Jeiferson's  predi- 
leotioiifl,  it  is  not  at  all  nnilikely,  that 
the  federalistB  had  aome  growid  for  the 
chatges  of  undue  partklity  towards 
France  on  the  part  of  the  great  leader 
of  the  republicans  in  the  United  States. 

On  the  2d  of  Febrnary,  1808,  the 
president  communicated  copies  of  the 
orders  in  council  of  November  11th, 


1807,  ''aa  afiirther  proof  of  the  increas- 
ing dangers  to  our  navigation  and  com- 
merce, vhieh  led  to  the  provident  meaa- 
nrea  of  iJie  act  of  tiie  present  a^sion, 

laying  an  embargo  on  onr  own  vessels." 
On  the  26th  of  Febrnary,  he  commu- 
nicated to  CongreR'?,  "letters 
recently  received  from  our  min- 
isters at  Paris  and  Ii(nidon,"bnt  ''not 
to  be  x^ublished."  The  "Ifilan  Decree" 
was  sent  on  the  iTih  of  Ibrcb,  irith  a 
brief  mattoi>of-£act  message.  Five  days 
later  he  sent  another  message  "  relative 
to  England  and  France,"  and  on  the 
same  day  a  second  iiiessage,  "with  doc- 
iiments,  exhibiting  a  complete  view  of 
our  diiierenceg  with  Great  Britain  and 
IVance ;  a  long  catalogue  of  letters,  acts, 
copies  c$  treatiesi,  instmetions,  extracts, 
etc.,  selected  with  apparent  impartiality, 
yet  to  the  keen  eyes  of  political  oppo- 
nents, pceraing  to  discL^e  the  bias  of 
the  ])resideiit  towards  Fra^vp,  At  the 
close  of  tlic  message,  he  r^^quests  that 
the  correspondence  which,  a  mouth  be- 
fore, ho  desired  to  be  kept  confidential, 
ahould  nov  he  published,  in  order  to 
remove  unfounded  suspicions  against 
tiie  government.  Other  messages  were 
sent  on  the  30th  of  March  and  on  the 
1st  and  2d  of  April. 

The  committee  to  wliom  these  vari- 
ous documents  were  referred,  made  a 
report  on  the  16th  of  April,  in  which 
they  gave  a  review  of  the  ii^uiea  sus- 
tained hj  the  United  States  from  the 
course  adopted  by  the  bdl^erenta. 
They  held  it  to  be  the  duty  of  Congress 
to  interpose,  and  they  recommended 
several  expedients  in  the  present  emer- 
gency. They  also  recommended  the 
continuance  ot  the  embargo,  and  the 
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pladng  tlie  power  of  ffiupending  in 
the  httids  of  the  prosid^ti  until  the 

next  session  of  Congress.  A  law  wm 
accordingly  pfis.se<l,  autliorizing  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson to  suspend  the  cinbargo  act,  in 
the  event  of  ii  peace  lietween  the  con- 
tending powers,  or,  if  such  changes  in 
their  measnres  affiactiog  wabaii  voat- 
merce  took  plaee^"  as  nught  **render 
that  of  the  Umted  States  soffimeulfy 
saliA."  Mr.  Tucker  teUs  us^ihet  ''ihis 
law  was  passed  bocanae  some  hope  was 
then  entertained  that  a  peace  between 
France  and  England  wonld  be  effected 
by  tlie  intervention  of  Austria.  An 
intimation  had  been  given  by  Napoleon, 
that  France  would  not  require  England 
to  renounce  her  maritime  principles,  nor 
wonld  EVsDce  renonnce  hsOf  bnt  the 
qnestioii  mi^ht  be  pftssed  oyer  in  at 
lence."* 

The  embar!^  question,  in  its  various 
perj)lexing  ramifications,  occupied  the 
attention  of  Congress,  to  a  lai^  extent, 
dui  iiig  most  of  the  session,  which  was 
brought  to  a  doae  on  ihe  26ih  of  ApriL 
Notwithatanding  the  oigrosaing  natore 
of  the  anbjectB  above  referred  to^  God* 
gren  fcrand  time  dnring  the  aeesion,  to 
enter  upon  an  examination  of  the 
charges  which  John  Randolph  brought 
forward  R£^inst  General  Wilkinson,  the 
principal  witness  relied  on  for  the  con- 
viction of  Aaron,  Burr.  There  was 
also,  we  may  add,  an  attempt  to  expel 
John8mith,f  one  of  Ihe  Ohio  Senators, 

•  Tucker's  "  Life  of  Je^erton^^  toL  ii,  p.  266. 

t  For  the  debate  on  tha  esse  of  John  Smith,  ace 
Benton's  "  AJtridyrmmt  ((f  Ihs  IkhaU*  of  t'angress," 
ToL  iiL,  pp,  S54-on6.  Mr.  Smith,  in  cooiioqueQce  of 
th»  TCto  (nineteen  to  ten)  sent  in  his  resignation  to  the 
gorertior  of  Ohio.  Wiih  rcgani  to  Gcnernl  WiUdn- 
pon's  afDiin^  see  same  toL,  ppi  642-58,  &d3-74. 


isos. 


on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  in- 
volved in  Burr's  eanflpiiaey;  which 
failed,  in  April,  becanae  not  quite  two- 
thirds  of  the  Senate  wexe  willing  to 
vote  for  his  expulsion. 

Part  of  the  session  wag  t^iken  up 
with  complaints  against  the  hall  of  the 
House  of  Kepresentatives,  in  which 
acoustical  aoenoe  had  been  bo 
aadly  ignored,  that  the  oratovy 
of  the  members  seemed  to  fail  entirely 
of  producing  its  desired  effect  Com- 
plaints were  heard  too,  agaiast  the  city 
of  WfislnniTtf^ii ;  and  a  proposal,  which 
was  supj)orted  by  a  considerable  num- 
ber, was  brought  forward,  to  remove  the 
sittings  of  the  legislature  and  the  head- 
quarters of  the  guvenmient  to  Fhila- 
delphia  again,  mitil  Wadiii^;toa  shonld 
be  a  city  of  some  eooaeqnence,  and  af< 
Ibrd  some  of  the  advantages  which 
were  looked  for  in  the  national  capital. 

Tlie  most  interesting  qnestlon  now 
agitated  throughout  the  Union,  was 
the  coming  presidential  election.  Who 
should  be  put  fiurward  as  the  candidate 
of  the  republican  party  I  Would  Mr. 
JelfenKmstandfbrathirdtimel  Shonld 
Madison  or  Monroe  succeed  him  ?  Jef* 
ferson  declared  his  fixed  determination 
to  retire,  when  pressed  to  violate  his 
own  long-ago  avowed  sentiments  con- 
cerning the  re-eligibility  of  the  presi- 
dent. But  he  did  not  thei^by  escape 
hia  share  in  the  -troubles  of  the  canvaas. 

Jamea  Monroe,  as  above  stated,  had 
retomed  from  England,  and,  as  was 
inevitable,  a  coolness  sprang  up  be- 
tween him  and  Madison,  whom  he  re- 
garded as  a  rivnl,  niul  as  having  re- 
ceived unfair  advantages  for  the  ap- 
proaching contest  ftom  their  common 
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tiend  and  leader.  PeiBonal  inflaence, 
and  ike  infliMiMe  of  adhef^otB,  nefwa- 
paper  artickByazid  all  the  a^uroved  ap- 
plianoea  £>r  bqcIl  warfiaxe,  were  brongbt 
iato  requintion ;  and  caucus  meetings 
for  nominating  the  candidates  of  tlm 
pnrty  were  held  wiUiout  any  BcrupleB 
wjiHtPver. 

Tiie  most  important  of  these  meet- 
ingB  was  one  attended  nearly  a  hmi- 
cbed  fienatoEB  and  SqnwaentatiTeB  of 
the  d^ocradc  party,  John  Qoincy  Ad- 
ams^ who  had  now  qahe  deserted  his 
former  principles,  being  amongst  them. 
Eighty-three  votes  wero  rrivpn  in  favor 
of  Madison,  and  only  three  each  for 
Monroe  and  George  Clinton,  for  the 
presideney;  and  £or  the  latter,  seventy- 
nine  Toies  were  ^ven  foot  the  Tioef>ree- 
idencj;  Miadiaon  and  dmton  were 
therefin«  amunineed  as  the  candidates 
by  ih»  party.  On  the  same  night,  two 
canenses  were  bold  ]>y  members  of  the 
A^embly  of  Virginia,  nt  llichmond; 
one  by  the  friends  of  Monroe,  in  the 
Capitol,  the  other  by  the  supporters  of 
Madison, in ahoteL  One  hundred  and 
thirty-lbiir  at  the  latter  meeting  Toted 
for  Madison,  without  an  oppoong  Yoiee ; 
but  at  the  former,  oat  of  fifby-eeyen, 
ten  voted  for  Madison. 

In  this  state  of  thinir^,  it  was  plain 
that  Monroe  had  no  present  chance  of 
success;  but  this  consideration  hardly 
satisfied  his  wishes,  nor  did  two  let> 
ten  written  to  him  with  that  mam- 
feat  intmt^  entirely  reoonfiole  him  to 
the  loss  of  the  bit^h  honor  almost 
within  his  reach.  His  friends,  unaf- 
fected by  the  array  in  favor  of  hw  op- 
ponent, carried  on  their  canvass  with 
nntiring  aeaL    And  Clinton,  until 
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warned  by  a  hint  that  another  candi> 
date  Ibr  the  vice-presidency  might  be 
pnt  in  his  plaee  by  the  party,  if  he  did 
not  withdraw  from  the  competition  for 
the  higher  office,  persevered  in  his  hope- 
less attempt  to  be  the  sneoesBor  of  Jef- 
ferson.* I 

As  for  the  federaliata,  they  were  as  ! 
muck  divided  as  a  party  could  be  which  i 
had  no  ehaaee  of  snooesL  Ihey  did,  | 
indeed,  propose  General  G.  G.  Fincbiey  | 
and  RufiiB  £ing  as  their  candidate ; 
but  in  many  parts  thty  relied  ratber  on 
the  chance  of  embarrassing  the  election, 
by  voting  for  one  or  other  of  the  un- 
popular candidates  of  the  republicans, 
than  on  any  expectation  of  being  able 
to  place  any  of  their  own  men  in  offices 
of  poww  and  tmst 

Congress,  as  we  havestated,  adjourned 
on  the  85tii  of  April;  and  during  the 
summer  the  country  was  kept  in  ft  con- 
stant ferment  by  the  preparations  for 
the  cluuige  in  the  person  of  tlie  ])resi- 
dent,  and  by  the  measures  which  were 
as  surely  the  forerunnei's  of  war, 
as  negotiations,  and  amicable  '^'* ' 
interventions,  ai&d  arbitrations,  are  pre- 
sages of  the  oondiiBion  of  hcetifities. 


*  The  third  president^  u  abore  sUtod,  though  ui^ 
to  do  odurviMh  nlbaad  to  1w  a  ew^yditB  fer  •  aeoond 

rc-c5cction.  "  Never,"  faiid  he,  "  did  a  priisfmor,  re- 
leased from  his  cbainS)  feel  such  nUof  aa  I  shall  on 
Bhiklng  off  (he  dnckks  of  poww.  Kifane  inteoded 
me  for  the  tranquil  porsuitB  of  science,  hj  rendering 
them  my  aupreme  delight  But  the  eoormitkB  of  the 
HUM  lBwUdiXli>fe1h«d  faave  toeod  metotekea 
part  in  resisting  Ihem,  and  to  commit  my^rlf  on  the 
boisterous  ocean  of  political  paRsions.  I  thank  God 
for  the  opfMrtmdtf  ofnCiriBg  fiwn  tbeni  without  eeo- 
Btirp,  and  carrying  with  me  the  rooet  consolin;;  proofs 
of  public  approbati(xt.  I  leave  every  thing  in  the 
hands  of  men  so  able  to  take  ouo  of  ttMi^  Ihei  if  we 
are  destined  to  meet  misfnrtr.nr";.  it  vOl  bO  b«MIM  BO 
human  wisdom  oould  avert  them." 
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Ami  then  came  the  election ;  but  be- 
fore the  issue  was  certainly  known,  the 
doeing  sessioa  of  Oongren  had  begun. 

Ab  the  eibots  of  the  emlMrgo  began 
to  be  felt  more  eerioiBlj,  the  strength 
and  earnestness  of  complaantB  against 
it  rose  higher  and  louder;  find  the  fed- 
eralists took  occasion  to  note  m  conse- 
quences of  it,  such  lamentable  things 
as  "vindictive  prosecutions,"  '*  the  mul- 
tiplicataons  of  spies  and  isfonnen,**  *'a 
tyranny  of  officers,  great  and  email, 
which  would  hardly  have  been  endured 
in  Algiers,"  "  smuggling,"  and  the  mere 
!  mockery  of  justice,  in  trials  arising  out 
I  of  eml^arq-o  bonds.  At  the  same  time 
'  foreign  trade  began  to  find  its  way 
.  through  the  British  colonies,  and  the 
coasting  trade  was  carried  on  by  means 
of  wagons !  And,  deprived  of  oocupa- 
tioo,  nnmbeiB  of  seameD,  native  Ameiv 
icam  aa  well  as  Britons  in  the  Ameri- 
can merchaut-service,  made  their  way 
through  Canada  to  England,  and  to  the 
means  of  obtaining  a  livelihood. 

Our  limits  do  not  admit  of  details 
respecting  the  acts,  supplementary,  sus- 
pensory, and  explanatory,  by  whidl  the 
embargo  was  niade  more  ri^d,  or  alle^ 
viated,  as  occasion  seemed  to  reqnire: 
or  respecting  the  violence  of  the  de- 
bates in  Congress,  and  the  duels  which 
arose  out  of  expressions  which  appeared 
to  apply  to  persons,  rather  than  to  {n  iu- 
ciples,  or  politics.  An  cxaminatioa  into 
the  particulars,*  and  the  various  steps 
taken  by  the  president  and  the  ruling 


*  For  th«  debate  io  the  House,  during  the  month 
of  April,  en  flie  tispmka  nf     tmlnivot  n»  B«q- 

ton's  ''Alridgement  lk$  JMhattt  4^  Omgrm!*  ToL 
iil,  ^  678-707. 


party,  will  well  repay  the  student  who 
has  the  time  and  the  patience  to  enter 
fully  into  the  qnesticns  at  isBne. 

AJl  the  evils  produced  by  the  em- 
bargo were,  of  coniee,  aggravated  as 
time  wore  away,  without  brining  any 
change  in  the  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion. IMr.  Tucker,  in  his  remarks  on 
this  point,  states,  that  "the  inconve- 
nience felt  by  the  people  of  the  United 
States  &om  their  own  remedy  was  ex- 
treme and  pnt  their  patriotism  and 
firmness  to  a  severe  test  Dependent 
a.''  W'-  were  on  foreiini  markets 
for  the  sale  of  our  redundant 
products,  now  that  we  were  not  per- 
mitted to  export  them,  they  fell  to  half 
their  wonted  price,  and  even  less.  To 
many  of  the  prodaoers  they  did  not  re- 
pay the  cost  of  production.  The  sup- 
ply of  liCH«ign  merchandise,  too,  which 
habit  had  made  necessary,  and  of  which 
there  was  no  domestic  supply,  or  an  in- 
sufficient one,  being  cut  ofT,  its  prion 
rose  proportionally  high;  and  thus  the 
expenses  of  the  agricultural  classes  in- 
creased, in  the  same  proportion  that 
their  means  of  defraying  than  diminr 
iahed.  It  bore  still  harder  on  the  sail* 
cm  and  ship  owners,  who  were  thrown 
entirdy  ont  of  employment^  and  hei  e 
the  pressure  was  most  severely  felt  in 
the  states  that  were  most  addicted  to 
navigation,  for  while  it  dejirlved  the 
agricultural  states  of  foreign  merchan- 
dise, it  deprived  the  navigating  states 
of  the  means  of  msking  a  livelihood. 
It  is  true,  it  operated  as  a  bounty  on 
manufactures,  by  making  them  scarcer 
and  dearer ;  but  this  at  first  benefited 
but  a  small  proportion  of  the  commn- 
nity,  both  because  men  cannot  suddenly 
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chaugu  their  habito,  and  because,  for 
many  of  tiie  mort  easential  manafao- 
toresy  we  had,  as  yet^  ndtilier  tJie  doll 
nor  the  maiteriak;  and  years  of  pri7»> 
tiuu  were  to  be  endured  before  tbis 
could  be  supplied.  It  is  true  also,  that 
the  embargo  was  of  great  temporary 
mlvantage  in  preserving  the  vast  amonnt 
of  Aiuericau  property  then  a&oat  on 
the  ocean  from  the  fieemed  fieehootecs 
of  Enghind  and  EVanee,  until  the  oonii- 
try  could  decide  on  its  oonrae  of  policj 
and  provide  for  it.'' 

The  biographer  of  the  president  fur- 
ther pointd  out  how  the  embargo  act 
bore  with  great  severity  upon  England 
as  well  as  the  United  States,  and  us 
each  country  was  aware  of  the  suffering 
and  injury  of  the  otheTt  it  became  in 
faet^  "a  trial  between  the  two  natunia 
who  conld  anffbor  longest.  In  this  con- 
test, however,  we  lay  under  a  disadvau' 
tage,  which  did  not  seem  to  bo  fully 
appreciated,  either  by  the  goverimient 
or  the  people ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  we 
deprived  Great  Bntain  of  the  trade  of 
only  one  nation,  whfle  we  deprived  our* 
selves  of  the  trade  of  all;  and  in  the 
next,  in  consequence  of  the  trade  re- 
maining to  Great  Britain,  she  was  able 
to  find  substitutes  for  the  articles  for- 
merly furnished  her  by  the  United 
States,  but  we  deprived  ourselves  of 
the  means  of  finding  substitutes  for 
thflirs,  Thns,  oor  adversaries 
could  procure  cotton  from  Brft* 
zdl,  Egypt  and  Ihe  East  Indies;  tobacco 
from  South  America;  naval  stores  from 
Swcfl'-n  :  lumber  from  Nova  Scotia : 
gram  trom  the  Baltic,  though  at  a 
greater  cost:  but  we,  exporting  nothing, 
were  unable  to  import  the  woolens,  lin- 


ens, silks,  hardware,  and  pottery,  to 
which  we  were  accustomed,  and  whicb 
we  had  not  yet  kamt  to  make.* 

In  this  way  the  emhaigo  was  penna> 

nently  injurious  to  the  commerce  of  the 
T^nitf  d  States;  and  as  trade,  when  sliut 
out  trom  its  accustomed  outlets  will  cre- 
ate new  channels  for  itself,  m  it  hap- 
pened to  a  considerable  extent  in  the 
instanee  llie  West  Indies;  eanse> 
quently,  as  l£r.  Tucker  oonclades,  "if 
the  eflfeet  of  Hie  embaigo,  as  a  measure 
of  coercion,  or  as  a  means  of  appealing 
to  the  Interests  of  Great  Britain,  was 
doubtful,  it  was  clearly  the  most  injuri- 
ous expedient  as  a  mere  question  of 
profit  and  loss."  The  merchants,  it  was 
urged,  were  the  best  judges  of  the  ques- 
tion where  their  interests  were  con- 
eemed ;  if  th^  chose  to  ran  the  risk 
of  capture  on  the  sea,  they  should  not 
have  been  cut  off  from  the  chances  of 
profitable  trade.  In  fine,  all  that  could 
be  said  in  defence  of  the  embargo  wag, 
that  it  was  better  to  endure  the  evils 
of  it  than  to  go  to  Wfur,  for  it  was  hoped 
that  the  belligierentB  woold  abandon 
their  lawleas  pretcnnoiis ;  if  tiiej  did 
not,  war  was  the  final  result  "Mi.  Jef- 
ferson's words  are  to  this  effect :  writ- 
ing to  Levi  Lincoln,  in  Marcli,  1808,  he 
says :  "  The  embargo  appears  to  be  ap 
proved,  even  by  the  federalists  of  every 
quarter  except  yours.  The  alterna- 
tive was  between  that  and  war,  and 
in  faet  it  is  the  last  esxd  we  have  to 
play,  short  of  war.  Bat  if  peace  does 
not  take  place  in  Europe,  and  if  France 
and  England  wiU  not  consent  to  with- 
draw the  operation  of  their  decrees  and 
ordere  from  us,  when  CongroRs  shall 
meet  iii  December,  they  will  have  to 
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consider  at  what  point  of  time  the  em* 
bargo,  contmued,  beoomes  a  greater  evil 
than  war."  TothetuiiAdB9et|li6WTOto 
to  Charlea  Pindmey ;  and  to  Dr.  Lrab, 

in  the  following  June  * 

The  Amftrifflm  minister  at  Paris  en- 
deavored, hy  repeated  remonstrances, 
to  eflect  a  change  in  the  unjust  eour:<e 
pursued  by  France  in  reject  to  Amer- 
ic  nii  commerce ;  but  to  no  purpose.  Mr. 
Piukiiey  also,  at  London,  proposed  ta 
Mr.  Cuming  the  readndiiig  tiie  otdeis 
in  coundl,  on  condition  that  the  em- 
bargo should  1)0  raised.  The  British 
minister  rejected  the  overture,  and  took 
occasion  in  his  letters  to  Mr.  Piukney 
to  indulge  in  witty  sarcasms,  not  partic- 
ularly calculated  to  please  or  to  profit 
those  whom  they  were  intooded  to 
reach. 

Li  aeoordanee  witii  a  resoihitioii  of 

the  preceding  session^  Congress  assem- 
bled on  the  7th  of  November.  The 
president's  message  was  sent  in  on  tlip 
following  day ;  it  is  a  long  and  able 
document,  and  it  is  worthy  of 
carefiil  examination,  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  the  last  ooeaaion  <m 
wbieh  Thomas  Jeffianon  was  called  npon 
to  address  tlie  national  legi«ilature  as  the 
presideut  of  the  United  States.  The 
message  is  mainly  important  in  respect 
to  the  foreign  relations  of  the  conntry, 
growiufi;  out  of  the  injustice  and  outr 
rage  of  the  belhgerenta  upon  neutral 
canimemse,  and  the  operation  of  tiie 
embargo.  The  pieddsnt^  kngaage  is 
laudatory  of  the  course  thus  fitt  pur- 
sued, and  he  commends  to  Congress  the 
qaestkm  of  sach  further  steps  as  may 


•  TuckAr'a  "Lift  toL  it,  p.  268. 
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be  necessary  in  the  then  position  of  af- 
fairs, bemg  confident  that  ^'whatever 
alteinatiTe  may  be  ehoeen,  it  will  be 
maintained  with  all  the  fbrtitade  and 
patriotism  widdi  tlie  erios  ought  to  m- 
spire."  Tlie  message  also  refers  to  the 
Chesapeake  alfnir,  and  to  fortifications 
and  cunliOHt-,  nnd  ministered  to  the 
paralyziid  coiiitim  rce  of  the  conntry  the 
consolation,  such  as  it  was,  that  some 
of  the  capital  wliieh  had  been  so  piofit- 
ably  invested  in  mercantile  ventures 
was  begmning  to  be  appHed  to  internal 
manufactures  and  improvements;  and 
that  "little  doubt  remained  that  the 
establishments  formed  ar^d  forming, 
would,  under  the  auspices  of  cheaper 
materials  and  subsistence,  the  freedom 
of  labor  from  taxation  with  na,  and  tS. 
protecting  duties  and  prohibitions)  be* 
come  pennaaent" 

With  respect  to  the  ladiaoB,  the 
president  stated,  that  "the  public  peace 
lifid  been  steadily  maintained,"  and  that 
there  were  such  signs  of  advancing  civ- 
ilization as  that  it  was  already  debated 
amongst  the  Cherokees,  whethw  or  not 
to  solkat  the  citiieiidup  of  the  United 
States."  He  stated,  that  on  Gongiees 
most  rest  the  securing  of  a  nniform  con- 
dition of  defensive  preparation  amongst 
the  states ;  "  the  interest  which  they  so 
deeply  feel  in  their  own  and  their  coun- 
try's security  will  present  this  as  among 
the  most  important  objects  of  their  de- 
liberation." Of  tiie  finanoes  he  was 
able  to  o£fer  a  flouishing  aooonnt, — 
$2,300,000  paid  out  of  the  principal  of 
the  debt,  sluee  the  last  report,  and 
nearly  $14,000,000  in  the  treasury. 
Respectino'  which,  and  also  respecting 
the  accumulated  suiploSi  he  was  in  the 
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habit  of  luoldng  forward  to,  he  asked, 
— **  Shall  it  lie  unprodtidaTO  in  the  pub* 
lie  yanltsl  Shall  the  xevemxe  be  le- 
dncedt  Or,  ahall it  not  lather  be 
pfcopriated  to  the  improvements  of 
roads,  canals,  liTers,  edacaiioD,  and 
other  great  fonndations  of  prosperity 
and  mdon,  under  the  powers  which 
Congress  may  already  possess,  or  such 
ameuduieut  of  the  Goustitution,  aa  may 
be  approved  by  the  atateal  While  im- 
certain  of  the  comse  of  tiuDgei^  the  time 
may  be  advaatageonsly  employed  in 
obtaining  the  powen  necessary  for  a 
system  of  improremait^  should  that  be 
thought  beat." 

Availing  himself  of  thia  "  last  occar 
mmH*  of  addreadng  the  natbnal  legisla- 
^ire,  after  aoilidting  tii^  indulgence 
for  his  ernns^  and  expressing  his  grati- 
fiiidB  for  their  eonfideneei  he  said. — 
"  Looking  forward  with  anxiety  to  their 
future  destinies,  I  trust  that  in  their 
steady  character,  unshaken  by  difTuml- 
ties,  in  their  love  of  liberty,  o)>edience 
to  law,  and  support  of  the  public  au- 
thorities, I  see  a  sure  guarantee 
^^'*  of  liie  pamaneiioe  of  onr  re- 
pnblio;  and  retiring  from  the  charge 
of  their  affairs,  I  cany  with  me  the 
consolation  of  a  firm  persuasion  that 
Heaven  has  in  store  for  our  beloved 
country  long  ages  to  come  of  prosperity 
and  happiness." 

The  election  for  president  and  vice- 
preddoit  residted  in  laige  majorities 
foft  tiie  republican  candidates*  Hr. 
Madison  reeaved  the  &a&re  vtAm  of 
VerTOont,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ken- 
tucky, Tennessee,  and  Ohio;  and  also 
thirteen  votes  from  New  Yor^  nine 
Vol.  m.— U 


fipom  Maryland,  and  eleven  irom  Morth 
Gardina;,  a  hmidred  and  twenty-two 
in  all,  oat  of  one  hmidred  and  seventy- 
nx.  FSnokney  reoeiTsd  all  the  Totes 
of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  and  Dela- 
ware, with  two  from  Maryland,  and 
three  from  North  Carolina ;  making  a 
total  of  forty-seven.  CliuLuii  received 
six  from  New  York;  and  Monroe  wisely 
did  not  prooeed  to  the  )art  stage  in  the 
contest  James  Madison  was  therefore 
chosen  president.  George  Clinton  was 
also  chosen  vice-president  agmn ;  all  the 
elect^ii-a  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Virginia,  South  Carolina,  Georgia,  Ten- 
ni'ssee,  and  Kentucky,  voting  for  him  ;  ! 
with  thirteen  from  New  York,  nine 
from  Maiyland,  and  eleven  from  North 
Carolma;  in  ail  ahmidied  and  thirteen. 
"While  fm  BnfoB  King,  the  tame  who 
had  supported  Pinckney  "voted,  forty- 
seven  in  all;  and  Vermont  and  Ohio 
gnve  their  nine  votes  to  Langdon ;  and 
thiee  of  Clinton's  supporters  for  the 
presidency  in  New  York,  voted  for 
Madison  as  vice-president,  and  the 
other  three  for  Monroe;  and  there  was 
<»e  vote  ket  by  aTacancy  amcnigBt  the 
electors  of  Kentucky. 

At  this  last  session  of  Congress  under 
Thomas  Jefierson's  administration,  the 
principal  interest  centred  in  the  debates, 
reports,  and  conclnsions,  concerning  the 
embaigo.  In  substance,  this  memorable 
enactment  was  a&]hn?eu  Neither  bel- 
ligerent had  been  inflnenoed  by  it  to  a 
change  of  policy*  Ndther  Decrees," 
nor  "Orders,"  had  been  repealed. 
France  had  made  no  oiSer  of  a  sacrifice 
for  America's  interests.  Great  Britain 
still  swayed  the  sceptre  of  the  seas,  in- 
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vincible.  Tbe  ITaited  States  wwe  tiie 
poorer  by  some  *^iity  millions  cf  ok- 
poitBi** — ^"the  treble  of  what  war  would 
cost  us,"  as  Mr.  Jefferson  himself  admit- 
ted the  night  before  he  vacated  his  seat 
in  the  Capitol.  By  smtigglins^,  by  per- 
niits  from  the  governoi-s  of  the  states, 
by  ballast  licenses  from  the  president, 
the  embargo  was  costomarily 
evaded.  Safe  and  prosperous 
voyages  made  by  the  ballastJieensed 
ships  had  demoniBtrated  the  futility  of 
the  great  pretejct  at  home,  for  laying 
on  the  embargo.  The  justly  boasted 
surplus  was  being  wasted  by  the  inev- 
itable defalcation  in  the  revenue.  The 
men  of  highest  uiiuk  in  the  country 
were  opposed  to  the  conturaaooe  of  it ; 
and  in  &yor  of  it  were  sew  the  party 
leaden  under  Jefferson,  and  the  south- 
erners, who  npproved  it  because  it  crip- 
plerl  their  "natural  enemies,"  the  men 
of  the  eastern  states.  It  had  intlamed 
the  internal  nTiiinosities  of  the  Union. 
It  had  not  won  a  solitary  idly.  And  it 
had  rendered  war  with  England  almost 
aneoessity. 

Towards  the  elose  of  November,  a 
coininittee  of  the  House  reported  on 
the  foreign  relations  of  tlie  Union,  and 
submitted  three  resolutions  for  consid- 
eration: 1st.  That  the  United  States 
cannot,  without  a  sacrifice  of  their  rights, 
honor,  and  independence,  submit  to  the 
late  edicts  of  f^gland  and  France.  3d. 
That  it  is  expedient  to  prohibit  the  ad- 
Dussion  of  either  the  ships  or  merchan- 
dise of  tlioso  belligerents  into  the  ports 
Df  the  United  States.  3d.  That  the 
country  ought  to  be  immediately  placed 
in  a  state  of  defence. 

"At  every  corner  of  this  great  city," 


exclaimed  Mr.  Joriak  Quincy,  in  the 
Honse,  November  28th,  in  a  speech  on 
the  first  resolution,  **  we  meet  some  gen- 
tlemen of  the  majority,  wringing  their 
hands  and  exclaiming — 'What  shall 
we  do?  Nothing  but  embaigo  will 
save  us.  Remove  it,  and  what 
shall  we  do  V  Sir,  it  is  not  for 
me,  an  humble  and  oninflnential  indi- 
vidual, at  an  awftl  distance  from  the 
predominant  influences^  to  suggest  plans 
of  government  But  to  my  eye,  the 
path  of  duty  is  as  distinct  as  the  milky 
way;  all  studded  with  livinp:  sapphires; 
glowing  with  cumulating  licrht.  It  is 
tlie  ])ath  of  active  preparation  ;  of  dig- 
nified energy.  It  isi  the  path  of  1776. 
It  consists,  not  in  abandoning  our  rights, 
but  in  supporting  them,  as  they  enst, 
and  where  they  exist — on  the  ocean,  as 
well  aa  on  the  land.  It  consists,  in  tak- 
ing the  nature  of  thing^:,  as  the  mea'snre 
of  the  rights  of  your  citizens ;  not  the 
ordere  and  decrees  of  imperious  foreign- 
ers. Give  what  protection  you  can. 
Take  noeounsdof  fsar.  Tour  strength 
will  increase  with  the  trial,  and  prove 
greator  than  you  are  now  aware.  But 
I  shall  be  told,  ^this  may  lead  to  war.* 
I  ask, '  ai*o  we  now  at  peace  V  Certainly 
not,  unless  retiring  from  insult  be  peace ; 
unless  shrinking  underthe  l:i.<h  be  peace. 
The  surest  way  to  prevent  war  is  not 
to  fear  it  The  idea,  that  nothing  on 
earth  is  so  dreadful  aa  war,  is  inculcated 
too  studiondy  among  us.  Disgrace  is 
worse.  Abandonmentof  essential  rights 
is  worse." 

These  resolutions  were  warmly  dis- 
cussed in  the  House:  the  first  tn'O 
pa.s*cd  by  a  large  vote,  the  lt»st  unani- 
moui»ly.   In  the  Senate,  a  motion  was 
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made  by  Mr.  Hillhonse  to  repeal  the 
einljargo  act,  and  was  ably  advocated 
by  the  mover  sod  oHim.  It  was  op- 
posed by  Mr.  Giles  and  tbe  repabliosn 
Senators  with  mnch  earnestness. 

*'  Mr.  President,"  said  Mr.  Giles,  No- 
vember 24th,  the  eves  of  the  world  are 
now  turned  upon  n.s :  if  we  sul> 
mit  to  these  indignities  and  ag- 
gi-ession?,  Great  Britain  hei"self  would 
despise  us  ;  she  would  consider  us  as  an 
ottteast  amongst  natioiiB ;  she  would  not 
own  US  for  lier  offirpring ;  France  wonld 
despise  us ;  all  the  world  would  despise 
us:  and  what  is  infinitely  WOXSO,  WO 
should  be  compelled  to  despise  our- 
selves !  If  we  resist,  we  shall  coiomand 
the  respect  of  our  enemies,  the  sympa- 
thies of  the  world,  and  the  noble  ap- 
probation of  our  own  eonacsences.  tir, 
Presideiit,  our  £i,te  is  in  oar  own  hands ; 
let  ns  have  union,  and  we  have  nothing 
to  fear.  So  highly  do  I  prize  union,  at 
tills  awful  moment,  tliat  I  would  prefer 
I  any  one  measure  of  resistance,  with 
■  union,  to  any  nitii^ure  of  resistance, 
with  division.  Let  us  then,  sir,  banish 
all  personal  feelings ;  let  us  present  to 
our  enemies  the  fennidable  front  of  an 
indiasolnble  band  of  brothers:  nothing 
else  is  neceasaiy  to  onr  sneeess.  Une- 
qoal  as  the  contest  may  seem,  favored 
a><  -we  are,  by  onr  situation,  and  under 
the  blessing  of  a  beneficent  Proxadence, 
who  has  never  lost  sight  of  these  United 
States  iu  times  of  difliculty  and  trial, 
I  have  the  most  perfect  ecHofiidenoe,  tiiat 
If  we  prove  troe  to  onraelves^  we  shall 
triumph  over  our  enemies." 

On  the  2d  of  December,  the  ques- 
tion was  t.nlcen  on  the  resolution,  and 
It  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  twenty>fivo 


m 

against  six.  In  accordance  with  the 
third  resolution  of  the  House,  noted 
above,  $475,000  were  appropriated  to 
fortifications,  principally  at  Kew  Yotk ; 
fbnr  frigates  were  ordered  to  be  got 
in  readiness  for  aotnal  service ;  nearly 
four  thonsand  pcamen  were  directed  to 
be  enlisted  in  addition  to  those  already 
in  the  service,  and  additions  were  also 
made  to  the  marine  cor]>s. 

While,  however,  the  Senate  voted  so 
BttODgly  against  the  poli^  of  repealing 
the  embaigo  act,  the  greater  part  even 
of  tiie  friends  of  the  administration  had 
no  expectation  that  it  would  be  contin- 
ued many  months  longer.  Some  thought 
it  ought  to  be  repealed  in  the  spring ; 
some,  that  it  should  be  prolonged  to 
the  let  of  June,  and  a  few,  to  the  Ist 
of  September ;  bat  mm  were  desiroos 
of  extending  it  frurther.  Looldng  for- 
ward then  to  the  change  of  policy,  va* 
rious  apedients  connected  with  the  re- 
peal were  proposed  ;  but  they  were  all 
postponed  on  the  10th  of  February,  by 
a  vote  of  sixty-five  to  fifty-five.  "In 
the  mean  while  the  embargo  was  press- 
ing with  increasecl  severity  on  every 
cUiBS  of  the  conminmly,  whether  pro- 
dooen  or  consomera ;  and  this  pressure, 
joined  to  the  political  opposition  in  the 
federal  party,  drove  the  people  <rf  New 
Enfjland,  where  that  party  was  most 
numerou-s,  and  where  the  embargo  was 
most  felt,  to  a  point  of  disaflection 
which  had  never  before  been  witnessed 
in  the  United  States.  Many,  therefore, 
entertained  strong  hopes  tiiat  some 
course  would  be  taken  during 

•  ]lS09* 

the  present  session,  by  which 
tlie  industry  and  enterprise  of  the  coun- 
try would  be  again  pat  into  activity, 
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its  vessels  bo  once  more  suffered  to  ven- 
ture oa  tiiti  ocean,  aud  perhaps  be  per^ 
mitted  to  am  in  their  own  delen<»,  if 
not  to  make  reprisaihk  Indeed  there 
was  no  one  who  did  not  admit  that  war 
would  be  preferable  to  the  coDtinuance 
of  the  embargo  beyond  a  time  not  very 
distant ;  and  every  day  was  adding  to 
the  number  of  tliose  who  believed  that 
time  already  arrived.'* 

It  was  early  in  Janauy  that  an  act 
for  enfordng  the  provisionB  of  the  «n- 
bargo  was  paaaed,  an  act  which,  as  Mr. 
Todker  aaya,  armed  the  exeontive  with 
new  powers ;  and  these  powers,  so  much 
at  variance  witli  the  spirit  of  onr  insti- 
tutions, and  the  general  lenity  of  the 
laws,  afforded  farther  muteriald  for  ex- 
citing popular  odium  against  the  ad- 
numstration,  whidi  was  then  diarged 
with  being  as  ambitioos  of  arbitrary 
power  at  home,  as  it  was  anbmiasiTB  to 
the  ^^  i n  of  Ni^Ieon  abroad.  The  ad- 
ministration, continues  the  president's 
biographer,  "  and  the  majority  who  snp- 
ported  it,  were,  before  Congress  rose, 
turned  from  their  purpose  of  trying  the 
embargo  a  few  mouths  longer,  from 
fear  of  the  growing  diaafieetion  ci  the 
New  England  stAtea,  whieh  they  had 
reason  to  beHeve  was  prodocing  ooiiBe- 
quences,  not  only  subversive  <tf  the  au- 
thority of  the  la\rfi,  but  (lanc:mnis  to 
the  continuance  of  the  Union.  It  hiis 
appeared  by  subsequent  disclosures,  that 
in  the  month  of  February,  Mr,  John 
Quincy  Adams,  who  had  supported  the 
adminutration  in  theembargo  and  other 
meaanrea  of  policy,  ever  nnoe  the  af- 
fSur  of  the  Gheaapeake,  and  who,  find- 


ing  hL>  cnii-s-'  t.v;ls  not  approved  by  the 
legislature  of  Alassachusetts,  had  re- 
signed Ub  office  of  8enat(»>,  made  to 
the  preadent  the  fbllowing  commoni- 
cation;— ihat  fimnmlbtmation  received 
by  him,  and  which  might  be  relied  on, 
it  was  the  determination  of  the  ruling 
party  in  Massachusetts,  and  even  NeW 
England,  if  the  embarj^o  wai  persisted 
in,  no  longer  to  submit  to  it,  but  to 
separate  themselves  from  the  Union, 
at  least  nntil  the  ensting  obetacles  of 
fore^  commerce  were  removed;  that 
tiie  plan  was  already  digested,  and  that 
such  was  the  pressure  of  the  embai^ 
on  the  community,  that  they  wonid  be 
supported  by  the  people,  lie  further 
said,  that  a  secret  agent  of  Great  Brit-  | 
ain  was  then  in  New  England,  by  whose 
intrigues  every  aid  would  be  proffered 
by  that  government  to  carry  a  project 
into  ezecntion,  which  would  at  oooe 
render  the  restrictions  on  the  commerce 
between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  nugatory,  and  all  future  oppo- 
sition unavailiog*  Tlie  dan<rer  thus 
threatening  the  Union  was  deemed 
paramount  to  all  other  considerations, 
and  the  president,  with  his  cabinet, 
conclnded  that  it  would  be  better  to 
modify  their  interdiction  of  commeroe 
in  anch  a  way,  that  while  employment 


*  In  regnd  to  Mr.  Adams's  iccuracj  on  tbo  point 
in  quesUon,  »  good  deal  of  doubt  has  been  expressed, 
and  promidont  meoibtn  of  flw  Mciral  party  hare  pos- 
itively denied  that  there  was  crcr  any  intention  in 
New  England  to  attempt  the  dissotutioa  of  the  Unioa 
On  tlM  oontnry,  they  charge  Mr.  Adaan  vftfi  haTing 
taken  the  course  he  did,  in  order  to  g*in  the  favor  of 
the  doDoentie  partjf  wd  tbejr  point  to  bis  baring 
MOO  afW  1mm  Mat  «n  ftftnlgn  ntarion  w  ft  tnwf  af 
the  correetiNM  of  tiidr  linn  MpMtiDK  Uraand  hh 
motifM. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Cb.  v.] 

was  aflbrded  to  American  vcMdb,  Great 
Britain  and  EVanee  ahonld  atill  &el  the 
ioea  of  American  emuneice** 

Aeting  on  this  view  of  the  matter, 
Congress  paaaed  a  law  for  repealing 
the  embargo  after  the  4th  of  March, 

  as  to  all  nati  lis  except  France 

and  Great  Britain,  and  inter- 
dicting with  them  all  commercial  iuter- 
ooune  whatever,  whetliw  by  exporting 
or  importing,  eHhssr  directly  or  duneoit* 
onaiy.  Thia  meaaare  liaa  idwaya  rince 
been  known  under  ihe  name  of  the  non- 
mtercourse  law.  It  passed  on  the  27th  of 
February,  by  eighty-one  votes  to  forty. 

With  the  3d  of  March,  1809,  the 
administration  of  Thomas  Jefferson 
reached  its  dose,  and  the  tenth  Con- 
greaa  tenninated  ita  aecond  aeaaion.* 
Mr.  Taeker  inddgea  himeelf  in  acTeral 
eulogistic  paragraphs  respecting  the 
administration  of  the  third  |veeident, 
its  wisdom,  its  ability,  its  snccess,  etc., 
and  he  quotes  in  full  the  nfldress  which 
was  presented  to  Mr.  Jetllrsou  by  the 
legislature  of  Virginia,  on  the  6th  of 
February,  in  testimony  of  thdr  esteem 
and  approbation.  A  brief  extract  or 
two  firom  this  addreaa  may  not  be  in- 
appropriate in  condading  Our  narratiTe 
of  Mr.  Jefferson's  public  life. 

After  recording  the  "  points  of  liis 
administration,  which  the  historian 
would  not  fail  to  seize,  to  expand,  and 


*  For  Bomc  remarks  on  Mr.  Jefferson's  adminlstra- 
tioo,  now  joat  at  iU  ereutful  dose,  8oe  Appendix  at  the 
•nd  of  tb*  pttmA  ehaptar.  Tbrn  tmSmt  who  iridM 
to  look  st  the  third  president's  character  from  the  point 
of  view  of  tho6c  who  do  aot  admire  or  respect  him, 
may  also  consolt  with  adrantage  a  CMirtio  nrimr  of 
the  life  and  cJiaracter  of  Thomas  Jefferson,  in  tfav'^iAw 
Fori  MnieuP  for  March,  1SS7,  pp.  5-^ 


to  teacih  poaterity  to  dwdD.  upon  with 
deligb  V*  aa  they  bclieTedi  the  addreaa 
proceeds^ 

'^In  the  principles  en  wHcli  yon 
have  administered  the  government,  we 
see  only  the  coTitinnation  and  matu- 
rity of  the  ?rime  virtues  and  abilities, 
which  drew  upon  you  in  your  youth 
the  reseutmeut  of  Duumore.  From 
the  faeiA  luilUant  and  bappy  moment 
of  yomr  resistance  to  fbreign  tyramiy, 
until  the  preeent  day,  we  mark  with 
pleasure  and  with  gratitude  the  same 
uniform,  consistent  character,  the  same 
warm  and  devoted  attachment  to  li}> 
erty  and  the  republic,  the  same  Komnn 
love  of  your  country,  her  fights,  her 
peace,  her  honor,  her  prosperity. 

How  bleaaed  will  be  tbe  retirement 
intowludk  you  are  iboat  togot  How 
deservedly  blessed  will  it  bel  For  yon 
carry  with  you  the  richest  of  all  re- 
wards, the  recollection  of  a  life  well 
spent  in  the  service  of  your  country, 
and  proofs  the  most  decisive,  of  the 
love,  the  gratitude,  the  veneration,  of 
your  countrymen.* 

**Tbat  yomr  retiremeat  may  be  as 


*  As  an  oftet  to  tbooe  bwidatoiy  ejcpnssioDS,  w« 
may  qnoto  fl«u  tf»  niMrt  of  %  coanintlm  ofOw  leg- 
islature of  Massachusetts,  made  in  January,  1R0!>,  in 
which  tho  state  ot  the  oounfaty  at  the  time  is  depicted 
in  tli«  ftOowbg  tcnoa:  **Oiir  agriealtiit«  is  diBeoniw 
aged ;  the  fisheries  abandoned ;  navigation  f<:)rbidi:!en : 
our  commerce  at  hame  restniaed,  if  not  annihilated ; 
tKst  oouutMnt  sbfiMd  cot  off  J  oiv  ntctj  mI^  dtuMl^ 
tied,  or  degraded  to  the  service  of  cutters  or  gunboats ; 
the  rerenue  extinipiishod  ^  the  cause  of  Justice  btet^ 
TXi^A\  tli9  nflitaiy  poiww  fwlliicl  sboto  Cho  dvfl^ 
and  by  setting  up  a  standard  of  jioliticjil  faith,  un- 
known to  the  Constitution,  the  nation  is  weakened  br 
iolannl  aainantMB  ind  dmnonsi,  it  fbo  moBM^ 
it  h  nnnrccasarilj  and  iini  i  •  i  1  iiTljr  ripaMd  toUIC 
with  Great  Britain,  F^aoce^  aod  Spain." 
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happy  ag  your  lifb  liaa  heen  TirtnoiLs 
and  nsefbl ;  that  onr  yontli  may  see  in 

the  blissful  dose  of  your  days,  an  ml 
ditional  indncement  to  form  themselTea 
on  your  model,  is  the  devout  and  earnest 
prayer  of  your  fellow-citizens  who  com- 
pose the  General  Assembly  of  Virgini;i." 

Our  own  opinion  of  Mr.  Jefleiisou's 
character  as  a  maa  and  as  the  head  of 
the  rnliog  party  in  the  TToited  States, 
might  be  aet  forth  at  large,  were  it  at  all 
needful  on  the  present  occasion;  but, 
in  truth,  it  is  not.  If,  as  we  believe, 
our  narrative  of  liis  public  life  and  ca- 
reer is  just,  impartial,  candid,  and  sulE- 
cieiitly  full  in  respect  to  details,  tLere 
is  plainly  httle  need,  at  our  iiauds,  of  a 
Sotmai  delineation  of  his  character  and 
conduct.  Bsa  acts  will  justify  or  con* 
demn  him,  as  they  hare  all  along  in 
the  judgment  of  the  people;  and  his 
actfi  will  prove  incontestably,  that  he 
was  either  a  hiG:h-minded,  patriotic 
statesman  and  ruler,  or  an  nnsenipu- 
lous  partisan  and  seeker  after  popular 
applanse.  Let  the  reader  judge  for 
himself,  after  carefully  .veighing  the 
facts  which  are  on  record,  and  the  priii> 
ciples  which  the  third  president  avowed 
in  his  writings. 


[Bb.  7, 

Thomas  Jeffteiaon  most  always  fill 
a  large  iqpAee  in  oar  country^  annals, 

V,  hether  it  be  for  good  or  for  evil. 
It  is  the  duty  of  Americans  to  stvdy 
his  life  and  character,  and  to  note  well 
the  effect  produced  by  hLs  opiuioua  and 
principles  upon  our  cvjuutrymen.  If 
he  were  not  the  profound  statesman 
and  large-hearted  patriot  which  his  ad- 
mireiB  daimed  him  to  be,  he  was  no- 
donbtedly  in  possenkmof  vast  inflnence, 
and  ^vMded  it  with  consummate  skill, 
for  eight  eventful  years.  If  he  were 
not  a  mere  party  leader,  as  his  enemies 
openly  and  constantly  asserted,  it  is 
nndeniable  that  he  never  lost  sight  of 
the  interests  and  the  advancement  of 
the  party  at  whose  head  he  was  placed. 
Hen  have  differed,  widely  differed, 
men  will  oontinne  to  differ,  in  their 
judgments  respecting  Tliomaa  Jeffer- 
son and  his  claims  to  honor  and  respect. 
Let  the  youthful  student  wcij^h  well 
what  we  have  here  laid  before  him, 
and  what  he  will  find  in  the  authorities 
referred  to  in  the  course  of  our  naira- 
tive ;  and  let  him  judge  soberly  and 
fearlessly,  as  is  the  birthright  no  less 
than  tiie  bonnden  daty  of  every  Amejv 
ican. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTER  V. 


JOHV  QUIXrv  .\DAitS9  REMARKS  OH"  JSRmU 
oV^  tA  ADMINISTRATION. 

In  the  first  wars  of  the  French  ReTolutioo,  Ghreat 
Britain  luid  iMguB  I17  itniDing  (he  d«im  of  1wl< 

Hgerent,  as  against  neutral  rights,  Loyond  all  the 
theories  of  international  jurisprudence,  and  even 
beyond  her  ovra  ordinary  proctiiMk  There  is  in 
•n  vara 4x»ffiolbe(nr«fliid»bdligei«iii( and  the 
ncntral  right,  wlilch  c;tn  in  its  nature  bo  settled 
only  by  oouveaUon.  And  in  addition  to  all  the 
ordiiiaiy  aapetitiea  of  diaaensicm  between  Ae  tUb* 
tioa  at  war  and  the  nation  at  peace,  sho  had 
asserted  a  right  of  man-stealing  from  the  vcssola 
of  the  United  States.  The  claim  of  right  was  to 
take  by  fima  all  sea^fidriBg  ttMD«  liar  own  buIk 
jccts,  wImwvw  th(^  were  found  by  her  naval 
officers,  to  serve  their  king  in  his  wars.  And 
under  color  of  this  tyrant's  right^  her  naval  ofE- 
oflia,  down  to  Ae  moat  bearffleaa  midaUpman, 
actually  took  from  the  Ainoriwin  merchant  ves- 
sels which  they  visited,  any  seaman  whom  they 
chose  to  take  for  a  Briti^  aaljacb  After  dia 
trea^  of  Norember,  1794,  ahe  had  xelazed  all 
her  pretensions  against  the  neutral  rights,  and 
had  gradually  abandoned  the  practice  of  impre^ 
Rient  till  aba  waa  on  tlie  prant  of  Nnotmcing  it  by 
a  formal  treaty  stipulation. 

At  tlic  renow  il  of  the  war,  after  the  peace  of 
Amiens,  it  was  at  first  ui^gcd  with  much  respect 
for  tibe  rigbti  of  neutrality,  Iwt  the  praotke  of 
impressment  was  soon  rcnewfd  with  arrLTiivated 
severity,  and  the  commerce  of  neutral  nations 
with  the  colonies  of  the  adverse  belligerent  was 
wholly  interdioted  on  the  pretenoe  of  juatification, 
because  it  hod  been  forbidden  by  the  ent  my  her- 
self in  the  time  of  peace.  This  pretension  had 
been  first  ndaed  by  Great  Britun  in  tlie  arnren 
years'  war,  but  she  bad  been  ovcrawad  by  the 
armed  neittruHty  from  maintaining  it  in  the  war 
of  the  American  Revolution.  In  the  midst  of  this 
war  with  Napoleon,  aha  auddenly  raaaaortad  the 
prindplc^  and  by  a  aeetet  <nrd«r  in  ooondl,  awipt 


dia  oeaan  of  nearly  the  whole  mass  of  neutral 
commerce.  Her  war  with  FranoA  Reread  itself 
all  over  Europe,  suooessivcly  mvolving  Spain, 
Raly,  the  NallMrlancIa,  Praad^  Anatila,  Rnsaia, 

Denmark  and  Sweden.  Not  a  single  neutral 
power  remained  in  Europe — and  Great  Britain, 
after  anmhilating  at  Trafalgar,  tba  united  naval 
power  ofEraneaandBp«in,rallagthenflalbrlli  with 
undisputed  dominion  upon  the  ocean,  oonwived 
the  project  of  engrossing  even  the  oommeroe  with 
ber  enemy  by  faitmepting  all  nentrd  navigation. 
These  measures  were  met  by  corresponding  acts 
of  violence,  and  sophistical  principles  of  national 
law,  promulgated  by  Napol«ion,  rising  to  the 
aommit  of  Ua  greatn«aa,  and  preparing  hia  down- 
fall by  the  abuse  of  his  elevation. 

Through  this  fiery  orjoal  the  administration 
of  Mr.  Jeflcrscm  was  to  pms,  and  liie  severest  of 
itateata  were  to  ba  applied  to  Mr.  Madiaon.  His 
Correspondence  with  the  minist4:'r9  of  Grout 
Britain,  Froooo,  and  Spain,  and  with  the  minis- 
tera  of  the  United  Statea  to  tboaa  nations  during 
tba  remainder  of  Mr.  Jefibraon'a  admmistration, 
constitnto  the  most  important  and  most  valuable 
materials  of  its  history.  His  examination  of  the 
Britiah  dootrinea  relatinf  to  nentrtl  trade,  will 
hereafter  be  considered  a  standard  treatise  on 
the  law  of  nations;  not  inferior  U)  tlie  works  of 
any  writer  upon  those  subjects  since  the  days  of 
Orothia,  and  emry  way  worthy  of  tlie  avtlwr  of 
PuWius  and  ITeh  idius.  There  is  indeed,  in  all 
the  diplomatic  papers  of  American  statesmen, 
justly  celebrated  as  they  have  been,  nothing  su- 
perior to  tUa  jUaaartation,  which  was  not  atriotly 
official.  It  was  composed  amid  the  duties  of  the 
department  of  state,  never  more  arduous  than  at 
ttat  time— In  the  aummer  of  18061.  It  waa  pub* 
lislied  inoHicially,  and  a  copy  of  it  waa  laid  OH  the 
table  of  each  member  of  Congress  at  tho  com- 
mencement of  the  session  in  December,  1806. 

Tba  eootwwaraiea  of  eonflioting  neutral  and 
beUig<»ent  ri^tc,  oontinoed  tiirough  dm  wbola 
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of  Mr.  Jefferson's  admmutrftUon,  daring  tho  lat- 
ter part  of  which  they  wore  verging  mpidly  to 
var.    lie  had  carried  tho  policy  of  p€ace  perhaps 
to  «B  «xtnmsk  HI*  agratem  ^  daftno*  by  wmw 
merdal  rejstricti'jos,  dry-docks,  gun-l>L)at3,  and 
embargoes,  was  stretched  to  its  lost  hair's 
breadth  of  endunooe.   Far  Iw  tt  from  me,  my 
fellow-citizens,  to  apeak  of  this  system  or  its  mo- 
tives with  disrespect.    If  there  be  a  duty,  binding 
Ib  ohuna  more  adamaiitiiie  than  all  the  rest  tho 
coBactence  of  «  chief  maglatnrta  of  thla  Union,  it 
is  that  of  preserving  peace  with  all  mankind — 
peace  with  the  other  nations  of  the  earth — peace 
among  tho  several  states  of  this  Union — ^peaoe  in 
dM»  bearla  and  tampar  of  oar  own  peqple.  Tet 
must  a  president  of  tho  United  States  never  cease 
to  feci  that  his  charge  is  to  maintain  the  rights, 
the  interests,  and  the  honor,  no  less  than  the  peace 
of  his  coantrTWHaor  will  he  be  permitted  to  for- 
get that  peace  must  bo  tho  ofTfipring  of  two  con- 
euiring  wills;  that  to  seek  peooo  is  not  always 
to  eoaure  it  He  mnat  rememibtf  too^  that  a  re> 
li  nice  upon  the  operation  of  measures,  from  their 
efltM't  on  the  inlercjti,  however  clear  and  unequiv- 
ocal, of  nations,  cannot  be  safe  against  a  counter  I 
oorreot  of  their  passioiu.  That  nations,  lilce  In- 
dividuals,  sacrifioe  tl^ir  peace  to  their  pride,  to 
their  hatred,  to  tho'ir  envy,  to  thpir  jealotisy,  and 
even  to  tho  cnSt,  which  tlie  cumiiug  of  liackueyed 
polltiolaiia  not  unfrequently  mistalna  for  poliay . 
That  nations,  like  individuals,  havo  sometimes 
the  misibrttme  of  losing  their  senses,  and  that 
lunatio  oommmiitiea,  wUoli  oannot  be  oon&ied  in 
lioepitals,  must  be  resisted  in  anna,  as  a  single 
maniac  is  sometimes  restored  to  reason  hy  tho 
Boourgo.    Ttat  national  madness  is  tufeclious, 
and  tliat  a  paroxyam  of  It  in  one  people,  especially 
wtM  generated  by  the  Furiea  that  preside  over 
war,  produces  a  counter  paroxysm  in  the  adverse 
party.   Such  i»  the  melancholy  condition,  as  yet, 


of  assodated  man.  And  while  in  tho  wise  but 
mysterious  dispensations  of  an  overruling  Provi- 
dence, man  shall  so  continue,  tiie  peace  of  every 
nation  mnstdependnotaloneupon  its  own  will,but 
upon  that  concurrently  with  tho  will  of  all  others, 
And  such  was  the  omdition  of  the  two  migbti* 
eat  nstioaa  of  die  earth  dnrii^  die  admimstratkiii 
of  Mr.  Jefierson.  Prantic;  in  fits  of  mutual 
hatred,  envy,  and  jealousy  against  each  other; 
noeditaUng  mutual  iavasion  and  conquest}  and 
iiiroing  the  oAer  natiana  of  the  four  qnartera  of 
the  ^obo  to  the  altoinnlitA  of  joining  them  aa 
allies  or  encountering  them  as  foes.  Mr.  Jeffej^ 
son  met  them  with  moral  philosophy  and  ouin- 
menial  restriotkm,  with  diy-dodca  andgim-boats 
— with  non-intc.rcour8c.<»,  and  embargoes,  till  ihe 
American  nation  were  tokt  that  they  could  not  be 
kicked  into  a  tear,  and  till  thej  were  taunted  by 
a  British  atateaman  In  tbe  imperial  parliament  of 
England,  witli  tlieir  five  fir  firigatee  and  their 
striped  booting. 

Mr.  Jeflbson  pursued  bia  policy  of  pcaoe  till 
it  brought  the  nation  to  the  borders  of  internal 
wr.r  An  embargo  of  fourteen  months'  duration 
I  was  at  last  reluctantly  abandoned  by  him,  when 
il  bad  etaaad  to  be  obeyed  by  the  people^  and 
state  courts  were  ready  to  pronounce  it  uncon- 
stitutional. A  nnn-int4>rcourse  w.as  then  substi- 
tuted m  its  place,  and  the  helm  of  tst;ite  passed 
from  die  hand*  of  Mr.  Jafleteon  to  dioae  of  Mr. 
Madison,  precisely  at  the  moment  of  tlils  pertur- 
bation of  earth  and  sea  threatened  with  war  from 
abroad  and  at  homo,  but  with  the  principle  deft* 
allaly  aatdedfdiatin  oar  tataoearae  with  formgo 
nations,  reason,  justice,  and  commfrcial  rpstric- 
tiooa  require  live-oak  hearts  and  iron  or  brazen 
mondiB  to  speak,  that  they  may  be  diatinetly 
hoard,  or  attentively  listened  to,  by  tho  distant 
ears  of  foreigners,  whether  fVwcb  or  British, 
mooarobial  or  republican. 
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CHAriKii  YI. 
18tf-I81l. 

THB  TWO   ¥£AB8  PBEOEDINO   TUS  WAB. 

Xht  bnignntion  of  James  IladlioD  —  Inaugunl  Addrew  of  the  fooith  praidmt  —  The  nev  ciblDtt — Poutifcft  of 
iiftin  on  M»diMn'ft  aeecaidoii  —  Condutt  of  Sigiaad  ud  n«iiM— Hr.  bUaiTs  n^godatfoM  ud  tli«ir  ruAlta 
->Op«ning  of  CongrcM — The  pi«M«iil!li  auMg*— Hi*  Britfdi  gofwusMiil  nAnw  to  niMtfM  Hr.  Brricme't 

acts  —  IrriUUon  asd  cxcitcmcut  — Views  of  the  federalists  —  Mr.  JseksoD  n]>puliit>;d  minister  froui  Enij^laid  — 
HU  conne— Coogrcas  meet— PreddentTs  nmiiiga quoted »—  Beeoiutlons of  the  Senate— A«ta  of  thellouie— 
Th«  iMiralwInmcf  fli*  Vnlw— >BcportM  Mttdnetof  Genenl  WIIUjmm— TIm  BuBWaUlH  deem— Kiipo> 
Icon's  annoanccment  of  the  revocallon  of  h]s  decree  —  British  government  refuw  to  rescind  the  crdrra  in  wtn- 
eil  —  IntercourBO  with  France  renewed  —  Ocoujiancy  of  West  Florida  —  Coogrtts  meet  in  December,  ISIO  -  -  The 
prestdeot's  message  —  Debate  in  the  Iloose  on  the  petition  of  the  territory  of  Orleans  to  be  admitted  as  u  state 
— Qnlnqr'*  speech — QnestiiHi  u  to  tbs  Nuwal  of  lb*  diHtor  of  Um  Bank  of  tbo  United  States— Debtito  on 
thoRiljeet — Tbenralt — Debate  on  the  iiMvitlttrooiim  Mt«-Pe«1ln|f  In  the  navy  towards  Englnnd  —  iiMr 
of  the  iYc:^idonl  niid  the  Little  Belt  —  Tlic  United  Stoles  nnd  t  wo  Britis.li  ships  —  Mr.  Foster  a[.|Hii['.tcd  nv  .lister 
bvBk  £ugland  —  Uia  oorrcspondcnce  with  the  aecretary  of  state— Meeting  of  Congress  looked  for  with  onxit  tjr— 
1k«nU«i]ii  tho  c*UaH— Uooiw  qipobitod  Mcmlai7«f  Msto— Tho  buHnislatlM  iioctli'W«it-»T«aa»>a«b'^ 
flMW^  Oootnl  Dwrtmli  nmmiM»  — Um  1»ttto  of  TIppecmM— Saiwi*  and  bloody  «ontMt<~Ita  Nnlk 


On  tlie  4th  diiy  of  March,  1809,  a 
goodly  company  assembled  iu  the  cap- 
itol  at  Wa»hiugtoD,  to  mtness  the  in- 
angnration  of  James  Hadison  aa  fourth 
president  of  the  United  States.  Ifr, 
Jeffieiaon  was  there,  as  were  also  numy 
members  of  Congress,  tlie  foreign  min- 
isters, and  a  crowd  of  citizens.  Mr. 
Madison  was  clad  iu  a  plain  suit  of 
black,  entirely  of  American  manufac- 
tore,  and  modestly,  yet  in  a  dignified 
manner,  went  through  the  important 
ceremonies  of  the  day.  His  uungiiral 
address,  thongh  brie^  was  not  deficient 
in  energy  and  ability ;  and  it  met  with 
general  approbation.  As  on  previous 
occasions,  we  give  the  address  in  full. 

''Ik-iendaandI'dkm'OUiseM: 
«  UhwOling  to  depart  from  examples 


of  the  most  revered  autboritv,  I  iiv.iil 
myself  of  the  occasion  now  presented, 
to  express  the  profound  impression 
made  on  me  by  the  call  of  my  conntry 
to  the  station,  to  the  duties  of  which  I 
am  about  to  pledge  myself  by  tho 
ino.st  solemn  of  sanctions.  So  distin- 
guished a  murk  of  confidence,  proceed* 
ing  from  the  deliberate  and  tranquil 
safl&'age  of  a  free  and  virtuous  nation, 
would,  under  any  cireumstanoea,  have 
commanded  my  gratitude  and  devotion, 
as  well  as  filled  me  with  an  awful  sense 
of  the  trust  to  be  assumed.  Under 
tlie  various  circumstances  which  give 
peculiar  solemnity  to  the  existing  ]>e- 
riod,  I  feel,  tliat  both  the  honor  and 
the  responsibility  allotted  to  me  are 
inexpressibly  enhanced. 
**The  present  situation  of  tiie  w<»ld 
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is  indeed  without  a  parallel ;  and  that 
of  our  country  full  of  diflBcultiea. 
Tlie  pressure  of  these  too,  is  the 
more  severely  felt,  because  they  have 
fulIcQ  upon  us  at  a  mumeut,  ^v  heu  na- 
tional prosperity  being  at  a  height  not 
before  attained^  the  contrast  resulting 
from  this  dbaoge  haa  been  rendered 
the  more  striking.  Under  the  benign 
influence  of  our  repuUican  institutions, 
and  the  maintenance  of  po^n-e  with  all 
naticms,  whilst  so  many  of  them  were 
engaixrd  in  bloody  and  wasteful  wars, 
the  fruits  of  a  just  policy  were  enjoyed 
■  in  anmnivaDed  growtii  of  oor  fiiculties 
and  resources.  Pnx^  c£  this  were 
seen  in  the  improvements  of  agiienl- 
tore;  in  the  succeaaful  entetpHses  of 
commerce ;  in  the  progress  of  manufac- 
tures and  useful  arts;  in  the  increa«3c 
of  the  public  revenue,  ami  the  use 
made  of  it  in  reducing  the  public  debt; 
aud  in  the  valuable  works  and  estab- 
liehments  eveiywIiOTe  multiplying  over 
the  ftuoe  of  our  land. 

"  It  is  a  precious  refleetlon,  that  tiie 
tranflition  from  this  prosporoua  condi- 
tion of  onr  country,  to  the  scene  wliicli 
has  for  some  time  been  distressing  us, 
is  not  chargeable  ou  any  unwarrantable 
views,  nor,  an  I  trust,  on  any  involun- 
tary errors  in  the  public  councils^  In- 
dulging uo  passions  which  trespass  on 
the  rights  or  the  repose  of  other  na^ 
tious,  it  has  been  the  true  glory  of  the 
United  States  to  cultivate  peace,  by 
observing  justice,  aud  to  entitle  them- 
selves to  the  respect  of  the  nations  at 
wai',  by  fulfilling  their  neutral  obliga^ 
tions  with  the  most  scrupulous  impar- 
tiality. If  there  be  candor  in  the 
world,  the  truth  cf  these  assertions 


fB».  V. 

will  not  be  questioned.   Posterity  at 

least  will  do  justice  to  them. 

"This  unexceptionable  course  could 
not  avail  against  the  injustice  and  vio- 
lence of  the  belligerent  powers.  In 
their  rage  against  each  other,  or  im- 
pelled by  more  direct  motives,  princi- 
ples of  retaliation  hare  been  intro- 
duced, equally  contrary  to  universal 
reason  and  acknowledged  law.  How 
long  tlieir  arbitran,^  edicts  will  be  con- 
tinued, in  spite  of  the  demonstrations, 
that  not  even  a  ]»retext  for  them  has 

beengiven  by  the  United  States,   

and  of  the  Mr  and  liberal  tA^ 
tempts  to  induce  a  revocation  of  them, 
cannot  be  anticipated.  Assuring  my^ 
sel^  that  under  every  vicissitude,  the 
determined  spirit  and  united  councils 
of  the  nation  will  be  paf«'guards  to  its 
honor,  and  its  essential  interests,  I 
repair  to  the  post  assigned  me,  with 
no  other  discouragement  than  what 
springs  £rom  my  own  inadequacy  to 
its  high  duties.  If  I  do  not  sink 
under  the  weight  of  this  deep  convie* 
tion,  it  is  because  I  find  some  support 
in  a  consciousness  of  the  purposes, 
and  a  confidence  in  the  principles 
which  I  bring  with  me  into  this  arduous 
service. 

^To  cherish  peace  and  fiiendly  in> 
tercourse  with  idl  nations  having  oor* 
respond^t  dispositions;  to  maintadn 
sincere  neutrality  towards  belligerent 

nations ;  to  prefer,  in  all  cases,  amica- 
ble discussions  and  reasonable  accom- 
modation of  did'erences,  to  a  decision 
of  them  by  au  appeal  to  ai'ma ;  to  ex- 
clude foreign  intrigues  and  foreign  par- 
tialities, so  degradbg  to  all  countries 
and  BO  bandul  to  free  ones:  to  feeler  a 


TH£  T^O  YEAfiS  PR£C£DING  THB  WAR 
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q)irit  of  independeoioe^  too  jmt  to  in^ 
^de  tbe  rights  of  othefs,  too  proud  to 
surrender  our  own,  too  libenl  to  in- 
dulge Tinwortliy  prejudices  ourselves, 
and  too  elevated  not  to  look  down 
uj)Ou  them  ia  others;  to  hold  the  union 
of  tlie  states  as  the  basis  of  their  peace 
and  happiness ;  to  support  the  Gonsti- 
tntion,  vhkh  b  the  oementof  the  Union, 
as  well  in  its  limitatbns  ss  in  its  ao- 
thorities ;  to  respect  the  rights  and  au- 
thorities reserved  to  the  statea  and  to 
the  people,  as  equally  incorporated  with 
and  essentiiil  to  the  success  of  the  gen- 
eral system;  to  avoid  the  slightest  in- 
terference with  the  rights  of  conscience 
Off  the  fbnctioiis  of  religion,  so  wisely 
exempted  from  civil  jniiBdiction;  to 
preserre^in  their  full  energy,  the  other 
Sfdotaiy  provisions  in  behalf  of  private 
and  personal  rights,  and  of  the  freedom 
of  the  pre^ ;  to  observe  economy  in 
pulilie  expenditures ;  to  liberate  the 
public  reoources  by  an  honorable  dis- 
charge of  the  public  dehts;  to  keep 
within  the  reqaisito  limits  a  standing 
militsiy  force,  always  remembering, 
that  an  armed  and  trained  militia  is 
the  firmest  bulwark  of  republics,  that 
without  standing  armies  their  liberty 
can  never  be  in  danger,  nor,  with  large 
ones,  safe ;  to  promote,  by  authorized 
means,  improvements  friendly  to  agri- 
enltnr^  to  mannfaetoreB^  aid  to  exter- 
nal aa  well  aa  internal  commerce;  to 
favor,  in  like  manner,  the  advancement 
ot  science  and  the  diftusion  of  informa- 
tion, as  the  best  aliment  to  true  liberty ; 
to  carry  on  the  V)enevolent  plans  which 
have  been  so  meritoriously  applied  to 
the  convei-sion  of  our  aboriguaal  neigh- 
bors, from  the  degradation  and  wretch* 
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ednen  of  savage  lilie^  to  a  partidpatxon 
of  the  improvements  of  which  the  hu- 
man mind  and  manners  are  susceptible 

in  a  civilized  state : — as  far  as  sentinienta 
and  intentions  such  as  these  can  aid  the 
fnlfilment  of  my  duty,  they  will  be  a 
resource  which  cannot  fail  me. 

**It  la  my  good  fortnne,  moreover, 
to  have  the  path  in  which  I  am  to 
tread,  lighted  by  examples  of  iUnstrir 
ous  services,  snccessfully  rendered  in 
the  most  trying  difficulties,  by  those 
who  have  marched  before  mc.  Of  those 
of  my  immediate  predece^r,  it  might 
least  become  me  here  to  speak ;  I  may, 
however,  be  pardoned  for  not  suppress- 
ing the  sympathy  with  which  my  heart 
is  fid],  in  the  rich  reward  he  dgoys  in 
the  benedictions  of  a  beloved  country, 
gratefully  bestowed  for  exalted  talents^ 
zealously  devoted,  through  a 
long  career,  to  the  advancement 
of  ita- highest  interests  and  happiness. 
But  the  source  to  which  I  look  for  the 
aids,  which  alone  can  snpply  my  defi- 
ciencies, is  in  the  wett'tried  intelligenoe 
and  virtue  of  my  feIlow*dtiaens,  and  in 
the  counsels  of  those  representing  them 
in  the  other  departments  associated  in 
the  care  of  the  national  interests.  In 
those  my  confidence  will,  under  every 
difficulty,  be  placed,  next  to  that  which 
we  have  all  been  encouraged  to  feel  in 
the  guardianship  and  guidance  of  that 
Ahnigh^  B^ng,  whose  power  regolates 
the  destiny  of  nations,  whose  blesBings 
have  been  so  conspicuopsly  dispensed 
to  this  rising  republic,  and  to  whom 
we  are  bound  to  address  our  devout 
gratitude  for  the  past,  as  well  as  our 
fervent  supplications  and  best  hopes 
fcnr  the  fatiix«." 
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The  oafh  of  office  was  then  adrainu- 
terod  to  James  Ma(Uaon  hy  Chief  Justice 
HaishnU,  and  the  fourth  president  of 

tlie  United  States,  warmly  congratu- 
lated by  a  large  circle  of  frieii<ls  and 
political  suppoi'tei's,  eutered  upon  lii^ 
responsible  duties,  not  without  li  j  l 
that  his  administration  might  be  pros- 
perous and  condnciye  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  peo|»le  of  the  United 
States* 

Immediatdy  after  his  inauguration, 

the  new  president  organized  his  cabi- 
net. Robert  Smith  of  Maryland,  wlio 
bad  been  secretary  of  the  navy,  w!w 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  department 
of  state.  Albert  Gallatin  retained  the 
office  of  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and 
GsBsar  A.  Bodney  that  of  attorney-gen- 
eral 'William  Ikistis,  of  Massachusetts, 
was  made  secretary  of  war;  Henry 
Dearborn  being  transferred  to  the 
collectorship  of  the  port  of  Boston. 
Paul  Hamilton,  who  had  been  governor 
of  South  Carolina,  was  selected  as  seo- 
retaiy  of  the  nav) ,  in  place  of  Bobert 
Smith.  Gideon  Granger  was  continued 
as  postmastergeneral,  although,  as  the 
reader  will  remember,  this  officer  formed 
no  part  of  the  cabinet  at  this  date. 

The  acce&?ion  of  James  Madison  to 
power  took  place  at  a  critical  jieriod  in 
our  country's  history.  The  progress 
of  events  Imd.  been  sodi  under  Jeffibr- 
son*8  admiiuBlxation,  that  wbx  with 


*  aullTin  spodUflril^diMm  m  -mmn.  grnaU 

stature  and  gnro  appearance,"  and  says :  "  lio  had 
A  calm  expression,  a  paMtnting  bkw  ey^  and  looked 
Hit*  •  fhinking  man.  lie  was  dveBsed  Id  Mack ;  batd 
oil  Ihu  top  of  his  head;  powdered;  of  rather  protub- 
erant person  in  boot;  small  lower  limbsi  slow  and 
graye  in  spoecfa.** 


£B«.  V. 

Great  Britain  seemed  to  be  inevitable 
Not  only  France,  but  the  great  rivd 

of  France,  entertained  very  inadequate 
views  of  tlie  sj)irit  and  energy  of  the 
peoj)le  o''  tlip  United  States,  if 
once  thoroughly  roused.  Wash- 
ingt4)n  had  deemed  it  more  prudent  to 
put  up  with  some  iignstice  and  much 
nnfidrneSB^  in  the  then  condition  of  af- 
&iis;  and  JeffwsoOf  who  was  timid  by 
nature,  and  well  aware  that  he  was  not 
at  all  adapted  for  the  executive  chair 
in  time  of  war,  had  allowed  matters  to 
arrive  at  such  a  paisS,  that  it  began  to 
be  thought  that  ximericans  had  no 
spirit  whatever,  were  mere  mercenary 
trafficken,  and  would  submit  to  any 
indigmtieSfSoonar  l^kan  enter  np<Hi  meas 
urcs  of  self-defence  at  the  expense  of 
their  trade  and  money-getting  opportu- 
nities. England  had  never  been  satis- 
•  fied  with  the  result  of  the  Kevolution- 
ary  War.  She  had  ever  since  acted  in 
an  overbearing,  ofieusive,  and  unhand- 
some style  toM'ards  the  growing  repub- 
lic of  the  west;  and  she  had  put  forth 
daims  and  aaaertions,  which  it  was  im- 
pOSt&ble  for  any  free  people  to  submit 
to  and  retain  its  stdf-respect.  And 
France,  under  the  grasping  ambition 
of  Napoleon,  -v^nshed  to  treat  the  United 
States  Jis  a  sort  of  ward  of  hers,  as  one 
bound  to  be  subservient,  and  deeply 
impressed  iritb  sentiments  of  gratitude 
and  adnuration  for  past  favoTS  and 
present  smiles  of  approTsL 

The  country,  it  is  true,  was  in  no  fit- 
ting condition  to  go  to  war.  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's policy  had  nearly  destroyed 
the  navy,  and  preparations  for  defence 
against  invasion  were  scandalously  in- 
sufficient.  War  would  be  carried  on 
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under  every  dlnadrantage,  as  respected 
finances,  and  tiie  means  of  efficienily 

repelling  attack.  Yet,  despite  all  these 
and  kindred  considerations,  the  people 
of  the  United  States,  as  a  people,  were 
not  at  all  unwillhig  then,  any  more  than 
they  have  ever  been  since,  to  rcjjort  to 
arms  in  defence  of  their  rights.  The 
bsolent  assnmptions  of  both  England 
and  EVanoe  weio  bome  nith  for  a 
longer  time  tban  was,  perliapfl^  called 
for;  but  when  it  hegm.  to  be  plunly 
seen,  that  these  assumptions  would  not 
be  removed  without  resort  to  battle, 
Americans  were  not  long  in  letting  it 
be  understood,  that  they  were  not  un- 
ready for  the  fight.  It  was  impossible, 
not  to  say  abanrd,  to  suppose  that  thn 
great  natbn  of  oois  oonld  snbdst  in 
a  species  of  vassalage  to  England  or 
France ;  and  if  neither  of  these  powers 
could  be  induced  to  do  us  justice  by 
peaceable  means,  wliy  then  we  must 
assert  our  righta,  and  maintain  our 
rights,  by  force  of  arms.  There  are 
crises  in  the  history  of  nations,  when 
there  is  no  help  for  it;  they  must 
fight|  or  tamdy  sabmit  to  whatever 
superior  force  and  haughty  supercilious- 
ness may  choose  to  prescribe.  Such 
a  <^'vhh  was  fast  approaching,  when 
J  iiri  s  Madison  assumed  the  reins  of 
g*>v  t  i  uraent ;  and  though  war  did  not 
break  out  immediately,  it  was  becoming 
evidmt  to  many,  that  war  must  come 
before  long.  We  shsll  endeavor  to 
narrate  succinctly  the  several  steps 
which  led  to  4he  second  war  with  Great 
Britain,  from  a  careful  consideration  of 
whicli  the  reader  will  be  able  to  judge 
for  himsielf  of  the  juerits  of  the  question, 
at  one  time  hotly  disputed,  viz.,  respect- 
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ing  the  necesuty,  the  justice,  and  the 
poli<^  of  this  war. 

Congress,  it  will  be  remembered,  just 
before  its  adjournment,  (see  p.  109,) 
determined  upon  the  measure  of  refus- 
ing all  commercial  intercourse  with  both 
Great  Britain  and  France.  At 
the  same  time,  it  was  declared, 
**ihat  the  president  of  the  United 
States  should  be  antborined,  in  case 
Mther  EVanoe  or  Great  Britain  shoold 
so  revoke  or  modify  her  edicts,  as  that 
they  should  cease  to  violate  the  neutral 
commerce  of  the  T^nitpd  States,  to  de- 
clare the  game  by  proclamation,  after 
which  the  trade  of  the  United  States 
might  be  renewed  with  the  govenmient 
so  doing." 

Ifr.  Bavid  M.  Enkine  was  the  Brit- 
ish minister  at  Washington  at  Una  date ; 
and  negotiations  were  carried  on  with 
great  activity  with  a  view  (apparently) 
to  the  arrangement  of  the  difficulties 
which  had  arisen  between  the  two  gov- 
emmeuta.  Ei-skine,  though  not  a  very 
able  diplomatist,  waa,  nevertheless,  sin- 
cerely deabrons  of  eflfeeiii^  an  aocom- 
modation;  and  he  had  received  such 
assurances  from  Messrs.  Smith,  Gallatin, 
and  Madison  himself,  before  his  inau- 
guration aa  president,  that  he  fully  ''v- 
pected  to  be  successful.  In  private 
conversations,  we  are  told,  Mr.  Gallatin 
had  even  contrasted  the  dispositions  of 
the  retiring  preudent  and  his  sncoessor ; 
showing,  thf^  wbilst  the  one  had  a  lean- 
ing in  fiivor  of  France  the  other  was 
most  inclined  to  the  alliance  of  Great 
Britain.  And  the  ambassador  had, 
along  with  Gallatin,  concerted  some 
jT'eneral  scheme  by  which  he  persuaded 
1  iumself  all  the  trouble  and  suspicion 
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pressing  now  so  heavily  on  both  coun- 
tiUB  would  b6  i*einoved> 

On  the  17ih  of  April,  Mr.  Enldne 
addressed  a  letter  to  tbe  secretary  of 
Gftate,  in  which  he  announced,  that  he 
had  received  instmctions  from  Mr.  Can- 
ning on  the  snlijecta  then  under  discus- 
sion between  the  two  nations.  Consid- 
erable latitude  was  allowed  to  Erskine, 
and  more  than  one  conrae  was  pomted 
out  to  the  United  States^  aa  satiaiEketory 
to  ihe  Biitiah  gOTenunmt  Bnt  certain 
conditions  were  imperatively  required, 
which  it  was  supposed  were  due' to  the 
honor  of  Britain,  without  infrinf^ng 
upon  that  justly  claiuied  by  America. 

Generally,  the  propceals  were ;  ships 
of  war  of  both  belligereuta  to  be 
equally  ezelnded  teom  the  American 
watos;  diaayowal  of  the  ordois  isened 
by  Admiral  Berkeley;  (but  no  other 
murk  of  displeasure  than  the  recall  to 
be  asked ;)  the  rentoration  of  the  men 
taken  from  fh^  Cliesaijc-ike,  and  also,  a 
proper  j)rovi.>5ion  f'or  the  families  left 
by  the  men  killed  on  board  her,  by  the 
attaek  of  the  Xieopurd ;  disavowaJ  by 
the  American  goYexmnent  of  the  pur- 
pose to  infringe  the  British  rights,  nA> 
tional  or  personal,  throughout 

ia09«  r  1  o 

the  whole  of  that  affair;  de- 
serters, who  were  Britlsh-bom,  to  be 
smTCndered  when  claimed;  the  recall 
of  the  "orders  in  council,"  if  the  re- 
taliatory acts  of  tiie  United  States  gov- 
ernment were  rescinded  in  fayor  of 
Great  Britain,  bnt  not  in  fwot  of 
BVanoe;  if  the  colomal  trade  which 
was  prohibited  in  time  of  peace,  were 
not  attempted  in  war  time:  and  if 
Britain  might  enforce  these  conditions, 
when  violated,  in  the  uaoal  way. 


The  result  of  the  interviews  and  cor- 
respondence betweoDi  Hr.  Erskine  and 
the  secretary  of  state,  appeared  in  the 
form  of  the  adoption  of  a  suggesticm 

made  by  the  British  government,  tc 
the  effect,  that, "  a  proclamation  for  the 
renewal  of  the  intercourse  with  Great 
Britain"  should  be  issued  by  the  presi- 
dent, his  majesty  l)eing  "willing  to 
withdraw  his  ordere  in  council," — and 
also  purposing  to  send  to  the  XTiuted 
States,  '^an  euToy  extraordinary,  in* 
Tested  with  full  powers  to  conclude  a 
treaty  on  all  the  points  of  the  relations 
between  the  two  countries."  On  the 
19th  of  April,  accordingly, — so  rapidly 
wftfl  the  negotiation  conducted — the 
proclamation  appeared,  announcing  the 
intended  witiidrawal  of  the  ofienatve 
"  orders,*  on  the  10th  of  the  following 
Jnne,  and  the  renewal  of  the  trade  wi^ 
Great  Britain,  on  the  some  day. 

The  news  of  this  arrangement,  as  we 
may  well  believe,  was  received  through- 
out tlic  Union  with  the  highest  degree 
of  gratification ;  and  the  general  exulta- 
tion furnished  decisive  evidence  of  the 
strong  dears  of  all  classee  of  penons 
to  be  at  peace  with  Great  Britain. 
Fresh  activity  was  roused  at  once,  and 
American  vessels,  in  unusually  large 
numbers,  gladly  ventured  forth  to  avail 
themselves  of  renewed  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  England. 

The  eleventh  Congress,  which  had 
been  snmmoned  for  a  spedal  seadon, 
in  coDseqoence  of  the  critieal  pomtion 
of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  ooontry, 
assembled  on  the  22d  of  May. 
The  federal  strength  was  a 
little  increased  by  tlie  late  elections; 
yet  the  republicans  tound  no  difficulty 
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ill  placing  Vamum  in  the  speaker's 
chair. 

Ur.  Madhon  eent  m  lib  menage  tiie 
next  day,  and  took  ocoarioii,  at  ihe  very 
opening  of  it,  "to  commnTiicate  the 
commencement  of  a  favorable  change" 
in  the  foreiirn  relations  of  the  United 
States.  Having  mentioned  the  nej^oti- 
atiou8  carried  on  with  Mi-,  ij^jkine,  the 
preddent  fbitiier  remazkied:  **'W]iile  I 
take  pleaaoie  in  doing  justaoe  to  ibe 
coim«Qa  of  his  Britannic  Majesty,  which, 
no  longer  adhering  to  the  policy  which 
made  an  aliandonment  by  France  of 
her  decrees  a  prerequisite  to  a  reroca' 
tion  of  the  British  orders,  have  sul> 
stituted  the  amicable  course  whic  h  haa 
issued  thus  happily ;  I  cannot  do  less 
iJian  TeHar  to  tbe  propoaal  hearetofege 
mado  on  tke  part  <tf  the  Umted  Staiea^ 
embracing  a  reatoraiion  of  the  sus- 
pended c<Hnmeice,  as  a  proof  of  the 
spirit  of  aecoramodation,  which  has  at 
no  time  been  intermitted,  and  to  the 
result  which  now  calls  for  our  congrai> 
ulations,  as  corroborating  the  principles 
by  whidi  the  publie  oonnishi  bare  been 
guided,  during  a  period  cf  tiie  most 
trying  embarrassments.  The  diacoD> 
tinuance  of  the  British  orders,  as  they 
respect  the  United  States,  having  been 
thus  arranged,  a  communication  of  tlve 
event  has  been  forwarded  in  one  of  our 
pubhc  vessels,  to  our  minister-plenipo- 
tentiary at  Paris,  with  instmctions  to 
wtSl  himB6]f  of  the  important  additkm 
thereby  made  to  the  eonaidenilioiia 
whieh  preaa  on  the  jnatice  of  the  French 
government  a  revocation  of  its  decrees, 
or  such  a  modification  of  t]?em  a'^  that 
they  shall  cease  to  viohite  the  neutral 
commerce  ot  the  United  States,  'ilie 


no 

revision  of  our  commercial  laws,  proper 
to  adapt  them  to  the  anangement 
which  haa  taken  plaee  with  Great  Brit- 
ain, will  doubtless  engage  the  early  at- 
tention of  Congress." 

The  president  also  informed  Congress 
that,  under  the  brightening  prospect 
of  afi'airs,  he  had  reduced  the  gunboat 
armaineut^  except  at  New  Oileaos,  to 
the  oonditfen  it  waa  to  be  in  during 
peace,  and  had  diachaiged  the  militia; 
and  he  suggested  Hie  proprialyof  mod- 
ifyiqg  the  Uwa  respecting  the  army  and 
navy  establishments!.  The  fortification 
of  the  sea-coaBt  waa  in  progress,  he  said, 
but  more  mouev  yvus  wanted  to  accom- 
plish  it.  The  protection  and  encour- 
agement of  '*tbe  aereial  branches  of 
maanftcfcora  which  had  been  recently 
intitiited  or  extended  by  the  laudable 
exertions  of  our  dtaaen^*  waa  recom- 
mended. It  was  a  matter  of  just  grat- 
nlation  that  "the  wholo  of  the  eie-ht 
per  cent,  stock  remaining  due  by  the 
United  States,"  had  been  "reimbursed," 
and  that  above  $9,500,000  had  been  in 
the  treasury  on  tiie  ffait  of  the  preced- 
ing month.  The  ftlliog  off  of  the  rev- 
enue from  ''the  suspension  ot  eocportB, 
and  the  consequent  decrease  of  import- 
ations," was  gently  touched  upon,  and 
a  hopeful  anticipation  of  the  following 
year  indulged  in.  ^Nothing  but  "  mat- 
ters particularly  urgent"  were  spoken 
o:^  and  both  "fidelity  and  alacrity"  in 
oo-operating  with  the  Houses  **fi>r  the 
wcdfioe  and  hsppinen  of  our  country" 
pledged  to  them. 

No  material  altecatioBB  wire  made 
in  the  laws,  nor  any  measures  of  partic- 
ular iniportimce  adopted,  during  this  ex- 
traordinary session,  which  lasted  only 
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five  weeks,  and  was  closed  on  the  20tli  of 
June.  Jolin  liandolph  and  the  section 
of  the  party  wbich  agreed  with  Mm, 
nuiaifcsted  oonsidenble  discontent^  and 
oppoeed  the  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion in  various  ways ;  but  tiie  general 
expectation  of  returning  peace  and  pros- 
perity seemed,  on  the  whole,  to  have 
produced  a  soothing  eflect  uj)ou  the 
deliberations  and  action  of  Congress, 

The  British  goTemment  was  not  at 
all  pleased  indi  the  condnet  of  its 
minister  at  Washhigton^  and  peremp- 
torily refused  to  caciy  into  effect  the  ar- 
rangement agreed  upon  by  Mr.  £rskine 
and  the  secretary  of  state.  It  was 
charged  upon  Mr,  Erslcine,  that  he  had 
exceeded  liis  instructions,  and  had  done 
so  kuowiugly,  and  in  contravention  of 
the  policy  <k  the  Biitidi  government. 
The  news  of  this  nnlooked  for  resnh 
reached  Amerieasoon  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  Congress,  and  Mr.  Ersldne  was 
compelled  to  discharge  the  unpleasant 
duty  of  announcing  that  his  govennnent 
did  not  a])prove  of  hb  conduct  in  the 
recent  negotiations.  The  president 
thereup<»a  had  tto  altematim  He  is- 
sued another  prodainalion,  August 
10th,  dedaiing  the  act  of  noointer- 
course  to  be  revived  and  in  full  effect. 
Mr.  Ei-skine  soon  after  returned  to 
England. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  ima^nne  the 
irritating  eftect  upon  the  community 
produced  by  this  sudden  dashing  of  the 
hopes  and  expeetations  of  oommerdal 
advantages^  **Free  trade  and  wbSIo^ 
ri^ts!"  was  an  cxclamatum  heard  on 
evoy  hand ;  the  impressment  of  our 
seamen,  and  the  violations  of  oxir  flag, 
were  discussed  and  denounced  vehe- 


niently  at  public  gatherin*rs ;  and  while 
the  aged  siies  gave  utterance  to  theii 
indignant  erase  of  wrong  and  ontrago, 
the  yoonger  men  stopd  by  in  dlenoe, 
their  eyes  flashing  with  responmve  fire, 
and  their  hearts  glowing  with  manly 
patriotism.  Had  the  president  then 
come  fonrard  boldly,  and  ])ut  the  con- 
test with  Great  Britain  to  the  issue  of 
the  sword,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  war  would  have  met  with  popular 
&vor  and  support  But  Ur.  Madison 
was  too  cantions  and  peaoe-lovii^f  to 
hasten  matters  and  preapitate  the  crisis 
which  was  evidently  not  far  distant; 
and  whatever  judgment  may  be  pro- 
nounced upon  his  policy,  it  Ls  but  right 
and  just  to  give  the  due  meed  of  praise 
to  the  purity  of  his  motives. 

The  federalists,  who  had  rejoiced  m 
the  prospects  of  rmewed  intercomse 
with  England,  and  had  boasted  of  the 
evidently  friendly  dispositions  of  that 
countty  towards  the  United  States,  were 
greatly  vexed  at  this  sudden  change  in 
international  relations;  and  they  ven- 
tured to  charge  upon  the  administration 
insincerity,  and  a  determination  not  to 
adjust  the  difScolties  between  the  two 
nalaons.  3&.  Dw^ht  expresses  the 
federalist  view  very  singly:  "Mr. 
Madison  had  just  entered  upon  the  of- 
fice of  president  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  Jefferson  had  left  the  government 
suiromided  with  difiiculties  and  embar- 
rassments. The  foreign  coninierce  of 
the  conntry,  nndw  the  systrai  of  emr 
bargo  and  non-intenxAirse,  was  de> 
gtrovcd,  and  all  ilie  various  branches  of 
domestic  indnsfary — agricultu- 
ral, mercantile,  and  mechanical 
— wexe  in  a  state  of  deep  depretsion 
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oar  idagiiation ;  and  Urn  oommimity  were 
beooming  veiy  Qneasy  nnder  priTatbiiSi 
trbich  were  not  only  nnneoenaiy,  but 

extremely  injurious  and  oppreanre. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  a 
stroke  of  good  policy  iu  him,  at  his  en- 
trance upon  the  duties  of  chief  magis- 
trate, to  excite  popular  feeling  in  favor 
of  his  admim8tTaiion,and  nothmg  wotdd 
Iw  more  likely  to  prodnseanoh  an  efl^t, 
ihan  the  adagAam  of  meaavreB  whicli 
would  relieve  the  nation  from  the  mill* 
tiplied  evils  of  the  restrictive  policy. 
And  it  required  no  extraordinary  de- 
gree of  foresight  to  discern,  that  if  such 
an  arrangement  as  was  contemplated 
vith  Mr.  Erskine  should  be  accom- 
plished, it  would  be  ooordiailly  wele<Hned 
thioagbont  the  country,  and  render  the 
nev  diief  mag^atrate  universally  popu- 
lar. At  the  same  time,  if  the  arrange- 
ment should  be  rejected  by  the  British 
government,  whatever  the  cause  for  re- 
fnsinir  to  ratify  it  might  be,  it  couhl 
hai'dly  faii  to  raise  a  spiiit  of  resent- 
ment in  the  United  Statea,  of  a  propor- 
ticmate  extent  with  the  gratifitiation 
which  the  adjustment  had  e»dted.^ 
It  is,  perhspBi  hardly  necessary  to  say, 
that  the  republicans  scouted  this  charge 
as  botli  uujiist  and  without  any  solid 
foundation.  At  the  same  time,  a  num- 
ber of  the  supporters  of  the  adminis- 
tration held  the  Tiew,  that  the  policy 
of  tiie  execntiye  waa  too  Inkewazm  and 
too  conciliatory  towards  England,  and, 
as  we  have  said  above,  war  at  that 
date  would  have  met  with  general  ap- 
probation. 
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Early  in  October,  llLr.  Jadkaon  aiv 
lived  in  the  United  Statea  aa  ancoeaaor 
to  "Mr,  Enikine.  He  was  a  diplomatist 
of  some  standing,  and  had  served  re- 
cently in  the  mission  at  Denmark,  the 
rcvsult  of  which  had  been  the  ^gpg^ 
seizure  of  it.s  entire  fleet  by 
Great  Britain,  (September,  1807;)  and 
he  appeared  to  hm  ooane  to  America 
with  rather  exaggerated  notions  of  his 
own  importance,  and  with  a  diqxMtion 
to  act  superciliously  towarda  the  gov- 
ernment. At  first,  there  were  several 
personal  interviews  between  Mr.  Jack- 
son and  Mr.  Smith,  the  secretary  of 
state;  but  the  latter  soon  afterwards 
sent  the  British  envoy  word,  that  all 
farther  diacosaiooa'' were  to  be  in  *^  the 
written  form.*  Mr.  Jackaon  protested 
against  this  coorae  of  procednre,  and  it 
speedily  became  evident  from  the  tone 
and  temper  of  the  correspondence,  that 
no  favorable  result  was  to  be  expected. 
Both  sides  were  vexed  and  disappointed ; 
and  when  J^Ii'.  Jackson  insinuated,  that 

there  waa  a  aort  of  coUnaion  between 
the  American  government  and  Mr.  Ei»> 
kine,  it  was  determined  at  once  that  no 
further  intercourse  could  be  held  with 

a  minister  who  liail  tlnis  insulted  the 
executive  of  the  United  States.  An 
account  of  Mr.  Jackson's  course  was 
transmitted  to  the  British  government, 
and  not  long  after  he  waa  re^ed; 
though  it  was  evident  that  hia  conduct 
waa  not  disapproved  at  home. 

Onr  limits  do  not  admit  of  dwell- 
ing upon  the  aggravation  of  political  ex- 
citement, tlip  criminations  and  recrini!- 
nations,  the  personal  alironts  ofVered  to 
Mr.  Jackson,  the  unwarrantable  pro- 
cedure on  hia  part  in  addressing  a  ci> 
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cular  letter  to  the  British  consuk  in  the 
TJmted  States,  Trndicating  bis  conne  m 
the  recent  n^fofaatioii ;  th^  are  well 
worthy  the  atudent's  consideration,  not 
80  much  for  their  intrinsic  importance, 
as  because  of  their  connoct'ion  with  the 
progress  of  the  disputes  with  England 
which  resulted  in  the  war  of  1812. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  a  week 
earlier  than  usual,  Congress  aaaembled 
aecording  to  adjournment  Hie  next 
day  the  ptrandent  eent  in  his  meMge, 
which  is  worth  noticmg,  as  it  exhibits 
the  great  change  which  a  few  months 
Iki  I  hrousrlit  about  in  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  country.  Having 
mentioned  the  failure  of  the  negotia- 
tion with  Mr.  Erskine,  and  the  course 
pursued  hy  his  sneeesBor,  the  president 
went  OIL  to  say:  *The  comspondenoe 
between  the  department  of  state  and 
this  minister  will  show,  how  un^en- 

  tiiilly  the  features  presented  in 

its  commencement  have  been 
varied  in  its  progre&s.  It  will  f*}iow 
also,  that,  forgetting  the  respect  due  to 
&n  goveionienfes,  he  did  not  refindn  fifom 
imputations  on  this,  which  required  that 
no  fbrlher  comnraniestioos  should  be 
received  from  him.  x\.nd  it  would  in- 
dicate a  want  of  confidence,  due  to  a 
government  which  so  well  undrr^tnnds 
and  exacts  what  it  becomes  foreign  min- 
isters to  bIiow  it,  not  to  infer  that  the 
misconduct  of  its  own  representative 
wiU  he  viewed  in  the  same  light  in 
which  it  has  heea  regarded  hers." 

"  "With  France,  the  other  belligerent," 
eontinned  Mr.  Undison,  whose  tres- 
passes on  our  commercial  nghta  have 
long  been  the  subject  of  our  just  remon- 
strances, the  posture  of  our  relations 


does  not  correspond  with  the  measures 
tsk«i  on  the  part  of  ib»  United  States, 
to  elfeet  a  ftvorahle  change."  And 
again; — "By  some  of  the  other  bellig- 
erents, although  profeasmg  just  arid 
amicable  dbpositioiLs,  injuries  materially 
aflectincr  our  commerce  have  not  been 
duly  controlled  or  repressed.  In  these 
cases,  the  iuterpocdtious  deemed  proper 
on  our  part  have  not  heen  onutted. 
Bnt  it  weU  deserves  the  considerstioa 
of  the  legishtee,  how  hat  hoth  ihe 
safety  and  the  honor  of  the  American 
flag  may  be  consulted,  by  adequate 
provisions  against  that  collusive  prosti- 
tution of  it  by  individuals,  unworthy 
of  the  American  name,  which  has  so 
much  favored  the  real  or  pretended 
suspicions,  under  which  the  honest  oom- 
meroe  of  their  feUow-dtixens  has  suf- 
fered." 

The  proadent  also  called  the  atten- 
tion of  Congress  to  the  state  of  the  na- 
tional defences;  recommended  the  "  giv- 
ing to  our  militia,  the  great  bulwark  of 
our  security,  and  resource  of  our  power, 
anorganiaation  thehest  adapted  toeven-> 
tasl  flitoations,  for  which  the  United 
States  ought  to  he  prepared;"  assnred 
the  House  that  no  loan  had  been  found 
necessary,  but  that  a  deficiency  in  the 
revenue  for  the  ersu'.ncr  rear  was  to  be 
expected;  and  coucluded  his  message 
with  words  of  encouragement  and  con- 
gratulation: "In  the  midst  of  the 
wrongs  and  vexattons  ^leriaiced  from 
external  causes,  there  is  mnch  ro<nn  for 
congratulation  on  the  prosperity  and 
happiness  flowing  fix>m  our  situation  at 
home.  Tlic  bloasing  of  health  has  never 
been  more  nniveT>!il.  ^flie  fruits  of  the 
seasons,  though  in  particular  articles 
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and  districts  short  of  tlieir  usual  redan* 
dancy,  are  more  tlum  suffioiait  fbr  oor 
wants  and  our  comforta.  The  ftce  of 

oar  conntiy  everywhere  presents  the 
evidence  of  laudable  enterprise,  of  ex- 
tensive cai>Ital,  and  of  durable  improve- 
ment. Ill  a  cTiltivation  of  the  materials, 
and  the  exteasion  of  useful  manufac- 
tures, more  especially  in  the  general 
application  of  honsdidld  fiibticfl,  we 
beihold  a  rapid  dimmiition  of  ovr 
pendenoe  on  foreign  suppBes.  Nor  is 
it  unworthy  of  reflection,  that  this  rev- 
olution in  our  pmnniits  and  habits  is  in 
no  slight  degree  a  consequence  of  the 
impolitic  and  arbitrary  edictsi,  by  which 
the  conteniling  nations,  in  endeavoring, 
each  of  them,  to  obstruct  our  trade 
mih  the  other,  have  so  &r  abridged 
our  means  of  pcocortng  the  prodnetioDs 
and  mami&ctiires  of  whicli  our  own 
arc  now  taking  the  place.  KecoUectiuc; 
always,  that  for  every  advantage  which 
may  contribute  to  distmcrni?^h  onr  lot 
from  that  to  which  othei-j?  are  doomed 
by  the  unhappy  spirit  of  the  times,  we 
are  indebted  to  thaifcBinne  Fh>T]denee 
whose  goodness  has  been  so  remarkably 
extended  to  tfaift  rising  nation,  it  be- 
comes us  to  cherish  a  devout  gratitude, 
and  to  implore  from  the  same  Omnipo- 
tent source,  a  blessing  on  the  consulta- 
tions and  measures  about  to  be  under- 
taken for  the  welfare  of  onr  beloved 
country." 

In.  the  Senate,  asflries  of  resolutions 
oflfered  by  Mr.  Giles  were  passed  with 

much  unanimity,  and  the  coarse  of  the 
admimstration  in  respect  to  the  Brit- 

hh  negotiation,  waJ5  approved  in  strong 
terms.  The  Ilouae  took  up  the  qno'^- 
tioo,  and  after  sharp  debate,  contmued 
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for  more  than  three  weeks,  agreed  to 
the  resolutions  by  a  vote  of  seventy-two 
to  forty-one.  The  offiwiding  BritMh  en« 
Yoy,  as  we  have  said,  wsa  so<m  after 
recalled,  but  his  conduct  met  with  no 
censure  at  home,  and  no  apology  was 
offered  to  the  Araei-iean  government, 

Mr.  Macon,  in  behalf  of  the  commit- 
tee of  foreign  relations,  reported  u  bill 
which  prohfl>H«d  all  British  and  French 
▼essds  firom  entering  any  port' of  the 
United  States,  and  Ihe  importation  of 
goods  from  either  country,  unless 
brought  directly  from  England  or 
Prance;  and  which  also  jnnA-ided  for 
the  discontinuance  of  these  prohibitions 
whenever  those  nations  ceased  to  vio- 
late neutral  commerce.  The  Senate- 
disagreed  to  this  bill  when  it  was  sent 
up  to  that  body  by  the  House^  and  as 
neither  branch  was  willing  to  g^ve  way, 
the  bill  was  lost.  Subsequently,  the 
Senate  concurred  with  the  House  in 
providing  that,  in  case  either  Great 
Britain  or  France  should,  before  the  8d 
of  March,  1811,  revoke  its  edicts  in 
violation  of  the  rights  of  neutrals,  the 
president  dmuld,  by  prodaraation,  de- 
clare the  fiMsts;  and  if  &e  other  nation 
did  mot,  within  three  months  thereafter, 
pursue  a  like  course,  the  act  interdict- 
ing commercial  intercourse  was  to  be 
re\dved  against  such  nation. 

Few  acta  of  general  importance  were 
passed.  The  law  for  detaching  a  hun< 
dred  "diousand  men  from  the  militia 
was  oontinued;  and  there  were  acts 
passed  for  taking  the  third  census;  and 
for  the  creation  of  a  loan  for  the  pay- 
ment of  t li e  J )ublic  debt.  Mr.  Randolph 
])roved  himself  veiy  active  in  examin- 
ing into  financial  and  economical  c^aes* 
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iwm;  Bod  an  attempt  was  made  to 
fasten  upon  "Mr.  Galli^  tlie  eecretary 

of  the  treasmy,  ohargee  of  corruption 
in  the  department  over  which  he  pre- 
piMed  with  signal  nihility.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  session,  Mr.  Gallatin,  under 
instnictions  from  the  IIoub©, 
presented  a  detailed  report  of 
the  extent  and  eondition  of  the  domes- 
tic mann&etnres  of  the  XTnited  States* 
We  may  mention  in  this  ooonectioii, 
as  of  general  interest,  that  tiie  total 
value  of  the  manufactures  of  the  Union 
was  estimated  at  $127,700,000.  Nearly 
$39,500,000  of  this  sum  consisted  of 
textile  goods,  of  cotton,  silk,  wool,  fiax, 
and  hemp.  Manufactures  of  hides  and 
skinswere  valued  at  nearly  $1S,000,000; 
distilled  and  fomented  liqnois  of  all 
kindSi  at  above  $16,500,000;  mann&c- 
tores  of  iron,  at  aljove  $14,250,000; 
with  alcove  $;G,000,000  worth  of  instru- 
ments and  machinery.  The  articles 
raamifactnred  from  raw  materials  pro- 
duced in  the  country,  were  in  excess  of 
the  home  demand,  and  were  exported 
to  ft  small  amount  yearly;  as  were  one 
or  two  articles,  such  as  eards  for  diess- 
iqg  wool  and  cotton,  and  cnt-nuls,  which 
were  made  by  means  of  machines  in- 
vented Ijy  Americans.  In  another  large 
cljLss  nf  Tr.fjniifaotures,  such  as  tc.vtilc 
goods,  iiut*,  iope-«i,  ironware,  gloiiij, 
liq^uora  ferment^id  and  distilled,  etc., 
the  home  supply  was  gradually  approx- 
inuding  the  amount  oi  the  demand, 
and  the  quantity  required  by  importa- 


*  For  Ilcnry  Clsy's  active  and  zealous  efRjrts  in 
behalf  of  Amrrican  industry,  and  his  labors  towards 
Mteblishing  "the  American  System,"  u  it  is  called, 
we  must  refer  to  his  biognpl^,  wban  he  noaiTM  the 
due  meed  of  praisa 


tion  was  eontinxially  decreasing.  This 
was  especially  the  case  with  cotton, 
linen,  and  woolen  goods,  which  had 
been  much  more  attended  to  since  the 

Enropean  war  had  enhanced  both  the 
prices,  and  the  trouble  of  procuring 
them  from  Great  Britain  imd  France. 

Of  the  varied  proposals,  arising  from 
the  discnfln<m  on  the  report  presented 
by  Mr.  Gallatin,  no  one  was  adopted ; 
the  opposing  interests  of  the  di&rmt 
parts  of  the  Union  insuxing  ^e  rejec- 
tion of  some,  whilst^  in  respect  of  oth- 
ers, no  practical  Bcheme,  suited  to  tlie 
circumstances  of  the  country,  could  be 
devised.  A  plan  respecting  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States,  whose  charter 
was  abont  to  expire,  was  partially  de- 
bated, and  then  postponed  to  the  suc- 
ceeding sesaon  of  Congress.  On  the 
last  day  of  the  session,  the  select  com- 
mittee reported  rosj)Cctini:^  the  conduct 
of  General  Wilkinson  in  connection 
with  the  schemes  of  Aaron  Burr  and 
the  Spanish  poesessions  in  the 
soutL  The  subject  was  post* 
poned  until  the  next  seaman;  and  on 
the  1st  of  May,  after  sittbg  more  than 
five  months,  snd  accomplishing  almost 
nothing  towards  sustaining  the  honor 
and  the  rights  of  the  nation,  Congress 
adjourned. 

Napoleon  had  resented  the  non-inter- 
course act  of  Mai-ch,  1809,  and  his  re- 
ply to  the  measures  of  Congi-ess,  and 
the  representations  addressed  to  him 
through  General  Armstrong,  was  a  new 
decree,  dated  at  Rambouillet,  on  the 
23d  of  March,  1810,  aimed  especially 
at  American  commerce.  Nearly  a  lmn« 
dred  and  fifty  vessels,  belonging  to  cit. 
izens  of  the  United  States,  which  had 
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been  captured  hy  French  sbipfl^  toA 
were  wmlabg  toial,  were  condemned 
at  one  swoops  end.  the  proceeds  of  the 
sale  of  them  ordered  to  Ibe  placed  to 
a  particular  account  in  the  iTuperial 
trcjisnry.  And  at  the  same  time  every 
American  vessel  entering  any  port  in 
the  possession  of  France,  was  declared 
con&cated. 

After  this  outrage,  which  was  taken 
Tery  meekly  by  the  American  govem- 
ment)  Napoleon  thought  it  better  not 
to  push  mattfira  in  a  wrong  direction ; 
and  sOj  skilfully  availing  himself  of  the 
terms  of  the  conditions  on  which  the 
non-intercourse  act  was  suspended,  he 
announoed  to  the  goTemment 
of  the  TTnited  States,  early  in 
August,  the  recall  of  the  "  decrees"  of 
Berlin  and  MlUuq,  on  the  Ist  of  Novem- 
b*^  following,  provided  that  the  British 
"  orders  in  coanoil"  should  also  Ite  rr>- 
voked,  or  the  United  States  should 
**  cause  their  rights  to  be  respected  by 
the  EnglMi*"  IBa  nuniater,  the  Dnke 
de  Gadoie,  in  liie  eommunication  to 
General  Annstrong,  also  indulged  lmn> 
self  in  language  which  it  is  hard  to  teU 
whether  it  is  more  ridiculous  or  inso- 
lent. "  It  is,"  he  said,  "  with  the  most 
particular  satisfaction,  sir,  that  I  make 
known  to  you  this  determination  of  the 
emperor.  His  majesty  loyes  the  Amer* 
icana.  Ilieir  prosperity  and  fheir  com- 
meree  are  within  the  aoope  of  his  pofiey. 
The  independence  of  America  is  one 
of  the  principal  titles  of  glory  to  France. 
Sinf^e  that  epoch,  the  emperor  Ls  pleased 
in  aggrandizing  the  United  States ;  and 
nnder  all  circumstances,  that  which  can 
contribute  to  the  independence,  to  the 
prosperity,  and  the  liberty  of  the  Amer- 


icans, the  emperor  will  connder  as  conr 
formable  with  the  interests  of  his  em- 

pire." 

Afr.  Pinkney,  immediately  on  being 
informed  of  the  declared  revocation  of 
the  Berlin  and  Milan  decree.^,  endeav- 
ored to  induce  the  British  govcrmiK  ut, 
to  Ibllow  the  example  of  F^moe.  But, 
influenced  by  pique  as  much  as  by  prin* 
dplSi  it  refosed  to  aooepi  any  thing 
short  of  an  unconditional  and  immedi- 
ate revocation  of  those  "  decrees."  In 
vain  did  Mr.  Pinkney  press  the  sub- 
ject, and  offer  full  proof  of  his  asser- 
tions :  reply  was  evaded ;  and  the  Amer- 
ican minister,  after  long  and  fruitless 
efforts,  deaned  it  incnmhent  on  him  to 
pat  an  end  to  lus  Buadon.  He  aoeord' 
mgly  had  his  andienee  of  leave  on  the 
28th  of  February,  1811,  and  SOOn  after 
returned  to  the  United  States. 

The  president,  foniiding  in  Napole- 
on's a«!surance  on  tlie  subject  of  the 
"  decrees,"  issued,  on  the  2d  of  Novem- 
ber, a  proclamation,  declaring  that  in* 
teroouTse  with  France  was  thenceforth 
renewed ;  and  on  the  10th,  Great  Brii* 
ain,  still  holding  out  in  her  refoaal  to 
rescind  the  orders  in  council,  the  presi- 
dent issued  another  proclamation  inter- 
dicting all  commercial  intercoui-se  with 
England.  We  are  sorry  to  say,  that 
subsequent  events  served  to  prove  that 
Napoleon  had  not  acted  ingenuously  in 
this  matter;  and  early  in  tike  Mowing 
veai-,  he  declared  that  the  decrees  of 
Berlin  and  Milan  were  the  fundamental 
laws  of  the  empire.  Official  notice 
vras  also  given,  that  no  remuneration 
or  redres,s  was  to  be  expected  for  the 
extensive  plundering  of  American  ships 
by  French  armed  vesseb. 
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A  new  element^  meanwhile,  was 
added  to  the  present  perplexed  condi- 
tion of  fifTaii-s,  by  the  i)r(\sidoiifs  au- 
tliori/.ing  Gnvernor  CLiiborne 
to  tal^e  jKJ^session  of  tlie  Baton 
Kougo  District,  and  to  annex  it  to  the 
Territory  of  Orleans.  Tbk  was  done 
in  ooiise(^uence  of  the  inhabitanta  of 
West  Florida  luwing,  in  September, 
declared  themaelTes  indep^dent  of 
Spain,  and  proposed  to  be  aimeiced  to 
the  United  States.  The  government 
preferred  the  course  which  waa  adopted, 
leaving  the  title  to  be  settled  by  nego- 
tiation. It  can  be  no  matter  of  sm-- 
prbe,  l^t  Et^aad,  now  tlie  ally  of 
Spmn  againat  Eranoei  took  ibu  proced- 
ure on  the  part  of  ihe  United  States 
with  very  ill  grace,  and  looked  upon 
it  as,  in  part,  a  blow  aimed  at  herself. 
And  we  can  believe,  that  she  endeav- 
ored to  carry  out  her  policy  towards 
the  United  States  with  frasli  alacrity 
and  zeal,  and  that  the  aonoying,  insnltp 
ing  and  ontrageons  oondnot  of  the  oom- 
mandeiB  of  her  ships  of  war  stationed 
before  the  principal  harbors  of  the 
tTnited  StateEt^  met  with  her  entire  ap> 
probation. 

Congress  assembled  on  the  5th  of 
December,  and  the  president  sent  in 
his  second  uuiiual  message  on  the  same 
day.  The  state  and  oon^tioiL 
^^^^  of  the  foreign  relations  of  the 
Union  ooonpied  the  prindpal  share  of 
the  president's  attention  in  this  able  pa- 
per. He  informed  Congress  of  the  re- 
sult of  the  measures  thus  far,  in  regard 
to  England  and  France ;  spoke  of  the 
depredations  upon  our  commerce  by 
licentious  cnusers  under  the  Danish 
flag ;  and  set  forth  briefly  the  reasons 
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which  induced  him  to  take  posBeanon 

of  the  territory  west  of  the  Perdido. 

The  country  generally,  Mr.  Madison 
stated,  gave  evidence  of  substantial  and 
increasing  prosperity.  "To  a  thriving 
agriculture,"  he  went  on  to  say,  "  and 
the  improvements  related  to  it^  is  added 
a  highly  inta«stmg  extoasion  of  useful 
maniififiKitiiTeB,  the  combined  prodnet 
of  professional  occi^tions  and  of 
honaehold  industry.  Snch  indeed  is 
the  experience  of  economy,  as  well  as 
of  policy,  in  these  substitutes  for  sup- 
plies heretofore  olitained  by  foreign 
commerce,  that,  iu  a  national  view,  the 
change  is  justly  regarded  as,  of  itself, 
more  than  a  recompense  for  those  pri* 
vations  and  loves,  resulting  from,  for* 
eign  injustice,  which  furnished  the  gen- 
eral impulse  required  for  its  accomplish- 
m<'iit,  ITow  far  it  may  be  expedient 
to  guard  the  infancy  of  this  improve- 
ment in  the  distribution  of  labor,  by 
regulations  of  the  commercial  tarifl^  is 
»  subject  which  cannot  fail  to  suggest 
itself  to  your  patriotie  reflections." 

The  establidunent  of  a  national  uni- 
versity was  also  recommended,  "  by  the 
consideration,  that  the  additional  in- 
struction emanating  from  it  w  ould  con- 
tribute not  less  to  strengtbeu  the  found- 
ations, tliau  to  adoru  the  sti'ucture  of 
our  free  and  happy  system  of  govern^ 
ment»  Among  the  c(nnmereial  abuses,** 
continued  the  president,  still  commit- 
ted under  the  American  flag,  and  leav- 
ing in  force  my  former  reference  to  that 
subject,  it  appears  that  American  citi- 
zens are  instiMunental  in  carrying  on  a 
traffic  in  enslaved  i\fricans,  equally  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  humanity,  and 
in  defiance  of  those  <^  their  own  ooun- 
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try.  Tbe  same  just  and  benevolent 
motives  vvliicli  produced  the  interdic- 
tion in  force  against  this  criminal  con- 
duct, w  ill  doubtless  be  felt  by  Congress, 
in  devising  farther  means  of  sappressing 
the  eviL" 

FortifkiBtioiui)  the  armorieB,  the  mi- 
litia^  the  corps  of  en^eera,  and  the 

military  academy,  were  next  spoken 
of.  It  was  stated,  tliat  a  lesser  loan 
than  was  authorized  had  been  contracted 
for  the  payment  of  three  millions  and 
three-ijuartei-a  of  the  public  debt,  and 
that  after  meeting  all  the  current  ex- 
penses of  the  goveramenti  indading 
the  interest  on  the  debt,  there  was  a 
helance  of  two  nuUions  of  dollars  ex- 
pected in  the  treasury.  And  for  other 
matters  the  hends  of  departments  were 
referred  to,  and  supplementary  com- 
munications were  promised. 

The  occupancy  of  West  Florida  gave 
rise  to  earnest  debate  in  Gongreas ;  and 
irhmx  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory 
of  Orleans  petitioned  to  be  admitted 
as  a  state  into  the  Union,  the  federal- 
ists most  strenuously  resbted  the  meas- 
ure on  constitutional  ground?.  Josiah 
Quincy  took  the  lead  in  tlic  House 
uguiu^t  the  admi&iion,  and  on 
the  14th  of  January,  delivered 
an  able  e^XMition  of  the  views  of  New 
England  agaiDst  the  preponderating  in- 
fluence which  the  formation  of  new 
southern  states  would  ^re  to  that  por- 
tion of  the  confederacy,  and  avowed 
sentiments  and  views  which  startled 
the  meml)ei"j^  aa  much  by  their  bold- 
ness as  their  cogency.  "I  am  com- 
pelled to  declare  it  as  my  ddibeiate 
opinion,"  said  Mr,  Qdncy,  '^that,  if  this 
Wa  passes^  the  b(mds  of  this  Union  tte 


virtually  dissolved :  that  the  states, 
which  compose  it  are  free  from  their 
moral  obligations  j  and  that  it  will 
be  the  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  some  to  prepare,  definitely,  for 
a  separation:  amicably,  if  they  can, 
violently,  if  they  must." 

The  speech  of  Bl^;  Qoincy  was  long 
and  forcibly  argued:  at  its  close,  he 
thus  expressed  himself,  in  terms  which 
the  reader  will  look  upon  with  interest, 
in  view  of  what  the  progress  of  events 
during  forty  years  since  has  brought  to 
pasi:  ^New  states  are  intended  to  be 
formed  beyond  the  Ifiasissippi.  There 
is  no  limit  to  men*s  imaginations  on 
this  subject,  short  of  California  and 
Colundna  River.  When  I  said  that 
the  bill  would  justify  a  revolution  and 
would  produce  it,  I  spoke  of  its  prin- 
ciples and  its  practical  consequences. 
To  this  principle  and  those  conse- 
quences,  I  would  call  the  attention  of 
this  House  and  nation.  If  it  be  about 
to  introduce  a  condition  of  things  ab» 
solutely  insupportable,  it  becomes  wise 
and  honest  men  to  anticipate  the  evil; 
and  to  warn  and  prepare  the  people 
against  the  event.  I  have  no  hesitation 
on  the  subject.  The  extension  of  this 
principle  to  tlie  states  contemplated 
beyond  the  Ifisosappi,  cannot,  will 
not,  and  ooght  not  to  be  borne.  And 
the  sooner  the  people  contemplate  the 
unavoidable  result,  the  better;  the 
more  likely  that  convulsions  may  be 
prevented;  the  more  hope  that  the 
evils  may  be  j)alliatfld  or  removed.  . 
I  oppose  this  bill  from  no  animosity  to 
the  people  of  New  Orleans;  but  from 
the  deep  conviction,  that  it  contains  a 
principle  inoompatihle  witii  the  liber 
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ties  and  safety  of  my  oonntry.  I  have 
no  concealment  of  my  opinion.  The 
bill,  if  it  passes,  ia  a  death-blow  to  the 
Constitution.  Tt  may,  afterwards,  lin- 
ger ;  but  liugeiiug,  it8  fate  will,  at  no 
very  distant  period,  be  eoasmnmatoGL" 

Despite  Mr.  QniiM^  ugency  aod 
vaticinations  of  evil,  the  bill  finally 
passed  by  a  large  majority. 

The  raost  important  subject  which 
cnmo  >if  ff >re  Congress  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  was  that  which  relat<;d  to 
the  renewal  of  the  charter  of  the  Bank 
of  the  United  States.  The  4th  of 
March,  1811,  was  tlie  limit  of  its  chaav 
ter,  and  the  atockholden  and 

1811*  • 

friends  of  the  corpoiation,  la- 
bored earnestly  for  an  eztenflion  of  its 

existence.  Mr.  Gallatin,  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  on  being  applied  to  by 
the  committee  of  the  Senate,  presented 
an  able  report,  iu  wiiicii  ixe  siiowed 
conelnaiydy,  tbat,  as  a  bank,  its  affidrs 
**]iad  been  iriaely  and  akilCally  man- 
aged." The  eapital  stock  of  the  bank 
was  $10,000,000;  it  held  $8,500,000 
of  deposits,  some  placed  in  its  hands 
by  i^vemment,  more  by  private  indi- 
viduals ;  and  it  had  issued  $4,500,000  of 
notes.  On  the  other  hand,  $  1 8,030,000 
were  owing  to  it,  mainly  good  debts  we 
may  suppose ;  in  its  Taolta  were  stored 
up  $5,000,000  of  specie ;  and  its  builds 
ings  and  the  land  they  stood  on 
had  cost  them  something  less  than 
$500,000,  and  were  worth  at  \e.mt  that 
So  that  there  wiw  "  a  balance  for  con- 
tingencies" of  above  $500,000  dollars. 
The  secretary  proposed,  not  only  to  re- 
new the  charter,  but  that  its  capital 
should  ultimately  be  increased  to 
$80,000,000.  Ami  he  specified  oertam 
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conditions,  which  he  thought  should  be 
attached  to  the  renewjil,  for  he  admit- 
ted that  there  were  weighty  "objec- 
tions" to  the  continuance  of  the  institu- 
tion, under  its  exibtiug  charter. 

Early  in  January,  the  select  commit* 
tee  of  the  Hons^  1^^.  Bnnrell,  of  Yir> 
^nia,  bmg  chairman,  reported  a  bQl 
for  the  renewal  of  the  charter.  On 
the  IGth,  the  bill  was  tiiken  uj)  in  com 
mittee  of  tlie  whole,  and  a  long  and 
animated  debate  ensued.  Eui-well,  Ma- 
con, Porter,  and  others,  opposed,  Fiske, 
Key,  Garland,  etc.,  advocated 
therenewaL  The  speedies  were 
able  on  botli  sides;  and  the  motbn  of 
Mr.  Bunrell,  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion, prevailed  by  a  vote  of  fifty-nine 
to  f  >rty-«ii?r.  On  the  24th,  the  whole 
suJ>ject  wjis  indefinitely  postponed  by 
a  vote  of  sixty-five  to  sixty-four. 

The  committee  of  the  Senate,  iMr. 
Crawford,  of  Virginia,  being  chairman, 
inlxodneed  a  bQ],  on  the  5th  of  Febrop 
aiy,  for  tiie  renewal  of  the  charter.  An 
anuuated  debate  sprang  up  on  a  motion 
made  by  Mr.  Anderson,  of  T(  uuessee, 
to  strike  ont  the  first  section.  IVIr. 
Crawford  ably  defended  the  constitu- 
tionality and  expediency  of  the  meas- 
ure, and  indignantiy  repelled  the  chaige 
of  apostasy  made  against  hun  by  the 
nHSbet  democratic  Senators.  He  was 
warmly  supported  by  Eichard  Brenf^ 
of  Virginia,  and  John  Pop^  of  Ken- 
tucky, belonging  to  the  gfime  party; 
and  by  James  Lloyd  and  Tiniotli y  Pick- 
ering, of  Ma.«i^achusetts,  and  Jolni  Tay- 
lor, of  South  Carolina.  In  opposition 
to  ihe  renewal  of  the  charter,  Henry 
Clay  distinguished  lumsel^  as  did  also 
Messrs.  Giles  and  Samud  Smith.  Hie 
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question  wa^  taken  on  the  20tli  of  Fel> 
rnaiy,  and  result<  d  iu  a  tie  vote,  of 
Beventeen  to  seventeen ;  Messrs.  Jiloyd,  i 
Pickering,  and  Brent  voting,  in  0|j^M>si- 
tion  to  ibe  instructions  of  tiie  le^alfir 
tares  of  Masaacluisetts  and  Villoma,  in 
fiwor  of  the  liill  The  Senate 
thus  equally  divided,  the  vice-president, 
George  Clinton,  alleging,  as  the  ground 
of  his  course,  the  want  of  power  in 
Congi-ess  to  estahlisli  a  national  Lank, 
gave  the  casting  vote  for  striking  out 
the  first  section  of  the  bilL 

This  xeemlt  was  brought  about  in  a 
measure,  by  strong  party  fedbg.  A 
irioleot  prejudice  existed  in  the  public 
nund  agunst  the  bank,  and  with  many 
it  was  snfficiont  to  condemn  it,  that  it 
had  oriirinally  l)een  chartered  by  the 
federalists.  The  pi*ess  wfw  vigorous 
and  unmeasured  in  iis  assanlts, 
and  fearful  abase  was  heaped 
upon  the  democratic  members  of  Con- 
gress  who  &vored  the  coutinaanee  of 
the  bank.  "The  influence  of  state  honks 
was  also,"  as  Pitkin  oljserves, "  brought 
to  bear  on  tlie  great  question  then  be- 
fore Couirress;  and  when  it  is  consid- 
ered, tliat  the  number  of  those  banks  ; 
had,  at  that  time,  increased  to  nearly  ] 
mnety,  located  in  most  of  the  states, 
with  a  capital  of  more  than  $50,000,000^ 
Iheir  influence  could  have  had  no  in- 
confflderaljle  weight.  With  this  union 
of  ideas  and  interests  against  the  bank, 
it  is  not  st!  iTi  '-o  that  the  charter  grautr 
ing  it  shoidd  lie  suffered  to  expire." 

Mr.  Gallatin,  in  hU  redpou.se  to  tlic 
call  of  the  Senate  oommittse,  had  stated, 
that  unkss  the  diarter  were  renewed, 
government  must  resort  to  the  stats 
banks,  and  that  he  could  but  prefer  for 
Vol.  JlL—n 
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its  monetary  transaction?,  such  a  cur- 
T  f  ncy  -US  a  national  ])ank  alone  could 
su[)]>iy,  to  that  supplied  by  local  banks, 
whoiie  credit  could  not  be  general,  and 
whose  notes  might  in  consequence  vary 
in  worth  in  difi^rrat  parts  of  the  Union. 
And  Mr.  Eidce,  of  New  York,  in  adycv 
eating  the  renewal  of  the  charter,  urged, 
with  much  force,  that  trouble  would 
certainly  arise  out  of  any  attempt  to 
use  the  state  ]>ank8  for  the  pnrpo.se.s  of 
the  goveniinent.  I'he  revenue  collected 
in  each  sUite  must  be  given  to  one  bank 
inthatstate  or  divided  amongstthon  aU. 
**If  one  is  sdected,  all  the  rest  beccnne 
jealous  and  dissatisfied,  and  exert  their 
capital  and  influence  against  the  foTOr* 
ite  bank,  and  its  patron  the  govern- 
ment. Tlib  will  awaken  a  spirit  of 
faction  as  yet  unknown.  If  all  are 
gratified,  the  government  must  then 
open  separata  acooonts  with  all  tiie  dif- 
ferent banks  in  Ihe  ooantry,to  the  nam- 
h&e  of  fifty  or  sixty,  and  new  oompi^ 
nies  will  be  fonned  to  divide  the  busi- 
ness and  share  the  profits.  Indeed,  if 
this  course  is  adopted,  there  will  be  no 
end  to  the  scenes  of  speculation  and  in- 
trigue !" 

Argument  and  entreaty  were  alike 
equally  Tain.  Not  even  a  temporary 
extension  of  the  bank^  existence  was 
allowed ;  and  after  a  finiitiess 
eflbrt  to  obtain  a  charter  from 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  the 
struggle  was  given  uj),  and  tlie  allairs 
of  the  bank  were  placed  in  the  hands 
of  tra^tee^s  in  order  to  biing  them  to  a 
final  settlement. 

Doling  the  month  of  February,  an 
obstinate  and  flay  debate  arose  and 
was  kept  up  on  the  non-mteroourse  act, 
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in  irhicll  various  measures  were  pro- 
posed against  Great  Britain  unil  France. 
The  sittings  wore  often  protracted  be- 
yond mi'liiight,  and  not  only  tlie  niem- 
Ik.'i-s  of  Congress,  but  the  whoh-  (■<.mii- 
try  took  a  deep  interest  in  tlie  rcnult. 
The  vacillating  and  inwdious  course  of 
the  fVendi  government^  and  tbe  pwaost- 
ency  England  m  enforong  her  lawless 
edicts  and  regulations  against  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  kept  alive 
the  irritation  and  exeitement  in  tlie 
community,  and  greatly  aggravated  t  lio 
violence  of  party  assaults  and  recriini- 
nations.  As  Laving  reference  to  the 
appeal  to  ansa,  which  many  saw  clearly 
most  be  made  soon,  the  preindent  was 
anthoTJzed  to  negotiate  a  loan  of 
$6,000,000 ;  and  it  was  felt  quite  gen- 
erally, that  all  further  expedients  would 
prove  inefficient. 

On  the  27th  of  February,  Mr.  Jot  l 
liarxuw  was  aj^pointed  minister  to 
France,  in  place  of  Creneral  Arm3tix)ug, 
who  had  l>eeQ  recalled  at  his  own  re- 
qnest.  In  England,  the  interests  of 
our  country  were  entrusted  to  Jonathan 
AoBsell,  as  cAor^rt?  d'aj^'aire^^  Mr.  Pink- 
ncy,  as  above  stated,  ]i:\viTii>  rotnrned 
to  the  United  States.  Both  these  gen- 
tlemen labored  dilifj^ently,  but,  we  are 
Bony  to  say,  with  very  little  succe;*8  in 
eadeavcnii^  to  obtain  justice  and  right 
from  the  governments  to  which  they 
were  accredited.* 

Congress  terminated  its  bu!*y  session 
on  the  8d  of  March,  1811 ;  and  great 


*  The  Uiird  mam  of  the  Uoitcd  SUtos  gure  tbe 
fbnowing  nmlt:  nanilMr  of  free  wUtM,  6,869^078; 

numl^r  of  Blares,  1,191,364;  all  oflins,  cxoq>t  Indi- 
ans not  taxed,  Id0,d77;  nudung  a  total  population  of 
7,S8S,814w  • 
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and  well  founded  anxiety  was  felt  in 
every  direction,  as  to  what  next  should 

be  done  in  the  then  position  of  affaii-s. 

Soon  !ift<>r,  a  rencontre  happened  on 
tbe  walci'.  wliidi  roused  the  feelinsrs  of 
the  ])eople  to  a  high  pitch  of  patriotism 
and  eagerness  for  battle  with  England. 
Ever  since  the  disgracefhl  attack  on  the 
Chesapeake,  the  officers  of  the  navy 
seem  to  have  lonired  for  an  op- 

.   .  1811 

portnnity  of  wiping  out  what 

they  oon^iderod  tlio  >tigma  on  the  ser- 
v'u't'  1)\  that  allkir,  and  tlie  whole  mari- 
tinje  iuvcc  of  the  nation  wsw  kept  at 
home.  The  English,  says  Cooper,  "  in- 
creased their  cruisers  on  the  American 
coast,  in  proportion  as  the  Americans 
themselves  did,  thoagh  their  vessels  no 
longer  lay  off  the  harbore,  impressing 
men  and  detaining  ships.  It  was  sel- 
di^n  tliat  aBriti>h  enii>or  wa^  now  seen 
near  (he  land,  the  i;o\ cmuient  inobably 
cautioning  its  commanders  to  avoid  un- 
necessary exhibitions  of  this  sort^  with 
a  view  to  prevent  collisions.  StiU  they 
were  numerous;  cruised  at  no  great 
distance :  and  by  keeping  xip  constant 
communications  between  Bermuda  and 
IIn1if:(\-,  iniiy  1)0  5«fiid  to  ]iav(>  intercppt- 
ed  nearly  every  sliip  that  j)assed  from 
une  hemispheiv  to  tlie  othei'." 

It  was  early  in  May,  when  word  was 
brought  to  Commodore  Bodger?.  on 
board  the  President,  forty-fi>nr,  ^  ^  ^  ^ 
that  a  man  had  been  impressed 
from  an  American  brig  l)y  an  English 
vessel  of  war,  oft*  Sandy  Hook.  The 
President  wa*  promptly  juit  in  readi- 
ness to  inquire  into  the  facts,  and  on 
the  16th  of  May,  at  noon,  made  a  sail, 
about  six  leagues  from  the  laud,  to  the 
sonthward  of  New  York.  It  was  soon 


THE  TWO  YEARS  PRECEDING  THE  WAR. 


Digrtized  by  Google 


Ob.  VI] 


THE  PRESIDENT  AND  THE  IHTLE  BELT. 


181 


perceived,  by  the  squareness  of  her 
yai  Jtj  and  tiie  symiaetry  of  lier  build, 
that  she  was  a  vesael  of  war;  and  tlie 
American  frigate  stood  for  heis  with 
the  intention  to  ^cet  within  hail  At 
two,  p.  M.,  the  President  set  her  broad 
pennant  and  ensign.  The  stranger  now  ! 
made  eevenil  signals,  but  finding  they  ' 
were  not  afiswered,  he  wore  and  ^tond 
to  southward.  Chase  was  given  di- 
rectly, and  between  seven  and  eight  in 
the  evening,  the  Prendent,  bringing  u]> 
on  the  weather  bow  of  the  stranger, 
hailed,  "What  ship  is  thatT  The 
English  vessel,  which  }i;id  tlie  nppenr- 
ance  of  a  small  frigate,  did  not  iinswer, 
but  hailed  in  return.  After  ii  sliort 
pause,  a  second  hail  waa  given,  when 
the  strange  veesel  fired  a  gun,  which 
entered  the  main*maat  of  the  Presi- 
dent Of  course  this  led  to  firing  in 
retnm,  and  the  comparative  strength 
of  the  two  ship  was  speedily  tested. 
The  President's  antagonist  was  crippled 
very  soon,  and  then  condescended  U) 
answer  the  hail  which  was  I'onewed. 

Satisfied  that  lus  late  opponent  was 
disabled,  and  having  no  desire  to  do 
more  than  was  already  accomplished, 
Comraodoro  Tlodgers  gave  the  name 
of  his  own  ship,  wore  round,  and  run-  j 
ning  a  short  dist:uiec  to  leeward,  he  « 
hauled  by  the  wind  again,  with  ii  vitw 
to  remain  nigh  the  English  vesk^l  during 
the  night.  The  President  kept  lights 
displayed,  in  order  to  let  her  late  an- 
tagonist know  her  position,  and  wore 
several  times  to  remain  near  her,**  At 
the  dawn  of  day,  the  President  sent  a 
boat,  with  the  first  lieutenant,  to  offer 
service?,  if  any  were  required.  The 
stranger  proved  to  be  his  Britauiiic 


inajepty'Hi  s}ii[»,  Littlf  Belt,  eighteen, 
Captain  Binghaia.  IShe  had  suffered 
severely,  thirty-one  bebg  killed  and 
wounded;  the  Preadent,  on  the  other 
hand,  had  received  no  injury,  and  only 
one  of  the  crew,  a  boy,  was  wounded. 
Tile  Little  Belt  declining  all  assLstancc, 
tlie  sliips  parted  company,  and  returned 
to  their  res]>ective  harbors. 

Mr.  Cooper  enlai-ges  upon  this  occur- 
rence, its  merits,  the  feeling  which  was 
aroused,  etc.  The  Engli^  asserted 
that  the  President  was  the  aggressor ; 
but  it  seems  to  us  clearly  established, 
that  the  Little  T?elt  fired  first,  and  per- 
sisted in  the  unequal  contest.  Captain 
Bingham's  .-u'count  whs  generally  ac- 
credited in  England,  and  it  served  to 
increase  the  ill-Ming  that  was  already 
very  strong.  At  home,  Commodore 
Eodgers  was  sharply  censured  by  a 
considerable  partjr,  and  his  reputation 
suffered,  from  this  cause,  no  doubt)  very 
serious  injury.* 

Our  navnl  historian  rehites  another 
incident  which  is  worth  quoting  here, 
as  illiKtratiug  the  state  of  feeling  in 
tiie  8f»^e  at  the  time.  *^Not  long 
after  the  meeting  between  the  ^^^^ 
President  and  the  Little  Belt, 
the  United  States,  forty-four,  bearing 
the  broad  pennant  of  Commodore  De- 
catur, fell  in  with  the  Eurydiee  and 
Atalanta,  Bi-itish  sliips,  otl'Ncw  York; 
and  while  the  commanders  were  hail- 
ing, one  of  the  seamen  of  the  former 
vessel,  (United  States,)  in  carelessly 


•  Cooper's  "Jfatal  JfUfory,"  vol  ii.,  pp.  25-S& 
Mr.  a  4iaamam  qdH*  ftilly  IIm  "«eiNnl  priodpW 

involved  ia  Ihe  case  of  the  President  and  the  Little 
BdL   Uis  ranarits  mto  well  worthy  examinatioa 
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handling  the  lanyard  of  his  lock,  fired 
a  gun  *  The  reader  will  leani  in  tliia 
fact|  the  high  state  of  preparation  that 

tlicT!  pv-'Viiilcd  in  an  Americnn  mnn-of- 
war ;  the  lock  Imving  been  cockci],  aiul 
every  thing  in  perfect  readiness  to  com- 
mence an  actiurj  at  a  moment's  notice. 
Happily  both  parties  were  cool  and 
discreet)  and  proper  explanations  hay- 
ing been  maiie,  the  English  commander 
was  entirely  satii^fiorl  that  no  insult  or 
assault  was  intonded." 

Mr.  Foster,  the  newly  appointed 
British  minister,  arrived  in  the  United 
States,  in  June,  and  speedily  entered 
upon  his  dntiea  Long  and  important 
oorrespondence  «uraed^  in  which  it  was 
evident  that  Great  Britain  wa^  not  yet 
prepared  to  recede  from  the  stand  she 
had  taken,  and  deal  ju.^tlr  and  rightly 
with  America.  Keparation  was  oli'ered 
for  the  attack  on  the  Ch^'apealce,  by 
which  the  act  was  to  be  formally  disa- 
vowed, the  men  taken  from  the  ship 
were  to  be  restored  again,  and  peconi- 
ary  proviaon  was  to  be  made  for  the 
families  of  the  killed  or  wonnded. 
After  some  delay,  the  proposal  was 
agreed  to.  Bnt  with  rej^pect  to  the  vi- 
tal qne.'^tions  which  sprang  out  of  the 
orders  in  council,  and  the  claim  to  im- 
pressment, Mr.  Foster  was  not  at  lib- 
erty, even  if  disposed,  to  afford  satis- 
fiictbn.  These  odious  and  insnltiDg 
orders  and  claims  continued  to  be  en- 
forced, and  the  nation  was  rapidly  vei^ 


*  Thk,  s.iys  Mr.  CooprT,  Tvas  thp  excuse  of  the  man. 
Cwumtxlon}  Dt-catur  U^liered  that  the  gun  was  fired 
inlanfiaiall^  by  its  cKpUin,  with  a  tiew  to  bring  on 
aa  engapcnifnt.  So  plrong  was  the  feeling  of  the  tm- 
Qien  of  tiio  iky,  timt  mot  an  occurrence  is  highlj 


ing  to  the  point  of  arm^  resistance 
against  England.  Dispatehes  from 
abroad  showed,  that  not  less  than  twen- 
ty-six vessels  had  l>een  condemned  in 
the  court  of  admiralty,  and  that  others 
were  about  to  share  the  same  fate.  All 
the  evils  of  war  nearly,  had  already 
fallen  i^n  the  XTnlted  States;  while 
Inland  was  enjo^g  the  advantages 
of  war,  withont  the  cost.  In  fact,  as  it 
was  estimated,  her  cruisers  had  captured 
nine  hundred  American  vepsel?,  since 
the  year  1803.  "  She  had,  at  this  epoch,** 
as  Mr.  Dallas  forcibly  states  in  his  Ex- 
position, "  impressed  from  the  crews  of 
American  merchant  vessels,  peaceably 
navigating  the  high  seas,  not  less  than 
six  thousand  mariners,  who  claimed  to 
be  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
who  were  denied  all  opportunity  to 
verify  their  elaiirw.  She  had  seized 
and  c()nfi.s(;ated  tlie  commercial  j)roperty 
of  iVuierican  citizens  to  an  incalculable 
amount.  She  had  nnited  in  the  enoiv 
mities  of  France  to  declare  a  great  pro* 
portion  of  the  terraqueous  globe  in  a 
state  of  blockade ;  chasing  the  Ameri- 
can merchant  flag  effectually  from  the 
ocean.  She  had  contem]ituou«ly  disre- 
garded the  neutrality  of  the  American 
territory,  and  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
American  laws,  within  the  waters  and 
harbors  of  the  Umted  States.  She  was 
enjoying  the  emolmnents  d  aearreptl> 
tiouH  trade,  stained  with  every  species 
of  fraud  and  corruption,  which  gave  to 
the  belligerent  powers  the  advantage3 
of  peace  while  the  neutral  jMjwei-s  wn  e 
involved  in  the  evils  of  war.  She  had, 
in  short,  usurped  and  exercised  on  the 
water,  a  tyranny  similar  to  that  which 
her  great  antagonist  had  nsnrped  and 
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ezerdeed  xtpaa.  the  land.  And  amidst 
all  tliese  prooft  of  ambition  and  ava- 
rice,  she  toianded  that  the  vktimH  of 
lipr  iLHirpationf^  and  Tier  violence  sliould 
rcvci  c  lu  r  as  the  sole  defeuder  of  the 
rii;lit><  ;ui(l  liberties  of  iiiankind.'** 

It  may  well  be  believed,  that  in  such 
a  state  of  affiura,  the  ezaq)anktcil  ]>eo- 
ple  looked  with  anzioiis  ooneem  to  the 
approaching  sesBOOiL  of  Congress,  and 
the  damor  for  war  was  inereased  in 
every  part  of  the  Union,  with  the  ex- 
ception perhaps  of  the  larger  jviT-t  <tf 
New  Juigland.  Mr.  jMadison 
was  indisposed  to  extreme  meas- 
ures, and  his  cabinet  were  somewhat  at 
variance  with  each  other.  Mr.  Smitii 
and  Mr.  Gallatin  did  not  harmonize, 
and  the  president  j)referred  to  part  with 
the  fonner,  who  resigned,  and  James 
Monroe  tool:  the  post  of  sccrctnrj^  of 
state, in  Noveiid)er.  William  Pinkney 
ako,  buou  alter,  bucceeded  Rodney  as 
attorney-general. 

In  ad^tion  to  the  causes  already 
pointed  ont  as  leading  to  difficolties 
iriih  Gmt  Britain,  there  were  others 
which  tended  to  the  srni.t  i  csult.  The 
British  government,  from  the  position 
of  Canada,  and  the  facilities  which  it 
enjoyed  in  consequence,  paid  much  at- 
tention to  the  enlibtiag  the  Indian 
tribes  in  favor  of  the  quarrel  which  it 
was  urging  forward  with  the  United 
States;  and  there  is  every  reason  to 
conclude,  that  British  emissaries  were 
Actirely  engaged  in  fomenting  dissen^ 


*  Dallas's  "  JZrposUioa  the  Cauttt  and  Ckarae- 
Ur  «fth»  LnU  Ww       Gnat  JBHtetR,"  pp.  47,  48. 

Tilts  alily  vviittt-n  ti-act  is  now  rarely  to  be  met  with: 
it  was  {irintcd  at  Philadelphia,  in  April,  1816 }  8Ta, 
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nons  and  oomplaintB  which  emted 
among  the  Indians  in  the  north-west. 
The  rapid  progress  of  the  white  men's 

settlements,  the  narrowing  of  the  hunt- 
ing-grounds, the  introduction  of  the 
white  men's  spirituous  liipioi-s,  and  the 
hke,  had  led  to  serious  troubles  on  va> 
rions  oooAaions,  and  the  tribes  in  the 
nortibrwest  had  fieqnently  been  eon- 
cemed  in  robbmg  and  mnrdering  the 
settlers  in  the  vicinity. 

General  Harrison,  governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Indiana,  liad  made,  in 
1809,  a  purchase  of  valnalde  land 
from  the  Miami  Indians  on  the  Wa- 
bash Biver.  The  sale  of  this  tract 
gave  great  offence  to  Tecnmseh,  a  Shaw- 
nee (^ef,  whose  ambition  led  him  to 
aspire  to  the  lead^nhip  of  the  western 
tiiljes,  and  whose  superior  abilities  fit- 
ted him  for  that  tmk  which  the  noted 
Pontiae  (vol.  i.,  p.  2r>0)  liad  striven,  fifty 
years  i)reviou-sly,  to  aceuinplish ;  we 
mean,  a  confederacy  and  organized 
union  of  the  Lidlans  to  repel  tiie  for- 
thw  advances  of  the  white  men.  In 
August,  1810,  Tecumseh  and  his  war- 
riors met  General  Harrison  in  council 
at  Vincennes,  which  residted  In  nothing 
Tint  incre;Lsed  excitement  and  a  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  Tecumseh  and 
his  twin-bi-other,  the  prophet,  a  crafty 
impostor,  to  proceed  to  extremities. 

In  the  spring  of  1811,  the  frontier 

inhabitants  became  seriooidy  alarmed 

at  the  prospect  of  Indian  ou^vges, 

which  seemed  to  be  on  the  in- 

....  1911 

crease  ;  and  at  their  solicitation, 

General  Harrison  resolved  to  move  to 
waids  the  prophet's  town,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Tippecanoe  and  Wabash 
Biven,  with  a  body  of  Kentucky  and 
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Indiana  militia,  and  tlio  fourth  United 
Stfltos  recjiment,  nndor  Colonel  Boyd, 
to  denKiiid  satist'uctlon  uf  tlie  ludians, 
and  to  ])ut  a  stop  to  their  threatened 
Boetilities.  His  expedition  was  made 
early  ia  Kovember.  On  his  approach 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  prophet's 
town,  the  principal  chiefs  canio  out 
with  ofters  of  pence  and  submission, 
and  reqiio-^tod  Harrison  to  nicunp  for 
the  night;  but,  as  lie  suspected,  thi^ 
was  only  a  treacheix)us  artifice.  At 
four  in  the  monung,  the  camp  was  fii- 
rioody  assailed,  and  a  bloody  contest 
ensued,  the  Indians  were  however 
repulsed.  The  loss  on  the  port  of  the 
Americans  was  sixty-two  killed,  and 


one  hundred  and  twenty-eix  wounded 
n  still  erfater  number  fell  on  the  side 
of  ttio  1  r*l  men.  In  fact,  tht^  was  one 
of  the  mo.-»t  desperate  and  linnlly  con- 
tested battles  ever  fouglit  with  tiie  In- 
dians. Tecumseh  was  not  present,  and 
the  prophet  occupied  himself  in  conjit 
rations  on  an  eminence  not  far  o%  but 
out  of  danger.  Harrison,  having  de- 
stroyed the  projilu't's  town,  and  estab- 
Il'^lied  forts,  ret unietl  to  Vincenn&s,  and 
received  high  praise  foi-  his  success- 
ful  conduct  of  the  expedition  * 


*  S«o  Brmckenridge's  "  llUlory  of  the  LaU  War^ 
pp.  83-26 ;  and  Drake's  "  HutoiT/  and  BltftrnfUf  ^ 
th*  IndianM  ^  ITorA  Amtrieot'*  pp.  SIS-M; 
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CHAPTKll  VII. 
1811-1812. 

OPENING    OF   THE  WAR. 

« 

AaMmbUng  of  Coogrca*  on  (be4tli  of  NoTcmbar — Henry  Cloy  elected  openker  — The  praident'*  iMMgk— Ab* 
Mftot  of  ita  eoDtenti'— Warlike  mfararea  rewired  upon  l>y  the  Dinjority  —  Report  and  r«aohit}ont  of  Uio  eon- 

mittcc  on  foreign  reUtiiii)''  —  1  lie  iMi:iU-  on  the  reMltUiont  —  Tlie  position  of  tin-  {'icrident  not  ogre«iblo  — 
Urtmaation  of  the  ruling  r"''tj  —  Cunung  of  tbo  tbcaire  ia  Kiehmood,  Virpaia  —  QuMtiona  relating  to  tbe 
finaiKnil  eoodltian  of  tbe  cotmliy  in  rcapeet  to  war— Uoannrca  adopted— The" Xfeniy  plu^—RuMelTa  da- 
^wi1<-)if-i  fmiii  T.MrnliMi  —  Eiiilinrp'i  lai.l  fi<r  niri.-t\'  ■luy'*  —  Oihrr  \  '])U  of  a  wnrlike  tendency  —  I...i;i-i.ina  admit- 
ti  i!  n?  a  hUU  iuW  Ujc  Union  —  iKnili  uf  (  linti.fj,  the  Tiee-pru«iilent  —  Foreign  afTaini — l5.ulow'»  Inbon 

iii  I'ruace — Tronblc«in  Eii'jlninl  •  -  IVidtei's  SvtU  r  to  Monroe— Die  criwa  renched  —  Uadhon'*  war  ine8»ge,  in 
full — Beport  of  oommittee  of  loreiga  relaiiona  on  tbo  maaiagie — Sabataaee  of  the  report— Debate  eanicd  on 
iHth  doacd  doom— BOI  paaicd  ia  tbe  Iloaw  and  tbe  Senate-  Approred  by  the  pr«l^eiit— The  act  deebr* 
iugirar  — The  president's  proclamation  — AddrcM  nf  tlio  mlnorily  in '\>iit;t.-fa  to  tlnir  c<institu.  iii.-i — Otlicr 
acta  of  Coogreia— Ratio  of  reprcaentatioo— Cloie  of  the  long  Miiion  —  iVodamntion  cf  tbe  president  nppoiut- 
Ing  •  daj  of  faatiag  and  pnjrer.  Armaa.  n»  CtaamE  VU.  Addreia  of  the  nlnoil^  to  Ce«greaa  to  tbab 


In  consequence  of  the  unsettled  and 
ciitical  condition  of  our  forcii^'u  rela- 
tiona,  the  preeident,  hy  proclamation, 
in  July,  summoned  Congress  a  month 
earlier  than  osual;  and,  on  the  4th  of 


November  that  body  assembled  in  the 
city  of  Wadiington,  ready  to  entei  ear* 
neatly  upon  the  important  duties 
trusted  to  their  charge.    The  elections 
had  resulted  decidedly  in  favor  of  the 
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admiiuatmition,  and  tbe  democratic  paiv 
fy  felt  itself  strong  enough  to  venture 
upon  more  enocgetic  measni-es 
tliiin  as  yet  Loett  deemed 
pnitlcnt.  lleury  Clay,  who  now  made 
his  liist  appeanmce  m  the  House,  and 
was  an  aidt-nt  supporter  of  the  repub- 
lican view8,  was  elected  speaker  by  a 
leige  vote  over  Mr.  Bibb|  whom  the 
more  moderate  men  of  the  party  de- 
meA.  to  have  placed  in  the  chair. 

On  the  following  day,  the  jHresident 
Bent  in  his  third  annual  mo^^nt^p,  in 
which  he  entered  quite  at  large  into 
the  imjK)rtant  questions  at  that  time 
agitating  the  nation.  He  expressed 
himself  disappointed  at  the  comae  pmv 
aaed  by  the  British  govemment^  who, 
not  creditii^  the  revocttiim  of  Napo- 
leon^s  decreets,  had  refused  to  rescind 
tiie  orders  in  council,  and  had  pressed 
with  additiona]  severity  the  enforce- 
ment of  these  odious  regiilations.  He 
further  spoke  of  "  the  uuiVieudly  spirit" 
evinced  by  the  British  authorities,  who 
had  threatened  '^measorea  of  retalia- 
tion" for  the  continuance  of  the  non- 
importation act,  and  declared,  that 
demnil^  and  redress  for  other  wrongs 
have  continued  to  be  withheld,  and  onr 
coasts  and  the  months  of  our  harbors 
have  again  witncs.^cd  scenes  not  less 
derogatory  to  the  dearest  of  our  na- 
tional righta  than  vexations  to  the  reg- 
ular course  of  our  trade.^  The  affiur 
Off  the  President  and  the  little  Belt 
appropriately  followed  this  statement. 

With  rcispcct  to  Fram  e,  tlie  president 
said:  "The  iustice  and  liiirness  which 
had  been  eviuced  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States  towards  France,  both 
before  and  sbce  the  revocation  of  her 


decrees,  anthoriised  an  expectation  that 
her  government  would  have  followed 
up  that  measure  by  all  such  others  as 

were  due  to  our  reasonable  claims,  as 

well  n«?  dictated  by  its  amicable 
professions.  No  proof,  liowever, 
is  yet  £riven  of  an  intention  t<.)  repair 
the  other  wrongs  done  to  the  United 
States ;  and  pai-ticulaily  to  restore  the 
great  amount  of  American  property 
Biased  and  condemned  under  edicts, 
which,  though  not  affecting  our  neutral 
relations,  and  therefore  not  entering 
into  questions  between  tbe  United 
States  and  other  belligeieuts,  wei-e 
nevertheless  founded  in  such  unjust 
principle^  that  the  reparation  ought  to 
have  been  prompt  aivl  ample.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  and  other  demands  of 
strict  right,  on  tiiat  nation,  the  Umted 
States  have  much  reason  to  be  dissatis- 
fied with  the  rigorous  and  unexpected 
restrictions,  to  which  their  trade  with 
the  French  dominions  has  been  sub- 
jected ;  and  which,  if  not  discontinued, 
will  require  at  least  corresponding  re> 
stnctions  on  unportotionB  from  SVance 
into  the  United  States.* 

With  the  other  powers  of  Europe, 
the  relfitions  of  the  United  States  con- 
tinued on  a  friendly  footing. 

Tn  speaking  of  the  "ominous  indica- 
tions' which  required  the  executive  to 
take  measures  foe  providing  for  the 
general  security,  the  president  informed 
Congress  of  the  progress  of  the  cossfe 
defences,  and  the  putting  of  part  of  the 
gunboats,  the  navy,  the  regulars,  and 
the  militia,  into  active  use;  the  latter 
in  Indiana  chiefly,  on  account  of  the 
menacing  combination  ut  the  Indians 
there  under  Tecnmseh  and  the  prophet. 
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Urging  Vfoa  the  national  lepr'islature 
"  tlie  duty  of  pnttiiig  tiie  United  States 
into  on  armor  and  an  attitude  deinanded 
by  the  crisis  and  corresponding  to  the 
national  spirit  and  expectations,"  he 
recomnKJiided  aiku^uate  provisions  iu 
men^  sliips,  and  all  the  mateiiak  of 
warlike  preparations,  and  for 
appropriatioiis  Bnitable  to  the 
omeigracy.  laws  to  regulate  the  mer- 
cantile marine,  and  suppress  smuggling, 
were  also  called  for.  The  finances  were 
said  to  be  iu  a  favorable  condition. 
The  receipts  duiing  the  year  had  been 
over  $13,500,000,  which  had  enabled 
tihe  goTernment  to  meet  its  earrent  Ua- 
bilitiesi  indnding  interest;  and  to  can- 
cel more  than  $5,000,000  of  the  public 
debt.  In  conclusion,  he  assured  the 
Houses  of  ]m  "deep  flense  of  the  cri- 
sis," and  his  confidence  in  a  happy  i*^ue 
from  it,  by  the  co-operation  of  their 
faithful  zeal,  and  "the  blessing  of 
HeaTffli  (A  onr  beloved  oonntry,  and 
on  all  the  means  that  may  be  employed 
in  vindicating  its  rights  and  advancuig 
its  welfare." 

The  calm  and  deliberate  tone  of  the 
president's  message  fell  short  of  laeet- 
ing  the  excited  state  of  temper  and  dis- 
position of  the  majority  in  Congress ; 
and  the  democratic  membeiB,  from  the 
south  and  vest  eq}eciaUy,  detenmned 
to  lay  aside  inactivity  and  indedaon, 
and  to  adopt  warlike  measures  towards 
England. 

Eiirly  in  December,  the  committee 
on  lureiizn  relations,  tlirough  .Mr.  Peter 
li.  Porter,  their  chairman,  brought  in 
their  report  upon  the  president's  mes- 
sage. The  report  was  clear  and  dedded 
in  its  views  of  the  position  of  affidis  and- 


the  action  required  at  the  hands  of 

Congress.  Six  resolutions  were  recom- 
mended :  1st.  To  fill  up  the  ranks;  of  the 
present  military  establishment  by  the 
aid  of  a  bonntv.  2d.  To  raise 
an  additional  force  of  ten  thou- 
sand men  by  the  like  means.  8d.  To 
authorise  the  president  to  accept  the 
services  of  fif^  thousand  volnnteera. 
4th.  To  give  like  authority  to  order 
out  such  detachments  of  militia  as  the 
public  service  may  rerpiire.  5th.  To 
cause  tlie  j>ublie  vessels  not  now  in  ser- 
vice to  be  fitted  out  immediately.  6th. 
To  permit  merchant  ships,  owned  and 
navigated  wholly  by  American  etti2»nS| 
to  arm  in  sdf-delence. 

A  long  and  earnest  debate  sprang  up 
upon  these  resolutions,  in  which  Ban*' 
dolph,  Calhoun,  R.  M.  Johnson,  Macon, 
and  ()tliei>;,  took  an  active  part,  'i'he 
first  five  were  adopted  by  large  major- 
ities, and  the  sixth  was  laid  upon  the 
table;  thus  eviden(»ng  that  war  was 
expected,  if  not  called  for,  by  most  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States.*  Sim- 
ilar strong  feeluig  was  exhibited  in  the 
Senate,  in  diwcnaaing  the  measures  ne> 


As  ft  matter  worthy  of  rccunl.  wc  may  men  lion 
here,  that  on  tho  30lh  of  Dccciiit/cr,  both  Houpps  of 
Congress  resolved  to  wear  inouniing  for  a  inonlh,  ia 
order  to  testify  their  deep  tjmpMlj  with  the  people 
of  Riclimnnd,  Virginia,  in  conKcqucnce  of  tho  pad  ca- 
lamity tluit  fallen  upon  tliem  on  the  26th  in.st.  On 
that  eTcning,  tho  theatre,  beiog  mj  full  of  spectabna, 
took  Gre,  and  in  the  panic  which  ensued  oearly  seventy 
lives  were  lo>st  Among  thoee  thus  suddenly  removed 
out  t>r  this  world,  were,  Mr.  Smith,  Iho  governor  of 
Virginia,  Mr.  VcnaUe^  formed;  ft  member  of  the 
IIoitf«,  and  a  number  of  other  p«non»  of  distinction. 
Tho  Monumental  (Episcopal)  Church  was  erected  on 
tho  site,  and  an  inKcription  on  tho  monuoumt  briefly 
but  forcibly  tcUs  tho  tale  of  tlM  ftarftil  blew  which 
then  CiB  upon  the  oit7  of  BklimoDd. 
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eesBuy  under  tiie  ezistiiig  state  of  af- 
ildl&  Mr.  Foster,  the  British  minister, 
addressed  Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  Itth  of 
December,  defendinij  tlie  course  of  his 
government;  to  wliicli  comniimication 
an  answer  was  returnml,  by  the  pocre- 
tary  of  state,  on  the  14th  of  January, 
1812,  and  the  convidi<»i  was  expressed, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  see  any  thing 
in  the  condnct  of  Ikiglaad  bnt  a  de- 
termined hostility  to  ^e  rights  and  in> 
twests  of  the  United  States." 

The  position  of  the  president  was  far 
from  asjreeable.  He  was,  as  Ave  liave 
previously  intimated,  constitutionally 
averse  to  war,  and  neither  by  ability 
nor  «q»erience  well  adapted  to  be  at 
the  head  of  affidis  hi  times  of  oom> 
motion  and  excitemeTit  snch  as  war 
would  produce.  His  cabinet  were  not 
agreed  with  hira  on  the  expcrliency  of 
hostilities,  at  that  date  and  in  view  of 
all  the  eirennistAnc^:  and  no  one  of 
them  seems  to  have  been  fitted  for  the 
onerous  dnties  whidi  would  devolve 
npen  them  in  the  BYent  of  war.  The 
policy  of  tiie  party  had  slways  been 
o]  )]  tosed  to  the  navy  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  army ;  and  no  preparation  had 
been  TTm<lf  to  enter  upon  a  contest  with 
a  nation  so  jwwprfnl  in  both  navy  and 
army  as  Great  Britain.  The  finances 
were  in  no  condition  to  meet  the  ex- 
p&meB  ci  war;  tozes  were  odioos,  and 
it  would  be  roinous  to  the  party  to  pro* 
pose  them ;  the  presulentiul  election  was 
approaching,  and  Mr.  Madison  desired 
to  follow  ill  tlio  st"ps  of  predwesfor 
and  be  re-electinl  to  c»ffice ;  ami  so,  as 
we  have  said,  his  ijutsitioii  wjis  far  from 
agi  ceablc,  and  seemed  to  grow,  day  by 

day^  more  end  more  perplexed  and  mn 
Vol.  Ill— ia 


comfortable.  While  he  was  hesitating 

and  holding  back  about  the  war,  he  wsa 
waited  upon  by  some  of  the  more  ar- 
dent democrat.-*,  who  sip^nificantly  as- 
sured him,  that  lie  must  make  up  his 
mind  on  this  point,  or  that  the  party 
would  be  very  likely  to  supersede  him 
by  elevating  De  Witt  Clinton  to  the 
prend«itial  chair.  Mr.  Madison  gave 
way,  and  consented  to  accede  to  tiie 
widies  of  the  war  party,  and  to  en> 
deavor  to  carry  forward  the  stn^lgle 
with  energy-  and  success. 

The  question  whence  the  means  were 
to  be  derived  for  eanying  on  the  war 
was  one  of  no  httle  difficulty.  Mr. 
Gallatin,  though  not  favoring  the  war 
at  that  time,  waB  nevertheleBs  called 
upon  to  devke  the  means  of  providing 
the  sinews  of  war.  In  view  of  the  cir- 
cumstances in  wTiich  the  TJnited  States 
were  then  placed,  it  was  far  from  easy 
to  see  a  clear  way  of  raising  any  sum 
beyond  what  was  requisite  for  the  ordi- 
nary expenses  <^  government.  But 
here  was  ihe  army,  increased  by  the 
enlistment  of  twenty  thousand  m^  to 
find  money  for;  here  were  fifty  thou- 
sand volunteers,  or  as  many  within  that 
limit  as  could  be  obtained,  to  be 
equipped  and  supj>ortt'd  ;  here  w;i.s  a 
share  in  the  cost  of  furnishing  and  or- 
gani^ng  a  hundred  thousand  miUtia- 
mw:  here  were  the  commisBioning  of 
the  existing  fi^gates,  and  the  building 
of  others;  not  to  mention  Mr.  JeflTer" 
son's  gunboats,  and  the  fortifications  at 
the  various  ]v>rt.s  and  haiboi^^ ;  and  it 
was  all  to  ])('  done  at  once,  for  the  navy 
had  been  sold  out  nearly,  the  army  liad 
substantially  been  disbanded,  and  there 
was  hardly  any  financial  eq)edient  prao> 
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ticable,  except  uicreased  duties  on  im- 

port*. 

Mr.  Gallatin,  on  the  lOtli  of  Janoaiy, 
1812,  soiit  in  a  reply  to  tlif*  application 
for  iuibrmation  on  the  jKirt  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  in 
which  he  expressed  his  opinion, 
that  in  caae  of  war,  the  imposts  would 
not  yield  more  than  $2,500,000.  The 
duties  on  tonnage,  inwchandise,  etc.,  he 
estimated  at  $6,000,000,  leaving  a  de- 
ficiency of  $3,600,000  to  meet  the  ex- 
penditures of  1813.  An  nnnnal  loan, 
he  thouirht,  of  $10,000,(K)0  would  be 
req^uiicd  Uuiing  the  war,  and  to  meet 
the  interest  on  this,  the  deficiency  in 
the  revenue,  he  recommended  the  rais- 
ing $3,000,000  })j  a  direct  tax  and 
$2,000/)00  by  indirect  taxes,  snch  as 
licenses,  excise,  stamps,  etc.  He  con- 
cluded that  there  would  probably  be 
no  difficuUy  in  elTectinf^  the  loans  sug- 
gested, and  recommended  that  they  be 
mude  ii'redeeuiable  for  ten  years. 

Towards  the  close  of  Februaiy ,  the 
House  acted  upon  tibis  subject^  and  a 
loan  of  $11,000,000*  was  determined 
upon  by  a  vote  of  ninety-two  to  twen^- 
ninc.  As  the  loan  did  nf>t  fill  np  very 
rapidly,  we  may  mention,  that  the  issue 
of  $5,000,000  of  treasury  notes  was  di- 


*  "The  incongrnily  liclnccn  .ijipropriations  and 
proTisiao  for  tbciu  b;  taxation  wafi  such,  that  without 
A  oetit  to  be  ndsed  by  tuna,  mm  Omii  fiAwn  mitllons 
of  (!■  illiirs  wore  appropriafc-d  for  the  army,  aiid  nearly 
tvi-o  million  seven  hundred  thousand  for  tho  n&?y,  when 
the  tneome  bf  oortonM,  Ibr  1811,  did  not  exawd  thir- 
teen niilliims,  and  that  of  1^12  wfu*  onlv  ahot:t  riine 
uilUonB  and  a  halC  All  modem  ware  are  carried  on 
inpattbyhNun^batkMuisneuredbytUM.  Oarwar 

fn  !k!  sitRtaint-d  hv  hmrowc^.  mnncy  wHho-it  taxes 
at  my  rate  until  after  the  presidential  election."  In- 
ItMoirB  **Mi»torp^  ClU  Stmud  War,*  vol  L,  p.  TOi 


rected,  and  the  impost  was  doubled. 
There  was  no  other  security  for  notes 

or  loans,  than  the  8uri^)lu3  of  the 
l?'S,000,000  a  year  tlicrptofore  pledpred, 
by  way  of  sinking-fund,  to  redeem  the 
natiouiU  debt,  then  am(»unting  to 
§55,000,000.  And  these,  as  Ingei^oll 
states,  "  were  the  only  acts  of  l3ie  war- 
declaring  Congress  for  invigorating  the 
money-sinew  of  war.'' 

Early  in  March,  the  president  sent  a 
communication  to  Congress,  which  cre- 
ated a  decided  sensntion  tlironirhont 
tlie  United  States.  Seveml  docuiueutd 
accompanied  this  communication,  the 
object  of  which  wss  to  prove,  that,  in 
Febrnaiy,  1809,  while  the  British  gov- 
emment  was  nakiDg  amicable  profes- 
sions and  engaged  in  pacific  negotia- 
tions, the  governor-general  of  Cauadji, 
Sir  James  Craig,  was  enp^nfjed,  by  means 
of  a  secret  agent,  John  Henry,  in  an 
insidious  and  dishonorable  eti'ort  to  ef- 
fect, if  possible,  a  disruption  of  the 
Union,  and  the  formation  of  an  eastern 
confederacy  in  political  connection  ^th 
Great  Britaiu.  'Bxarf  entered  activdy 
upon  this  servlee;  proceeded  to  Bos- 
ton ;  made  many  and  various  attempts 
to  accomplish  his  purpose ;  and  wrote 
a  number  of  letter  to  Sir  James  Craig 
on  the  subject;  but  he  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  accomplished  any  thing, 
even  with  the  most  disaffected  and 
rabid  opponents  of  the  administration. 
Henry,  having  vainly  sought  remunera- 
tion for  his  services  from  the  British 
government,  at  home,  came  to  the 
United  States,  in  December,  isll, 
wlieie,  in  February,  1812,  he  made  an 
anangement  with  the  presidtet  to  dis- 
dose  hb  whole  proceeding,  with  the 
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letters,  etc.,  for  the  comfortable  sum 
of  $50,000,  paid  to  liim  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund.  The  British  government, 
through  its  minister,  most  positively 
denied  any  complicity  in  this  con- 
temptible matter.  Henry  made  oS 
irith  hb  money  as  quickly  as  possible, 
aad  the  federtJists  treated  with  indig- 
naat  seom  chaigee  coming  from  such 
a  quarter.*  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  to 
be  concealed,  that  the  "Ilenry  afntv'" 
aroused  to  a  still  higher  extent  the 
exasperated  fetliiigs  of  the  ruling  party 
against  Eugluntl,  who  v,m  deemed  ca- 
pable of  any  depth  of  treacher}'  against 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Rnssel],  who  had,  in 
November,  1811,  been  transferred  to 
London,  as  cluirge  d'affaires  for  the 
United  State?,  addressed  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  under  date  of  the  14th  of 
February,  in  which  he  stated,  that  no 
evidence  coald  be  discovered  of  an  in- 
tention on  the  part  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  repeal  the  orders  in 
ooonciL  On  the  4th  of  March 
Mr.  Bnssell  wrote  again  to  the  secre- 
tary of  state,  and,  giving  the  substance 
of  some  important  di*cn«-^ions  iii  par-  | 
liament,  he  closed  \n<  dLsuali;h  in  tlies-e  ' 
words:  "1  no  longer  entertain  a  hope 
that  we  can  honorably  avoid  war." 

On  the  let  of  Aprils  the  president 
recommended  the  laying  an  embaigo 
on  all  vessels  then  in  port  or  thereafter 
arriving.    Mr.  Madison  had  named 


*  Sm  Dwigftfi  "fflitwy  if  ti»  nartford  Cornea, 
tion^  pp.  195-212.  Mr.  IngcreoO  also  luut  some  ro- 
mariai  on  this  point  which  tra  worth  oomulUng. 
8m  las  **Mutory  qf  lAf  Sitini  War,*'  ToL  iL,  ppi 
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sixty  days  as  the  time  during  which 
the  embargo  should  last ;  hut  the  Senate 
extended  it  to  ninety  «iay.^,  and  the 
TToU'^e  coiU'iilTeil,  on  the  ?>d  of  April, 
by  u  small  nuijority,  notwitlistauding 
the  vehement  opposition  of  John  Kan- 
dolph  and  Joeiah  Quincy.  Although 
the  president  had  gone  thus  far,  he  was 
not  entirely  without  hope,  that  the  last 
r^ort  might  still  be  avoided  ;  for  it 
wns  well  known  that  Great  Britain  did 
not  desire  war  any  more  than  did  the 
United  State?.  But  the  ruling  spirits 
of  the  party  had  made  up  their  minds 
that  the  hoooeof  the  oonntiy  demanded 
war,  and  that  the  domine^ing  and  in- 
sulting conduct  of  England  conld  no 
longer  be  endured.  Clay,  Calhoun, 
Porter,  and  Lowndes,  in  the  House; 
Giks,  Campbell,  and  the  western  mem- 
bers, in  the  Senate.  advoeat(;d  tliis 
course  with  an  array  of  eloquence  and 
talent  that  bore  down  every  opponent ; 
and  the  present  was  compelled  to  go 
with  them,  as  we  have  above  stated,  or 
lose  all  chance  of  r&^lection. 

The  embargo  was  soon  after  followed 
by  a  bill  prohibiting,  under  heavy  pen- 
I  altie?,  the  exportation  of  specie  and 
'  every  kind  of  nierdiandise,  domestic  or 
foreign,  duiing  the  ninety  days  of  the 
embargo.  In  the  course  of  the  month 
of  April,  various  other  measures  of  a 
warlike  tendency  were  adopted,  such 
as  acts  oignnizing  a  corps  of  artificer.-*, 
further  provision  for  the  corps  of  engi- 
neeis,  etc.  And,  early  in  ^lay,  on  the 
receipt  of  several  petitiouji,  principally 
fiuai  New  Yurk,  Congress  debated  the 
expediency  of  repealing  the  embargo. 

Louisiana,  on  the  8th  of  April,  was 
admitted  into  the  Union,  and  took  her 
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plaoe  among  the  Btates  at  tbls  interestr 
ing  crisis  in  pabHc  affiurs.  About  a 

fortnight  later,  the  vice-pren- 
dent,  Qeorge  Clintoii,  at  a  ripe 
old  age,  was  removed  from  this  earthly 
scene,  just  ai*  the  storm  of  war  was 
about  to  burst  uynm  tlie  couutr}' which 
he  had  served  so  long  and  ably.  "\Vil- 
]mm  H.  Crawfordf  who  had  previously 
been  chosen  president  of  the  Senate 
pro  tempore^  now  took  the  vacant  chur, 
and  devoted  his  superior  abilities  to 
th(.'  discharge  of  his  increased  duties. 

Turning  our  attention  to  the  position 
of  aflairs  in  Europe,  we  iind  that  Na- 
polenii  was  pursuing  his  usual  couive 
towards  the  United  States,  of  an  entire 
disregard  for  fumess  and  honorable 
dealing.  ISr,  Barlow,  the  American 
minister  to  France,  could  obtaiu  no  sat- 
isfaction, and  labored  in  vain  to  accom- 
jilish  si  imething  for  the  Interests  of  his 
country.  The  emperor  wonhl  make  no 
promise  r(  s[)ecting  redress  of  injuries 
to  Arnericuu  commerce,  nor  waa  he 
willing  to  agree  to  discontinue  them 
in  fbe  future.  On  the  eve  of  setting 
out  on  his  memorable  invasion  of  "Rasr 
sta,  he  very  curtl}-  disposed  of  Mr.  Bar- 
low's importunities,  ajid  showed  how 
little  he  cared  for  his  "  American  pre- 
fect," as  the  federalists  sneeringly  term- 
ed Mr.  Madison.  Mr.  Barlow,  on  the 
1st  of  May,  pressed  the  Duke  of  Bassano 
for  an  authentic  act  declaring  the  rev- 
ocation of  the  decrees,  in  order  that 
the  Britisb  government  might  no  longer 
have  even  a  pretence  for  not  revo^g 
the  orch  rs  in  council;  when,  to  his  as- 
totiLshini'iit,  the  French  tuiuister  sent 
hlni  tln'  ein])(.'i  of's  deci-ee,  ]>earing  date 
April  26th,  iSll,  by  which  the  decrees 


of  Berlin  and  Iffilan  were  d^nitively 
considered  as  not  having  existed,  in 

regard  to  American  vessels,  from  the 
1st  of  the  foregoing  November.  Bar- 
low  forwarded  a  copy  of  this  decree  to 
Mi-.  Iius>e]l,  at  London,  for  the  purpose 
of  j)iittini,'  the  matter  riglit  in  that 
(quarter,  and  bringing  the  injurious  or- 
dei9  in  oouQcil  to  an  end. 

The  merchants  and  manu&etnreta  of 
England  were  suffering  severely  finm 
being  deprived  of  the  usual  market  in 
America,  and  a  powerful  effort  was 
made  in  parliament,  by  the  Marquis  of 
Lansdowiie  niid  Ilenrv  Bi'ou£rham,  to 
obtain  the  repeal  of  the  orders  in  coun- 
cil. The  nation  was  pressed  to  the 
eartk  by  enormom  tantaon,  to  cany 
on  the  long  and  exhausting  war  with 
Napoleon ;  the  operatives  were  out  of 
employment  and  in  deep  distress ;  riots 
and  disturbances  occurred  in  the  man- 
ufacturing districts;  the  great  Ameri- 
can market,  worth,  as  Mr.  Brougham 
stated,  all  other  foreign  markets  put 
together,  was  dosed  to  England ;  and 
yet  tho  ministry  redsted  stontfy  the  de> 
mand  of  the  people^  and  perristed,  to 
the  last  moment^  in  refu.sing  the  reviy 
cation  of  the  orders.  On  the 
23d  of  June,  however,  when  it 
was  of  no  avail,  the  Briti.-^h  government 
revoked  its  odious  and  injurious  ri'gu- 
lations,  by  means  of  which  it  had  so 
deeply  wounded  the  fee^ngs  of  Amep> 
icana  and  trampled  upon  their  just 
rights  and  immunities.  The  tardy  iict 
of  revocation  was  too  late:  America 
had  buckled  on  her  armor  for  the  tight. 

On  tlie  30th  of  May,  Mr.  Foster,  the 
British  minister,  addressed  along  letter 
to  Ml*.  Moni;oe,  in  which  he  reviewed 


OPENING  OF  THE  WAR. 


Digitized  by  Google 


 r 

Cb.  VflJ 


THE  WAR  MESSAGE. 


141 


the  ezistiiig  confgav&nj,  and,  in  Bab> 
Btanoe^  annoimced,  thatEiigluiitl  would 
not  recede  from  the  ground  slie  had  as- 
sumed. "Great  Britam  feels,  that  to 
relinquish  her  just  measures  of  self-de- 
fence aud  retaliiition,  would  be  to  sur- 
render the  best  rnoaus  of  her  own  pres- 
«nratbn  and  rights;  and  with  tbem 
the  rights  of  other  nations,  so  long  aa 
France  maintains  and  acts  upon  such 
pnndpleB**  as  are  set  forth  in  the  doc- 
trines proniTilgated  by  the  government 
of  Napoleon.  And  lie  fxi^regsod  the 
a.ssur;mcc,  not  very  well  timed,  that  the 
prince  regent  earnestly  desired  to  re- 
store hamony  belnreen  the  two  coun- 
tiieSi  bnt  of  comae  on  tenns  which  were 
tiionght  proper  for  so  great  a  monarchy 
aa  that  of  Great.Britain. 

Mattel's  had  now  reached  their  crisis : 
something  beside  talking  must  now  ho 
resorted  to ;  aud  the  prcsideat  resolv^ed 
npon  his  course. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  Mr.  Madiiion 
transmitted  to  Congress  a  confidential 
^^^^  message,  which,  as  it  presents 
dearly  and  Ibrdbly  the  various 
gronndet  on  which  war  was  held  to  be 
necessary  under  the  exlstinn'  state  of 
atlaii's,  Ave  deem  of  sutticient  importance 
to  quote  in  full  in  this  place. 

**To  the  JSenaie  and  Boum  of  Jiepre- 
amfoHvM  qf  tht  Vmied States: 
"  I  commonicate  to  Congress  certiun 

documents,  being  a  continuation  of  those 
heretofore  laid  before  them,  on  the  sub- 
ject of       affairs  with  Great  Britain. 

"Without  going  back  beyond  the 
renewal  in  1803,  of  the  war  in  which 
Great  Britain  ia  engaged,  and  omitting 
nnrepaired  wronga  of  inferior  magni- 


tude, the  conduct  of  her  goT^nment 

presents  a  series  of  acts  hostile  to  tho 
United  States  as  an  independ«at  and 

neutral  nation. 

"  Britisli  ci  ui.sers  have  been  in  the 
continual  practice  of  violating  the  Amer- 
ican flag  on  the  great  highway  of  na- 
tions, and  of  seisang  and  carrying  oil' 
persons  sailing  vnder  it ;  not  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  a  belligerent  right,  founded 
the  law  of  nations,  against  an  enemy, 
but  of  a  municipal  prerogative  over 
Rriti^ih  subjects.  J)iiti>]i  jurisdiction  is 
llms  extended  to  neutral  vessels,  in  a 
situation  where  no  laws  can  operate  but 
th^  law  of  nations  and  the  hiws  of  the 
country  to  which  the  vessels  belong ; 
and  a  self-redress  is  assumed,  which,  if 
British  subjects  were  wrongfully  de- 
tained and  alone  concerned,  is  that  sub- 
stitution of  force,  for  a  report  to  the  re- 
8pon.sil)le  sovereign,  which  fails  within 
the  deiiuition  of  war.  Could  the  wij!- 
ure  of  British  Bubjectd  in  such  caijes  be 
regarded  aa  within  the  exercise  of  a 
bel]lger«it  right,  the  adcnowledged 
laws  of  war,  which  forbid  an  article  of 
captured  property  to  be  adjudged  with* 
out  a  regular  investigation  before  a  com- 
]»etent  tribunal,  would  iinperionsly  de- 
mand the  fairest  trial,  where  the  sacred 
rights  of  persons  were  at  issue.  In 
place  of  snch  a  trial,  ihese  rights  are 
subjected  to  the  will  of  every  jk  tty 
commander. 

"The  practice,  hence,  is  so  far  from 
affecting  British  subjects  alone,  that, 
under  the  pretext  of  searching  for  these, 
thoa^ands  of  American  eitiiiens,  under 
the  Kat'eguard  of  public  law,  and  of 
theii"  national  flag,  have  been  torn  from 
tbmr  country  and  erery.  thing  dear  to 
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ihiem;  have  been  dragged  oil  board 
sbips  of  war  of  a  fordgn  satson,  and 

exposed,  under  tlie  severities  of  their 
discipline,  to  he  exiled  to  the  most  dis- 
tant and  deadU'  clime?!,  to  ri.-k  tlu  ir 
lives  in  the  battles  of  llu-ir  njiprcssors, 
and  to  be  tbo  nielancbuly  iustninients 
of  taking  away  those  of  their  own 
brethren. 

*'AgMnst  this  crying  enormily,  which 
Great  Britiun  would  be  so  prompt  to 
avenge  if  committed  against  herself,  the 
United  States  have  in  vain  exhausted 
remon.«trrincc5!  .and  cxpostnlntinn^.  And 
that  uo  JToof  might  be  wanting  of  tln-ir 
conciliatory  dispositions,  and  uo  jjretext 
left  for  a  continuance  of  the  practice, 
the  British  govemment  was  fonnally 
aaanred  of  the  readinese  of  the  United 
States  to  enter  into  arrangements  such 
as  could  not  be  rejected,  if  the  recovery 
of  Bi'itlsh  sul)jects  were  the  real  iind 
solo  object.  The  communication  passed 
without  eflect. 

"British  cruisei-s  have  been  iu  the 
practice  a]so,  of  violating  the  rights  and 
the  peace  of  our  coasts.  They  hover 
over  and  harass  our  departing  com* 
nierce.  To  the  most  insulting  preten- 
sions they  have  added  the  most  lawless 
proceedings  in  onr  von,'  harbors;  and 
have  wantonly  sjalt  American  blood 
within  the  sanctuary  of  our  ten-itorial 
jurisdiction.  The  principles  and  rules 
enforced  by  that  nation,  when  a  neutral 
nation,  against  armed  vessels  or  helBg' 
erents  hovering  near  her  coasts,  and 
disturbing  her  commerce,  arc  well 
known.  When  called  on,  nevertheless, 
by  the  United  States,  to  punish  the 
greater  olleuces  committed  by  her  own 
vessels,  her  government  has  bestowed 


on  th^  commanders  additional  marks 
of  honor  and  confidence: 

"Under  pretraded  blockades,  with 
out  the  presence  of  an  adequate  force, 

and  sometimes  without  the  practicabil- 
ity of  apph'ing  one,  our  commerce  has 
Ix'cn  plinidcred  in  every  sea;  the  groat 
stuplcji  of  our  country  have  been  cut 
off  from  their  legitimate  markets;  and 
a  destructive  .blow  aimed  at  onr  agri- 
cultural and  maritime  interests.  In  a^ 
gravation  of  these  predatory  measures, 
they  have  been  considered  as  iu  force 
from  the  dates  of  their  notific^itif>n ;  a 
rotroppective  cflcct  lieiug  thus  added, 
as  haa  been  <lone  in  other  imporUint 
cases,  t6  the  unlawfulness  of  the  course 
pursned.  And  to  render  the  outrage 
the  more  signal,  these  mo<^  blockades 
have  been  reiterated  and  cnfi-rced  in 
the  face  of  official  conminnications  frcHn 
tlie  Biltij^h  government,  declaring,  as 
the  true  definition  of  a  legal  blockade, 
'  that  particular  porta  must  bo  actually 
invented,  and  previous  warning  given 
to  vessels  bound  to  them  not  to  ento'.' 

**Not  content  with  these  occasional 
expedients  far  laying  waste  our  neutral 
trade,  the  cal)in(>t  of  Great  Britain  re- 
801'ted,  at  length,  to  the  sweeping  sys- 
tem of  Itlockadc?:,  nTider  the  name 
of  ordei-s  in  couiicil,  which  has  been 
moulded  and  managed  tus  might  best 
suit  its  political  views,  its  commercial' 
jealonsies,  or  the  avidity  of  British 
crmsers. 

"To  otir  rcitiottsteances  against  the 
complicated  and  transcendent  injustice 
of  this  innovation,  tlic  fii-st  rey^ly  was, 
that  the  orders  were  reluctantly  adopted 
by  Great  Brit^aiu  an  a  necessary  retiilifjr 
tiou  on  the  deci-ees  of  her  enemy  pro- 


Cu.  VIL] 


MESSAGE. 


148 


claiming  a  general  blockade  of  tlie 
British  i^ilos,  at  a  time  when  the  uaval 
fort'O  fif  that  cnomy  dared  not  to  issue 
from  liii;  own  jujitii.  She  was  reminded 
without  t'li'tct,  that  her  own  prior  block- 
ades, unsupported  by  an  adequate  naval 
force,  actnaUy  appUed  and  coutinaed, 
were  a  bar  to  this  plea ;  that  ezeonted 
edicts  af:^:ilMst  millions  of  our  property 
could  not  1)0  rctuTiiition  on  edicts,  con- 
fessedly impossible  to  be  executed ;  that 
retaliation,  to  be  just,  should  fall  on  the 
party  setting  the  guilty  example,  not  on 
an  innocent  party,  wUch.  was  not  even 
chargeable  with  an  aoqnieecenoe  in  it. 

"When  deprived  of  this  flimsy  veil 
for  a  prohibition  of  our  trade  with  her 
enemy,  by  the  repeal  of  hb  prohibition 
of  our  trade  with  Great  Britain,  her 
cabinet,  instead  of  a  corresponding  re- 
peal, or  practical  discuutinuance  of  its 
orders,  formally  avowed  a  detommi^ 
tion  to  peiBiBt  in  them  ag^nst  the 
United  States,  nntil  the  markets  of  hsf 
•  niy  should  be  laid  open  to  British 
products;  thus  aiv^erting  an  obligation 
on  a  neutral  j)ower  to  require  one  bel- 
ligerent to  cncoura'^e,  by  its  internal 
regtdutioiis,  the  ti  ade  of  another  bellig- 
erent: contradicting  her  own  practice 
towards  all  nations,  in  peace  as  well  as 
in  war;  and  betraying  the  iunuoerity 
of  those  professions  which  inculcated  a 
belief  that,  having  reB(nrted  to  her  orders 
with  regret,  f^he  was  anxifnT?  to  find  an 
occasion  for  putting'  an  end  to  them. 

"Abandoning  still  more  all  respect 
for  the  neutral  rights  of  the  Uniteti 
States,  and  for  its  own  conststency,  the 
British  government  now  demands  afl 
prerequisites  to  a  repeal  of  its  orders, 
as  they  relate  to  the  United  States, 


that  a  formality  should  be  ol>served  in 
the  rej^eal  of  the  French  decrees  nowise 
necessary  to  their  termhiation,  nor  ex- 
emplified by  British  usage ;  and  that 
the  French  repeal,  besides  including 
that  portion  of  the  decrees  which  oper- 
ates within  a  territorial  jnrisdidaon,  as 
well  as  that  wludi  operates  on  the  high 
seas  agwust  the  commwee  €xf  the  United 
States,  should  not  be  a  single  special 
rej)eal  in  relation  to  the  United  States, 
but  should  be  extended  to  whatever 
other  neutral  uatiuns,  unconnected  with 
them,  may  be  affected  by  those  decrees. 
And  as  an  additional  insnlt,  they  are 
called  on  for  a  formal  disaroiral  of 
conditions  and  pretensions  advimced  by 
the  French  government.,  for  which  the 
United  States  are  so  far  from  having 
made  tlieinst'h-es  rrsponsible,  that,  in 
otluial  explauatioiLs,  which  have  been 
published  to  the  world,  and  in.  a  cor- 
respondence of  the  American  minister 
at  London  vnth  the  British  minister  for 
foreign  affitirs,  such  a  responsibility  was 
explicitly  and  anj^laGally  disclaimed. 

"  It  luLS  become,  indeed,  snflReiently 
certain,  that  the  commerce  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  is  to  be  sacrificed,  not  as 
interfering  with  the  belligerent  rights 
of  Great  Britam,  —  not  as  supplymg 
the  wants  of  her  enemiesi  which  she 
herself  sapplies ;  but  as  interfering  with 
the  monopoly  which  she  covets  her 
own  commerce  and  navigation.  She 
cari  ies  on  a  war  against  the  lawful  com- 
merce of  a  friend,  that  she  may  the 
better  cany  on  a  commerce  with  an 
enemy  —  a  commerce,  polluted  by  the 
forgeries  and  p^nries  which  are,  for 
the  most  part,  the  only  passports  by 
which  it  can  snceeed. 
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"  Anxioiia  to  mnke  every  experiment 
Blioit  of  the  last  rejiui't  of  iujuied  iiu- 
tiona,  the  United  .  States  have  withheld 
teem  Great  Britun,  under  sncceaaive 
modifioationsi  the  benefits  of  a  free  in- 
tercourse with  their  market,  the  Ices  of 
which  could  not  but  outweigh  the  profits 
accruing  from  her  restrictions  of  our 
commerce  witli  other  nations.  And  to 
entitle  these  experiments  to  their  more 
favorable  consideration,  they  were  so 
framed  as  to  oiable  her  to  place  her 
adversary  under  the  exelndve  operalSon 
of  them*  To  these  appeals  her  govern- 
ment has  been  equally  inflexible,  as  if 
willing  to  make  sai-rifices  of  every  «ort 
rather  than  yield  to  tlic  claims  of  jus- 
tice, or  renounce  tlie  crrora  of  u  false 
pride.  Nay,  so  far  were  the  attempts 
earned  to  overcome  the  attaehment  of 
the  British  cabinet  to  its  nnjost  edicts, 
that  lib  received  every  enooursgement 
within  the  competency  of  the  executive 
branch  of  our  government,  to  expect 
that  a  repeal  of  them  would  be  fol- 
lowed by  a  war  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  unless  the  French 
edicts  should  also  be  repealed.  Even 
this  communication,  although  alencing 
forever  the  plea  of  a  dispoeitum  in  ^e 
United  States  to  acquiesce  in  these 
edicts^  originally  the  sole  plea  of  them, 
received  no  attention. 

"If  no  other  proof  existed  of  a  pro 
determinatiou  of  the  British  govern- 
ment against  a  repeal  of  its  order.-*,  it 
might  be  found  in  tiie  correspondence 
of  the  muiist6r*plenipotentiary  of  tiie 
United  States  at  Londoh,  and  tlie  Bi  it- 
ish  secretaiy  for  foreign  aflfairs,  in  1810, 
on  the  question  whether  the  blockade 
of  May,        W4S  considered  as  in  ibrce, 
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or  n.s  not  in  force.  It  had  been  itscer- 
tuined  that  the  Freuch  government, 
which  uiged  this  blockade  as  the  ground 
of  its  Berlin  decree,  was  willing,  in  the 
event  of  its  removid,  to  repesl  that  de* 
croe;  which  being  followed  by  alter- 
nate repeals  of  the  other  offensive  edicts, 
might  abolish  the  whole  Ryptem  on  both 
side.s.  Tlii.s  inviting  op|X)rt unity  for  ao- 
complishing  an  object  so  important  to 
the  United  States,  and  prof^sed  so  often 
to  be  the  deareof  bothtiie  belligerents, 
was  made  Jcnown  to  the  British  goveni- 
ment  As  that  government  admits  that 
an  actual  spi^cation  of  an  adequate 
force  is  necessary  to  tlie  existence  of  a 
legal  blockade,  and  it  wa.s  notorious, 
that,  if  f*uch  a  force  liad  ever  been  ajv 
plied,  its  long  discontiuuiuice  had  an- 
nulled the  bkickade  in  questum,  tiiere 
could  be  no  suffioi^t  objecti<m  on  the 
part  of  Gh^eat  Britain  to  a  formal  revo 
cation  of  it;  and  no  imaginable  objec- 
tion to  a  declaration  of  the  fact  that 
the  blockade  did  not  exist.  The  de- 
claration would  have  been  consistent 
with  her  avowed  principles  of  blockade, 
and  would  have  enabled  tiie  Umted 
States  to  demand  from  France  the 
pledged  repeal  of  her  decrees;  either 
with  success,  in  which  case  the  way 
would  have  been  opcnctl  for  a  general 
repeal  of  the  belligerent  edicts ;  <^r  with- 
out fueee.ss,  in  wliicli  case  the  United 
IStat^  would  be  justified  in  turning  their 
measures  exclusively  agamst  France. 
The  British  government  would,  how- 
ever, neither  res<»nd  the  blockade,  nor 
declare  its  noQ'exiBtenoe ;  nor  permit 
its  non-existence  to  be  inferred  and  af- 
firmed by  the  Ain^^rican  plenipotenti- 
ary.  On  the  contiaiy,  by  representing 
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tlie  blodcade  to  be  comprehended  in 
th<*  orders  in  cotmcil,  the  United  States 
wei  e  oompelkd  ao  to  regard  it  in  their 
subsequent  proceedings. 

"  There  was  a  period  when  a  favora- 
ble change  in  the  policy  of  the  British 
cabinet  was  justly  compered  as  estab- 
lished. The  mimster-plenipotendary  of 
his  Britannic  majesty  here,  proposed  an 
adjustment  of  tli^^  fl5*^'^rences  more  im- 
mediately endangering  the  liarinony  of 
the  two  countries.  The  propofiition  was 
accepted  with  a  promptitude  and  cor- 
diality cfHTeqxmdiDg  with  the  mvariar 
ble  professioos  of  this  govenuuent.  A 
fbnndatioiL  appeared  to  be  laid  for  a 
oncere  and  lasting  reconciliation.  The 
proapect,  however,  quickly  vimished. 
The  whole  proceeding  was  disavowed 
by  the  British  government,  without  any 
es[)lLinations  wliic-h  oould  at  that  time 
reprCiis  the  belief,  that  the  disavowal 
proceeded  from  a  spirit  of  hostility  to 
the  commercial  rights  and  prosperity 
of  the  United  States.  Andithassmce 
come  into  proof,  that  at  the  very  mo* 
ment  when  the  public  minister  was 
holdini^  the  lana^naijre  of  friendship,  and 
inspiring  confidence  in  the  sincerity  <''f 
the  negotiation  witli  which  ho  was 
charged,  a  secret  ageut  of  his  govern- 
ment  was  employed  in  intrigues,  havmg 
fbr  their  object  a  sabverdon  of  oor  gov- 
ernment, and  a  dismemberment  of  our 
hi^py  Union. 

"In  reviewing;"  the  conduct  of  Great 
Britain  towards  the  United  St?ites,  our 
attention  is  necessarily  drawn  to  the 
warfare  just  renewed  by  the  savages  on 
one  of  omr  esztensive  frontteis;  -a  war* 
ikre  vhidi  is  known  to  spare  neither, 
age.  nor  sex,  and  to  be  distangiiisbed  by : 
Vol. 


features  peculiarly  shocking  to  himian- 
ity.  It  hi  difficult  to  account  for  the 
activity  aiid  combinations  which  have 
for  some  time  been  developing  them- 
selves among  tribes  in  constant  inter- 
coorse  withBritishtradersand  garrisons, 
without  connecting  their  hostility  with 
tliat  influence ;  and  without  recollecting  , 
the  authenticated  examples  of  such  in- 
terpositions heretofore  furnished  by  the 
officers  and  agents  of  that  government. 

"Such  is  tiie  spectach' of  injuries  and 
indignities  which  have  Ijeeu  heaped  on 
our  country ;  and  sodi  the  criais  which 
its  unexampled  iforbearance  and  'concllo 
ia^ry  eflforts  liave  not  heea  able  to 
avert.  It  might  at  least  have  been  ex- 
pected, that  an  enlightened  nation,  if 
lesw  tirgcd  "by  moral  obligations,  or  in- 
vited by  friendly  dispositions  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  would  have 
found  in  its  true  iiiter^t  alone  a  suffi- 
cient motive  to  respect  tiieir  rights  and 
their  tranqnilhty  on  the  high  seas ;  that 
an  enlarged  policy  would  have  &vored 
that  free  and  gt^neral  circulation  of  com- 
merce, in  wliich  tlie  British  nation  is  at 
all  times  interestr  l,  mid  which  in  times 
of  war  is  the  hcst  alleviation  of  its  car 
lam i ties  to  hersell,  as  well  as  the  other 
belligerents ;  and  more  especially  that 
the  British  cabinet  would  not,  for  the 
sake  of  a  precarious  and  surreptitions 
intetcoune  with  hostile  markets^  have 
persevered  in  a  course  of  measures  which 
necessarily  put  at  haziird  the  invaluable 
market  of  a  great  and  growing  eotmtry, 
disp<»ed  to  cultivate  the  mutual  advan- 
tages of  an  active  commerce. 

^  Other  counsels  have  prevailed.  Our 
moderation  and  cooiulistioii  have  bad 
no  ether  efli9ct'  than  to  encourage  per- 
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severanco,  and  to  enlarge  prf'ten?ions. 
We  b<?lii)l(l  our  seafaring  citizens  still 
the  daily  victims  of  lawless  violence 
committed  on  the  great  and  common 
highway  of  nations,  even  within  sight  of 
the  country  which  owes  them  protec- 
tion. We  behold  our  vessels,  freighted 
with  the  products  of  our  soil  and  indus- 
try, or  retuniing  with  the  honest  pro- 
ceeds of  them,  wrested  from  their  law- 
ful destinations,  coniiscated  by  priiie 
courts,  no  longer  the  organs  of  public 
Uiw,  but  the  inatnunents  of  arbitrary 
edicts,  and  their  unfortunate  crews  d»- 
persed  and  lost,  or  forced  or  inveigled 
in  British  ports  into  British  fleets;  whilst 
arguments  are  employed,  in  support  of 
these  nirgressions,  which  liavt>  no  found- 
ation hut  in  a  principle  equally  supixirt- 
ing  a  claim  to  rep-ulate  our  external 
commerce  in  all  cases  what.soever. 

''We  behold,  in -fine,  on  the  side  of 
Great  BrituD,  a  state  of  war  against 
the  United  States;  on  the  side  of  the 
United  States,  a  state  of  peace  towards 
■Great  Britain. 

"Whether  the  Unitf^d  States  shall 
continue  passive  under  thesti  progressive 
usurpations,  and  these  accumulating 
wrongs,  or,  opposing  force  to  force  in 
defeibce  of  their  natural  righb^,  shall 
commit  a  just  cause  into  the  hands  of 
the  Almighty  disposer  of  events,  avoid- 
ing all  connections  which  might  entan- 
gle it  in  the  contests  or  views  of  other 
powers,  and  })re's<'i  vini;  a  constant  read- 
iness to  ('(mctir  ia  au  honorable  re-es- 
tablishment ot"  j>eace  and  friendship,  is 
a  solemn  questicMi,  which  the  Constitu^ 
tiou  wisely  confides  to  the  legislative 
department  of  the  government.  In 
reeommending  it  to  thdr  early  delibei> 


ations,  I  am  happy  in  the  n.<=isnrance  that 
the  decision  will  Itc  worthy  the  enllglit- 
emnl  and  jjiLtriotic  council  of  a  virtuous, 
a  free,  aud  u  powerful  nation. 

*^  Having  presented  this  view  of  the 
relations  of  the  United  States  with 
Great  Britam,  and  of  the  solemn  alter 
native  growing  out  of  them,  I  proceed 
to  remark,  that  the  communications 
last  made  to  Congress  on  the  subject 
of  our  relations  with  France  will  have 
sh<  (wn,  that  since  the  revocation  of  her 
deci-ees,  as  they  violated  the  neutral 
rights  of  the  United  States,  her  gov- 
ernment has  antfaoriaed  ill^;al  captures 
by  its  privateera  and  public  ships,  and 
that  other  outrages  have  been  practised 
on  our  vessels  and  our  citizens.  It  will 
liavo  been  seen  aho,  that  no  indemnity 
liad  l)fcn  ]»rovided,  or  satisfactorily 
pledged,  for  the  extensive  spoliations 
committed  under  the  violent  and  retro- 
spective orders  cf  tiie  fVeneh  govern- 
ment  against  the  property  of  our  citi- 
zens seized  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
France.  I  abstain,  at  this  time,  from 
recommending  to  the  cnn.^ideration  of 
Congress  definitive  nicasnrc^i  with  re- 
spect to  that  nation,  in  the  expectation, 
that  the.  result  of  undosed  discussions 
between  our  niinistCT-plenipot^tiary 
at  Paris  and  the  Frendi  government, 
w  ill  speedOy  enable  Congress  to  decide, 
with  greatt  r  advantage,  on  the  course 
dne  to  the  rii^lits,  the  interests,  and  the 
honor  of  our  country. 

"JA>iES  MADISON." 

This  long  and  forcibly  writt^  docu- 
ment was  immediately  referred,  in  the 
House,  to  the  committee  on  :forei§^  re- 
lations, who  entered  upon  its  ccoidderar 
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tion  witli  great  promptitude  and  enei'gy. 
Chi  the  Sd  of  Jiinei  the  com- 
mittee  reported,  through  Mr. 

Calhoun,  thor  cburman,  setting  fortli 

tlie  reasons  and  causes  for  war  witli 
Great  Biitain.  We  regret  that  tlie 
lenn;th  of  tliip  able  paper  prevents  our 
giviug  it  in  full  upon  our  pages :  in  sub- 
stance, it  declai'ed,  that  the  encroach- 
mentB  and  msolts  of  England  had  been 
already  iMrne  with  mnch  too  long,  and 
that  the  impressment  of  oar  seamen, 
the  British  doctrine  and  system  of 
l>loclca(lc,  the  persistence  in  the  ordere 
of  council,  tlie  exciting;  the  Indians  to 
hostilities  and  the  like,  absolutely  de- 
manded that  the  United  States  shonld 
seek  redress  by  au  appeal  to  arms,  so 
that  tilie  world  xnight  know,  that  we 
have  not  oaij  inh^ted  the  liberty  our 
fftthera  gave  us,  bnt  also  the  will  and 
power  to  maintain  it." 

Congress,  during  ita  deliberations  on 
the  subject  <:>f  wiir,  ^nt  with  closed  doors ; 
and  notwithstiindijig  the  force  and  ur- 
gency of  the  committee^s  report,  and 
the  able  advocacy  of  many  of  the  mem- 
bers  of  the  House,  it  was  for  a  time 
donbtful,  whether  a  majority  would 
agree  to  an  immediate  deelnration  (^f 
war:  the  forlcralists  warmly  ojiposed  it, 
and  a  portion  of  the  democratic  mem- 
bers agreed  with  them  in  opinion  and 
action  on  this  - point  The  bill  wiis, 
however,  carried  in  the  Ilons^  on  the 
4th  of  Jnne^  by  a  vote  of  sevoaty-nine 
to  forty-nine.  It  was  immediately  sent 
to  the  Senate,  where  it  met  with  very 
strong  opp  Dsition,  and  the  debate  was 
carrle'l  on  hotly  and  ener::;etically  for 
ncoiiy  two  weeks!.  On  the  17th  of 
Jnn^  havii^  undergone  some  amend- 


ments, the  bill  passed  in  the  jSoiate  by 
a  vote  of  nineteen  to  tiiirteen.*  Tlie 
meat  day,  the  Honse  having  agreed  to 

the  amendments,  the  bill  was  sent  to 
the  pi'esident,  who  immediatdy  signi- 
fied hi>5  ajiproval. 

The  act  declaring  war  against  Great 
Britain,  was  terse  and  briefly  expressed. 
It  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Pinkney,  the 
attorney-general,  and  was  in  the  fbllow- 
mg  terms : — 

"An  act  declaring  war  Itetwcen  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  and  the  dependencies  thereol^ 
and  the  United  States  of  America  and 
their  territories. 

"  Be  it  enacted,  etc.  That  war  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  declared  to  ez* 
iat  between  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  de- 
pendencies thereof,  and  the  United 
States  of  America  and  their  territories ; 
and  that  the  president  of  the  United 
States  be  and  is  horelty  authorized  to 
use  the  whole  land  and  naval  force  of 
the  United  States  to  caixy  the 
same  into  effect,  and  to  issne  to 
private  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
States  coramissionB  or  lettci^s  of  marque 
and  genei-al  reprisal,  in  f-uch  fonn  as  he 
.^hall  think  proper,  and  under  the  seal 
of  the  United  States,  tigainst  the  vea- 

*  Of  the  sevcnty-nino  roembers  of  the  IIouso  who 
votod  for  the  declaratioti  of  war,  fort  j-sis  resided  south, 
and  thirty 'throe  nortli  of  the  Dclawaru ;  of  tht  nine- 
teen Senators  who  voted  for  the  war,  fourteen  n^-sitk'd 
&outh  and  five  north  of  the  Dcla^nre.  New  England 
opposed  the  wnr;  Mofisachusetti*,  (including  Maine) 
New  llampshirc,  Rhode  liiland,  and  Connecticut,  with 
a  large  part  of  New  York,  and  Uic  nuyority  of  New 
Jersey,  deprecated  hostilities ;  the  west  and  muth,  with 
tho  large  central  states  of  'Mrginia  and  Pennsylvania, 
warmly  supported  the  deokntiiDO ;  Vamaini  ma  the 
ouljr  New  England  atato  ia  tear  flf  tha  tw. 
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ada,  goods,  and  effects  of  the  govern- 
ment of  the  same  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  sub- 
jects thereof." 

On  tlie  19th  of  June,  the  president 
iaoued  \m  proclamatiou,  auuouuciug  the. 
feet  that  war  now  existed,  and  calling 
wpon  the  authorities,  and  upon  all  good 
dtiaens,  to  sustain  their  country  in  the 
measures  just  adopted  to  secure  her 
rights  and  privileges. 

Directly  after  the  act  decluiiiii:  war 
had  been  pai>tied  l)y  Conrncss,  the  fed- 
eralist membei-a  of  the  House  deter- 
tnine^  to  pubUsh  an  address  to  ^taxe 
oonstituoits  on  this  subject.  A  long 
and  able  revi^v  of  the  war  measures 
was  accordingly  prepared  and  issned, 
in  which  were  given  many,  and,  as  they 
were  deemed,  very  cogent  roniaons  for 
opposing  war  at  that  date.  For  some 
extracts  from  this  addiess,  see  Appen- 
dix at  the  end  of  the  present  chapter. 

Congress,  on  the  26th  of  June,  piissed 
an  act  reepectmg  letters  of  marque, 
jirlzes,  and  prize  goods ;  and  it  was  con- 
fidently expected,  fi*om  the  activity  and 
enterprifso  of  our  countTymen,  that  they 
would  he  iihlc  to  iiiilic't  very  serious  in- 
jury upon  the  cotiimerce  of  the  enemy. 
A  number  of  other  acta  were  passed  by 
Congress  daring  the  session,  among 
which  may  be  noted,  that  which  related 
to  the  apportionment  of  members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  in  ac- 
cordance witli  the  third  cen?n?.  After 
a  good  deal  of  debate  and  dilTereiu  e 
between  tlie  House  and  the  Senate,  the 
ratio  fiiuuJy  ;uU)j)tod  was  thirty-five 
^^^^  thousand ;  by  which  the  num- 
ber of  members  of  the  House 
was  increased  from  4>ne  hundred  and 
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for^-two  to  one  hundred  and  eighty- 
three.   As  a  fitting  termination  to  its 

labors,  C'laigress,  by  a  resolution,  i"e- 
quo^ted  the  president  to  reeommend  to 
the  peujjle  the  observance  of  a  day  of 
fasting  and  prayer,  in  view  of  the  posi- 
tion of  pubHe  afiEfdrs,  and  the  need  of 
divine  asastance  and  eupport  amid  the 
many  trials  to  which  ^key  were  now 
especially  ezpoaed.  On  the  6th  of  July, 
this  long  and  unusually  protracted  ses- 
sion of  the  national  l^pslatare  was 
brought  to  its  close.* 

On  the  9th  of  July,  the  president 
issued  lus  prodamatiMi,  leeomm^ding 
the  third  Thnisday  in  August  to  be  set 
apart  as  *^adayo(f  publie  humiliatiMi 
and  prayer,  to  be  observed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  in  offering  up 
supplications  to  Almighty  God  for  the 
safety  and  welfare  of  the  states,  his 
blessing  on  their  arms,  and  the  speedy 
restoration  of  peace."  It  is  wortiiy  of 
note,  as  evidencing  the  convicticiis  <tf 
the  majority  cf  Americans  on  the  sub- 
ject of  God's  providential  guidance  and 
direction  in  human  affairs,  that  this  day 
was  very  generally  observed  through- 
out nearly  the  whole  country. 

Congress  adjonrnrd,  pirc  his  opinion  ils  to  the  dcclar- 
•tkm  of  war  in  plain  terms:  "It  was  with  surprise 
(hut  I  httr  It  fUMiMMinee^  iwt  only  hj  Dmrspapers, 
but  by  persons  in  nuthority,  ecclcsi'.vticftl  and  civil,  and 
political  and  miUUiry,  tiiat  il  iii  m  unjust  and  uiineccs- 
saiy  war,  that  the  dcdaration  of  it  was  altogctlicr  un- 
("xpcrted,  etc.  IIow  It  Ls  possible  tliat  a  rati  intil,  a  sr>- 
cia!,  or  a  moral  creatine  can  say  tliat  the  war  Ls  unjuKt, 
)A  to  me  ttttariytaconaprahtneible-  IIow  it  can  be  said 
to  1)0  unncwsary  is  Tcry  mysterious.  I  have  tliou^ht 
it  both  ju>.l  aiid  necessary  for  five  or  six  years.  How 
U«Hl  be  aaid  to  be  unexpected,  is  another  wonder;  I 
hnre  etp^rtiH]  it  for  mere  than  fire-aud-tweoty  youB, 
and  have  bad  great  reason  to  be  thankful  that  it  faSB 
bean  poatpoMd  «o  kog." 
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APPENDIX  TO 

ADDBSB  <m  THB  lUHCniTT  UT  GOTOKISa' 

S%e  undtnigntd,  M«mb«n  of  the  TTinue  <\f  Jltpmmt' 
atitea,  to  their  reqwtite  eonttituentt. 

A  KBPUBLio  has  for  its  iMMib  the  capacity  and 
righl  of  the  peoplA  to  govwn  tbemselves.  A 

main  print-iplc  of  a  representative  republic  is  the 
responsibility  of  the  representatives  to  their  con- 
■iitaiBDte.  Freedom  and  pablioi^  of  debate  are 
toiwintinl  to  tht;  pruservallon  of  such  forms  of 
government.  Every  arbitrary  abridgement  of 
the  right  of  speech  in  representatives,  is  a  direct 
infiriogamentoflJialilMir^of  dm  people.  Every 
mtnecessary  eooOBalinabt  of  their  proceedings  an 
approximation  tiowards  tyranny.  When,  by  sys- 
tematic rules,  a  majority  takes  to  itself  the  right, 
at  its  pleamns,  of  limiting  apeedi,  or  ^jpiag  it 
altogether;  when  secret  sessions  multiply,  and  in 
proportion  to  the  importance  of  qucstiuas,  is  the 
studioas  conooaljiMiit  of  debate,  a  people  may  be 
aaaund  tbat,  suoli  praeticea  eontiiiiuiiig,  thair  free* 
dom  is  but  short-lived. 

liaikctious,  sudi  as  these,  have  been  forced  up- 
.  on  the  attentioii  of  .the  uttdersigned,  membor*  of 
tlie  House  of  Reprtaantativca  of  the  UnitedStateo, 
by  the  events  of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
They  have  witneraod  a  principle,  adopted  us  the 
law  of  the  Honse,  by  wliioh,  under  a  novel  appli- 
eation  of  the  previous  question,  a  power  is  as- 
sumed by  the  majority  t«  deny  the  privilcfje  of 
speech,  at  any  stage,  aud  under  uiiy  circum- 
staaoes  of  debate.  And  reoantly,  by  on  miprae»^ 
dontud  assumption,  the  right  to  give  reasons  for 
an  original  motion,  boen  made  to  depend  upon 
*iic  will  of  the  majority. 

Principles  more  luMtile  than  theaa  to  the  exis- 
teiice  of  reprosoiitative  liberty,  cnnnot  easily  be 
cunccivud.  it  is  not,  however,  on  these  accounts, 
weighty  ns  they  arc,  tliat  the  underrfgned  liave 
undertaken  this  address.  A  subject  of  higlier 
and  more  imtiM  <!iato  iroportaaoe  impels  them  to 
tiut  present  duty. 

Tho  momontoua  question  of  war  with  Great 


GHAPTEE  VII. 


Brit^isdeeided.  OnOiataq^sOTitaltoyoiir 

interests,  the  right  of  public  debate,  in  thi;  fiico 
of  the  world,  and  especially  of  their  constituents, 
haa  been  denied  to  your  Representatives.  They 
liava  iMeu  called  hito  secret  scssiona,  on  tiiia  most 
interfistini»  of  all  your  public  relations,  although 
the  circumstances  of  the  time  and  of  the  nation, 
afibrdad  no  one  reaaon  ibr  seereey,  unleas  it  bo 
found  in  the  apprehenaioa  of  tlie  i  ti'ect  of  public 
debate  on  public  opinion;  or  of  publio  opinion  on 
the  result  of  the  vote. 

Bioept  the  message  of  tiie  Pieaideat  of  llio 
United  Stat/  ,  '  ich  is  now  before  the  public, 
nothing  confidential  was  communicat^id.  That 
message  contained  no  fuct  nut  pi-uviously  known. 
No  one  reaaon  Ibr  war  was  intimated  but  aooli 
as  was  of  a  natnrc  public  and  notorious.  The 
intention  to  wage  war  and  invade  Canada,  had 
been  long  since  openly  avowed.  The  object  of 
hostile  meaace 

ed,  TIic  inadeqtmcy  of  both  oar  army  nnd  na^'y 
for  successful  invasion,  and  the  insufficiency  of 
the  Ibitifieatioaa  fbr  tha  aeeuHty  of  oar  seaboard, 
were  overywhera  known.  Yet  the  doors  of  Con. 
press  were  shut  upon  the  people.  They  have 
been  carefully  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  progress  ol 
measare8,witU  the  purpoaeeoftheadminlttration 
were  consummated,  and  the  fiitc  of  the  country- 
s<aU  J.  In  a  situation  so  extraordinary,  the  un- 
dersigned have  deemed  it  their  duty,  by  no  act 
of  th^n  to  aanction  a  prooeeding  so  novel  and 
arbitrary.  On  the  contrary,  they  made  every  at 
tempt  in  their  power  to  attain  publicity  for  their 
proceedings.  All  such  attempts  were  vain.  WhCn 
tiiia  momentous  subjeet  was  stated,  aa  for  debate, 

tlu-y  demand'-d  that  the  doors  shonld  be  opened. 

This  being  refused,  they  declined  discussion} 
being  perfectly  convinced,  from  indications  too 
pliun  to  be  misunderstood,  that,  in  the  House,  all 
argument  with  closed  doors  was  hopeless;  and 
that  any  act,  giving  implied  validity  to  so  fla. 
ipant  an  aboae  of  power,  would-be  little  leas  than 
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tKacbeiy  to  tiw  emiitial  righto  of  a  fn  •  pi  <  pic. 
In  Uie  situation,  to  trUeb  ibo  und  rsi^'i* d  have 
thus  hccn  reduced,  they  aro  e<impctlr  1,  reluctant- 
ly, to  resort  to  this  public  tieelaration  of  such 
views  of  the  stole  and  relations  of  the  iwontry, 
as  di  t<  rniitif il  tl-.cir  judgment  and  vote  upon  the 
question  of  war.  A  measure  of  this  kind  lias 
appeared  to  the  uudersigued  to  be  wore  iiuperl- 
omly  demsadod,  hf  Q»  cireumstsnes  of  a  Ynes- 
BOge  and  manifesto  being  prep!ire<l.  and  rircii!:i- 
ted  at  public  cxpeose,  io  which  the  caujies  fur  war 
w«i!e  enumerated,  and  the  motives  tor  it  concen- 
trated, in  a  manner  suited  to  agitato  and  itillu- 
mcv,  tliL"  jniblii-  mind.  In  exeeutiiiL;  tliis  t;is)<,  it 
will  bo  the  study  of  the  undersigned  to  reconcile 
liw  great  duty  they  owe  to  the  people,  with  that 
constitutional  respect,  which  is  due  to  tin  adlnin* 
istraf'Ts  <if"jnil)lic  fonccnis. 

hi  coiuHit'iicing  this  view  of  our  alFairs,  the 
onderrigned  would  Ml  in  doty  to  themsdvea, 
did  they  refrain  from  recurring  to  the  courso,  in 
relstioQ  to  public  measures,  which  thoy  adopted 
snd  have  undeviatingly  pursued  firom  the  conv- 
menwmcnt  of  this  long  and  eventful  sessloo;  in 
which  thov  (li'libenitrly  s;i<'rifi<-i-i]  t-vcry  minor 
consideration,  to  what  thcj  deemed  the  best  in- 
terest of  the  oountiy. 

Fur  a  succession  of  years  tlio  undersigned  have 
from  principle  disapproved  a  scries  of  restrictions 
upon  conuueroc,  according  to  their  estimation. 
Inefficient  as  respected  fin'dgn  nations,  and  injii> 
rious  chiefly  to  ourselves.  Success  in  the  sys- 
tem had  booonie  identified  with  the  pride,  the 
character,  and  the  hope  of  our  cabinet.  As  is 
natural  with  men  who  have  a  great  stidce  on  the 
success  of  a  fin  orito  theory,  pertinacity  st^.nfleJ 
to  increase  as  its  hopelessness  became  apparent. 
As  the  inefficiency  of  this  system  could  not  l>e 
admitted  by  ito  adTooates,  without  insuring  its 
abandonment,  ill  succr(c<;  wns  OBrsfhlly  attributi'd 
to  tlie  iuflucQce  of  opposition. 

To  this  cause  the  people  were  taught  to  charge 
its  successive  failtu^,  and  not  to  its  intrinsic  im- 
becility. In  this  state  of  thing's,  the  uu  iersigned 
deemed  it  proper  to  take  away  all  apology  for 
adherence  to  this  oppres^ve  system.  Hiey  were 
desirous,  at  a  period  so  critical  in  public  aifairs, 
as  far  as  was  cfm!5l??t(nit  with  tho  independence  of 
opinion,  to  c<jntributu  to  tiie  restoration  of  iiar- 
numy  la  the  pibUe  eouncils^  and  oonooxd  watoog 


the  people.  And  if  any  advantage  could  he  thus 
obtained  ni  our  for^n  rolatioos,  the  undersigned, 

being  en^ja^jwl  in  no  purpose  of  jwrsonal  or  party 
advancement,  would  n<joice  iu  sucli  an  occur- 
rence. 

The  course  of  public  measures,  also,  at  the 
opening  of  the  session,  gave  hope  that  an  enlarged 
and  enlightened  system  of  defence,  with  provis- 
ion for  security  of  onr  maritiroo  rights,  was  about 
to  ha  comTnenwl :  a  purpose  which,  wherever 
found,  they  deemed  it  tlieir  duty  to  foster,  by 
giving,  to  any  system  of  measures,  thus  compro- 
heiisive,  as  unobstructed  a  eoUTM  SS  was  consis- 
tent with  their  f;eneral  scnso  of  public  duty. 
Aller  a  course  of  policy  thus  liberal  and  concil- 
iatory, it  was  caose  of  regret^  that  a  communica- 
tion should  have  been  putdiased  by  an  anpreco- 
dented  expentlititrL'  of  8ecrct-ser>-ico  money ;  and 
used  by  the  ciiit^f  magistrate,  to  disseminate  sus- 
pidon  and  jealoosy,  and  exdto  resentment  among 
thi;*  citizens,  >iy  supgfstini^  iiripiitation.s  agntnst  a 
portion  of  them,  as  unmerited  by  their  patriotism, 
as  unwarranted  by  evidence. 

It  has  alwaya  been  the  opinion  of  the  under- 
sirrnci],  that  a  system  of  pcaco  was  the  policy 
which  most  comported  with  the  character,  con- 
dition, and  mterest  of  the  United  Stotes;  that 
their  remoteness  from  the  theatre  of  contest,  in 
Europe,  was  their  peculiar  felicity ;  and  tli;it  uoth- 
ing  but  a  necessity  absolutely  imperious,  should 
induce  them  to  enter  as  parttea  into  wars,  in  . 
whidt  eyery  conmderation  of  virtue  and  policy 
seems  to  be  forfjotten,  tmdcr  thf>  overbearln'?  sway 
of  rapacity  and  ambition.  'l"iiero  is  a  new  era 
in  human  s£birs.  The  European  world  is  con- 
vulsed. The  a<lvantagcs  of  our  sittiation  ;\ro 
peculiar.  "Why  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon 
foreign  ground  ]  Why,  by  interweaving  our  des- 
tiny  witii  that  of  any  part  of  Europe,  entangle 
our  penfc  nnd  prosperity  in  the  toils  of  Euro- 
pean ambition,  rivalship,  interest,  humor,  or  ca- 
price 1" 

In  addition  to  the  many  moral  and  prudential 
considerations  which  should  deter  tlioughtful  men 
from  hastening  into  the  perils  of  such  a  war,  there 
were  some  pecuUar  tc  the  United  Stotes,  resulting 
from  tha  texture  of  the  govcrm*  nt,  in  no  small 
degree  experimental,  composed  of  powerful  and 
independent  sovereignties,  associated  iu  relations 
■omd  of  whicb  trt  critical  as  well  a«  novel,  why 
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dwy  Aoold  not  be  Imtily  |n«eipitotod  into  aitiuu 

tions  calculated  to  put  to  trial  the  streny;(h  of  ttic 
moral  bond  by  which  they  aro  united.  Of  all  states, 
that  of  WOT  is  nuMt  likely  to  call  into  activity  the 
posnODB  wbioli  are  hostile  and  dangerous  to  nicb 
fl  form  of  government.  Time  is  yet  important 
to  our  country,  to  settle  and  maturu  its  reoenb 
jbiatUutions.  Above  all,  it  appeared  to  the  un. 
denlgned,  from  signs  not  to  he  mlstakeu,  that  if 
we  entered  upon  this  war,  we  did  it  as  a  divided 
people }  not  only  from  a  sense  ut'  the  inadequacy 
of  our  nieaiM  to  aueeeM^  but  ftwn  moral  and 
political  objeotlooa  of  great  ndgbt  and  gMmral 
infliienw. 

It  appears  to  the  undersigned,  that  the  wrongs 
of  vlU^  the  United  Stotea  bave  to  eompbUa, 
although  in  sonie  ;Lspe<ts  vcrv  grlovou.s  lo  our 
interests,  and  in  many  humiliating  to  our  pride, 
were  yet  of  a  nature  which,  in  the  present  etatfl 
of  tbe  worlds  either  would  not  justify  war,  or 
which  war  would  not  remedy.  Thus,  for  in- 
atanoe^  the  hovenng  of  British  vesiiels  on  our 
eoaati,  and  the  oooaaional  imndta  to  our  ports,' 
imperiously  demanded  such  a  systematio  appli- 
cation of  harbor  and  seacoast  defence,  oh  would 
repel  soch  aggressions,  but  in  do  light  can  they 
be  eanaidered  aa  making  a  reaoit  to  war,  at  the 
present  time^  on  the  part  of  the  United  States, 
either  necessary  or  expedient.  So  a!.so,  with  re- 
spect to  tbo  Indian  war,  of  the  origin  of  which 
but  very  imperfect  informatioa  baa  aa  yet  been 
given  to  the  publio.  Without  any  express  act 
of  Congress,  an  expedition  was,  last  year,  set  on 
foot,  and  prosecuted  into  the  Lidiau  territory, 
wUdi  had  been  rdKnquidwd  by  treaty*  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States.  And  now  we  arc  told 
about  the  agency  of  British  tradcn,  as  to  Indian 
noatilities.  It  deeervea  coaaideratkm,  whether 
there  has  been  aodi  provident  attention,  aa  woold 
have  been  proper  to  remove  any  p.inspi  of  com- 
plaint, either  real  or  imagituiry,  which  the  bidians 
might  allege,  and  to  aocure  their  friendship. 
With  all  the  sympathy  and  an.xicty  e.xcitcd  by 
the  stat«  of  that  frontier,  import.int  .is  it  iniiy 
be  to  apply  adequato  means  of  protect  ion  against 
the  Indiana,  Vow  ia  it  aafely  laaored  by  »  dedi^ 
ration  of  war  whi<^  addl  the  British  to  the  num- 
ber of  enemies? 

As  "  a  decent  re^Mict  for  the  opinions  of  raan- 
khid"  haenot  induced  the  two  IIouBaa  of  Congteaa 


to  eonear  in  dedaaiag  the  reaaons,  or  motivea, 

for  their  enaeliiig  a  declaration  of  war,  the  im- 
dersigncd  and.  the  publio  ore  loft  to  search,  else- 
where, for  cattsee  either  real  or  oetenaiblc.  If 
we  are  to  conaider  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  committee  of  the  TTouse  of  Rrp- 
reaeotatives  ou  foreign  relations,  as  speaking  ot 
this  solemn  occanon  for  Congress,  the  United 
StaUiS  have  three  principal  tiqilei  of  oompblint 
ngiiinst  Great  Britain,^4mpreaanMint;  bloolndea; 
and  orders  in  counoiL 


After  a  lenijtluned  eonsideration  of  these  topicss 
from  the  federalist  |>oint  of  view,  the  Addn>ss  of 
the  Minority  concludes  in  the  following  terms : 

A  nation,  like  the  Uidted  Statea,  happy  in  its 
jrreat  local  relations ;  removed  from  the  bloody 
theatre  of  Europe ;  with  a  maritime  border  open, 
ini^  vast  fields  fbr  enterprise ;  with  territorial 
poaaeanottB  exceeding  every  real  want;  ita  fire- 
sides 5?nfe-,  it.s  altars  imdcfded ;  from  invasion 
nothing  to  fear;  from  acquisition  nothing  to 
hop*.' ;  how  shall  each  a  nation  look  to  bwren  fbr 
ita  amilea,  while  throwing  away,  as  thoogh  they 
were  wortldess,  all  the  blessings  and  joys  which 
peace  and  such  a  distinguished  lot  include  1  W  ith 
what  prayers  can  it  addreaa  the  Most  High,  when 
it  prepares  to  pour  forth  its  youthful  rage  upon 
a  neighboring  people,  fn»m  whosti  stn-ngth  it 
b.is  nothing  to  dread,  from  whoee  devaistation  it 
baa  nothmg  to  gabi  ? 

If  our  ill.s  were  of  a  nature  that  war  would 
remedy,  if  war  would  compensate  my  of  our 
losses,  or  remove  any  of  our  compbints,  there 
might  bo  aome  allei^on  of  the  sufleriog  in  the 
eharm  nf  the  prospect.  But  hosv  will  war  upon 
the  land  protect  commerce  upon  the  ocean? 
What  balm  baa  Camida  for  wounded  honor? 
How  are  our  mariners  benefited  by  a  war  which 
e.xposcs  those  who  are  free,  without  promising 
rolrase  to  those  who  aro  impressed  i 

Bat  it  ia  aud  that  war  is  demanded  by  honor, 
b  national  honor  n  pHm  iph^  which  thirsts  after 
vengeanef,  and  in  appe.nsfd  only  l>y  !>lr«>d,  whieh, 
trampling  on  the  hopes  of  man,  and  spuming  tbo 
law  of  God,  untaught  by  what  ia  paat^  and  eartv 
less  of  what  is  to  come,  precipitates  itself  into 
any  folly  or  madness  to  gratify  a  seltish  vanity, 
or  to  satiate  some  unhallowed  rago  '  If  ttonor 
demanda  *  war  with  Eii^tod,  what  opiate  bills 
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that  1  :i  r  to  sleop  over  the^vrrongs  done  us  by 
I'V  irt.  I  ;'  On  land,  roLbcrics,  scizurr-s,  Irinms- 
iuuiicuU,  by  French  authority  j  at  sea,  pilbge, 
■inkiflgo,  bundngs,  under  French  ordwrn.  These 
are  notorious.  Are  they  unfelt  because  they  are 
French  ?  Is  any  alleviation  to  be  found  in  tlie 
oorrcspond«nc«  and  humiliations  of  the  present 
mlaisteiHplcntpoteiitiwj  of  the  United  Stetee,  et 
the  French  court?  In  his  communications  to  our 
goveminoati  as  before  the  public,  where  is  the 
cause  for  now  eelectlng  France  m  the  friend  of 
our  country,  and  England  as  the  enemy  t 

If  no  illusi'MiK  of  personal  fcel'm:;,  and  no  aoWc- 
itude  far  elevaUon  of  place,  should  be  permitted 
to  nuflguide  the  paUio  ooondls;  if  it  Is,  indeed, 
honorable  for  the  true  statesnian  to  consult  the 
public  welfare,  to  provide,  in  tratli,  fir  the  public 
defence,  and  impose  no  yoke  of  bondage  j  ought 
the  government  of  thto  coon  try,  with  fiill  knowl- 
edge of  the  wrongs  inflicted  by  the  French,  to  aid 
the  French  cause  by  engaging  in  war  against  the 
enemy  of  France?  To  supply  the  waste  of  such 
•  war,  and  to  meet  tho  appn^atkma  of  mlUiona 
extraordinary  for  tlic  war  cvp.  nditiires,  must  our 
ftillow-citizcns,  througboat  tbu  Uuiun,  be  doomed 
to  sustain  th«  iNurdn  of  war>ts]iM  in  Tarious 
forms  of  direct  and  faidircct  imposition  t  For 
official  information  respectinfi  the  millions  deem- 
ed requisilo  for  ciiargcs  of  tho  war,  for  like  infur* 
malion  rc^;p<  <  t  h^g  the  nature  and  amount  of  taxes 
dMimed  requisite  for  drawing  those  millions  fh>m 
the  comTminity,  it  is  here  sufficient  t<o  refrr  to 
estimates  and  reports  made  by  liie  secretary  of 
the  treoflury,  and  tho  commitloe  of  ways  and 
moans,  and  to  tho  body  of  resolutions  paseed  in 
March  lost,  in  the  House  of  R4>prescnt.itivcs. 

It  would  l>c  some  relief  to  our  anxiety,  if 
amends  were  likely  to  be  made  fcr  the  weakness 

and  wildness  of  the  projwt.  by  the  prndonrp  of 
the  preparation.  But  iu  no  aspect  of  this  anom- 
alous affiur  can  we  trace  the  great  and  distinctive 
properties  of  wisdom.  There  is  seen  a  hcadlouj,' 
riivliin^  into  (lifTiciiltics,  -with  littlu  caleuLitlon 
about  the  means,  and  little  concern  about  the  con- 
swjuenceSi  With  »n»vy  comparatively  nominal, 
we  are  about  to  enter  into  the  list^  against  the 
groat<'st  nmrinf  on  llic  plohe.  With  a  commerce, 
unprotected  and  spread  over  every  ocean,  we 
propose  to  mako  profit  by  priviiteeriag,  and  for 
this  endaag^  the  wealth  of  wUeh  w«  an  honest 


proprietors.  An  invasion  is  threatened  of  tf» 
colonics  of  a  power,  which,  withotit  ptittinjr  a  new 
ship  into  commission,  or  taking  another  soldier 
into  pay,  eon  qiread  alarm  or  desdation  along 
the  extensive  range  of  our  seaboard.  The  re- 
sources of  our  country,  in  their  natural  state, 
great  beyond  our  wants  or  our  hopes,  are  im. 
pidted  by  the  effiwt  of  artUieial  restraints.  Be- 
fore adequate  fortifications  are  prr[>arcd  for  do- 
mestic defence,  before  men  or  money  are  pro- 
vided fbr  a  irar  of  attack,  why  hasten  into  the 
midst  of  that  awful  contest,  which  is  layingwasto 
Europe  ?  It  cannot  be  concealed,  that  to  engage 
iu  the  present  war  against  England,  is  to  place 
ourselves  on  the  side  of  rnooe;  and  expoMs  us 
to  the  vassalage  of  states^  oerving  under  the  baai* 
neri  of  ttic  French  emperor. 

The  undersigned  cannot  refrain  from  asking, 
what  aito  tJie  United  States  to  g»hi  by  this  wart 
Will  the  gratification  of  some  privateersmen 
compensate  the  nation  for  that  sweep  of  our 
legitimate  oommcrcc,  by  the  extended  moiine 
of  our  enemy,  which  this  desperate  aot  invitesi 
Will  Canada  oompciisato  the  middle  states  for 
New- York;  or  tho  western  states  for  Ncw-Or. 
leansl  Let  us  not  be  deceived.  A  wir  of  inva- 
sion may  invite  a  retort  of  invaston.  When  we 
visit  the  pcacealdo  and,  as  to  u?,  innocent  colo- 
nics of  Great  Britian  with  the  horrors  of  war,  can 
we  be  assured  that  our  own  coast  wlU  not  be 
visited  with  like  horrors? 

At  a  crisis  uf  tlie  world  such  as  the  present, 
and  under  impressions  such  as  these,  the  under- 
signed eoldd  not  oaosider  die  war  in  whkli  tiie 
United  States  have,  in  secret,  been  precipitated, 
as  necessary,  or  required  by  any  moral  duty, 
or  any  political  expediency. 
Signed,) 


Gr:oiU.K  SCLMVAH, 
MAKTl.V  CIHTTENDE-V, 
AlilJAIl  IlKJLLOW, 
Fl.l,I,\n  HI'.KiUAM, 
WII.I.IAJI  ELT, 
JObiAU  <4i:iXCV, 
WILLIAM  RK>:D. 
PAMrKl.  TAOGAHT, 
LAllAN  \viii:aion, 
t.»:oNAKii  \s  nn  K, 

KICn  AUU  JACKfOS,  JOK., 
EI.ISKA  IL  I'aTTKIl, 


LKWIS  B.  SnTROES, 
liKNJAUlS  TALLilAJMIX, 
U.  tlLEKCKBR, 

JAMBS  KMorr, 

A8A  riTCH, 
THOMAS  R.  nOLD. 
JAMES  MILNOK, 

H.  M.  rsiwiri.v, 
c.  (;ni.ii.-ini;;oL«;H, 
riin.H'  i;  kkv, 

I'Hll.ll'  STCAIIT, 
JOHN  JIAKKn, 


jrAi'iniiii'irrs  cuami'Ios,  james  nuKCKENaiDO^ 

JonN  DAVllNi'oriT,  Jt'M.,  JOS.  LE«  I?.  JcXt 

LVMAN  I.AW,  TilOMAS  ^^lLaOK, 

JONA.  0.  MOSBLT,  A.  M'URVDB. 

fWOniT  RIUK.  tnu,  M&  rUMOKi 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 
■  opxBATioirs  or  thx  tsab  isifl. 

FMition  of  the  cwjnfry  at  tTic  declnrnfion  of  wnr  —  AijtantAges  and  diaadvantagca  —  State  of  foeliog  in  N«v  Eilg- 
Und — Pulpit  Larangucs  —  Stale  of  fimliiig  iu  thu  middle  and  ooiilliei-n  f>tat«s —  Riot  in  l^ltliuore  —  EuthnnflsiB 
ifi  tbe  wi-st  —  Appointment  of  oiSetn  for  the  irmy  —  Difficultiea  in  the  way  —  Canada  to  b«  Invaded  —  (iun- 
«ral  littU'a  — S«ta  out  for  iMftAt — Pelay  ^  infonning  him  of  tlie  d«eUratioB  «f  war — Eoten  Cuoada — 
jn»  pradainatloii  —  HU  ttnfifo  tnaeHTlty  and  vadlhtSoB  —  lUl  of  Bladdiiav— Hull  tvtmta  to  Detroit— 
liritisli  atlivity  —  Ciipt.iin  BniiU'is  coinjtiiny  — VjiiiliiiriiL'  .JcA-iitcd  —  Miilcr  at  ^[a!.'>la^'ll  —  Captj/in  ileald  eracu- 
at««  Chicago  —  Expedition  of  Cass  and  U'Artlmr  —  llic  liriliUi  od vaoca — UuU's  surrender  —  Amuaneiit  and 
liidlgiMrt!«ii  of  Hm  eovntiy—Hall  tited  md  «ewl«inMd— Oalluitry  «C  tb*  aavy— Ifc*  Mlalmtal  «Imm  cT  ft*, 

Cdoatiluttoa  by  n  Pfltish  sqiLiilron — The  ConsUtullon  f;ip1iire«  tlic  GuiTriure — Kxultntuin  nml  jiriilt^  nf  t!ie 
country  —  Victory  uf  Ui«  Wn«p  over  the  Frolic  —  EtlVtU  uf  the  Amprican  ifunnt-ry — ])',c;iUir  in  thu  Uuilinl 
Btat«a  captures  tlie  Macedonian  —  Tlie  Constitution  takes  the  Java  —  ^'olurllp.  r  clTorta  in  the  north-tri-st  —  Har- 
riaon  Id  oonuiMod  — GcDcnil  Hopkins  oa  tlio  Wabuh— Gaptoia  Zoebar^  Titylor  «t  Fort  Uarriwo — Other  ex- 
peditions in  (he  vcat — Ynn  Rcnawlaw  at  Lewiaton — Dcttrnilnca  to  attaek  Qnematomi  -~  Explofta  of  Captain 
Wool  —  The  bottle  —  lii^i^TAoefiil  ci>ii<liiL-t  of  tl>e  militia  on  the  American  sliurf  — The  Britifh  victorious  at  the 
Ia<t — Genaral  Siuyth'i  valnglarious  att^pt — lit  reault— OUier  efforts  to  do  aomcibing — General  DeorlMini 
■ad  Ilia  coona— Abmid  and  TiliatlmwaoiMllailaB— Ertimata  of  tbe  rampaiga  ft  1B1± 


Tiiua  was  our  eonntry  a  secornl  tlmo  | 
iu  uniis  against  Enp;l:md.  Auirercd,  ! 
sinarting  umler  a  sense  of  long-coatiu- 
ued  outrage  and  wrong]  consciou3  of 
ability  to  am&et  their  jmi  righta,  the 
larger  portion  of  the  United  States 
threw  dourn  the  gauntlet^  and  resolved 
to  hazard  their  all  in  defence 
of  their  liberties  and  their 
claim  to  independence  among  the  na> 
tioiis  of  the  earth. 

In  many  rciipects,  our  country  was 
more  favorably  situate  than  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Berolntionary  War. 
Tbe  population  had  eonmderably  more 
than  doubled.  National  resonrce.s  had 
been  largely  developped.  A  settled 
govtM  rnnent  was  in  effective  operation. 
NatioiKi]  piide  had  grown  and  in- 
Vou  ill.— 20 


I  creased.  Americans  deemed  them- 
I  sclvci^  the  equals  of  the  oldest  and 
liaiii^htiest  nations  of  the  old  world. 
And  however  absurd  it  might  have 
seemed,  on  a  calm  review  of  the  relop 
tive  power  and  position  of  England 
and  the  United  States,  for  the  latter  to 
venture  single-handed  upon  the  deiidly 
struggle,  Americans  did  nop  hesitate: 
with  a  sort  of  self-reliant  audacity,  they 
counted  themselves  a  liost,  and  deemed 
no  odds  sufficient  to  fright  them  from 
the  tented  field  and  the  bloody  eouflict. 

There  was  unqaestionably  sseal  and' 
spirit  ^ough  in  oar  oonntiymen  for 
this  emergency.  There  was  coinage 
enough,  strong  hands  and  stout  lit^ai-ts 
enough ;  but,  it  must  be  coufes.sed,  there 
wa.s  DO  adequate  preparation  foi-  the 
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contest  with  so  iH>werful  an  enemy  as 
England.  Neither  in  men,  nor  in  offi- 
cers; neither  in  the  cxccntive,  nor  his 
cabinet;  iieillior  in  the  linanciiil  pro- 
visions, nor  in  regard  to  t  lie  nature  and 
character  of  the  war,  was  there  the 
proper  foresiglit,  the  just  conceptioD, 
tbe  needful  training,  the  fitting,  ability 
for  the  vigorous  and  successful  prose- 
cution of  hostihties  aq'ainst  the  neigh- 
boring colonies  of  England  by  land,  or 
her  vast  and  terrible  array  of  sliips  of 
war  on  the  sea.  Thf  Inm^^hty  mistress 
of  the  ocean  had  her  thousand  floating 
castles,  which  proudly  bore  aloft  the 
royal  flag;  and  innumerable  cmiaevs 
and  privateers  were  ready  in  every  sea 
to  pounce  upon  tbe  defenceless  Ameri> 
can  commerce ;  wlillo  the  entire  naval 
force  of  the  United  States,  in  ordinary 
or  in  ]»ni](]in<r,  was  only  eight  fiigates 
and  t\v('lv(^  sloops  !* 

But  even  this  disparity  of  force,  this 
confessedly  insufficient  preparatioii  for 
war  in  nearly  every  respect,  vaa  not 
^^^^  the  worst  feature  in  tbe  then 
position  of  tiffiiirs.  The  rage 
of  parly  feelings;  the  discords  and  bit- 
ter feud*?  of  democrats  and  federalist;?; 
the  lack  of  unanimity  and  conoord  in 
meetin?  the  foe, — were  seritjnn  and 
dreadful  obstacles  in  the  way  of  those 


*  In  1812,  Bitys  Ur.  Cooper,  Uio  nvfj  of  Groat 
BrilaiB  nomlmlly  oonlaiiMd  a  thoinuid  uid  rixljr  nil, 

of  wliii  li  between  seven  and  eight  hurn;lrc<l  were  effi- 
cient cruising  vessel^  uxl  Uie  state  of  things  wns  such 
to  Boropcs  fbrt  wu  able  to  nod  as  many  aUps  as 
she  thought  nc'oossary  apiinst  the  Amcrirnn^.  The 
navy — if  wo  may  use  U»c  term — of  the  United  States, 
aeooinllDg  to  the  mmm  aathorilj,  oooBiatad  of  iMit  ser- 
piitccn  cnil^inpr  vcsseli;  on  the  ooean,  of  which  nine 
wero  of  a  claM;  1«8S  than  frigates. — See  Cooper's  "J\r'a- 
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who  had  brought  about  the  dcclail^tion 
of  war  and  were  determined  to  carry 

it  on  at  all  hazards.  Bo<»ton,  so  illus- 
trious  in  tlie  Revoiationai y  stiniri^le, 
now  scouted  and  denounced  tho  second 
waj"  against  England,  and  the  flags  of 
her  shipping  were  hoisted  at  half-mast 
when  the  news  came  to  her,  in  token 
of  monming  and  hnroiliation.  All  New 
England  resonnded  with  the  bitterest 
dctnniciations  of  the  executive  and  the 
war  party.  The  state  Ipirislatnrc^,  the 
mercliants,  the  lawyers,  the  w»';dth  and 
the  talent  of  this  portion  of  our  coun- 
try fiercely  arrayed  themselves  against 
the  administraticMi  and  its  measures; 
and  many  of  the  NewEngland  minnten, 
who  thought  themselves  called  ujwn  to 
be  guides  in  politics  as  well  as  religion, 
indulged  in  a  stylo  and  vioh-nce  of  in- 
vective which  has  no  ]);u  ;dlel  elsewhere 
in  history.  A  specimen  or  two  uf  their 
diatribes  may  not  improperly  be  here 
quoted. 

"It  is  a  war,"  exdiumed  one  ardent 
beater  of  the  "  dram  eodesiaatic,"  un- 
exampled in  history ;  proclaimed  on 

the  most  frivolous  and  groundless  pre- 
tences; let  no  consideration  whatever 
deter  niy  bretlirun,  at  all  times  and  in 
all  places,  fiom  execrating  the  present 
war.  Mr.  ^Madison  has  declared  it,  let 
Mr.  Madison  carry  it  on.  IT  yon  do 
not  wish  to  become  the  slaves  of  thoeo 
who  are  slaves,  and  are  themselves  the 
slaves  of  JEVench  slaves,  you  nmst  cut 
the  connection,  or  so  far  alter  tlie  Con- 
stitution as  to  secure  yourselves  a  sharo 
in  the  government.  The  Union  has 
been  long  since  virtually  dissolved,  and 
it  is  high  time  that  this  part  of  the  dis' 
muted  states  should  take  care  of  itselE" 
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RIOT  IN  BALTIUORK 


*f  Should  the  Engltsli  now  be  at  liberty 
to  send  ull  their  uniiies  and  all  their 
sliips  to  America^"  cried  imotber.  "  and 
in  one  day  burn  every  city  from  Maine 
to  Gf-nririn,  vonr  conclnscf'n(Hn£r  rult'is 
would  j)hiy  oil  iLur  buries,  while  tin  y 
gazed  on  the  tremendous  conflagration." 
And  again,  eiren  more  farioQsly  shoated 
a  thuilf  "What  sooty  slave  in  all  the 
Andent  Dominion  more  obseqnionsly 
watched  the  eye  of  his  master,  and  flew 
to  the  indulgence  of  his  desires  more 
servilely,  than  those  same  masters  have 
waited,  and  watched,  nnd  obeyed,  the 
prders  of  the  great  Napoleon  ?"  "How 
will  the  supporters  of  thisanti-Christaan 
war&re  endure  their  sentence — endore 
their  own  reflections— endure  the  fire 
that  forever  burns — the  worm  which 
never  dies — the  hosannas  of  lieaven, 
while  the  pmoke  of  their  torments  as- 
cends forever  and  ever?"*  No  wonder 
if,  under  ^uch  harangues  as  these  must 
have  been,  New  England  arrayed  her- 
eof against  the  war,  and  did  every 
thing  izL  her  power  to  oppose  and  har> 
ass  the  adniim8tration.f 


*  Sco  IngcrsoITi  "iRitofr  tfth*  Sttmi  ITiir,*  toL 

L,  pp.  62-£6. 
t  Hr.  Dwight  gives  tiie  oorrcRpondencB  between  the 

autlioritic-s  at  ^Vl^.si]ing^nIl  and  tlic  governor  of  Connoo- 
ticut,  ia  which  are  coraudcred  tho  grouoda  of  the  k(- 
tare's  feAual  to  aUoirtlwiBlllUa  to  leavQihe  slate.  Mr. 

Dwight  further  says:  "In  July,  lsl'_\  tlie  f^ovcriior 
of  Maasacbusetts  issmd  a  general  order  to  tho  nulitia 
of  that  alatB,  in  wbfa^  after  tome  pnBmlnarjr  nmaiks 
on  tlie  sl;itc  of  tho  country',  ami  dirocting  tli;it  the  d(S 
j  tachmcnt  of  ten  tbousaod  oca  stiould  be  completed 
I    without  tbbj,— it  is  added,— tiiat  as  that  body  of  own, 

I  tx'inK  to  lie  raised  throuc'hotif  tljc  sta'.p.  miild  not  ho 
aesemblcd  to  repel  a  sudden  mvasiou,  and  it  would  be 
fxtremdy  bardenaoBM  to  beep  (hem  coMtanlljr  in  Mr- 
vice,  and  if  they  were  aRScmbled  thoy  would  not  be 
adequate  to  tho  defence  of  the  exposed  points  ofa  coaiit 
of  MfeiBl  hvndrail  loOei  in  •itattt-'it  ms  ordood, 


In  the  middle  and  southern  states, 

there  was  greater  divei«ty  of  sentiment 
on  this  subject.  Some,  if  not  many, 
disapjirovcd  of  the  war ;  bnt  th<»  ma« 
jority  undoubtedly  weie  in  iuvor  of 
prosecuting  it  with  vigor  and  energy. 
The  strong  feeling  of  those  who  .snp- 
ported.the  views  of  the  war  party  was 
manifested,  in  one  case,  in  a  very  vio- 
lent and  scandalous  manner.  It  appears 
that  at  Baltimore,  tliorc  was  a  newspa- 
per, called  "The  Federal  Gazette,"  the 
editor  of  which,  not  only  ardently  ad- 
vocated the  views  of  his  party,  but  also 
indulged  in  very  free  strictures  upt)n 
the  administration  and  its  course  in  re- 
gard to  the  war.  Thb  was  on  ^e  20th 
of  Jnne:  the  same  evening,  his  office 
was  mobbed,  and  his  whole  establish- 
ment destroyed.  Some  weeks  after- 
wards, Hanson,  the  editor,  endeavored 
to  re-establish  his  papei-,  hoping  that 
the  law  would  protect  hiiu  and  his 
property ;  but  fearing  renewed  assaults, 
he  fortified  his  house,  and  aided 
by  Generals  Henry  Lee  and 
Lingan,  Kevolutionaty  officers,  he  de- 
termined to  resist  aggression  by  force. 
On  the  27th  of  July,  the  mob  again  at- 
tacked Hanson's  establishment;  blood  | 
was  shed;  and  the  occupants  of  the 
house  were  persuaded  by  the  mayor, 
as  the  only  means  of  sa^dng  their  lives, 
to  eorrender  and  go  to  Jail,  to  answer 
chars^es  atraliist  them.  The  next  ni*dit 
the  jail  was  broken  open,  and  the  pris- 
oners shamefully  abused  and  maltreated. 


that  the  officers  of  the  whole  militia  of  the  state  hokl 
fhemadvea,  and  the  nOida  under  their  comnand,  in 

consuuit  rc.idiiiei^  io  iiJisenible  and  marcti  to  any  part 
or  porta  of  tlte  6tatc."-*"iruitoy  qf  th»  JJarf/ord 
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G^eral  lingan  died  of  the  tortnres  he 
underwent ;  Oeneral  Lee  was  lamed  for 
life ;  and  others  escaped  only  by  feign- 
Inir  to  be  dead.   The  city  aathci^ities 

I)laiuly  connived  at  these  outrage?,  aiul 
the  whole  blaine  wm  thrown  upon  Ilan- 
80U  and  his  friends,  foi-  dariug  to  defy 
"the  democratic  sentiment  of  Balti- 
more P*  ■ 

It  was  in  the  great  west,  howeyer, 
thlit  the  war  spirit  prevailed  oyer  all 
o})])osition ;  and  the  stalwart  denizens 
ol  timt  section  of  our  conntrv,  were 
ready,  to  a  man,  to  fight  for  the  cnnse 
of  liljtrty  and  equal  rights.  With 
them,  enthusiiifjiii  and  the  love  of  coun- 
try glowed  in  every  bosom,  and  they 
were  eager  for  tHe  call  to  the  iMttle- 
field.f  GoDScions  of  the  dangers  to 
which  the  frontier  was  exposed  from 
uavage  incurious;  fully  persuade  that 
England  was  en[^a2;ed  in  tlie  mean  and 
detestaldo  occujuition  of  inciting  the 
Indians  to  murderous  hostilit}-;  and 
with  imaginatioua  fired  with  liic  pros- 
pect of  conqaersDg  Canada,  and  ezpel> 
ling  the  enemy  from  the  continent;  the 
people  of  the  west  entered  heart  and 
soul  into  the  contest,  and  suffisi-ed  not 


The  reaction  caused  bj  this  tiId  spirit  of  rooboc- 
racy,  produced  «  dumge  in  the  polities  of  Ibiyland. 

t  That  i!i.-t:ti:ruMii'<l  R^lenilist,  John  Jay,  in  reply 
(o  some  iaquirics  on  the  subject  of  Uie  war,  <»[>n:£scd 
his  views  flwkly  ud  stnightlbnrardly.  (For  John 

Ailaiiis's  opitiiuii,  soc  ji.  11^.)  I'ndor  date  of  July 
2Stb,  1812,  lie  ^Tctc  to  a  friend:  "As  the  war  has 
h«en  eonatiiMiimtatfy  declared,  the  people  are  evi- 
dently bound  to  hi;]ip  irt  it  in  t!u'  ni:innf>r  whirh  <*'^ 
ttilutional  kws  do  or  bball  prescribe.  In  my  opinion, 
the  dedaratioD  of  war  was  neitbcr  nocwMwy,  nor  ex- 
pedient, nor  seasonable;  »nd  I  tliink  that  they  who 
cntortaiu  this  opinion  do  well  in  cxpresiung  it,  both  in- 
cBvidinlli'  and  a^tudSmij^  m  thb  veqr  ikifiilir  end 
important  ooeaiioa.*' — '*^f^^  «/  Ji^,*  toL  L,  p. 
44*. 
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a  doabt  to  enter  their  minds  that  vic- 
tory would  crown  their  patriotic  efforts. 

In  looking  back  upon  the  zeal  and 
spirit  which  animated  our  conntrymen 

at  this  date,  "wp  niay  well  give  ex-pt  t^s- 
.sion  to  the  r<'<j:ict,  tliat,  not  only  was 
there  very  cnlpable  neglii^ence  in  the 
making  proper  preparation  for  the  war, 
but  also  that  the  material  out  of  which 
to  choose  officers  of  the  higlu  r  grade 
was  so  scanty,  and,  for  the  meet  part, 
of  so  little  Tidne.  Madison,  as  we  haye 
said,  was  utterly  averse  to  war  in  any 
fihapc,  and  no  one  of  his  cabinet  had 
either  experience  or  alilUty  to  make  up 
for  his  deficienc  ies.  \\  first,  he  thought 
of  appointing  Henry  Clay  as  command- 
er-in-chief; but  that  eloquent  Kentnck- 
ia^  was  not  acquainted  witb  military 
science  at  all,  and  he  was  wanted  in  the 
House  of  BepresaitBtives*  The  presi- 
dent then  sought  among  the  snrvivors 
of  the  Revolution  for  a  f^uifablc  head 
to  the  army,  and  Henry  Dcailjorn, 
a  major  in  the  first  ■war,  and  one  of 
Mr.  Jeflfeison^  cabinet,  was  made  coifr 
mandco^in-cbief.  With  him  were  aa> 
sociated,  as  brigadiepgenerala,  James 
Wilkinson,  Wade  Tlanijiton,  William 
Ilidl,  and  Joseph  Blooniruld.  The 
president  also  appointed  Thomati  Pinck- 
ney  a  major-general.  In  the  case  of 
these  oflicei^,  it  was  soon  iifter  discov- 
ered, that  age  and  long  cessation  from 
military  toik  and  activity  would  seri- 
ously interfere  with  their  being  able 
to  prosecute  hostilities  with  vigor  and 
reasonable  prospect  of  success*  Then 
too,  ultliongh  Congress  had  authorized 
the  enlistment  of  twenty -five  thousand 
men,  it  was  found  impossible  to  till  up 
the  ranks  from  the  few  who  felt  any 
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necessity  of  enlisting.  The  whole  num- 
her  of  regulars  at  the  oj^enhig  of  the 
war  scai'cely  amounted  to  live  thuusaud 
men,  and  these  were  scattered  over  a 
vast  surface  of  conntry.  The  president 
vna  empowered  to  i-eceive  fiflly  tbon< 
eand  volanteen,  and  to  call  out  one 
hnndred  tliotiBand  militia;  but  these, 
alwap  unreliable,  and  though  some- 
times fighting  with  w  otkI*  rfnl  bravt^ry, 
subject  to  sudden  pauios,  were  no  luntcli 
for  the  disciplined  troops  of  the  enemy, 
and  would  prove  serviceable  mainly  in 
defending  the  seareoast  and  the  fe>n- 
ti^**  And,  in  addition  to  all  this,  aev* 
eral  of  tlie  state  authonties  were  not 
disposed  to  submit  to  the  president's 
demand  for  the  militia  In  the  existing 
condition  of  things,  as  we  shall  see 
further  on.  * 

Some  time  before  the  declaration  of 
var,  the  inyasion  of  Canada  bad  been 
detennined  upon.  T)ns  waa  indeed  the 
only  aggressive  movement  which  oonld 
be  made,  and  very  sanguine  hopes  of 
sneoeas  were  enttrtiiuied  by  the  admin- 
isti-ation;  fnr,  it  was  arfT-ncd,  if 
the  United  States  liail  ovei-i'oitif! 
England  with  a  population  less  tlian 
half  ita  present  number,  surely  now 
they  would  be  able  to  expel  them  from 
America  altogether.  The  attack  was  to 
be  T*egtm  by  General  Hull, governor  of 
Michigan  Territory,  and  commander  of 
the  north-western  army,  as  it  was  termed. 
III?!  forc-o  consisted  of  between  Ih'e  hun- 
dred and  a  thousimd  regulare,  and  some 
two  thooMHid  mililisfifMn  Ohio.  With 
these,  the  army  of  the  centre,  conaistr 
ing  of  abont  two  thousand  regulars  and 
over  two  thousand  militia,  was  to  ocy 
operate  on  the  Niagara  frontier;  and 


it  was  confidently  expected,  tliat  they 
would  be  able  to  sweep  every  thing 
V>efore  them,  and  in  a  short  time  jilant 
the  standard  of  the  Union  on  the  walls 
of  Montreal.  Had  General  Hull  been 
the  right  man,  and  had  be  been  i>yoi> 
erly  furnished  and  supported  by  exec- 
utive ability  at  Washington,  thb  ex- 
pectation of  the  country  at  large  m%ht 
have  been  gratified. 

About  the  middle  of  June,  Hull  left 
Dayton  in  Ohio,  with  the  forces  under 
his  command,  Colonels  l^fArthur,  Cass, 
and  Ilndlay  being  at  the  head  of  the 
three  regiments  of  Ohio  volunteers. 
Passing  through  Stanton  and  tJrbanna, 
the  army  were  compelled,  in  travereing 
the  uncultivated  rei^Hons  between  the 
latter  ])lace  and  the  ilaplds  of  the  Mau- 
mee,  (about  a  hundred  and  fifty  miles,) 
to  remove  obstructions,  and  make  their 
own  road.  Having  built  fcmr  block- 
houses, and  garrisoned  th^  with  the 
disabled,  they  reached  the  Bapids  on 
the  30th  of  June.  On  the  2Gth,  foni 
days  previous,  General  TTidl  liad  re- 
ceived  ])y  express,  a  letter  from  Dr. 
lui-tis,  the  secretary  of  war,  written 
on  the  moiuing  of  the  day  on  which 
the  declaration  of  war  was  made.  By 
some  strange  cardessness,  this  letter 
merely  reiterated  former  ordeis,  and 
contained  ezpresrions  which  seemed  to 
show  that  war  would  ?oon  be  declared. 
E\'pcctln£X  to  he  informefl,  by  expre«Sj 
wlieu  the  declaration  actnallv  trM)k 
place,  and  not  imagining  such  ii  thing 
as  that  the  British  eodd  be  in 
possession  of  such  important  in* 
tdligenoe  earlier  than  himself^  Hall, 
{(>r  the  purpose  of  disencumbering  his 
army,  and  fedlitating  their  march,  hired 
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a  voaself  vbicb  had  sailed  as  a  packet, 
to  convey  to  Detroit,  his  sick,  bis  hos- 
pital st(M%s,  and  a  consiileraWe  part  of 
his  lKi!>gage.  This  vessel,  whicli  sailed 
on  ihv  1st  of  July,  fell  intn  fhc^  hnwh 
of  tlie  Briti.sh  near  Makkni,  who  had 
been  two  or  three  days  in  possciision 
of  the  information  that  war  was  de- 
dared.  With  Hollas  private  baggage, 
his  ald-de-eamp  unfortunately  had 
placed  on  Iward  the  vessel  a  trunk  of 
ofEci.'il  and  confi<lential  papeis,  liy 
means  of  M'liifh  the  enemy  obtained 
possession  of  his  corrcj^pondoncc  ^vitll 
the  government  and  the  returns  of  his 
officers,  thus  having  disdoaed  to  them 
the  number  and  condition  of  Huirs 

The  letter  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
dated  June  18th,  containing  the  import- 
ant information  of  tlie  declaration  of 
war,  was  received  oii  the  2d  of  July. 
To  our  astouishment,  we  learn  that  this 
letter  was  entmsted  to  the  ordinar}' 
course  of  the  mail,  as  if  it  were  a  mat- 
ter of  very  small  consequence!  Hull 
was  on  his  march  at  the  time,  and  on 
the  5th  of  July,  encamped  at  Spring 
Wells,  <ippnsite  Sandwich  and  within 
a  few  miles  of  Detrt>it.  Three  or  tour 
days  were  spent  in  rest  and  refresh- 
ment, and,  having  entered  Detroit,  in 
couiddering  what  next  should  be  done. 

The  army  as  a  body,  were  eager  to 
enter  upon  the  work  liud  out  for  them, 
and  were  confident  of  success  in  invad- 
ifip;  Canada.  On  tlio  0th  r.f  Julv,  Hull 
received  dispatches  tVoni  th(;  seei-et^uy 
of  war,  authoriy/uig  iiim  to  c*.>mnience 
offensive  operations  if  he  judged  best ; 
upon  which,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of 
the  office-IB  and  troops,  he  eroased  the 
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river  on  the  12th,  took  posseadon  of 

the  village  of  Sandwich,  and  issued  a 
boldly*worded  proclamation  to  the  in- 
liabitants  of  the  province.     He  had 
conic,  he  told  tlu-in,  lo  set  all  who  de- 
sired liherty,  tree  from  the  tyranny  and 
injustice  of  Great  Britain,  and  he  would 
charge  himself  with  their  protection ; 
bnt  he  would  exterminate  the  British 
forces,  if  they  employed  Indians  in  the 
war ;  his  force  was  sufficient  to  break  j 
down      o|H)o'-itTOTi,  and  it  was  but  the  ' 
forornnner  of  a  niucli  Larimer  one.  His 
(h'cds,  hbwever,  did  not  correspond  to 
his  words.    Now  was  the  moment  to 
push  forward  to  the  attack  of  Maiden, 
or  Amherstberg,  an  important  fortress 
hdd  by  the  British,  on  the  Detroit 
River,  near  its  entrance  into  Lake  Ei-ie. 
It  was  garrisoned  by  ?5ome  six  hundred 
men,  under  Colonel  St.  Georc^e,  and  had  i 
Hull  acted  with  ])!'oni]">titnde  and  spirit,  j 
would  no  doubt  have  yielded  to  the 
American  arms.   The  commander  he^ 
itated,  and  wavered,  and  thought  it 
best  to  wut  for  the  getting  his  heavy 
artillery  in  readiness,  and  so  the  pie* 
cious  opportunity  slipj)ed  away. 

Instead  of  attacking  Maiden,  or  lib- 
erating Cana<la,]ie  remained,  wtrk  after 
week,  in  a  state  of  inactivity  as  morti- 
fying as  it  was  inejqplicable,  not  doing 
a  single  thing  to  ju.^tily  either  the  invi- 
tations or  the  menaces  of  his  procIama> 
tion;  80  that  whatever  ardor 
had  fired  his  troo]>s  was  cooled 
o^reatly,  and  distrn-1  and  contempt  ex- 
pelled confidence  and  attachment  from 
the  hearts  c^f  the  Canadians.  The  en- 
emy meanwhile  were  not  idle.  Maiden 
was  reinforeed;  the  snpplies  were  alf 
meet  entirely  cut  off;  and  Hull  was  get* 
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ting  deeper  and  de^er  Into  the  "slongli 

of  des|K)nd."  News  readied  him  near 
the  end  of  the  month,  that  Mackinaw 
had  fallen  into  the  liaiids  of  the  euemy, 
who  were  tliu;3  put  ia  possession  of  one 
of  the  strongest  posts  in  the  coimtr}-. 
It  had  "been  attacked  on  the  17th  of 
July,  by  a  party  of  British  and  Indians, 
principally  the  latter,  amounting  in  ike 
whole  to  one  thousand  and  twenty-four. 
Lieutenant  Hanks,  who  commanded  at 
this  f<>J*t,  had  oidy  fifty-seven  men  un- 
der liis  eomiuaud;  nor,  though  twelve 
days  hud  elapsed  since  Hull's  arrival 
at  Detroit,  had  he  been  informed  of 
die  declaration  of  war.  The  amnmons 
to  surrender  was  the  first  knowledge 
given  to  him  that  hostilities  had  broken 
out.  On  learning  the  strcnrfth  of  the 
enemy,  Hanks  capitulated,  by  the  unan- 
imous adnce  of  his  officors ;  stijudatinj:^, 
however,  that  his  garrisiou  shouhl  mai  ch 
oat  of  the  fort  with  tlie  honors  of  war. 

Unll  was  panio4tricken  at  this  newa^ 
and  perceiving  that  the  road  was  now 
open  for  Indian  marauding  excursions 
flora  the  north-wost,  and  fearing  that 
lie  would  be  overwhchiit  d  if  he  rc- 
maiued  in  Canada,  he  gave  ordei-s  to 
retreat,  just  as  the  attack  on  Maiden 
was  to  be  nude,  and  on  the  8th  of  Au- 
gust ingloriously  returned  to  Detroit 

The  British  were  not  slow  to  avail 
tliemselvos  of  the  opening  which  Hull's 
con<luct  allowed.  General  Brock  took 
command  of  the  forces  at  Maiden.  Tlie 
agents  uiid  othei's  in  the  employ  of 
the  North-West  Fur  Company,  fur- 
nished important  assbtance,  es]>ecially 
in  ronsing  the  Indian  tribes  to  join 
against  the  Americans ;  and  Teemiiefa, 
Qow  a  migOFgaiaral  in  the  British  ser* 
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vice,  was  sent  to  occupy  the  forest  wil- 
derness south  of  Detroit,  and  cut  off  all 
communication  from  its  garrison. 

At  the  T-iver  Kaifin,  Tecnmfeh  met 
and  stopped  a  coni])auy  of  Ohio  volun- 
teers, under  Captain  Brush,  who  were 
hastooing  with  supplies  to  join  General 
Hnll,  whom  they  expected  to  find  in 
Ca  n  ad  a.  Brush  contrived  to  get  word 
to  Hull  by  means  of  a  scout,  and  Major 
Vanliorne,  with  a  hundred  and  fifty  or 
two  hundred  men,  was  sent  to  open  the  . 
road  and  escort  Brush  to  Detroit.  But 
falling  into  an  Indian  ambusli,  they  were 
routed  by  less  than  half  thdr  number, 
and  searcdy  a  hundred  made  their  way 
back  to  the  fort,  tlie  rest  being  killed, 
or  dispersed.  Tlie  Iinliaii>5  nUo  cap 
tared  Hull's  dispatches,  which  were 
sent  to  Brock,  and  showed  him  the  de- 
spond iug  condition  of  the  American 
foi'ces. 

News  soon  afterwards  reached  Gen- 
eral Hnll,  that^  in  oonscqnence  of  an 

armistice  for  a  brief  period  between 
Sir  George  Prevost  and  General  Dear- 
bom,  in  which,  however,  Hull  was  not 
included,  the  British  commander  had 
an  opportunity  of  directing  his  whole  ! 
force  against  the  anuy  of  the  north-  j 
west;  and  further,  that  the  promised 
cooperation  on  the  Niagara  i&ontkr 
could  not  be  depended  on  at  aU.  In 
this  state  of  oUSsatBf  Hull  resolved  to 
make  another  attempt  to  restore  his 
communications  with  Ohio,  and  for  that 
{lurpose  directed  Lieutenant-(\)lonel 
Miller,  with  six  hundred  men,  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  Raisin,  and  to  clear  the 
woods  of  the  savages  there^  Bot  sim- 
iiltaneously  with  this  moveraent|  Gen- 
eral Proctor,  on  the  nde  of  the  enemy, 
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liiki  cioiised  over  with  all  liis  force, 
some  four  or  five  hundred  strong,  to 
press  tbe  advantages  gained  by  Tecum- 
seh  ia  that  quarter. 

At  BrowD'sTown,  or  Maguaga,  about 
fotirteen  miles  from  Detroit,  they  found 
the  Indians  nnd  the  Hriti>]i  strongly 
posted;  but  they  t::ill:intly  .•idvuiict'd 
to  the  attJwk,  uml  after  a  .•iovt'ic  cim- 
test,  compelled  theiu  to  retreat.  The 
enemy  embarked  under  coyer 
of  iheir  aimed  TesselSi  and  re- 
toraed  to  Maiden ;  and  lUGller,  having 
lost  about  eighty  men,  was  soon  after 
recalled  to  Detroit. 

On  tlic  0th  of  August,  Hull  sent  an 
order  to  Captain  IlertM  to  evacuate 
Chicago,  where  he  w.ls  in  command, 
aud  lead  hia  force  directly  to  Detroit. 
Heald  set  oat  on  the  15th,  with  about 
seventy  men,  and  some  fifly  iHendly 
Indiaos,  escorting  several  women  and 
children.  Tliey  were  speedily  attacked 
by  tho  pavagcs,  airmnnting  to  about  five 
liun<ln'<l.  More  than  half  of  his  force 
haviug  been  killed,  Captain  Heald  sur- 
rendered to  Blackbird,  a  Pottawottamie 
ehief. 

Captain  Bmsh  having  informed  Gen- 
-i^l  Hull  tliat  he  shouM  endeavor  to 

reach  Detroit  by  n  ein  tiitoiis  route, 
Colonels  Cass  and  ]\l'Ait]iur  volun- 
teered to  go  and  niect  biin,  in  order  to 
insure  the  safe  ai  i  ival  of  (lie  provisiuas. 
Taking  three  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
they  set  out  on  the  13th  of  August ; 
but,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  they  were  not 
successfnl ;  for  the  men  lost  their  way 
in  the  traddeas  forest^and  could  n  ot 
contrive  either  to  pass  or  to  round  a 
mor:u-b ;  aud  tlierefore,  liuving^  consumed 
all  their  stores,  could  only  go  back  to . 
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Detroit^  whither  they  had  been  sum- 
moned to  return,  (but  the  messengers 
were  intercejtted  by  the  Indians,)  and 
where  they  arrived  too  late  to  be  of 
any  ser\  ice. 

General  Brock,  who  had  reaebetl 
Maiden  on  the  l.'itli  of  August,  recallctl 
the  expedition  from  the  Raisin  liiver, 
and  on  the  Ifjth,  erected  batteries  ou 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  Detroit. 
The  same  day,  he  swt  a  flag  snmmoii- 
ing  HuU  to  surrender,  to  which,  answer 
was  sent  that  the  Americans  were  read  j 
to  encounter  the  foe.  Brock  immedi- 
ately opened  the  batteries  upon  the 
town  and  fort,  an<l  did  some  execution. 
Hull  aj)peare  now  to  have  }>een  seized 
with  a  terror  that  completely  unraamied 
hun,  and  hv  officers  were  so  provoked 
by  his  vadUation  and  timidity,  that, 
had  Colonels  Cass  and  M* Arthur  been 
present,  he  would  no  doubt  have  been 
deprived  of  his  command,  and  the  dis- 
graceful restdt  which  followed  prob* 
ably  have  l)eon  jire vented. 

J-irly  in  tlie  morning  of  the  16th  of 
August,  the  British  landed  at  Spring 
W^la,  three  miles  below  Detroit,  and 
marched  forward  to  the  attack.  Hull^a 
force  was  drawn  up  in  battleway  out- 
side the  fort,  the  artillery  Avas  well 
])laiited,  and  the  Americans  had  no 
fear  of  meeting  the  enemy ;  l»nt  when 
the  British  were  about  live  Imndred 
yards  distant,  the  astounding  command 
was  given  for  the  troops  to  retire  within 
the  fortl  The  scene  which  followed 
beggare  deseriptaon;  and  poor  Hull, 
anxious  only  to  escape  from  his  present 
pitiable  condition,  ordered  a  white  flag 
to  be  hung  out  on  the  walls  of  the  fort ! 
Not  a  blow  was  struck,  not  a  gun  wiw 
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fired,  not  a  word  of  consultation  wns  ' 
had  with  his  oiiicers,  not  a  single  stipn- 
laiion  for  the  honor  of  his  troops;  but 
au  uncouditional  giving  up  of  all  to  the 
enemy.  Tlie  fortoess,  the  garrison,  and 
nnmittons  of  war,  the  detadhmeit  im* 
der  Cass  and  HiTArthur,  and  even  the 
soldiera  under  Captain  Brush,  were  in- 
cluded in  the  capitulation.  ITullls  only 
object  seems  to  liavc  been  to  escape 
■  from  tlie  Indian  scalping-knife. 
When  he  had  first  entered  Can- 
ada, the  Britiali  liad  at  Halden  but  one 
Irandred  regular  taxxyps,  four  huubed 
Canadian  mDitia,  and  a  few  himdied 
Indians.  After  General  Brock's  arrivid, 
their  whole  force  was  three  hundred  and 
thirty  regulars,  four  hundred  militia, 
and  six  hundred  Indiars.  Including^ 
tliose  who  were  absent,  the  whole  force 
sui  rendored  by  General  Hull  amounted 
to  two  ihonaand  five  hundred  of 
wbom  twelve  Irandred  were  nuKtia. 

Colonels  Can  and  M'Arthur,  with 
their  detachment^  arrived  in  a  half- 
Rtarvang  condition,  just  in  time. to  hear 
of  the  surrender,  and  they  hoped  to  es- 
cape; but  liuiig(U'  compelled  them  to 
accede  to  the  terms  of  the  capitulation. 
Captain  Bmah,  when  be  beard  the  news 
of  tbe  sorroider  from  some  Obk>  nii£- 
tia^  resolved  to  treat  it  with  contempt; 
and  so  he  marebed  his  fbroe  back  again 
to  Ohio. 

The  arnjizement  and  indignation  of 
the  wliolc  country,  at  Hull's  surrencier, 
cannot  adequately  be  depicted  in  words, 
and  charges  of  not  only  cowardice  and 
disgraceful  inefficiency,  but  also  of  trear 
son  and  ooiQnrion  with  the  enemy  were 
freely  I  testowed  upon  the  unhappy  gen- 
eral. His  ofru  ial  report^  under  date  of 
Vot.  m.— 21 
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Atigust  2()th,  was  sent  to  Washington, 
and  puts  the  l)est  face  upon  the 
matter  of  which  it  k  aipable ; 
but  he  was  contradicted  almost  flatly 
in  every  thing  material  hy  Colond 
Gasa^  is.  a  letter  to  thesei^tary  of  war, 
under  date  of  September  10th;  and 
the  name  and  reputation  of  General 
Hull  sunk  under  the  feai-ful  explosion 
of  wratli  and  disappointment  which 
fell  ui)on  his  devoted  head.  Few,  if 
any,  thought  of  the  mitigation  which 
existed  in  Im  behalf;  of  the  inefficiency 
of  the  war  department ;  the  eatting  off 
his  anpplies;  the  imdisciplined  troopa 
under  his  command;  the  number  and 
savage  ferocity  of  the  Indiana  in  the 
British  employ;  etc. 

In  the  present  connection,  we  may 
mention,  that  General  Hull  was  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  which  assembled  in 
Jannaiy,  and  condnded  its  kbors  at 
Uie  eloee  of  March,  1814.*  Treason, 
cowardice,  neglect  of  duty  and  un-oflBi- 
cer-like  conduct,  were  the  ehaxgea 
against  hini.  Of  the  firet,  he  wa.<?  ac- 
quitted ;  but  was  found  guilty  of  the 
two  latter,  and  was  .sentenced  to  be 
shot.  The  court,  nevertheless,  recom- 
mended him  to  the  merc^  of  tlie  presi- 
dent, in  eoosequence  of  his  advanced 
age  and  his  revolutionary  servioea.  The 
president  listened  to  this  recommenda- 
tion, and  remitted  the  punishment  of 


*  HuU  iasued  an  address  to  Uie  people  of  the  Uiut«d> 
StalM,  asking  n  auspemkm  of  judgiMnC  Un  Ms  Vlndf . 
cation  i-oi)l<l  Ih'  prepared  This  \va.s  puLlisliftil  in  l^i  t , 
and  ia  1846  hia  graadson  ffiYo  to  the  public  a  iMge 
octefo  Toltine,  tntaoded  as  a  eomplete  rdutation  oltihe 
cliargcs  af;;iin.st  luiii.  Tlie  ti ulrr  may  consult  this  vol- 
ume to  advantage,  and  bo  wui  probablj  come  to  the 
coodunm  ibtk  Gabwal  Bid)  ma  nova  wtfnnif  dmit 
villi  dHa,  aU  tU^gi  efnwdmd,  be  liglii^  dM«Md. 
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death,  T>ut  at  tlie  same  time  his  name 
was  ordered  to  be  stricken  from  the 
roll  of  the  army. 

The  disastrous  results  of  the  move- 
monte  in  the  north-west,  where  victt>ry 
had  been  counted  upon  vttb  certainty, 
were  extremely  galling  to  the  pride  of 
our  countiTmen ;  and  th^  chiifed  griev- 
ously under  the  prospect  of  defeat  and 
disgrace  in  a  matter  on  which  the  war- 
party  had  entered  with  most  confident 
ex]iectfition!i  of  glory  and  distinction. 
It  is  Avortliy  of  note,  m  showing  the  un- 
certainty of  plans  for  carrying  on  wai-, 
that,         a  qnnrter  whoice  no  one 
looked  for     the  most  gratifying  and 
most  brilliant  successes  waited  upon  the 
American  arms.   England  had  always 
been  counted  snprcmo  upon  the  ocean, 
and  licr  navy  had  gained  ho  many  illus- 
trious victories,  that  it  was  thought  to 
be  impossiLlu  liiat  any  icvei-ses  could 
befall  lier  oonqaering  ships  of  war. 
Least  of  all  was  it  supposed,  that  the 
United  States,  who  pomsed  no  nayy, 
and  who  had  at  best  but  a  ^t-w  frigates 
and  smaller  vessels,  would  dare  to  en- 
counter in  battle  the  lordly  mastere  of 
the  KCiL    But  it  was  speedily  demon- 
strated to  England,  m  well  as  to  the 
worlds  that  the  gallant  little  navy  of 
the  United  State!  was  as  able  as  it  was 
willing  to  meet  the  enmy,  and  to  teach 
them  some  lessons  of  Wine  and  mo* 
ment. 

Early  in  July,  when  the  British  had 
dispatched  a  squadron  into  the  Ameri- 
can waters,  the  Nautilus,  lourtocn,  leav- 
ing New  York  lor  the  purpose  of 
*****  cruising  in  the  track  of  the  Eng- 
lish Indiamen,  foil  in  with  the  aqnadron 
of  Commodore  Broke,  and  was  chased, 


[B«,  V. 

her  gallant  commander,  Lieutenant 

Crane,  doing  ever}'  thing  he  could  to 
escape,  but  unavailiiip:ly  ;  she  tliercforo 
struck,  withont  a  conflict,  to  tlic  Shan- 
non ;  and  this  was  the  first  vessel  of  war 
captured  on  either  side. 

The  Constitution,  forty-four,  Captain 
Hull,  had  just  returned  from  Europe, 
where  slic  narrowly  escaped  an  ovei^ 
hauling  from  the  Eni,dLsh  cruLsers,  on  the 
pi*ctenee  of  looking  for  deserters.  Pro- 
ceedinij  to  the  nnrtli  from  Annapolis, 
on  tlie  12tU  ul"  July,  she  fell  in  with 
the  Bi  iti.-jh  squadron,  and  for  four  days 
was  chased  by  all  the  vessels  composing 
it,  the  Africa,  sizfy-fonr,  takmg  the  lead. 
Few  stich  chases  have  ever  occurred  in 
the  history  of  naval  warfare,  and  sel- 
dom, if  ever,  has  a  vessel  escaped  from 
such  odds,  by  dint  of  seamanship  alone. 
Now  towed  by  boats,  and  now  forced 
along  by  hauling  at  a  ke<lge  anchor 
carried  out  near  half  a  mile  ahead,  and 
let  go ;  using  every  breath  of  air  that 
blew  fitfolly;  the  Constitution  contrived 
to  distance  her  pursuers,  who  resorted 
to  the  same  means,  but  without  coming 
up  to  the  object  of  their  endeavors. 
Once  and  ncrain  it  seemed  ns  if  she 
must  fall  into  the  hands  of  uuc  or  an- 
other of  her  keen  enemies;  but  ever 
some  sodden  breesse  s])rang  uj),  and  pro- 
served  her.   At  length,  on  the  fourth 
day,  the  wind  fresh^ted  suffidentiy  for 
the  American  to  prove  her  superior 
fleetness ,  and  whilst  all  the  five  frig- 
ates were  on  the  same  tack,  and  under 
clouds  of  canviis,  from  the  truck  to  the 
water,  the  Constitution  slowly  drew 
ahead  of  her  pui'suei^;  and  in  fine,  a 
heavy  squall  in  the  evening  carried  her 
completely  out  of  view. 
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THE  TAKING  OF  THE  GUERRIERE 


We  may  notxee  in  passing,  tbat^  ou 
the  18tii  of  Avgiist,  off  the  Grand  Bank, 
&e  Easez,  fhirty-two^  Captain  Porter, 

fell  in  with  the  Britisli  sloop-of-war  the 
Alert,  of  twenty  guns.  The  Alert  be- 
gan the  attaclc,  hnt  when  the  Essex 
opened  upon  lier,  in  eight  minutes  slie 
struck,  ajtjiarently  in  a  panic  at  mistak- 
ing the  Eiisex  for  a  uierchautman.  This 
was  tiie  fiiat  veaael  taken  from  the  Eng- 
ISah  in  the  present  war. 

On  the  19th  of  August^  only  three 
days  after  the  disgrace  at  Detroit^ Cap- 
tain Hull,  in  the  C<>n>tittition,  broiiglit 
nncqTiallcd  gloi-y  ujk)I1  tliat  name  which 
his  uncle  had  reiulcred  a  bye- word  in 
the  United  States,  Jind  proved  to  the 
world  what  the  Ammcan  navy  was  car 
pable  of  performing  in  a  fidr 
fight  with  their  haughty  enemy. 
In  the  afternoon  of  the  19th,  the  Con- 
Btitution  discovered  and  gave  chase  to 
a  large  English  frif^ato,  the  Guerriorc, 
tliirty-eight,  Caj)tairL  Dacres,  who  had 
been  extremely  dtsirous  of  meeting 
with  an  American  ship  of  war,  and 
did  not  doubt  that  he  would  ohtd^  an 
ea^  Tictory.  Captain  Hdl  gave  atrict 
orders  not  to  retnrn  the  enemyls  fire, 
mktU  tliey  were  so  near  that  every  shot 
was  cei-tain  to  take  effec  t.  "\\Tien  in 
the  position  he  de.sircd,  Hull  opened 
upon  the  Guerriere,  witli  bi'oadside  fol- 
lowing broadside,  very  rapidly  and  with 
tremendous  force.  Ja  half  an  houi-*s 
time,  the  Gneniere  was  fittle  better 
than  a  wreck,  and  Certain  Daeres,  hav- 
ing lost  over  a  hundred  men  in  killed 
and  wounded,  surrendered  to  the  vic- 
torioiw  Hnll.  The  loss  of  the.  Consti- 
tution was  only  seven  killed  and  seven 
wounded.   As  it  was  mipofisible  to  get 


th6  Gvemere  into  port,  she  was  wet  ftre 
to,  and  blew  up  in  fifteen  minatee. 

The  ezultedon  <»iised  by  tlm  vietoiy 
was  unbounded,  and  Hnll  and  his  gal- 
lant crew  were  greeted  with  enthusiasm 
wherever  they  appeared.  Congress,  be- 
side a  vote  of  thanks,  presented  him  and 
liis  iiu-n  with  $50,000  a.s  a  compensation 
for  the  loss  of  the  prize.*  la  England 
the  astonishment  which  was  caused  by 
the  news  of  this  battle  was  mdesenba- 
ble,  and  morlafication  and  shame  fell 
justly  upon  those  who  had  boasted  so 
loudly  and  insolently  of  their  invinci- 
bility on  the  ocean,  livery  possible 
reason  was  searched  for  to  account  for 
Dacres'  defeat.  The  Constitution  was 
said  to  be  a  seventy-four  in  dieguise,  to 
have  a  j^icked  crew  of  BiituEAi  seamen, 
imd  the  like.  ■  The  truth  is,  beyond 
doubt,  that  she  was  a  somewhat  larger 
and  heavier  ship  than  the  Guerriere, 
and  that  the  latter  had  not  a  full  crew  ; 
but  after  making  all  the  allowances 
which  can  he  claimed,  it  was  felt  then, 
and  truly  felt,  that  the  invincibility  of 
the  Biitiah  on  the  ocean  waa  now  de- 
stroyed. The  United  States  henceforth 
were  to  take  tkdr  place  amongBt  the 
foremost  marilime  powers  of  the  world, 
and  the  stars  and  stripes  were  now  to 


•  «*It  b  iiot«iiqr,"aaji  Mr. Coapn,  (Militant 

ihy,  to  oonvt  y  to  tho  rcftdor  the  ftill  force  of  the  moral 
itnprci^ion  created  m  America  by  this  victoiy  of  one 
frigate  orar  uotlwr.  So  deep  IimI  beau  flweAct  pro- 
duced on  tho  public  mind  by  the  constant  accounts  of 
the  gucccssci)  of  the  English  over  their  enemies  at  Bea, 
that  the  opinion,  atroady  taontioaed  of  thdr  inrincibil- 
ity  on  that  dcrncnt,  pcnfrnHy  pruvaili'd;  and  it  had 
been  publidj  prtxiictcd,  Uuit  bcl'ore  the  contest  liad 
continued  six  months  British  sloofntmtx  would  lie 
alongside  of  American  frigiitui  with  compsraUva  inpii. 
nity."— "iViwaJ  Eutary^'  vol  iL,  p.  66. 
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beeome  Imowii  and  lecognized  as  float- 
ing proudly  over  vesBels  not  inferior  to 
those  of  England  or  any  other  people 
who  "  f^o  down  to  the  sea  in  ships,  and 
do  their  biisiuerss  in  the  great  watei-s." 

Other  victories  followed  that  of  Hull 
in  the  Constitation.  On  the  night  of 
the  16th  of  October,  the  British  sloop- 
of*war  FroHe,  dghteen,  ccniToying  nz 
merchant  ships,  fell  In  with  the  United 
States  filoop-of-war  Wasp,  eighteen,  Cap- 
tain Jones.  The  ontragement  which  on- 
sued  was  fierce  and  l)]oody.  The  Wasp 
waa  much  injured  in  lier  spars  and  rif^- 
giug,  but  ou  boarding  the  Frohc  found 

*  the  deck  covered  with  only  the 
dead  and  wounded.  Thirty  were 
killed  and  fifty  wounded.  The  Wasp 
had  onl^  five  killed  and  five  wounded. 
Lieutenant  Biddle  lowered  the  English 
flag  with  his  own  hafids,  after  a  contest 
of  fort.y-threc  minutes'  iluration.  hoth. 
the  Frolic  and  Wasp  were,  however, 
taken,  a  few  hours  later,  by  the  Poio- 
tiera,  a  8eTenf7<f our.  On  Obtain  Joneses 
return  to  the  United  States^  he  was 
warmly  applauded,  and  Congress  voted 
him  and  his  erew  $25,000. 

This  victory  caused  greater  exultar 
tion  in  the  United  States  than  others 
of  moi-e  intiinsic  importance,  because 
the  force  on  both  sides  wa^  m<)re  nearly 
e(j^uulj  and  the  credit  of  the  success,  in 
ooosequ^ce,  the  greater.  It  did  un- 
doubtedly very  efiectually  dissipate  the 
notion  of  British  invincibility  at  sea;  but 
the  most  valuable  result,  perhaps,  was 
the  testimony  alTorded  to  the  superior- 
ity of  cool  and  scientific  gimner}''  in  na- 
val ccTubat.  Sea-fights  had  been  for 
the  most  part  decided  by  mere  animal 
courage  and  brute  force.  The  only  sd- 
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ence  shown  had  been  in  tiie  handling 
of  the  ships,  and  the  manoeuvring  of 
the  fleets.  Our  naval  offieei-s,  not  neg- 
lectin;:^  this  department  of  strategics, 
took  aim  when  they  discharged  their 
guns,  and  brought  th^e  engagements 
to  a  speedy  decision  by  not  aimlessly 
squandering  their  shot  "No  amount  of 
courage,  baeked  moedy  by  noise  and 
smoke, — and  artillery  badly  aimed,  or 
not  aimed  at  all,  is  no  more,— «ould 
stand  against  the  hea^'}'■  metal,  flying 
true  to  its  mark,  of  the  iVmerican  cruns. 
The  lesson  thus  terribly  impressed  upon 
the  Britiijh,  we  are  assured  by  an  Eng- 
lish writer,  was  not  thrown  away. 

litde  more  than  a  week  later,  Com- 
modore Decatur  had  an  opportunity 
of  adding  to  his  well-deserved  laurels. 
He  was  now  in  command  of  the  frigate 
United  States,  forty-four,  and  having 
captured,  a  few  days  before,  the  British 
packet.  Swallow,  yvith  a  large  amount 
of  specie,  fell  in,  on  the  25th  of  Octo- 
ber, with  the  Macedonian,  rated  at 
thirty-eight,  but  carrying  forty-nine. 
A  combat  at  once  commenced,  the  ves- 
sels passing  and  repassing  each  other 
for  about  an  hour,  when  the  mizen-mast 
of  the  British  frigate  fell,  and  the  ves- 
sel became  almost  unmanageable,  from 
the  fearful  injuriei?  she  had  received. 
The  superior  gunnery  of  the  liuited 
States  told  fbacfully  against  her  antag- 
onist, and  the  laiger  number  of  her 
crew  gave  her  the  advantage  in  ma- 
noeuvring. At  this  period,  the  United 
States  stood  athwart  the  bows 
of  the  Macedonian,  and  passed 
out  of  shot  without  firing  a  gun ;  and 
her  antagonist's  crew,  supposing  she 
had  given  up  the  fight,  set  a  union-Jack 
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in  the  niMi^r^giog^  and  gave  three 
cheers.  But  it  was  only  to  refill  lier 
cartridges,  and  she  soon  came  l)ack,  and 
took  up  a  rakinc'  position  acims  the 
stem  of  her  detencelesa  foe ; — wlicre- 
upon  the  Macedonian  struck.  She  had 
tliirty-six  killed  and  sixty-eight  woand- 
ed,  and  Iiad  t&saYed  netolj  a  hundred 
flhot  m  her  hull;  whilst  the  United 
StateB  had  lost  but  twelve  kiUed  and 
wounded,  and  suffered  surprisingly  lit- 
tle, considering  the  length  of  the  can- 
nonade. The  prize  wa.s  V)roiig]it  into 
New  London,  early  in  December,  and 
added  not  a  little  to  the  joy  and  pride 
of  the  nation  in  their  gallant  navy. 

The  Argus,  axteeo,  under  Captain 
Sinekdr,  which  had  set  out  on  a  cndse, 
at  the  same  time  as  the  United  StateSi 
was  very  successful  in  making  prizes; 
chased  for  tliree  days  and  as  many 
moonlight  nights,  by  a  squadron  of  the 
enemy ;  and  not  only  escaped,  but  ac- 
tually took  and  nuuined  a  prize  daring 
the  ehaae! 

One  more  naval  victoij  belongs  to  the 
record  of  this  year.  The  Constitation, 
(Captain  Hull  having  given  place  to 
Commodore  Bainbridge,)  on  December 
the  L'Sth,  met  with  the  Java,  thirty- 
eight,  and  niaiiitaiued  with  her  fur 
about  forty  minutes  a  contest,  in  which 
aeamaoship  aa  much  as  gunnery  or 
courage  waa  consineaoaa.  TfaeEo^lah 
captain  then  resolved  to  attempt  to 
board  his  antagonist,  and  ran  down  on 
the  Constitution's  quarter  for  that  pnr- 
poRC.    B'lt  Ix'fore  tliis  could  l)n 

iai9* 

accomplisbed,  tlie  foremast  fell 
with  a  tremendous  crash,  the  raain-to]>- 
mast  came  down,  the  head  of  the  bow* 
aprit  waa  ahot  away,  and  the  captain 


m 

fell,  mortally  wounded.  lieotenant 
Chads,  who  took  the  command,  carried 
on  the  fi<'ht :  but  after  the  American 
commodore  had  passed  out  of  the  com- 
bat, for  the  purpose  of  refitting,  and 
returned,  he  found  his  ves:sel  a  (Com- 
plete wreek,  and  atmck.  Finding  it 
imposnble  to  save  their  prize,  aftor  re- 
moving the  crew,  the  Java  waa  blown 
up.  A  hundred  and  twenty-four,  killed 
and  wounded,  were  said  by  the  British 
to  have  been  lost  on  board  the  Java ; 
but  BainV)rldgo  reckoned  their  loss  as 
much  higher.  Thirty-four  aloue  suf- 
fered, in  both  ways,  on  boai-d  the  Con- 
stitution. The  Java  had  been  literally 
picked  to  pieces  by  the  fire  of  the  Oon- 
atitntion,  spar  following  spar  until  there 
was  not  one  left ;  while,  strange  to  tell, 
the  American  frigate  did  not  lose  a 
single  spar.  Commodore  Bainbridge, 
landlncr  his  prisoners  on  parole,  at  San 
kSuivador,  left  for  home,  and  arrived 
at  Boston  on  the  of  February, 
1818. 

During  the  autumn  of  this  year,  tiie 

lakes  wei  e  witnesses  of  the  gallantly 
of  the  small  force  which  our  country 
at  the  time  po«<?essed ;  and  it  soon  be- 
came evident,  that  important  results 
would  depend  tipon  proper  preparation 
to  meet  the  enemy  there.  Captain 
Isaac  Ghanncey  was  actively  engaged 
in  this  work  for  forwarding  his  coun- 
try's interests,  and  captured  a  schooner 
with  $12,000  in  specie  on  board. 

Turning  our  att<'ntinn  ag.ain  to  oper- 
ations on  the  land,  we  find  them  car- 
ried on  in  a  way  that  cannot  but  ex- 
cite surprise  at  the  large  amount  of 
blnnderiog  and  bungling  on  the  part 
of  most  of  those  in  fuithority,  not  un- 
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mingled  with  admiration  at  tlie  spirit 
and  valor  uf  a  portion  of  tlie  troops. 

lu  the  uortli-west,  "  HulVs  trcrL-^on," 
as  it  was  terincd,  u';ls  iiidiguautl v  tle- 
nouiioed,  and  there  was  a  spirit  rouscil, 
the  like  to  vHch  hag  hardly,  if  ever, 
been  witnesed  elsewhere.  Yolniiteers 
offered  themselves  in  lai^  nmnbers, 
and  Ohio  and  Kentucky  furnished  their 
thousands,  who  flocked  to  the  standard 
of  General  Harrison,  ready  to  march 
at  once  to  the  recovery  of  what  had 
been  lost,  and  to  the  defence  of  the  now 
expc^ed  frontier.  General  Winchester 
WAS  appointed  by  the  president  to  the 
command  in  this  quarter ;  bnt  he  soon 
after  gave  place  to  General  Ilan-ison, 
who,  in  the  latter  pai-t  of  September, 
w:i3  mndo  commander  of  the  north- 
western army.  Great  hopes  wore  en- 
tertained of  retrievintr  HnlTs 

1619e  • 

disaster  before  winter;  but  the 
spirit  of  Tolanteeis,  though  capable  of 
effecting  wondeis  under  &vorable  491^ 
camstanceSi  ia  not  to  he  relied  on  for 
patient  endurance  and  necessary  dtsci* 
pline.  Thi:^  was  shown  on  several  occa- 
sions, and  pivvented  the  nttaininj?  suc- 
cess, where  success  was  plainly  within 
reach. 

The  main  division  of  the  aimy,  con- 
sisting of  three  thousand  men,  under 
Harrison  in  person,  was  at  this  time  at 

the  River  St.  ISIary's.  Another  division, 
under  General  Winchester,  consisting 
of  two  thousand,  had  penetrated  on 
the  road  to  Detroit,  as  far  as  Fort  ]>- - 
fiance ;  but  they  were  in  want  of  ])r(v 
visions,  and  had  sent  to  Ilai  rison  for  re- 
lief. That  genera!  immediately  marched 
with  a  oonsiderable  part  of  his  troops, 
and  on  the  Sd  of  October,  joined  Gen- 


eral Winchester  at  Fort  Defiance.  He 
returned  the  ne.xt  clay  to  8t.  Mary's, 
having  previously  ordered  General  Tap- 
per, with  one  thousand  of  the  Oliio  mi- 
ll titi,  to  proceed  to  the  Rapids  of  the 
Miami,  to  dislodge  the  enemj,  and  take 
possession  of  that  place.  Want  of  ex- 
perience and  authority  on  the  part  of 
the  officei"s,  and  especially  of  prc^r 
subordination  on  that  of  the  troops, 
produced  a  failure  in  thi>,  and  anotlier 
attempt  nmdn  by  GeneralTnpjH'r;  and 
the  British  still  retained  possession  of 
that  post* 

Farther  westward,  during  8eptesh 
bar,  nearly  four  ^ousand  men,  chiefly 
mounted  riflemen,  under  command  of 
Gen^iai  Hopkins,  gathered  at  Yin* 
cenne<»,  on  the  Wal)ash,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  chastising  the  Indians  on  the 
Illinois  and  Wabash  Rivers.  This  fo- 
ray was  sanctioned  by  Governor  Shelby 
of  Kentucky,  and  was  in  appearance 
one  of  the  most  fbimidable  that  had 
ever  entered  the  Indian  country. 

Earlier  in  the  month.  Captain  Zach- 
ary  Taylor  had  disjjlaytMl  hi.s  ability  in 
defending  Fort  Harrison  on  the  Wa- 
})ash.  On  the  4th  of  S('j)tembor,  the 
fort  was  attacked  by  several  hundred 
Indians  with  great  fury.  Cap* 
tain  Taylor^  force,  though  num- 
bering  iiffy,  consisted  in  tuA  of  only 
eighteen  effective  men,  the  rest  being  in- 
capable of  duty  in  consequence  of  sick- 
ness ;  nevertheless,  with  great  intrepid- 
ity and  steadiness  the  assault  was  rejtel- 
led,  and  the  Indians  retired  in  disgust. 


*  For  k  mon AiU  kooountof  Geoenl  Tttpfoftt  munh 
mcnts,se«  irAAe***'inifdry«rtt«Za<»  Wtrk^Oe 
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The  ftnnj'  under  General  Hopkms 

readied  Fort  Harrison  about  the  10th 
of  October,  and  on  the  14th  crossed 
the  "VVabnsh,  and  proceeded  on  the 
march  against  the  Kk  kaj>oo  and  Peo- 
ria townf=i*  the  first  aLout  eiglity  miles 
distant,  the  otliers  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty.  Ita  march  laj  through 
open  plains  corned  m&  the  loziiriant 
prairie  gTasa^whidli  in  autumn  becomes 
very  dry  and  combustible.  Mamiurs 
and  discontent"?  soon  bec^an  to  show 
themselves  iu  tliis  urnvieldy  luid  ill- 
compacted  body,  which  was  kept  to- 
gether by  no  discipline  or  authority. 
Every  one  consulted  his  own  will;  in 
fiict,  bat  Jjfttle  could  f>e  eiqpected  from 
tlus  press  of  ehivaliy."  The  Indians 
set  fire  to  the  pi'attie  grass,  which  had 
to  be  met  with  a  back  fire  as  their  only 
chance  of  escape.  Scarcely  four  daj-s 
had  they  been  on  tlieir  luarcli,  when 
they  demanded  to.be  led  back;  a  major, 
whose  name  it  is  unnecesisary  to  remem- 
ber, rode  up  to  the  general,  and  per- 
emptorily ordered  him  to  letmn !  Of 
course,  alter  this,  nothing  could  be  ef- 
fected, and  the  whole  force  soon  turned 
about  and  made  its  way  back  to  Fort 
Harrison.  The  same  officer,  General 
JIttpkins,  wo  may  here  mention,  letl  an- 
other party,  in  November,  with  more 
success,  against  the  towns  at  the  head 
of  the  Wabash.  On  the  11th,  he  again 
set  out  from  Fort  Harrison,  with  about 
one  thousand  two  hnndred  men ;  while 
at  the  same  time,  seven  boats,  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Butler, 
ascended  the  river  with  supplies  and 
provisions.  On  the  19th,  he  reached 
the  Prophet's  town,  and  immediately 
dispatched  ihree  hnndred  men  to  sar> 


prise  the  AVinneb^  towm  on  Ponce 
Passu  creek.  The  party  under  Colonel 
Butler  came  upon  the  place  about  day- 
break, Init  found  it  evacuated.  Thb 
village,  together  with  the  Prophet's 
towD,  and  a  large  Kickapoo  village, 
containing  one  hundred  and  twenty 
cabins  and  huts,  were  destroyed,  to- 
gether with  the  winter's  provision  of 
com.  Ko  Indians  were  seen  until  near 
the  end  of  the  month,  when  a  skirmish 
took  place  with  coiipiderulile  lo.-;?  on  the 
part  of  the  white  men.  The  lateness 
of  the  season  induced  the  detachment 
to  forego  further  eflbrts ;  and  their  good 
conduct  under  great  destitution  was  in 
striking  contrast  with  that  cf  the  vol- 
unteers  E^ken  of  above. 

Other  expeditions  were  undertaken ; 
one,  by  Colonel  Russel,  in  October,  who, 
with  three  hundred  re£,nilars  and  a  party 
of  riflemen,  destroyed  a  tloiirishing  In- 
dian town  called  Pamitaiis,  and  killed 
a  number  of  the  savages ;  another,  by 
Colonel  Campbell,  in  November,  witli 
some  ox  hundred  men,  with  which  he 
marched  against  the  towns  on 
the  Alissis^ewa  Eiver,  and  put 
the  Indians  completely  to  the  rout.  The 
result  of  these  and  other  incursions  into 
the  territory  occupied  by  the  Indians, 
was  very  salutary ;  and  iu  great  meas- 
ure the  frontier  was  secured  against  Ike 
sculping  knife  and  the  midnight  assaults 
of  tiie  savage.* 

Military  cp^rations  in  the  north  next 
(1  lira  our  notice.  Dm'ing  the  summer 
and  autumn,  a  number  of  volunteer 
companies  marcheil  to  the  borders  of 


isia. 


*  See  VAfee's  "JTUtorjf  <^  On  Lat«  War  in  t&i 
irMl«m  GnaUrif,''  pp.  168-82. 
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Canada^  as  also  the  nevr  recnuta,aB  fast 
as  they  oonld  be  enUsted,  and  towards 

the  close  of  the  year,  the  foices  were 
chiefly  concentrated  in  two  bodies ;  one 
near  Lewistown,  consistinf,'  of  gome 
rej^iilars  newly  enlisted,  and  militia, 
amounting  to  four  tliousaud  men,  un- 
der General  Van  llensselaer,  of  New 
York ;  the  other,  in  the  n^hborhood  of 
Flattsbuig  and  Greenbu^  imder  the 
commander>iiK^ef,  General  Dearborn. 
Bodies  of  regulars  were  distributed  at 
Black  Rock,  at  Ogdensbui-gh,  and  Sack-, 
ett's  Harbor,  with  oflBcers  of  experience, 
for  the  purpose  of  driUhig  the  raw 
troo|>s  as  they  arrived ;  and  it  was  ex- 
pected, that  an  invasion  of  Canada 
might  be  made  before  cold  weather  set 
in.  Such  officers  as  Pike,  Boyd,  and 
Scott  were  very  dOigent  in  training  and 
disciplining  the  army ;  and  with  a  force 
of  between  eight  and  ten  thotisand  men, 
along  the  frontier,  it  was  not  unreason- 
able to  loc»k  for  some  effective  result  in 
the  proposed  invasion  of  Canada. 

General  Van  BffiiflBdaer*s  head-quar- 
teA  were  at  Lewiston  on  the  Niagara 
Sirer,  oppomte  to  which  stood  Qneens* 
town,  a  fortified  British  post.  Several 
forays  and  Bkirmishes,  in  which  the 
Americans  had  been  suoce<«sfnl,  and  par- 
ticularly the  cutting  out  of  two  English 
brigs  from  under  tho  guns  of  Fort  Erie, 
by  Lieutenant  Elliot,  roused  the  spirit 
of  the  anny  of  the  c^tre,  as  Yan  BenB- 
selaer's  force  was  denominated,  and  they 
were  eager  to  be  led  to  the  fight;  in- 
deed, some  of  tiie  volnntecrs  threatened 
to  return  home  unless  they  were  gi'ati- 
fit^d  directly.  The  general,  nothing  loth, 
determined  to  make  an  attack  upon 
Queenstown.    From  the  information 


he  conld  oollecti  the  enemy's  force  had 
been  chiefly  drawn  off  for  the  defence 
of  Maiden,  as  it  was  supposed,  under 
the  command  of  General  Brock,  who 
had  h'ft  the  territory  of  Michigan  un- 
der the  government  of  Geneial  Proc- 
tor, until  he  could  oiganize  a  force  to 
return.  Could  possession  be  obtained 
of  Qneenstown,  our  troops  would  be 
sheltered  from  the  approaching  inclem- 
ency of  the  season,  and  the  operations 
of  the  western  army  much  facilitated. 
Accordingly,  at  four  in  the  morning  of 
the  1 1th  of  Octolier,  in  the  midst  of  a 
dreadful  north-cast  stonn  and  lieavy 
rain,  an  attempt  y'^s  made  to  pass  the 
river;  but,  owing  to  the  darkness  of 
the  nighty  and  various  nnforeseen  acch 
dents,  the  passage  could  not  be  ^fected. 

This  fulnre  swved  to  increase  the 
impatience  of  the  troops,  who  became 
almost  ungovernable.  Ordei-s  were  dis- 
patched to  General  8in\  t?i,  nt  lUiiialo, 
to  advance  with  liis  corps,  as  another 
attempt  would  be  made  on  Queenstown. 
Every  arrangement  was  rapidly  com- 
pleted ;  and  early  on  the  monung  of 
the  13th,  Uie  troops  «nbarked, 
under  cover  t)f  the  American 
batteries.  The  force  designated  to 
storm  the  heights,  was  divided  into 
two  columns;  one  of  three  hundred 
militia,  under  Colonel  Solonmn  Van 
lleuoselacr,  the  other  of  thi'ee  bundled 
regulars,  under  Colonel  Chmtie;  but, 
by  some  mismanagement  or  cardees* 
nesa,  there  were  not  boats  enoii^h  to 
carry  them  all  over  at  once,  and  they 
were  forced  to  cross  in  detachments. 
Colonel  Fenwick's  artillery  was  to  fol- 
low, and  then  the  other  troop:s  in  order. 

The  British,  in  the  mean  while,  antici- 
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pating  tbia  attaek,  Iiad  obtMned  connd- 
Cirable  reiiiforeemeiifsjfrom  Fort  George, 
and  if  necessaxy,  could  be  sfiU  fttrther 
aaaiflted  by  General  Brock,  wlio,  it  now 
appeared,  commanded  at  that  placo.  At 
daylight,  the  British  opened  upon  the 
Americans  with  a  shciwer  of  musketry 
and  grape,  whicli  did  cousidiTablo  exe- 
cation,  and  added  to  the  difilculty  of 
^fecting  a  landing.  Colonel  Van  Bens- 
Relatt  was  amongBt  the  number  aererely 
wounded. 

Gkptain  Wool,  on  whom  the  com- 
mand devolved  at  the  moment,  lirave]y 
led  hia  men  up  the  rocks  to  the  right 
of  the  fort,  though  he  wm  himself  suf- 
fering froui  a  dangerous  wound.  After 
serei^  desperate  charges,  the  heights 
were  carried,  and  the  enemy  were 
driven  down  the  hill  in  every  direo* 
tion.  Retreating  bclund  a  large  store- 
house, they  kept  up  their  fire ;  but  their 
batteries,  with  the  exception  of  one  gun, 
were  f-:il</nce(l.  Soon  after.  General 
Brock  arrived  at  Queenstown,  and  led 
the  forty-ninth  regiment,  six  hundred 
strong,  against  the  Amraicans 
on  the  heights.  Captain  Wool 
ordered  a  detachment  ci  one  hundred 
and  flixty  men  to  change.  They  did 
so ;  were  diiven  back ;  were  reinforced, 
and  charjirod  a  second  time ;  again  were 
they  repulsed,  and  were  about  to  be 
driven  to  the  verge  of  the  precipice, 
when  one  of  the  officers,  suppoang 
their  oondifion  desperate,  placed  a  white 
handherchi^  on  the  point  of  a  bayonet) 
in  token  of  sabmianon.  Wool  indigo 
nantly  tore  it  away,  and  ordered  the  men 
to  be  brought  to  the  charge.  They 
rallied,  and  drove  the  British  back. 
General  Broek  fell,  mortallj  wounded, 
Vot.  III.— 22 


and  the  enemy  retreated  in  greaft  dia- 
(nder. 

At  two  oVlocft:,  General  Wadaworih, 
of  the  militta,  and  Colonels  Scott  and 
Mulaney  crossed  over;  and  Captain 
Wool  was  ordered  to  retire  and  lin  ve 
his  wounds  dressed.  The  forty-mnth 
being  re])uked,  and  the  British  com- 
mander having  fallen,  the  victory  was 
thought  to  be  eomplete;  and  General 
Van  fi«iaaelaer  croeaed  over,  for  the 
pnrpoae  <tf  immediately  fortifjring  a 
camp,  to  prepare  against  fatnre  attacks, 
>;liould  the  enemy  be  rf^inforced.  But 
the  fortune  of  the  day  wan  not  yet  de- 
cided. At  three  o'clock,  the  enemy 
having  rallied,  and  Ijeing  reinforced  by 
several  hundred  Chippewa  Indiana, 
again  advanced  to  the  aita^  At  first, 
our  men  were  disposed  to  Mtw,  bnt 
being  animated  by  such  leaders  as  Col- 
onel Christie  and  Colonel  Scott,  marched 
boldly  to  the  charge,  and  at  the  point 
of  the  i>ayoiK't  once  more  compelled 
the  British,  avIio  were  no^v  the  assail- 
ants, to  retii-e.  This  was  the  third  vic- 
tory gmned  mnoe  morning,  and  had  the 
brave  men  on  the  Canada  alioie  been 
properly  sustained,  complete  triumph 
wodd  undoubtedly  have  crowned  our 
arms. 

General  Van  Rensselaer,  anxioti^i  to 
expedite  the  embarkation  of  the  troops, 
recrc^ed  the  river  for  that  purpose; 
but  to  his  dismay,  he  found  that  not 
one  of  than  was  Trilling  to  go  into  the 
fight  Neither  commands  nor  entrea- 
ties could  prevail  on  them  to  move. 
Tlie  number  of  boata  had  from  the  fii-st 
been  iasufficient;  some  of  those  had 
been  lost  or  destroyed,  and  only  tliree 
or  four  were  left.   And  a  great  error 
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Lad  been  committecl  in  leavinir  undw- 
turbed  a  battery  below  Queenstown, 
which  enfiladed  the  iX'vry,  The 
iiiilitiii  had  seen  the  wounded; 
they  had  aaea  tbe  Indians ;  they  were 
paniMtrack;  and  to,  fifteen  hundred 
able>bodied  men,  well  armed  and 
equipped,  shortly  before  swelling  with 
prowess  and  nntameable  spirit,  now 
"  put  on  the  mask  of  lawfulness  to  hide 
their  cowardice they  shamele^.sly  pro- 
fessed to  have  couBtitutioual  ol  jections 
to  invading  an  enemy's  territory' ! 

At  four  o*cloclc,ihe  British  bdng  re- 
inforced by  eight  hundred  men  froM 
Fort  George,  under  General  Sheaib,  re- 
newed the  engvigcracnt  with  fresh  vigor. 
General  Van  Ilensselaer,  perceiving  that 
our  men  were  almost  exliansted  with 
I  fatigue,  and  their  ninmunition  nearly 
j  spent,  was  compelled,  under  the  mc«t 
painful  sensations,  to  address  a  note  to 
General  Wadsworth,  informing  him  of 
the  disgraceful  oondnefc  of  the  milifia) 
and  leaving  it  to  him  to  resist  or  re- 
treat, as  he  deemed  best.  "Wads- 
worth,"  as  Ingersoll  states  it,  "could 
I  do  ueither.  Surrender,  nearly  uncon- 
ditional, was  all  he  could  do  or  get  for 
his  troops,  who,  from  before  dayl>reak 
in  the  morning  till  late  in  the  afternoon^ 
had  been  constantly  engaged.  They 
did  not  yield  at  once,  without  a  eharp 
conflict,  however ;  but  panic  seized  some 
of  the  nulitia,  and  complete  rout  soon 
took  place  instead  of  orderly  retreat, — 
a  movement  beyond  tlia  discipline  of 
unpractised  troops.  Rushing  to  the 
shore  and  finding  no  boats,  many  brave 
men  had  no  alternative  hat  to  8amn< 
derontheenemy^tams.  AnamuBtice 
of  three  days,  however,  was  airanged, 


and  the  Americans  were  humanely 
treated,  except  in  some  instances,  of 
what  Chrystie,  an  Englishman,  men- 
tions as  terrible  slaughter  by  Xudians, 
whom  it  was  impoasihle  to  restrain. 
Of  about  eleven  handled  fighting  men 
who  creased  the  river,  nearly  all  were 
killed,  wounded,  or  taken;"  and  "Wads- 
worth,  Scott,  Wool,  and  other  brave 
officers  among  the  prisoners,  were  pa- 
raded through  Canada,  as  trophies  of 
victory. 

Van  Kensselaer  having  resigned  the 
command  a  few  days  sahsequent  to  the 
battle  of  Queenstown  Hdghts,  Gen- 
eral Alexander  Sm^th  was  put  in 
charge  of  the  army  of  the  centre.  This 
gentleman  seems  to  have  been  fired 
witli  an  ambitious  d'^-i?-(>  to  do  some- 
thing to  (listiuguiBh.  himself,  and  wipe 
out  the  disgrace  of  the  numerous  fail- 
ures of  the  campaign  thus  far ;  but  for- 
getting the  significant  advio^  Let  not 
him  that  g^eth  on  his  haoiess  boast 
himself  as  he  that  puttetli  it  oS^  he 
issued,  on  the  10th  of  November,  a 
grandiloquent  address  to  "The  Men  of  ! 
New  York,"  assuring  them  that,  in  a  j 
few  days,  he  sliould  phmt  the  Ameri-  ■ 
can  standard  in  Canada,  and  iuviiing 
tiliem  to  ''come  on**  and  share 
the  glory  of  the  enterprise; 
Anotha>  prodamaticm  fi>llowed  in  a 
similar  strain,  and  several  thousand 
volunteered,  probably  however,  more 
from  their  confidence  iti  General  Porter, 
who  w;)s  to  bo  lussociated  with  Smyth, 
and  wiio  wsis  to  command  the  volun- 
teers, thfui  from  the  effect  of  that  geu- 
enH^  inflated  appeal  Prqiaratory  to 
crossing  with  the  amy,  General  Smyth 
sent  two  partiee^  on  the  night  <^  the 
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27th  of  November,  one  under  Colonel 
Boeretler,  and  the  other  under  Captain 
King,  who  was  acconi]);inied  by  Lieu- 
tenant Angus,  of  the  n;uy,  with  a  small 
but  Viiliaut  liaud  of  marines ;  the  whole 
under  the  direction  of  GeQeral  Winder. 
Thb  party  under  Bonstler,  whose  ob* 
joct  was  to  destroy  a  bridge  went  bof- 
eral  miles  down  the  river,  disperBed  the 
enemy,  made  several  prisoners,  but  re- 
turned* witliout  havinrr  accomplished 
their  object.  That  under  King,  who 
were  ordered  to  attack  tlie  batteries 
opposite  Black  Kock,  performed  the 
sorviee  ins  most  gallant  nuumer.  ITine 
out  of  twelve  of  the  naval  officers  who 
embarked  in  the  affiiir,  and  half  the 
seamen,  were  either  killed  or  wounded. 
They  had  dispensed  the  enemy,  ren- 
dered useless  their  artillery,  and  pre- 
pared the  way  for  flie  safe  landing  of 
tJie  army  who  had  been  ordered  to  em- 
bark at  reveille ;  but  delays  occurred, 
and  they  were  not  embarked  till  noon. 
General  Smyth,  at  this  time,  ordered 
them  to  disembark  to  dine.  It  was 
then  found  that  there  were  not  suffi- 
cient boats  to  carry  over  three  thousand 
men  at  once,  as  had  been  the  orders  of 
tlie  pecrotary  of  war ;  and  the  general, 
amidist  the  niurmurmgs  of  the  army, 
called  a  oonncil  of  war,  and  oondnded 
to  postpone  the  invasion  for  a  few  days ! 
Moist  of  the  brave  men  who  crossed, 
soeceeded  in  retmning ;  but  some  were 
made  prisoners,  among  whom  was  Cap- 
tain King,  Not  finding  boats  enough 
to  cross  over  his  whole  party,  he  sent 
I  all  his  officers  and  part  of  his  men,  but 
would  not  desert  the  remainder,  and 
was  captm«d  with  them. 
Despite  Smyths  pretensiona,  this 


isia. 


whole  afiair  was  as  clumsily  managed 
by  the  regular  officer  as  it  had  been  by 
the  railitia-men.  On  the  1st  of  Decem- 
ber, (\\  hit  li  was  the  latest  of  several 
days  that  hud  been  fixed,)  the  troops 
received  ordem  to  be  in  readmess  to 
pass  the  river,  and  they  were 
all  at  their  posts.  The  vdlnn- 
teors  set  out,  General  Poi-tcr  in  the 
leadrog  boat^  with  a  flag  to  indicate  his 
position ;  fifteen  hundred  men  were 
found  willing  to  make  the  attoni])t,  in 
spite  of  all  the  ill  omens.  But  l>efoi-e 
the  other  bank  could  be  reached,  an- 
other council  of  war  was  held,  and 
Smyth  recalled  the  expedition,  ordered 
the  volunteers  to  return  home,  said  the 
I'egulftTB  to  go  into  winterquartexs.  A 
scene  of  riot  and  confusion  ensued. 
Some  three  or  four  thousand  men,  in- 
dignant and  outraged  in  feelmg,  dis- 
chaiged  their  muskets  in  every  direc- 
tion, under  a  keen  sense  of  the  indig- 
nity which  had  thus  been  finced  upon 
them  by  Smyths  absurd  course. 

Genfffal  Porter  posted  Smyth  m  the 
newspapers  as  a  coward ;  and  this  un- 
fortunate general,  "  never  tried  but  in 
the  public  journals  and  by  common 
opinion,  was  actually  driven  away  to 
be  no  more  heard  of,  mobbed  by  the 
militia  and  the  populace,  not  without 
strenuous  vindication  by  himself  and 
othets  in  the  newspapeis,  but  without 
favors  or  further  employment."*  Por- 
ter and  Smyth  got  up  a  duel  out  of  this 
newspaper  squabble,  wherein  having 

*  At  the  close  of  1813,  Smjth  sent  a  lengthy  poti- 
tiootoCengraM^aridng  ftrftiwIonliimtoliiB  nak, 

an  opportunity  to  serre  the  country,  etc.  The  petition 
was  handed  over  to  the  eecretary  of  war,  which  ww 
6QidvilBiit  to  T^ftcdi^p  tt  wMi  4Malnn|iL 
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fired  at  one  another,  their  nice  sense 
of  honor  was  soothed ;  the  public  were 
congratulate  d  on  the  happy  i^*?ne ;  In- 
gersoll  dryly  says,  "tlio  pul)lic  would 
have  prt'forred  a  battle  in  Canada." 

Beside  the  HI  success  at  Queenstowii, 
and  tiio  aboarliYe  attempt  of  Smyth, 
there  were  here  and  there  effbria  made 
to  do  something.  In  Septraoher,  a  de- 
taclimcnt  of  militia  from  Ogdcnsburg, 
attacked  a  party  of  the  British,  who 
were  moving  dowti  the  St.  Lawrence, 
and  defeated  thera.  They  were  rein- 
forced, and,  in  their  turn,  compelled 
the  militia  to  retire.  In  retaliation,  the 
BfitiBh  attempted  the  destniction  of 
Ogdensbnig,  on  the  2d  of  October; 
l)ut  they  weie  repulsed  by  General 
Brown,  the  enei^getie  commander  at 
that  station. 

Colonel  Pike,  on  the  19th  of  Octo- 
ber, made  an  incursion  into  Canada, 
burned  a  blockhouse,  and  isicuped  with- 
out kflBb  On  the  22d,  Capt^  Lyon 
captured  forty  English  at  St.  Beps, 
#ith  bfl^age,  dispatches,  and  a  stand 
of  colors;  and  the  enemy,  at  Salmon 
River,  on  the  23d  of  November,  cap- 
tnrorl  two  of  onr  officers,  with  some 
forty  men  and  four  boats. 

Thus  fur,  certainly,  there  is  little 
ix>om  for  gratulation  on  account  of  our 
land  operaticoB.  It  is  bad  enough  to 
have  to  record  most  of  what  we  have 
just  detaiVd ;  but  the  senile  conduct 
of  General  Dearborn  capped  the  climax 
of  the  military  misdccfls  of  1812.  It 
W!is  his  misfortune,  it  must  be  acknowl- 
edged, "to  liuve  an  army  to  form;  an 
inexperienced,  not  over  ardent  execu- 
tive, a  secretary  of  war  constnuned  to 
resign ;  a  Senate  incUned  to  distrust  the 


executive ;  CongresB  withholding  taxes 
and  suf^Ues  for  near  twelve  months 

after  war  was  declared;  waiting 
upon  a  presidential  election; 
disalTectcd  .<tates, — -Dearborn's  own 
state,  Massachusetts,  at  the  head  of  dis* 
affection ;  a  coun^  destttote  of  mili- 
tary means  and  men,  unaccastofmed*to 
rea^aints,  and  impatient  for  e^loit."* 
All  tli-  :  true  enough;  bnt  it  wiU  not 
excuse  his  allowing  himself  to  ^e  de- 
luded into  an  armistice  by  Prevost, 
(p.  15V))  from  which  Hull  was  ex- 
cluded ;  neither  will  it  account  for  his 
idleness  and  inactivity,  and  neglect  to 
avail  himsdf  of  Uie  plainest  advantages 
within  his  reach. 

Dearborn  had  the  largest  disdretion 
in  respect  of  the  materid  of  war,  and 
had  under  him  more  than  three  thou- 
sand regular  troops ;  two  thousand  Ver- 
mont, and  one  thousand  New  York  mi- 
litia on  Lake  Champlaiu.  And  op|)oged 
to  him  were,  as  General  Annstiong  in> 
sistSjf  not  three  thousand  men  alto- 
gether, who  had  to  protect  nine  hmi> 
dred  miles  of  frontier.  After  due  coun- 
cil of  war.  Dearborn,  on  the  20th  of 
November,  dispatched  General  Bloom- 
field  with  a  large  force,  to  enter  Canada, 
and  achieve  some  deed  of  daring,  in 
order  to  redeem  the  military  character 
of  the  United  States.  The  "^Anroia" 
announced  the  &ct)  and  predicted  gloii^ 
ous  results. 

By  some  meaagi^  the  British  com- 
mander, three  days  before,  heard  that 
the  invasion  was  about  to  take  place  j 
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and  on  ihe  2<ttli,  in  th^mormngi  one 
of  the  regimente  boA  forward  to  meet 
them,  actually  camo  npon  Colonel  Pike, 
leadliiL'  the  advance  into  Canada.  "A 
confused  and  mcompreheiisible  skirinisli 
ensued,"  bsljs  ingei-aoll,  very  sharply, 
**iiiwliidL  each  party^s  object  seemed 
to  be  to  get  away  from  the  other,  iOl 
the  Americana,  in  the  dark,  nuataldiig 
themaelves  for  enemies,  b^an  to  fire 
on  eacli  other,  killed  four  or  five,  and 
wounded  aa  many,  of  themselves,  and 
then  returned,  leaving  their  dead  be- 
hind, which  Indians  never  would  have 
done.  Where  Generals  Dearborn, 
Chandler,  and  Bloomfield  were  dnring 
this  wretched  foray,  did  not  then  ap- 
pear, nor  can  be  now  told ;  and  on  no 
occasion  did  General  Dearborn  ever 
lead  his  troops  into  action."  Following 
all  this,  it  is  perhaps  only  a  fitting  con- 
clusion, that  the  six  thotisand  men  com- 
posing tins  army  of  the  north,  should 
be  sent  into  winter-qoartena,  to  repose 
alter  the  fatigues  of  their  inyasion  of 
Canada. 

But,  though  we  have  apokai  phunly, 

and  even  severely,  candor  compels  u^  to 
confess,  that  it  is  not  an  enf^y  task  to 
form  a  just  estimate  of  the  campaign 
of  1812.  Our  countrj''  had  beon  at 
peace  with  other  natious  for  many 
years,  and  the  generation  whieh  had 
grown  up  aincc  the  BevohttunL  waa 


who%  unacquainted  with  war  as  a  act* 

ence,  and  quite  unaware  of  the  supremo 
importance  of  disci])line,  stoadincr^?,  and 
prompt  obedience.  We  had  not  re- 
maining any  officers  of  experience  to 
conduct  uur  armies,  and  not  a  single 
company  that  had  seen  actual  aemce. 
In  addition  to  this,  the  whole  ^fvtem 
for  the  recniitiiig,feed]xig,€lotiimg,and 
maintaining  an  army,  was,  as  it  wer^ 
to  be  created.  Many  of  the  necessary 
munitions  of  war  were  to  be  pro%-iiled. 
Platoon,  staff",  and  many  of  the  genera] 
oilieere,  were  to  be  selected  from  the 
body  c£  the  American  people,  upon 
oonjectnre  m»ely  as  to  their  merits. 
It  was  therefore  not  msffeasooable  to 
expect,  that  numy  of  them  would  be 
found  incompetent^  and  undeserving. 
Certainly  the  cam])aign  proved,  that 
our  generals  needed  experience,  as 
much  as  our  officers  and  soldiers  needed 
discipline;  and  although  it  was  ihaa^ 
trous,  it  was  not  without  its  consola- 
tions. The  great  body  of  the  army 
was  found  to  be  braTe  to  a  iSndt ;  and 
many  officem  gave  earnest  of  their  fu- 
ture glory.  i^Tiller,  Scott^  Christie, 
Wadsworth,  and  ^^'ool,  gained  immor- 
tal honor  for  themselves  and  tlieir  eoun- 
tiy ;  and  Maguaga  and  Queenstown 
will  bear  compaiison  with  the  brave 
deeds  of  the  heroic  age  of  our  conn* 
try's  history. 
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fifluiia  to  arrtil  Uie  pro^Tf-sa  of  bostilitiM  —  Corr<»i>und«Dee  between  Monroe  nnJ  Warren  —  Prettideiitial  eouLe«t  — 
Congress  in  eearion —  Fresiilent't  mmMge  —  Hie  (iitBcl|M)  aeli  of  tl>o  prcncni  Maidon  —  Report  of  the  committe* 
of  ligrclgil  retatiow— The  Btitiih  miuiifiHto— Special  mmigt^Mr.  Madi»ou  enter*  on  U«  iMand  t«rm — lUf 
iBaopml  «d«)reN— ChangM  in  tlit  nbinflt—  Opening  of  tlio  osmpaign  of  1813  —  IlaRbon  and  WlooluMtar'— 
Di.^^^^tor  at  Frt-nclitown  —  I'lvetor'*  treachery  —  Moatocro  of  the  prisoneiu — Harrison'*  movements — Siege  nnd 
defence  of  Fort  lltigt — Indiaii*  token  into  tii«  aorrUe  of  tb«  United  State* — Operation*  on  the  sortbern  frostier 
— FDmjfhl*  fawwrfon  into  Oknsdk— BriOdi  nltaelc  on  Ofdenaborgh— Atteok  on  Torii  snder  Oeneml  Pllce— > 
Dealli  of  Pike  —  Fort*  George  and  Trie  fiiVi  ii  —  Previ«l  iitfaclis  PaelciltV  Tlail  nr — ^  Ttf-pultivil  ~ 'Wiiu'lcr  nnd 
Chaodlef  *t  Stony  Creek  —  Beeult  of  the  expcUitiua  —  Variuus  FkinuUlies  and  expeditions — Dwirbom  retire* 
fton  COOMUUld— EngHih  attaek  on  Pbtfabvrg  —  Couree  pui~^iu<l  Vy  the  enemy  on  fhe  iCMoast  —  Disgraecftil 
numuding  inenrnon*  —  Coekbomi^  expkiti— Frenebtovn,  Ilavre  de  Once,  Georgetown  and  Frcderldctmni 
plnndend— Attaek  on  Cr*n«5  UUnd  —  Bepahed  —  Ilampton  Mckcd  —  Coekburn  proce<-ds  furtlier  aonth  — 
Illodtedent  the  north  under  Hardy  —  Ue«  of  the  torpedo  —  Nnrnl  aflnirs  —  Hie  lloruct  capture*  the  Pcocock  — 
lAVrtnen  end  the  Cheiepeeke— Biitiah  aeDtimenU — The  Siiannou's  preparations — Tbe  b«ttle — JLawroee'a 
dentil <^EKHk  of  tbe  enptnve  of  the  Chcnpenkn — The  Argn*  aUo  captured  Ly  the  Bfttlib — The  Bntctprite 
tnkee  the  Baur«>Piiv«te«vlof  nnd  tti  rewJla— The  «nit»  «f  the  Bhck  nndcr  Oeptela  Pericr— >  It*  tooecei 


The  Uuited  States  Lad  entered  upon 
thk  fleecmd  var  with  England  notiriih- 
ont  Telactano^  and  varioiis  Btepe  were 
taken  at  an  wAj  date,  to  arrest  the 

progress  of  liostilltiea,  and  to  liasten  tbe 
restoration  of  j)eace.    A  proposal  was 

made  to  the  Bilti^h  c^Ternment, 
tlironc^li  Mr.  Puissoll,  our  charge  (Vaf- 
fain\\  early  in  July,  for  an  amiistico 
wliicli  miglit  lead  to  au  atljustment  of 
^ffienltia,  on  the  single  oondi- 
lion,  in  the  event  of  the  orders 
in  oonncil  being  repealed,  that  instruc- 
titms  should  be  issiied,  suspfnidhif^  the 
practice  of  impressment  during  the  ar- 
mistice. Tliis  proposal  was  soon  fol- 
lowed by  another,  ailiuitting,  imsteaci 
of  positive  instnictions,  an  informal  un- 
derstanding between  the  two  govern- 


ments on  the  sutyect;  and,  as  an  induce- 
ment to  difloontanae  the  practice  of  ini' 
pressment,  Mr.  Rnssell  was  instructed 
to  give  assnrsnce,  tJiat  Congress  would 

p^fis  a  law  prohibiting  tlie  employment  j 
of  British  seamen  in  American  vessels,  ' 
pTihlic  or  private.    Lord  Cast]ei'C!i2-li,  ' 
on  helmlf  of  hiP  g'overninf'iit,  i-t  jectetl  j 
these  propo^ads,  as  \v  holly  inadmissible, 
England  could  never  consent,  under  any 
circumstancee,  to  forego  the  right  of 
impressment;  but  he  professed  that  lus 
government  was  willing  to  discuss  any 
proportion  tending  to  check  abuses  in  | 
the  exercise  of  this  ricrht,  etc.  Mr.  Kus-  i 
sell  findiiig  his  efTort.s  unavailing,  I'O* 
turned  lumu'  in  8ej)t<'ni])(T, 

Admiral  \V  arreu,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  Biitnih  naval  fbroe  <m  the 


« 
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HaKfiix  station,  addreaaed  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  on  the  80th  of  Septemlier, 

proposing  au  immediate  oesBation  of 
ho«?t51itirs  iM'twoen  thn  two  countries. 
In  case  this  ^verc  afn-eed  to,  lie  way  an- 
thorized  to  arrange  for  the  repeal  of 
the  laws  and  regulations  against  British 
commeirce  and  the  entranee  cf  Britiali 
ships  of  war  into  our  hartKns;  bnt  if 
his  propodtionB  v&e  rejected,  he  in- 
fonued  the  secretary  of  state,  that  the 
ordcra  in  council,  repealed  June  23d, 
would  be  a^ain  revived.  Mr.  Monroe, 
who  had  learned  the  ill  success  of  Mr. 
Russell's  efforta  at  Loudon,  replied  to 
Admirid  Warren  on  the  27th  of  Octo- 
ber, and  expreadng  'ihe  willingness  of 
the  American  government  to  take  any 
measures  which  might  lead  to  peace  on 
conditions  honorable  to  both  nations, 
he  avowed  his  conviction,  that,  till  the 
subject  of  impressment  was  disposed 
of,  a  durable  pence  was  hardly  to  be 
expected.  "  The  claim  of  the  British 
gOYemment,"  he  remarked  in 
his  letter^  «ia  to  take  from  the 
merchant  yenels  of  other  conntries, 
Biitieh  subjects.  In  the  practice,  the 
commandei'S'  of  the  British  ships  of  war 
often  take  from  the  merchant  vessels 
of  tlie  Ihiited  States,  American  citizens. 
If  the  Uiiitcd  States  forbid  the  employ- 
ment of  British  subjects  in  their  ser- 
vice, and  enforce  the  ^prohibition  by 
suitable  r^olationa  and  penalties,  the 
motive  for  the  practice  is  taken  away. 
It  is  in  this  mode  that  the  president  is 
willing  to  accommodate  this  important 
coutrovoT-^y  with  the  BrltLjh  govern- 
ment, niid  it  cannot  be  conceived  on 
what  ground  the  arrangement  can  be 
refiiaed.  He  is  willing  that  Great  Biit- 
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ain  ehonld  be  secured  agBomit  the  evils 

of  which  she  complains ;  but  he  seeks, 
on  the  other  liaiid,  that  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  should  be  protected 
against  a  practice,  which,  while  it  de- 
grades the  nation,  deprives  them  of 
their  rights  as  freemen,  takes  them  by 
force  from  their  fimiifies  and  coautry 
into  a  fi>reign  service,  to  fight  the  bat-  | 
ties  of  a  foreign  power,  perhaps  against 
their  own  kindred  and  country." 

The  British  admiral  not  being  au- 
thorized to  cTitcr  npon  this  snl)ject  in 
Ills  Tiegotiation,  the  United  States  liad 
no  alteiiiutive  but  to  contiuue  the  war, 
and  to  prosecute  it  with  vigor.  Sin- 
cerely desirous,  however,  of  peace,  when 
the  emperor  of  Bnssia,  early  in  1813, 
oQered  his  mediation,  it  was  immedi- 
ately  and  cordially  accepted  by  our  | 
c^overnment ;  but  England  peremptor- 
ily rejected  every  tiling  of  the  kind. 

The  presidential  contest,  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1812,  was  animated  to  a  high 
degree,  es])eciaUy  in  the  eastern  and 
middle  states.  Mr.  Madison,  having 
acceded  to  the  views  of  the  war  party, 
(see  p.  137,)  was  nominated  for  re-eleo- 
tion,  Mr.  Gerry  being  placed  on  the 
same  ticket  for  vice-president.  A  por- 
tion of  the  di'uioci-atic  party,  however, 
detei  initied  to  support  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton and  Jai-ed  Ingersoll  for  president 
and  vice-prendent;  and  the  federalists, 
hoping  to  profit  by  divifdons  in  the 
ranks  of  their  opponents,  mostly  voted 
f(»r  Clinton  and  Ingei-soll.  The  result 
of  the  election  wa«,  Mr.  iSIadisou  re- 
ceived one  hundred  and  twenty-eic^'ht 
votes  for  president,  and  Mr.  Clinton  re- 
ceived eighty-nine  for  the  same  high 
office.   For  Mr.  Gerry,  as  vice-presi- 
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dent,  one  hundred  ami  thirty-one  vote,s 
were  given,  and  for  Mr.  Iiigt*rm>li,  eiglity- 
»z.  Tbe  federalists,  by  a  skilful  use  of 
their  preseot  opportunity,  managed  to 
elect  a  number  of  additional  members 
of  Congress  to  i  epresent  tbetr  views  in 
the  national  legislature;  so  that,  al- 
though the  administration  was  decid- 
edly in  the  majority,  it  was  evi<lent, 
that  the  minority  possessed  no  little 
power  and  influence,  and  would  watch 
the  progress  of  afl&ira  with  anflagging 
aeal  and  interest. 

Congress  assembled  again  on  the  first 
Monday  in  November,  and  the  next 
day  the  president  sent  in  his  anntial 
message  to  both  Houses.  It  is  a  long 
and  carefully  prepared  document,  calm 
but  decided  in  tone,  and  strongly  pat- 
riotic in  its  sentiments.  '^On 
om>  present  meeting,"  he  said, 
''it  is  my  first  duty  to  invite  yonr  at- 
tention to  the  Providential  favors  which 
OUT  country  has  experienced  in  the  un- 
usual degree  of  health  dispensed  to  its 
iidialntantf,  and  to  the  rich  abundance 
with  wliich  tlie  earth  has  awarded  the 
labors  bestowed  on  it.  In  the  success- 
fnl  eoltivation  of  other  branches  of  in- 
dustry, and  in  the  progress  of  general 
improvement  jfovorable  to  the  national 
proepml^,  there  b  ju^t  occasion,  also, 
for  our  mutual  congratulations  and 
thankfulness.  With  these  blessings  are 
necessarily  mingled  the  pre.-wures  and 
vicissitudes  incident  to  the  state  of  war 
into  which  the  United  States  have  been 
forced,  by  the  perseverance  of  a  foreign 
power  in  its  system  of  injustice  and  ag> 
greasion." 

The  president  then  entets  upon  a  full 
account  of  the  various  important  move- 


ments and  occurrences  of  the  year;  re- 
IsiU's  Hulls  operations  and  surrender; 
mentions  the  refusal  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  (see  note,  p.  155)  to 
allow  the  militia  to  leave  the  state ;  reo* 
ommends  attention  to  a  revision  of  the 
militia  laws,  an  enlargement  of  the  navy, 
the  navigation  laws,  etc.  The  receipts 
into  tlu!  trejisury,  he  states,  have  been 
$16,500,000,  sufficient  to  meet  all  the 
expenses  of  the  government  and  to  dia 
charge  nearly  $3,000,000  of  the  pnbHe 
debt  ''We  have  the  inestimable  conr 
solation,"  said  Mr.  Madison,  in  conclu- 
sion, of  know!  ng  that  the  war  in  which 
we  are  actually  engaged,  is  a  war  nei- 
ther of  ambition  nor  of  rain  glory ;  that 
it  is  waged,  not  in  violation  of  the  rights 
of  others,  4)ut  in  the  maintenance  of 
our  own;  fbat  it  was  preceded  by  a  pa- 
tience without  example,  under  wrongs 
accumulating  without  end ;  and  that  it 
was  finally,  not  declared,  until  every 
hope  of  averting  it  was  extinguished 
by  the  transfer  of  the  British  pceptre 
into  new  hands,  clinging  to  former  coun- 
sels, and  until  declarations  were  reiter- 
ated to  the  last  hour,  through  the  Bnt- 
ish  envoy  here,  that  the  hostile  edScts 
agmnst  our  commercial  rights  and  onr 
maritime  independence  would  not  be 
revoked.  .  .  .  It  remains  only,  that, 
faithfid  to  ourselves,  entangled  in  no 
connections  with  the  views  of  other 
powers,  and  ever  ready  to  accept  peace 
from  the  hand  of  justice,  we  prosecute 
the  war  with  united  counsels,  and  with 
tiie  ample  fiicnlties  of  the  nation,  until 
peace  be  so  obtained,  and  as  the  only 
means,  under  the  divine  blesnng,  of 
speedily  obtaining  it." 
The  present  sesuon  of  Congress  was 
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prindpall^  ooeapaed  in  giving  attention 

to  the  army  and  navy,  and  in  providing 
means  for  cariying  on  the  war.  The 
executive  was  authorized  to  raise  addi- 
tional regiments,  not  exceeding  twenty, 
to  appoint  six  major-generals,  and  six 
bngadieivgenerals,  to  niae  ten  eompar 
nies  of  raagen^  fat  the  defence  of  the 
frontiers,  etc  The  pfeddent  iras  also 
authorized  to  have  constructed,  four 
seventy-four  gnn  ship?,  sir  frigates,  and 
six  sloops-of-war ;  so  highly  had  the 
navy  risen  in  the  estimation  of  the  rul- 
ing  party,  who  were  uoW  as  willing  to 
encourage  it  as  ihe7  had  previously  de- 
pressed and  underrated  it  On  the  8th 
of  Felmiaiy,  1818)  a  lav  was  passed, 
providing  for  a  loan  of  $16,000,000; 
and  authority  was  subsequently  given, 
to  issue  $5,000,000  in  treasury  notes, 
making  altogether,  including  the  loan 
of  $11,000,000  authorized  by  the  act 
of  March  the  14th,  1S12,  and  the 
$5,000,000  of  treasury  notes  issned  by 
the  act  of  the  80th  of  June,  in  the 
same  year,  the  groiss  sum  of  $37,000,000 
borrowed  by  this  Congress  for 
the  prosecution  of  hostilities, 
without  pioviding  for  the  redemption 
of  the  debt  by  the  imposition  of  addi- 
tional taxes.  The  loan  of  $10,000,000, 
authorized  at  this  sesnon,  was  promptly 
taken  on  the  most  &vorable  terms; 
$7,000,000  were  snhseribed  by  Ste- 
phen Girard  and  David  Parish,  and 
$2,000,000  by  John  Jacob  i^stor;  all 
three  of  whom  were  adopted  citizens ; 
and  the  remaining  $7,000,000  were 
taken  by  banks  and  individuals,  prin- 
cipally in  Philadelphia  and  New  York 
The  federalists,  whose  saimosity  to  the 
war  was  not  at  a]l  lessened  by  what 


had  occurred  since  the  commencement 
of  hostilities,  spared  no  efforts  to  pi*e« 
vent  the  loan  from  being  taken  iu  the 
New  England  states. 

Laws  were  also  enacted  for  the  en- 
couragement of  vaccination  among  the 
people  generally ;  prohibiting  the  em- 
ployment of  any  seamen  on  public  or 
private  armed  vessels,  except  citizens 
of  the  United  States;  giving  the  pres- 
ident power  of  retaliation  for  Aaolations 
of  the  laws  and  usages  of  civilized  na- 
tions, etc.  After  an  animated  and  pro- 
tracted discussion,  an  important  bill 
was  passed  in  respect  to  tiie  goo&  im- 
ported from  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
after  the  dedaiatloii  of  war,  and  which 
had  been  seized  under  the  non-import- 
ation act.  By  this  bill,  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  was  directed  to  remit 
the  fines,  forfeitures,  penalties,  and  the 
like,  which  the  owners  of  the  goods  had 
incurred ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  cancel 
the  mefcthanfa*  bonds,  g^ven  for  those 
goods.  Notwithstanding  a  most  vigor- 
ous oppodtion,  this  bill  passed  by  the 
close  vote  of  sixty-fonr  to  sixty-one. 
Messrs.  Calhoun,  Quincy,  and  Cheves, 
were  the  priucipAl  advocates  of  this 
measure. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of 
January,  the  committee  on  foreign  re- 
ladoDB  made  their  report  to  the  Home. 
It  Is  an  interesting  document^  prepared 
evidently  under  strong  feeling,  and  re- 
views the  course  of  the  British  govern- 
ment with  great  seventy.  It  admits 
that  the  "practice  of  impressment"  Ls 
the  only  grievance  remaining  unsettled, 
but  contends  that  that  ia  an  abundantly 
sniBcient  cause  for  war.  War  having 
been  decIareGl,  and  the  case  of  impress 
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ment  being  necessarily  included  as  one 
of  the  most  important  causes,  it  is  evi- 
dent, that  it  must  be  provided  fur  in 
the  pacification.  The  omissiou  of  it  iu 
a  treaty  of  peace  would  not  leave  it  on 
itsfonner  gromids;  it  would  in  effisct 
be  an  absolnte  relinquialiment,  an  idea 
at  winch  the  feelings  of  every  American 
nmst  revolt."  Tn  conclusion,  expressing 
the  conviction  that  there  is  no  room  for 
apprehension  as  to  tlie  final  result,  the 
report  declares :  "  Our  resources  are 
abundant;  the  people  are  brave  and 
virtnons,  and  their  spirit  imbroken. 
The  gallantry  of  onr  infant  navy  be- 
speaks onr  growing  greatness  on  that 
element ;  and  that  of  our  troops,  when 
led  to  nction,  inspires  fall  confidence  of 
what  may  l)e  expected  from  them  when 
their  (.rganirjition  is  complete.  Our 
Uiiiou  is  always  most  strong  when  men- 
aced by  foreign  dangers.  The  people 
of  America  are  never  so  mndi  <me  £im- 
ily,  as  when  their  liberties  are  invaded." 

In  contrast  with  this  report,  we  may 
refer  the  reader  to  the  *'BiitL«<h  Mani- 
festo," under  date  of  January  9tli,  which 
was  published  in  the  London  Gazette, 
and  reached  the  United  States 
in  the  month  of  Fehmaxy.  It 
is  a  long  and  well  written  paper,  and 
presents  the  English  view  of  the  qne»> 
tions  at  issoe  in  a  dear  and  forcible 
manner.  The  substance  of  the  British 
complaints  was,  that  the  United  States 
had  all  along  manifested  a  subsei*viency 
to  France  and  au  aggressive  spirit 
against  England :  "  This  complete  sub- 
serviency to  the  mler  of  IVrace;  tins 
hoslale  temper  towards  Great  Britain; 
are  evident  in  almost  every  page  of  the 
o£Scial  correspondence  of  the  Ajnerican 


lais. 


with  the  French  government.  Agaiipt 
this  course  of  conduct,  the  real  cause 
of  the  present  war,  the  ]irince-regent 
solemnly  protests  and,  iu  conclusion, 
says:,  ''relying  on  tiie  jostiee  of  his 
cause,  and  the  tried  loyalty  and  fimi' 
ness  of  the  Britbh  nation,  his  royal 
highness  confidently  looks  forward  to 
a  successful  issue  of  the  contest,  in 
which  he  h.'w  tlms  Vjeen  compelled  most 
reluctantly  to  engage.' 

On  the  24th  of  February,  the  presi- 
dent sent  a  special  message  to  Congress, 
denouncing,  in  very  strong  terms,  the 
"demorsliang  and  disorganising  con- 
trivances,*' by  which  the  British  gov- 
ernment was  attempting  to  sever  the 
eastern  states  from  the  rest  of  the 
Union,  in  making  oflfers  to  confine  to 
those  states  licenses  to  trade  with  the 
West  Indies.  .  The  message  and  docu- 
ments were  considered,  and  bills  were 
introduced  and  psssed  in  the 
House,  to  prohibit  exporta1i<ms 
and  trade  by  foreign  licenses.  The 
Senate,  liowever,  refusing  to  concur, 
the  subject  was  indefinitely  }>o8tponed. 

Having  appointed  the  fourth  Monday 
in  May  as  the  opening  of  an  extra  ses- 
sion, the  twelfth  Congress  terminated 
its  iabon  on  the  8d  of  March,  181d, 
and  Mr.  Madison^  first  term  of  service 
was  brought  to  its  close. 

The  next  day,  the  president  met  the 
assembled  concourse  in  the  capital,  to 
renew  his  vows  of  devotion  to  his  coun- 
try and  his  resolve  to  discharge  his  high 
duties  to  the  utmost  of  his  ability.  His 
second  Liaiignral,  like  his  firsts  was  brief, 
but  energetic  in  tcme,  and  earnest  in  its 
defence  of  the  war  sgainst  England. 
Claiming  to  have  been  actoated  by  the 
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principles  of  justice  and  honor  in  every  |  United  States.  It  is  a  proptiotis  con- 


thing  that  liad  oocnrred,  the  address  re- 
flects severely  upon  the  eneray:  "They 
h[i~t  not,  it  is  ti  ue,  taken  into  their  own 
hands  the  hatchet  and  the  knife,  de- 
voted to  indiscriminate  nia.<^;uTe;  but 
they  have  let  loose  the  savagesi  armed 
witli  those  cruel  iuriinmients ;  have  sl- 
Inred  them  into  ibar  service,  and  car- 
ried them  to  battle  <by  thar  sides,  eager 
ogint  their  savage  thirst  with  the  blood 
of  the  vanquished,  and  to  finish  the  work 
of  torture  and  death  on  maimed  and  de- 
fenceless captives.  And,wliat  was  never 
before  seen,  British  commanderi^  liave 
extorted  victory  over  the  uucouquera- 
hle  valor  of  our  troops,  by  presenting 
to  the  sympathy  of  their  chiei^  captives 
awaitii^  massacre  from  their  savage 
associates,  And  now  we  iind  them, 
in  farther  contempt  of  the  honorable 
modes  of  warfare,  supplying  the  place 
of  a  conquering  force  by  attempts  to 
disorganize  our  political  society,  to  dis- 
member our  confederated  republic" 

The  condnding  paragraph  of  the  In- 
angnral  is  worth  quoting.  **Oar  nation," 
says  the  president,  "is  in  number  more 
than  half  that  of  the  British  Isles.  It 
is  composed  of  a  brave,  a  free,  a  virtu- 
ous, and  an  intelligent  people.  Our 
country  abounds  in  the  necessaries,  the 
ai'ts,  and  the  comforts  of  life.  A  gen- 
eral prosperity  ia  visible  in  the 
public  eoontenanoe.  The  means 
employed  by  the  British  calnnet  to  nn< 
dermine  it  have  recoiled  on  tl  us  ^ves; 
have  given  to  our  national  faculties  a 
rapid  development;  and  draining  or 
diverting  the  precious  metals  from 
British  circulation  and  British  vaults, 
have  poured  them  into  those  of  the 
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sideration,  that  an  unavoidaUe  war 
should  have  found  this  seaaonaUe  fii- 
cility  f  t  the  contributions  required  to 
su])port  it.  When  the  public  voice 
called  for  w  ar,  all  knew  and  still  know, 
that  without  them  it  could  not  be  car- 
ried  on  through  the  period  it  might 
last ;  and  the  patriotism,  the  good  sense, 
and  the  manly  spirit  of  oar  fellq,w-citi- 
zens,  are  pledges  for  the  cheerfulness 
with  which  they  will  bear  each  his 
share  of  the  common  burden.  To 
render  the  war  short,  and  its  success 
sure,  animated  and  systematic  exertions 
alone  are  necessary;  and  the  success 
of  oar  arms  now,  may  long  preserve 
our  country  £pom  the  neoeSBity  oi  an- 
other resort  to  them.  Already  have 
the  gallant  exploit:^  of  our  naval  heroes 
proved  to  the  world  our  inherent  ca- 
pacity to  maintain  our  rights  on  one 
element.  If  the  reputation  of  our  arms 
has  been  thrown  under  clouds  on  the 
other,  presaging  flashes  of  heroic  enter- 
prise assure  us,  that  nothing  is  wanting 
to  correqx>ndent  triumphs  there  also, 
but  the  discipline  and  habit  which  are 
in  daily  progress." 

The  inefficiency  of  some  of  the  mem- 
ber of  the  cabinet  having  become  pain- 
fully evident,  and  frequent  complaints 
having  been  made  on  that  account,  they 
were  induced  to  send  in  their  resigna- 
tions; which  were  accepted;  and  on 
the  12th  of  January,  1818^  William 
Jones,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  appointed 
secretary  of  the  navy,  in  the  place  of 
Paul  Hamilton;  and  General  Arm- 
strong, late  minister  to  France,  .suc- 
ceeded Poctor  Eustis,  as  the  head  of 
the  wai'  deoartment.    The  new  secre- 
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taries  had  each  been  engaged  in  that 
branch  of  the  service  which  they  were 
now  called  to  superintend. 

The  cnmj>nu'Ti  of  1813  was  looked 
to  with  deep  anxiety  and  concern  on 
the  part  of  the  nation  at  large ;  and  it 
was  hoped,  at  least,  that  the  mortifymg 
diaaatei'B  of  the  pfevioua  year  would  be 
fidly  made  up  by  deeds  of  danog  and 
mcoeai  in  canying  ihe  war  into  the  en- 
emy^s  country. 

General  Harrison,  as  we  have  rolatcd 
above,  (see  p.  ICG,)  ■was  in 
command  of  the  forcta  in  the 
north-west.  Unable  to  effect  any  thing 
of  consequence  before  the  end  of  1812, 
with  the  very  beginning  of  the  present 
year,  be  pnt  bis  troops  in  motion.  Gen- 
eral Winchester  was  sent  to  take  pos- 
Bession  of  ^e  tract  about  tbe  Kapids 
of  the  Miami,  or  ISfmimpe,  which  had 
been  vniuly  attacked  ]}y  General  Tap- 
per two  months  before.  And  he  ef- 
fected this,  althougli  lie  had  to  march 
through  a  deep  snow ;  dispersing  the 
Indiana  who  bad  takm  posts  ibete^  and 
making  all  needful  provisions,  such  as 
the  collection  of  corn  from  the  Indians' 
fields  near,  the  erection  of  a  storehouse, 
etc.  Whilst  thus  engaged,  information 
was  brought  him  from  Frenchtown,  of 
the  straits  to  which  the  inhabitants 
were  reduced  by  .the  Canadians  and 
Lidians  in  the  British  service  who  were 
ready  to  occupy  the  place;  and  ihey 
feared  a  massacre  would  ensue.  A 
council  of  oflScers  having  been  called, 
it  was  determined  to  send  a  detachment 
Bufficiently  strong  to  defeat  the  enemy 
at  that  place. 

Six  hundred  and  sixty  men  were 
therefcro  detaclied,  under  the  command 
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of  Colonels  Lewis  and  All^,  who  set 
out  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  Jan- 
uary. Their  movements  being  quick- 
ened by  tlie  int^Uigence  that  Colonel 
Elliot  was  expected  from  Maiden,  on 
his  way  to  attack  the  camp  at  the  Rap- 
ids, they  marched  partly  on  the  ice  of 
"iSjoam  Bay,  and  flie  border  of  lAke 
Erie,  and  back  the  Indians,  whom 
they  met  in  the  woods.  About  three 
o'clock  on  the  next  afternoon,  they  fell 
upon  the  enemy,  ooTi'^i'^ting  of  about  five 
hundred  men,  four  hundred  being  In- 
dians, and  after  a  sharp  engagement 
which  lasted  till  it  was  dark,  drove 
them  out  of  Freaditown,  and  pursued 
them  for  two  miles  beyond  it;  retunh 
ing  then  in  good  order  with  a  loss  of 
twelve  lolled  and  fifty-five  wounded, 
they  encamped  before  the  town. 

Freix  lit  i  twn  was  only  eighteen  miles 
distant  from  Maiden,  from  wliicli  it 
could  be  reached  on  the  ice;  this  ren- 
dered the  position  of  Lewis  and  Allen 
one  of  great  danger,  and  as  soon  as  the 
tidings  of  thdr  socosbb  reached  the 
Kapids,  complete  ferment"  was  pro> 
duced  in  the  camp.  "All  were  anxious 
to  proceed  to  Frenchtown  in  support 
of  the  advanced  corps,"  says  M'Afee; 
"it  was  evident  that  corps  was  in  a 
critical  situation."  Every  man  wished 
to  rush  forward  and  join  Lewis,  and 
Winchester,  unable  to  restrain  Ihe  im- 
petnonty  of  l^e  v<dunteers,  set  out 
himself,  on  the  evening  of  the  19th, 
with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  to  re- 
inforce Colonel  Lewis.  That  brave  oflS- 
cor  had  posted  his  force  in  a  place  where 
thoy  were  defended  by  garden  pickets, 
sufficiently  close  and  strong  to  pi-otect 
his  men  against  an  attach  of  amaUaimSi 
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But  little  precaatkm  was  taken  to  pre- 
Tentasnrpdse.  Hie  general  did  liardlj 

any  tking  to  mcreaae  the  security  of 
the  detachment  He  named  to  Colonel 
Wells,  but  did  not  positively  order,  a 
breastwork  for  the  protection  of  kis 
camp.  He  established  hx6  own 
quarters  in  a  house  on  the  south 
nde  Off  die  riyer,  about  three  himdred 
yards- from  the  lines!  On  the  21st^  a 
phu»  was  selected  for  the  whole  detach- 
ment to  encamp  in  good  order,  with  a 
determination  to  fortify  it  on  tlie  next 
day.  About  siinset,  Colouel  Wells  s<,>- 
licited  and  obtained  leave  to  return  to 
the  llupidi}.  Cert^  ini'oi-matiou  had 
been  received,  that  the  British  were 
preparing  to  maike  an  attaek;  and  that 
it  would  be  made  as  speedily  as  possi- 
ble, seemed  to  be  a  matter  of  course. 
Colonel  Wells  reached  the  Kapids  that 
night ;  at  which  place.  General  Hani- 
son, — to  whom  Winchester,  when  he 
stai-ted  for  Frenchtown,  had  sent  for 
reinforcements,  and  to  inform  him  of 
his  movements, — had  aimed  on  the 
20th  of  Jannaiy,  and  had  exerted  him- 
self to  hasten  forward  the  remfbree- 
ments. 

After  Colonel  Wells^s  departure,  a 
Frenchman  from  the  neighborhood  of 
Maiden,  came  to  General  Winchester, 
and  int'ornied  him  that  a  large  force  of 
British  and  ludian^  were  about  to  set 
oat  from  that  place.  Thmeonldbe  no 
donbt  that  Fiemchtownwaa  dieir  desti- 
nation. Bat,  strangely  enoa^  as  it 
seems,  knowing  their  critical  pontion, 
this  information  went  for  nothing ;  no 
preparations  were  made  to  he  in  readi- 
ness for  the  enemy ;  n'  >  a[)preliensions 
were  exclted|  the  most  fatal  security  pre- 


Tafled;  Colonel  Lewis  and  Mijor  Had- 
ison  alone  seem  to  have  been  on  the 

alert,  and  anxious  to  gaard  against  sud- 
den attack.  "  Guards  were  placed  out," 
says  IVTAfee,  "  this  night  as  usutil ;  but, 
as  it  was  extremely  cold,  no  picket 
guard  wad  placed  on  the  road,  on  which 
the  enemy  was  to  be  eicpected.  The 
night  paaaed  away  without  any  alarm, 
and  the  revdlle  b^an  to  beat  at  day- 
break, on  the  morning  of  the  22d*  A 
few  minutes  afterwards,  three  guns 
were  fired  in  quick  succession  by  tlie 
sentinels.  The  troops  were  instantly 
formed,  and  the  British  opened  a  heavy 
file  uu  the  camp  from  several  pieces  of 
artillery,  loaded  with  bombs,  balls,  and 
grape^hot,  at  the  distance  <tf  three  han« 
dred  yards.  This  was  qoiddy  followed 
by  a  charge  made  by  the  British  r^- 
lai^,  and  by  a  general  fire  of  small  arms ; 
and  the  Indian  yell  on  the  right  and 
left.  The  British  had  approached  in 
tlie  nis^ht  with  the  most  profound  si- 
lence, and  stationed  their  cannon  bo- 
hind  a  small  ravine  which  ran  across 
the  open  fields  on  the  right.** 

The  detachment,  whose  pontion  was 
left  onfortificd,  as  above  stated,  was 
driven  back,  and  in  spite  of  the  efforts 
(jf  their  officei-s,  of  Colonels  Lewis  and 
Allen,  and  of  General  Winchester,  when 
lie  reached  the  fielrl,  to  rally  them,  in 
spite  of  the  Uiteistance  of  two  comf>anies 
sent  from  the  cover  of  the  pickets,  was 
roated  utterly;  and  after  a  retreat  of 
three  miles,  throngh  the  deep  snow, 
wholly  destroyed  or  made  prisoners. 
Winchester  and  Lewis  were  captured ; 
Colonel  Allen,  was  shot  by  an 
Indian  whilst  he  paused,  ex- 
hausted by  a  wound  received  in  a  flight 
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he  had  used  his  utmost  to  preyent ;  Cap- 
tain Simpson,  a  gigantic  KentneUan, 

six  feet  six  inches  in  height,  was  shot 
and  tomahawlceil  at  the  edge  of  the 
"Woods.  Tlie  lucUaiis  gathered  round 
his  body  where  it  lay,  to  admire  its 
massive  proportions. 

Proctor,  who  commanded  the  British, 
had  suffered  very  severely  in  his  attack 
upon  the  pickets ;  bnt  when  he  fi»iind 
that  Winchester  was  a  prisoner,  he  at 
once,  as  the  writOT  we  have  above 
quoted  indignantly  states,  "  basely  de- 
termined to  take  advantage  of  hi''  sit- 
uation to  procure  tlie  siui  oiider  of  the 
party  in  the  picketing."  He  assured 
Winchester,  that  nothing  but  an  imme- 
diate surrender  could  save  the  Ameri- 
cans from  an  indtseriminate  massacre 
by  the  Indians,  and  he  gave  his  pledge, 
that  if  they  w  1 1  promptly  lay  down 
their  anns,  they  should  be  protected 
from  massacre  by  the  Indifn*? ;  if  this 
were  not  done,  Proctor  declared  that 
he  would  set  fire  to  the  %'illage,  and 
would  not  be  responsible  for  the  con- 
dnct  of  the  savages.  '^IHndhester,  in- 
timidated by  this  threat^  sent  an  order 
to  the  troops  nnder  Migor  Kadiaon,  to 
surrender ;  which  order  was  rdactantly 
obeyed,  with  the  distinct  nndei^tand- 
ing,  that  the  live?,  person",  nnd  effects 
of  the  ])risoners  sliould  be  protected 
and  properly  cared  for.  At  thia  time, 
the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  of 
the  little  army,  indading  those  that 
had  been  ontside  of  the  pickets, 
amoonted  to  more  than  three  hundred 
men ;  those  under  Madison,  who  capit- 
ulated at  Winchester's  bidding,  num- 
bered thirty-five  officers  and  above  four 
hundred  and  fifty  men. 


The  shocking  barbarities  which  fol- 
lowed the  battle  of  fVenchtown,  are 
almost  incredible.  "Scaroelybad  the 
Americans  surrendered,"  says  a  con- 
temporary writer,  "under  the  stipnla 
tion  of  protection  from  the  British  offi- 
cer, when  our  brave  citizens  discovered, 
too  late,  that  tliey  were  reserved  to  be 
butchered  in  cold  blood.  Of  the  right 
wing,  bnt'a  small  number  escaped ;  the 
work  of  scalping  and  stripping  the  dead, 
and  murdering  those  v.ho  could  no 
longer  resist,  was  suffered  to  go  on 
without  restraint.  Tlie  infernal  work 
was  now  to  be^^in  with  those  wlio  Imd 
so  bravely  defended  themselves.  The 
infamous  Proctor  and  the  British  offi- 
cers turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  g^^^ 
just  remoostranoes  of  these  un- 
haj^y  men.  Contrary  to  e^i'ees  stip* 
uiation,  the  swords  were  taken  from  the 
sides  of  the  officers ;  and  many  of  them 
stripped  almost  naked,  and  robbed.  The 
brave  dead  w^re  '^tripped  and  scalped, 
and  tlieir  liod;"  -  -Imh  kintrly  mutilated. 
The  tomahawk  put  an  end  at  once  to 
the  sufferings  of  many  of  the  wounded, 
who  could  not  rise ;  in  allusion  to  which, 
some  days  afterwards,  a  British  officer 
observed,  'The  Indians  are  excellent 
doctors.'  The  prisoners,  who  now  re- 
mained, with  but  a  few  exceptions,  in- 
stead of  being  guarded  by  Biitish  sol- 
dieis,  were  delivered  to  the  charge  of 
the  Indians,  to  be  marched  in  the  rear 
of  the  army  to  Maiden.  This  was,  in 
other  words,  a  full  permission  to  ith 
dulge  their  savage  thirst  for  blood;  and 
in  this  they  were  not  disappointed ;  for 
the  greater  part  of  these  ill-fated  men 
were  murdered  on  the  way,  thronq-h 
mere  wantonness.  About 
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eaxtj  of  tbe  voonded,  many  of  them 
officeiB  of  distinetion,  or  individuals 
of  mncli  napeefeabi]!^,  had  been  aa^ 

fered  to  take  shelter  in  the  houses 
of  the  iababitants,  and  two  of  their 
own  surgeons  permitted  by  Proctor  to 
attend  them,  tixjm  whom  they  also  ob- 
taintMl  a  promise  that  a  gimi*d  ghould 
be  placed  to  protect  them,  and  that 
they  shonld  fae  carried  to  Mald«ii  the 
oert  morning  in  aleda.  Bnt  ihia  af- 
fected hnrnanitf ,  waa  but  m  aggmvik 
tion  of  his  cruelty,  by  awakening  a 
hope  which  lie  intended  to  disappoint. 
No  guard  of  soldiers  waa  left,  and  on 
the  next  day,  instead  of  sleds  to  convey 
them  to  a  jjlacc  of  safety,  a  party  of 
Indians  returned  to  the  iield  of  battle, 
fell  upon  these  poor  woonded  men, 
plundered  them  of  th«r  dothing,  and 
every  article  of  any  ralne  which  re- 
mained, tomahawked  the  greater  part 
of  them,  and,  to  finish  the  scene,  fired 
the  houses,  and  consamed  the  dying 
and  the  dead  !"* 

This  sad  calamity  deeply  affected 
the  sensibilities  of  the  entire  American 
people.  All  Kentacky  waa  literally  in 
mourning;  for  the  troopa  which  had 
been  massacred  so  shanieleaaly,  were 
of  the  best  families  in  the  state,  and 
many  of  them  were  yonnc;  men  of  for- 
tune and  distiripti  >n,  with  numerous 
friends  and  relatives.  The  indignation 


*  The  British  "gctunl  onler,"  in  piving  an  account 
of  this  b»Ui<^  presented  »  veiy  difiemit  statameii^ 
■ad  Proeior  wm  hatM.  for  "tib  lininuie  tnd  tm- 

weancd  exertions  in  rescuing  (he  vanquLsIicd  from  the 
menge  of  the  Indian  vrarriora."  Beside  this^  which 
tlwAiiMricaintoolccd  upon  aaagroMlmaK^tlAtnme 

Prtxrtor  was  at  once  rn'-'il  (n  (V.i:  rniil:  (,f  n  '  rignclicr- 
grocral  for  hia  gallantry  and  excellent  ooiuiucL 
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of  the  west  was  roosed  to  a  finr  higher 
pitch  than  it  had  ever  before  attained. 
Wincbeater  was  severely  censored  by 

many  for  his  advance  to  the  River  Rai- 
sin; others  blamed  Hanison  for  not 
reinforcing  him  in  time ;  and  >=iome  few 
took  occt'^ioii,  from  thU  unexpected  dis- 
aster, to  reprobate  tlio  war  idtogcther. 

In  the  mean  time,  llanisou,  who 
reached  the  camp  at  the  Bapids  on 
the  90th  of  January,  aa  we  have  said, 
and  who  had  left  orders  to  his  troops 
at  Sandosky  to  follow  him  with  all 
speed,  when  the  tidings  of  the 
affair  at  the  Raisin  reached  him, 
fell  hack  behind  the  Poitage  River, 
fearing  to  he  himself  attacked.  But 
very  soon  he  advanced  again,  and  con- 
stmeted  a  stranj^d  at  the  Rapids,  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river,  which,  in 
honor  of  the  govei-nor  of  Ohio,  he 
named  Fort  Meigs.  The  troopa  la- 
bored with  great  diligence  in  stren<^th- 
ening  Fort  Meigs,  Upper  Sandusky,  and 
Fort  Stephenson;  but  nofnithstanding 
Harrison's  eflforts,  it  was  found,  by  the 
middle  of  February,  that  it  was  useless 
to  make  any  attempt  against  Maiden 
thia  aeaaon.  Winchester's  movement 
had  deranged  Harrison's  plan  entirely^ 
and  be  had  no  alternative  bat  to  ro^ 
organize  hia  system  of  operations. 

The  term  of  service  of  the  greater 
part  of  tlie  militia  composing  the  north- 
western army  having  expired,  new  lev- 
ies from  Ohio  and  Kentucky  were  or- 
dered on  to  supply  their  places.  Bnt 
these  not  arriving  in  season,  the  Penii» 
sylvania  brigade  genoronsly  volnn- 
teered  their  services  for  another  month 
to  defend  Fort  Meigs,  which  was  men- 
aced with  an  attack.    This  condocl 
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was  the  more  bonorable,  hb  this  corps 
Imd  oDdeigoue  very  great  hardships  du- 
ring the  winter,  in  draggiug  the  artil- 
hvy  and  stores  from  Sandaaky  to  the 

Early  in  Aj)!'!!,  Harrison  rocfived 
such  iuformation  jus  induced  liiui  to  iiaij- 
tcu  his  return  tu  Fort  Meigs,  which  he 
reached  on  the  20th.  Iminediatdy  on 
his  arrival,  Geaenl  Hairison  set  abont 
making  preparations  for  the  approach- 
ing si^.  The  fort  was  situated  opon 
a  rising  ground,  at  the  distance 
of  a  few  hundred  yards  from 
the  river,  the  country  on  each  side  of 
which  is  chiefly  natural  nif^adows.  The 
ganison  was  well  supplied  with  the 
means  of  defence,  and  Harrison,  with 
unremitted  exertions,  hibored,  night 
a&d  day,  to  improve  its  capacity  for 
resisting  the  siege.  On  the  28th,  the 
^emy  were  reported  to  be  in  great 
force  about  three  miles  T)elow,  and  in 
a  day  or  two  the  siege  commenced  in 
earnest.  The  British  were  very  active 
in  selecting  positions  around  the  fort 
whence  it  might  be'  annoyed,  and  in 
eredang  batteries  on  ihe  opposite  ^de  of 
the  liver.  The  besieged  w«re  equally 
active  in  keeping  up  a  well-directed  fire 
upon  the  enemy's  works,  and  impeding 
their  progress  in  every  po^ible  way. 
On  the  1st  of  May,  the  British  Latter- 
ICS  were  mounted,  and  for  several  days 
there  was  uu  incessssuut  Hring  of  bombs 
and  cannon  balls;  the  besieged,  with 
great  brsveiy  and  perseverance  re- 
turned the  enemy^s  fire.  Proctor,  who 
professed  himself  desirous  of  sparing 
the  effusion  of  blood,  sent  a  summons 
to  the  garrison  to  surrender,  threaten- 
ing, in  case  of  refusal,  to  abandon  them 


to  the  savages.  His  smnmoos  was 
treated  with  the  contempt  it  deserved. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  news  reached 
Harrison,  that  General  Clay,  with 
twelye  hundred  Kentucky  militia,  was 
but  a  few  miles  up  the  river,  descend- 
ing in  Vioats.  An  officer  was  sent  to 
Clay,  directing  him  to  detach  eight 
hundred  men  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river,  for  the  purpose  of  forcing 
the  eiiemy*8  batteries  and  spoking  their 
camion.  Colonel  Dudley,  who  was 
charged  with  the  execution  of  this 
movement,  perfomied  it  in  fine  style; 
but  his  men,  elated  with  their  sucetss, 
continued  to  pui-sue  the  retreating  en- 
emy, iu  spite  of  Dudley's  ettbrts  to  the 
contrary,  till  they  were  finally  drawn 
into  an  ambnsh,  prepared  by  Tecmn* 
sdi,  and  overwhelmed  by  superior  namp 
bers;  the  greater  part  of  tlw  detach 
ment  were  killed  or  taken  prisoners. 
Colonel  Dudley  was  among  the  killed. 
While  these  things  were  being  done 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  Colonel 
Miller  sallied  forth  from  the  fort^  at  the 
head  of  three  hundred  men,  assaulted 
the  whole  line  of  thdr  worlra^  manned 
by  three  hnndred  and  fifty  regidan  and 
five  hnndred  Indians,  and  after  several 
brilliant  charges,  drove  the  enemy  ftom 
their  principal  batteries,  spiked  the  can- 
non, and  returned  to  the  fo!'+  ^  itl!  tV.r- 
ty-two  prisoners.  The  Initish  com- 
mander, finding  hiaiself  disajipointed, 
disoontiimed  hostilities,  from  the  6th  to 
the  9th  of  May;  arrangemente  were 
made  for  an  exchange  of  priaonm;  and 
the  Indians,  according  to  custom,  hav- 
ing  left  their  allies,  Proctor,  in  consid- 
erable haste,  retreated  from  the  contest. 
The  loss  of  the  Americans  in  the  fort^ 
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was  eighty-one  UUed  and  cme  Imndred 
and  eiglity-nine  wounded.  Thekesof 
the  enemy  was  about  equal. 

After  the  ri^e  of  Fort  MeigB)  offen- 
sive operations  in  this  quarter  were,  for 
a  considerable  time,  suspended  on  both 
sides.  Until  the  completion  of  the  na- 
val preparations  on  Lake  Eiie,  which 
were  then  in  oon^derable  forwardness, 
the  troops  were  to  xemain  at  Fort 
MeigSi  and  Upper  Sandusky.  Without 
the  oononand  of  the  lake,  litde  of  eon- 
sequence  could  be  elfected ;  the  troops 
would,  therefore,  continue  a  great  part 
of  the  summer  in  a  state  of  inactivity, 
awftitinj?  this  event.  In  the  mean  time, 
General  iiariisou,  liaviiig  left  Geueral 
Clay  in  comniand  at  the  fort, 
'  returned  to  FFBiiklmton,fi»r  the 
purpose  of  oigaDudng  the  Ibroes  ex- 
pected to  concentrate  at  that  place. 
A  deputation  from  all  the  Indian  tribes 
residing  in  the  state  of  Ohio,  and  porae 
in  the  territories  of  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
made,  in  June,  a  tender  of  their  services 
to  follow  General  Harrison  into  Canada. 
Heretofore^  the  government  had  de- 
clined ndng  the  Lidians  as  alfies  against 
the  British ;  but,  as  it  was  neeesaaiy  to 
have  them  as  friends  or  enemies,  and  as 
they  thought  it  an  imputation  upon 
them  to  be  asked  to  remain  neutral,  it 
was  concluded  to  be  best,  on  the  whole, 
to  accept  their  aid,  on  the  express  con- 
dition, that  they  should  spare  their  pris- 
onera^  and  not  aaaaJl  defenoeUas  women 
I  and  ehildraL 

Taming  onr  attention  to  the  opera- 
tions on  the  northern  frontier,  we  find, 
that  tlie  war  was  carried  on  there  with 
varied  sucoess.  Durnig  the  winter,  'skir- 
mishes were  not  infrequent,  and  small 
You  IOf-M 
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detachments  wtte  often  sent  across  from 
Csnada  for  the  purpose  of  apprdiend- 

ing  deserters.  They  f(Hind  and  arrested 
several,  and,  being  in  an  enemy^  coun- 
try, committed  depredations  upon  the 
h<)ii?<es  and  other  property  of  the  in- 
habitant.s.  In  the  beginning  of  Fel>- 
ruary,  Major  Foi-sy  the,  who  oommauded 
at  Ogdensburgh,  resolved  to  retaliate 
Aeseinenisions.  Taking  a  part  ^^^^ 
of  his  riflemen,  and  such  volnn* 
feel's  ss  offered,  some  of  whom  were 
private  gentlemen  of  the  neighborhood, 
in  all  numbering  about  two  hundred 
men,  lie  crossed  the  St.  Lawrence,  sur- 
prised the  guard  at  Elizabethtown,  took 
fil'ty-two  prisonei-s,  among  whom  were 
one  major,  tluree  eaptatos,  and  two  lieu- 
tenants; and  captored  one  hundred  and 
twen^  mnskets,  twen^  rifles,  two  essks 
of  fixed  ammunition,  and  other  public 
property.  He  then  returned,  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

Soon  after,  movements  in  Canada  in- 
dicated that  an  attack  ou  Ogdensburgh 
was  intended,  and  the  militia,  under 
Colonel  Benedict^  were  esUed  ont  to 
defend  itb  On  the  Slst  of  February, 
the  place  was  attacked  by  a  force  of 
twelve  hundred  men,  nnder  Colonel 
>ri)onnell.  The  Americans  refused  to 
surrender  on  being  summoned,  and  not- 
withstanding thev  were  much  inferior 
in  numbera,  they  fought  with  great 
bravery  for  an  hour,  when  they  were 
eompelled  to  retire,  and  abandon  their 
artillery  and  stotes  to  the  British.  Two 
schooners,  two  gnnboats,  together  with 
the  barracks,  were  committed  to  the 
flames.  Brackenridgc  relate?,  that  the 
British  made  something  of  a  flourish 
over  this  a£^;  and  a  message  was 
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Bcat  vitii  the  newB  to  Oolond  BITeelcy, 
eommandmg  the  Ameriiiaii  garraon  at 
Niagara^  informing  him  that  a  salute 
would  be  fired  £roiD  JFort  George.  The 
American  officer  expressed  his  satisfac- 
tion at  being  abk'  to  return  the  eoni- 
pliment,  as  he  had  just  received  iutel- 
ligcuce  of  the  capture  of  his  majesty's 
fiigate  Java,  by  an  Amexieaa  frigate 
of  equal  fbrce  (p.  165),  and  intended 
to  fire  a  salate  from  Niagara,  at  the 
same  time,  in  honor  of  ^is  hrilliant 
victoiy. 

General  Pike,  a  brave  and  energetic 
officer,  was  diligently  occupied  at  Sack- 
ett's  Harbor  in  disciplining  the  recruits 
as  they  arrived,  a  work  of  great  dif- 
ficulty and  leqahing  the  ntmoet  pa- 
tience and  peneveranee.  Great  ez^ 
tiona  had  also  been  made  by  Commodore 
Channcey  to  l)uild  and  equip  asqnadron 
on  the  lake  whicli  should  enable  the 
Amcriean>  there  to  cf^pe  with  the  Brit- 
ish; and  in  the  course  of  the  spring  he 
^^^^  Lad  under  him  two  sloops  aud 
eleven  schooners,  manned  with 
crew8  who  doubted  not  theb'  aUlity  to 
contend  snoceasfiilly  with  their  enemies. 
Channcey  was  ordered  by  the  navy  de- 
partment to  co-operate  with  General 
Dearborn  in  any  operations  he  might 
direct.  Accordingly,  on  the  2.5th  of 
April,  with  sixteen  hundred  men  on 
boaitl,  the  flotilla  sailed  from  Sackett's 
Harbor,  f<v  the  purpose  of  maJdng  an 
attack  on  -  York  (now  Toronto)  the 
capital  of  Upper  Canada. 

The  plan,  which  had  been  principally 
suggested  by  General  Pike,  was  highly 
judicious;  and,  at  his  particular  re- 
quest, he  was  entrusted  with  its  execn- 
tioD.   On  the  27th,  at  seven  o^clock  in 


the  morning,  the  fleet  safidy  reached 
the  place  of  destination.  The  debark* 
ation  commenced  at  dght  oVL  >ck,  and 
was  4H>mpleted  at  ten.  The  British,  on 
discovering  the  fleet,  hastily  made  tlic 
necessary  dispositions  to  oppose  the 
landing  of  the  American  foix*es.  Gen- 
eral SheaJOfe  was  in  command  at  York, 
bnt  he  oonld  collect  only  some  seven 
hundred  and  fifty  regnlais  and  abont 
a  hondred  Itkdiani.  With  these  he  en^ 
deavored  to  prevent  the  landing,  but 
ineffectually.  Foraythe,  with  his  rifle- 
man, Avas  fint  on  the  shore,  and  gal- 
lantly attacked  the  enemy.  General 
Pike  soon  followed,  aud  ably  sustained 
the  advance  corps.  The  British  were 
diiren  back,  and  took  refuge  behind 
the  works  York,  and  onr  country- 
men marched  in  columns  to  the  aasanlt 
They  had  destroyed  one  of  the  enemy's 
batteries,  and  were  within  sixty  yards 
of  their  main  works,  when  the  tr«  mcn- 
dous  explosion  of  a  magazine,  at  two 
hundred  yards'  distance,  filled  the  air 
in  every  direction  with  huge  stones 
and  fragments  of  wood,  whidi  falling, 
caused  a  dreadfbl  havoc  among  the 
troops.  One  hundred  of  the  Amei^ 
icans  and  forty  of  the  British  were 
killed.  General  Pike  fell  mortally 
wounded.  Whereupon  General  Sheaffe 
-^for  Channcey  had  made  his  way  into 
the  harbor — profiting  by  the  confu- 
sion, set  fire  to  snch  of  his  stores  as  he 
conld  reach,  and  to  a  Tessel  on  the 
stocks,  and  retreated  towards  Kings- 
ton, with  abont  four  hundred  regulars, 
who  alone  remained  unhurt.  Tlie  mi- 
litia who  were  in  York  cajntnlated,  and 
the  victors  seized  u])on  tlie  valuable 
stores  which  thus  fell  into  their  posses* 
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nmL  Property  to  an  immenw  amount 
had  been  destroyed,  but  there  atill  re- 

raahied  unconsumed  to  the  value  of  at 
k  ast  half  a  million  of  dollai-s.  In  his 
hasty  retrefit,  Geiici-al  SheafFe  liban- 
doned  hia  baggage,  containing  all  his 
books  and  papei-s,  which  proved  a  valu- 
able acqubition.*  The  loas  of  the  Brit- 
bb  waa  ninety  kQled,  two  hundred 
wounded,  and  tbree  bnndred  made 
priaoners,  beside  five  hmidred  nulitia 
releiised  on  parole. 

The  American  forces  eyaeoated  York 
earlv  in  Mnv,  and  it  was  determined 
to  attack  Fort  George  and  Fort  Erie. 
After  visiting  Sackett's  Harbor,  and 
disposing  of  the  wounded  and  the  pris- 
oners, having  taken  reinforcements  on 
board,  to  the  number  of  about  five  tboo- 
sand,  the  fleet  sailed  for  Fort  George, 
on  the  Niagara  Klver,  at  tbe  bead  of 
the  lake.  There,  under  cover  of  the  vea- 
sels,  the  advance,  five  hundred  strong, 
landed,  on  the  27th  of  May,  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Scott  and  Major 
Forsythe ;  and  being  followed  by  the 
biigades  of  Crenerals  Boyd,  Winder, 
and  Chandler,  the  enemy  fled,  aban- 
doning their  works  and  laying  truna 
for  blowing  up  their  magazines;  bot 
Captain  Hindman,  entering  the  fort 
first,  was  fortunately  able  to 

IBIS. 

remove  the  match,  before  the 
fire  had  reached  the  powder.   In  a  few 


*  In^rf.oH  nicntlonis,  that  among  the  ftrtides  taken 
Hi  the  capture  of  York,  was  •  scalp  found  suspeoded 
over  Ow  apaaika't  dudr  In       iwriUaiwDt  bouM, 

"This  atrocious  ornftmcnt"  tho  author  nitr*:  as  one 
■ixMWig  may  ovidoooes  of  the  fiu:t,  that  tbe  British  b- 
iOfpitea  ttw  IdAws  to  Itw  wwanMwi  «r  Imterite 
ofevor^sortin  thowaratthatdlto  '^Wtttifff  ^Uu 
Soeond  War;'  vol  i,  p^  978L 
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hours,  Fort  George,  Fort  Erie^  and  the 
other  forttficaliotts  in  the  vicinjiy  re- 
ceived new  master^). 

In  thii  aflair,  it  is  said  that  the  British 
lost  a  hundred  and  eight  kiUed,  and 
half  as  many  more  wonndcfl,  while  six 
hundred  weru  made  })risoneit* ;  of  the 
Americans,  one  hundred  and  eight  were 
wounded,  and  only  thirty-nine  were 
killed.  Captain  Perry,  who  had  vol* 
unteered  on  the  86th,  was  busily  occu- 
pied at  this  date  at  Presque  lale^  pre- 
paring the  timber  for  the  construction 
of  those  vessels,  with  which  he  after- 
wards obtained  such  im]>eri'!hable  re- 
nown, and  withal  inflicted  new  and 
unusual  losses  on  the  enemy. 

On  embarking  for  York,  General 
Dearborn  had  left  8adcett*8  Harbor  m 
rather  a  defenceless  state,  which  in- 
duced Sir  George  Pi  evost  at  the  head 
of  about  seven  hundred  troops,  to  com- 
bine with  Sir  James  Yco,  wLo>e  squad- 
ron on  Lake  Ontario  had  recently  been 
very  considerably  reinforced,  to  put  to 
aea  on  the  28th  of  May  from  Kingston, 
and  attack  that  American  post  both 
by  land  and  water.  ^'The  expedition,** 
says  ABson,  excited  great  interest  on 
both  sides  of  the  water,  (both  in  Can- 
ada and  Great  Britain,)  and  the  most 
sangiiinc  lu»pes  were  entertained  by 
the  British,  that  it  would  load  to  the 
destruction  of  this  growitjg  and  formi- 
dable naval  cotablishment  of  the  enemy. 
These  hopes,  however,  were  disappoint- 
ed.*' General  Brown,  of  the  New  York 
mUitia,  had  the  diief  command  at  the 
Harbor,  and  on  the  20th  he  detached 
Colonel  Mills  with  tho  militia  (whom 
he  charged  fstrietly  to  roporve  their  fire) 
and  tho  Albany  volunteers  to  oppose 
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tlic  laudlug  of  the  British.  Brown  had 
hikstilj-  tlirown  up  a  slight  breastwork 
at  the  only  place  where  this  could  be 

At  first,  although  exceeding  the  at- 
tacking force  by  four  or  five  hundred 
meD,  the  Americans  were  seised  with  a 
panic  from  some  mtexplained  eause  and 
were  driven  back.  Cdond  Mills  lost 
his  life  in  attempting  to  rally  them. 
The  invaders,  thus  left  in  possession 
of  the  peninsula,  advanced  against  the 
loop-holed  blockhonses;  before  which 
some  four  handled  regulars,  under  Col- 
onel Backus,  were  drawn  up.  But  the 
resbtanoe  made  by  this  small  band  was 
BO  desperate,  and  the  fire  from  the 
blockhouses  so  tremendooS)  and  Brown, 
having  succeeded  in  rallying  about  a 
hundred  of  the  fugitives,  made  so  well- 
timed  an  attack  upon  their  rear,  that 
the  bravest  of  the  l^ritish  recoiled. 
Prevost  urged  on  his  men,  but  uotwith- 
staading  all  his  efforts  the  strait  could 
not  be  passed,  and  a  retreat  was  ordered 
and  hastUy  made,  the  wounded  being 
left  to  the  care  of  the  Americans. 

During  tiie  battle,  information  hav- 
ing been  communicated  to  Lieutenant 
Chauncey,  that  onr  troops  had  been 
defeated,  he  immediately,  according  to 
orders  previously  received,  set  fire  to 
the  public  store  houses;  and  the  fire 
was  not  extinguished  imtil  very  great 
damage  had  been  done;  In  fiict^  though 
the  enemy  were  repulsed,  they  had  ac- 
complished the  most  important 

181S. 

part  of  their  expedition,  the 
dostnictinn  of  a  large  j)art  of  the  sa[> 
plies  whicli  were  essential  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  campaign.  General  Brown, 
whose  good  conduct  was  warmly  ao- 

II 


knowledged,  was  appointed  a  brigadier 
in  the  regular  army.  Prevost  who,  it 
was  expected,  wonld  hare  been  mc- 
ce.ssfu),  was  a  good  dejU  censured  and 
abused  by  his  countrymen. 

At  the  tune  wheu  Forts  George, 
Erie,  and  the  others  nesr  them  had 
fiillen  into  <he  hands  of  the  Americans, 
Colonel  Vincent  had  retreated  to  the 
heights  at  the  head  of  Burlii^jton  Bay, 
where  he  occupied  a  strong  position, 
when  he  gradually  collected  from  the 
posts  in  the  vicinity  about  sixteen  hun- 
dred troops,  one  half  of  which  were 
regular  soldiers.  The  Ameiicaus  on 
thdr  ride,  fully  aware  of  the  advantage 
they  had  obtamed  in  getting  so  strong 
a  lodgment  in  the  Canadian  territory, 
determined  to  drive  him  out  of  his 
stronghold,  that  they  might  more  se- 
curely puah  on  towards  the  interior, 
and  achieve  the  conqnest  of  the  whole 
country.  Generak  Winder  and  Chand- 
ler were,  therefore,  sent  against  Vin- 
cent, witii  three  thousand  in^try,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  horse,  and  nine  guns ; 
and,  on  the  5th  of  June,  they  encamped 
on  the  bank  of  Stony  Creek.  As  soon 
as  the  Britisli  General  was  apprised  ol 
their  approach,  he  called  a  council  of 
war,  and  directly  afterwards,  dispatched 
seven  hundred  and  fifty  men,  under 
Colonel  Harvey,  in  order  to  retard  the 
advance  of  Winder  and  Chandler*  On 
drawing  near  tiie  Ammcans,  and  find- 
ing that  they  were  careless  and  kept  a 
bad  look  out,  Harvey  resolved  upon  a 
night  attack ;  wliicli  he  executed  as 
soon  a.s  it  was  dark,  and  with  rcnsider- 
able  success.  The  sentinels  v,  r  1 1  ■  silently 
bayonneted ;  the  main  guard,  who  must 
have  been  asleep,  were  passed ;  but  for 
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Innately  for  oar  countrymeu,  the  Iih 
dians,  when  they  arrived  near  some 
fires  just  abandoned,  where  the  troops 
had  cooked  their  supper,  raised  their 
usnal  yell,  supposing  the  Americans 
were  sleeping  around  tlieni.  This 
awoke  tlie  taroops,  who,  having  slept 
on  tbar  wnoBf  cUsoluaged  their  pieces 
at  the  enemy  standing  in  the  light  of 
the  fires  which  had  deluded  them.  Bat 
they  soon  retired  into  the  darkness, 
which  was  intense;  and  then  no  one 
knew  where  his  enemy  was,  nor  which 
was  friend  or  foe.  Several  irregular 
cuuiiicta  took  place,  in  which 
some  were  killed  and  othen 
wonnded.  General  Chandler,  intend- 
ing  to  take  the  head  of  kis  artOlery, 
found  himself  in  the  midst  of  a  British 
party,  and  was  made  prisoner.  A  few 
minutes  afterwards.  General  Winder, 
under  the  same  mistake,  fared  no  better. 
Satisfied  with  the  capture  of  these  offi- 
cers, and  about  a  hundred  other  pris- 
oners, the  enemy  made  a  precipitate 
retreat,  losing  kowem',  more  than  they 
gained.  The  English  commander,  Col- 
onel Vincent,  also  lost  his  way  in  the 
confusion  of  the  night  and  wandered 
some  distance  off,  where  he  was  found 
next  day,  without  sword  or  hat. 

The  American  loss  was  sixteen  killed, 
and  thirty-eight  wounded;  and  two 
brigodiei^,  <me  major,  three  captains, 
and  nine^<^nr  men  misdng.  l^e  loss 
of  the  enemy  was  much  more  severe, 
particularly  in  officers;  and  one  hundred 
prisoners  were  taken.  The  captured 
generals  were  much  blamed  for  the  re- 
sult of  this  encounter,  and  not  without 
reaaon.  Had  the  enemy  been  imme- 
diately pursued,  there  is  little  doubt 


they  would  have  lieen  made  prisoners; 
but  Colonel  Bums,  who  now  command 
ed,  after  consultation  with  the  officers, 
judged  it  most  prudent  to  f;ill  back  on 
Forty  Mile  Creek.  Here  lie  was  joined 
by  Colonel  Miller's  regiment,  which  had 
been  sent  to  guard  the  boats,  and  Gen- 
erals Lewb  and  Boyd,  the  former  of 
whom  now  assumed  the  command. 

A  fortnight  afterwards,  General  Dear- 
l)om  sent  out  an  expedition  of  six  hun- 
dred men,  under  Colonel  Bocrstler,  to 
dislodge  a  British  picket,  whicli  vrm 
posted  at  a  place  called  Beaver  Dams, 
to  collect  provisions,  and  to  watch  such 
of  die  Giuiadians  as  were  friendly  to 
the  United  States.  Whilst  on  their 
way  through  the  woods,  they  were  be- 
set  hy  a  small  body  of  Indiana,  and  a 
few  of  the  forty-ninth  regiment,  not 
two  hundred  strong  in  all.  By  a  skil- 
ful ru-?e  (h  g\ierre^  Boerstler  and  his 
troo{)S  were  led  to  believe,  that  the 
force  they  w^ere  fighting  with  wivs  only 
an  advance  coi-ps  of  a  Isige  army  near 
at  hand;  and  so,  finding  his  ammunition 
nearly  exhausted,  the  American  com- 
mander surrendered  with  his  whole  de- 
tachment consisting  of  five  hundred  and 
seventy  men,  together  with  two  guns 
and  two  standards. 

Sul  )sequent  to  this,  during  the  months 
of  June  and  July,  the  contest  between 
the  BrilmAi  and  American  armies  was 
little  else  than  a  war  of  posts.  On  the 
8th  of  July  a  severe  ekirmish  occurred, 
without  matttlal  result  to  either  side. 
An  incident,  however,  occurred, 
which  exft.<?peratcd  the  Amer- 
icans to  a  greater  degree  than  any  thing 
which  had  transpired  during  the  war 
in  this  quarter.   Lieutenant  Mdridge, 
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a  gullimt  and  aooomplUhed  youth,  witli 
about  forty  men,  was  drawn  by  bis  im- 
petuosity too  far,  and  was  surrounded 
by  British  ;iiid  Indians.  The  greater 
part  resisted  mitll  they  were  killed ;  but 
Lieutenant  ElJridge,  and  ten  others, 
were  takeikprisonen)  and  never  afleiv 
wards  heard  ot  General  Boyd,  in- 
daeed  by  the  same  oondderations  which 
weighed  with  General  Harrison  (p.  1 S 5) 
determined  to  accept  the  services  of 
the  Seneca  warriors  under  Cornplanter, 
an  intelligent  and  educated  chief.  The 
Bame  Btipulation,  however,  in  regard  to 
the  unresisting  and  the  defenceless  was 
expressly  innsted  on,  and  we  believe 
was  obeerred  by  the  Indians  during 
the  war. 

On  the  11th  of  July,  the  Britisli 
made  an  attack  on  Black  Kock,  but 
were  driven  back,  losing  nine  of  their 
men  and  Colonel  Bishop  their  com- 
mander. On  the  28th  of  July,  an  ex- 
pedition was  undertaken  against  York, 
whidi  had  been  re-captored  by  the 
enemy  after  the  battle  of  Stony  Creek. 
Three  hundred  men,  under  Colonel 
Winfield  Scott,  embarked  in  Commo- 
dore Cliauncey's  fleet,  and  suddenly 
landing  at  that  place,  destroyed  the 
public  stores  and  property,  released  a 
number  of  Colonel  Boerstler's  men,  and 
returned  to  Sackett^s  Harbor,  with  only 
a  trifling  loss* 

General  Dearborn,  whose  age  and  in- 
creasing infii-mities  rendered  him  quite 
unfit  for  the  arduous  duties  of  his  post, 
retii-ed  from  tlie  service,  in  July,  by 
direction  of  the  cxecntive.  Much,  and 
we  doubt  not  sincere,  regret  was  ex- 
pj  essed  by  the  whole  body  of  the  offi- 
cers at  Fort  George  in  consequence  of 


thb  event.  General  Boyd  now  took 
command  of  the  forces  at  the  Fort; 
and  towards  the  latter  part  of  August, 
General  Wilkinson  was  aj)j)ointed  to 
the  eoiuniand  of  the  army  of  the  centre. 

The  Americans  as  well  as  the  Eng- 
liah  had  made  diligent  eflEbrts  to  gather 
a  naval  foiee  on  Lake  CShamplain.  The 
few  armed  beiges  and  schooners  of  the 
former,  early  in  July,  fell  in  with,  a 
superior  force  of  the  enemy  and  were 
captured.  This  opened  the  way  for  an 
attack  on  Plattsburgh,  where,  on  the 
31st  of  July,  twelve  hundred 
men  landed,  and  meeting  with 
almost  no  opposition  from  the  militia 
hastily  collected,  proceeded  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  public  buildings,  of 
large  amounts  of  private  property,  etc^ 
beside  carrying  off  a  rich  booty.  Sim- 
ilar outrage  was  committed  afte maids 
at  Swanton,  in  Vermont.  These  acta 
served  only  to  provoke  the  iuhabitants, 
and  render  them  better  disposed  to  give 
the  enemy  a  wann  reception  at  some 
other  period. 

In  Europe,  the  dedining  power  and 
greatness  of  Napoleon  were  already  pro- 
ducing their  c fleet,  and  the  state  of 
things  was  verging  to  the  point  which 
gave  England  an  op>portunity  to  devote 
more  attention  to  the  war  in  America. 
The  naval  victories  of  the  United  States 
had  not  only  morttfted  British  pride, 
bnt  had  also  naturally  excited  a  strong 
desire  to  punish  so  audacious  a  com- 
petitor on  the  ocean.  Early  in  the 
year  it  waii  known,  tliat  a  British  squaii- 
ron  had  arrived  at  Bermuda,  with  a 
body  of  troops  on  boai-d,  and  a  large 
supply  of  bombs  and  other  means  of 
attacking  the  cities  and  towns  on  tiie 
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eea  coast.  With  the  nme  mistake  in 
judgment  which  was  made  in  the  Kev- 
olutiun,  it  was  determined,  to  devastate 
the  coast,  and  lay  waste  the  towns  and 
villages  in  every  accessible  direction. 
The  necessary  e^ct  in  snch  cases,  must 
Ik',  of  oomse,  to  ronae  the  spirit  of  any 
peo|de ;  and  in  the  resoltt  we  find,  tiiat 
the  oatrages  of  the  British  under  Cock- 
bum,  and  his  willing  assistants,  stined 
up  intense  Indignation,  and  incited  the 
Americans  to  deeds  of  revenge. 

Early  in  Fcbnmry,  a  squadron  a]> 
peared  in  Delaware  Bay,  which  de- 
stroyed many  vessels  and  blockaded  the 
Bay.  On  the  1 0th  of  Fehniary,  Lewis- 
ton,  In  Delaware,  was  bombarded,  be> 
cause  the  inhabitants  refused  to  anpply 
the  enemy  with  fresh  provisions;  and 
a  month  later,  tlie  militia  succeeded  in 
driving  away  a  number  of  barges  which 
had  l)eeu  sent  to  obtain  water.  It  was, 
however,  in  the  Chesapeake  principally, 
that  tiik  new  and  duwreditable  epedes 
of  wai&re  was  earned  on  by  the  Britieb 
ehipa.  Admiral  Oodkbnm  was  in  com- 
Diand  of  the  sqoadron  here,  and  he 
rendered  his  name  and  character  noto- 
rious, on  account  of  the  numerous  pirat- 
ical incursions  in  which  he  indulged, 
the  hou?:es  he  robbed,  the  families  he 
plundered,  the  wanton  destruction  of 
property  he  anthoriaed,  and  the  shame- 
M  insults  and  injuries  he  inflicted  npon 
defenceless  women  and  children.  The 
militia  did  good  service  in  meeting  the 
invaders  whenever  possible,  but  they 
were  not  able,  of  course,  to  do  much  in 
the  way  of  effectual  resiiitance.  French- 
town  was  assaulted,  and  plundered ; 
Havre  de  Grace,  early  in  May,  shared 
Qie  same  fate;  as  did  also  Geoi^etown 
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I  and  Fredericktown,  a  few  davs  later. 

I  The  details  of  outrage  and  in- 
jury of  every  kind  are  such  as 
excite  astonishment  and  shame,  that 
men  calling  themselves  Englishmen 
could  have  sank  so  low  as  to  be  guilty 
of  conduct,  to  be  looked  for  only  in 
pirates  and  savages. 

Admiral  Warren  soon  affcer  arrived 
in  the  Chesapeake,  which  increased  the 
enemy's  force  to  seven  ships  of  the  line, 
and  twelve  frigates,  with  a  propor- 
iiunate  number  of  smaller  vessels.  The 
appearance  of  this  formid/tble  armar 
ment  cfeated  mnch  alarm  in  the  more 
considerable  towns  along  the  neighbor- 
ing coast  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and 
Norfolk  were  threatened ;  and  it  soon 
became  evident,  that  the  latter  of  these 
places  was  selected  to  receive  the  first 
blow.  Commodore  Cassiti,  on  the  20th 
of  June,  aided  by  Captain  Tarljell  with 
a  number  of  gunboats,  made  a  gallant 
attack  upon  a  Britiah  fiigate  at  Oraaey 
Island,  but  did  not  sncceed  in  capturing 
her.  On  the  22d,  it  having  been  de- 
termined to  open  the  way  to  Norfolk, 
a  large  British  force  was  detailed  against 
Craney  Island.  They  were  iM-arely 
met  by  the  Americans,  some  six  hun- 
dred in  number,  p;utly  marines  and 
Virginia  volunteei's,  and  after  a  sharp 
fight,  they  were  completely  defeated, 
with  a  loss  of  over  two  hundred  killed 
and  womtded.  Snraged  at  this  un- 
looked-for result,  the  British  deter- 
mined to  fell  npon  Hampton  and  de- 
stroy it,  80  as,  if  po5i?ible,  to  cut  off  the 
communication  between  Norfolk  and 
the  upper  part  of  Virginia. 
On  the  25th  of  June,  Cock- 
bom  advanced  against  the  town  mth 
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Lis  barges,  and  kvpt  uj)  a  con$tant 
cannonade,  while  about  two  thousand 
men,  under  Sir  Sidney  Beckwith,  landed 
lielow  intending  to  attack  the  Amei^ 
leans  in  the  rear.  The  force  stalaoned 
at  Hampton  was  not  more  than  four 
hundred,  and  though  they  made  a  gal- 
lant re^istance,  they  were  compelled  to 
give  way,  and  the  enemy  took  posses- 
sion of  the  town.  Couteuipornry  ac- 
counts are  full  of  details  of  the  shock- 
ing and  detestable  condnct  <^  Hie  law- 
lets  and  inhnman  mvadeiB.  Knther 
age  nor  aez  was  spared;  and  we  csnnot 
wonder  that  the  feelmgs  of  the  people 
were  wrought  up  almost  to  frenzy,  in 
the  prospect  of  war  to  "be  carried  on  in 
this  manner  by  the  British  commandei-s. 

Duiing  the  summer,  other  places,  as 
Washington,  Annapolis,  Baltimore,  etc., 
were  thi«atened,  hat  with  no  nutenal 
result  Cocicbnni,  in  July,  proceeded 
fintiiw  sonth,  and  ezenMl  his  peca^ 
liar  ability  in  marauding  expeditions  on 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina,  where,  be- 
side the  usual  plunder,  he  inveigled  a 
number  of  slaves  on  board  his  ship, 
and  afterwards  sold  them  in  the  West 
Indies. 

At  the  north,  attacks  on  the  oosst 
were  conducted  hy  the  blockading  force 
whenever  practicable,  but  in  a  manner 
mnch  more  to  the  credit  of  the  British 
name.  This  w;is  due,  no  doubt,  to 
C'>t)miodore  Hardy,  who  was  in  com- 
miv.i'l  north  of  the  Chesapeake,  and 
who  H  as  a  manly  and  generous-hearted 
enemy.  The  city  of  New  York  was 
strictly  blockaded.  The  fiigates  United 
States  and  Kacedonian,  and  ^e  sloop 
Hornet)  attempted  to  sail  on  a  cmise 
fiDom  that  port  about  the  beiginniqg  of 


May,  but  finding  the  force  at  the  Hook 
much  suj^rior  to  theirs,  they  put  back 
and  passed  through  Hell  Gate,  with  the 
intention  of  getting  out  by  the  Sonnd. 
In  this  they  were  ako  frustrated ;  and 
on  the  1st  of  Jnne^  after  another  at- 
tempt, they  were  chased  into  New  Lon-  ' 
don.  Six  hundred  militia  were 
immediately  called  in  from  ihv. 
surroundinfr  country,  for  the  protection 
of  the  squadron ;  and  Commodore  De- 
catur, landing  some  of  bb  guns,  momited 
a  battery  on  the  shores  and  at  the  same 
time  so  lightened  his  Tesaels,  as  to  en* 
able  them  to  ascend  the  river  ont  of 
the  reach  of  the  enemy.  This  town 
waq  so  well  fortified,  however,  that  no 
attempt  was  made  ujion  it,  although 
the  blockade  was  kept  up  for  several 
mouths. 

Incensed  by  tiie  depredatk»ns  com- 
mitted on  onr  coasts  by  the  bloekad* 
bg  sqnadrom,  Congress  pssied  an  act, 

by  which  a  reward  of  half  their  value 
was  offered  for  the  destmction  of  ships 
belonging  to  the  enemy  by  means  other 
than  those  of  the  armed  or  commis- 
sioned vessels  of  the  United  States.  This 
measure  was  intended  to  encourage  the 
use  of  torp0doe8t  of  which,  it  wUl  be 
remembered,  Bnshnell  was  the  Inventor 
dnring  the  Revolution,  (See  vol.  i., 
p.  518.)  On  the  18th  of  July,  and 
during  several  nights  subsequently,  at^ 
tempts  were  made  to  blow  up  the  Pl.an- 
tagenet,  a  British  seventy-four,  at  an- 
chor in  Lynnhaven  Bay  j  but  without 
success.  The  last  effort  was  made  on 
the  S4tb,  when,  within  a  hondred  yards 
of  the  ship^  the  torpedo  was  dropped 
into  the  water,  and  the  same  moment 
the  sentinel  cried  ^  all's  well:"  the  tide 
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Bwept  it  towards  t1i«  veasel,  bat  it  ex- 
ploded a  few  seconds  too  soon.  A 

column  of  water  fifty  feet  in  circum- 
ference was  tlii*own  up  thirty  or  forty 
feet.  Its  appearance  wa-?  a  vivid  red, 
tinged  with  purple  at  the  sides.  The 
summit  of  the  column  burst  with  a 
tremendona  explosion,  and  fell  an  the 
deck  of  the  Plantagenet  in  torrents, 
while  she  rolled  into  the  yawning  chasm 
below,  and  nearly  upset.  She  however 
received  no  material  injary.  Other  at- 
tempts of  the  kind  were  made  in  dif- 
ferent quarters,  the  principal  result  of 
which  was  to  cause  the  enemy  to  be 
very  cautious  iu  approaching  our  har- 
bors and  sekctiug  stations  Ibr  thdr 
ships.  The  use  of  this  mode  of  de- 
stroying an  invadmg  foroe  was  strcM^ly 
condemned  by  Commodora  Hardy,  and 
by  a  number  of  our  own  people,  as  dis- 
honorable and  unmanly;  but,  as  Mr. 
Hale  gay?,  no  one  was  able  to  sliow 
why  it  was  more  dishonomble  or  unfair 
than  the  resort  to  surprizes,  ambushes, 
andnuneSi 

The  naval  aflEbirs  of  the  year  1818 
demand  our  attention  in  ihSs  place. 
When  Commodore  Bainbridge  left  San 
Salvador,  in  January,  for  home  (p. 
166)  he  directed  Captain  Lawrence,  in 
the  Hornet,  to  blockade  the  Boune 
Citoyenne,  a  British  vessel  iu  that  liar- 
bor.  Lawrence  chaUeuged  his  oppo- 
nent to  meet  him  outside  the  port ;  but 
his  chsllenge  was  not  accepted.  The 
Hornet  continued  the  blodkade  mtil 
the  84th  of  January,  when  the  Mon- 
tague, seventy-four,  hove  in  sight,  and 
compelled  her  to  escape  into  port.  She 
ran  out,  ho^^  l  ver,  the  same  night,  and 
proceeded  on  a  cruise.  Her  oommander 


first  shaped  his  course  to  Pemambnco ; 
and  on  the  4th  of  February,  captnred 
the  English  brig  Resolution,  of  ten  guns, 
with  $23,000  in  specie.  He  then  lan 
down  the  coast  of  Marauham,  and  thence 
oft'  Surinam,  where  he  cruised  for  some 
time;  and  on  the  22d.«tood  for  Derae- 
rara.  The  next  day,  ha  discovered  an 
English  hng  of  war  l^ni^  at  anchor  oat- 
side  of  the  bar,  and  on  beating  aronnd 
the  Carabana  bank,  to  come  near  her, 
he  discovered,  at  half  past  three  in  the 
afternoon,  another  sail  on  his  weather 
quarter,  edging  down  for  iilni.  This 
proved  to  be  a  large  mau-of-war  brig, 
the  Peacock,  Captain  Peake,  somewhat 
superior  to  tiie  Hornet  in  force.  Law- 
rence immediately  ordered  hb  men  to 
quarters,  and  had  the  ship  cleared  for 
action.  He  kept  close  by  the  wind,  ir 
order,  if  possible,  to  get  the  weather- 
gage  of  the  Peacock.  At  ten  minutes 
past  five,  finding  he  could  not  weather 
the  enemy,  he  hoisted  American  coloi-s 
and  tacked.  About  a  (quarter  of  an 
hoar  after  this,  the  ships  passed  each 
other,  and  exchanged  broadsides  within 
hslf  pistol  shot  Lawrence,  observing 
the  enemy  in  the  act  of  wearing,  bore 
up,  received  his  starboard  broadside, 
and  ran  him  close  on  board  on  the  star- 
board (^Kilter.  From  this  position  he 
kept  up  a  most  severe  and  well-directed 
fire.  So  great  was  its  efl'ect,  that,  in 
less  than  fifteen  minntes,  the  British 
vessel  strack.  She  was  almost  cat  to 
pieces,  and  h<nsted  an  ensign,  onion 
down,  from  her  fore  rigging,  as  a  signal 
of  distress.  Shortly  after,  her  main- 
mast went  by  the  board.  The  signal 
of  distress  was  answered  with  pi'aise- 
worthy  humanity  by  the  brave  Amen 
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ienDS,  and  evefy  effort  waa  made  by  the 
ci  ews  of  both  vessels  to  save  the  dis- 
abled ship.  But,  notwithstanding  all 
their  efforts,  she  went  dfiwn  in  a  few 
minutes,  with  thirteen  of  her  own  crew 
and  three  of  the  llurnet'8,  who  were 
engaged  ia  tbe  noble  act  of  gtriviug 
to  save  their  enemies.  Hie  captain  of 
the  Peacock  and  four  men  were  killed, 
and  thirty-three  wonnded;  whilst  there 
vere  but  one  man  killed,  and  two 
wounded,  on  Vtoai-d  the  Hornet.  Only 
one  shut  fired  by  the  Peacock  struck 
tlie  liidl  of  her  adversary;  and  it  did 
uo  more  damage  than  that  of  indenting 
a  plank  beneath  the  cat-head. 

The  eondnc(  of  Captain  Lawrenee  to* 
wards  his  pffSMners  was  snch  aa  deserved 
the  highest  applause.  So  sensibly  af- 
fected were  the  officers  of  the  Peacock 
by  the  treatnieut  they  received,  that, 
on  their  arrival  at  New  York,  they 
made  a  grateful  acknowledgment  in  the 
public  papers.  To  use  their  own  ex- 
pi^esdre  phrasei  "they  ceased 
to  consider  ihemseiYes  prison- 
en."  And  the  brave  tars,  emulating 
the  magnanimous  spirit  of  their  com- 
mander, divided  their  clothes  with  the 
prisoners  who  were  left  destltnte  by 
the  sinking  of  the  Peacock.* 


*  The  intduely  biUer  oppositioD  to  the  wmr,  of  a 
krsvpvfy  In  Nmt  Engluid,  wm  cdilUted  in  oonnec- 
tinn  with  the  victory  of  the  Hornet  orer  the  Peacock, 
in  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  Senate  of  Massachusetta, 
OD  the  motion  of  Mr.  Quincy,  Jane  16th,  1818,  in  these 
worA^:  "Rt-f  ohfJ,  as  the  son.ce  of  the  Senate  of  Mas- 
sachusettii,  ttiat,  in  a  war  like  llie  present,  waged  with- 
out a  Jistifbllto  eniKb  ■>^F'*'M*l^  •  muuMr  that 
indicates  that  conquest  and  ambition  are  its  real  mo- 
tim,  it  ia  not  beoomiog  A  moral  and  rcligiuwi  pcopk 
to  express  any  tppralMlioii  of  bDIIuj  or  navid  ex- 
ploits which  .in>  not  immodiately  oooMotod  with  the 
defenoe  of  our  sua  coast  and  soiL" 


[Be.  V. 

On  the  10th  of  April,  shordj  after 

the  return  of  the  Hornet,  the  Chesa- 
peake arrived  at  Bostcw,  after  a  cruise 
of  four  months.  Her  commander,  Caj)- 
tain  Evans,  having  been  a]>j>oiutod  to 
the  New  York  station,  the  Chesapeake 
was  assigned  to  Lawrence.  He  ac- 
cepted the  post  with  reluctance^  for 
the  Chesapeake  was  looked  upon  as  an 
unlucky  ship,  a  drenmstanoe  of  much 
moment  with  sailors,  and  her  crew  waa 
ill  assorted  and  in  a  disaffected  and 
complaining  state.  He  entered  with 
alacrity,  however,  upon  the  duties  of 
his  post,  and,  had  time  been  allowed 
him,  he  might  have  rendered  the  Chesa- 
peake worthy  of  a  bdter  fiite  than  that 
which  befeU  her  and  her  gallant  com- 
mander. 

The  frequent  and  annoying  disasters 
at  sea  had  impressed  the  British  gov- 
ernment with  the  nece^ity  for  the  mmt 
vij^orous  efforts,  hoth  to  retrieve  their 
uaval  losses,  and  to  prevent  the  recur- 
rence of  mortifying  defeat.  "Several 
veasds,**  as  Alison  states,  ''were  com- 
menced on  tike  model  of  the  American 
frigates  and  sloops,  which  had  been 
found  by  experience  so  swift  in  sailing, 
and  BO  formidable  in  action ;  and  secret 
instmctions  were  given  to  the  cnm- 
mandei'S  of  vessels  on  the  North  Aiu'  r- 
ican  station,  not  to  hazard  an  encotmtei 
with  an  opponent  nominally  of  the  same 
cla^,  unless  there  was  something  like 
a  leid,  as  well  as  an  apparent,  equality 
between  them.  Greater  care  was,  at 
the  same  time,  takra  in  the  seketion 
of  cre-^'s ;  a  larger  proportion  of  men 
was  given  to  the  cunnon  on  board;  and 
orders  were  issued  for  tlie  frequent  ex- 
ercise of  the  men  in  bull  practice,  both 
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mth  small  arms  and  great  gnns; — a 
point  of  vital  importance  in  naval  war- 
fare, but  one  wliicli  had  hitlierto  been 
in  an  unaccoinitaLle  manner  neglected, 
with  a  very  few  exceptiomj,  in  all  the 
departments  in  the  British  navy." 

The  zesolt  of  these  eflforta  was  soon 
after  diBplftyed.  Gaptam  Broke,  aa  able 
officer,  eommanded  the  Shannon,  afiig- 
ate  pierced  for  thirty-eight  guns, 
but  really  mounting  fifty-two; 
and,  contrary  to  the  general  practice  in 
the  British  navy,  he  had  for  many  years 
trained  the  crew,  whom,  by  admirable 
management,  lie  had  hrought  to  ihe 
hij^heat  state  of  diadplme  and  sobordi- 
nation,  to  the  praedoe  of  htSl  iBiing  with 
great  guns.  Xa  the  case  of  ihe  Chesa- 
peake, however,  she  was  not  in  a  fair 
condition  to  meet  the  Shannon  on  any 
thing  like  equal  terms.  Her  crew  were 
dissatisfied  on  account  of  unpaid  prize 
money.  She  had  also  an  uuu;»uul  uum- 
bcr  of  landamen  and  mercenaries  oa. 
board ;  aeveral  of  her  officers  were  in- 
operienced,  or  on  the  sick  list ;  and  al- 
together, she  labored  under  serious  dis- 
advantages in  the  way  of  fitness  for 
fighting  the  Shannon.  In  the  number 
of  guns,  the  vessels  were  as  nearly  equal 
as  was  possible.  Captain  Broke,  hear- 
ing that  the  Chesapeake  was  ready  for 
sea,  stood  in  to  the  month  of  the  haj> 
'bor,  and  dispatched  to  Captain  Law- 
renoe  a  oouteoos  invitation  to  single 
eomb.'it,  "to  try  the  fortunes  of  their 
respective  flags."  But  T)efore  tlii.s  carfel 
could  be  received,  the  American  cap- 
tain, seeing  tlie  Bi  itish  vessel  lying  close 
in  to  the  lighthouse,  with  colors  flying, 
determined  to  ehaet&»  its  commander 
fiyr  80  daxing  a  defianoei  and  weighing 
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anchor,  on  the  1st  of  June,  went  gal* 
lantly  down,  with  three  fliig^  ^y'^'g)  on 
one  of  which  was  inscribed,  Fi  ee  trade 
and  sailor's  right."  Kuineruiis  barges 
aud  pleasure  boats,  aniiUijt  loud  cUeei-s, 
acoompanied  her  some  way  out^  to  what 
they  dewied  a  certain  victoiy. 

It  was  twelve,  meridian,  whai  the 
Chesapeake  weighed;  and  Broke,  deem- 
ing his  challenge  accepted,  at  once  stood  ' 
out  to  sea.  When  about  thirty  miles 
from  the  light,  at  about  five,  v.  m.,  the 
Chegapeake  signalled  the  Shannon  to 
heave  to,  and  with  ihree  cheers,  ran  up 
aloognde  her,  at  the  diatonce  <€  about 
two  hundred  yards.  As  she  passed  not 
more  than  a  stone's  throw  off,  the  Shan- 
nonVi  guns,  be^nning  with  her  cabin 
guns,  were  fired  in  snccession,  from  aft 
fon^'ard;  and  as  they  were  heavily 
loaded,  with  two  roimd  shot,  and  a 
hundred  and  fifty  musket  balls,  or  one 
round  and  one  double-headed  shot,  in 
each,  they  did  featfol  ezeentlon.  The 
Chesapeake  did  not  fire  till  all  ^^^^ 
her  gtms  bore,  when  she  deliv* 
ered  a  very  destructive  broadride.  Two 
or  three  broadsides  were  then  ex- 
changed ;  and  so  far  as  the  general  ef- 
fect of  the  fire  was  concerned,  the  Clies- 
apeake  had  the  bctit  of  it ;  but  some  of 
her  riggmg  had  been  shot  away,  and  in 
attempting  to  hsul  her  foresail  up,  she 
fieQ  on  board  the  Shannon,  whose  star< 
board  bower  anchor  locked  with  her 
mizzen  channels ;  and  she  lay  exposed 
to  a  raking  fire  from  the  enemy,  who 
swept  her  decks  with  the  contents  of 
two  thirty-two  pounder  carronades, 
beat  in  her  sternjposts,  aud  drove  the  . 
men  from  thdr  qnartors.  The  hoat- 
swain  of  the  Shannon  lashed  tiie  two 
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diips  together,  whfle  the  marinca  ex> 
ehiuaged  a  siharp  and  gaHuig  fire  of 
mnsketry. 

Lawrence  was  severely  wounded  be- 
fore  tlie  vessels  fouk-d  ;  and  in  prepar- 
ation for  that  1k!  directed  the  lioardei's 
to  be  called,  hut  iiistea<l  of  a  drummer, 
theiHi  was  only  a  bugleman,  a  negro, 
who^  as  Cooper  aajs,  was  so  much 
alarmed  at  the  effects  of  the  conflict, 
diat  he  had  concealed  himself  nnd«r 
the  launch,  and  when  found,  was  so 
completely  paralyzed  by  fear,  as  to  be 
totally  unable  to  sound  a  note.  The 
word  was  then  piis.sed  for  tlie  boarders 
to  come  on  deck ;  but  at  this  very  in- 
Btaui,  Lawrence  fell  with  a  ball  through 
hia  hodj.  Ho  other  officer,  higher  in 
rank  than  a  midshipman,  remmned  on 
the  upper  deck ;  and  when  the  boarders 
came  from  below,  anch  waa  the  confu- 
sion, that  they  were  nnarmed ;  Tind  the 
enemy  waa  now  in  ]X)ssession  of  the  ves- 
sel: for  the  Britkh,  on  their  side,  as 
soon  as  the  vessels  were  made  fast, 
were  prepared  to  boM^,  and  Broke,  at 
the  head  of  the  boarding  iarty,  leapt 
upon  the  Cheeapeake^  qnarteavdeek ; 
qnickly  followed  by  another  party  to 
the  forecastle ;  whilst  the  sailors  of  the 
Shannon's  forcyard  forced  their  way 
into  the  Chesapeake^a  tops  and  cleared 
them. 

This  action  was  one  of  the  most  san- 
guinary that  ever  occurred.  It  lasted 
only  fifteen  mlnntea,  and  yet,  in  that 
time,  forty<eight  were  killed  and  ninety- 
eight  wounded  on  board  the  Chesa- 
peake^ and  twenty-four  killed  and  fifty- 
lune  wounded  on  board  the  Shannon. 
Lawrence's  dying  words,  "  don't  on'E 
UP  TUK  SHip,'^  became  consecrated  in 


[Bk.  V. 

the  eyes  of  his  coilntr}'men,  and  have 
many  a  time  rinoe  been  need  to  am- 
raate  the  apirits  of  onr  brave  seamen. 

Lawrence  died  a  few  days  after  the 
battle,  and  w:ls  buried  in  Halifa.x ;  but 
subsequently,  his  remains  were  removed 
to  New  York,  and  now  repose  m  Trinity 
churchyard. 

The  effect  of  thu  captare  waa  won- 
derful in  England,  and  hardly  leaa  ao 
in  the  United  States.  The  Ei^Hsh  re- 
joiced over  it  with  very  disproportioned 
exultation,  as  if  their  invincibility  were 
entirely  re-established;  while  the  Amer- 
icans, who  liad  foolishly  supposed  that 
they  were  unconquerable  on  the  ocean, 
fretted  and  felt  mortified,  almost  as  if 
they  had  loat  every  tlung.  The  truth 
seems  to  be,  that,  under  all  the  drcnm- 
stances,  the  victory  was  nothing  more 
than  Broke  ought  to  have  gained  ;  and 
the  honors  that  were  heaped  upon  hira 
for  thh  exploit,  were  virtual  confessions 
of  Ameriean  superiority  on  the  water, 
and  went  a  good  way  towards  consol- 
ing them  for  the  loss  of  the  Chesa 
peake.* 

Another  yictoxy  on  the  aide  <^  Eng^ 
land  followed  soon  after.  The  sloop-of- 
war  Argus,  having  carried  out  Mr. 
Crawford,  our  minister  to  France,  in 


*  Hr.  IngonoU  (vol  I,  pp.  396-416)  gtves  in  fiill 
(hA  iwofJifigg  it  tli0  Mil  of  UtuleMiit  Oo^  in 
MwxK,  1R14.  Tills  gentleman,  it  appears,  assislcil  in 
caiTjiog  Lavrrence  below  when  he  was  ^'ounded,  and 
Moot  gat iMdc  to UBilatbBon deck;  lodtoMsalv 
scnce,  in  f>art,  the  loss  of  the  vcssd  was  allributt^l  It 
is  only  due  to  the  character  of  Cox  to  state,  that  the 
ctwit  aoquHtod  UiB  df  the  durgCB  fif  cowHdie^ 
bodicnce  of  orders,  and  ricpertioD  from  hia  quarters ; 
but  oooTicted  him  of  neglect  of  duty  and  uoolBocrUke 
ooDdnetlfilMTiDg  the  qowterdack.  BawMMtsard^ 
ingly  cashiered,  with  a  perpetual  ineapMKy  toaamiu 
the  navy  of  the  United  States. 
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AMERICikN  PRIVATEERS. 


the  spring  of  this  year,  cruised  for  some 
time  in  tiie  British  channd, 

Ills.         ,  jf  ^  • 

and  waa  very  successful  in  cap- 
turing and  destroying  British  shipping. 
On  the  14th  of  August,  the  British 
sloop-of-war  Pelican  came  in  sight  of 
the  Argus,  and  determined  to  attack 
her.  Finding  it  impossil^le  to  gain  the 
wind  of  his  enemy,  Captain  Allen  of 
tbe  Aigns  shorteoed  sail,  sad  »  farions 
oonffict  b^an.  'Die  captain  and  fint 
lieutenant  fi^  hara  de  comlat,  within 
a  quarter  of  an  honr;  and  after  success- 
fully avoiding  one  attempt  to  rake  her, 
slie  l)ec.'irae  unmanageable,  and  the  en- 
emy chose  liis  position  at  pleasure.  For 
a  (quarter  of  au  hour,  the  Pelican  now 
maint^ed  a  raking  fire  upon  the  nn* 
fbrtnnate  Argus,  whilst  she  could  hardly 
train  agnn  to  bear  upon  her  adversary. 
She  strode,  accordingly,  and  the  enemy, 
at  the  same  moment  falling  on  board, 
took  possession  over  the  bow.  Six  men 
were  killed,  and  seventeen  wounded, 
on  board  the  Argus ;  wliiLit  the  victors 
lost  only  seven  men  in  alL  Captain 
Alien  died  in  England,  and  was  buried 
with  the  honors  of  war. 

A  few  weeks  later,  the  American 
1  i  iL^  Enterprise,  lieutmsat  Borrows, 
sailed  from  Portsmouth  on  a  cruise. 
On  the  4th  of  September,  she  fell  in 
with  the  British  brig  Boxer,  Captain 
lilythe.  The  action  which  ensued  lassted 
forty  minutes,  when  the  enemy  ceased 
firing,  and  cried  for  quarter ;  being  un- 
able to  haul  down  her  flag,  as  it  had 
been  nailed  to  the  mast  Tlie  Enter' 
prise  had  thirteen  wounded  and  one 
killed,  but  that  one  was  the  lamented 
Burrow?.  He  fell  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  action,  but  refused  to  ^nit 


the  deck,  and  requested  that  ihe  flag 
might  never  be  struck.  Twenty-five 

were  killed  and  wounded  on  board  the 
Boxer,  Captain  Blythe  heaxig  among 

the  killed.  The  two  commander?  were 
buried  at  Portland,  with  unusual  hon- 
ors and  tokens  of  respect  and  admira- 
tion. 

The  gallantly  of  American  seamen 
was  displayed  in  other  ways  bedde 
those  of  our  ships  of  war.  Contempo- 
rary journals  are  filled  with  long  lists 
of  vessels  captured  by  privateers  which 
were  fitted  out  in  large  numbers  from 
various  poits  of  the  United  States. 
Though  many  of  these  were  signally 
successful,  yet,  as  Mr.  Hale  justly  re- 
marks,* the  general  belief  that  Provi- 
dence bleaeea  not  wealth  so  acquired, 
was  strengthened  by  the  qnickne^ 
with  which  it  vanished,  having  fixed 
npon  its  possessors  habits  of  extrava- 
gance, and  leaving  behind  it  the  love 
of  pleasure  which  conld  no  longer  be 
gratified.  Sometimes,  in  tlieir  seai'eh 
for  merchantmen,  they  met  with  hos- 
tile privateers,  or  public  ships  of  war, 
and  then  they  showed  themselves  wor^ 
thy  of  the  flag  of  their  country.  In 
August,  the  A^merican  privateer  Decar 
tur,  mounting  seven  guns,  and  manned 
with  one  hundred  and  three  men,  fell 
in  with  the  British  schooner  Dominica, 
of  sixteen  truns  and  eight v-tliree  men. 
For  two  houi-s,  the  two  ships  continued 
manoeuvring  and  firing,  the  Decatur 
seeking  to  board  her  antagonist,  and 
she  to  escape.  At  length  the  former 
was  placed  in  such  a  position,  that  part 


*  IWs  '*MUUfit  iflU  OntUd  StUttC  ««L  H, 
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of  her  crew  passed,  upon  the  bowsprit, 
into  the  stem  of  ibe  latter.  The  firing 
OIL  both  sides,  fiom  eannon  and  mnaf- 
ketry,  was  now  terrible.    In  a  short 

time,  the  two  sliij^  came  in  contact, 
broadside  to  broadside,  and  then  the 
remainder  of  the  Decatur's  crew  ruslied 
upon  her  enemy's  deck.  Fire-arms  were 
thrown  aside,  and  the  men  fout;ht  hand 
to  hand,  using  cutlasses  and  throwing 
shot.  Nearly  all  the  officers  of  the 
Dominica  being  killed,  her  flag  was 
hauled  down  by  ihe  oonqn^rs.  Of 
her  crew  of  eighty-three,  sixty  were 
killed  or  wounded ;  of  that  of  the  De> 
catnr,  hut  nineteen.* 

In  bringing  the  pre<?ent  chapter  to  a 
close,  we  cannot  pass  over  the  cruise  of 
the  Esi^ex,  which,  for  daring  and  success, 
may  be  said  to  stood  first  among  the 
naval  enterprises  of  181d.  The 
Essez,  nnder  command  of  Cap- 
tain Porter,  mounted  thirty-two  gons, 
and  left  the  United  States  in  October, 
1812,  with  directions  to  proceed  to  a 
station  on  the  coast  of  South  America, 
where  he  was  to  meet  Commodore  Bain- 
bridge  in  the  Constitution.  On  the  12th 
of  Deceml>er,  he  fell  in  with  and  ca|)- 
toied  the  British  packet  Nocton,  witii 
f  55,000  in  specie  on  board.  Having 
arrived  at  the  designated  station  too 
late  to  meet  Bainl^dge,  Captain  Por- 
ter, being  at  liberty  to  act  according  to 
his  own  discretion,  resolved  to  take  the 
Sesex  round  Cape  Horn,  and  to  try  his 


*  In  eooaactioo  with  ttus  topic,  we  must  tt&x  the 
mder  to  •  TOihiiin  writtan  em  amtv,  entitled,  J7t»- 

(ory  of  th«  American  Pritateert  and  loiters 
Uasrqw  during  our  war  with  JBnglimd,  ia  tit  yean 
1S1«-181V  Bj  Georgo  CoggosfadL   II  il  » 
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fortune  in  defending  the  American 
whalers  and  capturing  the  British  ships 
that  might  be  fonnd  in  the  Pacifia  At 
Valpaiaiso^  on  the  18th  of  March,  he 
was  wdcomed  as  a  friend  by  the  new 
government  of  Chili;  his  first  exploit 
wiis  the  re<»cne  of  two  Aniei'ican  vesscln 
which  had  been  taken  by  a  Peruvian 
privateer, — the  viceroy  having  pre- 
sumed that  Spain  had  declared  war 
against  the  United  States,  and  granted 
letteis  of  marque  against  th«r  shipping. 
In  April,  he  made  three  prizes  of  amed 
whalers,  and  one  of  them  he  manned 
and  equipped  with  uzteen  guns 
to  sail  as  consort  to  his  own 
ship.  Nine  other  vessels  also  fell  into 
his  power ;  making  twelve  prizes  in  the 
course  of  this  year.  Three  of  these  he 
took  to  Valparaiso  for  security,  and 
three  he  sent  home  with  the  oil  he  had 
taken  in  the  others ;  two  were  dismanr 
tied,  and  sent  with  lus  paroled  prisoners 
as  cartels;  the  rest  he  converted  into 
cruisers,  or  tenders  to  the  Essex,  and 
thus  increased  his  force  into  a  respecta- 
ble squadron.  Four  tlioiwand  tons  of 
shlj){)iug  were  thus  captured  by  him ; 
and  four  hundred  prisoners  made,  many 
of  whom  consented  to  serve  nnd»  him ; 
and  bnt  fat  his  presence  in  those  seas, 
the  American  whalers  would  have  ex- 
perienced the  same  fate,  and  been  taken 
by  the  enemy.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
present  year,  hearing  that  some  British 
v^cssels  had  been  sent  in  search  of  liini, 
he  proceeded  to  the  Marquesas,  and  re- 
fitted in  the  Bay  of  Xouaheevah,  before 
attempting  to  make  his  way  back  to 
America. 

The  story  of  Porter^  adventuons 
erdse  snbseqnoit  to  this  date^  we  mnst 


dflfbr  to  iuotbtt  chapter.  Uras  fiur,  he 
had  heen  vnoofiiiiiioiLly  BnceoBafnl  in 
every  fhbg  he  nndertook,  and  it  was 


felt  every  wheie  that  he  demrved  weD 
of  hk  coontry,  the  highest  praise  any 
of  her  sons  can  attsin. 
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btn  tuden  «f  CongrtN— Hi*  pwdd— ft  nuwig*  —The  nfdlctim  «f  RuAi— OaauiilHtoBera  «ppdl]itoil<— Flaaa* 

cml  plans  and  tneasurca  —  ,T.  ^  Adanu  on  this  topic  —  Adjournment  of  Congress  !n  Augiist  -  Tlie  war  \n  (lie 
■onth-we»t— TccuDWih'ae&'orts  among  the  Creeks  —  Fort  Mimms  assaulted  —  The  aiaMacre — Giocmi  aixi  Uwtrca* 
—Arming  of  the  people  in  Georgia  and  Tennessee  —  Floyd  and  Jackson  —  Coffee's  victory  —  Jackson's  Activity 

—  Various  tiAttlcs  —  The  bloody  vktory  at  Horse  SiM*  Bend  —  CaoeludoB  of  th«  war  with  the  Creeks  —  Proctor 
Invests  Fort  Stephenson  on  the  Sasdosky  —  Major  Croj^lian's  gallant  d«feae«— Commodore  Perry  on  Lake  Erie 

—  Ilia  famous  victory  —  His  dispatch  to  Harrison  —  Results  of  this  victory  —  Proctor's  retreat  —  Uanison  in 
pnwiH  — BatUa  of  Ilia  Iteinaa — Johiiaoo'a  ohafga  with  the  moiutad  volimtiaan — Taanmiah'i  doath  —  Chaunoey 
OB  Laka  Ontario  •—'VnOdMoii  In  Mamand  of  tha  army  of  Uio  eootro— Himptoii  at  PhtMmrg — Balay  and 
IjIuJrarico!^  in  undertnVins  the  Invnislon  of  Canada —  Plon  of  the  serretury  of  wur  —  Wilkinson's  advance  — Tlis 
battle  at  Clu-ystler's  Held,  near  Williamsburg —Uomptoo  dcollnes  forming  o  junction  with  Willdnson — The  ex- 
paA^lan  aliaiiiloBad — Hnnptan^  aaovaoMiito  and-plaiia —Pofmlar  acMnrca  and  aanpMnta  in  oooaaqOMm  of  tba 
failure  of  the  1-t  i:-\;"><lition  —  Aiwiitlbi  on  the  Ningara  frontier  —  MTlnrc  bnrng  Newark — Terrible  retali- 
ation by  tiio  linU&li  —  liuruing  and  destruction  of  towns  and  villages  —  Close  of  the  year  IdlS,  and  its  various 


On  the  24th  of  May,  the  day  ap- 
pointed for  an  extra  session  (p.  178), 
;   Cuiifrress  assembled  in  the  Cap- 

1618a 

itol,  ready  to  enter  npon  the 
responsible  and  difficolt  dntaes  before 
them.  Heniy  Clay  was  elected  spesker 
of  the  Honse,  and  Daniel  Webster  was 
among  the  active  iiicmLch  iu  the  op- 
position.* In  the  Senate,  tlie  ft'deralista 
had  several  very  strong  men,  m  Jere- 
miah Mason,  Rnfus  King,  etc.,  and  al- 
though the  administration  was  decid- 
edly in  the  majority,  yet  in  consequence 


*  For  the  measures  which  were  tdvooatad  by  thb 
iBntingiiidiBd  sod  ot  New  Uam|Mhire^  wa  moat  nbr 
the  atudcBt  to  Us  Life  and  Works,  ud  to  tbe  fifth 
toliime  of  Mr.  Deatooli  '^  AJtrUgmmt  ifUtt  DAata 
qfOtngrtm," 


of  the  dissatisfaction  of  De  Witt  Clin- 
ton's friends  on  account  of  his  defeat, 
this  majority  was  by  no  uieaiia  an  effec- 
tiye  or  reliably  as  it  would  have  been 
under  other  mrenmstaaees. 

The  president's  message  was  sent  in 
on  the  following  day.  It  consisted 
chiefly  of  a  reeumS  of  the  phases  of  the 
war ;  but  it  held  ont  hopes  of  a  resto- 
ration of  peace,  and  gave  an  account 
of  the  finances  of  the  country  that  was 
somewhat  reassuiing,  although  proba- 
bly there  was  more  to  be  said  upon 
that  part  of  the  snhjeet  than  the  presi- 
dent found  it  expedient,  at  that  time, 
to  express.  Tne  receipts  into  the  treas- 
ury during  the  preceding  six  months, 
from  all  soorces,  loans  and  tceasnry 
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notes  inciluded,  wete  $15,412,000.  The 
^pttiditnre  during  the  same  period 
amonnted  to  $15,920,000.  Neverthe- 
less, there  were,  for  the  next  half  year, 
$1,857,000  in  the  treasury. 

The  real  difliculty,  liowevor,  wlikli 
prcissed  upon  the  goveruiueut  had  to 
be  stated.  So,  after  a  Dnth^  exposi- 
tion of  the  prospects  of  the  year,  the 
president  added:  ''This  view  of  our 
finances,  whilst  it  shows  that  due  ^o- 
visiou  has  been  made  for  the  expenses 
of  the  current  year,  shows  at  the  same 
time,  by  the  limited  amount  of  the  ac- 
tual revenue,  and  the  dependence  ou 
loans,  the  necessity  of  pix>\  t(iing  more 
adequately  for  the  future  supplit^  of 
the  treasury.  This  can  be  best  done 
by  a  weUrdigested  system  d  internal 
revenue,  in  aid  of  existing  sources; 
which  will  have  the  effect^  both  of  a- 
LriJghig  the  amount  of  necessary  loans, 
and  on  that  account,  iks  well  as  by  plac- 
ing the  public  credit  ou  a  more  satis- 
factory basis,  of  improving  the  terma 
on  which  loans  may  be  obtained  

"Li  reconunoiding  to  the  national 
i^pnlatore  this  resort  to  additional 
taxes,  I  feel  great  satisfhction  in  the 
assurance,  that  our  constituents,  who 
have  already  displayed  so  much  zeal 
and  firmness  in  the  cause  of  their  coun- 
try, will  oheei*fidly  give  every  other 
proof  of  their  patriotism,  which  it  calls 
for.  Happily,  no  people,  with  local 
and  temsitoiy  exceptions  never  to  be 
wholly  avoided,  are  more  able  than  ^e 
people  of  the  United  States  to  spare 
for  the  pnbUc  wants  a  portion  of  their 
private  means ;  whether  regard  be  had 
to  tlie  ordinary  profits  of  industry,  or 
tlie  ordiuaiy  price  of  subsistence  in  our 


country,  compared  with  those  of  any 
other.  And  in  no  ca'^e  could  stronger 
reasons  be  felt  for  yielding  the  requisite 
contributions.  By  rendering  the  pub- 
lie  resources  certain,  and  oommensurate 
to  the  public  exigencies,  the  constituted 
authorities  wiii  be  able  to  prusecute  the 
war  the  moge  rapidly  to  its  proper  issue ; 
every  hostUe  hope,  founded  on  a  calcu- 
lated fiulnre  of  onr  resonroes,  will  be 
cut  off;  and  by  adding  t  >  the 
evidences  of  bravery  and  Bkill, 
in  combati?  on  the  ocean  and  the  land, 
an  alacrity  in  euj)plylng  the  treasuj-e 
necessary  to  give  them  their  fullest  ef- 
fect«j,  and  demoustrating  to  the  world 
the  pnUic  energy  which  onr  politic] 
institntions  combine^  -n^th  the  personal 
liberty  distingaishing  them,  the  best 
security  will  be  provided  against  future 
enterprises  on  the  lights  or  the  peace 
of  the  nation." 

Russia,  as  we  have  said  on  a  previous 
pr^ge,  Cp.  1*75),  offered  her  good  offices 
a;j  a  mediator  in  tho  existing  difficulties 
between  Great  ^tdn  and  the  TJmtod 
States.  The  president  accepted  the 
ofo,  aa  made  through  M.  Daschkodl^ 
the  Kussian  minister,  and  on  the  17th  of 
April,  appointed  John  Quincy  Adams, 
then  mittisfer  to  Ru.^sia,  Albert  Galla- 
tin, and  James  A.  Bayard,  envoys  ex- 
traordinary and  ministere  plenijK)ten- 
tiary  to  conclude  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
England,  under  tiie  anajnoes  of  Bosda. 
Messrs.  GaOatin  and  Bayurd  proceeded 
to  join  Hr.  Adams  at  St.  Feteisbuigh, 
and  the  three  envoys  reached  the  Baltic 
in  June,  ready  to  enter  upon  their  mis- 
sion and  its  wort.  Great  Britain  re- 
fused, in  September,  to  accede  to  the 
mediation;  bat,  early  in  Novembei',  in- 
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fimned  the  Amftnean  gorarnmeiit  that 
His  Majesty  was  wiBu^  to  ^ter  upon 
a  direct  negotiatioii  for  peace.  The 
preaident  accepted  this  proposition,  and 

it  vrasi  commnnicated  to  Lord  Castle* 
rcagh  that  envoys  wonld  be  immedi- 
ately sent  to  Gotteaburg,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  it  into  effect 

When  the  names  of  the  geiitl«meii 
Beat  on  this  mifldon  came  before  the 
Senate,  Adams  and  Bayard  were  eon- 
firmed  wiUioitt  difficulty;  gtroni:  <  ppo 
sition,  however,  was  made  to  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, because,  as  was  urged,  it  was 
manifestly  improper  that  the  office  of 
sccretai'v  of  the  treiusurv  aud  that  of 
envoy  extraordinaiy  should  be  held  by 
the  same  peieon.  At  fint^  lus  noimnar* 
tion  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  dghteen 
to  seventeen;  bnt  having  snbseqnently 
reogned  the  secretaryship,  the  Senate 
approved  the  nomination.  Cujituin 
Jones,  of  the  nary  department,  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  tsceretary  of  the 
treasury  in  connection  with  those  pro- 
perly devolving  on  hun,  till  the  0th 
of  February,  1814,  when  George  W. 
Oampbel],  of  Tennessee,  was  appointed 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  in  the  place 
of  Mr.  Gallatin.  Other  nCHttinations 
miulc  by  the.  president  -^ere  treated 
mucli  ill  the  same  way  by  those  sena- 
toi^a  who  were  wiu-iu  friends  of  De 
"Witt  Clinton;  aud  the  executive  was 
a  good  deal  embarrassed,  at  times,  by 
the  opposition  of  those  who,in  all  other 
reapects  were  decided  friends  of  denir 
ocratic  measures  and  principles.  Mr. 
Jonathan  Russell,  nominated  as  min- 
ister to  Sweden,  was  one  of  those  whom 
tlic  Senate  refused  to  approve. 

Danng  this  eidxa  session,  Ck>ngress 
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was  principally  occupied  in  giving  at- 
tentbn  to  measures  for  relieving  the 
Dational  finimcra  from  embarrassment. 
The  presidential  question  being  ^^^^ 
settled,  therp  was  less  hesitiition 
in  bringing  forward  certiun  plans  which 
it  was  not  deemed  expedient  before 
this  to  press.  Necessity  compelled  the 
adoption  of  impopalar  messnres.  The 
esisting  daties  on  imports  were  doubled, 
and  the  sssessment  and  collection  of 
direct  taxes  and  int«nal  duties  were 
also  provided  for. 

This  was,  in  fact,  Mr.  Gallatin's  plan, 
which  had  been  rejected  previously; 
but  now,  since  there  seemed  to  be  no 
other  way  practicable,  it  was  proposed 
to  rsise  an  amraal  revenue  sofficient  to 
pay  the  ordinary  expenses  of  govern- 
ment, and  intoest  of  such  soms  as 
it  would  become  necessary  to  borrow ; 
and  to  support  the  war  by  a  series  of 
loans. 

Accordingly,  acts  were  jiassed  impos- 
ing duties  on  refined  sugars,  salt,  car- 
riages, auction  sales,  licenses  for  dis- 
tilleries, and  for  retsiling  wine,  spirit, 
and  forngn  goods^  with  stsmp  duties 
on  bsnk  notes,  bifls  of  exehmge,  and 
other  notes ;  (which  were  expected  to 
produce  $2,000,000  yearly  ;)  and  a  di- 
rect tax  on  houses,  lands,  and  slave,^, 
at  their  assessed  valne,  amounting  to 
$3,000,000  a  year.  But  the  advan- 
tages expected  ftom  thb  resumption  of 
the  system  cf  internal  taxation,  which 
Jefifeison  had  so  esmestly  denoonced, 
oottld  not  be  enjoyed  before  the  follow- 
ing year;  and  for  the  current  year, 
another  loan  of  $7,500,000  was  author- 
ized. The  treasury  notes,  five  millions 
of  which  had  been  issued,  were,  how- 
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evw,  at  a  great  dJaeomit ;  and  althoDgh 
the  former  loan  had  been  taken  at  par, 
for  six.  per  cent,  stock,  this  second  loan, 
apparently  taken  at  the  same  rate,  was 
all  paid  in  depreciated  currency.  The 
finances  were,  in  ftict,  in  a  very  serions 
state  of  embarrassment.  The  banks 
had  suspended  specie  payments,  except- 
ing a  few  in  New  Kngland.  The  de- 
mands  upon  the  treaBiny  had  fkr  ex- 
ceeded what  had  been  wticipated ;  and 
when  the  militia  was  called  out,  tlicy 
all,  bnt  particularly  th<'>^e  of  the  middle 
st^itcs,  were  found  insulticiently  clothed 
aud  equipped  in  every  respect.  The 
regukr  army,  too,  was  deiieieut  both 
in  blankets  Mkd  ekthing  ftr  lihe  floldieiB, 
owing  ta  the  prohihition  of  intporta> 
tions  from  England,  and  the  inoapability 
of  the  home  manniactoieB  to  anpply  tiie 
demand* 

In  connection  with  the  important  and 
always  difficult  t<ipic  of  the  finances  du- 
ring a  state  of  war,  Mr,  Adama'sj  re- 
maikBare woithqiMitmg:  "Among the 
sererest  triak  of  the  war,  was  the  de- 
ficiency of  adequate  fonda  to  anatam  it, 
and  the  progressive  degradation  of  the 
national  credit.  By  an  nnpropitious 
coml)niation  of  rival  interest,  and  of 
political  prejudices,  the  first  Jiank  of 
the  Unit-ed  States,  at  the  very  outset  of 
the  war,  had  been  denied  the  renewal 
of  its  charter:  (p.  753)  a  heavier  blow 
of  illnnve  and  contracted  policy,  could 
Bcaioely  have  befiJlen  the  Union*  The 


*  Strif  to  My,  Um  k^Utatm  «r  MtaiiiilmiwHs 

Bent  in  n  strong  ronin:i-:trnrico  to  the  HoUsp,  dcnouno- 
icg  the  war  as  impolitic  and  iiqjuBt,  defeoding  the 
mow  «r  QiMt  Britain,  lod  diu]^  fbifBty  in 
power  with  bifaid  dtpratlon  and  wim  ■ubMtfiau^to 


polar  star  of  pnblic  credit^  and  of  eon^ 
mennal  confidence,  was  abstracted  from  1 
the  firmament,  and  the  needle  of  the 

compass  wandered  at  random  to  the 
four  quartera  of  the  heavens.  From 
the  root  of  the  fallen  trunk,  sj)rang  uy> 
a  thicket  of  perishable  suckeiis— never 
destined  to  bear  froit:  the  ofllpring  of 
snnuner  vegetation,  withering  at  the 
toodi  of  the  fint  wintei^  frost  Yet^ 
upon  them  was  our  country  doomed  to 
rely:  it  was  her  only  substitute  for  the 
shade  and  shelter  of  tlie  parent  tree. 
Tiic  currency  soon  fell  into  frightful 
disorder:  banks,  with  fictitious  ca])ital, 
swarmed  throughout  the  land,  and 
spunged  the  pnise  ci  the  people,  often 
for  tihe  use  ^  their  own  money,  with 
more  than  usurious  extortion.  The 
solid  bankSi  e^en  of  this  metropolis, 
(Boston,)  were  enabled  to  maintain 
their  iii^egi'ity,  only  by  contracting 
tlieir  opcratious  to  an  extent  ruinous 
to  their  debtors,  and  to  themselves. 
A  balance  of  trade,  operating  like  uni- 
versal  fraud,  vitiated  the  channels  of 
intercoiuse  between  north  and  south, 
and  the  treasury  of  the  Union  was  re- 
plenished only  with  countless  millions 
of  silken  tatters,  and  nnavailal)le  funds ; 
•liartered  corporations,  bankrupt,  under 
the  gentle  name  of  suspended  specie 
payments,  and  without  a  dollar  of  cap- 
ital to  pay  their  debts,  sold,  at  enor* 
moua  disooontB,  the  Teiy  evidence  cf 
those  debts,  and  pass^  dS,  upon  the 
government  of  the  country,  at  par,  thor 
rags — ^purchasable,  in  open  market^  at 
depreciationa  of  thirtfr  and  for^  pw 
cent."* 


*  **JL>\fe  qf  Janut  Monroe^"  p.  871. 
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Yet.  as  Mr.  IngersoU  states,  in  giving 
the  principal  eausea  of  tiie  adznuustra' 
tWe  suoceas  «f  the  system  of  1818,  **it 
may  he  avtvred,  to  ihe  honor  of 
oar  oonntry,  that  nerer  were 
taxo5«,  especially  new  ones,  more  prompt- 
ly or  cheerfully  paid,  nearly  the  whole 
amount  accruing  within  the  four  years, 
being  paid  within  that  period;  when 
the  currency  was  deranged;  without 
National  Bank,  or  othw  general  reg< 
ulatioii ;  and  of  what  was  edled  money, 
little  more  than  state  hank  notes,  most 
of  which,  dmixig  the  latter  part  of  the 
war,  were  not  convertible  into  coin,  bnt 
mere  protnises  to  pay.  The  cost,  of  col- 
lection never  exceeded  six  per  cent."* 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  2d  of 
August,  1813,  after  a  session  of  more 
order,  system,  vigor,  and  advantage, 
than  is  usual  fat  the  Ic^iuHatiire  of  a 
country  such  as  oiua,  where  the  right 
of  free  discussion  prevails.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  House,  Ingei"soll  asserts, 
were  unanimous  and  harmonious.  There 
was  some  'lissidence  in  the  Senate  ;  but 
hardly  axiy  in  the  House,  certainly  no 
dissension,  among  the  supporters  of  the 
war,  whose  preesiire  suppressed  what- 
ever inherent  tendai6y  to  diseord  there 
mli^ht  and  must  he  in  snch  l>odies. 
The  Disposition  were  also  united  and 
active  ;  but  their  efforts  were  bestowed 
principally  upon  questiou-s  which  af- 
fected tlie  mode  of  carrvinj:'  on  tlie  war 
rather  tiiim,  in  respect  to  the  war  itself. 
There  were  not  mmy  who  denied  the 
justiee  of  tihe  war;  but  the  opposition 
contended,  that  it  should  indnde  France 
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as  well  as  England,  or  should  have 
been  pnt  off  for  fbller  preparation.* 
Daring  the  progress  cf  events  at  the 

north  and  west,  as  we  have  related  them 
in  preceding  chapters,  affairs  in  the 
south-west  were  gradually  assuming  a 
shape  calculated  to  rxcito  frreat  alarm 
and  anxiety.  The  soiitheru  Indians, 
under  tiie  iiumane  system  adopted  by 
'Washington,  had,  many  of  them,  heen 
indnoed  to  forsake  the  savage  mode  of 
life,  and  very  great  npense  was  fireely 
incurred  to  endeavor  to  win  th^  to 
the  waj's  in  which  their  while  neigli- 
bors  lived  and  made  advances  in  wealth 
and  happiness.  The  Creeks  especially 
had  enjoyed  every  favor  at  the  hand 
of  the  United  States;  their  lauds  had 
never  heoi  encroached  upon ;  and  they 
had,  to  some  ooosideraLle  extoit^  intei^ 
manned  with  tiie  whites.  Among  thesej 
and  th^  neighbors  the  Ohoctaws, 
Chickasaw!?,  and  Cherokees,  there  were 
not  a  few  who  had  learned  I'ightly  to 
estimate  the  arts  of  civilized  life;  and 
who  perceived  that  war  with  the  Amer- 
icans could  not  be  successful,  aud  might 
bring  destruction  upon  their  nation. 
These  resisted  the  «kdeavors  of  Teciim« 
seh  with  great  energy,  and  strove  to 
dissuade  their  fellow  tribesmen  from 
joining  in  his  perilous  and  perfectiy 
hopeless  scheme.  Ifeverth  el  ess,  his  in- 
fluence amongst  the  younger  aud  more 


•  At  the  request  of  Coi);n"«y*i  l^i"  jircsidciit  rccoju- 
mended,  that  the  sc'cond  TlmrsilAV  in  September  "be 
obfierved  by  tlic  iK-oplu  of  Die  Unittd  States  with  re- 
ligious solemnity,  and  tho  oOcriiig  of  ferrcnt  supplica- 
tions to  Almighty  God  ibr  the  safety  and  wel&ro  of 
these  states,  His  blessing  on  their  tms,  and  the  speedy 
reatoratian  of  peace."  That  day  accordingly,  vre  are 
happy  to  states  WM  olMrfld  THJ  |HMnDf  flmu^ 
out  the  oonntay. 
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tadrnt  men,  who  tha«^  as  evety  wbete 
efbe,  WCTe  ready  for  any  thing  new,  was 
very  gi'eat,  and  he  did  not  lail  to  use 

it  to  its  fullest  extent. 

Towards  the  close  of.  1812,  Tecurn- 
seh  made  his  aj)peurancc  apiin  in  tlie 
Creek  towns,  not  to  tell  of  impractio- 
ftbb  oonfednacies,  and  tiie  rosamptioii 
of  old  and  lialf'foigotten  habits  and 
rites  of  the  jbidiaii  races,  bat  to  atonse 
itb.em  if  he  could  to  war.  AH  the 
smouldering  passions  of  the  savages, 
who  cherished  the  traditions  of  the 
tim^  when  as  yet  no  hated  pale-faces 
had  trodden  the  western  continent,  and 
who  despised  the  eHeminacy  of  the  re- 
creants, wh(Hn  the  fiuranatioDS  of  those 
pale-fiioes  had  won  to  emidate  their 
mode  of  life ;  all  the  petty  fends  which 
were  sure  to  exist  in  eommnnities  com- 
posed as  these  were ;  every  thing  that 
could  bo  employed  by  one  skilled  as  he 
was,  was  turned  1)V  Tecumseh  now  to 
this  end,  that  by  attacking  the  United 
States  in  the  south,  w^hUst  he  and  his 
allies,  the  British,  attadced  them  in  the 
north,  he  should  obtain  his  personal 
revenge,  even  thoiigh  he  might  never 
hope  to  wreak  npon  these  foes  of  hb 
race  the  vengeance  he  had  desired  to 
inflict  on  th(  in  fn-  all  the  "\vr'>m'^,  real 
and  imagined,  wliich  they  were  guilty 
of  in  his  sight,  towards  his  ancestors, 
and  the  forefathers  of  the  other  Indian 
tribes. 

Ihe  war  spirit^  natarany  enou^  grew 

sti-onger  and  stronger.  Tlic  i>arty  m 
favor  of  peace  and  civilization  did  all 

in  their  power  to  make  head  against 
the  hostile  portion ;  but  without  suc- 
cess. Murders  were  committed  on  the 
fioutiers,  and  the  legialHiure  of  Ten- 
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n^ee,  in  alann  at  tiie  proepeet^  gave 
aothority  to  the  governor  to  call  out 
ten  thousand  militia,  and  make  war 

upon  the  Creek",  ♦'ven  to  extermination, 
unless  the  murderei'S  were  given  up. 
A  state  of  civil  war  soon  after  eventu- 
ated, and  the  opposing  parties  aiTauged 
themsdves  nnder  their  respective  lead- 
ers, Ada  of  violence  ensaed,  and  sev- 
eral of  the  friendly  chiefe  were  murdered 
in  cold  blood.  Qaming  strength,  they 
proceeded  to  new  acts  of  violence ;  ro* 
gardl(^«i  of  the  legitimate  authorities, 
they  deposed  and  put  to  death  the 
friends  of  peace,  until  the  nation  wjis 
involved  in  general  bloodshed.  The 
war  party  at  length  prevailed,  ajid  all 
opposition  was  summarily  emshed  by 
arbitrwy  force. 

Parties  of  hostile  warrior  began  to 
assemble  in  various  parts  of  the  Ci^k 
nation,  with  the  !T.v<nve(l  pnt-poso  of  com- 
mencing hostilities  against  the  white 
settlements  of  the  Mississij^pi  Territory, 
and  of  Georgia,  and  Tennessee.  Emis- 
saries were  employed  in  eflforts 
to  induce  the  Choctaws  to  unite 
with  them  in  the  general  league,  Tc- 
cnmseh  having  been  unsuccessful  in  his 
efforts,  among  the  chiefs  of  that  nation. 
In  thv^f  f'fT.irts,  it  appeal's,  they  failed. 
Mushulatubbe,  and  other  Choctaw 
chiefs,  succeeded  in  preserving  the  na- 
tion's loyalty  to  the  United  States  un- 
sullied. 

Throughout  the  white  settiements 

on  the  Tombigbee  and  Alabama  Rivers, 
the  liveliest  alarm  prevailed;  and  a 
brigade  of  nine  hundred  volunteers 
and  militia  was  organized  by  Governor 
Holm^,  to  quiet  the  apprehensions  of 
the  settlers,  and  at  the  same  time  to 
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THE  MASSACRE  AT  FORT  MIMMS. 


aflbrd  them  protectioii,  in  case  of  an 
attack.  The  settlexs  idso  very  gener- 
ally began  to  taike  refuge  in  the  fortifi- 
cations, if  so  we,  may  term  them,  along 
the  Alabama  River. 

Having  obtained  an  abundant  supply 
of  arms  and  ammunition  from  Pensucola 
— ^famiBlied,  as  was  cliarged,  by  the 
Britbli — the  hostOe  Greeks  determined 
to  venture  upon  some  eaq[>loit8  which 
should  signalize  their  share  in  the  war. 
AocordiMgl y,  Fort  Mimms,  on  the  Ala- 
bama, not  far  fi-oni  Mobile,  was  marked 
out  for  destruction,  in  the  summer  of 
181 3.  Tliis  was  one  of  the  ximal  stock- 
aded forts  on  the  river's  bank,  to  which 
Governor  Gubome  had  sent  Major 
Beasly,  with  a  hnndred  and  eighty 
men.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Tensas 
settlement  were  collected  there;  and 
subsequently,  Claiborne  dispatched  or- 
ders to  Boasly,  nrging  him  to  the  ut- 
most vii^ilanco  and  caution;  chnr^'ing 
him  to  complete  the  block  houses,  to 
strengthen  the  stockades,  and  to  keep 
a  vigUant  watch  against  sudden  attack. 

Under  some  nnaoconntable  delnsioi, 
Beasly  acted  as  if  there  was  no  danger 
to  be  fisared.  Near  the  end  of  August, 
a  negro  came  in,  who  brought  warning 
that  the  Indiana  meant  to  attack  the 
post.  Th'^  ivarniug  was  more  than 
once  repeated ;  but,  unhappily,  was  un- 
heeded. On  the  night  preceding  the 
massacre,  the  dogs  of  the  gai-rison,  who 
are  said  to  be  able  to  smell  the  Indians, 
gave  notice  of  danger  by  a  peculiar 
growling.  Yet  there  was  no  alarm  felt ; 
but  all  were  confident  of  security. 

The  next  day,  August  30th,  the  fatal 
delusion  was  dispelled.  Towards  n  mn , 
tho  Indians  advanced  through  an  open 


field,  to  widitn  thirty  yards  of  the  fort 
before  they  were  discovered;  so  well 

devised,  bold,  and  fortunate,  was  the 
plan  of  the  blood  thirstv  f»av- 

ISIS* 

ages !  The  gate,  too,  was  wide 
(i{)eii,  and  raising  their  fearful  whoop 
they  rushed  into  the  fort.  Every  man 
who  could  fight  adzed  his  weapon  and 
hnrried  to  his  post.  The  first  straggle 
took  place  at  the  gate,  and  the  slaughter 
was  dreridful.  Beasly  himself,  shot 
through  the  body,  was  one  of  the  first 
victim^.  Crowds  on  crowds  of  Indians 
pressed  to  the  attack,  driving  in  l»y 
mere  nnmben?  the  vainly  brave  gar- 
rison, whose  immovable  security  had 
betrayed  them  to  the  enemy.  For  some 
honrs  the  fight  literally  raged.  It  was 
a  hand  to  hand  combat;  bayonet^  sword, 
and  clubbed  rifle  clashing  and  colliding 
with  tomahawk,  scalping  knife,  and  wai 
club.  The  defences  of  the  white  men 
were  fired ;  they  were  ^^hot  down  from 
without;  and  encumbered  by  the  women 
and  children,  and  other  nou-effectives 
who  had  taken  refiige  in  the  fort,  they 
were,  in  spite  of  the  moet  desperate 
▼alor,  completely  overpowered. 

At  length,  about  five  in  the  after- 
noon, the  few  who  survived,  not  one  of 
Avliom  was  without  a  wound,  and  sev- 
eral had  received  more  than  one,  gath- 
ering the  guns  of  their  fallen  com- 
rades, and  throwing  them  with  the  am- 
munition they  could  not  carry  into  the 
flames,  resolved  to  force  their  way  out. 
The  npper  part  of  the  block-hoose,  to 
wUch  some  of  the  women  had  retreated, 
was  rapidly  consuming, — it  was  certain 
destruction  to  remain  where  they  were, 
— perhaps  they  might  succeed  in  fights 
ing  their  way  through  the  swarms  of 
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the  enemy.  Seventeen  only,  and  not- 
withstanding their  wounds,  did  succeed. 
Above  three  hnndn'd  ;uu\  fifty  pei-sons 
■ — iucludiiig  volunteere  and  militia,  the 
oidiriury  garrison,  refugees  from  the 
neighborhood,  (twenty  fitmiliea  and 
more,)  friendly  Indians,  and  some  hun- 
dred of  n^ffoes — perished  daring  the 
fight,  or  in  the  flames,  or  were  put  to 
death  after  all  resistance  had  ceased, 
with  barbarities  too  rovi)lting  to 
narrated.  The  entire  number  of  those 
who  epcaped  was  under  thirty.  The 
scene  predeuted  to  those  who  came  to 
bury  the  dead,  after  the  Indians  had 
withdrawn,  exceeded  all  description. 

Gloom  and  coostemation  took  pos- 
session of  the  whole  aonth-westem  fron- 
tier. Every  fort  was  crowded  with 
fugitives,  and  Mobile,  which  General 
Wilkinson  had  seized  in  the  month  of 
April,  was  now  a  most  welcome  harbor 
of  refuge  to  multitudes,  whom  terror 
at  the  news  of  the  tragedy  at  Fort 
MimmB  drove  from  tiieir  homes.  The 
whole  »^on  was  in  a  deplorable  state, 
and  the  distress  of  the  people  during 
the  sickly  season,  in  September,  vas 
extreme.  The  number  and  fierceness 
of  the  Indians  were  frightful,  and  every 
station,  every  block-house,  and  every 
fort  ^  as  asiiiuled  by  the  open  foe,  or 
by  lurking  bands  of  concealed  savages. 

In  this  emergency,  it  was  Mt  that 
no  help  from  the  govemment  at  Wash- 
ington was  to  be  obtained;  the  people 
of  the  neighboring  states  must  give  the 
requisite  assistance,  or  the  whole  coun- 
try must  be  abandoned  by  the  whites. 
"The  people  and  government  of  the 
contignons  states,  Georgia  and  Tennes- 
see, uud  of  those  couveuient,  8outh  and 
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North  Carolina,  instantly  acted  with  ex- 
cellent decision,  before  it  was  possible 
to  furnish  the  means,  hardly  to  give  or^ 
ders^  from  the  seat  of  govern-  ^^^^ 
ment  In  war,  the  well-being 
of  popular  goTemment  requirta  that 
each  sovereignty  act  In  its  own  sphere, 
and  perform  the  constitutional  duty 
prescribed  to  it.  Irregularities  of  ac- 
tion betray  infirmities  which  aret  not 
inherent  in  the  system.  The  commu» 
nitit»>  and  governments  of  the  states 
of  Georgia  and  Tennea<5ee  faced  the 
emergency  with  alacrity  and  energy, 
similar  to  what  was  displayed  in  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Powsylvania.*'* 

Amongst  other  means  for  redndsg 
the  Creeks,  now  thought  o^  was  the 
employment  of  the  Choctaws  against 
them.  A  "Committee  of  Safety"  set 
forth  at  length  the  reasons  which  ap- 
peared to  them  to  call  for  this  measure ; 
the  most  convincing,  in  their  opinion, 
being,  that  if  the  United  States  did 
not  secare  the  co-operation  of  these  Li- 
diaas,  the  enemy  might  do  so^  and  then, 
instead  of  being  subdued,  the  Creeks 
would  be  reinforced.  "  In  the  emphatic 
language  of  Major  Gibson,"  says  llo- 
nette,  "the  point  was  narrowed  down 
to  this,  'Wo  must  engage  the  Qhoo- 
taws,  or  fight  them 

It  was  not,  however,  till  the  mouth 
of  November,  that  the  reqniaite  nego- 
tiations w«re  completed,  and  it  was  the 
nuddle  of  the  month  before  General 
Clail)orne,  accompanied  1^  the  Choctaw 
auxiliaries,  advanced  towards  AVeather- 
ford's  Bla£^  on  the  AlabamSi  for  the 
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purpose  of  erecting  a  stockaded  d6p6t, 
to  receive  ropplies  and  military  stores 
for  tbe  use  of  tlie  Tennessee  troops, 
under  General  Jackson,  who  were  on 
the  march,  along  the  line  of  the  Coosa. 
Before  the  close  of  November,  this  was 
done;  and  Fort  (Mbonie,  wiUk  tte  pal- 
isades, block-houses,  and  lialf-moon  lot- 
tery, presented  a  frowning  front  to  all 
unbidden  navigators  of  tiio  Stream. 

Georgia  and  Tennessee  very  actively 
seconded  the  efforts  of  Mississippi,  and 
had  General  Flournoy  been  a  more  ef- 
ficient commander,  much  effusion  of 
blood  and  waste  of  property  would 
have  been  spared.  On  llie  western 
edge  of  Geoi^g^  abont  the  vid* 
tsis.  ^  October,  was  stationed 
General  Floyd,  at  the  head  of  some  two 
thousand  five  hundred  men ;  and  by  the 
beginning  of  November,  lie  had  ad- 
vanced with  nearly  a  third  of  them, 
and  four  liundred  allied  Indians,  into 
the  Creek  country  about  the  Tallapoosa 
and  its  tribntanes.  He  Yeiy  soon  made 
his  preaenee  known,  as  we  shaU  see 
presently. 

But  it  was  from  Tennessee  that  the 
main  body  of  the  force.-*,  relied  upon 
for  the  effective  discharge  of  the  stern 
duty  of  repressing  the  armed  Indians, 
and  chastising  them  for  the  outrage  at 
Fort  Mimms,  came.  The  legislature  of 
that  state,  iSum  in  sesBion,  had  antho^ 
iaed  the  govenxor  to  cdl  ont  three 
thousand  five  hundred  men  in  addition 
to  those  already  nndeir  arms;  and  be- 
fore many  days  of  October  had 
passed,  one  column,  of  two  thou- 
sand choice  volunteers,  under  Creueral 
Jackson,  set  out  from  iSa&hville;  au- 
other  colnmn,  of  about  eqnal  strength, 
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advancing  from  East  Tennessee  in  the 
same  direction  undei  General  Cocke. 

Mr.  IngersoU,  in  speaking  of  this  mat- 
ter, says,  that  the  federal  government 
adopted  the  men  thus  raised  and  in  ac- 
tive service^  and  reimbursed  the  money, 
some  $200,000,  which  thekgialatDreof 
Tamessee  had  appropriated  for  the 
maintenanice  of  the  war  against  the 
Creeks;  and  he  adds:  **Biddance  of 
tlie  country  from  the  savages,  thereto- 
fore the  terror,  if  not  the  masters  of  it, 
was  miunly  effected  by  local  popular 
and  state  action,  consummated  by  op- 
erations of  the  federal  government. 
The  part  eadi  cme  {>erfoixned,  the  ap- 
proiniaAe  limction  of  eadi,  are  lessons 
of  that  con£iet  wluch  eaanot  be  too 
durably  impressed  on  the  American 
mind.  While  it  is  one  of  the  most  un- 
questionable and  gratifying  demonstra- 
tions of  the  wai"  of  1S12,  that  the  states 
saved  the  United  States  in  several  emer- 
gencies, it  is  equally  true,  that  ezcesaiye 
state  est  p<^Nihir  aetion  embarraoced  and 
endangeted.  the  Union and  that  it  is 
by  the  hanuraions  adjustment  of  all 
the  elements,  popular,  state,  and  federal, 
that  national  safety,  dignity,  and  vindi- 
cation, are  accomplished.  If  obliged  to 
wait  the  orJ-  rs,  fore®?,  and  contribu- 
tions of  the  icderal  government^  the 
Creek  war  would  never  have  been 
eraeihed,  as  it  wna^  in  one  vietoiions 
eampugn..  Yet  that  eanqpalga proved, 
even  without  stale  or  popolsfr  dUnffcc- 
tion,  that  scMnething  more  than  six 
months  nulltia  and  volunteers  is  indis- 
pensable to  general  safety  and  welfare."* 

Although  it  is  somewhat  in  advance 
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of  tlie  progress  of  our  narrative  thus 
far,  it  will  be  most  convenient,  we  think, 
to  relate  the  conclusion  of  the  Creek 
war,  in  the  prcijeut  connection.  On  the 
2(1  of  ^November,  General  Coffee  was 
detaebed,  villi  nine  hnndred  men^ 
against  TaUnsIiatcheSy  a  Creek  town, 
and  reached  ike  place  about  dayligkt 
the  next  morning.  The  Indians,  aware 
of  his  approach,  were  prepared  to  re- 
ceive him.  Within  a  short  distance  of 
the  village  they  charger!  njx>n  him  with 
unexampled  Luldncss ;  and  al- 
though repulaed,  made  a  most 
ol)etinAte  ranBtanee.  ThiBj  refiiBed  to 
give  or  reoeiTe  quarter,  and  were  elain 
almost  to  a  man.  Neatly  two  knndred 
of  their  wamors  were  Mlled  in  this  af- 
fair. The  women  and  children  were 
taken  prisoners.  Tlie  loss  of  the  Amer- 
icans was  five  killed  and  forty  wounded. 

Four  days  later,  having  been  infonucd 
that  Lattliiy'ij  Fort,  at  the  village  of 
lUladega,  abonl  thirty  miles  distanti 
belonging  to  tiie  fiiendly  Cteeks,  was 
in  great  danger  from  the  hostile  parfy, 
Jackson  set  off  with  alacrity  to  relieve 
the  place.  At  twelve  o'clock  the  same 
nighty  he  took  up  his  line  of  march,  at 
the  head  of  twelve  hundred  men,  and 
arrived  within  six  miles  of  the  fort  the 
next  evening.  At  midnight  he  again 
advanoed,  and  by  seven  o*doek  of  tiie 
following  monung  was  within  a  mfle 
of  the  enemy.  He  now  made  the  roost 
judicious  arrsngements  for  surrounding 
them;  and  approached,  within  eighty 
yard.",  almost  unpcrceived.  The  battle 
commenced  on  the  part  of  the  Indians 
with  great  fury.  Being  repulsed  on  all 
sides,  they  attempted  to  make  ih&r  ear 
cape,  bat  foond  thanselves  eneiosed; 
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and  bad  not  two  companies  of  militia 
given  way,  whereby  a  space  was  left 
open  through  •^'^  hich  a  considerable  num- 
ber of  the  enemy  escaped  to  the  mnnn- 
tains,  they  would  all  have  been  tukeu 
prisonere  or  destroyed.  In  the  pursuit 
msny  were  sabred  or  shot  down.  In 
this  action,  the  Americsn  loss  was  fi^ 
teen  killed,  and  eighty  wounded.  Tliat 
of  the  Creeks  was  not  mucli  short  of 
three  hundred  killed,  their  whole  force 
exceeding  a  thousand.  "  In  a  very  few 
week?,"  wrote  General  Jackson,  "if  I 
had  a  suiiiciency  of  supplies,  1  am  thor- 
oughly eonTineed  I  dioold  be  abfe  to 
put  an  end  to  Creek  hostilities.'' 

Jackson  bad  ordered  General  White 
to  join  him  after  Coffee's  fii^t  success, 
intending  to  press  forward  and  crush 
the  Indians  before  they  had  time  to  re- 
cover from  the  panic  produced  by  these 
blows.  Whit«,  however,  who  was  sub- 
ordinate to  General  Cocke,  was  de- 
tached by  him,  on  the  Iltb  Kovem* 
ber,  agsinst  the  hostile  towns  on  the 
Talapooea  Biver,  where  the  HiUabees 
resided.  At  daylight,  on  the  ^^^^ 
18th,  \\Tiite  entered  a  Ilillabee 
town,  and  out  of  about  three  hundred 
and  sixteen  warriors  killed  some  sixty, 
and  took  the  rest  prisoners.  Having 
burnt  several  village  which  had  been 
deserted  by  the  Indians,  he  letonied  on 
the  S8d,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  man. 

At  the  dose  of  November,  a  signal 
victory  was  obtained  by  General  Floyd, 
at  the  head  of  the  Georgia  militia,  at 
Autossee,  on  the  Talapoosa.  This  was 
"  the  Creek  metropolis,"  and  the  very 
ground  was  held  to  be  sacred.  It  was 
defended  with  a  spirit  animated  by 
erery  oomideration  that  interest^  re* 
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veiige,  and  Teligion  ooald  pMBent 
"Warriors  from  «ght  towns  were  as- 
sembled to  oppose  tlie  invaders  there. 
But  the  well-directed  fire  of  the  artil- 
lery, added  to  the  charge  of  the  bayo- 
net, triumphed  over  all  opposition-  The 
Indians  lost  at  least  two  hundred,  among 
whom  were  the  Antoesee  king  and  an- 
oiher,  and  their  wounded  were  much 
more  nomwoiiB.  The  number  of  build- 
ings burnt,  some  of  a  superior  order  for 
the  dwellings  of  savages,  and  filled  with 
valuable  articles,  was  supposed  to  be 
four  hundred.  The  American  loss  was 
eleven  killed  and  fifty-four  wounded. 
That  of  the  firiendly  Indiana,  who  fought 
with  theiDi  and  with  great  intrepidity, 
was  nevw  ascertained. 

In  the  month  of  December,  Clair 
borne,  with  the  Mississippi  volunteers, 
and  a  body  of  Clmctaw?,  advanced  into 
the  Creek  country ;  and  on  the  23d,  at^ 
tacked  Ecchanachaca,  "Holy  Ground," 
a  town  on  the  Alabama,  of  about  two 
hundred  honses,  not  long  built,  with 
many  ineantationa,  to  serve  as 
WestherfordVi  atroog^old,  and 
fancied  by  the  Indians  to  be  impregna- 
ble. Weatherford  himself,  Josiah,  Fran- 
cis, and  Sinquister,  all  of  them  "pro- 
phets," encouraged  their  followers  to 
display  the  mt^t  furious  bravery  in  de- 
fence of  the  consecrated  spot.  Thirty 
only  were  killed;  the  ehief  prophet 
fled ;  the  town  was  burned,  and  all  ibo 
land  round  devastated. 

The  term  of  aerrioe  ci  the  Tennessee 
volunteers  having  expired,  no  persna- 
sioDS  of  General  Jackson  were  puffi- 
ciently  strong  to  induce  them  to  remain 
longer  away  from  theii-  homes.  Becom- 
ing mntinons,  they  were  disbanded  and 
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ordered  to  march  back  to 
On  the  14th  of  January,  however, 
Jack«!on  was  forttiimtolv  reinforced  by 
eiglit  hundred  volunteers,  and  soon  af- 
ter by  several  hundred  friendly  Indians. 
Their  term  of  service  was  only  j^j^ 
sixty  days,  and  the  general  de> 
termhied  to  employ  ^em  at  onoe  against 
the  eaODj,  Having  been  joined  by 
Greneral  Coffee,  with  a  number  of  offi- 
cers, Jackson,  on  the  17th  of  January, 
with  the  view  of  making  a  diversion  in 
fiivor  of  General  Floyd,  nnd  at  the  same 
time  of  relieving  Fort  ArmHtrong,  which 
\va&  said  to  be  threatened,  entered  the 
Indian  country,  with  the  determination 
of  penetrating  stiU  fiuther  than  had 
yet  been  attempted.  On  the  evening 
of  the  21st,  believing  himself,  fioni  ap- 
pearances, in  the  vicinity  of  a  large 
body  of  Indians,  he  encamped  witli 
great  precaution,  and  kept  himself  in 
the  attitude  of  defence.  At  daylight, 
the  next  morning,  an  assault  was  made 
on  the  left  flank;  whieh,  after  bemg 
firmly  rensted  for  about  half  an  hour, 
was  snooessfiilly  lepnked,  and  a  fanona 
charge  of  the  cavalry,  im  1  i  General 
Coffee,  completely  routed  the  Indians, 
and  drove  them  nearly  two  miles  from 
the  field  with  great  slaught<""r.  S  v>n 
afterwards,  the  camj)  w;ls  attacked  on 
the  other  flunk,  but  with  no  better  re- 
sult ;  the  remainder  of  the  enemy's  foree 
being  routed  now,  with  ihe  loss  of  fbr* 
ly-five  of  tiidr  warriors. 

The  next  morning,  a  retrograde  move> 
ment  was  made  by  General  Jackson, 
under  a  belief  that  he  had  diverted  the 
enemy  from  their  designs  against  the 
Georgia  troops,  and  could  encounter 
them  l^est  nearer  to  his  depdt.  On  the 


24th,  at  tlie  outset  of  the  march,  there 
lay  a  defile  at  the  croasiiig  of  the  Eno- 
tuclMjies  Cr<'t  k.  Here  the  Indians,  who 
had  followed  c  losely,  (and  against  whom 
preparations  had  been  made  in  the  night 
for  fbar  of  a  sudden  attack^)  ftU  upon 
them,  and  ^taew  ihem  into  dinorder  for 
a  short  lime, — some  compames  takhig 
to  flight  Very  soon,  liowever,  they 
were  rallied  and  Lronght  into  actlou, 
and  the  artillery,  whicli  -vviis  encum- 
bered in  the  ford  at  the  moment  of  at- 
tack, took  the  lead  against  the  swarms 
of  the  enemy.  The  conflict  did  not 
last  long,  and  tUe  Indians  were  lonted, 
and  fled  in  the  greatest  ooostemadon; 
leaving  twenty-six  of  their  number  dead 
on  tlie  field.  Jackson's  loss,  in  these 
fights,  w!i.s  twenty-fonr  killed  and  sev- 
enty-one wounded :  the  Indians'  loss  was 
about  two  hundred  dead  on  the  battle 
field,  beside  large  numbers  wounded. 

Notwithstanding  these  repulses,  the 
Greeks  attacked  Gtenend  Eloyd  at  Gamp 
Defiance,  early  in  the  morning  of  the 
27th  of  January,  and  quite  unexpect- 
edly. The  sentinels  were  driven  in,  and 
a  fierce  conte.^t  took  place  within  the 
lines ;  Init  Indian  valor,  weapoutJ,  and 
tactics,  here  as  elsewhere,  provt^d  no 
match  for  American  discipline,  grape 
shot^  and  the  bayonet.  Thhrty-seven 
of  tiieir  wanrion  were  left  dead;  bnt 
it  was  plain,  from  the  nomber  of  head- 
dresses and  ^^-aI-H::lubs  scattered  about, 
and  from  the  bloody  trail  they  made 
in  their  retreat,  that  this  was  not  the 
whole  of  their  los«:.  Seventeen  Amer- 
iams  fell,  and  a  hundred  and  thirty-two 
were  wounded. 

Early  in  March,  Jackson  was  ap- 
pointed a  major-general  in  the  United 


States  service,  and  was  reinforced  by 
the  thirty-ninth  regiment  of  United 
States  infantry.  Several  de- 
tachmeuta  of  mihtia  and  volun- 
teers soon  afterwards  joined  him,  so  that 
the  flirces  at  his  command  amounted 
to  nearly  four  ihonsand  men,  hesides 
Indian  auxiliaries,  numbtting  nearly  an^ 
other  thousand.  He  was  now  in  a  con- 
dition to  bring  the  war  to  a  dose  by  an 
attack  upon  the  last,  stronghold  of  the 
Creeks  This  was  at  the  bend  of  the  [ 
Talapoosa,  called  by  the  Indians  i  olio- 
peka,  and  by  the  whites  Horse- shoo 
Bend.  Katnre  and  art  had  rendered 
this  a  place  of  great  secniity.  A  breast- 
work had  been  erected,  &cm  five  to 
eight  feet  high,  acrces  the  peninsula, 
thus  enclosing  nearly  one  hundred  acres 
of  ground.  This  could  not  be  ap. 
proached,  without  being  exposed  to  a 
double  and  crosi  iirc  from  the  Indians 
who  lay  behind.  About  one  thousand 
waniors  had  collected  on  this  spot 
Here  General  Jackson  determined  to 
attack  them. 

On  the  26th  of  March,  he  encamped 
within  BIX  miles  of  the  place,  and  hav- 
ing learned  the  shore  was  lined  with 
canoes,  he  sent  General  Cofiee  to  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  to  surround 
the  Bend  in  such  a  manner  that  none 
conid  esei^  by  croedng  the  river. 
"Vnth  the  remainder  of  his  fi»ce,  he  at- 
tacked their  fortifications  in  fiont.  A 
brisk  fire  was  kept  up  for  two  hours, 
when  General  Coffee  cro!=®pd  to  the 
peninsula  to  his  aid,  and  commenced  a 
spirited  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  lay 
behind  the  breastwork ;  but  they  were 
still  nnsabdned.  General  Jackson  de- 
termined to  storm  their  fortifieatkniB. 
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The  legolara,  led  on  hj  Colond.  Wil- 
liams and  Major  Montgomery,  advanced 
to  the  cliajge.  An  obstinate  contest 
ensued,  in  which  the  combatants  fought 
thi-ongh  the  port-holes,  musket  to  mu3- 
ket.  At  this  time,  Major  Monfgomer j, 
leaping  on  the  waU,  called  to  hk  men 
to  momit  and  fellow  him.  Scaredyhad 
he  spoken,  when  a  ball  struck  him  on 
the  head,  and  he  fell  lt£^efli  to  the 
gronnd.  Yet  the  Americana  obeyed 
hLs  command,  and,  followinor  his  exam- 
ple, noon  gained  the  opposite  side  of 
the  works.  Tliougli  the  Creeks  fought 
with  a  bravery  wHch  th^  deeperate 
ntnalion  al(me  could  bave  inspired,  yet 
they  were  entiiely  defeated,  and  cot  to 
fneoes.  Five  hundred  and  fifty  were 
killed  on  the  peninsula,  and  many  were 
drowned  or  sliot  in  attempting  to  cross 
the  river.  Jackson's  loss,  including  the 
friendly  Indians,  was  fiffey-four  killed, 
and  one  hundred  and  fifty-six  wounded. 

TbSa  decuiTe  vietoiy  ended  in  the 
aabnuaaioa  of  the  reDoaimng  warriors, 
and  terminated  the  Greek  war.  Among 
Uioee  who  threw  themaelTea  upon  the 
mercy  of  their  "victont  was  Weather- 
ford,  who  vrn^  equally  distiiiguislicd  for 
his  talents  and  cruelty.  "  I  am  in  your 
power,"  said  lie,  "  do  with  me  what  you 
please,  i  have  done  the  white  people 
an  the  harm  I  oonld.  I  hftve  Ibnght 
them,  and  fongbt  them  bravely.  Thero 
waastimewlienlhadaelKMoei,  Ihave 
none  now ;  every  bope  is  ended.  Once 
I  could  animate  my  warriors  to  battle ; 
but  I  cannot  animate  tlic  dead.  Tlicy 
can  no  longer  hear  my  voice ;  their 
bones  are  at  Tallusliatches,  Talladega, 
Kmucfau,  and  Tohopeka.  While  there 
was  a  ehanea  of  niiBeeB^  I  never  suppli- 
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cated  peace ;  bnt  my  pecfile  are  gone, 
and  I  now  aak  it  for  my  nation  and 

myself." 

During  the  month  of  April,  General 
Jackson  scoured  the  country  on  the 
Cooea  and  Talapooaa  Bivera. 
A  party  of  the  enemy  on  Ibe 
latfcCT  liver,  on  biB  approach  fled  to  P«i* 
sacola;  and  a  detachment  of  Carolina 
militia,  under  Colonel  Pearson,  trav-  ' 
ersed  the  banks  of  the  Alabama,  and 
received  tlie  submission  of  a  great  num- 
ber of  Creek  warriors  and  prophets. 
Fmaliy,  the  Indians  being  now  com- 
pletely at  the  men^  <£  the  conqnerors, 
a  treaty  of  peace  wag  dictated  by  Gen< 
eal  Jadson  to  the  Oreeka,  and  signed 
early  in  August.  Ibe  terms  were  se- 
vere, but  probably  necessarily  so,  in  or- 
der to  in?iire  future  tranquillity.  The  I 
Creeks  a  - 1  cpd  to  yield  a  large  portion 
of  their  cuuutry  as  an  indemnity  for  the 
expense  of  the  war ;  they  consented  to 
the  opemng  roads  Ibiongh  their  cotm- 
try,  together  with  the  liberty  of  navi- 
gating their  rivers;  they  engaged  to 
establish  trading  houses,  and  to  en- 
deavor to  bring  back  the  nation  to  its 
former  state;  they  also  stipulated  to 
hold  no  intercourse  with  any  British  or 
Spanish  post  or  garrison,  and  to  deliver 
up  the  property  they  had  taken  from 
the  whites  and  the  fHendly  Indians. 
General  Jackson,  on  the  put  of  the 
United  States,  undertook  to  gnarantee 
their  remaining  territory  to  them;  to 
restore  all  their  prisoners ;  and,  in  con- 
sideration of  their  destitute  situation, 
to  furnish  them  gratuitously  with  the 
necessaries  of  life  until  they  could  pro- 
vide for  themselves. 

It  will  be  remembered,  that  during 
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the  early  part  of  the  year  1813,  great 
activity  had  heen  manifested  in  the 
north-'weist,  although  no  material  results 
had  been  attained.  The  spirit 
of  the  people  was  ronaed  to  a 
pitch  of  enthuuiigm,  and  theie  wt»  aa 
earnest  determmatbn  to  prosecate  lu» 
tilities  with  vigor;  but^  aa  we  liave 
stated,  (p.  185,)  without  the  conmiand 
of  the  lake,  offensive  operations  conld 
not  be  carried  on  to  any  great  advan- 
tage. The  utmost  exertions,  accord- 
ingly, were  made  by  Perry  to  complete 
his  naval  armament,  and  to  test  the 
abQily  <tf  onr  gaQant  sailors  in  a  con- 
test with  the  enemy  on  Lake  Erie. 

Fkoctor,  aware  of  the  spirit  and  pro- 
gress of  the  Americans,  which  thieatr 
encd  the  supremacy  which  the  enemy 
had  acquired  nnd  nmintfiined  thus  far 
on  the  lake,  determined  to  strike  a  blow 
at  Harrison^s  camp  at  the  Ilapids,  for  the 
purpose  of  interrupting  his  commmiica^ 
tioE  with  the  lake.  Unable  to  indnoe 
GUy  to  quit  his  lines  and  risk  an  en- 
gagement, Proctor,  on  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust, invested  Fort  Stephenson,  at 
T/>wer  Sandusky,  on  the  Sandusky 
Kiver,  with  five  hundred  regukira  and 
militia,  and  al>ove  three  tliousaud  Indi- 
ans. Major  Croghau,  who  commanded 
there,  had  no  more  than  one  gun  (a  six- 
pounder)  and  a  hundred  and  sixty  men, 
and  those  yonng  and  inexperienced* 
Ingersoll  justifiably  insists  upon  the 
weakness  of  the  place,  its  bad  position, 
and  the  perplexing  orders  left  with  its 
commander, — whom  Harrison  had  iu- 
ptrueted  to  fire  the  fort  and  retreat,  (if 
he  could,)  should  the  enemy  approach 
in  force,  and  with  artillery.  Proctor 
demanded  a  snrrenderi  accompanied 


with  the  usual  threats  of  butchery  and 
ma.ssacre,  if  the  garrison  should  hold 
out ;  but  Croghan,  who  found  that  all 
hm  companions,  full  of  zeal,  like  him< 
self,  would  support  him  to  the  last,  re- 
tomed  a  spirited  answer;  to  the  eflfed 
that^  ''when  the  fort  shoiild  he  taken, 
there  would  be  none  left  to  massacre; 
as  it  would  not  be  given  np  while  a  man 
was  able  to  fight." 

A  brisk  firing  was  kept  up  by  the 
enemy  during  the  night;  and  at  au 
early  hour  next  morning,  three  six- 
ponnders  which  had  been  planted  du- 
ring the  night,  within  two  hundred  and 
fifly  yards  of  tilie  pickets,  began  to  play 
upon  the  fort,  but  with  little  effect. 
About  fbnr  in  the  afternoon,  all  the  en- 
emy's gnna  were  concentrated  agam^t 
tlie  northwestern  angle  of  the  fort,  for 
the  purpose  of  making  a  breach,  j^^^ 
To  counteract  the  effect  of  their 
fire,  Major  Croghan  caused  that  point 
to  be  sb«ngthened  by  means  of  bags 
of  flour,  sand,  and  odter  materisls,  in 
such  a  mannw  that  the  picketing  sus- 
tained little  or  no  injury.  But  the 
British,  supposing  that  their  fire  had 
sufliciently  shattered  the  picket^,  ad- 
vanced, to  the  number  of  five  hundred, 
to  storm  the  place,  at  the  same  time 
making  two  feinta  on  dififorent  points. 

The  colmnn  which  adTanoed  against 
tiie  northwestern  angle,  was  so  com- 
pletely enveloped  in  smoke,  as  not  to 
be  discovered  mital  it  had  aj^roached 
within  eighteen  or  twenty  paces  of  the 
lines,  but  the  men  being  all  at  their 
posts,  and  ready  to  receive  it,  com- 
menced so  heavy  and  galling  a  fire  aa 
to  throw  the  column  into  confbdon;  bnt 
being  (Quickly  rallied,  Colonel  Short,  the 


oommander,  exclaimed,  "  come  on,  my 
brave  fellows,  give  the  Yankee  i-ascals 
no  quarter  P  «id  immediAtely  kapt 
into  the  diteh,  followed  hy  his  troops ; 

as  soon  as  the  ditch  was  entirely  filled 
by  the  aasailantBi  Mtyor  Groghan  or- 
dered Ilia  one  six-pounder,  which  liud 
been  masked  in  the  block  house,  to  he 
fired.  It  had  been  loaded  with  a  dou- 
ble charge  of  musket  balls  and  slug^. 
This  piece  completely  raked  tlie  ditch 
from  end  to  end.  The  first  fire  levelled 
the  <me  half  in  death,  Colonel  Short 
being  of  the  number;  the  second  and 
third  either  killed  or  wounded  erery 
one  except  eleven,  who  were  covered 
by  the  dead  bodies.  At  the  same  time, 
the  fire  of  the  small  arms  wj«  so  inces- 
sant and  destructive,  that  it  wad  in  vaiu 
the  British  officers  exerted  themselves 
to  lead  on  the  balanoe  of  the  eolomn ; 
tt  retired  in  disorder  under  a  shower 
of  sliot,  and  sought  safety  in  an  adjoin- 
ing wood.  The  loaa  of  the  enemy  in 
killed  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty, 
besides  a  considerable  number  of  their 
Indian  allies.  The  Americans  had  but 
one  killed,  and  seven  slightly  wounded. 
Elarly  in  the  morning  of  the  3d  of  An^ 
gust,  the  enemy  retreated  down  the 
river,  after  having  aibandoned  consider' 
able  baggage  and  military  stores. 

The  garrison  was  composed  of  r^U- 
lai-s,  all  Kcntuckians ;  a  finer  company 
of  men  was  nut  to  be  found  in  the 
United  States.  They  were  as  humane 
as  they  were  courageous,  lliis  was 
proved  by  their  unceasing  attention  to 
the  wounded  enemy  after  their  discom- 
fiture ;  for  during  the  night  they  kindly 
received  into  the  fort,  through  the  fatal 
port  hole  of  the  block  honse,  all  those 
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who  were  able  to  crawl  to  it;  to  those 
nnable  to  move,  they  threw  cantems 
fiUed  with  wator.  They  even  parted 
with  their  clothes  to  alleviate  the  mf 
fenngi  of  the  wounded. 

Soon  aftier  this  gallant  exploit,  which 
called  forth  the  admiration  of  the  whole 
country,  Tecumseh,  having  raised  the 
ssiege  of  Fort  Mcic^,  followed  Proctor 
to  Detroit ;  and  all  hope  was  given  up 
by  the  enemy  of  reducing  the  Ameri- 
can finrts,  until  they  could  gain  entire 
ascendancy  on  the  lake, 

Conmiodore  Peny,  in  spite  of  all  ob- 
stacles and  hindrances,  pushed  forward 
his  preparations,  and  by  the  2d  of  Au- 
gust, the  fleet  was  equipped ;  but  some 
time  was  lost  in  getting  several  of  the 
vessels  over  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor  of  Erie.  On  the  4th,  ho 
sailed  in  quest  of  the  enemy; 
but  not  meeting  him,  he  re- 
turned on  the  8th.  After  receiving  a 
reinforcement  of  sailors  brought  by 
Captain  Elliot,  he  again  sailed  on  tlie 
12tb,  and  on  the  15th  anchored  in  the 
Bay  of  Sandusky.  Here  he  took  in 
about  twenty  volunteer  marines,  and 
again  went  in  search  of  the  enemy; 
and  after  cruising  off  Maiden,  retired 
to  FuMn  Bay,  a  distance  of  thirty  miles. 
His  fleet  consisted  of  the  blig  Lawrence, 
his  flag  vessel,  of  twenty  guns;  the  Ni> 
agara,  Captain  Elliot,  of  twenty;  the 
Caledonian,  Lieutenant  Turner,  of  three ; 
the  schooner  Arlc-l,  of  four;  the  Scor- 
pion, of  two ;  the  Souiers,  of  two  guns 
and  two  swivels;  the  sloop  Trippe, 
and  schooners  Tigress  and  Porcupine, 
of  one  gun  each;  amounting  in  cdl  to 
nine  veaselS|  fifty-four  guna^  and  two 
swivels. 
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Commodore  Barclay,  who  had  here- 
tofore avoided  the  eucomiter,  soon  after 
deemed  it  pradent  to  meet  Peny^  fleet 
and  test  tiie  queetion  of  snperiority  on 
this  inland  eea.  AeQOtdhi£^y,vecy«eaiy 
on  the  inomlng  of  the  10th  of  Septem^ 
ber,  he  bore  down  upon  Perry's  squad- 
ron; which  immediately  got  imrTer 
weigh,  and  stood  out  to  meet  him. 
The  Americans  had  three  vessels  more 
than  the  liritiuh;  but  thL*  advantage 
waa  fbUy  oonnterbalanoed  by  the  »ze, 
and  the  nombor  of  gmu,  of  those  of 
the  enemy.  The  fleet  of  the  hitter  con- 
sisted of  the  Detrcat^  Commodore  Bar- 
day,  of  nineteen  gans  and  two  howit- 
zers; the  Queen  Charlotte,  Captain  Fiu- 
nis,  of  seventeen  guns ;  the  schooner 
Lady  Prevost,  Lieutenant  Buchan,  of 
thirteen  guns  and  two  howitzers;  the 
'  brig  Hunter,  of  ten  guns;  the  eloop 
little  Belt|  of  three  guus;  and  the 
schooner  Chippewa,  cf  one  gnn  and  two 
swivels ;  in  all,  oz  Teasels,  oxfy-thiee 
gona,  four  howitzers  and  two  swivels. 

About  ten  o'clock,  a  change  iti  the 
wind  to  the  southeast,  gave  the  Ameri- 
can squadron  tlie  weathergage.  Com- 
modore Perry  then  hoi«;t<»d  his  union 
jack,  having  for  a  motto,  the  dying 
words  of  the  hunented  Lawrence, 
**Doii^  Givx  VP  IBS  SHipr  It  was 
received  with  repeated  cheerings  by 
the  officers  and  crews.  And  now  hav- 
ing formed  his  line  he  bore  for  the  en- 
emy ;  who  likewise  cleared  for  action 
and  hauled  up  his  courses. 

At  a  quarter  before  twelve,  the  ene- 
my's flag  ship,  and  the  Queen  Char- 
lotte, opened  their  flre  npon  the 
Lawrence;  which  ahesnstained 
for  ten  minntesi  before  she  was  near 


enough  for  her  guns,  which  were  carron- 
ades,  to  return  it.  She  continued  to 
bear  up,  making  signala  far  tiie  other 
▼essds  to  hasfc»i  to  hor  support;  and 
at  five  minutes  before  twelve^  bronght 
her  gone  to  bear  upon  the  emmj.  The 
tremendous  fire  to  which  Perry  was  ex- 
posted,  soon  rendered  the  Lawrence  un- 
manageable; she  was  reduced  almost 
to  a  wreck;  nearly  the  whole  of  her 
crew  was  either  killed  or  wounded; 
and  the  commodore  aaw  that  he  must 
make  a  bold  movement  or  lose  the 
batde. 

linth  a  courage  and  spu  it  which  de- 
served success,  Perry  determined  to 
ahanrlon  the  Lawrence,  and  hoist  his 
flag  on  board  the  Niagara,  which  was 
then  in  the  thickest  of  the  liirlit.  Leav- 
ing  Lieutenant  Yaruall  in  the  Lawrence, 
he  hauled  down  his  inspiriting  colors, 
and  takmg  them  under  hia  arm,  gave 
ordero  to  be  put  on  board  the  ship 
where  EDiot  was  in  command.  In  quit 
ting  the  Lawrence  he  gave  his  pilot 
choice  either  to  remun  on  board,  or 
to  accompany  him;  the  faithful  fellow 
told  him  "he'd  stick  by  liim  t(>  tho 
last,"  and  jumped  into  the  boat.  Perry 
w^  off  from  the  ship  in  his  usnal  gal- 
lant manner,  standing  up  in  the  stem 
of  the  boat,  until  absolutely  pulled 
down  among  the  crew.  Broadsides 
were  levelled  at  him,  and  small  arms  dis- 
charged by  the  enemy,  two  of  wliose 
vessels  were  within  mu?ket  shot,  and  a 
third  one  nearer.  Ilid  hrave  shipmates 
who  remained  behind,  stood  watching 
him,  k  breaddess  anxiety;  the  balls 
struck  around  him  and  flew  over  his 
bead  in  every  direction;  but  the  same 
Fhividence  that  watched  over  the  he- 
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commodore  ihronghoat  this  des- 
perate luktde^  conducted  him  safely 
throTigb  a  shower  of  shot,  and  they  he- 
held  with  exultation  his  flag  hoisted  at 
the  mast  head  of  the  l^iagara.  No 
sooner  was  he  on  board,  than  Captam 
ElUot  volunteered  to  put  off  in  a  boat, 
and  bring  into  action  ihe  Bchooners 
▼liu^  liad  been  kept  astern  I17  the 
UgbtnesB  of  tbe  -wind ;  the  gallant  offer 
waa  accepted,  and  EQiot  M  tiie  Kiag- 
ara  to  put  it  in  exectriaaa. 

About  this  time  Perrv  saw,  with  srcat 
regret,  the  flag  of  the  Lawrence  cnine 
down.  The  event  was  unavoidable;  she 
had  sustained  the  whole  fury  of  the  en- 
emy, and  was  rend«red  incapable  of  de- 
fence; any  farther  show  of  reostanoe 
would  bnt  have  been  moflt  nsdesBlyi 
and  cmelly  to  have  proyoked  carnage 
among  the  relics  of  her  brave  and  man- 
gled crew.  The  enemy,  however,  were 
not  able  to  take  possession  of  her,  and 
subsequent  circumstancea  enabled  her 
again  to  hoist  her  flag. 

Commodore  Perry  now  made  sdgnal 
for  close  action,  and  the  small  vessels 
got  out  their  sweeps  and  made  all  sail. 
Finding  that  the  Niagara  was  but  little 
injured,  lie  determined,  if  possil)le,  to 
break  the  enemy's  lino.  He  accord- 
ingly bore  up  and  pa^ssed  ahead  of  tlie 
two  ships  and  brig,  giving  them  a  rak- 
ing Are  from  bis  Btarbo«rd  guns,  and 
also  to  a  large  schooner  and  sloop  from 
bis  larboard  ade,  at  balf  pistol 
shot.  Having  passed  the  whole 
tsquadron,  he  luffed  up  and  laid  his  ship 
alongside  the  British  commodore.  The 
Binaller  ve<*sels,  under  the  direction  of 
Captain  Elliot,  having,  in  the  mean 
time,  got  within  grape  and  canister  dis- 


tance, and  Iceeping  up  a  welldiieeted 

fire,  the  whole  of  the  enemy  struck,  ez 
cepting  the  Little  Belt  and  Chippewa, 
which  attempted  to  escape,  l)ut  were 
pursued  by  two  guuLoats  and  tak(ui. 

The  enga£remeiit  lasted  three  hours, 
and  never  was  a  victory  more  decisive 
and  complete.  The  carnage  was  fear- 
ful ;  the  Americans  baTing  lost  twenty- 
seven  killed,  and  ninety-eiz  wounded; 
and  the  Brittab  foitv-ono  killed,  and 
nine(y''£>iir wounded;  Commodore  Bar- 
clay was  among  the  latter.  Perry,  who 
was  unhurt,  immediately  sent  a  dis- 
patch to  General  Harrison,  which,  for 
its  brevity  and  point,  is  well  worth 
quoting  :— 

^onnecmordflvedbismento  die* 
monnt^  and  leadii^  ibem  np  a  second 
time,  succeeded,  after  a  desperate  con- 
test, in  breaking  through  the  line  of 
the  Indians  and  gaining  their  rear. 
Notwithstanding  this,  and  the  desper- 
ate nature  of  their  position,  the  Indi- 
ans were  unwilling  to  yield  the  day ; 

Directly  after,  he  forwarded 


IMS. 


1813. 


an 


equally  terse  but  expressive  communi- 
cation to  tbe  secretary  of  tbe  navy. 
It  baa  pleased  tbe  Almigh^ 
give  to  the  arms  of  the  United 


saying,** 


to 

States  a  .signal  victory  over  their  ene- 
mies on  this  lake."  The  next  day,  he 
sent  a  more  full  account  of  tlie  battle, 
in  wliich  he  spoke,  in  fitting  terms,  of 
the  bravery  of  Captain  Elliot,  and  of 
the  offieen  and  men  in  general.*  Botb 


*  A  good  dad  of  Twy  uaplcaaant  discuarion  and  ill 
humor  was  subscqucntiy  manifcstod  on  the  question  aa 
to  tfaa  nUttra  mcrita  of  Pwrjr  and  £lliot  in  obtaining 
thti  ftnonitklBiy.  SMaiVtmlikMibfthopartisani 
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Pexiy  and  EDiot  snbaeqnently  reodved 
gold  medab  from  Congreaa,  and  suitable 
rewards  were  bestoved  upon  tlie  other 
brave  (lefcadeiBofthdr  country's  rights 

and  honor. 

It  would  be  nnjust  to  Perry  not  to 
make  mention  of  the  fuct,  that  his  ti-eat- 
ment  of  the  British  prisoners  was  <!onT^ 
teons  and  considerate  to  the  highest 
decree;  and  the  IkigliBh  commander  is 
said  to  have  declared,  that  "the  oonduct 
of  CommodiMre  Peny  towards  the  cap- 
tain, officers,  and  men,  was  salB&ctent, 
of  itself,  to  immortalize  him." 

The  results  of  this  victory  were  iii- 
stantuueous  and  of  the  first  cousc- 
ice.  It  had  heen  won  by  a  sguad- 


lilt. 


Indians  were  snpplied  with  provisSona^ 
and  to  land  any  force  they  chose  in  his 
rear,  and  entirely  cut  him  off  from 
Kingston  and  York.  Abandoning, 
therefore,  and  destroying  all  his  forti- 
fied posts  beyond  the  Grand  River, 
Proctor  commenced  a  retreat  at  once, 
accompanied  hj  Teemnsdi  and  his  In- 
dians, Tecamseh  not  deserting  lus  aUies, 


of  the  two  commanders ;  Perry  spoke  disparaginglr 
nf  Elliot;  Elliot  recriminated,  and  in  1018,  challenged 
Pf  rry,  wlio  refused  to  meet  him ;  etc  The  reader  who 
dcsirra  to  look  into  tlic  details,  must  consult  the  respect' 
ive'Bvtt  of  Pi-rry  and  of  Elliot,  with  which  may  1^ 
compared  the  full  and  accurate  narration,  io  CooiMir's 
"Jiatal  JTittory,"  toL  iL,  pp.  189-199. 


now  that  victory  had  tnmed  against 
them;  although  almost  all  the  Other 
Indians  ahmptly  left  the  camp. 

As  Roon  m  Proctor's  attempt  upon 
Sandusky  was  known,  Governor  Meigs 
of  Ohio,  ordered  a  le\'y  in  muss  of  the 
whole  militia  of  the  state ;  so  that  when 
Pmy*s  Tictoiy  had  given  to  the  United 
States  the  command  of  Lake  Erie»  there 
was  an  amy  ready  to  turn  the  advanr 
tage  ihns  aeqiured  to  the  best  aoconnt 
Part  of  the  prises  and  ]>art  of  his  sqnad- 
ron  PeiTy  now  employed  n«  transports^ 
and  twplve  hundred  of  llarri- 
sou'ts  lri>u|jti  were  without  delay 
carried  over  to  Canada,  where,  on  the 
28d  <tf  September,  they  took  posseHnon 
'of  Ablden,  whicli  had  heea  deserted 
and  dumantled.  Detroit  was  next  re- 
covered, on  the  27th ;  and  there  Colo- 
nel Johnson's  regiment  of  mounted  ri- 
fles joined  the  expedition,  which  was 
the  more  welcome,  because  Proctor  had 
driven  off  all  the  horses  of  the  country, 
to  prevent  pursuit. 

Two  days  snfficed  for  the  restoratkm 
of  tiie  state  anthorities  and  government 
at  the  capital  of  SiCchigan,  and  then  tiie 
Americans  hastened  to  foUow  the  trail 
of  their  flying  enemy.  Perry's  squad- 
ron now  atteiidetl  the  march  of  the 
army  with  snpy  li  -^,  aud  all  needful  aid 
for  its  rapid  itdvance,  while  the  British, 
aknoststarvingftoOedthnnigh  wretched 
roads  and  dreary  forests.  On  the  4th 
of  October,  Harrison  came  up  with  the 
British  rear,  and  succeeded  in  capturing 
nearly  all  their  stores.  Unable  to  re- 
treat farther  in  any  thing  like  military 
atTay,  Proctor  had  now  no  alternative 
})ut  to  endeavor  to  check  the  Ameri 
cans  by  a  general  battle ;  and  for  this 
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parpom  he  took  xsp  a  poeition  at  tiw 
Uioravian  village  on  the  Ihamea.* 

General  Harrison's  force  was  abont 
three  tbousmul  men,  including  the  re- 
doubtable maik'^mcn  of  Kentucky  and 
Ohio.  Proctor  nmnl*  red  something 
over  two  thousand,  ot  whom  twelve  to 
fourteen  hundred  were  Indians.  His 
foarae  too^  it  Is  &ir  to  rememher,  was 
diaooun^  and  disarrBOged  hf  aforeed 
Tetreat ;  Harrison's  flushed  with  antici- 
{»ations  of  victory,  and  with  the  ezcite> 
ment  of  pursuit.f 

The  British  general  drew  up  his 
forces  across  a  noiTOW  strip  of  land  cov- 
ered with  beech  tre^,  flanked  on  one 
side  by  a  swamp,  and  on  the  other  by 
the  river ;  th«r  left  resting  on  the  river, 
supported  by  the  hugar  portkm  ol  their 
artillery,  and  their  right  OH  the  SWSXnp. 
Still  fivther  to  the  right  ttud  near  an- 
other mora"??,  the  Indians  were  placed 
under  Tecumseli.  The  position  was  well 
chosen ;  but  Proctor  was  guilty  of  an 
error  in  drawing  up  his  ti-oops  "in  open 
(nder,"  a  mode  of  umef  hadlj  ealeo- 
Isted  to  resist  a  chsige  of  eavalry. 
Harrison  drew  up  his  troops  in  battle 
order,  and,  on  the  5th  of  October,  the 
fight  <»mmenccd,  with  the  enemy  de- 
livering  their  fire  upon  the  advanced 
corps,  about  two  hundied  yards  dis- 
tant. This  was  the  signal  for  Johnson's 
mounted  rifles^  to  charge,  wiiich  they 


•  For  a  more  IbH  and  detailed  account  of  th<>  hstUo 
«f  the  Thames,  see  iT Aloe's  "History  of  the  ImU 
War  in  tha  Watern  Country^  pp.  3S0-9a 

t  Armstrong;  who  manifests  strong  ilislikc  toivnHs 
Barrison,  makes  some  eerere remarks  on  hi»  thini  cam- 
paign, wliicli  the  reader  may  find  worlh  looking  into. 
Sec  his  "  N<tao«$  ^  th»  Wm  if  1812,''  vk 
176-184 


ai7 

did  witii  an  Imp^osity  and  fnry  that 

were  irresistible.  They  charged  com- 
]detdiy  through  the  British  line,  which 
was  broken  and  routed  beyond  all  jk)*^ 
sibility  of  recovery.  Proctor  inglori- 
ously  fled  at  this  point,  and  though 
hotly  pursued,  managed  to  escape  with 
a  few  followers. 

On  the  1^  the  battle  was  more  se- 
rious and  more  warady  contested.  The 
galllDg  fire  of  Tecumseh  and  the  Indi- 
ans did  not  check  the  advance  of  the 
American  columns ;  but  the  charge  was 
not  successful,  from  the  miry  character 
of  the  soil  and  the  number  and  close- 
ness of  the  thickets  vrhich  covered  it 
In  these  <innmstsnce8)  Colonel 
Johnson  ordered  his  men  to  dls- 
moont^  and  leading  them  np  a  seoond 
time,  succeeded,  after  a  desperate  con- 
test, in  breaking  through  the  lute  of 
the  Indians  and  gaining  their  rear. 
Notwithstanding  this,  and  the  desper- 
ate nature  of  their  pof?itioTi,  the  Indi- 
ans were  anwiUing  to  yield  the  day ; 
and  qmoUy  edleetiog  principal 
strength  on  the  r^ht,  attempted  to 
penetrate  the  line  of  m&ntiy  com- 
manded by  General  Desha.  At  first 
they  made  an  impression  on  it*  but 
they  were  soon  repulsed  by  the  aid  of 
a  regiment  of  Kentucky  vohinteers  led 
on  by  the  aged  Governor  Slielliy,  who 
had  been  posted  at  the  angle  formed 
by  the  front  line  and  Desha's  division. 
Ilie  combat  now  raged  witii  incressing 
fury,  and  the  Indiraa,  to  the  nnmber 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  hundred,  seemed 
determined  to  maintain  their  ground  to 
the  last.  The  terrible  tones  of  Tecum- 
seh could  be  distinctly  heard,  encourag- 
ing his  warriors;  and  although  b^t 
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on  every  side  except'  tiiat  of  the  mo- 
raas,  iJiey  fong^t  vitk  a  courage  and 

determination  worthy  of  a  better  canse. 
Johnson,  dashing  into  the  thickest  of 
the  fight,  was  a  conspicuous  oTiject  on 
his  whit«  hoi-se;  some  authorities  stato, 
it  was  lie  ^vhu  killed  Tecumseli ;  but, 
however  this  may  be,  it  waa  not  long 
ere  he  fen  to  the  ground  severely 
wounded.  Though  Teemnsdi  was  shun 
in  the  melit,  his  deroted  MIowen  hept 
np  the  straggle  for  an  hour  later,  hnt 
at  last  gave  way  on  all  sides.* 

Seventeen  of  the  Americans  were 
killed  and  thirty  wounded ;  the  Brit- 
ish lost  nineteen  killed,  fifty  wounded, 
and  about  six  hundred  prisonere ;  and 
a  hundred  end  twenty  Indians  were 
left  dead  on  the  field.  Among  the 
trophies  of  the  victory,  were  several 
cannons  originally  captured  at  Saratoga 
and  York  from  the  British,  which  had 
been  surrendered  by  Hull,  at  Detroit, 
and  were,  by  this  good  fortune,  regained. 
With  a  noble  spirit  of  returning  good 
for  evil,  the  prisoners  were,  without 
exception,  treated  hnmanely  and  justly, 
although  the  memories  of  liie  massacre 
at  the  Rivep  Kaisin  were  vivid,  and 
'  might  have  seemed  to  furnish  justificap 
tion  for  acts  of  severity  and  retaliation. 
Colonel  Lewis  Cass  was  left  at  Detroit, 

*  TeenmMVt  ftU  imlEe  coDipletely  the  spirit  of  re- 

Bistancc  on  the  part  of  tlic  Indi.-iti.^.    He  bad  been  ia 
neftriy  everj  battle  with  the  whites,  nnce  Htuincr'ji ' 
defeatfa  17*1,  uul  wis  tin  wd  of  flw  qipadtlon  to 

tlie  United  States.  As  he  lay  stretched  in  death  on 
the  lickl  of  battlo,  the  officers  and  soldien  surrey ed  bis 
■tam  and  bMiglhiy  fatoras  with  ptai  iBtral^  fbr  h* 
was  majestic  in  stature,  and  terrlWe  crcn  then  fo  'r  rk 
upon.  We  are  Borrj  to  say,  that  some  of  the  Kcn- 
tadduB  digimd  themaelveB  iifiMiiMimn|£  tniMgni. 
ties  on  bis  dead  bo^,  HswwMdps^aodollMinrise 
disflgitred. 


[Be.  V, 

shortly  afterwards  to  be  governor  of 
the  recovered  Temtory  of  Hichigan ; 
the  Kcntncky  Tolnnteers  were  dismissed, 
and  Harrison,  towards  the  close  of  Oc- 
tober, finding  that  he  could  not  make 
any  atteinjit  to  recover  Mackinaw, 
hai^tened  his  ])reparations  to  join  in 
the  invasion  of  Canada  iioui  Jiuiiulo; 
to  which  place  he  transported  above 
twelve  hnndred  his  men,  to  ran- 
force  the  army  of  the  centre  there. 

On  the  same  day  that  Proctor  was 
defeated  on  the  Thames,  six  British 
schooner!?,  having  on  board  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  soldiers,  proceeding  from 
York  to  Kingston,  without  con  v<  >}-,  were 
captured  by  Chauncey,  on  Lake  j^^jp^ 
Ontario.  These  repeated  losses, 
eonpled  with  the  alarming  intelligence 
received  at  the  same  time  of  great 
preparations  for  a  general  inva?it>n  of 
Lower  Canada,  made  Sir  George  Pre- 
vost  wisely  determine  it  to  lie  impos- 
sible to  continue  any  longer  the  invests 
ment  of  Fort  George ;  and  the  siege 
was  accordingly  nused  a  few  days  later. 
The  retreat  was  eondncted  in  an  orderly 
manner,  and  the  Britkh  took  post  at 
Burlington  Heights,  where  Proctor, 
with  those  who  had  fled  with  him, 
poon  after  joined  tliem,  making  the 
entire  ff^rce  -ibont  fiffpfn  hundred. 
Having  been  diiven  from  the  territory 
westward  of  the  River  Thames,  the 
British  were,  necessarily,  in  a  great  de- 
gree, cnt  off  from  ihdr  Indian  allies, 
with  whom  they  now  could  maintain 
no  communication,  but  by  the  distant 
and  isolated  fort  of  Michilimaekinaf^  <« 
Mackinaw,  on  Lake  Huron;  an  advan- 
tage of  no  small  moment  to  rmr  country- 
men for  the  future  progress  of  the  wan 
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General  Armstrong,  the  new  secre- 
tary of  war,  (p.  179,)  had  effected 
Bome  changes  in  the  unitary  arrange- 
ments for  carrying  forward  hostilitiee 
against  the  enemy.  Gene  ra!  Dearborn, 
as  we  have  noted,  (p.  190,)  retired  from 
the  service,  and  General  Wilkinson  was 
placed  at  the  head  of  the  army  of  the 
centre.  This  officer,  re.^pecting  whose 
character  considerable  difference  of 
opinion  existed,  was  entrusted  by  the 
aeeretazy  of  war  with  the  important 
daty  of  following  np  the  brilliant  ano* 
cesses  of  Party  and  Harrison,  and 
though  the  season  was  far  advanced,  it 
was  confidently  expected  that  he  would 
be  able  to  mai'ch  at  once  to  Montreal, 
and  establish  his  winter  quarters  there. 
The  force  under  his  command  on  the 
Niagara,  amounted  to  eight  thousand 
regulars,  bedde  the  troops  nnder  Ibae- 
risen,  wliidi  joined  him  at  the  dose  of 
October.  General  Hampton  was  in 
command  of  the  army  of  the  north, 
then  encamped  at  Platt.sburg,  on  Lake 
Champlain,  niul  amounting  to  about 
four  thousand  men.  As  the  sea.son  for 
military  operations  was  rapidly  draw- 
ing to  a  close,  it  was  important  that  no 
time  should  be  lost^  and  meas- 
nres  were  immediatdy  taken  for 
carrying  into  effect  the  projected  inva- 
sion of  Lower  Canada.  The  outline  of 
the  plan  which  had  been  adopted,  vrm] 
to  descend  the  St.  Lawrence,  passing 
the  British  posts  without  attempting 
their  capture ;  to  form  a  junction  with 
General  Hampton,  at  some  designated 
point  on  the  river;  and  then,  with  the 
united  forces  to  prooeed  to  the  Jslsnd 
of  Montreal.  After  which,  to  use  Wil- 
kinson's flowery  langnage,  their  artil- 


lery,  bayonets,  and  swoi  ds,  must  secure 
them  a  triumph,  or  provide  for  them 
honorable  graves." 

Sneh,  however,  were  the  diffienldes 
attending  the  concentration  of  the 
troops,  such  the  want  of  preparation, 
notwithstanding  all  that  had  l>een  said 
on  the  subject,  that,  not  till  the  begin- 
ning of  November,  could  Wilkinson 
get  the  flotilla,  in  which  his  troops  were 
embarked,  under  way.  French  Creek 
was  made  the  general  rendesvoos  fbr 
the  troops  after  their  entrance  uito  the 
St  Lawrence,  and  General  Brown  was 
sent  forward  to  take  the  chief  com- 
mand. On  the  2d  of  November,  Com- 
modore Chauncey  took  position  in  the 
St  Lawrence,  near  French  Credk,  so  as 
to  command  the  north  and  south  chan- 
nels. The  enemy,  who  were  vigilant 
and  active,  attacked  icke  detachment 
nnder  General  Brown ;  bnt  to  no  great 
effect  On  the  6th,  the  army  was  em- 
barked on  the  river,  and  in  the  even- 
ing landed  a  few  miles  above  the  Brit- 
ish Fort  Prescott.  An  attempt  was 
made  the  same  night,  under  cover  of 
the  fog  and  the  darkness,  to  pass  the 
fort  with  the  flotilla  unobserved ;  bnt  a 
change  in  the  weather  escposed  General ' 
Brown's  movement  to  the  oiemy.  A 
severe  cannonade  of  three  hoois  was 
kept  np ;  nevertheless,  out  of  three 
hundred  boats,  not  one  suffered  the 
slightest  injury;  and  before  ten  o'clock 
of  the  next  day,  they  had  all  safely 
arrived  at  the  place  of  destination.  A 
messenger  was  now  dispatched  to  Gen- 
eral Hampton,  informing  him  <^  the 
movements  of  the  amy,  and  reqniring 
his  c(>oj)eration. 

The  British  commander,  antidpstiitg 
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the  designs  of  tiie  Americans^  had  oiv 
dered  a  corps  of  obserration,  from 
Kingston,  to  follow  the  moTements  of 
j^j^  Wilkinson's  army.  At  every 
convenient  point-,  parties  of  the 
enemy  were  btatioued  along  the  Cana> 
diau  tiliore  U)  annoy  and  hinder  the 
progress  of  the  iuvadiug  force.  On 
the  7th  of  Kovember,  Colonel  Hacomb 
was  dispatdied  with  twelve  hundred 
men  to  remove  obstrnotlcnia  to  the  de- 
scent of  the  amy,  and  disperse  the 
militia  of  the  enemy ;  and  on  the  8th, 
General  Brown,  with  his  brigade,  rein- 
forced Macomb,  and  took  command  of 
the  advance  corps.  On  the  10th,  liav- 
ing  arrived  at  a  dangerous  rapid,  called 
the  Zongw  8auU^  General  Brown  con- 
tianed  ^e  advance  with  cantion  and 
vigilance,  while  General  Boyd  was  sent 
against  the  British  and  IndianS|  who 
were  harassing  the  rear  of  the  expe- 
dition. General  Wilkinson  wa?  con- 
fined to  his  boat  by  severe  indisposi- 
tion.* 

The  next  morning,  when  the  flotilla 
was  about  to  proceed  down  the  rapid 
from  WiUiamsboi^f  alam  was  given 
that  the  British  were  advancing  in  col- 
umn. The  enemy^s  galleys  were  at  the 
same  time  coming  down  for  the  purpose 
of  assailing  the  rear  of  the  flotilla. 
General  Boyd  having  received  orders 
to  attack  the  foe,  now  led  on  his  de- 
tachment formed  in  three  columns,  and 
directed  a  p£u*t  of  Geneval  Swartwontis 
brigade  to  move  forward  and  bring  the 
enemy  into  action.  Colonel  Biplej, 
aoconliogly,  at  the  head  of  the  twenty- 


*  AnustroDg,  (vol.  !!.,  p.  211,)  gives  the  eridetiM  to 
prove  tbkt  Wilkinson  was  frequently  intoiiaitod. 


first  regiment^  passed  the  wood  which 
skirts  the  open  ground  called  Ghiyst* 

ler's  Field,  and  drove  in  several  of  the 
enemy's  parties.  General  Covington 
had,  before  this,  advanced  upon  the 
right,  where  the  enemy's  artillery  wa.=? 
posted;  and  at  the  moment  that  Colo- 
nel Kipley  had  assailed  the  leU  llunk, 
he  forced  the  ng^t  by  a  determined  on^ 
set.  Success  appeared  scarcely  doubt* 
fill,  when,  nnfortnnatdy,  General  Cov- 
ington, whose  activity  had  rendered 
him  conspicnons,  became  a  mark  &r 
the  sharpshooters  which  the  enemy 
had  stationed  in  Chrystler  s  hou.>e,  and 
wiis  shot  from  his  horse.  Notwith- 
standing his  fall,  the  action  was  sus- 
tained with  great  bravery  for  more 
than  two  hours,  when,  by  a  movement 
of  the  British,  the  American  inftntiy, 
who  had  been  left  to  cover  their  re- 
treat, were  dislodged,  and  both  parties 
retired  from  the  field,  the  enemy  to 
their  camp,  and  the  Americans  to  their 
boats. 

According  to  Wilkinson's  official  re- 
port)  the  force  engaged  amounted  to 
about  seventeen  bundled;  the  British 

probably  numbered  nearly  the  same, 
and  had  the  immense  advantage  of  be- 
ing regular,  disciplined  troops.  The 
American  loss  was  over  a  hundred 
killed,  and  more  than  two  hundred 
wounded.  The  loss  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  was  probably  not  much  if  any 
less. 

The  following  day,  the  army  pro- 
ceeded on  its  route,  and  joined  the 
advance  under  General  Brown,  at  the 

foot  of  the  rapid,  near  Barn- 
hart.  It  was  here  that  Wil- 
kinson received,  to  his  "unspeakable 
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mordflcaliuu  and  raipiiBe,'*  as  he  states, 
infornmtion  from  Genei-al  Hampton, 
that  he  should  not  effect  tlie  junction 
which  had  been  ordered  to  take  place 
at  St.  Kegls.  The  reason  which  he 
gave  was,  the  scantineaa  of  Wilkinson's 
provisioua,  and  ihe  bad  eonditton  of 
the  roads  to  St  Begia.  He  intimated, 
however,  that  he  had  determined  to 
open  A  commanication  with  the  St. 
Lawrence  at  Caghnawagn,  and  would 
join  Wilkinson  lower  down  the  river. 

General  Hampton,  between  whom 
and  General  Wilkinson  very  cordial 
dislike  and  perpetual  jealooay  existed, 
seems  to  have  thoiight  it  lieet  to  proceed 
in  his  own  way,  with  reference  to  the 
contemplated  attempt  on  MontreaL  Ac- 
cordingly, he  marched  to  Chat^angay 
at  the  close  of  Sept<.Muber,  wlieru  lie 
waited  for  several  weeks  for 
further  news  from  Wilkinson, 
and  to  the  discouragement  of  the  troops 
nnder  his  command.  The  Britnh  gen- 
eral had  collected  all  his  force  to  op- 
pose Aonptoa^  advance.  Leavii^  his 
encampment  on  the  20th  of  October, 
llninpton  crossed  the  line  and  proceed- 
ed down  the  Chateaugay  River  to 
Urmstown.  Here  he  ascertained  that 
the  British,  about  six  hundred  strong, 
occupied  a  position  six  miles  below 
hiui,  on  his  route  to  MontreaL  For 
the  purpose  of  diapersmg  the  enemy, 
who  had  ohstmcted  the  road  by  fallen 
timbers,  and  ambuscades  of  militia  and 
Indians,  Colonel  Purdy,  on  the  25  th 
of  October,  "was  ordered  to  oro^s  the 
river  and  march  down  on  the  opposite 
side,  until  he  should  have  passed  the 
enemy,  when  he  was  to  ren^ross  and 
attack  him  in  his  rear;  whilst  the 


IMS. 


brigade  under  General  Izard  was  to 
assail  him  in  front.  Purdy  accordingly 
crossed  the  river,  bit  misled  by  the 
guides,  he  had  not  marched  fur,  when 
his  orders  were  countermanded.  Oa 
his  return,  he  was  attacked  by  the 
enemy's  infantry  and  Indiana,  and  re> 
pelled  them,  after  a  short  contest,  in 
which  they  threw  his  column,  for  ji 
time^  into  great  ocmfinioD.  At  the 
same  momont  they  came  out  of  their 
works  in  front,  and  attacked  General 
Izard,  but  soon  after  retired  behind 
their  defences.  General  Hampton, 
now  receiving  information  that  the 
enemy  were  obtaining  accesuoiis  con- 
tinually, resolTcd,  by  the  advice  of 
his  oflScers,  1  »  retreat  to  the  position 
which  he  had  occnioed  some  days  be- 
fore, at  Cliateanp;!>y  Fotir  Comers,  at 
which  place  he  arrived  on  the  last  day 
of  the  month. 

Some  days  later,  Hampton,  iu  reply 
to  Willdnson^s  call  for  a  junction  with 
him  at  St  Begis,  (which  was  aboat 
twenty-five  miles  dii^ant,)  sent  the  an- 
swer which  we  have  stated  above.  On 
the  receipt  of  this  communication,  a 
council  of  the  principal  oflBcers  was 
called  by  General  Wilkinson,  at  which 
it  was  determined,  that  the  objects  of 
the  campaign  were  no  longer  attain- 
able. It  was  therefore  resolved,  that 
the  army  should  quit  the  Canadian 
side  of  the  Si  Lawrence,  and  retire 
into  winter  qnartei's  at  French  Mills,  on 
Salmon  Kiver.  General  Hampton,  with 
hb  troops,  soon  after  retired  to  Platts- 
bnrg  for  the  same  purpose.  He  was 
loudly  censured  by  the  popular  voice 
for  his  share  iu  the  failure  of  the  at- 
tempt on  Ifontreal,  and  soon  after,  on 
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the  plea  of  indisposition,  resigned  his 
commission,  General  Izard  being  hig 
8Uc<;essor  ut  Plattsburg.  As 
for  Wilkinson,  he  fai*ed  little 
better  in  public  estimsticmi  and  His 
cx>itrse  was  sharply  mtidaed  and  con- 
demned  *  He  was  afterwards  brought 
tf)  trial,  but  acquitted  by  the  court. 
Probably,  had  he  been  in  better  health, 
and  not  so  dilatory  and  slow  in  his 
movements;  had  General  Armstrong 
kot  iut<;rfered  by  being  persouaiiy  pres- 
ent at  Sackett^s  Harbor,  to  oversee  the 
operations  of  the  campaign ;  and  bad 
General  Hamptcm  promptly  obeyed 
the  ordci-s  he  received;  tbe  resolt  of 
the  expedition  woold  have  been  quite 
different ;  and  the  opponent  of  the  war 
would  not  have  been  able  to  triumph 
in  pointing  to  so  great  a  preparation 
resulting  iii  bo  dissgraceful  a  conclusion. 

The  iU  oonsequenees  of  "ViliUdnson's 
leanng  a  large  force  in  the  rear,  and 
withdrawing  the  troops  from  the  TsdBg- 
ara^  soon  began  to  be  felt.  General 
Harrison  reached  Bufl&ilo  in  October, 
some  days  after  the  departure  of  AVil- 
kin.<on ;  and,  although  directed  to  fol- 
low inunediatoly,  he  wjis  compelled  to 
wait  until  some  time  in  November,  iu 
consequence  of  1^  deicifflieycf  trans- 
poiiB.  It  was  not  until  G«aieral  "Wil- 
kinson  had  gone  into  winter  quarters 
that  Harrison  embarked;  orders  hav- 
ing previously  been  sent  for  hira  to  re- 
nuuu  at  Buffalo,  which  unfortunately 
did  not  arrive  until  after  his  departure. 
Colonel  Scott  remained  in  command  at 


•  See  AnurtroDg*!  *'2ruiea  ^ObWot^  1  Si 2, " 


Fort  George  until  the  12th  of  October, 
when  he  left  with  the  regulai"  troops 
for  Suckett'ji  ilarbor.  General  ISrClure 
then  took  command,  hb  force  consisting 
entirely  of  militia,  whose  term  of  ser* 
vice  had  nearly  expired.  Seodving 
intelligence  that  the  enemy  was  ap 
proaching  him,  M*Clure,  on  the  10th 
of  December,  removed  his  stores,  des* 
troyed  the  fort,  and,  acting  upon  the 
views  of  the  council  of  war,  set  fire  to 
the  village  of  Newark,  "ieaviiig  the 
wretched  inhabitants,"  says  IngersoU, 
"including  more  than  four  hundred 
women  and  children,  to  the  accumn 
latcd  hon  ors  of  famine  and  a  Canadian 
winter.*  Nor  was  that  alL  After 
M'Clure  retreated  over  the  river,  and 
took  shelter  in  Fort  Niagara,  pcrci  iv- 
iug  the  enemy  in  considerable  force  on 
the  opposite  side  deprived  of  a  shelter 
at  Fort  George^  and  therefore  seekiDg 
it  at  Queenstown,  lITOlure  had  red  hot 
shot  fired  at  that  place,  to  deprive  them 
of  shelter  there  also," 

Availing  himself  of  the  Indignation 
excited  l)y  the  <le?trnction  of  Newark, 
Colonel  Minray,  at  daylight^  on  the 
19th  of  December,  carried  Fort  Niag- 
ara by  surprise ;  his  force  con- 
asted  of  about  fbur  hundred 
regulars,  militia,  and  Indians;  and  the 
garrison,  nearly  three  hundred  in  num- 
ber, and  principally  on  the  sick  list, 
was  put  to  the  sword.  Not  more  than 
twenty  elbcted  their  escape.  Thecom- 


*  Ibis  act  was  |»roniptly  disayowed  by  tbe  gorerup 
mcnt;  bat  the  BritiBh  not  onlj  did  not  wait  a  mo* 
m€Qt,  when  relaliatioD  was  in  their  reach,  but  ako 
imdc  the  b<miqgorK«*aric  «  pretext  for  sulneiiaent 
outrage  on  our  town*  and  dtiea  in  every  pact  of  the 
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manding  officer,  Captain  Leonard,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  shamefolly  negli- 
gent, 80  muck  so  as  to  have  been  charged 
with  having  been  bought  by  the  enemy. 
He  WM  abseot  at  the  time,  and  had  used 
DO  precautions  aguost  so  asBaitlt,  Hav- 
ing possessed  themselves  of  this  post, 
the  British  fioon  after  increase^  theii' 
force,  and  began  to  lay  waste  the  Niag- 
ara frontier  with  tire  and  sword.  Ma- 
jor Bennet  niude  a  spiiited  attempt  to 
defend  Lewistown,  which  was  attacked 
by  the  British  under  General  BaaU; 
but  after  maintaining  his  ground  for 
some  time,  was  at  hut  compelled  to 
retreat  Major  Mallory,  from  Sehkis- 
ser,  with  forty  Canadian  volunteers, 
made  a  gallant  resistance.  Bnt  tlie 
exertions  of  a  few  scattered  troops 
were  ineflectual  acrainst  a  large  body 
of  British  regulars  uud  seven  hundred 
Indians.  They  laid  waste  LewkAowo, 
Manehester,  and  the  Ttaacarora  villages. 

General  Hall  advanced  from  Batavia 
with  all  the  forces  which  he  could  col- 
lect, for  the  defence  of  the  frontier. 
On  the  night  of  the  29th  of  Decem- 
ber, the  British,  under  General  Riall, 
crossed  at  Black  Rock.  Owing  to  the 
doikness  of  the  night,  the  militia  were 
onahle  to  repake  tbdr  attadcs.  Geor 
eral  Hall  arrived  from  Boffido  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  30th;  at  the  same 
time  A  laige  division  of  British  and  In- 
dians were  crossing  the  river.  The 
Americans  poured  a  destructive  fire 
upon  them  in  their  boats,  but  they  re- 
pulsed them  and  eflected  a  landing. 
They  commenced  a  spirited  attack 
upon  the  Americans  under  General 
Hall,  who  was  drivm  from  his  bat> 


terles  and  pui-sued  to  Buffalo,  a  distanee 
of  two  miles.  Here  Hall  attempted 
again  to  face  them ;  when,  of  two  thou- 
sand mlfitia,  only  six  hundred  oonld  be 
previuled  npon  to  stand  their  ground. 
They  fled  to  the  woods,  and  many  of 
them  were  cut  off  in  the  pursuit.  The 
villages  of  Bufi^o  and  Black  Bode  were 
set  on  fire  the  same  day,  and  the  whole 
frontier,  for  many  mllen,  exhibited  a 
scene  of  ruin  and  devastation. 

And  thus  the  year  1813  ended,  with 
some  eonaoktiona,  but  more  disappcant- 
ments.  Harrison,  Perry,  Jackson,  these 
had  done  well  fbr  their  oonntryVi  in- 
terests; bnt  the  failure  and  disgrace 
of  the  attempts  on  Canada  were  mor- 
tifying in  the  extreme.  Great  Britain 
vrtm  angered  and  almost  furious,  and 
the  war  hencefoilh  promised  to  be  on© 
of  savage  inroads  and  ruthless  destruc- 
tion, ^e  was  rieh,  powerful,  haughty; 
the  United  States  were  harassed  and 
petplezed  In  respect  to  finances,  carry- 
ing on  the  contest  at  a  ruinous  mte  of 
expense,  and  learning  only  by  bitter 
experience  how  to  make  head  against 
their  overbearing  enemy.  Yet,  our 
countrymen  had  no  thought  of  yield- 
ing on  any  but  honorable  terms,  and 
the  spirit  of  the  ezecntive  and  the 
legislatare  was  displayed  to  this  effect, 
when  CongresB  met  early  in  December. 
Bnt  we  must  defer  to  our  next  chapter 
an  account  of  the  doings  of  Qoog^KOi 
at  this  important  juncture  in  our  conn- 
try's  history.* 


whv  WW0  ranoftd  ti|^  dtilii  daring 

the  present  year,  we  may  note,  Dr.  Bcnjanun  Riisli, 
aged  8iztj-«igbt,  and  Bobort  B.  linngstoo,  ugid  aizty. 
iix, 
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Congres*  In  wwion,  PcocmW,  1818 — 8ub»t«rrp  nf  t>-<  pr—irtcnl's  mpR<ac;e — Em^rgo  kid  — Proceedings  of  Coo- 
gr«83 — WcbBter  ami  Calbonn  —  Propoaal  to  esiUliiiaii  a  Bank  of  the  United  SUte>  —  Unsuccessful  —  Op«iujtg 
profpt'cU  cf  the  cnynpnigQ  of  1S14  —  Change  of  policy  oa  t)>e  pait  of  Btaglaild— Opostions  on  th«  northcni 
frontier  under  WilkinMxn— Tke  affair  at  Ia  Cdle  liill—  WilldnaoB  Hupcndad  from  ooaunnDd— Movcomla  en 
Lake  Champlaln  —  Attack  on  Oswego — Bridih  eanght  in  an  amboacn^  at  Sandy  Oedc— ChuiaMy  on  tuVt 
OnUrio  —  Brilish  rcpulwd  at  the  Thamfs  by  CApUin  IJoInici!  —  Gfntrol  Brown  detcnnlnes  to  attack  tlie  enemy 
under  General  Biall — Hie  battle  of  Cliippewa — Soott  and  hia  officers  and  men  —  Rewltsof  the  battle — Brown 
■df«HwtoatlukBla]lui4I>rmBniioad->fMiMdm«f  battle  «rBridgew»ter.  or  LmdT^IiiM^ 

Scott,  Uillcr,  Jesenp,  and  otber  heroes  —  Brayery  of  our  troops  —  Tlie  eannon  aliamloned  by  Ripley  —  Brown's 
Tezation  —  General  Gaines  in  command  at  Fort  Erie — The  British  assault  the  fort  —  Repulsed  —  Siege  and  slur 
mishes  —  Brilliant  sortie  against  the  enemy's  batteries — The  BriUsh  on  the  northern  sea  coast  —  HarbafftUodK- 
aded,  property  destroyed,  etc — East  port  seised  —  Attack  on  Stonington — The  British  enter  the  PcDobecot— 
Plattaburg  and  Lake  Champlain  —  The  enemy's  morementa — Maeomb's  and  M'Donougk's  victory  —  Conclusion 
of  the  campaign— Operations  in  Ibe  noclhwait— Gta|g|iuaife|iiflUiMV~Q«mittlBimflionTCllgMb^  CWimilwtal 
— M'Artbiu<t  vktory  »( tbe  Tbamer^ 


Tbb  seeond  Beeakm  of  the  thuteen^ 
CoDgreas  commenced  on  the  6flL  day 

of  December,  1813,  and  the  next  day 
the  president  sent  in  his  annual  mes- 
sage. He  began  with  stating  his  re- 
gret at  the  failure  of  the  cfforta  to  ne- 
gotiate a  peace  by  the  mediation  of 
ilussia.  lie  next  spoke  of  the  events 
of  tiie  war  tikns  &r;  of  Perry's 
*****  Ticfcorjr,  of  Chaanoe/B  activity 
and  sea],  of  Harrison's  success  at  the 
Thames,  of  Jackson's  conduct  of  the 
Creek  war  to  a  thorough  conclusion, 
and  of  the  necessity  of  tlie  mPHsirres 
he  had  taken  to  retaliate  the  coui-se 
pursued  by  the  British  in  taking  our 
naturalized  citizens  and  arraigning  them 
aatraatofa.*  Tlteiepoit  upon  tbe  state 

•  This  subject  gave  rise  to  unimated  debate  in  Con- 
grMBi   It  nfgma,  that  tweo^-three  American  sol- 


of  the  tteaaniy  showed  $7,000,000  ia 
hfmd  oat  of  the  leeeipfs  for  the  pre* 

ceding  year,  amounting  to  above 
$37,500,000,  nearly  $24,000,000  of 
whicli  wore  the  produce  of  loans. 
"  Further  sums  to  a  considerable 
amount^"  the  president  procoeded  to 
say,  "  will  be  necessary  to  be  obtained 


dfati^  likiiD  it  flw  iMllle  flf  QoeBortoiniif  In  1819,  wra 

sent  (o  England  to  undergo  (rial  for  frcnson.  The 
president  ordered  a  like  number  of  British  prisonecs 
tobekiplaihaabigaB.  Prmal  wu  0wn  ordered  Iqr 
his  government  to  imprison  forty-sis  Amrriran  con\- 
miisiMied  and  DoiMoninissioacd  ofiQccrs,  and  sent 
irard  to  Ctamnl  WDknaoo,  ia  •  Toybatt^i^  tam^ 
that  England  would  take  (erriMo  rcnf^mtioc  if  any  harm 
befiall  the  British  prisoners.  The  same  number  of  Brit* 
idioaecnwHpatlnocnfliMneok;  andaoonatoveil 
both  sides,  aU  tlic  prisoners  were  closely  connnod.  The 
result  of  the  debates  in  Congress  was,  a  detcrminattoQ 
tomaintiu  fliaallifaidaainiBedliTfliB  mtidBiL  amid 
to  Insist  upon  the  ri^ts  which  belonged  Ut 
equally  with  American  bom  dtizena. 
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in  thft  Bune  wik^  during  the  enBoing 
year;  and  from  ihe  increased  capital 
of  the  countiy,  from  the  fidelity  with 
which  pablic  engftgementa  have  been 
kept  and  the  public  credit  maintained, 
it  may  be  expected,  on  good  grounds, 
that  the  necessary  supplies  will  not  be 
wantiiig." 

After  presenting  a  snnmuuy  of  the 
nuay  bleaongs  whicih  the  war  lind  not 
deprived  the  nation  o^  and  showing 
that  "  the  calamities  cf  the  contest  into 
which  they  had  been  compelled  to  en- 
ter" were  "mitigated  by  improvements 
and  advantages  of  which  the  cont«?t 
itseK  was  the  source;"  that  dom^tic 
mano&ctoree  had  reodved  a  powerful 
stimiiliis;  that  many  objects  perma- 
nently Tiiliiahle  had  been  secured  by 
provisions  indispensable  to  fffesent 
safety;  that  the  maritime  power  of 
the  United  Rtatea  had  been  greatly  in- 
creased; and  that  the  warlike  ardor  of 
the  people  had  pliow  ii  them  to  be  wor- 
thy of  the  I'ttspect  even  of  theii'  antag- 
onists; the  preeideni  eondnded  as  fol- 
lows: ''In  fine^  the  war,  with  all  its 
vicisutadesi  isiUoatralang  the  oapaeity 
and  the  destiny  of  the  United  States 
to  be  a  great,  a  flourishing,  and  a  pow- 
erful nation,  worthy  of  the  friendship 
which  it  is  disposed  to  cultivate  in  oth- 
ers, and  authorized  by  its  own  example 
to  require  from  all  an  obs^ance  of  the 
Iaws  of  jusdoe  and  zedproctfy.  Be- 
yond tiieee  their  dsams  hare  never  ex- 
tended, and  m  cofnteodlog  for  these  we 
behold  a  subject  for  oxa  ooqgratnlation 
in  the  dfiily  testimony  of  increasing  har- 
mony throughout  the  nation,  and  mny 
humbly  r€i)oso  our  trust  in  the  smilts 
of  Heaven  on  so  righteous  a  cause." 
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On  tiie  19th  of  January,  Henry  Ghy, 

nominated  on  theoomnuanon  appointed 
the  year  before  to  Ireat  with  Great 
Britain,  resigned  his  post,  and  a  new 
speaker  had  in  consequence  to  be 
chosen  *  Felix  Grundy  was  supported 
by  the  friends  of  the  administration, 
and  the  majority  of  the  demo* 
crabc  members,  as  lus  succes- 
sor; bat  Langdon  Gheyea,  for  whom 
all  the  federaJistB,  and  the  democrats 
not  in  £fiYor  of  a  restrictiTe  policy, 
voted,  was  elected  in  room,  bv 
ninety-four  votes  against  fifty-nine  re- 
ceived by  Grundy,  and  twelve  scatter^ 
ing  votes.  Eariy  in  i:  cbruary,  Richard 
Bmh  was  appdnted  attorney-general. 
A  month  later,  (^eonOranger  was  Te> 
moyed  &om  tiie  offioa  of  postmaster- 
general,  and  Ketnm  J.  Meq;B  waa  ap- 
pointed as  his  successor. 

Early  in  the  session,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  president,  the  em- 
bargo and  non-imi)ortation  system  was 
revived  and  extended.  An  embargo 
was  hud  on  an  ships  and  yesseb  within 
the  limits  or  jnrisdietion  of  the  TJmted 
StateSi  to.oontinne  till  the  let  of  Jan* 
nary,  1815,  imless  hoetiiitics  should 
cease  at  an  earlier  date.  The  provi- 
sions of  the  act  were  very  severe,  its 
principal  object  being  to  prevent  small 
vessels  and  boats  from  supplying  the 
British  s(^uadrom  ou  the  coast  with 
provisions.  We  mi^  mention  here, 
however,  that  the  embaigo  waa  re- 
pealed by  Gongreaa,  on  the  14th  of 
Apiil,  1814. 


ho  and  iSr.  Clay  mM  fer  Wmf$  iSmtfy  ttttt  HA 
appointment 
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Laws  were  passed  for  the  augmentar 

tion  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  provi- 
sion wa.si  made  for  the  payment  of  boun- 
ties ami  pensions.  Upon  the  first  of 
the.se,  Daniel  Webster,  who  had  made 
his  maiden  speech  duiing  the  extra  ses- 
sion, spoke  with  great  alulity  and  force, 
hut  in  vain,  as  fir  as  the  vwte  was  con- 
cerned ;  for  he,  with  that  love  for  the 
ocean,  which  is  common  in  New  Eng- 
land, desired  the  augmentation  of  the 
navy,  and  the  extension  of  commerce, 
and  competition  with  the  great  sea  ruler 
upon  her  own  element.  John  C.  Cal 
houn  wud  amongst  the  oppoueut*j  of  the 
young  orator. 

A  loan  of  $85,000,000,  m  addition 
to  the  fonner  hMuoSi  waa  anthoriaedl  ot 
this  lame  for  ihe  proseontion  of  the 
war.  There  were  also  ordered  to  be 
re-issued  $10,000,000  of  treasury  notes. 
For  the  expenditure  was  estimated  at 
$45,000,000 ;  and  the  new  taxes  could 
not  yield  more  than  $3,500,000,  while 
ihe  income  deiiTed  from  the  customs 
and  ihe  sale  of  pnblie  lands  did  not 
much  exceed  $6,500,000. 

When  the  bill  for  the  loan  was  dis- 
cussed in  committee  of  the  whole  House, 
"  every  question  of  politics,"  according 
to  a  shrewd  and  satirical  journalist  of 
the  day,  "  that  has  aj^itatcd  the  United 
States  for  fifteen  or  twenty  yeara  past, 
and  every  one  that  may  be  expected 
for  twenty  yean  to  oome,  appears  to 
have  been  embodied  in  the  speiKhes  of 
the  members ;  some  of  whom, 
it  is  said,  spoke  for  three  hours 
without  mentioning  the  bill  at  all." 
The  great  speech  in  its  favor  was  made 
by  Calhoun,  of  which  only  one  brief 
passage  was  devoted  to  the  loan,  and 
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all  the  remainder  to  the  question  of  the 
justice  anfl  t^^pediency  of  the  war.  The 
opposition  had  resisted  the  loan,  he  said, 
on  the  ground  "  that  such  was  the  want 
of  capital,  or  of  public  credit,  that  it 
could  not  be  had,  or  if  at  all,  only  at 
an  extravagant  int^^st"  To  this,  the 
distinguished  advocate  of  the  war  re- 
plied :  "  It  ceases  to  be  a  question 
whether  the  loan  can  be  had  at  this  or 
that  interest  It  is  necessary  ;  it  must 
he  had,'  and  the  rate  per  centum  will 
dejHiud  principally  on  the  state  of  the 
money  market^  and  not  on  arguments 
used  here." 

As  one  of  llie  means  of  infnsing  adr 
dltional  vigor  into  the  national  foianee^ 
a  sdi«ne  was  set  <m  foot  to  establish  a 
Bank  of  the  United  States.  Tlie  prop- 
osition on  this  subject  came  now  fronl 
'Nov:  York,  a  petition  having  been  pre- 
sented from  the  state,  on  the  4th  of 
Jauuan,',  1814,  to  that  effect;  offering, 
moreover,  to  advance  on  loan  half  the 
proposed  capital,  $30,000,000,  to  the 
government,  and  stating  that  the  means 
possessed  by  soeh  a  bank  of  assisting  the 
government  would  be  much  greater 
than  those  of  the  state  banks. 

This  petition,  which  Calhoun  moved 
onlv  to  have  printed,  was,  on  the  mo  i 
tioii  of  its  presenter,  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  j  of 
which  Hr.  JeSwsonls  son-in-law  was 
chairman,  and  which  consisted,  ''as  Ifr. 
Speaker  Clay's  committees  mostly  did,^' 
says  IngersoU,  "  of  a  decided  majority 
of  members  of  his  own  party."  The 
commeTTi;il  interest  had  no  representa- 
tive on  that  committee,  except  Mr. 
M'Kim  of  Baltimore ;  and  therefore  it 
is  not  strange  that,  on  the  10th  of  Jan- 
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jiHTY,  the  clijurman  should,  in  three  curt 
iinea,  rejx)rt  it^  conclusive  rt'jcction,  on 
the  old  allegation  of  the  unconstitu- 
tionality of  such  iustitutiona.  But  Cal- 
honn  was  not  to  be  put  off  in  thk  way. 
On  the  4tli  of  Febntaiy,  at  Ub  motion, 
"the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
was  discharged  from  further  oonudera- 
tion  of  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  on  the  petition  for  a 
national  bank ;  and  both  report  and 
petition  were  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means,  with  instroo- 
tiona  to  inqupre  into  the  expediency  of 
a  national  bank  in  the  Bistiiet  of  Co- 
lumbia;" thus  adroitly  escaping  the 
quest'     r.f  constitutionality. 

Mr.  Taylor,  on  the  19th  of  February, 
reported  a  bill  for  the  establishment  of 
a  national  bank  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, with  a  capital  of  $30,000,000. 
The  principle  of  this  bill  was  approved 
by  Mr.  GheTeSy  Mr.  Gdhonn,  and  Mr. 
Qnmdy;  bnt  opposed  by  Mr.  Eppea 
and  Mr.  Seybert.  There  were  others 
too  who  did  not  favor  it,  for  the  rea- 
son that  it  contained  no  pro- 
vision  for  the  establishment  of 
branches  in  the  statos.  A  motion  to 
iiigratt  this  feature  upon  the  bill,  made 
by  Mr.  Fiske  of  New  York,  reeeived 
bat  thtrty'siz  votes,  affcer  which  there 
was  no  further  action  had  upon  it  But 
the  pnbHe  credit  was  daily  depre<aat- 
ing;  treasury  notes  were  seventeen  per 
cent.,  and  government  stocks  thiity 
per  cent,  below  par ;  and  it  is  not  sur- 
prising that  many  of  the  democratic 
members  were  disposed  to  waive  their 
scruples,  and  agree  to  the  establishment 
<tf «  national  bank,  aa  expedient,  if  not 
eonatitntionaL 


A  resolution  was,  accordingly,  intro- 
duced by  Mr.  Grundy,  ou  the  2d  of 
April,  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  incorporating  a  Bank  of  the 
United  States.  The  fedenUsts,  and  a 
numb^  of  democratic  membera,  among 
whom  were  Mr.  Epp<?s  and  Mr.  luger- 
soll,  opposed  the  resolution,  and  voted 
in  favor  of  a  motion  to  postpone  it  in-  ' 
definitely.  The  democrats  generally 
voted  against  the  postponement,  and  a 
committee  was  appointed,  of  which  Mr. 
Grundy  was  chairman.  Bat  within 
four  days  after  their  appointment  they 
were  discharged,  on  motion  of  Mi'. 
Grundy,  from  all  further  consideration 
of  the  subject.  The  refison  for  this  ac- 
tion consisted  in  the  near  approach  of  the 
end  of  the  session,  which  was  brought  " 
to  its  close  on  the  18th  of  April. 

The  year  1814  opened  with  no  very 
enconragiug  prospects.  The  resooreea 
of  the  conntry  were  almoet  ediansted; 
the  finances  were  in  a  very  dqi^ressed 
and  deranged  condition ;  internal  dis- 
sensions and  party  feuds  were  produc- 
ing their  necessary  results,  so  much  so, 
that  the  breaking  up  of  the  Union  was 
confidently  predicted;  yet  the  spiiit 
ot  tiie  advocates  of  the  war  Med  not 
Yolnnteers  w<«e  ever  ready  for  limited 
periods  of  service,  in  ike  western  states 
espe<nally;  and  thongh  money  waa 
more  scarce  than  ever,  and  even  weap- 
ons were  sometimes  wanting,  men  to 
fight  the  battles  of  their  country  could 
always  be  found.  Great  Britain,  on 
her  side,  was  likewise  greatly  ezhansted 
by  the  continental  war;  yet  men  and 
money  were  at  her  ocmuoiand,  and  now 
that  Napoleon^  eaieer  was  nearly  at 
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its  close,  she  wm  at  libeity  to  direct 
her  energies  to  tli»'  sj>ee(ly  settlemeut 
of  the  war  with  the  United  JStates. 
With  singular  ignorance  of  the  real 
ccmdition  of  things,  and  tbe  nuTielding 
pstiiotism  of  the  people,  England  ex* 
pected  to  be  able  to  strike  a  few  de- 
cisive blows,  and  reduce  the  United 
States  to  prompt,  and  even  abject  sab- 
misS'ion. 

Hence  it  was,  that  bu»ily  occupied 
with  the  afikii*^  of  Europe,  and  prob- 
ably «!itertaining  a  kind  of  contemp- 
taoQS  feeling  towards  oor  conntry, 
Great  Britun  allowed  the  war  to  lan- 
guish during  the  early  part  of  the  year ; 
^^^^  but,  as  an  Ej^liali  writer  says, 
"  no  sooner  was  Europe  restored 
to  peace,  hy  tlie  dethronement  of  Bona- 
parte, than  the  British  government  re- 
solved to  prosecute  the  contest  with 
moreaBed  vigor,  and  to  obtain  in  the 
field  a  recognition  of  those  maritime 
rightSi  whieh  had  hitherto  been  so 
strentioiisly  resisted  in  the  cabinet. 
Two  distinct  modes  of  prosecuting  the 
war  seemed  to  have  been  determined 
on  by  the  British  rainistiy:  first,  an  | 
invasion  of  the  coast  of  the  United  \ 
States,  and,  second,  after  the  protec- 
tion of  Canada  had  been  secured,  the 
conquest  of  so  much  of  the  adjoining 
territory  as  might,  in  the  event  of  a 
future  war,eflb^iiany  ^L^:  1  II  I  that  prov- 
ince from  all  danger.  The  peace  of 
Paris  wn^  ccjirccly  ratified,  before  four- 
teen thousand  of  those  troops,  which 
had  gained  so  much  renown  under  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  were  embarked 
at  Bordeaiix  Ibr  Cssiada;  and  ahovt 
the  same  time  a  strong  naval  force, 
with  an  adequate  nnmber  of  troops, 


were  collected,  and  dispatched  for  in^ 
vading  difTcrent  parta  of  the  coast  of 
the  United  States."  We  shall  see,  on 
subse(j[ueut  pages,  what  became  of  these 
troops  in  the  final  battle  of  the  war. 

On  tbe  northern  frontier,  daring  the 
months  of  January  and  Febniary,  the 
army  remained  in  winter  quarters,  with- 
out having  undertaken  any  expedition 
against  the  enemy.  General  Wilkin- 
son proposed  various  plans,  no  one  of 
which  met  the  approbation  of  General 
Armstrong,  the  secretary  of  war,  aud 
he  was  oi^ered  to  withdraw  from  hii 
position  at  French  Mills.  Two  tIl01^ 
sand  men  were  to  march  under  General 
Brown  to  Sackett's  Harbor;  and  the 
residue  "w  ere  to  fall  buck  on  Plattaburg. 
The  enemy  took  advantage  of  thi?i 
movement  of  Wilkinson,  and  at  the 
close  of  February,  made  an  incursion 
as  Isr  as  Malone,  and  pillaged  private 
property  and  destroyed  public  stores 
to  a  eonmderable  extent.  On  the  ap< 
proach  of  an  American  fbice,1he  enemy 
precipitately  retreated. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  March, 
'  Wilkinson  determined  to  erect  a  bat- 
!  tery  at  Rouse's  Point,  where  had  been 
discovered  a  position  from  which  the 
enemy's  fleet,  then  laid  up  at  8t  Jolm*e, 
might  be  kept  in  check,  and  their  con- 
templated movement  on  Lake  Cham- 
plain  impeded  or  prevented. 
The  })reaking  up  of  the  ice  on 
the  lake  at  an  efirlier  period  of  the  sea- 
son than  usual,  defeated  his  plan.  A 
body  of  the  enemy,  some  two  thousand 
in  number,  on  discovering  his  design, 
had  been  colleeted  at  La  Colle  Hill, 
three  miles  below  Boose's  Point,  Ibr 
the  porpose  of  opposing  him.  With  a 
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view  of  dislodging  this  party,  Wilkiu- 
son,  at  the  head  of  between  three  and 
four  thousand  men,  eroeaed  the  Canada 
line  on  the  80th  of  March.  After  dia- 
pering several  of  the  enemy's  skirmish- 
ing parties,  he  reached  La  Colle  Mill,  a 
large,  fortified  stone  bouse,  situated  in 
the  centre  of  an  open  piece  of  ground, 
ami  defended  by  a  strong  corps  of  Brit- 
ish regulars,  under  the  command  of 
Major  Hancock* 

'Wilkinson  disposed  his  troops  so  as 
nearly  to  radicle  the  mill,  and  brought 
up  a  howitzer  and  one  twelve-pounder 
to  batter  the  walls ;  bat  after  firing  a 
considerable  time,  it  was  found  little 
effect  was  produced.  The  enemy  Icept 
up  ft  galling  fire  from  the  loop  hoiea  cut 
ill  tiie  mill,  during  the  whole  time  our 
ttwpt  lay  befoie  the  ploee,  and  di> 
rected  a  great  portion  o£  it  on  the  two 
pieces  of  ardUery:  the  British  fire  was 
returned  wi<^ great  coolness  and  delib- 
erate aim.  The  enemy  made  two  sal- 
lies, and  charged  the  left^  commanded 
by  General  Smith,  but  were  repulsed 
with  considerable  loss.  Towards  even- 
ing, a  British  regiment  arrived,  and 
made  a  ehaige  on  part  of  a  brigade 
commanded  by  General  Bissel;  but 
they  were  so  warmly  received,  that 
they  instantly  fell  back,  leaving  on 
the  field  a  number  of  tiieir  dead  and 
wounded. 

Finding  it  not  possiijie,  with  the  ar- 
tillery he  had,  to  penetrate  the  stone 
waUa  of  the  mill,  Willdnaon  abandoned 
the  attraipt  in  whidi  he  had  engaged, 
and  having  Jost  about  a  hundred  and 
fmtyin  UUed  and  wounded,  he  retired 
in  good  order,  the  en«ny  making  no 
effort  to  molest  him. 


The  singular  and  repeated  ill  success 
of  the  general  in  command  on  the 
northern  frontier,  led  to  mneh  oosfr- 
phdnt  and  censure  not  lightly  es^preao' 
ed.  Wilkinson  was  suspended  from 
the  command,  and  the  ti-oops  were 
placed  tinder  the  charge  of  Geiveral 
Izard.  Subsequently,  Wilkinson  was 
brought  before  a  court  martial,  ^d 
after  a  trial,  was  ac<j[uitted. 

Bhorily  after  the  n&ir  at  Ia  Colle 
Mill,  the  greater  part  of  the  British 
force  was  collected  at  St  John^s  and 
Isle  Aux  Noix,  for  the  purpose  of  6e> 
curing  the  entrance  of  their  squadron 
into  Lake  Champlain,  on  the  breaking 
up  of  the  ice.  This  movement  was 
effected  early  in  May.  During  the 
autumn  and  winter  preceding.  Com- 
modore ITDonough  had  labored  with 
great  indoBtry  to  provide  a  naval  force 
on  Lake  Champlain,  equal  to  that  of 
the  British.  The  flotilla  was  lying  in 
the  Otter  Eiver,  at  Vergennes ;  and  it 
was  the  oltject  of  the  British  to  destroy 
it,  before  it  should  make  its  appearance 
on  the  lake.  Apprized  of  this, 
M^Donough  caused  a  battery  to 
be  erected  at  the  mouth  of  the  river. 
On  the  ISth  of  May,  the  British  fleet 
entered  the  lake,  and  were  repulsed  in 
an  attack  upon  this  batteiy  by  water. 
They  were  also  unsuccessful  in  attempt- 
ing to  gain  the  rear  of  the  battery  by 
land,  being  driven  off  by  u  detachment 
of  Vermont  militia.  Tliu^i  ie])ulsed, 
they  abandoned  their  object,  and  mov- 
ed down  the  lake. 

Active  preparations  were  also  under 
way  on  Lake  Ontario.  At  Kingston, 
the  British  built  a  ship  of  larger  slse 
than  ordinary,  which  led  Ghanneey  to 
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do  the  same,  so  as  to  preserve,  if  pos- 
sible, a  nearly  equal  force  witli  that  of 
the  enemy.  Tarioua  attempts  were 
nuide  to  destroy  these  vessels,  but  with- 
out snccessi  and  both  the  British  and 
Americana  were  kept  constantly  on  the 
alert.  Oswego,  Avhich  was  a  depot  for 
naval  stores,  was  defended  by  a  fort 
mounting  only  five  guns,  and  wsts  gar- 
risoned by  about  three  hundred  men 
under  Colonel  Mitchell  The  British 
commander  determined  to  attack  it^ 
hoping  to  seize  upon  the  yaliiable 
stores,  rigging,  gnns^  etc^  which  Chaun- 
cey  was  collecting  tlu  re  for  his  new 
ship,  the  Superior.  On  the  5th  of 
May,  the  British  commenced  a  bom- 
bardment of  Oswego,  while  fifteen 
hundred  men,*  under  General  Drum- 
mond,  attempted  to  effect  a  landing. 
Failing  in  this,  the  next  day  they  re- 
newed ike  attempt  with  better  anc- 
cess.  Ckrlonel  Mitchell  now  abandoned 
the  fort,  and  joining  his  corps  to  the  ma- 
ruifs  nnd  seamen,  cngfi«reil  tin;  enemy's 
front  and  flanks,  and  did  ^reat  execu- 
tion. Finding  further  resistance  use- 
less, he  fell  back,  formed  his  troops, 
and  took  up  his  march  to  the  Falls  of 
Oswego,  thirteen  miles  dtstant|  destroy- 
ing the  bridges  in  his  rear.  Hither 
the  naval  stores  had  already  been  re- 
moved, and  for  all  the  tron})le  and  loss 
which  they  had  sustained,  tlie  British 
obtained  n  iflnng  more  tlian  the  can- 
non of  the  fort,  a  few  barrels  of  ])rc>- 
visious  and  some  whiskey.  These  were 
porchased  with  a  loss  of  two  hmidred 
and  tlurty^lve  men,  in  killed  and 
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wounded.  The  loss  of  the  Amerieanss 
was  sixty-uine  m  killed,  wounded,  and 
missing ;  among  the  first,  a  promising 
officer,  Lieutenant  Blaney.  On  the 
morning  of  the  7th,  the  enemy  evac' 
uated  the  place. 

Not  long  after.  Major  Appling  and 
Captain  Woolsey  were  appointed  to 
cunvey  the  naval  stores  from  Oswego 
to  Sackett's  Harbor.  On  the  28th  of 
May,  when  off  Sandy  Creek,  sixteen 
miles  sonthwest  of  8adcett*s 
Harbor,  perceiving  thonselveB 
covered  by  the  British  boats,  they  en- 
tered the  creek.  Here  they  landed, 
and  formed  an  ambuscade.  The  Brit- 
ish followed,  were  completely  ^nrprisod, 
and  surrendered  after  an  action  of 
twenty  minutes.  Not  one  of  Major 
Appling's  party  was  wounded,  and  the 
barges  soon  after  arrived  at  Sackett's 
Harbor  in  safety. 

Chauncey  having  completed  the  Su- 
perior, wMch  was  capable  of  mounting 
sixty-four  f^tn?,  was  again  master  of  the 
lake.  He  accordinijlv  saili^d  Mit,  and 
several  times  presented  himseh  Ijefore 
Kingston ;  but  Sir  James  Yeo,  the 
British  commander,  did  not  deem  it 
prudent  to  hazard  an  engagement  un- 
til his  new  ship  of  a  hundred  and 
twelve  guns  should  be  completed. 

In  the  west,  the  enemy  had  been 
able  to  hold  possession  of  Fort  Macki- 
naw, which  was  looked  ujwn  as  an  im- 
j)ortant  post  for  their  j)urpo3te.  Sev- 
eral eiibrtd  were  made  to  recover 
Maekmaw,  but  none  of  them  were 
crowned  with  anooeas.  At  the  dose 
of  Febraary,  Oaptiun  Holmes  was  dis* 
patched  from  Detroit,  by  Colonel  But- 
ler, with  about  a  hundred  and  eighty 
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men,  againat  a  party  of  the  British  who 
had  stationed  themselves  on  the  river 
Tlmnies,  some  two  days  march  distant. 
On  the  3d  of  March,  when  about  fif- 
teen miles  distant,  he  received  intelli- 
gence tliiife  ihree  htmdied  of  ihe  enemy 
were  adTUiciog  to  attack  liiin.  Find- 
lug  Imnself  not  in  n  stnation  to  give 
battle,  from  the  &tigne  which  his  men 
had  already  encountered  and  his  igno- 
rance of  the  immher  of  the  enemy's 
party,  Captain  lI(>lTnos  fell  Lack  a  few 
miles,  and  chose  a  ])o?ition,  in  which  he 
was  confident  of  being  able  to  maintain 
himself,  nntfl  lie  ooold  obtain  tlie  necee- 
sary  iufonnaticoL  For  tbb  pnrpoee,  he 
diqiatehed  a  small  body  of  Taaagam, 
which  soon  returned,  pursued  by  the 
enemy,  but  without  being  able  to  learn 
hi^  force.  The  British,  perceiving  the 
Rti  i  t; '^th  of  Captain  Holmes's  position, 
resorted  to  strutagem  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  him  from  it.    They  feigned 

an  attafik,  and  tbea  letfeatod,  taking 
care  not  to  show  more  than  sixfy  or 
seventy  men.  Captain  Holmea  pur- 
sued, but  with  caution ;  and  after  pn^ 

ceeding  about  five  miles,  discovered 
their  main  body  drawn  up  to  receive 
him.  Immediately  returning  to  his 
former  position,  he  disposed  his  troops 
in  the  most  judicious  manner, 
and  firmly  waited  fbr  the  en> 
emy;  having  in  front  a  deep  rayine, 
and  the  apfmuiches  on  the  other  sides 
being  somewhat  difficult  and  also  pro- 
tected by  logs  hastily  thrown  together, 
Tlie  attack  was  commenced  at  the  same 
moment  on  every  p<^»int,  with  savage 
yells  and  the  sound  of  bugles ;  and  was 
gallantly  smti^ned  by  tiie  Americas. 
After  an  hom^  hard  fightiiig,  the  Brit* 
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ish  retreated,  with  a  loss  of  sixty-five 
killed  and  wounded.  Captain  Holmes 
whose  loss  was  only  six  in  killed  and 
wounded,  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
major  for  this  spirited  aflair. 

Genoral  Brown,  who  had  not,  daring 
the  spring,  been  able  to  undertake  any 
expedition  against  Oanadai  was,  never- 
theless, not  idle.  Aided  by  Scott  and 
Ripley,  he  had  diligently  occupied  him- 
self in  drilling  and  disciplining  his 
troops  for  the  work  which  w:w  before 
them.  The  first  step  was  to  refrain 
possession  of  Fort  £i-ie,  and  iu  June, 
Blown  maiehed  his  anny,  now  about 
three  thousand  five  hundred  men,  to 
BuffiOo.  Oo  tbe  8d  of  July,  Fort  Srie 
was  invested,  and  the  garrison,  amount 
ing  to  oi^e  hundred  and  seventy  men, 
surrendered  without  firing  a  shot.  Im- 
mediate possession  was  taken,  and  the 
prisoners  were  sent  into  the  interior  of 
JSew  York. 

Genial  Bviwn  promptiiy  detennined 
to  advanoe  and  attack  General  lUall, 
who  was  entra&ehed  at  Cbqipewa,  not 
ikr  from  Erie^  bat  above  the  Falls ;  and 
having  made  arrangements  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  fort  and  protecting  the 
rear  of  the  army,  he  ordered  (  Jeneral 
Scott,  on  the  morning  of  tlie  4tli  of 
July,  to  advance  with  his  brigade  and 
Towson^  artOkiy.  Tliese  were  Al- 
lowed in  the  course  of  the  day,  by 
General  Bipky,  and  the  field  and  park 
artillery  under  Hindman,  together  Avith 
General  Porter's  volunteers.  The  Brit- 
ish commander  at  Chippew*a,  General 
Riall,  might  with  no  great  difficulty, 
have  checked  the  advance  of  the  Amer- 
icans by  removing  the  bridge  over  the 
Chippewa  Biver,  but  lie  omitted  this 
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precaution.  His  force,  it  is  stated  by 
British  writen,  was  inferior  to  that  of 
the  Americans,  consjistlng  of  some  fifteen 
hundred  regulars,  and  about  a  thousand 
militia  and  Indians.*  Within  two  miles 
of  the  enemy  Brown  halted,  and  drew 
np  in  regular  order;  and  <m  tJie  IbUow- 
mg  day  Biall  kft  his  mtrencJunents  and 
accepted  the  chdlenge  to  1)attle. 

At  five  in  the  monung  of  the  6th  of 
July,  the  action  commenced,  the  Canar 
dian  militia  and  Indian  allies  attacking 
the  American  volunteers,  the  redoubted 
marksmen  of  Kentucky,  who  stood  their 
ground  so  bravely,  and  dealt  such  deadly 
shots  into  the  naja  of  the  enemy,  that 
not  till  some  of  the  regnlan  came  up 
were  they  driven  baek. 

The  first  battalion,  under  Major 
Leavenworth,  took  a  position  on  the 
right;  and  the  second  was  led  to  its 
station  by  Colonel  Campbell,  who,  on 
being  wounded  shortly  afterwards,  was 
succeeded  by  Major  M'NeiU.  Major 
Jessup,  who  ocnninanded  ihe  third  bat> 
ta£on,  whidi  was  jfonned  on  the  left^ 
resting  in  a  wood,  was  ordered  to  torn 
the  right  flank  of  the  British,  then 
steadily  advancing  upon  the  American 
line.  The  cool  intrepidity  of  the  troops 
was  worthy  of  the  highest  prfuse,  and 
showed  what  advances  in  discipline  had 
been  made  nnder  such  officers  as  Scott, 
Ripley,  and  othera. 

The  main  body  of  the  British  now 

*  iUoordiog  to  AaakMn  cootempoiiy  Mtlurities, 
the  Britiah  ftm  ma  not  rimi  of  thiw  ftwwwnd  in 
all ;  and  aa  only  Soott's  brigade  was  actually  engaged 
in  faattk,  itww  fiwg^  on  tiw  Ammima  M»  by  has 
than  thirteen  hQndt«d  mea.  The  reader  will  note  the 

frt(iiietit  discn'pancies  between  the  iccounta  of  the 
numbers  eo|pieed  ia  ooDtesti  it  is,  in  fad,  almoat  im- 
poadUitoiittHBfiBOtitadBMittwfie  poiuta. 
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advanced  to  the  attack  in  colunm,  the 
Americans  receiving  them  in  line,  thus 
reversing,  as  Ali8on  says,  the  usual  or- 
der of  the  British  and  French  in  the 
peninsular  campaigns.  The  result  was 
the  same  as  what  had  there  so 
often  occurred ;  the  head  of  the 
British  oolnnm  was  crushed  by  the  dtt> 
chaiges  of  the  American  line,  which 
stood  bravely,  and  fired  with  great  pre- 
cision; and  though  they  succeeded  in 
deploying  with  much  etendines-s,  the 
loss  sustained  in  doiug  so  was  bo  ppt-i- 
ou«,  that  General  Riall  wa.s  coinp<'ll(Hi 
hastily  to  retreat,  with  the  loss  of  one 
handled  and  fifty  men  killed,  three  hnn> 
dred  and  twenty  wotmded,  and  forty- 
^nr  missing.  ITNetll's  battalion,  with 
its  left  wing  thrown  forward,  took  the 
enemy  in  front  and  flank  at  the  same 
time,  and  did  prodigious  execution ;  and 
the  victory  was  a^ei-ibed  in  no  Kmall 
part  to  a  daring  movement, — a  Ijayoiiet 
charge, — by  Major  Jessup,  in  the  midst 
of  a  destmotiTe  fire  fimn  the  British 
troops.  The  Americans  lost  three 
hnndred  and  twenty-e^ht  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  missing. 

The  result  of  this  battle  was  espe- 
cially gratifying  to  the  American  peo- 
ple, for  it  served  to  prove,  that  nothing 
but  discipline  was  wanting  on  laud,  to 
give  our  soldiers  the  same  capability, 
which  had  been  so  gallantly  maintained 
by  our  ssilois,  of  meeting  and  conqner> 
ing  the  veteran  troops  of  England.  The 
battle  was  fought  manfully  on  both 
sides,  and,  as  above  shown,  was  nnuso- 
ally  8angnmarj\ 

General  Brown,  having  resolved  to 
dislodge  the  British,  sent  forward  Gen- 
eral Bipley,  two  days  afterwards,  to 
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opon  a  road,  aad  bnOd  a  bridge  um 

the  CSuppewa  Kiver  for  the  paaaage  of 
the  troops.  lUall  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent this,  but  nnsnccepsfolly,  and  soon 
after,  withdrew  from  his  entrenchments 
aud  fell  back  upon  Queen8to^vll,  The 
next  day  he  retired  to  Twenty-mile 
Creek,  aad  Oenenl  Brown  imiMdiately 
oeenpied  QaeenstowB.  On  the  18th  of 
July,  Geneial  Swift^  of  the  New  Toik 
volunteers,  set  ou*  wi&  a  party  of  a 
hundred  and  twenty  men,  to  reconnoi- 
tre the  works  at  Fort  Geor^i^ .  Having 
surprised  an  ontpoet,  he  captured  a  cor- 
poml  and  his  guard.  One  of  these,  after 
having  received  q^uarter,  treacherously 
shot  Swift  in  the  breast  Thfe  excel- 
lent dBoer  survived  his  wound  only  a 
short  time^  but  refosed  to  leave  hu  poet 
vntil  an  attacking  party  of  the  enemy 
wns  beaten  of£  Genend  Brown  was 
now  prepared  to  advance  upon  Forts 
Niagara  and  George,  and  purposed  do- 
ing 80 ;  but  unfortunately,  Commodore 
Chauncey's  illnesB  had  prevented  his 
eo<operating  with  the  hokl  fioroe  as  was 
expected,*  and  henee  the  British  held 
the  masteiy  of  the  ]ake%  and  thar  ves* 
sels  only  were  to  be  seen  at  Fort  George, 
when  the  Americans  arrived  in  its  vi- 
cinity. 

The  gallant  Brown,disuiip'  ontod  thua 
of  the  aid  he  had  hoped  for  fiom  the 
fleet,  withdraw  from  Us  advanced  po- 
rtion on  the  Niagara,  and  detenmned 
to  foUow  and  attack  the  British  anny 


*  logmoU  (roL  ii»  p.  03)  ocqmiw  Cbamusij'u 
conne,  and  tiiiida  fba  Iw        to  bMW  nndcnd  «r- 

fectual  scrrico  to  Brown  in  h'm  plans  and  purposes. 
See,  also,  Armstnmg's  "ITotieeB  0/  the  War  «f  1812,'* 
niLiL,fik.9sr-4A. 


at  Bnriington  Heights.  For  this  pm^ 

pose,  on  the  24th  of  July,  he  fell  back 
to  the  junction  of  the  Chippewa 
with  the  Niagara.  General  Ri- 
all,  who  had  been  reinforced  by  the  ef- 
foi  ts  of  General  Dnimmond,  took  post 
at  C^ucenBtowu  immediately  after  it  was 
abandoned  bj  tiie  .Americaiias'tlMiioe 
he  sent  a  detachment  aoNMS  the  Niag- 
aia,  Ibr  the  poipose  of  thraatenbg  the 
town  of  SchloHBer,  wh«re  Brown  had 
collected  hb  supplies,  and  where  were 
also  his  ^ck  and  wounded.  Riall  at 
the  same  time  dispatched  an  advance 
party  on  the  Niagara  road.  General 
Brown,  with  a  view  of  drawing  off  the 
enemy  fiom  hb  attempt  on  the  village 
sdoss  the  river,  lesdved  to  pnt  Ihis 
force  in  motion  towards  Queenstown. 
General  Scott,  accordingly,  with  the 
first  brigade,  Towson's  artillery,  and 
all  the  dri^oons  and  mounted  men, 
over  a  thousand  in  number,  set  out  di- 
rectly ou  the  road  leading  to  Queens- 
town,  with  orders  to  report  if  the  en- 
emy appeared,  and  to  call  for  aasistance 
if  neceflsary.* 

It  wivs  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  'i5th  of  July,  that  Scott  led  his 
brigade  from  the  camp,  and  after  i^ro 
coedincr  alontr  the  Nia^-nrfi  n^M)ut  two 
miles  and  a  half  from  the  Chij^pew.i, 
and  within  a  short  distance  of  the  catar 
racts,  discovered  General  Riall 
on  an  eminenoe  near  Lundy*s 
Lane,  a  positbn  of  ^reat  strength,  where 
he  had  planted  a  battery  of  nine  pieces 
of  artillery,  two  of  which  were  brass 


•  Armstrong's  critical  remarks  on  General  Hrown's 
moTcmcflts  and  plus  are  worth  oonsultiog:  **N9lieM 
qftlu  Warqf  181$,"  fcL     fpk  US-Ifll 
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twcnty-four  pounders.  On  readbing  & 
narrow  strip  of  woods  which  intervened 
between  the  American  and  the  British 
line,  Captains  Harris  and  Pentland, 
whose  companies  formed  a  part  of  the 
advance,  and  were  first  fired  on,  gal- 
lantly engaged  the  enemy.  Hie  latter 
now  retreated  for  the  porpoee  of  draw- 
iog  the  American  oolomn  to  the  poet  at 
Lundy's  Lane.  General  Scott  resolute- 
ly pressed  forward,  after  di.spatchlng 
Major  Jones  to  ih<'  oomraander-in-cblef 
with  intelligence  that  he  had  come  up 
with  the  enemy.  He  had  no  sooner 
cleared  the  wood,  and  formed  in  line 
on  a  plain  finely  adapted  to  military 
manoeavres,  than  a  tremendous  cannon- 
ade commenced  from  the  enemy^s  bat- 
tery, situated  on  their  right,  which  was 
returned  by  Captain  Towson,  whose  ar- 
tillery was  posted  opposite,  and  on  the 
left  of  the  American  line,  bnt  without 
b«iug  able  to  bring  his  pieces  to  bear 
ontheeminenee;  ThehatHen^edfiyr 
an  hoar  with  great  fory,  and  both  ofiU 
cen  and  men  were  strieken  down  in 
large  numbers. 

The  situation  of  Scott  and  his  brigade 
was  now  becoming  critical  in  the  ex- 
treme. The  British  commander  waited 
only  for  reiuforcenieute  to  crush  his 
brave  opponent,  and  Scott  was  well 
aware  that  unless  aid  arrived  soon,  he 
most  give  up  the  contest  Both  armies, 
as  if  by  concei  t,  ceased  from  the  work 
of  (Is  iith,  and  for  a  time,  no  sound  was 
heani  amid  the  gathering  darkness,  on 
that  blood-stained  field,  save  the  distant 
roar  of  the  great  cataract,  mingled  with 
the  groans  of  the  wounded  aud  dying. 

It  was  nearly  at  the  same  time  thtd; 
the  British  and  the  Americans  were 


reinforced,  and  the  battle  wa-  rr  iiewed. 
General  Ripley,  with  Major  Hindman'e 
artillery,  and  General  Porter's  volun- 
teers, on  the  one  side,  and  General 
Brunimond  with  fresh  trooj>s,  on  the 
other,  eagerly  entered  upon  the  con- 
test|  each  anrioos  to  snstain  the  honor 
of  bis  conntryls  arms.  General  Ripley, 
ascertaining  the  impossiltility  of  doing 
any  thing  ^ective  while  the  enemyls 
artiller}'  occnjned  its  commanding  po- 
sition, saw  at  once  that  tlic}'  must  be 
driven  from  it,  or  defeat  must  ensue. 
Turning  to  the  brave  Colonel  Miller, 
he  asked,  "Can  you  storm  that  bat^ 
tciy  r  It  W88  a  desperate  undertak- 
ings bat  the  gallant  soldier,  who  knew 
the  men  under  his  command,  and  what 
they  were  capable  of  doing,  answered, 
in  words  ever  to  bo  remembered,  "I 
AviLL  TRY,  Sin."  And  steadily,  nnfal- 
teriiigly,  witli  nerves  strung  to  the  fear- 
ful task,  our  countrymen  advanced  to 
the  assanlt.  Discharge  after  ^schargo 
of  the  blaring  artQIery,  lightened  up 
the  darkness,  and  made  sad  inroads  np> 
on  the  noble  twenty-flist  regiment ;  bat, 
"  close  np,  steady,  men !"  w;i3  the  in- 
trepid Miller's  command,  and  onward 
they  continued  their  march,  until  they 
reached  the  height,  and  swept  the 
eneuiy  from  their  very  guns. 

Meanwhile,  Major  Jessup,  who,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  action,  had  been  de* 
tached  against  the  British  left,  suc- 
ceeded in  toming  the  enemy's  flank. 
Seizing  the  opportunity  in  tlie  dai'k- 
ness,  he  threw  his  recriment  in 
the  rear  of  the  British  reserve, 
and  surprising  one  detachment  after 
another,  made  so  many  prisoners,  of 
both  officers  and  men,  as  in  fact,  to  btk> 
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pede  hid  progress.  General  Kiall  was 
among  the  priaonen.  Feeling  bifl  way 
tkn^ngh  the  dftrkneaa,  to  the  pbee 
where  the  hottest  fire  was  hspt  up  on 
the  brigade  to  which  he  belonged,  Jes- 
Bup,  about  the  time  that  Miller  carried 
the  enemy's  cannon,  drew  up  hh  regi- 
ment behind  a  fence,  on  one  side  of  the 
Queenstown  road,  in  the  rear  of  a  party 
of  British  infantry.  So  destructive  waa 
Jes9np*8  fire,  that  the  enemy  broke  and 
fled  instantly,  and,  aa  General  Brown 
said,  in  his  official  report,  the  Mfgor 
"  showed  himself  ag^n  to  his  own  army 
in  a  blaze  of  fire,  which  defeated  or 
destroyed  a  very  superior  force  of  the 
enemy." 

The  height  on  which  the  artillery 
was  placed,  was  now  the  point  where 
the  ^tile  raged,  and  on  the  poneasion 
of  which  yietory  depended.  General 

Brummond,  not  more  astounded  than 
chagrined  at  the  loss  of  his  cannon,  de- 
termined to  recover  the  height  at  any 
cost ;  Avliilc  the  Americans,  with  un- 
flinching energy,  resolved  to  keep  that 
which  they  had  so  gallantly  secured. 
Silently  did  they  awiut,  in  the  deep 
darkness,  the  approach  of  the  enemy, 
reserving  thdr  fin  till  it  oonld  tell  witit 
deadly  effect.  The  British  marched  up 
the  ascent  at  a  brisk  irtep,  until  within 
twenty  paces  of  the^inmmit  of  the  height, 
when  they  poured  in  a  rapid  fire,  and 
prepared  to  rash  fi^rward  with  the  bay- 
onet. The  American  iiue,  being  directed 
by  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  retnrned  it 
with  terrible  eflbet,  whicJi  threw  them 
into  momentary  eonfosion ;  hot 
being  rallied,  they  retamed  fu- 
rious] v  to  the  attack.  A  most  tremen- 
dous  conflict  ensued ;  which,  for  twenty 


LTTNDV'S  LANE.  235 

minutes,  continued  with  violence  inde- 
scribable. The  British  line  was  at  last 
compelled  to  yield,  and  to  retire  down 

the  hill.  Yet  the  American  commander 
knew  that  the  battle  was  net  over. 
Transporting  the  wounded  to  the  rear, 
General  Riphiv  immediately  restored 
his  line  to  order.  General  Scott's 
shattered  brigade  having  been  consoli- 
dated into  one  battalion,  had,  during 
this  period,  been  held  in  reserve  be- 
hind the  second  brigade,  under  Colonel 
Leavenworth.  It  was  now  ordered  to 
move  to  T/indy's  Lane,  and  to  form 
with  its  rii^^ht  towards  the  Niagara 
road,  and  its  left  in  the  rear  of  the  aiv 
tillery. 

After  the  lapse  of  half  an  hour, 
Drummond  was  heard  ag<un  advanc- 
ing to  the  assault  with  renovated  vigor. 
The  durection  at  first  given  by  Bipley 
was  agun  observed.  The  fire  of  the 
Americans  was  terrible ;  and  the  artil- 
lery of  !Ma]or  Ilinclmnn  was  served 
with  the  greatest  skill  and  coolness, 
and  with  most  fatal  result  to  the 
enemy.  After  the  first  discharge,  the 
British  general  threw  himself  with  his 
entire  weight  upon  the  centre  of  the 
Ameriean  line.  He  was  firmly  re- 
ceived by  the  gidlant  twenty-first  regi- 
ment; a  few  jdatoons  only  faltering, 
wliich  were  soon  restored  by  General 
Ripley.  Finding  that  no  impi-ession 
could  be  made,  the  whole  British  line 
again  recoiled,  and  fell  back  to  the 
bottom  of  tiie  hiU. 

Doling  this  second  attempt,  two  gal- 
lant ehaigea  -were  led  by  l^ott  in  peis 
son,  the  first  upon  the  enemy's  left,  and 
the  f:  on  l  on  his  right  flank,  wntli  \m 
consolidated  battalion;  bat  having  to 
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oppose  double  lines  of  infantry,  his  at- 
tempts, whicli  would  laTe  beea  ddd- 
^^^^   ehre  bad  they  pro^  gnocesBfal, 
were  anavaUmg.  Alihoiigli  lie 

had  most  fortunately  escaped  unhurt 
thus  far,  snbaequently,iiL  pasBBiig  to  the 
right,  lie  received  two  severe  wounds : 
regardless  of  liimself,  however,  he  did 
not  quit  the  field,  until  he  had  directed 
Colonel  Leavenworth  to  unite  his  bat- 
talion with  iJie  twenty-^fUi  regiment, 
under  the  oommand  of  tiie  brave  Jeesup. 

Once  agiab,  auhimr  later,  the  British 
general  moanted  that  fatal  eminence. 
Our  countrymen,  worn  down  with  fa- 
ti^e,  and  almost  fainting  with  thirst, 
nerved  themselves  n  third  time,  to  re- 
pel the  enemy.  Thw  lust  was  more  ter- 
ribly contested  than  the  preceding  at- 
tempts, l^e  British  reached  the  top 
of  the  hill,  and  tiie  struggle  was  carried 
on  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  Friend 
and  foe  were  intermingled,  and  for  a 
short  time,  the  issue  of  the  fight  was 
uncertain ;  but  the  Americans,  with  des- 
perate valor,  repulsed  their  furious  as- 
sailants, and  the  whole  British  line 
broke  and  fled.  No  exertions  of  their 
officers  ooold  leatndn  them,  or  bring 
them  back  ag£n  to  the  aaBanlt 

Generab  &own  and  Seott  being  dis- 
abled by  severe  woimdSf  General  Rip- 
ley assumed  the  command,  and  made 
some  efforts  to  ol>tain  the  means  of  re- 
moving the  ca|itu[r  1  artillery;  but  the 
horses  having  been  killed,  and  no  drag- 
ropes  being  at  hand,  they  were 
atUI  on  the  place  where  they 
had  been  captured,  when  ordeis  were 
sent  to  Bipley  from  Gmeral  Brown,  to 
collect  the  wounded,  and  return  to  the 
camp^  for  the  refreshment  of  the  troops. 
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The  British  cannon  were  therefore  left 
behind,  the  smaller  pieces  having  first 
been  loiUed  down  the  hilL  The  Whole 
of  the  troops  reached  the  camp  in  good 
order  about  midnight^- after  an  nnmo- 
lested  march. 

This  famous  battle  (known  as  the 
battle  of  Niagara,  or  of  Bridgf^water, 
or  of  Lundy's  Lane)  was  the  most  se- 
verely contested,  and,  in  proportion  to 
the  numbers  engaged,  the  most  destnuy 
tim  to  human  life,  of  any  that  has  ever 
been  fonght  m.  America.  The  British 
force  numbered  something  short  of  five 
thousand,  indnding  militia  and  Indians. 
The  American  army  was,  in  number, 
less  than  three  thousand  ;*  yet  on  each 
side  nearly  nine  Imndred  men  were 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  The  pro- 
portion of  officers  killed  and  wounded, 
waannnsnally  large,  and  showed  clearly 
that^  so  fSsr  as  the  American  army  was 
oonoemed,  our  countrymen  were  as  able 
as  they  were  willing,  to  meet  even  the 
veteran  troops  which  had  gained  laurels 
on  the  battle  fields  of  the  old  world. 

General  Brown,  A'exed  that  the  can- 
non had  been  left  behind,  ordered  Rip- 
ley to  proceed  at  somise,  to  the  heights 
of  Lmidy^  Lane,  and,  after  burying  the 
dead,  to  bring  away  the  trophies  of 
victory;  but  the  enemy  had 
taken  possession  of  the  emi- 
nence, and  Ilipley,  with  not  more  than 
sixteen  hundred  men,  and  these  much 
worn  down  by  fatigue,  found  it  impor 
sible  to  execute  Genei*al  Bix)wu'8  order. 
Ue  therefore  retreated  to  Fort  Erie; 

*  It  is  but  proper  to  a  lri  r  the  reader,  that  the  Brit- 
tsb  Acoounts  state,  in  reepea  to  the  numben  engng^ 
dMt  the  AmericHk  fetes  WW  nndi  Imrtkulhalef 
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and  as  additional  precautiona  against 
the  enemy,  destroyed  the  bridge  OTer 
the  Chippewa,  and  threw  part  of  his 

ba'TG-age  uiui  Kiuies  into  the  rapids  of 
tlie  ^Niagara.    Both  sidea  claimed  the 

yictory ;  ibe  Jimmietaiat  1>MM9e 
captured  the  British  gansi  and  drove 
the  eneniy  fitxm  hb  poaitioa;  Hie  Brit- 
ish, because  they  recovered  the  guns 
which  Ripley  had  omitted  bringing 
away,  and,  as  Tngersoll  say.s,  found  a 
cannon  accidentally  left  by  the  Ameri- 
cana in  their  retreat ;  and  also  because 
the  American  force  the  next  morning, 
did  not  attack  them,  Vnt  retired  rather 
rapidly  from  tiie  field.  **Had  General 
Drunmiond,"  sayv  IngeiBollf  "avafled 
himself  of  this  hasty  and  ill-judged  re- 
treat" on  the  part  of  Ripley,  who  does 
not  seem  to  have  entered  heartily  into 
Brown's  views  and  plana, — "  not  a  man 
of  our  army  could  have  escaped. 
Whether  it  was  the  purpose  of  General 
Ripley  to  defend  Fort  Erie^  or  to  croes 
the  Niaga^^  he  should  have  held  the 
Chippewa,  which  was  a  strong  fbrtreaB 
in  itsel£  ....  By  leaving  the 
Chippewa,  he  put  the  army,  its  artil- 
lery, all  its  supplies,  and  the  whole  Ni- 
agara frontier,  into  tlio  power  of  the 
enemy.  Fortunately  for  his  reputation, 
and  that  of  the  country,  Drummond 
fiuled  to  avail  hiniseilf  of  any  of  the  ad- 
vantages thus  ofiered  to  him.*^ 

Arrangements  for  defending  Fort 
Erie  were  urged  forward,  and  General 
Brown,  not  altogether  trusting  in  Rip- 
ley, sent  orders  to  General  Gaines,  at 
Sackett's  Harbor,  to  repair  to  Fort  Erie 


*  logenoU's  *'Bistorf  nf  the  Seamd  War,"  toL  it, 
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and  take  command  of  the  army.  The 
British,  reinforced  by  General  De  Wat- 
teville,  with  a  thousand  men,  followed 
the  Americans  and  laid  siege  to 
Fort  Erie,  on  the  3d  of  August. 
The  tame  day  a  detachment,  nnder 
Gohmd  ISteker,  eroaaed  the  ITiagara, 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Buffalo 
and  recapturing  General  Riall.  This 
party,  although  subsequently  increased 
by  reinforcements  to  twelve  hundred 
men,  wm  repulsed  by  Major  Morgan 
with  a  rifle  corps  of  two  hundred  and 
forty  men. 

Cleneral  GuneB  anived  at  the  fort 
on  the  4th  of  Angoet,  and  entered  seal> 
ously  npcm  his  important  dotiOB.  The 
dei^cea  wete  in  rapid  progress,  and 
the  enemy  were  qnite  as  active  in  pre- 
paring to  attack  the  Americans.  For 
a  week  or  more,  an  ince«isant  cannonade 
AV!i9  kept  up  by  the  batteries  of  both 
besiegers  and  besieged;  and  £:%quent 
ddmuahea  took  place,  in  one  of  which, 
on  the  11th,  Mi^or  Moigan  lost  his  life. 
On  the  14ih,  from  various  indications^ 
it  was  evident  that  the  enemy  were  in- 
tending to  try  the  fortune  of  an  assanlt. 
Genf^ral  Dnimmond  had  made  bis  ar- 
raiigenients  to  assail  the  works  at  Fort 
Eiie  on  the  right,  centre  and  left  at  the 
same  moment ;  and  General  Gaines  pre- 
pared to  meet  him  at  all  points.  Late 
in  the  aftwnoon,  one  of  the  en«ny^s 
shells  lodged  in  a  small  magaan^  and 
Tdew  it  np  with  a  tremendous  noise, 
which  caused  a  loud  shout  on  the  pati 
of  the  British  troops,  although  the 
Americans  suil'ered  no  loss  of  men  by 
the  explosion. 

The  British  commander,  hoping  to 
profit  by  the  injury  which  he  supposed 
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the  Americang  to  liav©  received,  deter- 
mined to  assault  the  fort  that  niglit, 
under  cover  of  the  rain  and  deep  dark- 
neaa  wUcih  envelopped  all  mxroondiug 
objeeta  Acoordingljjatlialf  paal  two, 
in  the  moniiog  of  the  IStli  of  Angasty 
he  sent  forward  hk  i^ht  colmmi,  thir- 
teen hundred  strong,  under  command 
of  Colonel  FLsclier.  Advancing  quickly 
and  steadily,  the  Britl^ih  assailed  Tow- 
Bon's  battery  with  scaling  ladders,  and 
the  line  towaixla  the  hike  with  the  bay- 
onet. A  tranendoDS  ire  fiom  the  1>at' 
tevy  threw  ilian  into  oonfosion,  but, 
nrged  on  hy  GoI(Hiel  Hscher,  thej  again 
advanced,  and  again  were  oompdled  to 
retire.  Hscher  next  endeavored  to  pass 
ronnd  the  abattis,  by  wading  breast 
deep  in  the  lake ;  but  this  attempt  also 
failed,  and  nearly  two  hundred  of  his 
men  were  killed  or  wounded. 

If  eanwhile^  the  hit  and  eentral  cot 
DnmB,  under  CSoloneb  Soott  and  I>nun- 
mond,  advanced  to  the  aasanlt 
of  the  fort.  The  attack  was 
foriotisly  made,  and  though  gallantly  re- 
sisted, was  partially  successful.  Drum- 
mond  and  his  corps  mounted  the  sctUing 
laddei-s,  gained  the  parapet,  and  with 
the  savage  cry,  "give  the  iankees  no 
quarter  I"  fill  i^pon  the  brave  men 
there.  The  baation  waa  loet;  Captain 
Williams  waa  mortally  womided;  lien- 
tenants  Watmough  and  llFDonOQgh, 
severely.  The  latter,  no  longer  able  to 
fight,  called  for  quarter.  This  wa^i  re- 
fused by  Colonel  Drummoud,  who  re- 
peated his  iastructions  to  his  troops  to 
deny  it  iu  eveiy  instance.  The  ahnost 
ezhanstedslrengthand  spiiitaof  MDon- 
oogh  were  roused  by  the  barbarity  of 
this  (xrder,  and  seising  a  handaittke,  with 
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the  desperation  of  madness,  he  defended 
himself  against  the  assaiiauts,  until  he 
was  shot  by  the  infuriate  Drummond 
himaelt  Ibe  latter  snrvived  this  act 
only  a  few  minntea;  he  received  a  bsll 
in  his  breast)  which  tenninated  his  ca* 
reer. 

The  enemy  held  what  they  had  gainea 
until  daylight,  although  they  suffered 
severely.  The  left  column  had  already 
been  repulsed  with  great  loss.  General 
Gaiucs  ordered  up  reinforcemeuta,  and 
vigorous  efforts  were  made  to  drive  out 
the  innders,  which  were  be^nning  to 
be  snooessfbl,  wben  a  terrible  exploeion 
took  place  under  the  platform  of  the 
bastion,  and  carried  it  away  and  all 
who  were  on  it.  The  contest  was  now 
brought  to  a  speedy  close,  and  the  en- 
emy, repulsed  at  all  points,  retreated  to 
their  eucanijiment. 

Aoomding  to  the  Bntiah  aoconnts, 
their  loss  was,  in  killed,  wonnded,  and 
nusdng,  rix  hundred  and  fifty;  the 
American  accounts  estimate  the  British 
loss  at  about  nine  hundred  men,  while 
their  own  wa«»  only  eighty-four. 

The  next  day.  General  Drummond 
wa«i  reinforced  by  two  regiments ;  but 
he  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to  renew 
the  asianlt  Tbe  siege,  however,  was 
continued,  and  some  apprehenriow  be> 
gan  to  be  felt  as  to  its  ramlt  General 
Izard,  at  Plattsburg,  was  ordered,  on 
the  12th  of  August,  by  the  secretary 
of  war,  to  pro^^cpd  to  the  relief  of  the 
besieged  army,  and  he  accordingly  set 
out,  at  the  cloge  of  the  month,  with 
hve  thousand  men,  for  that  purpose.* 


*  AlUitrwig  (voL  ii.,  pp.  100-108)  is  particularlj 
cwulk  in  hto  miew  «r  the  floiiiM  pirawd  lir  ia^ 
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Tli6  Biitiah  ptiabed  forward  their  reg^ 
ular  approaclies,  while  the  Americans 
assiduously  labored  to  complete  theii' 
defence*?.  General  Brown,  Laving  re- 
covei-ed  from  iiia  wounds,  reastsumed  tlie 
Qomnuuid  at  Eort  Erie^  cai  tiie  Sd  of 
September;  and  frequent  ddrnmlieB 
oocnrred,  mihoitt  any  material  adven- 
tago  to  either  side. 

On  the  17th  of  September,  a  brilliant 
sortie  was  madf  nj^^ainst  the  enemy's 
batteries,  which,  he  had  been  busily  oc- 
cupied in  erecting  for  a  number  of  days, 
quite  near  to  the  fort;  and  after  an 
hoQrVi  Tigorous  %hting,  tiie  ob- 
jects of  the  sortie  were  aeeom- 
plmhed,  and  the  Americans  returned  to 
the  fort  in  good  order,  vitli  many  tro- 
phies of  victory.  The  enemy's  worlcs 
were  carried,  the  laboi-s  of  six  or  seven 
weeks  destroyed,  the  caouon  spiked,  and 
a  thousand  men  placed  Jiors  de  combat. 
Qeneral  Brown's  offidal  report  speaks 
in  glowmg  terma  of  the  gallantry  of 
both  officers  and  men.  On  tiie  night 
of  the  2l8tj  General  Drummond  broke 
Dp  his  <camp  and  retired  to  his  oitrench- 
ments  behind  the  Chippewa. 

The  northern  sea  coa.st,  wliicli  liad 
thus  far  experienced  little  molestation 
from  the  enemy,  became  the  object  of 
attack  early  in  the  spring.  On  the  7th 
of  April,  a  body  of  sailors  and  marinee, 
to  the  number  <tf  two  hnndred,  ascend- 
ing the  Connecticut  River,  landed  at 
Pettipaug  Point,  about  six  miles  above 
Snybrook,  and  destroyed  the  shipping 
tlK y  f  nind  there:  thence,  proceeding  to 
Brt»ckway'g  Ferry,  they  did  the  pame ; 
and,  remained  there,  amusing  them- 
selves, nnapprehenstve  of  attacl^  for 
twenty-fonr  homa.  Li  the  mean  tame, 


a  body  of  militia^  aided  by  some  ma- 
rines and  saUoTS,  under  Captain  Jones 
and  Lieutenant  Piddle,  from  the  neigh- 
boring American  squadron,  endeavored 
to  cut  them  off  from  retreat,  but  un- 
BDoeeesfhlly.  Some  $200,000  worth  of 
shipping  was  destroyed  on  thia  occasion. 

About  this  tune,  the  coasting  trade 
was  almost  destroyed  by  a  British  pri- 
vateer,  the  Liverpool  Packet,  which 
cruised  in  Long  Island  Sound.  Com- 
modore Lewis  sidled  w  ith  a  detachment 
of  thirteen  gunboats,  and  succeeded  in 
chasing  her  off  Proceeding  to 
Saybrook,  on  bis  aixival  tliere 
he  found  upwards  of  fifty  Tessels  bound 
eastward,  bat  afraid  to  ventnre  out. 
The  commodore  undertook  to  convoy 
them,  and  sailed  for  that  purpose  on  the 
25th  of  April.  Lewis,  with  bis  gim- 
boats,  gaUantly  put  liiniself  between  the 
coasting  vessels  and  a  British  frigate 
and  sloop  of  war.  The  coasters  es- 
caped to  New  London,  and  Lewis  at- 
tacked the  Sngliah  Teasela  to  consider- 
aide  effect. 

The  harbors  of  !New  York,  New  Lon- 
don and  Boston  continued  to  be  block- 
aded, and  the  whole  coast  was  exposed 
to  incursions  of  the  enemy.*  Commo- 
dore Hardy,  as  we  have  before  meu- 


*  Ingerson  (toL  iL,  p.  BS)  derotes  m  page  at  two  to 

the  Bubjcct  of  the  "  blue  lights  treason,"  ns  he  phrases 
it,  vbicb  the  reader  nuj  ezuninc^  not  without  profit. 
Oommodiatv  Deortur,  whovat  sbot  op  in  the  harbor 
of  New  London,  was  very  anxious  to  pot  out,  in  the 
winter  of  1818,  bat  as  oAen  as  he  attempted  it,  Uu« 
light  flignsk,  he  vmttA,  vera  dbpkyed  at  the  harixn's 
mouth,  and  the  blockading  squadron  put  on  the  dcrt 
Decatur's  offidal  letter  of  the  20th  of  December,  wns 
brought  op  in  Am  House  «f  Bepceseotiidici  hi  JaBu- 
arv,  li ut  no  result  aune  of  tliu  moTemcnL  The 
Tiiuperative  expression,  "blue  light  federalist,"  took  its 
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tkoiBd,  (p.  192)  endeavored  to  prevent 
outrage  upon  private  property  and  de- 
fenceless ■\-i]laG'pfl,  but  occasionally  Km 
ordere  were  not  obeyed.  Wareham, 
Scituate,  Booth's  Bay,  and  other  places, 
uufiered  from  the  cupidity  and  violence 
of  the  enemy.  On  ihe  lltli  of  July, 
Hwrdy,  with  d{^t  ahipe  and  two  thon- 
sand  men,  made  a  decent  on  Moose 
Island,  in  Paasamaqiioddy  Bay, 
and  having  taken  possession  of 
Eastport,  situated  on  that  island,  de- 
clared all  the  islands  and  towns  in  the 
bay  to  appertain  to  hig  Britimnic  maj- 
esty, and  req^uired  the  inhabitants  to 
appear  nithiii  eeven  days  and  tain  the 
oath  of  allegiaaee.  About  tw <Mhird8 
of  the  inhabitants  Bobmitted  to  tiiia  in- 
dignity, in  the  hope  of  1)eDefit  firom 
their  submission;  but  to  no  purpose. 
Eastport  waa  soon  after  strongly  forti- 
fied, and  rerajiined  in  the  possession  of 
the  British  until  the  conclusion  of  the 
war ;  but  they  found  extreme  difficulty 
in  sabdstin^theSr  troopaf  and  desertions 
were  so  frequent  that  the  offlcen  were 
often  compelled  to  petfbtm  the  duties 
of  sentinels. 

On  the  9th  of  Anfriist,  Commodore 
Hardy  sailed  with  a  part  of  his  squad- 
ron, for  the  purjK  )-^e  of  attacking  Ston- 
ington.  The  appearance  of  this  force 
b^ors  the  iown  ezmted  mndli  alarm, 
whidi  was  increased  by  a  message  from 
Hardy  dinetii^  ihem  to  remove  tiie 
women,  and  children,  as  he  was  about 
to  rednce  the  town  to  aah^  Although 
the  means  of  defence  were  pmnll,  the 
inhabitants  of  iStonington  detennined 
to  make  an  effort  to  repel  the  enemy. 
Bravely  did  the  volunteers  man  the 
battery,  and  teobt  the  attempt  of  the 


British  to  land  from  ibdr  boats,  an  at> 
tempt  which  was  made  in  the  eraniiig', 
under  cover  of  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
ships.  Purposing  to  renew  the  nttack 
next  day,  the  enemy  kept  up  a  steady 
discharge  of  cannon  until  midnight.  On 
the  mormxig  of  Ihe  lOlh,  at  dawn,  one 
of  tiie  enemy^vessebapproached  within 
pistol  shot  ihe  battery,  and  tiie  baigee 
advanced  in  still  greater  nnmbers  than 
the  day  before :  these  were  again  gaik 
lantly  repulsed,  and  the  vessel  wa*? 
driven  from  her  anchorage.  The  sqna<l- 
ron  then  renewed  the  bombardment  of 
the  town,  but  without  effect;  and  on 
the  ISth,  the  commodore  thought  pro- 
per to  letlie.  Theinhabitaatsof  StoDo 
ington  received,  as  they  deserved,  much 
praise  for  their  resolnte  de^ce  of  thdr 
hearths  and  homes. 

On  the  Ist  of  September,  a  squadron 
of  over  twenty  British  vessels  entered 
the  mouth  of  the  Penobscot,  and  took 
possession  of  Gastme  and  Bel- 
fast They  destroyed  all  the 
vessds  whidh  tiiey  fovoA  Ihere,  garri* 
soned  the  former  place,  and  thence  pro> 
ceeded  against  other  places  in  the  vi« 
cinity.  All  the  country  east  of  the 
Penol)Scot  River,  which  Great  Britain 
had  fonnorly  contended  wm  the  true 
St.  Croix,  was  at  the  same  time  claimed 
as  Brif»h  toritory;  and,  could  she  have 
made  good  her  daim,  it  would  have 
been  Teiy  valiiable  to  her  interests,  as 
being  the  most  convenient  route  be- 
tween Canada  and  Nova  Scotia.  And 
thus,  as  was  reproachfully  said,  "with- 
out a  blow  struck,  ^kf^^^sachusetta  passed 
under  the  British  yoke;  and  so  re- 
mained, without  the  least  resistance, 
till  restored  at  the  peace.  It  was  the 
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only  part  of  the  United  States  under 
undisputed  Britisli  domimon."  Part  of 
tlie  force  employed  in  this  expedition, 
ascended  the  river  in  pursuit  of  the 
United  Stat^  frigate,  John  Adams, 
Captain  Morris,  wUdl  IimI  taken  nS" 
ugo  at  Hampden,  on  tbe  Penoliscot, 
when  dused  hy  tlid  Bzitish  sqnadion. 
thsj  succeeded  in  driviiig  away  the 
militia  who  had  been  summoned  to  de- 
fend the  ship,  and  the  ve««el  was  burnt 
after  the  conflict.  Preparations  were 
thus  made  for  the  setting  out  of  a  great 
expedition,  which  had  been  arranged 
Boat  the  purpose  of  retafiating  npon  the 
Americans  the  uiTaaon  of  Oamida. 

Ftattsbnig  was  at  this  time  ahnost 
wholly  denuded  of  troops,  who  had 
been  ordered  (p.  238)  to  join  the  expe- 
dition under  General  Brown.  Sir  Georc:e 
PreToat,  on  the  other  hand,  had  received 
such  reinforcements  from  the  British 
aimy  abroad,  that  he  had  vnAer  his 
eoounand,  at  tins  time,  not  fewer  thsn 
from  twdvo  to  fourteen  tiionsand  men. 
ISTine  or  ten  thousand  of  tiiese^ 
all  of  them  veterans  in  arms, 
with  a  formidable  train  of  artillery,  and 
commanders  of  equal  experience  and 
Bkill,  were  collected  on  the  frontier  of 
Lower  CanadH.  The  naval  part  of  the 
eqiedilion,  howevw,  whidh,  as  all  for- 
mer attempts  liad  showed,  was  of  first 
importance  for  sucoeeB^  by  no  means 
corresponded  in  fitness  and  extent  with 
these  military  preparations.  A  frigate, 
a  brig,  two  s1o<^)ps,  and  twelve  gunboats, 
badly  equipped,  and  manned  for  the 
most  part  with  soldiera  and  militia,  com- 
manded too  by  Ml  officer  with  whom 
the  fbwaailora  in  the  fiotiUs  were  nnso- 
qnainted,  4MmipoBed  tho  fimse  on  which 
Vol  DL— si 


1S14. 


Preroet  relied  for  co-operation  and  sap- 
port  in  crushing  his  American  oppo- 
nents, and  invading  New  York.* 

On  the  3d  of  September,  this  for- 
midable army  took  possession  of  the 
village  of  Champlain,  and,  from  the 
prodamafai<»i8  and  the  impressments  of 
wagou  and  teams  in  this  vidnity,  it 
was  soon  discovered  that  the  immediate 
object  of  attack  was  Plattsburg.  Gen* 
eral  Macomb  lost  no  time  in  placing 
tlie  works  in  a  state  of  defence.  In  or- 
der to  create  emulation  and  zeal  among 
the  officers  and  men,  they  were  divided 
into  detsolmientB,  and  stationed  in  the 
several  forte;  and  f^e  general  declared, 
in  his  orders,  that  each  detachment  was 
the  garrison  of  its  own  work,  and  bound 
to  defend  It  to  the  last  extremity.  At 
the  same  time,  he  called  on  General 
Mooei^,  of  tlie  New  York  militiji,  and 
with  hini  adopted  measures  for  calling 
them  out  en  masse. 

General  Mooem,  having  coUeeted 
ftbout  seven  Inmdred  militis,  advanced, 
on  the  4th,  seven  miles  on  the  Beek- 
mantown  xoad,  to  watch  tho  motions 
of  the  enemy  and  skirmish  with  them 
as  they  approached,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  obstruct  the  road  by  breaking 
down  the  bridges  and  felling  trees. 
The  rifle  ooipe^  wider  CSolonel  AppHnsr. 
on  the  lake  road,  fell  back  as 
tat  ss  Dead  Creek,  having  done 
evesy  thing  in  t3i€»r  power  to  retard 
the  enemy^  progresB.  The  neict  day, 


♦  SurVi  K  thr  British  acmmt :  American  suthoHtiea, 
OD  the  oUicr  ki&ud,  cUixn  tlmt  tho  enemy's  Ibrcc  wae 
mperior  to  that  of  the  Americuis ;  the  British  number- 
ing ninety-five  puns  n.n<i  a  thousanf]  men,  while  the 
AmcricAoe  bad  only  eighty -six  guns  &ad  eight  bundnd 
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the  Britiah  advanced  to  wltliin  a  few 
miles  of  Colonel  Applings  position, 
but  finding  it  too  strong  to  attack,  they 
halted,  and  caused  a  road  to  be  made 
west  into  ihe  Beekmantown  road.  By 
^is  opening  the  light  brigade  under 
General  Powexs  advaneed,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  6tii,  about  seven  o'clock, 
attacked  the  militia,  under  General 
Moocr?,  and  a  small  detachment  of  reg- 
ulars under  Major  Wool,  abont  seven 
miles  from  Plattsburg.  After  the  first 
fire,  a  considerable  part  of  the  militia 
broke  and  fled  in  evoy  diredaon.  A 
few,  hoxrever,  manfally  stood  their 
ground,  and,  with  Ihe  flouill  corps  of 
Major  Wool,  bravely  contested  the  field 
against  five  times  their  number,  falling 
back  gradually,  until  they  reached  the 
sonth  bank  of  the  Saranac,  where  they 
were  able  to  maintain  their  position 
against  the  onslaughts  of  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Appling's  rifle  corps,  and  the 
detachment  under  Captain  Sprowl,  re- 
tired from  their  position  at  Dead  Creek, 
in  time  to  join  the  militia  jnat  before 
entering  the  American  works,  which 
they  did  in  i^ood  order,  keeping  up  a 
brisk  fire  until  they  got  under  cover. 

Plattsburg  is  situated  on  the  north 
side  of  the  small  river  Saranac,  near 
its  entrance  into  Lake  Champlam ;  the 
American  works  were  on  the  southern 
vide,  directly  opposite.  As  the  village 
was  no  longer  tenable,  General  Macomb 
dirocfpd  tlip  liridge  over  the  Saranac 
to  l)e  destroyed,  and  the  |)laTil<H  were 
made  to  serve  for  erecting  brcjiNtworks, 
behind  which  our  troops  were  able  to 
binder  efifectnally  the  advance  of  the 
eanuy.  The  British  encamped  on  the 
ridge  west  of  the  town,  their  right  near 
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the  river,  and  occupying  an  extent  of 
nearly  three  mile:^,  their  left  resting  on 
the  lake  about  a  mile  north  of  the  vil- 
lage. 

From  the  6th  of  September  until  the 
morning  of  the  Xlth,  an  almost  ccmtin- 
nal  skimishing  was  kept  np  between 

the  enemy's  pickets  and  our  militia  stai- 
tioned  on  the  rivw;  and  in  the  mean 

time,  both  armies  were  busily  engaged ; 
ours  in  strengthening  the  works  of  the 
forts,  and  that  of  the  enemy  in  erect- 
ing batteries,  collecting  ladders,  bring- 
ing np  his  heavy  ordnance,  and  makbg 
other  preparations  fbr  attacking  the 
fort  The  New  York  and  Vermont 
militia,  who  had  come  in  in  large  num- 
beiB,  behaved  with  excellent  spirit, 
and  were  at  work  day  and  night  cheer- 
fully, in  strengthening  the  defences  and 
harassing  the  invaders. 

The  British  commandei-s,  though  pos- 
sessing so  large  a  force,  delayed  the  as- 
sault on  the  American  fortifbsations  nn* 
til  the  arrival  of  their  flotilla,  intending 
to  conquer  on  land  and  wafer  at  the 
same  time.  About  ciarht  in  the  morn- 
iiig  of  Sunday,  the  11th  of  September, 
the  British  tleet,  under  convmand  of 
Captain  Downie,  appeared  round  Cum- 
berland Head,  and  at  nine  o*dock  an- 
chored in  a  Une  ahead,  about 
three  hundred  yards  distant 
from  Commodore  llFDonongh's  vessels, 
which  were  drawn  up  to  receive  them, 

M'Donough,  on  his  part,  with  a  cour- 
age far  from  usual  anioug  naval  men  of 
that  day,  gathered  his  otHcei-s  and  cr<'W 
together  early  in  the  morn'mg,  and,  be- 
ing himsdf  a  member  of  the  Epbcopal 
Church,  offered  np,  fervently  and  sol- 
onnly,  the  impresBlve  pnym  and  snp> 
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pSiealloiis  appointed  in  tlie  litniiy  of 

that  Cbiirck  It  was  truly  a  scene  wor- 
thy of  note,  when,  about  to  engage  in 
deadly  conflict,  the  gallant  yonng  offi- 
cer, on  bended  knees,  sot  the  noble 
example  of  calling  upon  God  to  defend 
the  cause  of  right  and  truth ; — "  O  most 
poweiM  and  glorious  Zx>rd  God,  the 
Lord  of  hosts,  that  rnlert  and  com> 
nianclest  all  things;  Thou  eittest  in  the 
throne  judging  right,  and  therefore  we 
make  our  address  to  thy  Divine  Majesty 
in  ihh  cmv  r]Pcv-<<\fY,  tliat,  thou  wouldeat 
take  the  cause  into  thine  own  hand,  and 
judge  between  us  and  our  enemies.  Stir 
up  thy  strength,  0  Lord,  and  come  and 
help  us ;  for  thon  givest  not  slway  the 
battle  to  the  strong,  hat  canst  save  by 
many  or  by  few.  O  let  not  oar  sins 
now  cry  against  as  for  yengeance;  but 
hear  us  thy  poor  servants  begging 
mercy,  and  imploring  thy  help,  and 
that  thou  wouldest  be  a  defence  unto 
OS  against  the  face  of  the  enemy.  Make 
it  appear  that  thon  art  onr  Saviour  and 
mighty  DeHverer,  throagh  Jesas  Christ 
onr  Lord.  Amm,* 

We  may  be  sure,  tli  it  iLe  man  who 
could  thus  dare  to  do  what  he  deemed 
to  be  right,  and  to  brave  the  sneers  of 
the  godleaa  and  tlie  profane,  would  en- 
ter upon  the  battle  doubly  and  trebly 
armed  for  the  fight,  as  M^Donough  was, 
and  as  his  eondact  on  this  eyentfol  day 
abondantly  'proved.* 


*  Ingenan  1ii>  Mnw  Tery  appropriate  ranarks  on 

th'xs  topic^  which  do  his  heart  and  head  both  credit 
Ibe  great  (jbaag/n  whwb  have  takco  pkoa  In  the  relig- 
ioos  spirit  and  tone  of  Oie  navy,  sinee  thatmemonble 

Siindiy,  the  11th  of  September,  1814,  are  worthy  of 
note  and  thankfulnaaa.  "Mittory  qf  tht  3ic»nd  IPor," 

vol  iL,  pp.  isy^ 


Long  and  hotly  contested  was  the 

battle  of  Lake  Champlain.  Captain 
Downie,  in  the  CJonfiance,  engaged  the 
Saratoga,  which  was  JSTDonough's  flag 
ship,  and  it  was  confidently  expected, 
that  with  his  superior  force  he  would 
soon  be  able  to  reduce  the  American 
eommander  to  sabmiasion.  For  more 
than  two  houn  the  battle  raged,  both 
sides  suffering  greatly.  The  gon^  on 
the  starboard  aide  of  the  Saratoga  were 
by  this  time  nearly  all  dismounted  or 
unmanageable,  and  the  situation  of  the 
enemy  was  little  better.  Whichever 
could  succeed  in  that  difficult  naval 
manosnvre,  viz.,  winding  his  vessel 
roond  and  bringing  a  new  broadmde 
to  bear,  seemed  to  have  the  best  chance 
of  victory.  The  Confiance  essayed  it 
in  vain ;  but  the  efforts  of  M'Donough 
in  the  Saratoga,  enabled  him  to  take 
the  position  he  wished.  The 
battle  was  now  speedily  de- 
cided. The  Cbnfiance  and  other  ves- 
seUi  surrendered.  Three  of  the  galleys 
were  sank;  the  ten  others  escaped.  By 
the  time  this  deq>entte  contest  was  over, 
there  was  scarcely  a  mast  in  either 
squadron  capable  of  bearing  a  sail,  and 
the  greater  part  of  the  vessels  were  in 
a  Hiukint^  state.  There  were  fifty-five 
round  shot  in  the  hull  of  the  Saratoga, 
and  in  the  Oonfiauce  one  hundred  and 
five.  The  Saratoga  was  twice  set  on 
fire  by  hot  shot  Of  the  crew  of  the 
Confiance,  fifty  were  killed,  and  sixty 
wounded ;  among  the  former  was  Cap- 
tain Downie.  On  board  the  Saratoga, 
there  were  twentv-eicrht  killed,  and 
twenty-nine  wounded.  The  total  loss 
in  the  American  squadron  amounted 
to   fifty-two  killed,  sind  fifty-eight 
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vomided.  The  enemy  liad  fighty- 
foor  killed,  end  one  hundred  end  toi 

wounded.  The  action  lasted  two  honrs 

and  twenty  minutes. 

On  land,  meanwhile,  the  battle  was 
urged  l)y  Prevost  with  vigor  and  skill. 
His  batteries  poured  fui*th  shells  and 
rocketa  during  the  whole  time,  and, 
oonfldently  counting  upon  Downie*8 
sooeesB  on  the  Luke,  he  deemed  it  cer- 
tain that  he  ahonld  be  equally  snoceas^ 
fnl  in  carrying  the  American  works. 
Three  fierce  attempts  were  made  by 
the  British  to  cross  the  Saranac,  and 
crush  the  Americans  by  assault;  but 
they  were  bravely  met,  and  failed  in 
accomplishing  their  purposes.  When 
the  dionts  of  onr  oonntiymen  an- 
nounced that  the  British  fleet  had  sww 
rendered,  Frevoet  felt  that  it  was  use- 
less to  protract  the  oonteet  Although 
the  firing  was  kept  up  till  dark,  his 
plans  ^v'pre  completely  frustrated.  Now 
that  the  Americans  had  the  ccnminnd 
of  Lake  Cliamplain,  the  possession  of 
their  works  ou  the  land  could  not  serve 
Mm  in  any  fnrllier  design ;  and  in  the 
mean  time,  he  was  exposed  to  danger 
which  increased  with  the  hourly  aug- 
mentation of  the  American  force.  He 
determined  therefore  to  raise  the  siege. 
Under  cover  of  the  night  he  sent  o(T 
all  the  baggage  and  artillery  for  which 
he  could  obtain  means  of  transporta- 
tion; and  precipitately  followed  with 
aU  his  forces,  leaving  behind  him  the 
rick  and  wounded.  Early  the  next 
monung,  the  Americans  started  in  pur^ 
auit^  but  it  was  not  pressed  beyond 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles  from  Platts- 
burg.  The  British  loss  in  killed, 
wounded,  and  miaaisg,  was  estimated 

I  
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at  about  fiftem  hundred;  that  of  the 
Americana  waa  thirty-eeven  kiUed,  six- 
ty-two wounded,  and  twenty  missing.* 
A  laige  quantity  of  provisions,  ammu* 

nition,  and  implements  of  war  was  left 
by  the  enemy,  on  tin  ir  retreat;  snbse- 
(piently,  other  ^;^]u:L]^le  stores  were 
found  hidden  in  marches  or  buried  in 
the  ground. 

On  the  18th  of  September,  the 
American  and  British  officers  who  fiell 
in  battle,  were  interred  with  the  honors 
of  war.  liTDonoagh,  equally  with  Perry 
and  other  brave  defenders  of  our  coun- 
try's rights,  received  the  due  meed  of 
praise  for  his  humanity  and  kindness 
to  the  vunq^uished  foe. 

Soon  after  the  brilliant  sortie  from 
Fort  Erie,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
(p.  289)  General  bard  airived,  and  be- 
ing the  senior  officer,  to(^  the  command, 
wliile  General  Brown  was  ordered  to 
Sackett's  Harbor.  The  Americans  be- 
ing now  strong  enough  to  com-  j^^^ 
mence  offensive  operations,  Col- 
onel Hind  man  wjia  left  at  Fort  ilrie 
with  a  sufficient  garrison,  and  ^e  army 
again  advanced  towards  Chippewa;  but 
the  British  were  rather  shy  in  TNltu^ 
ing  to  meet  their  opponents.  Nothing 
of  moment  occurred  until  the  18th  of 
October,  when  General  Bissell  was  or- 
dered, with  a  detachment  of  his  brig- 
ade, nine  hnndred  in  number,  to  the 

*  jUiaoB,  in  |(l*tef  w  Meoont  of  diit  brttk  «7* 

that  the  loss  of  tho  British  was  not  more  lharj  i\\  e  or 
lix  hundnd.   The  same  writer  ststea,  respecting  Pre- 

which  this  order  excited  among  the  British  oEBccrs,  in- 
und  ia  Sfun  to  h  long  ooutm  of  Ti^oiy,  tbkt  sevend 

scrro  again;  ami  tin:  firmv.  in  mournful  Bubmifision, 

kims«t7  wound  iu  wi^  bMk  to  Uie  CaudknfroDtMr." 


OPEBAHONS  in  THJS  NOBIU  during  1814. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Gk.XL] 


WESTERN  OPERATIONS. 


neighborhood  of  Cook's  Wl\s^  at  Lyon's 
Creek,  a  bnuich  of  tbe  Chippewa,  for 
the  purpose  of  destroying  the  enemy's 
stores  in  that  qnwter.  Having  driven 
in  the  picket  guard,  and  captured  its 
officers,  Bissell  encamped  for  the  night. 
Thf  noxt  morning,  he  was  attacked  by 
the  Marquis  of  Tweedale,  with  not  lesg 
than  twelve  hundred  men :  but  the  en- 
emy waa  repulsed  aud  driven  back  again 
to  their  entrendiments,  leaving  their 
killed  and  wonnded  behind.  Biasell 
havmg  aocompKBhed  hb  dengn,  re- 
tnnied  to  Black  Eock  with  a  kes  of 
twelve  killed  and  fifty-five  woonded. 
The  weather  growing  cold,  an'T  the  sea- 
son for  military  operations  drawing  to 
a  close,  it  was  determined  to  destroy 
Fort  Erie,  and  evacuate  Upper  Canada, 
This  was  accordingly  effected ;  and  early 
in  November,  thB  troops  were  trans- 
ported to  the  American  aide,  and  dis- 
tributed  in  winter  quarters  at  Bnlblo, 
Black  Rock,  and  Batavia.* 

During  the  Bummer  of  this  year,  an 
expedition  was  undertaken  for  the  pur- 
pose of  recovering  Mackinaw.   A  part 
of  the  squadron  on  Lake  Erie,  had  for 
tills  object  been  extended  into  Lake 
Horooyinider  the  command  of  Commo- 
*  dore  fiindair.    Cotkmel  Ooghaii,  ao^ 
companied  by  B&jor  Holmes,  left  De- 
troit on  the  Sth  of  July.  Co-operating 
with  Commodore  Sinclair,  they 
succeeded  in  destroying  the 
British  cstAblishments  at  St.  Joseph's 


*  IngcraoU  (vol  il,  pp.  109-14)  has  sonae  reflection; 
on  the  "moral  effect"  of  the  war  as  carriwl  on  in  Um 
Dorth.  Um  iwder  wiU  fiod  tium  vortt^  his  tttentioa, 


and  the  Sault  de  St  Marie,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Mackinaw.  Crc|ghan  land- 
ed his  troops  on  the  4th  of  Aognst,  bnt 

his  force  was  not  snffifii^it  to  reduce 
the  fortress.  The  attempt  was  attended 

with  the  loss  of  many  brave  officers, 
among  whom  was  Major  Holmes.  Two 
vessels,  which  were  left  by  the  Ameri- 
cans to  prevent  supplies  arriving  at  the 
fort,  were  blown  up  by  the  British. 
Commodore  Sindair,  however,  sno* 
oeeded  in  ofl|itoxing  the  last  of  their 
yeasela  on  the  upper  lakes.* 

General  HanisoD,  vexed  at  the  con- 
duct of  the  secretary  of  war,  who  was 
no  fi'iend  of  his,  and  who  violated  the 
usual  military  etiqnpfto  on  various  oc- 
c.'isions,  sent  iu  Iils  iLciicuatioa  of  the 
post  of  major-general  in  the  army. 
His  letter  was  written  from  Cincinnati, 
nnder  date  of  "Mjhj  11th,  and  he  re- 
tired to  priyate  lifSi. 

On  the  22d  of  October,  General 
AT  Arthur,  who  took  the  command  after 
Gen6ral  ITarrison's  resignation,  left  De- 
troit, with  about  seven  hundred  riif'Ti, 
and  marched  iu  the  direction  of  the 
River  Thames.  Having  dispersed  the 
British  detachments  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  Thames  destroyed  all  ihdr  stores, 
and  taken  one  hundred  and  fifty  pris- 
oners, IVr Arthur^  detadiment,  on  the 
7th  of  November,  returned  to  Detroit 
in  good  order,  and  with  the  loss  of  only 
OTIC  man.  The  troops  were  then  dis- 
charged and  returned  home. 


*  M'Afce,  in  his  Ilistor)',  (p.  410-53)  gives  &  lull  ac- 
count of  tbm  epmtions  in  the  northwest  at  ttlil  dirft^ 
with  oofMoi  ^oflCitioDft  flrom  ktt«%  doouaHil^  fia 
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TiTE  Eritlsh  sqnndron  on  tlio  coast 
continued  their  system  of  petty  plun- 
dering and  devastating,  wherever  they 
found  opportunity.  Especially  was  this 
plan  pursued  on  the  waters  of  tlie  Ches- 
apeake, wh^  Gockbnm  was  in 
^^'^*  oommand;  and  nnmerons  and 
disgraceful  inroads  were  made  under 
his  direction,  or  with  his  entire  sanction. 
A  flotilla  for  the  defence  of  the  inlets 
and  prnaller  rivers  of  the  bay,  consist- 
ing of  a  cutter,  two  guuboate,  and  nine 
barges,  was  placed  under  command  of 
Commodore  Barney,  who,  during  the 
monih  of  June,  perfomed  a  nmnber  of 
gallant  exploit*  UL  the  discharge  of  his 
Teiponsible  duties.  Every  attempt  of 
the  enemy  to  capture  the  flotilla  failed, 
Barney  at  times  running  up  small  creeks 
oat  of  reach  of  the  British  gons;  at  other 


time;',  snencing  them  by  his  saperior 
skill  and  accuracy  in  firing. 

Cockburn  had  menaced  Washington 
during  the  preceding  year ;  but  the  sec- 
retary of  war  and  others  never  believed 
that  any  attack  was  serionaty  contonp 
plated.  The  defences  appeared  to  he 
all  that  was  necessary,  and  it  was 
tliought  that  the  British  wonld  not 
dare,  with  any  force  at  their  command, 
to  attempt  so  hazardous  an  expedition 

that  of  jLssaulting  the  capital  of  the 
United  States.  But  England,  now  that 
Napoleon  was  subdutsd,  having  abund- 
ance of  ships  and  men  mioccapied,  (see 
p.  228)  determined  to  strike  a  blow  or 
two  whksk  should  tell  with  tremendous 
elTect,  and  compel  the  Americans  to  sne 
for  peace  on  any  terms. 

The  president  of  the  United  States, 
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not  unaware  d  the  threatened  ukTarion, 
by  neirs  vHcK  reached  lum  at  the  end 

01  June,  called  a  council  of  the  heads 
of  the  department.^,  nn  i  suggested  the 
propriety  of  collectiiiL''  all  tlie  regnlars 
within  reach)  of  forniiiig  a  camp  of  at 
least  three  thousand  men  at  some  point 
between  the  Patuxent  and  the  £astern 
Bianeh  of  the  Potomao,  and  of  embody- 
ing ten  thonsand  mifitia  at  Washington. 
These  -Tknrs  appeared  to  meet  the  ap- 
prohadon  of  all;  and  there  seems  no 
reason  to  doubt,  that  could  they  have 
been  carried  into  execution,  both  the 
cities  of  Baltimore  and  Washmgton 
•might  safely  have  bid  defiance  to  the 
British  urmij.  Steps  were  immediately 
taken  m  fortikerance  of  the  plan  sug- 
gested. Itecpiiations  were  niade  (m  the 
Distnet  of  Colnmbia^  for  her  whole 
quota  of  mffit^ft,  amounting  to  two 
thousand  men;  on  Maryland  for  the 
same,  six  thousand  men;  on  Pennsylva- 
nia, for  five  thonsand  men  ;  and  on  Vir- 
giniii,  for  two  thousand  men;  making  in 
the  whole,  fifteen  thousand  men ;  of 
which,  ten  thousand,  it  was  confidently 
thought,  woold  not  &fl  to  take  the  field. 
It  waa  asoertauied,  that  about  a  thou- 
sand regulars  oould  be  dq>ended  on ; 
besides  a  squadron  of  horse  then  in 
Pennsylvania,  some  additional  regulars 
which  were  ordcretl  from  Nortli  Caro- 
lina, and  Commodore  Barney's  men,  in 
case  it  should  be  found  necessary  to 
abandon  the  flotilla.  On  paper,  this 
wascertiunly  a  highly  respectable  Ibree; 
but,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  tiie 
ten  or  fifteen  thousand  militia  were  yet 
to  be  called  together,  and  when  assem- 
bled, they  were  to  be  disciplined,  and 
put  in  some  sort  of  preparation  to  meet 


it4n 

a  veteran  fborce  like  that-  which  was 
about  to  invade  the  country. 

The  District  of  Columbia,  Maryland, 
and  part  of  Virginia,  was  formed  into 
a  new  military  district,  and  on  the  5tli 
of  July,  tlie  command  was  bestowed 
upon  General  Winder.  He  entered 
upon  his  difficult  command  with  alac- 
rity, but  every  thing  nearly  was  to  be 
done,  fortifioationa  to  be  erected,  troops 
collected,  plans  matured,  etc 
Diffioolties  of  yari  us  kinds 
sprang  up  in  liis  path.  The  governor 
of  Mar}'land  called  for  three  thousand 
militia,  but  hl^  call  brought  out  about 
as  many  Inmclred.  The  governor  of 
Pennsyivjiaia  had  no  authority  at  all 
to  drait  men,  and  oould  only  appeal  to 
the  pa^otism  of  the  people,  with  very 
ittdififevent  success,  sa  may  be  supposed. 
Thus  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  fitiil- 
ing,  nearly  half  of  the  fifteen  thousand 
were  cut  off  at  once,  and  of  the  T)alance, 
not  more  than  one  third  could  he  relied 
on.  At  the  beginning  of  August,  Win- 
der had  only  a  thousand  regulars  col- 
lected, and  less  than  two  thousand  mili- 
tia. Some  troops  embodied  at  Annap- 
olis, and  a  brigade  of  Maryhmd  militia 
from  Baltimore,  nnder  General  Stans- 
bury,  were  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
the  American  commander;  and  it  was 
hoi)ed,  that  volunteei"s  would  tloclc  in 
and  rej>el  the  insulting  and  hauglity 
enemy.  But,  as  is  at  once  evident,  with 
such  miserably  insufficient  preparation, 
the  British  general  would  meet  with 
very  littie  to  hindw  him  from  accom- 
plishing his  purpose.* 


*  Ingcreoll  (toL  iL,  p.  IM)  gires  a  graphic  aooount 
at  Um»  potittoo  of  thiiigs  »fe  WMhingtoo,  in  ikm  of 
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On  the  16tli  of  August^  twenty-one 
sail  of  the  line,  under  Admiral  Coch- 
rane, arrived  in  Chesapeake  Bay,  and 

effected  a  junction  with  Cockburn's 
equadron.  The  enemy's  force  wiw  di- 
Tided  into  three  parte.  One  divifiion 
was  sent  up  the  Potomac,  under  Cap- 
tain Gordon,  for  the  purpose  of  bom- 
barding Fort  Warbnrton,  and  opening 
the  vaytothedtyof  Waahmgtoa;  and 
another,  under  Sir  Peter  Parker,  was 
dispatched  to  threaten  Baltimore.  The 
main  hody  a>icended  the  Patuxent^  ap- 
parently with  the  intention  of  destroy- 
ing Commodore  Barney's  flotilla,  which 
had  tiiken  refuge  at  the  head  of  that 
river,  but  with  the  real  intention,  as  it 
was  soon  diaoovered,  of  attacking  Wash- 
ington. Inproeecntioiiof  tUsphuiythe 
expedition  prooeeded  to  Benedict,  the 
head  of  frigate  navigation,  and  about 
forty  miles  southeast  of  the  capital 
Benedict,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Pa- 
tuxent,  was  reached  on  the  19th  of  Au- 
gust ;  and  on  the  next  day,  the  debark- 
ation of  the  land  forces,  under  General 
Koss,  was  completed.  On  the  21st,  pur- 


tbc  expected  ineurrion  of  the  Britfeh.   **Tbere  weee 

no  funda;  though  llie  city  banks  proHWcd  a  few  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  their  depreciated,  and  io  ft 
Tory  foir  days  nnoonvtrtible  paper, — as,  with  ttw  M 
of  Washington,  all  bonks  south  of  Kcw  Kngknd 
stopped  pajmeots  in  coin.  There  were  no  riflcsi  not 
flints  eooagli;  American  gonpow^  wm  Inferior  to 
English  ;  tlu  ro  was  not  a  cannon  mounted  for  the  do- 
fence  of  (he  scat  of  goTemment;  not  a  regular  soldier 
there ;  not »  fintreas,  Invastworic,  or  ndOtaiy  fiirtilloap 
Ikni  of  any  kind,  within  twelve  miles.  The  neighbor- 
ing uiilitia  of  Mainland  and  Virginia  were  worn  down 
by  disaatnms  and  mortifying  flarioe^  tooted  and  At- 
heartened.  Tlic  jjroivorUon  of  regular  troop)<i,  all  of 
them  nwro  recruito,  ncrer  tried  in  fire,  was  like  that 
of  eoin  to  paper,  in  tho  wratdwd  cmmtfi  »  mtH 
an  infusion  of  precious  metal,  tlllltiim  WW  iOWMly 
aqy  substanoe  to  relj  upon." 


smog  the  comae  of  the  xhrer,  the  txoopi 

moved  to  Nottingham,  and  on  the  22d, 
arrived  at  Upper  Marlborough ;  a  flo- 
tilla, con5?isting  of  launches  and  barges, 
under  the  cotumand  of  Admiral  Cock- 
burn,  ascending  the  river  and  keeping 
pace  with  them.  The  day  following, 
the  flotilla  of  Commodore  Bamey,  in 
obedience  to  the  ovdeiB  of  the  eeeretaiy 
of  the  navy,  was  blown  np  by  men  kft 
for  the  purpose ;  the  commodore  having 
already  joined  General  Winder  vith  his 
seamen  and  marines. 

The  force  under  General  Ross  num- 
bered not  more  than  four  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  although  rumor  and  sud- 
den fright  expanded  his  army  into  at 
least  ten  tbonsand  men.  Ths 
advance  was  dow;  1^  not  on^ 
did  the  total  absence  of  reoBtance  sng* 
gest  the  need  of  precaution  against  am- 
buscades, but  the  soldiers,  long  cooped 
up  in  the  ships,  were  too  ranch  fatigued, 
by  the  weight  of  their  accoutrements 
and  provisions,  to  proceed  rapidly.  Oc- 
casionally, a  few  of  the  famous  riflemen 
of  the  baekwooda  showed  themsdTeg 
to  the  mvadhog  feice ;  who  also  canight 
sight  of  bo^MB  <3S  American  soldieiy, — 
now  posted  strongly  on  some  rising 
ground,  whence  they  hastily  withdrew 
as  the  British  advanced, — now  rapidly 
evacuating  some  town,  as  the  T?rifish 
entered, — and  now  envclopped  in  clouds 
of  dust,  as  they  crossed  the  line  of  the 
British  march.  Later  still,  at  night,  the 
outposts  were  consctons  of  tho  near  a|v 
proadi  of  small  parties  of  Americans, 
apparently  intent  on  the  captore  or 
death  of  stra^lers;  and  these  casual- 
ties were  Ro  frequent,  in  consequence 
of  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  the  pe* 
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culiaritied  of  the  country  aad  climate, 
tliat  the  haltdng  places  vera  never  many 
miles  apart  Hie  inhabitants  of  Ixnth 
coumtiy  and   towns,  paniofitrickeo, 

seemed  to  disappear  in  mass  before 
the  face  of  the  truculent  invaders. 

General  Winder's  force  amounted  to 
about  three  tbousund  men  at  this  time, 
the  half  of  whom  were  militia,  wlio  had 
never  seen  as  yet  aa  engagement.  The 
Baltimore  and  Aunapolis  militia  had 
not  amved,  and  the  'Vuginia  detadt 
ment  was  still  delayed.  Wmdex's 
esmp  w  iw  i\t  Woodyard,  about  twelve 
milw  from  Washington.  Early  on  the 
morning  of  Monday,  the  2  2d  of  Au- 
gust, an  advance  corps,  under  Colonel 
Soott  and  Major  Porter  marched  on 
the  road  to  Nottingham,  and 
were,  for  the  first  tune,  brought 
in  sight  of  the  enemy ;  yet  the  Ameri* 
can  commander,  though  the  men  were 
eager  for  action,  would  not  ruk  it  with 
raw  and  undisciplined  troops.  Thus, 
General  Ross,  who  had  left  the  ship 
ping  with  gr  eat  uneasine^  was  allowed, 
without  cavalry,  with  hardly  a  piece  of 
cannon,  to  advance  unmoleated,  through 
a  wcU-settled  country,  abounding  in  de- 
files, rayines,  stivams,  woods,  and  the 
like^  of  which  the  AmericBBS  took  no 
advantage,  but  kept  retreatiDg  without 
ft  blow  in  defence  of  their  homes  and 
firesides.  Winder  fell  back  to  the  Bat- 
talion Old  Fields,  a  position  about  eight 
miles  from  Marlborough,  and  covering 
Bladensburg,  the  biidgcs  on  the  eastern 
branch  of  the  Potomac,  and  Fort  Wai'- 
burton. 

On  the  same  evening,  General  Stans- 
bury  arrived  with  his  brigade  at  Bla> 
deusboi^,  after  a  veiy  fttigaing  march, 
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and  was  joined  the  next  evening  by  the 
fifth  Baltimore  regiment,  under  Colonel 
Sterrett,  and  a  rifie  battalion  under  Ma- 
jor Pinkney,  in  all  about  twenty-two 
hundred  men.  Monroe,  the  secretary 
of  state,  who  had  been  active  in  giving 
his  advice  and  asswtancc  to  AVindor, 
reached  Stansbuiy's  qnartera  about 
midnight,  and  informing  him  of  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  on  General 
Winder,  advised  him  to  &11  on  the 
rear  of  the  British  immediately;  but 
Stamtborj,  with  hts  troops  fatigued  by 
their  recent  march,  declined  doing  this, 
and  remained  during  the  night  at  hia 
poet.  Determining  to  move  towards 
Washington,  liavuig  iieard  of  Winder'?? 
retreat,  btansbury,  before  day,  crossed 
the  bridge  over  the  eastern  brauch  of 
the  Potomac,  and  after  seeuring  his  rear, 
halted  iat  a  few  hours.  Early  in  the 
monung,  he  agab  moved  forward,  with 
the  view  of  taldng  posaesrion  of  some 
ground  fi>r  defence,  when  orders  were 
received  from  General  Winder  to  give 
battle  to  the  enemy  at  Bladensburg,  iu 
case  they  came  that  wAy.  Ix)oking  up- 
on his  tired  and  raw  troops,  and  con- 
sidering the  number  of  the  enemy,  two 
or  three  times  as  great  as  his  own,  Stans- 
bury  and  his  officers  resolved  that  it 
wss  impossible  for  them  to  make  head 
against  the  invaders;  hut  receiving  per- 
emptory orders  to  meet  the  enemy  at 
Bladensburg,  Stanaljury  liad  no  alter- 
native, and  prepared  us  best  he  could, 
for  what  wa<»  before  hini. 

General  Winder's  cuiup  and  army 
were  encumbered  rather  than  en* 
eouraged  by  the  presence  of  the  ex- 
ecutive of  the  United  States  himsell^ 
with  his  seeretariss  of  state,  war,»  and 
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Davy,  and  attorney-general.  Oontrft> 
dietory  romon,  and,  in  gweral,  great 
alarm  prevailed  there,  and  made  it  a 
scene  of  diaqaiet  and  disorder,  almost 

surpassing  imagination  to  conceive. 
"Such,"  Jiays  Ingersoll,  "was  tlie  lax- 
ity of  discipline,  insubordination,  and 
turbulence,  probably  unavoidable  in  a 
heterogeneous  assemblage  on  a  sudden, 
of  dtiaens  armed  and  unarmed,  that  an 
old  officer  present  desmbed  the  eamp 
as  open  as  a  race-field,  and  noisy  as  a 
fair ;  the  militia  and  sailors,  boisterous 
with  mirth  or  quarrels,  the  countersign 
given  80  loudly  by  the  sentinels,  that  it 
might  be  heard  fifty  yards." 

On  the  23d  of  August,  the  British, 
fulliug  iu  with  a  strong  body  of  Ameri- 
cans, practised  a  raiher  stale  tAtsk  upon 
them, — ^they  wheeled  off  from  the  main 
road,  and  took  the  direction  of  Alex- 
andria. Yet  the  bait  tool^  General 
Winder  abandoned  the  strong  position 
he  had  seized  on  the  main  road, 
harassed  his  troops  by  a  need- 
less march  towards  that  town,  and  dis- 
covered his  mistake  only  time  enough 
to  occupy  the  heights  of  Bladensburg, 
jost  before  the  enemy  came  in  sight,  on 
the  foUowing  day.  Before  this  nnwise 
retreat  was  undertaken,  the  president 
r  viewed  above  three  thousand  men,.in 
Winder's  camp,  in  the  hope  of  raising 
in  the  breasts  of  the  disheartened  sol- 
diei"s,  a  courageous  animation  which  he 
did  not  himself  appear  to  possess.  New 
bands  of  militia  and  volunteers  joined 
subsequently ;  but  not  in  such  numbers 
as  was  expected  or  hoped  for;  and  the 
entire  force  under  Winder  did  not  at  any 
time  much  exceed  five  thousand  men. 
Leaving  Winder  posted  in  three  lineS| 
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on  the  rising  gronnd  above  Bladens* 
bnxg,  with  twenty-siz  gons  eommand* 
ing  the  only  bridge  by  which  the  nar- 
row ravine  and  slxeam  in  his  front  coold 

be  crossed,  we  may  notice,  in  passing, 
the  conduct  of  the  executive  and  the 
heads  of  departments.  Every  man  ap- 
pears to  have  been  willing  to  contri- 
bute whatever  he  had,  towards  making 
a  general  and  an  army.  Blonroe  rode 
over  to  the  field  early  m  the  day,  and 
connselled  the  loan  of  General  Arm- 
strong to  the  perplexed  commander  at 
Bladensburg;  the  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury, whom  the  state  of  the  finances  had 
plunged  into  a  state  of  profound  de- 
pression, lent  his  duelling  pistols  to  the 
president.  Madison  and  his  staff  of 
civilians,  hearing  of  the  a|^roach  of 
the  enemy,  and  desirous  of  affi>rdiog 
his  countenance  to  General  Winder  and 
his  men,  were  very  near  riding  into  the 
ranks  of  the  British,  by  mistake.  He 
soon  fonnd  out  that  he  coold  do  little 
to  aid,  and  at  the  first  onset  he  returned 
to  Washington,  having,  after  consulting 
his  cabinet  ofhcei's  grouped  round  him 
on  horseback,  released  the  brave  Joshua 
Barney  firom  the  task  of  blowing  up 
some  bridges,  and  having  sent  him  and 
his  jolly  tars  with  their  guns  into  line, 
in  order  to  do  something  for  the  credit 
of  the  American  name. 

Though  excessively  fatigued  witli  tlie 
heat  and  oppressiveness  of  the  weather, 
the  British,  when  couimaoded  to  ad- 
vance, pushed  into  the  village,  which 
the  Americans  had  neglected 
to  occupy.  After  a  short 
onTuUeeancey  during  which  the  column 
sheltered  itself  from  the  fire  of  the 
American  guns  behind  the  houses,  they 
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made  a  dftsh  at  the  nanow  bridge, 
where  theysnflfoied  severely  bcytli  from 
the  artiltexy  and  firom  Pinkney^s  rifle- 
men. Covered  in  tiieir  attack  by  vol- 
leys of  rockets,  ttey  wheeled  off  to  the 
right  and  left  of  f]\v^  road,  and  quickly 
cleared  the  thicket  of  the  Araericuu 
skiimishers,  who,  falling  back  with  pre- 
cipitation upon  the  first  line,  threw-  it 
into  disorder,  before  it  had  flred  a  shot 
In  a  period  of  time  almost  iiu^edibly 
short,  and  when  the  British  had  scarcely 
shown  themselves,  the  whole  of  that 
line,  bein^  ordered  to  retreat  by  Gen- 
eral Winder,  gave  way,  and  fied  in  the 
utmost  confusian.* 

For  a  wliUe,  the  aecoud  line  not  only 
stood  their  ground,  but  drove  back  the 
enemy — ^who,  lightening  then»elves  by 
throwing  awaj  their  knapsacks,  ex- 
tended their  ranks  so  as  to  show  an 
equal  front  with  the  Americana — al- 
most to  the  wooded  bank  of  the  river. 
But  now  the  second  brigade  of  the  Brit- 
ish had  crossed,  and  having  formed,  waa 
advancing  to  the  charge  in  firm  array ; 
threatened  thus,  and  their  left  flank, 
being  turned,  tiie  whde  American  line 
wavered,  and  then  broke,  and  rushed 
from  the  field  in  total  and  indiscrim- 
inate flight.  Barney  and  his  sailors 
alone  otitTed  any  resistance.  They 
were  employed  as  gnnncrs,  and  not 
only  did  they  serve  their  guns  with  a 


•  Colond  Williams's  recently  published  ^^Hutory 
qf  the  Intation  and  Captmr*  qf  Watkington"  enters 
Into  details  more  fully  than  we  can  possibly  do :  his 
Tolumo  is  a  wcO  timed  contribution  to  existing  works 
on  the  subject,  and  we  hare  little  doubt  that,  in  the 
main,  he  is  right  in  snppoeing  that  the  troops  have 
been  unduly  censored  for  wliat  took  place,  and  emdo 
to  bav  the  Umm  vbkh  lielii^r  bdoqged  dNwlun^ 
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quickness  and  predion  which  aston^ 
ished  dieir  assaOants,  bat  they  stood 

till  some  of  them  were  actually  bayw 
netted,  with  fnseea  in  their  hands ;  nor 
was  it  tin  the  gallant  Barney  was 
wounded  and  taken,  nrid  they  saw 
themselves  de^rted  on  all  sides  by  the 
soldiers,  that  they  quitted  the  £eld. 

Not  more  than  fifty  of  the  Americans 
w^re  killed|  or  woimded,  upon  this  mem* 
oiable  ooesaon;  tiie  rest  fled  in  a.state 
of  terror  and  dcJmiun ;  **  the  only  death 
on  the  retreat  was  sud  to  be  that  of  a 
captain  of  the  regular  army,  of  approved 
courage,  who,  tnkrn  with  the  contagion 
of  unanimous  panic,  ran  with  the  crowd 
till  he  fell,  fainted,  and  expired."  The 
loss  on  the  part  of  the  English  was 
some  seven  or  eight  hnndred  killed, 
womded,  and  missing;  indnding  sev- 
eral officers  of  rank  and  distinction. 
The  Americans  left  ten  of  their  gona 
in  the  hands  of  the  victors.  None  of 
their  artillery,  except  that  which  the 
saDors  worked,  was  fired  more 

aai4* 

than  twice  or  thrice.  The  Brit- 
ish were  able  to  bring  only  one  of  their 
guns  into  actum,  ^e  conquerors  in 
this  extraordinary  engagement,  (which 
lasted  firom  one  till  icmr  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon  of  the  24th  of  August,)  un- 
provided with  cavalry,  and  completely 
exhausted  with  he;\t  and  toil,  were  un- 
able to  pursue  the  flying  Americans. 
Rest  was  so  indispeusal)le  them,  that 
they  laid  down  and  slept  upon  the  field 
of  hattle;  nor  conld  they  resume  the 
march  till  after  some  two  hours*  sleeps 
when,  in  the  cool  of  the  evening,  they 
set  out  towards  "Washington. 

The  few  efforts  made  by  General 
Winder  to  methodise  the  rout^  and 
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oonvert  it  into  a  rafaraati  w«re  hut  par- 
tially enoeessfoL  Aboat  two  thoiiaaiid 
weH-aimed  OMDr-HiHsfaidiiig  a  Yiiginia 
regiment^  which,  though  it  came  up  tiie 

preceding  evening,  could  not  get  fli^ 
plied  with  flints,  until  the  last  gun  was 
discharged  on  their  side  in  the  battle — 
were  kept  tocjetlier,  and  halted  for  a 
momeut  about  two  miles  from  Wash- 
ingtoiL  '^Bat  General  Wyider  "  says 
IngOBoIli  deemed  it  pmdent  to  order 
them  to  611  back,  from  the  position  they 
oceopied  and  reloetantly  left,  to  another 
nearer  the  city ;  where  he  contemplated 
making  a  stand.  Arrived  and  lialted 
there,  however,  he  ordered  them  again 
to  retire  to  the  capitol,  where  they  were 
finally  to  await  the  enemy.  There 
General  ArmsU'ong  suggested  throwing 
them  into  the  two  wings  of  that  stone, 
strong  bmldingf  bnt  Winder  rejected 
the  proposal  with  some  warmth,  and 
^Monroe  coincided  with  him  in  opinion. 
"The  capitol,  he  feared,  might  prove  a 
cul-de-sai\  from  Avhich  there  would  be 
no  escape  ;  the  only  safety  wa3  to  rally 
on  the  Hfight^j  of  Georgetown,  beyond 
Washington.  For  the  seven ih  time 
that  day,  a  retreat|  therefore,  was  onoe 
more  eommanded.  Li  anguish  and  with 
loud  execrations,  some  of  them  in  tears, 
the  city  troopy,  with  the  rest,  for  the 
last  time  turned  their  backs  on  the  en- 
emy, then  f;wt  asleep  on  the  parched 
earth  not  more  than  cannon  shot  from 
the  Ciipital.  To  desert  their  homes,  fam- 
ilies, and  dwellings;  to  march 
degraded  by  th^r  forsaken 
wives  and  children,  leaving  all  they 
had  or  cherished  to  the  barbarities  of 
an  enn^cd  and  inhuman  invader,  was 
insapportablo.  Both  at  their  first  or- 
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der  to  retreat  toward  the  capitol,  and 
thdr  last  to  retreat  from  it,  and  mardi 
beyond  the  dty,  insnbordinate  protests, 
oaths,  tean^  and  hatter  complaints  broke 
forth.  To  preserve  order  in  ranks  so 
demoralized  and  degraded,  was  impos- 
sible. Broken,  scattered,  licentious, 
aud  tumultuous,  they  wandered  along 
the  central,  solitary  avenue,  which  ia 
the  great  entry  of  Washington;  when 
arrived  at  Georgetown,  were  a  mere 
mob^  from  whom  it  was  pr^oeteroiis 
to  suppose  that  an  army  could  be  ov* 
ganized,  to  make  a  stand  there;  and,  in 
nearly  as  great  disorder  as  the  runar 
gates,  who  preceded  them  acrosa  the 
fields,  without  venturing  into  the  city, 
the  remnant  of  disgraced  freemen 
reached  Tenlytown  in  utter  mortifieso 
tion ;  there  to  be  distmrbed  and  alarmed 
nearly  all  night  by  the  oonflagration, 
as  they  had  reason  to  believe,  of  every 
house  in  Washington,  whose  lurid 
flames,  with  the  detonation  from  the 
navy  yanl,  wen3  the  shocking  sights 
and  sounds  of  all  the  surround ing  coun- 
try, filled  with  fugitives  of  both  sexes, 
all  ages,  and  thousands  of  them  men 
<tf  courage,  sleeping  on  their  arms. 
Broken,  scattered,  and  disgusted,  most 
wended  their  way  to  Montgomery  court 
house,  fifteen  miles  from  Geoi^town, 
where  their  unquestionably  brave,  but 
ill-starred  and  ill-advised  eommander, 
stung  with  poignant  sorrow,  dei)lored 
that  he  had  not  at  Nottingham,  at  the 
old  fields  at  Bladensburg,  at  Washing- 
ton, somewhere,  if  not  everywhere^  less 
scrupulous  of  bloodshed,  by  freer  ex- 
penditure of  that  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  neighboni,  saved  the  capital  of  his 
country  from  pro&natioo,  Mid  its  nfr 


Digitized  by 


Google 


It 


TH£  D£VASTAIION  OF  THE  CmT. 


358 


tbnal  character  from  indelible  diB» 
grace."* 

At  ibe  jQrst  alarm,  the  secretary  of 
the  navy  gave  orders  to  set  fire  to  the 
new  sloop  of  war  Argu",  with  ten  guns, 
afloat;  the  new  schooner  Lynx,  five 
barges,  and  two  gunhoats;  and  to  the 
large  frigate  ColuuiLia,  on  the  stocks, 
jjut  ready  to  be  laimelied ;  the  wliole 
of  wMcb,  with  a  raat  qnan^ty  of  stores 
and  maoldnefy,  and  the  buildings  con- 
taining  them,  were  destroyed.  The 
appearance  of  the  fugitives  from  Bla- 
dcnsbnrg  was  the  signal  for  a 
panic  in  the  city,  quite  equal 
to  that  wliich  had  lost  the  battle.  The 
president  iled,  as  did  also  Mrs.  Madison, 
atbe^  seearing  some  Talnable  papers  and 
the  full  length  portrait  of  Wadiington 
which  still  adorns  the  White  Hoose. 
Armstrong,  furnishing  himself  with  one 
of  Scott's  novels,  found  refuge  in  a  farm 
honae ;  the  other  members  of  the  ad- 
ministration shifted  as  best  they  could. 
Some  of  the  most  valuable  public  re- 
cords were  preserved  from  destruction 
by  the  exertions  of  the  derks  in  that 
department.  Washington  itself,  befiM^ 
the  arrival  of  the  enemy,  was  aban> 
doned  to  outrage  and  plunder  by  nnm- 
bera  of  escaped  slaves  and  mffians;  and 
for  some  time  l;\wVs?np:--!  nnrl  anarchy, 
fearful  to  think  of,  prevailed  in  the  cap- 
ital of  the  United  States. 

In  the  midst  of  this  sad  state  of  affairs, 
General  Boas,  abont  eight  o'dodE  in  the 
evening,  aooompanied  by  Gockbnin,  and 
a  body  guard  of  two  hundred  men,  rode 
(dowly  into  ^e  now  deswted  oity,  iia 


*  bgonoiri  'IflMprir^  UtoiiMnii  IRnv"  tA  iL, 
|i]«L 


dght  or  ten  thonsand  inhabitants,  with 

rare  exceptions,  having  fled  in  every 
direction.  -  As  they  advanced^  a  solitary 
musket  was  fired  by  some  unknown 
person,  from  behind  the  wall  of  Mr. 
Sewall's  house,  and  the  generar?  horse 
was  killed.  The  house  was  immocii- 
ately  assaulted,  and  the  work  of  de- 
struction commenced  m  earnest  The 
two  wings  of  the  capitol,  wluch  were 
the  only  parts  finishedf  were  gutted  by 
fire,  whereby  the  library  of  Congress 
and  many  valuable  j)ublic  docnmcnt^i 
pemhed.  The  pre  indent's  official  resi- 
dence, with  the  oilices  of  the  trea.sury 
and  state  departments  near  it,  shared 
the  same  fate.  Numbers  of  cannon 
were  destroyed,  and  others  were  spiked, 
had  their  tramuons  knocked  o^  and 
were  thrown  into  the  livw.  Quantities 
of  shot,  shell,  grenades,  and  cartridges 
were  also  cast  into  the  river.  Yet, 
groundless  was  the  terror,  and  mistaken 
the  policy,  which  had  led  to  the  destruc- 
tion at  the  navy  yard,  mentioned  above, 
that  only  two  brass  pieces  were  there 
spiked  by  the  enemy,  whose  alarm  was 
so  great  as  Hiati  in  their  harry,  they 
left  several  hmidred  iron  cannons  nn- 
ii^ured;  and  also  the  anenal,  not  far 
off^  an  important  repository,  of  T\-liich 
their  viewa  and  orders  especially  re^ 
qixired  the  demolition,  but  which  es- 
caped both  American  and  British  mad- 
ness. 

WhOst  the  British  were  drawingnigh 
Washington  there  had  been  indications 

of  an  approaching  storm.  In  the  conxse 
of  the  night  it  rolled  up,  and  near 

morning,  for  two  hours,  the  city 
suffered  from  a  furious  tornado. 
The  flames  of  the  boming  capitol,  and 
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of  tlie  numerous  ofiher  ccmflagrations, 

wevQ  paled  by  incessant  flasliea  of  light- 
ning; and  the  roar  of  the  guns  which 
were  used  for  dt^troying  the  buildings 
and  stores,  and  the  explosions  of  depots 
of  gunpowder,  were  almost  drowned  by 
the  heavy  bnists  of  thunder. 

The  next  monmig  the  mthlen  m* 
vaders  continued  their  work.  The  war 
office  wiw  burned.  The  printing  office 
of  "The  National  Intelligencer"  was 
Backed,  under  Cockburn's  personal  di- 
rection, and  the  letter  thrown  into  the 
street.  The  great  bridge  across  the 
Potomac  was  Bet  on  fire  and  destroyed. 
Two  rope-walks,  near  the  navy  yard, 
were  hmoi,  and  by  accident  a  torch 
was  flung  into  a  dry  well  in  the  argcnal 
at  GreenleaTB  Point,  which  had  been 
u.^ed  as  a  receptacle  for  old  cartridges, 
waste  powder,  and  other  combustibles. 
A  terrible  explosion  instantly  ensued, 
the  houses  and  buildings  near  were 
shattered  and  thrown  down,  and  a  great 
number  of  soldiexs  lost  their  lives,  or 
were  frightfnUy  nmtUated.  There  was 
also  some  injury  done  to  private  houses 
and  stores  by  the  invaders,  but,  princi- 
pally owitig  to  the  interference  of  Gen- 
eral Koss,  wlio  seems  to  have  had  grace 
enough  to  be  ashamed  of  the  contempt- 
ible work  in  which  he  was  engaged, 
the  depredations  were  not  so  numerous 
as  Coekbnm  would  have  made^  had  he 
been  allowed  his  own  way  entirely.* 

Notwithstanding  the  piwillanimous 
conduct  of  the  Americans,  who  had 


*  Hbn  vwlru  of  the  public  property  destroyed  at 
Wishinfrton  exceeded  $2, 000,000.  "We  have  no  csti- 
mftto  of  the  loss  which  was  sustained  hj  {wirate  indi> 
ndoals,  in  this  disgrtioeftd  inonniaau 
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abandoned  everything  to  the  foe^  the 

British  were  very  uneasy,  and  very 
anxioii5  to  get  back  to  the  cover  of  their 
sliip|)ing.  A  renewal  of  the  hurricane 
of  the  preceding  evening,  more  furious 
and  d^tructive  than  anything  the  in- 
vaders had  ever  seen,  urged  them  to 
hasten  their  departore.  Early  in  the 
afternoon,  the  sky  grew  black;  the 
wind  rose  in  its  fury;  and  amid  the 
fla^shing  lightning  and  terrific  thunder, 
the  roofs!  were  blown  frmn  the  build* 
iugs ;  houses  and  chinmeys  fell  to  the 
ground;  and  for  two  hours  the  rain 
cune  down  in  all  directions  like  a  del> 
uge.  Thirty  or  forty  of  the  soldiers 
perished  nnder  the  robs  of  the  Men 
walls  and  bnOdings..  No  wonder,  if 
they  were  in  a  hony  to  get  away. 
Leaving  the  post  office  and  patent  oihce, 
and  everything  else  marked  out  for  de- 
struction, the  invaders,  as  soon  us  the 
darkness  of  the  night  admitted,  hastily 
set  out  on  their  retreat.  The  womided 
they  could  hardly  nndwtake  to  remove ; 
it  was  henoe  determined  to  leave  them 
behind,  and  the  care  of  them  was  a»> 
signed  to  Commodore  Barney,  who,  aa 
we  have  above  said,  liadl'ef>n  wounded 
and  taken  at  Bladensburg,  and  who, 
with  the  other  prisoners,  was  released 
upon  parole,  for  this  purpose.  The 
watchfiree  having  all  been  trimmed,  in 
perfect  sQence  the  enemy  with-  ^^^^ 
drew  from  the  scene  of  devastSr 
tlon ;  more  wounded  were  left  behind  at 
Bladensburg ;  at  Nottingham,  they  met 
with  some  of  their  ships;  and  on  the 
29th  and  SOtli,  the  whole  expedition 
re-embarked  at  Benedict,  to  undertake 
other  schemes  of  rapine  and  outrage. 

Bat  little  need  be  said  Ibrther,  r» 
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Bpccting  tills  Yandal-like  inroad  upon 
Washington.*"  That  it  sliould  have 
been  permitted  hy  our  countrymen 
must  always  remain  a  marvel;  yet, 
where  so  many  are  to  Llame,  it  is  diffi- 
cult, perhaps  impossible,  to  di^crimiu- 
ate,  and  fix  the  stigma  upon  those  vrho 
rightly  deserve  it.  Hoirerertiiestnde&t 
of  history  may  decide  on  this  pcont^  there 
oan  be  no  doubt,  that  tlie  British  govern- 
ment disgraced  iteelf  eflfectually,  by  giv- 
ing order?  for  such  an  expedition.  More 
than  anything  else,  it  served  to  justify 
the  heavy  accusations  of  the  war  party 
against  the  British,  and  to  show  that, 
whatever  were  the  feelings  with  which 
the  TTmted  States  had  commenced  lioe- 
tiliiiefl)  Great  Britain  had  altered  into 
them  with  nil  the  truculence  of  civil 
war.  And  this  consideraticHi  completely 
bai-s  tlie  praise  which  otherwise  might 
bo  claimed  for  tlie  skill  and  rliiringdis- 
played  in  the  iuvjiaion  of  AViisliington.-|- 
In  one  respect  the  incui'sion  wai>  pro- 
ductive of  real  advantage  to  the  ad- 
nunistration.  Althongh  the  preadent 
and  his  advisera,  especially  the  secretary 
of  war,  were  severely  censured  through- 
out  the  country;  although  General 
Winder  was  charged  with  incompe- 
tency, and  Armstrong  was  compelled 


*  To  oooneotidnwIflithiB  tmpletstnt  topic,  His  only 

fair  to  refer  the  reader  to  Armstrong's  chapter,  in  which 
be  gives  a  briof  nanatiTe,  with  remarks  respecting  the 
inrariaoertiieeapiteL— **if<>tjM(!/'t^FOT>o/181V^ 

TOL  ii.,  pp.  l'2l-l.";4. 

t  The  Bcr.  G.  B.  Glcig^  in  bis  "  Catnpaigju  tht 
BritiA  Armf  at  WaAinffton  and  Wtu  (MewM,  in 

tJic  ijfara  ISli,  1S'.5,''  fiirnislics  an  interesting  nami- 
tive  of  tbo  inTosioD  of  Wasbiogton,  wbicb  the  reader 
wmflndworOipCTuring.  AlNfi«raaclnctortwoft«ii 
Uils  volumu  will  V>c  round  In  the  Ajipcndiz at tlM aod 
of  tbo  present  cbaptec 


to  retire  from  his  post^  in  oonseqitence 

of  the  storm  which  arose  on  all  sides 
against  him  ;*  yet  so  deep  vrm  the  in- 
dignation aroused  agaitLst  the  savage 
mode  of  warfare  which  England  had 
ordered,  that  party  spirit  for  a  time 
was  qndled ;  not  a  dissenlang  voice  was 
heard;  nnanimity  prevailed;  the  war 
became  decidedly  popular;  and  every- 
where the  militia  were  organized,  and 
vigorous  efforts  made  to  place  the  sea- 
board citic^s  and  towns  in  a  state  of  <le- 
fence  against  invasion  and  ruthless 
destruction. 

The  enemy's  ships,  under  Captain 
Gordon,  (p.  248,)  ascended  the  Poto- 
mac, and  passed  Fort  Warbnrton  three 
days  after  the  captore  of  Washington. 
The  fort  had  been  abandoned  and 
blown  up  by  Captain  Dyson,  the  com- 
mandant, in  a  most  extraordinary  man- 
ner ;  probably  under  the  influence  of 
the  dreadful  panic  which  generally 
prevailed.  Ilia  orders  had  been  to 
abandon  it  only  in  case  of  an  attack 
by  land  forces;  but,  on  a  mere  mmor, 
and  without  waiting  the  enemy^s  ap- 
proach, he  thought  proper  to  take  this 
measure,  for  which  he  was  afterwards 
cashiered  from  the  armv.  On  the  29th, 
the  squadi'on  reached  Alexandria ;  and 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place,  being  now 
in  the  power  of  the  enemy,  inglonously 


*  General  Winder  was  tried  by  a  court  imrttal,  of 
wfa{di  Ocneral  Soott  was  praideDt,  and  thb  honorablj 

fto^uitted.  Ai-mstrong,  whom  few,  if  .my,  liked,  was 
made  tbe  scape-goat  of  tbe  whole  disaster.  The  }/rt»- 
ident  adriwdUm  to  wMidiinr  Ihnn  pufa^ 
tlie  fitorm  should  hare  blown  over ;  which  he  did;  but 
soon  after,  on  tbe  8d  of  September,  sent  in  an  indignant 
resignatieo  ofUft  offloa  Uooxoewas  then  afipdoted 
sicrttAry  of  war  ftvlUiimStff  bat  wiflioat^Ting  op 
bis  other  offioa 
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made  terms  for  the  preservation  of 
the  town  ii'om  conflagration  and  pil- 
ISM*  insatial^le  avarice  of 

Gordon  and  liis  men  imposed 
the  hflirdeet  cofnditioiisi  all  tlie  meir* 
chandise  then  in  the  town,  as  well  as 
all  which  had  been,  remored  tkenoe 
since  ihe  19&,  was  required  to  be  put 
on  board  the  shippmg  at  the  wharf,  at 
the  expense  of  the  inhabitants,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  shipping,  inclndinp^ 
those  ve^els  which  had  been  sunk  on 
the  approach  of  the  enemy,  and  the 
public  and  private  naval  and  oidnance 
stores,  to  be  doHyaied  up  to  tbe  enemy. 
Theee  tenna,  aliglilly  iriodilled,  were 
complied  widi;  and  Captain  Gordon 
moTed  down  the  river  with  a  fleet  of 
prize  vessels  and  a  rich  booty. 

Preparations,  meanwhile,  had  been 
hastily  made  by  Captains  Porter  and 
Perry,  of  the  navy,  to  throw  difficulties 
in  the  way  of  the  enemy's  desfsent 
Dming  the  five  dajB  of  their  reton, 
they  wetegreatlyliaraBBed  and  annoyed 
by  cannon  planted  on  the  blufi&  and 
hills,  fire  vessels  on  the  water,  and 
barges,  manned  by  brave  sailors  and 
Virginians,  day  and  night  at  work  to 
impede  the  British  retreat.  But  Gor- 
don managed  to  escape  with  his  ill- 
gotten  booi^,  and  reached  tlie  fleet  on 
the  9th  of  September. 

Sur  Peter  Parker,  who  ascended  the 
Cliesapeake,  was  less  fortunate  than  his 
fellow  invaders.  A  number  of  petty 
inroads  were  made,  and  houses  and 
other  property  burnt.  On  the  30th  of 
August,  near  midnight,  Parker  landed 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Moor's 
Fields,  with  the  view  of  aorpris- 
LDg  a  party  of  nufitia,  encamped  Ihere 
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under  the  command  of  Colonel  Reed. 
In  thid  he  was  disappointed,  for  the 
militia,  having  heard  the  approach  of 
the  barges,  were  prepared  to  receive 
him.  Having  landed,  Parker  moved 
flDTward  at  the  head  of  abont  two  hnn- 
died  and  flfly  men,  and,  on  approadh- 
ing  within  eeventy  yards  of  the  Amer- 
icans, was  received  with  a  heavy  fire. 
He  endeavored  to  press  forward  on  the 
CP  litre  of  the  line ;  but  being  foiled  in 
llii^,  bo  threw  himself  on  tlic  flank, 
where  also  he  was  bravely  repulsed. 
Abont  forty  of  the  enemy  were  killed 
or  wounded.  Sir  Peter  Parker  being 
among  Ihe  latter.  The  British  now  re- 
treated, and  Parker  died  a  few  days  af- 
terwards, mnch  and  jietly  lamented. 

The  pnooesa  of  the  marauding  expe- 
dition against  the  city  of  "Washington, 
excited  British  cupidity  to  a  high  de- 
gree; and  it  was  determined  by  their 
leaden^  to  make  a  rimOar  attempt  upon 
Baltimore.  Theinhalntant(i,meanwUle, 
set  to  work  vigoromly  to  atreiigthen  the 
defences  of  the  ci^.  A  ditch  was 
opened,  and  a  breastwork  thrown  up 
on  the  high  ground  to  the  northeast  of 
the  city,  to  prevent  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  in  that  quarter.  The  militia 
came  in  from  the  interior  of  the  state, 
and  from  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia; 
and  Commodore  BodgerB  of  the  navy, 
with  hii  marines,  took  pc^seesionof  the 
heavy  batteries  on  the  hill  just  men- 
tioned. A  brigade  of  Virginia  volun- 
teers, and  the  regular  troops,  were  as- 
signed to  Creneral  Winder;  and  the  city 
brigade  was  commanded  by  General 
Strieker;  the  whole  under  the  chief 
direction  <rf]ifajor-general  Smith.  The 
approach  to  the  city  by  water  wae  d» 


Uiyiiizeo  by  Google 


ai.zn.j 

folded  hy  Fort  WEtaoYt  and  gun- 
floned  l>7  about  one  tlioiisand  mem,  voir 

vilteers  and  regulars,  nnder  Major  Ar- 
miBteacL  Two  batteries  upon  the  Pa- 
tapsco,  to  the  right  of  Fort  ^nienry, 
to  prevent  the  enemy  from  lanrlinf^  du- 
ring the  night  in  the  rear  of  the  town, 
were  manned  by  a  detachment  of  sail- 
otSf  and  were  named  Fort  Covington 
and  the  Qty  Battery.  The  people  of 
Baltimore  were  not  without  strong  hope 
of  being  able  to  repulse  the  enemy  from 
their  fmr  city,  and  they  looked  to  the 
defence  of  Fort  iTHenry  with  the 
deepest  interest. 

Admiral  Cochrane  proceeded  up  the 
Chesapeake,  and,  on  the  11th  of  Sep- 
tember, appeared  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Patapeoo^  aboat  fborteen  mOea  from 
Baltimore,  witb  a  fleet  of  some 
^'^^  fifly  tmL  The  next  day,  the 
troops,  numbering  about  six  thousand, 
were  landed  at  North  Point,  and,  un- 
der the  conmiand  of  General  lioss,  took 
up  their  march  for  the  city.  While  the 
land  forces  Avere  advancing  along  the 
northern  shoi-e  of  the  estuary^  severtd 
▼easek  of  light  dranglit  were  ordered  to 
ascend  the  river,  to  co-operate  with  them 
in  the'ciqptiire  of  Fort  IffUemy,  a  fo^ 
tifleation  about  two  miles  from  the  city. 

The  British  troops  proeeeded  for 
several  miles  without  opposition,  )>^^t 
abont  one  o'clock  came  in  contact  with 
an  advance  corps  nnder  Major  Heath, 
whom  Gcueral  Strieker  had  sent  for- 
ward from  his  position  at  Bear  Creek, 
to  reccmnoitre.  Jr  the  skirmwh  which 
ensaed^  General  Bobb,  who  had  raddy 
pressed  forward  to  the  front,  was  shot 
through  the  side,  and  expired  before  he 
ODnld  be  taken  to  the  boats.  Colonel 
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Brooke  immediatdy  assuming  the  com- 
mand, the  light  tooope  advanced,  and  a 

^irited  action  ensued.  The  artillery 
on  both  sides,  the  rifles  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  the  British  rockets,  did  great 
execution ;  but  one  regiment,  the  fifty- 
first,  having  been  seized  witii  a  |)anic, 
and  the  British  greatly  out-numbering 
the  Am^cans,  General  Strieker,  after 
a  gallant  renstanoe  of  an  hour,  and 
twenty  minnteS)  was  compelled  to  re- 
tire before  the  enemy.  FaUuog  back 
to  about  half  a  mile  in  advance  of  the 
entrenchments,  Strieker  was  joined  by 
General  Winder,  who  took  post  on  his 
left.  The  American  loss  in  killed  and 
wounded  amounted  to  one  hundred  and 
sLxty-three ;  that  of  the  British,  was  two 
hundred  and  fifty.  Not  thinking  it  ad- 
viaable  to  attempt  pnrsnit,  tiie  British 
remained  all  night  on  the  fidd  of  battle. 

The  next  morning,  September  ISth, 
the  march  was  resumed,  and  the  Brit- 
ish commander  soon  had  a  full  view  of 
the  position  occupied  V)y  our  country- 
men. During  the  morning,  by  his 
manceuvres  to  the  right,  he  seemed  to 
show  an  intention  of  coming  down  by 
the  Kwford  and  York  roads  J  tobaflle 
which  design,  Generak  Win- 
der and  Strieker  adapted  their 
movements.  At  noon,  the  British  con- 
centrated their  force  in  front  of  the 
American  line,  apyrnriched  within  a 
mile  of  the  intrenchments,  and  seemed 
to  be  making  arrangements  for  an  at- 
tack that  evening.  General  Smith, 
tiierefore,  immediately  drew  Generals 
Tender  and  Sicker  nearer  to  the 
right  of  the  enemy,  and  ordered  them 
to  fall  upon  their  flank  or  rear,  in  case 
the  attempt  should  be  made. 
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Tlie  attack  on  Fort  ITHeniy  meaO' 

while  had  been  commenced.  About 
sunrise,  on  the  13th,  the  British  had 
brought  sixteen  ships  within  two  miles 
and  a  hulf  of  tlie  fort.,  and  the  assault 
was  begun  by  five  bomb-vessels,  which 
had  anchored  at  the  distaiioe  of  two 
miles.  These,  hwag  oat  of  the  range 
of  the  gons  6f  the  fort,  muntained  an 
incessant  bombardment;  yet|  despite 
the  bombs  and  rockets  every  moment 
fulling  in  and  about  the  fort,  the  garrison 
wav^ercd  not;  every  man  stood  to  his 
post  without  shrinking.  Some  of  the 
enemy's  vessels  approach: ug  nciirer,  a 
tremoidoiisfire  was  opened  upon  them^ 
and  they  hastily  retired.  During  the 
night,  whilst  the  enemy  on  land  was  re- 
treating, and  whilst  the  bombardment 
was  the  most  severe,  two  or  three  rocket- 
vessels  and  barges  succeeded  in  getting 
up  the  Ferry  l^ranch ;  but  they  were 
soon  compelled  to  retire,  by  the  guns 
of  Fort  Covington  and  the  City  Bat- 
tery. These  forts  also  destroyed  one 
of  the  baiges,  with  all  on  board.*  At 
seven  o'clock  the  next  morning,  the 
bombardment  was  given  over,  fifteen 


*  It  is  an  jntcr«iiit)g  circunistajice,  worthy  of  men- 
tion in  connection  with  the  bombaidmcilt  of  Fort 
jrilenry,  that  Fnincis  S.  Key,  having  pine  oti  board 
to  Uio  admiral's  iJti|>  fur  tiie  purpoie  of  obtaiiutig  the 
nlea.'^  of  snmo  friends^  was  detained  flun^  and  was 
cmii(>el]cd  to  be  a  spectator  of  the  fierce  assault  on  tlic 
fort.  ilr.  Key  watched  \m  country's  flag  with  patri- 
otic anxiety,  as  it  wared  through  the  day,  until  the 
night  sliut  it  out  from  Ins  vitw ;  niul  durinj;  the  long 
hours  that  fullowed,  he  Houg!it,  hy  tiio  gliirc  of  the 
bursting  shells  and  rockets,  to  s<  c  if  tlwt  noble  stand- 
ard was  yet  in  its  place.  At  early  dawn,  ho  exultingly 
beheld  it  still  floating  proudly  in  the  brecM;  and  un- 
der  tbft  nnpukc  of  poetic  fi'rror,  he  coiutiosed  the  well* 
known  sonp,  "  The  Star  Spangled  Banner."  Soc  In- 
getBoU's  ''JJistorjf  q/' lh«  iiecond  War"  ToL  ii.,  p.  214 
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hnndred  shells  having  been  tlirown, 
but  with  comparatively  little  injury  to 
the  fort  and  its  defenders.  Only  four 
were  killed  and  twenty-four  wounded 
in  this  assault  on  Fort  M'llenry. 

Admiral  Cochrane  and  Colonel 
Brooke  agreed  that  the  enterprise 
could  not  be  proseented  to  advantage. 
Aooordingly,  the  army  comment  its 
retreat  in  the  nlght|  and,  favored  by 
the  extreme  darkness  and  steady  rain, 
were  enabled  to  get  beyond 
pureuit  before  the  day  dawned. 
The  Britisli  fleet,  on  the  lf)th.raade  its 
way  duw  n  ilie  bay,  and  Admiral  Coch- 
rane, soon  after,  retired,  with  all  his 
foroeSi  to  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  Ksdison,  who  had  snfibred  no 
little  humiliation,  and  even  insult,  be- 
cause of  the  capture  of  "Washington, 
returned  to  the  city  directly  after  the 
British  had  retreated.  The  emergency 
in  public  affairs  required  immediate  at- 
tention, and  the  president  accordingly 
issued  his  prodamation  for  the  assem- 
bling of  Congress  on  the  19th  of  Sep- 
tember. The  next  day,  the  message 
wa.s  sent  in  and  read  to  both  Houses. 
Moderate  in  length,  but  firm,  almost 
defiant  in  tone,  the  message  reviewed 
succinctly  the  existing  'state  of  things, 
and  the  measures  which  seemed  to  be 
recjuired  under  the  circumstances.  The 
various  successes  of  our  arms  on  land 
and  sea  were  liUlated  upon,  and  the  dis- 
graoefol  mode  of  warfare  which  the 
British  had  recently  adopted,  was  vig- 
orously denounced.  The  necessity  of 
filling  the  ranks  of  the  regular  army 
was  adverted  to,  as  more  economical 
than  employing  the  militia  to  any  great 
extent,  the  president  at  the  same  time, 
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strongly  urging  that  the  militia  he  dasa- 
ed  and  disciplined  for  more  efficient  ser- 
vice. The  financial  statement  of  the 
three  quarters  of  a  year  that  had 
elapsed  since  the  last  preceding  ac- 
count, sliowed  $32,000,000  TecdTed,  all 
from  loana  essept  about  $11,000,000, 
and  $34,000,000  disbuned,  leaving 
II  arly  $5,000,000  in  the  treasDiy .  B at 
it  waa  added,  that  "large  sums'*  would 
be  required  to  meet  the  demands  al- 
ready authorized  by  Congress,  and  those 
arising  from  "the  extension  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  war  " 

Hie  president  did  not  attempt  to  dis- 
guise the  fact,  that  the  ntnation  of  the 
ooontiy  eaUed  for  the  most  earnest  ef- 
forts on  the  part  of  Oongress 
and  of  the  people.  The  power 
and  means  at  command  of  the  enemy 
were  vast,  and  well  calculated  to  enable 
him  to  effect  his  object;  but,  says  Mr. 
Madieiou,  '•'  the  American  people  will 
£Btoe  hostility  with  the  nndannted  spirit 
which  in  their  BeTolntiooary  struggle 
defeated  the  adTorsary's  unri^teons 
projects.  His  threats  and  his  barbari- 
ties, instead  of  dismay,  wiU  kindle  in 
every  bosom  an  indignation  not  to  be 
extinguished  but  in  the  disaster  and 
expulsion  of  such  cmel  invaders.  In 
providing  the  means  necessary,  the 
national  k^ktore  will  not  ^tmst 
the  heroic  and  enlightened  patriotism 
of  its  constitnents.  They  will  eheet^ 
fully  and  proudly  bear  every  burden 
of  every  kind,  which  the  safety  and 
honor  of  the  nation  demand.  We 
have  seen  'them  every  where  paying 
their  taxes,  direct  and  indirect,  with 
the  grciite^t  promptness  and  alacrity. 
We  see  them  rnshmg  with  enthonasm 


to  the  scenes  where  danger  and  duty 
call.  In  offering  their  blood,  they  give 
the  surest  ])ledge  that  no  other  tribute 
will  be  withheld."  In  conclusion,  the 
president  forcibly  said ;  "  having  mani- 
fested, on  every  oocaslon,  and  in  every 
proper  mode,  a  sincere  denre  to  anest 
the  effbsion  of  hlood,  and  meet  onr 
enemy  on  the  ground  of  justice  and 
reconciliation,  our  beloved  country,  in  ' 
still  opposing  to  his  persevering  hos- 
tility all  its  energies,  with  an  undi- 
minished disposition  toward  peace  and 
friendship  on  honorable  terms,  must 
cairy  with  it  the  good  wishes  of  the 
impartial  world,  and  the  best  hopes  of 
support  firom  an  onmipotent  and  Idnd 
Providence." 

Under  a  keen  sense  of  national  dis- 
grace, a  resolution  was  unanimously 
adopted,  appointing  a  committee  to  in- 
quire into  the  causes  which  led  to  the 
capture  of  Waahington.  Two  days  af- 
terwaidfl,  tiie  qnestioa  came  up  €»  oon^ 
nderatbn  respecting  the  place  where 
Congress  was  to  hold  its  session,  and 
the  government  of  the  conntry  he  car- 
ried on.  The  patent  office,  (which  was 
then  under  the  post  office  roof,)  and  a 
few  other  buildings,  saved  at  the  con- 
flagration, had  been  temporarily  pre- 
paied  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
m«a&be»  and  the  officers  of  the  gov- 
ernment Happily  for  oar  ooQntry,we 
think,  the  proposal  to  retom  to  Bbila- 
delphia,  which  at  first  eqnaUy  divided 
the  House,  was  rejected,  on  the  18th 
of  October,  by  a  vote  of  eighty-three 
to  seventy-foui- ;  nnd  tlip  president  him- 
self was  understood  to  be  unfavorable  . 
to  it,  and  determined  to  puL  his  veto 
upon  any  biU  for  removing  the  seat  of 
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goremment  from  where  Washington 
and  Congrera  had  fixed  it. 

One  treasure  destroyed  hy  tlio  J3rit- 
l?h  wa^  tlift  lil^r.ary.  On  the  lOib  of 
October,  tlie  oiler  of  Mr.  Jefferson, 
tlirougli  a  private  letter,*  to  sell  Con- 
gress his  library,  as  the  nucleus  ot  a 
new  one,  was  accepted  by  the  Senate, 
and  a  bill  for  the  puichaae  of  it  read 
three  times,  and  sent  to  the  Honse^ 
read  twice,  and  referred  to  a  commit* 
1S14  ^  whole.  For  two  days 
t]m  purchase  was  debated  in 
committee,  and  very  iustractive  and 
even  melancholy  were  the  signs  of  nn- 
qnenchable  party  hatred  given  by  the 
opponents  of  the  ex-president,  in  oppo- 
sition to  this  measure.  It  was  probably 
well  for  Ck)ngreBs  and  the  country  alike, 
that  in  this  instance,  the  morenmnerons 
party  could  reply  to  their  argumenta 
by  their  votes ;  yet  tlie  T)!!!  parsed  af- 
ter all  by  a  majority  of  fourteen  only, 
in  ft  house  of  a  hundred  and  eighteen. 

New  changes  in  the  cabinet  occurred 
at  this  date.  General  Armstrong,  as  we 
have  noted,  (p.  255)  threw  np  Ms  office 
in  disgust  at  the  ceosnre  which  was 
freely  poured  ont  npon  him.  Mr.  Mon- 
roe, on  the  2lrth  of  September,  took 
charcrc  of  the  department  of  war,f  and 
his  office  of  secretary  of  state  being  soon 


*  See  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jeffcrsoa,  in  Ingersoll,  toL  iL, 
p,  366,  second  swieg.  In  oonoflctioa  with  this  tof^ 
dw  wifbor  hu  Mm«  pet^naA  remarks  on  tho  niljeet 
of  pensions,  gratuities,  etc.,  to  those  who  have  served 
the  country  in  bi^  and  responsible  stktionB. 

f  J«lm  Qdncy  AdiiBU,  in  his '*Z{^  ^  JSnM  Jr«ii' 
roe,'"  afwcrL«,  as  his  conviction,  that  had  ht?  been  ap- 
pointed to  this  responsible  post  six  months  before,  the 
bHmHt  sad  most  iSagmoM  fiassterof  tins  vsr  (the 
capture  of  Washington)  would  hare  been  qpsisd  SS  a 
Uottod  page  in  the  annals  of  our  Union. 


IBs.  7. 

afterwards  odbied  to,  bat  not  aco^ited 

by,  Daniel  D.  Tompkina^  €9inton's  suc- 
cessful rival  for  the  governorship  of 
New  York,  he  held  both  posts  till 
March,  1815.  Campbell  soon  gave  up 
the  treasury,  and  was  succeeded,  on  the 
7th  of  October,  by  Alexander  J.  Dallas 
ot  Pennsylvania.  And  Benjamin  W. 
Growmnshield  became  secretary  of  the 
navy,  Deo«nber  19th,  inniliam  Jones 
having  resigned. 

In  our  estimato  of  the  meaamns  of 
this  sea«ion,  we  must  not  only  remem- 
ber that  it  was  the  last  of  the  thirteenth 
or  war  Congress,  but  also  tliat  active 
efforts  were  in  progress  for  the  negotia- 
tion of  peace,  the  Amoican  commis- 
nonen  bdng  at  Ghent  awaitbg  ^  ar> 
rival  of  the  envoys  from  England.  And 
fiirther,  it  deserves  to  be  noted,  • 

•         •  .  1814 

that  at  this  period  the  disaffbc- 
tlon  of  the  eastern  states  attained  its 
highest  pitch,  and  the  "  Hartford  Con- 
vention," of  which  we  shall  speak  fui- 
ther  on,  was  the  sign,  or  the  menace, 
of  something  terrible  in  the  future; 
possibly  even  a  dissolntion  of  the  Union, 
with  its  portentous  consequences. 

The  finances  claim  our  first  notice. 
The  report  presented  at  the  beginning 
of  the  session  "was  deplorable  ;  the  loan 
Imd  failed  utterly;  of  ^r>,000,()00  ad- 
vertised for  in  the  preceding  mouth, 
only  some  $2,500,000  could  be  ob- 
tfuned,  and  that  at  a  loss  of  twenty 
emk  Mr.  Campbell '^frontlysaggeBted" 
increased  tazatbn,  and  then  retiredfrom 
office.  Mr.Dallaswasappoiotedatonce, 
and  entered  npon  its  duties  with  a  vigor 
and  sldll  little  expected  from  his  former 
occupation,  for  he  had  been  a  la^s-yer 
,  only,  or  from  his  powdered  hair  and 
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old  fivsbioned  and  ostentatious  dre^  and 
deportment 

Dallas  did  not  waste  time  in  suggest- 
ing additional  taxation,  but  carried  it 
The  amonnt  of  the  direct  tax  was 
doubled  forthwith.  The  ^cise  duties, 
the  license  dnties,  the  assessed  taxes, 
all  were  raised.  New  internal  duties 
were  devised  and  imposed.  The  charge 
for  i)Ostan;e  wiLs  increa.scd  fifty  per  cent. 
And  beside  all  this,  he  strongly  recom- 
mended a  national  bank  with  a  capital 
of  $50,000,000,  pardy  subscribed  by 
the  government^  and  placed  under  its 
control,  under  die  obbgation  to  advance 
to  the  government  aloauof  $80,000,000, 
m  "  the  only  efficient  renierly  for  the 
disordered  cf  Tiditlon  of  our  eirculatini^ 
medium,  sale  drjiository  fur  the  public 
treasui'ej  and  constant  auxiliary  to  the 
public  credit" 

Mr.  Eppcs,  with  his  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  was  quite  outdone  by 
the  new  secretary  of  the  treasury.  Dd- 
las's  scheme  of  taxation  drove  bis  out 
of  the  field.  For  eleven  days 
the  bank  scheme  was  debated 
in  the  House.  Mr.  Webster,  disdaining 
the  vituperative  language  of  Mr.  Cyrus 
King  and  other  federalists,  nevertheless 
dealt  powerfhl  blows  ag»nst  the  policy 
of  the  administration.  "  He  would  not 
give  his  vote  for  tbe  measures  proposed, 
either  by  way  of  expressing  his  appro- 
bation of  the  past,  or  his  expectations 
for  t]i(>  future.  On  the  past  he  looked 
with  mixed  emotions  of  indisrnation  and 
grief ;  ou  the  future,  with  fearful  fore- 
bodings and  apprehensions,  relieved 
only  by  the  hope  that  the  immediate 
adoption  of  better  counsels  might  lead 
to  better  times.**  lb.  GalhoDii  exerted 


his  great  eloquence  in  repelling  th^ 
strictures  on  the  administration,  and  in 
endeavoring  to  arouse  a  spirit  of  patri- 
otic devotion  to  our  country^  best  in- 
terests. In  apite  of  the  opposition  of 
the  federalist  members,  the  taxes  were 
increased,  but  the  bank  proposal  failed 
in  the  secretary's  hands,  as  similar  pro- 
posals had  failed  in  Oalhoim's  and  Grun- 
dy's before. 

Another  national  bank  scheme  was 
brought  before  the  House  in  December, 
which  was  discussed,  idibned,  reported 
on,  amended,  sent  back  to  tiie  Senate, 
where  it  had  originated,  and  finally 
adopted,  on  the  lih.  of  January,  1815. 
On  the  21st  of  the  same  month,  it 
sent  to  the  jjresident,  who  returned  the 
bill  on  the  30th,  with  his  objectioni<, 
which  did  not  extend  to  the  constitu- 
tionality of  a  bank  of  the  United  States, 
but  to  the  ineffidenqr  of  the  one  pro- 
posed, for  reinvtng  tiie  public  mdit. 
New  debates  ensued,  and  reference 
and  reports,  until,  amid  the  glow  of  tike 
triumph  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  re- 
joicings at  the  peace,  the  bill  was  post- 
poned by  a  single  vote,  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  time,  and  as  not  requiring 
attention  at  this  particular  moment. 
One  reason  for  the  utt^  failure  of  the 
bank  project  Just  now,  was  the  diffbr* 
ence  between  Mr.  Dallas  and  !Ur.  Cal- 
houn respecting  the  obligation  to  pay 
in  specie,  which  the  former  would  not 
make  imperative,  and  even  provided 
for  the  snepcnslon  of ;  whilst  tlie  latter 
regarded  it  its  indispensable.  Tlie  fed- 
eraliiits,  by  joining  with  euck  leader 
against  the  other,  helped  to  defeat  both. 

Li  the  country  at  large,  especially  in 
New  England,  much  greater  excitement 
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waa  occasioned  by  a  project  of  Mr.  IMoii- 
roe  for  angmcnting  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  regular  iirmy, — ^by  drafts  of  a  cer- 
tain number  from  every  hmidred  of  the 
free  male  populatioii  between  the  a^es 
of  digbteen  andfoity^ve,— 4o  one  him- 
died  thonaaiid  men;  which  was  the 
fiarce  he  estimated  as  needful  for  the 
country  in  the  next  campaign.  This 
was  loudly  denounced  as  a  scheme  of 
conscription,  more  daring  than  Napo 
Icon,  in  the  plenitudo  of  his  power, 
would  have  ventured  to  propose.  And 
It  cAiiaed  Hie  more  atir  probably,  because 
in  the  rear  of  it  the  aaaetarj  of  the 
navy  intended  to  pn^ioee  the  introdoo* 
tion  of  a  rimilar  sdieme  for  the  increase 
of  the  navy, 

Mr.  Monroe,  who  was  already  under- 
stood to  be  a  prominent  cautlidate  for 
the  ]>resulency,  certainly  deserved  qredit 
for  proposing  a  plan  so  little  likely  to 
meet  with  &7or  from  tiie  maae  of  the 
people.  Hjs  plan  was  r^ected;  and  a 


bill  authorizing  the  president  to  call  out 
the  militia  of  any  state,  if  the  governor 
refused  to  do  so,  after  being  carried 
through  the  House  with  great  essT' 
tions,  was  lost  in  the  Senate  by  one 
Yote. 

Elbridge  Gerry,  the  vice-preddent, 
died  suddenly  on  the  SSd  of  November, 
1814,  at  Washington;  and  John  Gail- 
liard,  of  Bouth  Carolina,  waa  choaen  as 
president  of  the  Senate  for  the  remain- 
der of  the  session.  Gerrv  died,  we  are 
told,  honorably  poor,  and  Congress  gave 
him  a  oostlyintefmentat pubfie  expense, 
bat  reftised  any  allowance  to  his  dis- 
tressed widow  and  children,  when  his 
salary  would  have  saved  them  from  the 
humiliation  of  want. 

The  further  proceedings  of  Congress 
during  the  present  session,  we  shall  nar- 
rate in  our  next  chapter;  in  which  al-^o. 
we  shall  conclude  the  story  of  the  sec- 
ond war  with  England,  and  teU  of  the 
welcome  return  of  peace. 


AFPBKDIX  TO  GHAFTEB  XU, 


THB  BEITISH  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  XHYASIOir 
OF  WikSIiiKOIOli 

Mb.  Gleio  states,  that  the  BritisTi  troops  under 
Hoss  and  Cockliurn  numln'rcd  four  thousaiul  five 
hundred ;  thcj  were  wiLhuut  artillery  ^  advanced 
tritli  extreme  eere  into  the  interior;  were  ex. 
oessively  fatigued  with  the  heat  and  oppn  .ssh  o 
weather;  and  reached  Bladensburg  on  the  34th 
of  August.  Tho  author's  narrative  of  what  fol- 
lowed AeVettle,  end  of  t1ieU«idera  of  tbe  Anier« 

leans,  we  give  hi  hb  own  words. 

This  battle,  by  which  tho  fate  of  the  American 
capital  was  decided,  began  about  one  o'clock  in 


the  afternoon,  and  lasted  till  four.  The  loss  on 
the  part  of  the  English  was  severe^  since,  out  of 
(wo-thirds  of  tbe  eimy,  wUdi  were  engaged, 
upwards  of  five  hundred  men  were  killed  and 
Avoiind>-(1  ■.  and  what  rendered  it  dmihly  severe 
WHS,  tbal  ainoug  these  were  numbered  several 
offioere  of  nnlc  and  diacbction.  Coloiiel  llioni- 
ton,  who  commanded  the  light  brigade,  Li^nlt<'I^ 
ant-Colonel  Wood,  commanding  the  C'ij;hty-fiAh 
regiment,  and  Major  Brown,  who  led  the  ad- 
vaoced  guard,  were  all  severely  wounded;  and 

General  TIoss  himself  had  ft  horse  shot  under 
bint,  On  the  side  of  the  Antcrican.H  the  slaughter 
was  not  so  great    Beii^  in  possession  of  a  strong 
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podtioD,  they  were  of  warn  leu  «otpoMd  In  dd- 

fendiog,  than  the  others  in  stormii^  it;  and  had 
the}'  conducted  themselves  with  cx>olncs«  and  rcs^ 
olution,  it  is  uot  oonoeivable  bow  the  battle  oould 
lunwlMmwoo.  But  tha  &ot  ia,  that,  wHh  the 
exception  of  a  party  of  stulors  from  the  gun-boats, 
undor  the  command  of  Commodore  Bamoy,  no 
troops  oould  behave  worae  than  they  did.  The 
ddnnliberi  were  driven  in  as  aoon  asattadced,  the 
first  line  gave  way  without  offering  tho  slightest 
resistance,  and  the  left  of  the  main  body  was 
broken  within  half  an  hour  after  it  waa  aoiously 
rnp^A  Of  the  aaikra,  homw,  it  inoold  be 
Injustieo  not  to  Bpcak  in  terms  which  their  con- 
duct merits.  They  were  employed  as  gunners, 
and  not  only  did  they  sorTO  their  gtuis  with  a 
qVicbMaa  and  prMialon  iridoh  aatoniahed  thur 
assailants,  but  they  stood  till  some  of  thorn  were 
actually  bayoneted,  with  fazefl  in  their  baads; 
nor  ma  it  till  tiuir  leader  was  wounded  and 
taken,  and  they  savr  themselves  desertud  on  uU 
sides  by  tho  soldiers,  lliat  they  quilted  tho  field. 
With  respect  to  the  British  army,  again,  on  line 
of  dtatinotion  can  be  drawn.  All  did  ttidr  duty, 
and  none  more  gallantly  than  tho  rest;  and  though 
the  bnmt  of  the  afluir  fell  upon  the  light  bri- 
gad^  this  waa  owing  chiefly  to  the  ciroumstanoe 
of  its  batqg  at  tlw  head  of  the  oolnmn,  and 
perhaps  also,  in  some  degree,  to  it.s  own  rash 
impetuosity.  T!io  artillery,  indeed,  could  do 
little }  being  unable  to  show  itself  in  prcs- 
«Boe  of  a  ibMo  ao  anpeirior;  but  the  alx> 
pounder  tm  nevertheless  brought  into  ac- 
tion, and  »  oorps  of  rooketa  proved  of  atriking 
utility. 

Our  troopa  bdngwora  down  from  fttigue,  and 

of  course  as  ignorant  of  the  country  as  the  Amer- 
icans were  the  reverse,  tho  pursuit  could  not  be 
continued  to  any  distance.  Neither  was  it  at- 
tended with  mwsh  danghter.  DMag  into  the 
recesses  of  the  forests,  and  covering  themselves 
with  riflemen,  tho  enemy  were  quickly  beyond 
our  reach  and  having  no  cavalry  to  scour  even 
the  high  road,  ten  of  the  Ugbteat  of  their  gam 
were  carried  off  in  tho  flight.  Tho  defeat,  how- 
ever, waa  absolute,  and  tho  army  which  had  been 
oollected  for  the  defence  of  Washington  was  scat- 
tared  beyond  the  poedl^ty  of,  at  least,  an  im- 
mediate reunion ;  and  as  the  distance  from  Bla- 
deoabutg  to  that  city  does  not  exceed  four  miles. 
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dHre  i^^Mared  to  be  no  fiirther  obetade  b  the 

way  to  prevent  its  immediate  capture. 

An  opportunity  so  favorable  wns  not,  endan- 
gered by  any  needless  delay.  %Vhiio  tiie  two 
brigades  whieh  had  been  engaged  remained  upon 
the  field  to  recover  thdr  order,  the  third,  wluch 
hod  formed  tho  reserve,  and  was  consequently 
onbroliea,  took  the  load,  and  pushed  forward  at 
•  vapid  rate  towarda  Waabington. 

As  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  British  gov- 
ernment to  attempt  permanent  conquests  in  this 
part  of  America,  and  as  the  general  was  well 
Mnwe  that,  vith  *  handfkd  of  men,  be  eoold  not 
pretend  to  establish  himself,  for  any  length  of 
time,  in  an  enemy's  capital,  he  determined  to 
lay  it  under  contribution,  and  to  return  quietly 
to  the  shipping.  Nor  was  there  anything  un- 
worthy of  the  character  of  a  British  officer  in 
this  determination.  By  all  the  customs  of  war, 
wbatevu*  public  property  may  etttoea  to  ba  ill  n 
captured  town,  beeomea,  oonfeoiedly,  tihe  joat 
;^pf>!l  of  the  conqueror;  and  in  thus  proposing  to 
accept  a  certain  sum  of  money  in  lieu  of  that 
property,  he  was  showing  mercy  rather  than  ae> 
verity  to  the  vanquished.  It  is  true  that  if  they 
chose  to  reject  his  terms  hp.  and  his  army  would 
be  deprived  of  their  booty,  because  without  some 
more  omTenlent  mode  of  transporting  it  tiian  m 
possessed,  even  the  pratable  part  of  the  property 
itself  could  not  bo  rfmoved.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  was  no  diUiculty  in  destroying  it; 
and  thus,  though  Aoold  gain  notUng,  the 
American  government  would  lose  probably  to  a 
much  greater  amount  than  if  they  had  agreed 
to  purchase  its  preeervation  by  tho  money  de- 
manded* 

Such  being  the  intention  of  General  Ro^,  he 
did  not  mnrch  the  troops  iintnodiatt-ly  into  the 
city,  but  liolled  them  upon  a  plain  in  its  imme- 
diate vioinity,  wbilrt  a  Ihg  of  tniee  waa  aent  tar- 
ward  with  terms.  But  whatever  his  proposal 
might  have  been,  it  was  not  so  much  as  beard; 
for  scarcely  bad  the  party  beiH'ing  the  flag  en- 
tend  the  atreet,  wkm  it  waa  fired  i^pon  flrom-  the 
windows  of  one  of  the  houses,  and  tho  horse  of 
the  general  himself,  who  aooomp«ktiicd  it,  killed. 
The  indignatifu  exdted  by  this  act  throughout 
all  ranka  and  elaiaca  of  men  hi  the  army,  waa 
such  as  the  nature  of  the  case  cotild  not  fail  to 
occasioo.  Every  thought  of  accommodation  was 
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instantly  laid  aside;  dw  troops  adrauoed  forth- 
with iiitn  the  towv,  and  hnviiig  first  put  to  tiic 
aword  all  who  were  found  in  the  hoiwe  from 
wUdt  die  ibole  ime  find,  end  ndoeed  it  to 
asiies,  they  proceeded  vithout  a  moment's  delay 
to  bum  and  destroy  everything  in  the  most  dis- 
tant degree  connected  with  the  government.  In 
this  general  devMtation  were  induded  maibb' 
house,  the  president's  palace,  an  extensive  dock* 
yard  and  arsenal,  Lnrracks  for  two  or  three  thou- 
sand men,  several  lurge  storehouses  filled  with 
naTiil  end  miliiary  etorcii  eoine  faundreda  of  chk 
non  of  different  descriptions,  and  nearly  twenty 
thousand  stand  of  smnll-amis.  There  were  also 
two  or  three  publie  ropewalks  which  shored  the 
same  Arte,  a  fine  flrigeto  p!eroed  for  t&xtf  gtm, 
aiid  just  ready  to  lie  laiinc-hcd,  soveral  gun  brigs 
and  armed  schooiR-rs,  with  a  viuriety  of  gun-boats 
and  small  aaSL  Tlte  powder  magazines  were  set 
on  fire,  and  eiploded  with  e  tnoMBdoas  credi, 
throwing  down  many  honsc«  in  their  vicinity, 
partly  by  pieces  of  the  walls  striking  them,  and 
partly  by  tin  eonoanton  of  the  air ;  whilst  quan- 
titiee  of  shot,  shell,  and  hand-grenades,  which 
could  not  otliorwiso  be  rendered  ustlcss,  were 
cast  into  the  river.  In  destroying  the  cannon  a 
method  waa  adopted  wUch  I  had  never  before 
witnessed,  and  whidif  as  it  was  both  cfToctual  and 
expeditious,  T  cannot  avoid  relating.  One  gun  of 
rather  a  small  calibre  was  pit4*hed  upoa  as  the 
ezecutioMr  of  the  reat,  and  being  loaded  wtdi 
boll  and  turned  to  the  muzdea  of  the  othera^  it 
was  fired,  and  thus  heat  out  their  brwvhin^. 
Many,  however,  not  being  mounted,  could  not  be 
thua  dealt  with;  theaa  were  ^iked,  and  h&Ting 
(heir  tnmnions  knocked  o^  were  aflerwnrda  eaat 
into  the  hcd  of  the  river. 

All  Uiis  was  OS  it  should  be,  and  hod  the  arm 
of  vengeance  been  extended  no  flirlher,  there 
would  not  have  been  room  given  for  so  much  as 
a  ■«  liisper  of  disapprobation.  But  unfortunately 
it  did  uut  stop  here;  a  noble  library,  soveral 
printlng-ofliooa,  and  all  tbe  national  erdiiveewera 
likewise  committed  to  the  flames,  which,  though 
no  douht  tho  property  of  government,  m]^ht 
belter  liave  Leua  spared.  It  is  not,  however, 
mj  intention  to  the  Otttery  wbidi  waa  raiaad 
at  the  time  against  what  the  Americjiiis  and 
their  admirers  were  pleased  to  term  a  line  of 
conduct  at  oooo  Itarharous  and  unprofitable.  On 


the  contrary,  I  ooncdve  that  too  mndl  pnlM 
cannot  bo  given  to  the  forbearance  and  ho- 
manity  of  the  British  troops,  who,  irritated  as 
thqr  had  every  right  to  be,  spared,  aa  ht  am 
posdble,  all  private  property,  neither  plunder- 
ing nor  destroying  a  single  house  in  the  place, 
except  th&t  firom  wiiich  the  general's  horse  had 
been  killed. 

Whilst  the  third  brigade  was  thus  employed 
the  rest  of  the  army,  having  recalled  its  stragglers, 
and  removed  the  wounded  iuto  Bladensbuzg, 
began  its  mardt  towarda  IVaablogton.  Though 
the  battle  come  to  a  close  by  four  o'clock,  the 
Bun  had  set  before  the  different  n^gimonts  were 
m  a  oonditioa  to  move,  consequently  the  short 
jonniay  waa  perfbnned  in  Uie  dark.  The  wotk 
of  dc-stniction  Iiad  also  begun  in  the  city  before 
they  quitted  their  ground ;  and  the  blazing  of 
bouses,  ships,  and  stores,  the  report  of  exploding 
nM^faahwe,  and  t^orarii  of  Mlingrooft,  informed 
them,  as  they  proceeded,  of  what  was  going  fiir- 
ward.  It  would  be  difficult  to  conceive  a  finer 
spcctade  dun  that  wMoh  presented  itself  as  they 
approached  the  town.  Ihe  sky  waa  brilliaoidy 
illuminated  by  the  difierent  conflagrations ;  and 
«  dork  red  light  was  thrown  upon  the  road,  suf^ 
fident  to  permit  eadi  man  to  view  diatinedy  hie 
comrade's  face.  Except  the  burning  of  St  So> 
hastian's,  I  do  not  recollect  to  hav  '  '-v-'ncssed  at 
any  period  of  my  life  a  aoene  more  striking  or 
mora  attblime. 

Having  ad « m  i  as  far  as  the  plain,  where  the 
reserve  had  previously  paused,  tlie  first  ond  second 
brigades  halted;  and  forming  into  close  column, 
passed  the  night  in  bivooao.  At  firat  thia  waa 
agreeable  enough,  because  tho  air  was  mild,  and 
weariness  made  up  for  what  was  wanting  in  com- 
fort But  towards  morning  a  violent  storm  of 
rain,  aooompaided  with  diimder  and  lig^lning, 
came  on,  which  disturbed  the  rest  of  all  who  were 
exposed  to  it.  Yet  in  spite  of  the  inconvenience 
arising  from  the  shower,  i  cannot  say  that  i  felt 
diapoaed  to  grmnble  at  the  intem^lioa,  for  it 
appeared  that  what  I  hod  before  considered  as 
supeglatively  sublime,  still  wanted  this  to  rcndei 
it  complete.  The  flashes  of  lightning  vied  in  bril- 
lianoywith  tlie  flameawlddi  buret  firom  the  roofr 
of  liuriilng  houses,  whilst  tho  thuuJer  drowned 
for  a  time  tho  noise  of  crumbling  walls,  and  was 
only  interrupted  by  tho  occasional  roar  of  cannon, 
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and  of  lufe  Mpdts  of  gnnpowder,  at  thaj  «ti» 

bv  one  cxplodcJ. 

I  need  scarcely  observe,  that  the  ooasternation 
of  the  inhabitanta  was  complete,  and  that  to  them 
tlito  mam  night  of  tsrror.  Booonfideothadt])^ 
been  of  thfl  success  of  their  troops,  that  few  of 
them  bad  dr^unt  of  quitUog  their  homes  or  abaa- 
dwmgdieoiljr;  nor-wtsH till  the  fbgitivaaftom 
the  hat^  began  to  rush  in,  filling  every  place  as 
came  with  dismay,  that  the  president  him- 
soh'  thought  of  providing  for  his  safety.  Itiat 
gentleman,  a*  I  mn  oradibly  informed,  had  gone 
forth  la  the  moniiiig  irith  the  army,  and  bad  oon< 
tinned  among  his  troops  till  the  British  forces 
began  to  make  their  appearance.  Whether  the 
sight  of  Ua  CDBmiea  eooled  Us  oonnge  or  tiofe  I 
eamot  aay,  but,  according  to  my  informant,  no 
sooner  was  the  glittering  of  our  arms  discernible, 
than  he  began  to  discover  thi^  his  preseooe  was 
move  wanted  Id  the  senate  tiian  in  the  field;  and 
haviaig  ridden  through  the  ranks,  and  exhorted 
every  man  to  do  his  duty,  he  hurried  back  to  his 
own  house,  that  he  might  prepare  a  feast  for  the 
entertainment  of  his  officers,  wboi  they  aboold 
return  victorious.  For  the  truth  of  these  detiuls 
I  will  not  be  ans^rcraWc;  but  tliis  much  I  know, 
that  the  feast  was  actually  prepared,  though,  in- 
atead  of  botog  deronred  bj  American  offioen,  it 
went  to  satisfy  the  less  delicate  appetites  of  a 
party  of  English  soldiers.  When  the  dctach- 
inetit  sent  out  to  destroy  Hr.  Madis(m*s  house, 
entered  lus  dimng  parlor,  they  ibond  a  dlanep> 

table  spread,  and  covers  laid  for  forty  guests. 
Several  kinds  of  wiue  in  handsome  cut-glass  de- 
canters were  cooling  on  the  sideboard;  plate- 
bolders  stood  by  the  fire-phuw,  filled  with  dishes 
and  plate* ;  knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  were  ar- 
ranged for  immediate  use;  everything  in  short 
was  r^y  Ibr  the  entertainment  of  a  oeremonlous 
party.  SuehweretheanaiigementBintiiedbibigw 
room,  whilst  in  the  kitchen  were  others  answer- 
able to  them  in  every  respect.  Spits  loaded  with 
jointa  of  Tariona  aorta  turned  before  die  fire; 
poti^  sanoepans^  and  other  culinary  utensils  stood 
upon  tlic  grate ;  and  all  the  other  requisites  for 
an  elegant  and  substantial  repast  were  in  the 
eiaot  state  which  indicated  thttt  thsy  bad  been 
lately  and  prccipitut'  'y  ul  andoned. 

The  reader  will  easily  believe  that  thr^(^  pro. 
parations  were  beheld,  by  a  party  of  hungry  sui- 
Vou  IIL>-S4 


dieii^  «i&  no  indiflbNBt  eye^  An  elegant  dinner, 

even  though  considerably  ovcr-dressod,  wa?  n 
luxury  to  which  few  of  them,  at  least  for  some 
time  back,  had  been  aeeuatomed;  and  which, 
after  the  dangers  and  latigue^  of  the  day,  ap- 
peared peculiarly  invitirc'.  They  sat  down  to 
it,  therefore,  not  indeed  in  the  most  orderly  man- 
ner, bat  with  oovntenanoea  which  would  not  have 
disgraced  a  party  of  sldeniMa  at  a  eivio  feast; 
and  having  satisfied  tbeir  appetites  with  fewer 
complainta  than  would  have  probably  escaped 
their  rival  geMmnnds,  and  portalc«i  pretty 
freely  of  the  wines,  they  fuiished  by  setting  fire 
to  the  hooae  whiob  had  ao  liberally  entertained 
them. 

I  haw  aaid  Ibat  to  ths  inhabitanta  of  Waah- 

bgton  this  was  n  l^t  of  terror  and  divnay. 
From  whatever  cause  the  confidence  arose,  cer- 
tain it  is  Uiat  they  expected  anything  rather  than 
the  arrival  among  them  of  a  British  army ;  and 

their  consternation  was  proportionate  to  their  pre- 
\nou9  feeling  of  security,  when  an  event,  bo  little 
anticipated,  actually  came  to  pass,  llie  first  im- 
poise  naturally  prompted  tliem  to  fly,  and  the 
streets  were  speedily  crowded  with  soldiers  and 
senators,  men,  women,  and  children,  horses,  car- 
riages, and  carts  loaded  with  liouseliold  iumiture, 
all  bMtening  towarb  a  wooden  bridge  wUdi 
crosses  the  Potomac  The  confusion  thus  occa-  i 
sioned  was  terrible,  and  the  crowd  upon  the 
bridge  was  such  as  to  endanger  its  giving  way. 
But  Mr.  Madison,  as  is  aflinned,  having  escaped 
among  the  first,  was  no  sooner  s;ifc  on  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  the  river,  than  he  gave  orders  that 
the  bridge  should  bo  broken  down ;  which  being 
obeyed,  the  test  wsra  obfiged  to  retnni,  and  to 
trust  to  the  clemency  of  the  victors. 

In  this  manner  was  the  night  passed  by  both 
parties;  and  at  daybreak  next  morning,  the  light 
brigade  moved  into  the  city,  whilst  the  reserve 
fell  back  to  a  height  about  half  a  mile  in  the  rear. 
LitUe,  however,  now  remained  t^  bo  done,  be- 
cause everything  merited  ont  for  destruotion  was 
already  consumed.  Of  the  acnato-house,  the  pres- 
ident's ])alaco,  the  barracks,  the  dockyard,  etc., 
nothing  could  be  aeen,  except  heaps  of  smoking 
nuna;  and  even  tiie bridge,  a  noble  stmcture  up- 
warda  of  a  mile  in  kogth,  was  almost  entirely 
i^«"Tn'>1ish*'fr  Tlierc  was,  theref()r<>,  no  further 
ooui&ioQ  to  scatter  the  troops,  and  they  were  oo 
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cordingly  kept  tpg^tliir  M  mneh  M  poMiUa  on 

the  Capitol  Ilill  

There  is  no  denying  that  the  fidl  of  Washington 
ought  to  be  ettribitted  mudi  more  to  OemiiooD* 
duct  of  the  Americans  themselves,  than  to  the 
skill  or  enterprise  of  those  who  effected  it.  ITad 
the  emergency  been  contemplated,  and  in  a  proper 
miniiar  poviilad  apiiiitk  or  bad  tbe  meal  nMd- 
erate  ingenuity  and  courage  been  displayed  in  re- 
tarding the  progress  of  our  troops,  the  deaign,  if 
formed  at  all,  would  hare  been  either  abandoned 
immediately,  or  must  ham  «nded  in  the  total  de- 
struction of  the  invaders. 


Here,  therefore,  lay  their  prindpal  error:  bad 
they  left  all  dear,  and  permitted  us  to  advance 
as  far  as  Nottingham,  then  broken  up  the  ror\r1<;, 
and  oorered  tbem  with  trees,  it  would  have  boon 
impoaaible  Ibr  us  to  go  a  step  boyond.  Aa  aoon 
as  this  was  effected,  they  might  have  skirmished 
with  U8  in  front,  and  kept  our  attention  alive  with 
part  of  their  troops  till  the  rest,  acquiunted  as 
they  donblileM  mn  -wiA  wtaj  InA  of  tiie  eoun. 
try,  had  got  into  our  rear,  and,  by  a  similar  mode 
of  proceeding,  cut  oflT  our  retreat.  Thus  we 
should  have  been  taken  in  a  snare,  from  which 
it  vodd  htm  been  no  «aay  ttak  to  eotferiaito  wt- 
selves,  and  might,  perhaps,  have  been  oibllged  in 
the  end  to  surrender  at  discretion. 

But  so  obvious  and  so  natural  a  plan  of  defence 
tfaqrclioed  to  iqeot;  tad  detatnhibig  to  tenet  iH 


to  the  &to  of  A  battle,  they  were  guilty  of  a  mon> 
strous  error  Bladensburg  ought  not  to 

have  been  left  unoccupied.  The  most  open  vil< 
lage^  if  naoliitelf  deteded,  iriU  eoet  many  men 
before  it  faUs ;  whereas  Bladanebaqi^  bdng  eooK 
posed  of  Bulistantlal  brick  bousi^s,  might  have  been 
maintained  for  hours  against  ail  our  efTorts.  in 
the  next  plaee,  tbsy  displayed  great  want  of  mSL- 
itary  knowledge  In  the  disposition  of  both  their 
infiuitry  and  artillery.  Ibere  was  not,  in  the 
whole  space  of  their  position,  a  single  point  where 
en  enemy  vMddba  ezpoeed  ton  oraee  fire.  Tb» 
trCwp'^  ivpro  drawn  up  in  tlirrr  Ktrnipht  lines,  like 
so  many  regiments  upon  a  gala  parade ;  whilst 
the  guns  wtn  vmi  ee  connecting  links  to  a  chain, 
being  pqeted  in  the  esme  order,  by  onen  end  twoei, 
at  every  interval. 

In  maintaintng  themselves,  likewise,  when  at* 
tMked,  they  exhibited  neither  akUl  nor  reeoln* 
tion.  Of  the  personal  courage  of  the  Americans 
there  can  be  no  doubt;  they  arc,  individually 
taken,  aa  brave  a  nation  as  any  in  the  world. 
But  Aey  are  not  eoldlws ;  they  htm  not  tlie  ox 
perienoe  nor  tlie  habits  of  soldiers.  It  was  the 
height  of  folly,  therefore,  to  bring  thera  int<3  a 
situation  where  nothing  except  that  experience 
and  tiioee  baUtiwillnvail;  end  It  Is  on  tbb  nn> 
count  that  I  repeal  what  I  have  almdy  eaid,  that 
the  capture  of  Washington  was  more  owing  to 
the  bUndnei9  nf  the  Americans  themaeives  than 
toiByo(l»r«ei'M. 
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Ram]  opmUoiis — Conimodors  Porter's  cniiM  —  Bloduded  tn  Vulparalw  —  Hic  <lcsp«nt«  fight  with  the  Phabc 
ud  Chcrnb — Bemltof  the  UttU — The  PeAooek  tnket  the  Eperrkr— The  Wup  eftpturw  the  Reindeer  and 
other  TCH^— The  Art*  «f  th«  Vaip— Deettur  In  Urn  FMdent— Loie  of  the  nvtfdent,  in  *  iMttte  wMi  three 

EnpjTish  ships- — The  Conetitutioa  ceptuies  the  Cynne  und  Lovnut  —  Tlio  Hornet  takes  the  Penguin  — Tlie  Vf-a- 
oock  and  the  JKautilua — Oeneml  Jaekaon  in  command  at  the  South — The  BritUh  ahipa  at  Penaacok — Jackaon'i 
■eairea — Plana  tt  the  Srftlih — I«fllta  and  th*  Bamtarian  pl|i»t«a-~'Th«  sttaek  cm  Fcrt  Bowyw  — iaekaoa 

tnarehes  into  FloriJa — Takes  Pensnrolfl  —  Mates  propamfions  to  defend  Ncw  Orleans  —  State  of  the  city  — 
Ja«ksoD's  pkn*  *nd  measoree — Arriral  of  the  British  fleet — Plana  to  oppose  the  enemy's  advance  to  Hev  Or- 
Icons — The  ^n-boeta  destroyed— Martial  lair  pmeUmed— Arrfval  «f  troops — The  Brltlah  land  onder  Gen- 
eral Keane  — Their  course  —  Night  attack  on  the  enemy  hj  Jackson  —  Sir  K<!  ward  Pakenham  arrives  with  other 
troops —  Jackson's  ramparts — Attack  by  the  British  on  the  27th  and  2Stb  of  ^"ovember — The  battle  on  the  8tb 
of  January,  1819  —  Fierce  and  bloody  contest — The  BriUsh  defeated  —  Their  retreat — Attack  on  Fort  St  Philip 
— Jaekaon'B  diflonltica  in  Kew  Orlcana — Tlia  atata  of  (hinga  in  K«w  England— Th«  Hartiord  OonTention— Its 
purposes  and  reaidta— Bov  fiir  joaddaUe— FefotfaHoiia  tm  peaa»— IVwtyigwtd  vpon— Fkoaoodlngiof  Odb- 
gress  menn-wliile  —  Arrival  of  nova  of  peace  —  Tlie  president's  MMIMign  III  llWWMIlllMIHClaltoni  MoilHfil 
adopted  for  a  peace  establiahmeot — Concloaoa  of  the  fifth  book. 


Tbb  opfflntboB  of  the  preeent  year 
on  the  water  were,  on  the  whole,  grati- 

fying  to  the  pride  which  the  country 
took  in  our  gallant  little  navy.  Of 
Commodore  Porter's  exploits  in  the 
PaciOc,  we  have  briefly  spoken  on  a 
previous  page  (p.  198).  We  may  now 
conclude  the  story  of  hia  adventures, 
and  their  reeolt;  andakotellof  theya* 
lions  BQCoesBes  and  Husfortnoes  which 
fSell  to  the  lot  of  onr  hraye  seamen  in 
contending  against  the  superior  force 
and  numbers  of  British  ships  of  war. 

Porter  took  possession  of  the  Island 
of  Kouaheevah,*  in  the  name  of  the 

♦  See  "Journal  of  a  (kum  made  to  tht  Pae{fio 

Ocfiin,  hy  r,7p'.!;n  Da-id  Porfrr,  ir.  the  United 
StaUtfriguU  /."-i.rj,"  2  vols.,  l-hibdvlphia,  1815. 


United  States,  and  ealled  it  Maduon 

Island,  in  honor  of  the  president. 
He  had  some  difficulty  with  the  native 
disputes  and  warfare,  especially  with 
the  -ava^'e  Typee,  who  endeavored  to 
elYect  the  expulsion  of  Porter  and  his 
men ;  but  failed  of  course  in  a  conflict 
with  the  marines  and  seamen,  who 
burned  a  number  of  thdr  villages. 
Daring  the  month  of  November,  181S, 
the  Eases  was  thorooghlj  overhaiiled 
and  made  ready  for  sea.  On  the  12th 
of  December,  she  sailed  for  the  coast 
of  Chili,  Porter  having"  first  secured 
the  three  prizes  which  had  accom- 
panied hira,  under  the  guns  of  a  bat- 
tery erected  for  their  protection,  and 
left  them  in  charge  of  Lieutenant 
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Gtamble  cl  tiie  marinefl^  wiih  twenfy- 
one  men,  and  with  orders  to  proceed 

to  Valparaiso  after  ft  certain  period. 

After  cruising  on  the  coast  of  Chili 
without  sncces3,  Porter  reached  Valpa- 
raiso, on  the  12th  of  January,  and  was 
not  without  hope  of  signalizing  liis 
career  iu  the  Pacific  with  some  bril- 
liant achievement  in  a  contest  with  an 
English  sbq),  whidi,  he  nndeistood,  bad 
been  8«it  in  quest  of  him.  /While  at 
andior  in  the  port  of  Valparaiso,  Com- 
modore Hillyar,  in  the  British 
frigate  Phoebe,  arrived,  having 
long  been  searching  in  vain  for  the 
Iksex,  and  almost  despairing  of  ever 
meeting  with  her.  Contrary  to  the  ex- 
pectations of  Porter,  however,  Hillyar, 
bende  his  own  frigate,  was  accompanied 
by  the  C&emb,  sloop  of  war,  strongly 
armed  and  manned.  These  ships,  hav- 
ing been  sent  ont  expressly  to  seek  for 
the  Essex,  were  in  prime  order  and 
equipment,  with  picked  crewB,  and  car- 
ried flags  bearing  tlie  motto,  "God  and 
our  country,  British  sailors'  rights ;  trai- 
tors oUend  them."  Porter,  in  reply, 
hoisted  at  his  nuzzen,  "  God,  our  conn- 
try,  and  liberty;  ^ants  offend  them.** 
On  entering  the  harbor,  the  Fhcsbefell 
foul  of  the  JE^x  in  snch  wise,  that  she 
lay  at  the  mercy  of  Porter,  who  declined 
taking  advantage  of  the  occurrence,  al- 
though Mr.  Cooper  thinks  that  he  would 
hiivo  been  juf<tified  in  so  doing.  While 
iu  VuljiuruLjo,  a  neutral  port,  the  crews 
and  officera  fi'cq^ucntly  interchanged 
civilities  with  thor  respective  enemies. 

The  Fbosbe  mounted  thirty  long 
eighteens,  sixteen  thirty>two>pound  cuv 
ronades,  with  one  howitser,  and  six 
threes  in  her  tops;  and  the  Chemb 


mounted  twenty-eight  guns.  The  Es- 
sex at  this  time  carried  forty  thirty- 
two-pound  caxTonades,  and  six  long 
twelves;  heroonsort  mounted  twenty 
guns.  The  Essex,  for  several  weeks 
attempted,  by  mnitcpuvring,  to  bring 
the  PhcEbe  into  action  without  the 
Cherub;  but  the  British  captain,  act- 
ing under  orders  most  probably,  was 
too  waiy  to  risk  a  conflict,  in 
which  he  must  have  been  beat* 
en,  and  he  (for  lus  part)  endeavored, 
by  all  means  he  could  devise,  to  lure 
the  Essex  into  an  engagement  with 
both  his  vessels.  One  dark  nirrht. 
Porter,  having  remarked  that  the 
Cherub  occupied  the  same  place  for 
several  nights  before,  prepared  and 
sent  ont  a  boat  expedition  to  capture 
her;  but  it  ftiled;  for  on  reaching  the 
spot,  the  €9iemb  was  not  there,  and 
the  sea  all  round  was  illuminated  with 
blue  lights,  so  that,  without  a  stroke 
given  or  received,  the  boats  returned 
to  their  ship. 

At  length,  on  the  28th  of  March, 
hoping,  by  the  superior  sailing  quali- 
tiea  of  his  ship^  to  escape  from  their 
tedious  blockade^  Porter  endeavored 
to  run  ont  of  the  harbor,  betwew  the 
British  vessels  and  the  shore.  Unfor- 
tunately, in  doubling  the  headland 
which  closes  it  In,  he  lost  his  maintop- 
mast,  together  with  several  of  his  men, 
who  fell  into  the  sea  and  were  di-owned. 
There  was  no  ^temative  now  but  to  re- 
gain the  port,  or  to  fight  both  the  ene- 
my's ships,  under  the  additional  disad^ 
vantage  of  being  crippled.  Finding  it 
imposdble  to  get  back  to  the  common 
anchorage,  Porter  rsa  dose  into  a  small 
bay  about  three  qnarten  of  a  mile  to 
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leeward  of  the  botbeiy,  on  the  east  of 

the  harbor,  and  let  go  his  anchor  Turithin 
pistol  shot  of  the  shore.  Supposing 
that  the  British  would,  m  formerly, 
respect  the  neutrahty  of  the  place,  he 
considered  himself  secure,  and  thought 
only  of  repairing  the  damages  he  had 
Bustaiaed.  The  menacing  approach  of 
the  enei^a  ehip,  however,  displaying 
their  motto  flags  and  having  iheir  jacks 
at  all  their  masts*  headsi  soon  showed 
Porter  the  real  danger  of  his  situation. 
With  all  possible  dispatch,  he  got  his 
ehip  ready  for  action,  and  endeavored 
to  get  a  spring  on  liis  cable,  but  had 
not  succeeded,  when,  a  few  minutes  be- 
fore four,  p.  M.,  the  attack  was  begun. 

At  fiiet)  the  Fhosbe  placed  herself 
nearly  astenif  and  the  Ohernb  lay  off 
Porter's  starboard  bow ;  but  the  latter, 
finding  hemlf  exposed  to  a  hot  fire, 
soon  changed  her  position,  and  with 
her  consort  kept  up  a  raking  fire  under 
the  Essex's  stern.  The  American  frig- 
ate, being  unable  to  bring  her  broad- 
side to  bear  on  the  enemy,  was  obliged 
to  rely  for  defence  against  this  tremen- 
dous attacle,  on  tbee  long  twelve- 
pomidera,  which  wwe  ran  out  of  the 
stem  ports.  These  were  worked  with 
such  bravery  and  skill,  and  so  much 
injury  to  the  enemy,  as  in  half  an  hour 
to  compel  them  to  haul  off  and  repair. 
It  was  evident  that  Commodore  Ilill- 
yar  meant  to  risk  nothing  from  the 
daring  courage  of  our  oonntfymen ;  all 
his  mancsQVzes  were  deliberate 
and  wary ;  his  antagoimA  was 
in  his  power,  and  his  only  concern  was 
to  succeed  with  as  little  loss  to  himself 
aa  possible.  The  Essex,  though  baring 
suffered  greatly,  showed  no  disposition 


to  flinch  from  the  contest,  unequal  and 
discoura^ng  aa  it  was. 
Having  qpeedOy  repaired  damages, 

the  action  wna  renewed ;  both  tlie 
Phoebe  and  the  Chenib  now  avnilin  T 
themselves  of  their  long  giin?»,  and  lii  - 
ing  with  great  and  desitnictive  preci- 
sion; wh^  scarcely  one  of  Porter's 
guns  could  be  hronght  to  bear  npon 
them,  or  thrown  so  ^  as  the  position 
they  had  taken ;  and  they  cut  down 
the  people  of  the  Essex  with  their 
])lunging  fire,  and  disabled  her  gims, 
almost  at  their  pleasure.  The  carnage 
wjis  so  frightful,  that  one  gun  of  tlie 
American  ship  saw  nearly  three  entire 
crews  fiali  round  it,  in  the  course  of  the 
action.  Finding  it  impossible  to  con« 
tend  sacceasftdly  against  his  antagon* 
ists,  Porter  now  attempted  to  run  his 
vessel  ashore,  and  set  her  on  fire ;  but 
a  sudden  shift  of  the  wind  prevented 
it,  and  not  only  so,  but  brought  her 
n^und  80  as  to  expose  her  to  a  raking 
fire,  worae  than  she  had  experienced 
before.  Twice  she  took  fire;  part  of 
her  powder  exploded ;  she  was  haUed 
at  almost  every  shot;  until  at  last, 
seventy-five  men,  officers  included,  wete 
all  that  remained  for  duty;  and  the 
colors  were  hauled  down. 

The  "Empx  lost  fifty-eight  men  killed, 
and  sixty-six  wounded  ;  or,  including 
tlio  drowned  and  the  mis.siug,  a  hun- 
dred  and  fifty-two  were  lost  out  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five.  The  British 
loss  was  only  five  IdUed,  and  ten  wound- 
ed, but  their  8hq»  were  greatly  cut  up 
coDsidtoing  the  circumstances  in  which 
they  were  placed.  The  fight  lasted  for 
two  hours  and  a  half;  was  witnessed 
with  deep  interest  by  great  crowds  on 


Uiyiiizeo  by  GoOgle 


970 


THE  END  OP  THE  WAR 


[Bb.  V. 


the  shore ;  and  for  desperate  valor  and 
fearful  carnage  was  unequalled  since  the 
days  of  the  famous  Paul  Jones. 

The  EaBex  Junior  was  converted  into 
a  carte),  aad  Portmr  and  liia  sarviviiig 
comjNmioiiB  were  sent  home  on  parole. 
Detained  off  New  York  hj  a  Brifxah 
vessel,  and  declared  a  prisoner  of  war, 
Porter  determined  to  effect  his  escape, 
and  though  thirty  miles  from  land,  suc- 
ceeded in  doing  so  in  a  whale  boat, 
which  landed  him  on  Lone:  Island.  lie 
was  received  in  New  York  and  else- 
where with  great  cnikoaiasm,  aa  one 
who  had  brought  honor  to  the  Ameri- 
oan  navy. 

At  Iiome,  the  newly  bnilt  aloops  of 
war  began  to  go  to  sea  as  soon  as  they 
were  ready.  On  the  20th  of 
April,  the  Frolic,  eighteen,  com- 
manded V)y  Captain  Bainhridge,  soon 
aft  er  she  had  got  out  of  port,  was  chaaed 
by  the  British  fiigate  Orpheus,  of  thir- 
ty-six guns;  and  having  thrown  most 
cf  hat  guDB  overboard  to  ligfatoi  her^ 
eel^  after  only  two  ahots  had  been  fired, 
was  captured. 

The  sloop  of  war  Peacock,  eighteen. 
Captain  Warrington,  eailed  from  New 
York,  in  Mai-ch,  and  proceeded  soutli- 
wardl}-,  cruising  along  the  Florida  shore. 
On  the  29  th  of  April,  three  sail  were 
diseovered  to  windward,  one  of  which 
proved  to  be  the  Britiah  brig  Epervier, 
eighteen,  Captain  Walea.  An  oigage- 
ment  ensued  soon  afterwards,  and  re- 
aulted,  after  forty-two  minutes  fight,  in 
the  capture  of  the  Epervier.  The  Brit- 
ish vessel  suffered  very  greatly,  and  lost 
twenty-two  men  in  killed  and  wounded. 
On  board  the  Peacock,  only  two  persona 
were  wounded.  The  aiun  of  $118,000 


in  specie  was  found  in  the  Epervier, 
and  some  days  later,  notwithstanding 
she  was  chased  by  two  frigates,  the  prize 
was  brought  in  safety  into  Savannah. 

The  Wasp^  eighteoi,  Captain  Blakely, 
waa  one  of  the  new  aloopa  of  war  just 
spoken  of.  On  the  Ist  of  May,  she 
sidled  from  Portononth,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  running  across  the  Atlantic, 
appeared  off  the  English  Channel,  and 
b€gan  to  re-enact  the  part  played  there 
by  the  Argus  (p.  197).  Very  early  on 
the  28th  of  June,  she  fell  in  with  the 
British  aloop^  Beindeer,  eighteen  also, 
and  having  in  addition  to  her  broadaide 
ci  nine  gnns,  only  a  ahifting  eaironade. 
The  British  captain,  nothing  loth  for 
the  fight,  gave  chase,  and  the  American, 
equally  ready,  hove  to,  for  tlin  pnr|">r>5e 
of  meeting  him.  Soon  after  three,  p.  Ji., 
the  Reindeer  began  to  fire,  and  it  was 
nearly  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before  the 
Wasp  could  brii^  any  gnna  to  bear; 
but  when  she  did,  the  epiiit  and  activity 
of  offioera  and  men  speedily  bronght 
the  conflict  to  an  iasne.  Twice  or  thrice 
the  Britaah  crew  attempted  to  board 
their  antagonist,  and  were  repulsed ;  and 
at  last  the  Reindeer,  cut  to  piec  s  by 
the  heavy  metal  and  terrible  precision 
of  the  Wasp's  fire,  with  her  upper  works 
one  entire  wreck,  wag  carried  by  the 
American  boarders.  There  were  twen- 
ty-five hilled,  and  forty^^o  wounded, 
ten  of  them  danger  i  -ly,  on  board  the 
Reindeer;  the  Wasp  lost  only  five 
killed,  and  twenty-two  wounded.  It  is 
very  properly  pointed  out  by  Mr. 
Cooper,  that  the  advantage  iu  nearly 
every  particular  rested  with  the  Wasp; 
and  the  bravery  of  Captain  Manners 
and  crew  of  the  Bemdeeri  elidted  well 
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deserved  commendatioiL  The  Reindeer 
was  burned,  and  Captain  Blakely  went 
into  L'Orient  on  tlio  8tli  of  July. 

Leaving  this  port  iit  the  close  of 
A-Ugust,  Captain  Blakely  captured  two 
merchantmen,  and  on  the  1st  of 
*  September,  fbO  in  ivith  a  fleet 
of  ten  saflf  under  ctmroy  of  the  Ar- 
mada, semi1y-fi>Qr,  and  a  bomlMldp. 
He  stood  for  than,  and  anooeeded  in 
cutting  out  of  the  aqiiadran  a  brig  laden 
with  Li  iisa  and  iron  cannon,  and  military 
stores,  from  Gibraltar.  Aftr^r  taking 
out  the  prisoners  and  setting  her  on  fire, 
he  endeavored  to  cut  out  another,  but 
waa  chased  off  by  the  seventy-four. 
The  eame  evening,  Captain  Blakely 
descried  two  Teneik,  one  <»l  Tm  alar* 
board  and  one  on  his  larboard  bow,  and 
hanled  for  that  which  waa  fiffthest  to 
windward.  At  seven,  p.  m.,  she  was 
discovered  to  be  a  brig  of  war,  making 
signals  with  Hags  which  could  not  be 
distinguished,  owing  to  the  darkness, 
and  at  twenty-nine  minutes  past  nine, 
•he  was  under  tbe  lee  Ixrw  of  the  Wasp. 
An  Be^m,  soon  after  commenced,  whii^h 
lasted  imtil  ten  o*cloek,  when  Captain 
Blakely,  finding  Ids  antagonist  to  have 
ceased  firing,  paused,  and  asked  if  he 
had  surrendered.  No  answer  being  re- 
turned, lie  commenced  firing  again;  and 
the  enemy  returned  broadside  for  broad- 
side for  twelve  minutes.  Perceiving 
that  his  last  two  broadndes  were  not 
returned,  he  hailed  again,  and  waa  in> 
formed  that  she  waa  niddng,  and  that 
her  colors  were  struck.  She  proved  to 
be,  as  was  subsequently  learned,  the 
Avon,  eighteen,  Captain  Ar])utlinot,and 
sank  almost  immediately  afterwards. 

On  the  2  Ist  of  September,  the  Wasp 


took  the  British  brig  Atalanta,  which 
was  put  in  charge  of  Mr.  Geisenger, 
one  of  the  midshipmen,  and  sent  to 
America.  The  Wasp,  at  the  time,  was 
off  the  Madeiras,  and  continued  lier 
cruise ;  but,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  this  Is 
the  laiBt  certain  information  that  was 
had  respecting  this  fitrorite  TeEsel  and 
her  hrsve  coimnandeir.  She  musfc  have 
perished  suddenly  and  entirely,  in  some 
one  of  those  terrible  gales  to  which  ves- 
sels  are  exposed  in  the  soiithprn  seas.* 
The  squadron  under  Commodore  De- 
catur, in  the  harbor  of  New  London, 
found  it  impossible  to  escape  from  the 
strict  bloclnde  maintained  by  the  en* 
emy(p.  239).  The  United  States  and 
Macedonian  were  accordingly  removed 
up  the  Thames  above  New  London,  and 
in  the  month  of  April  were  dismantled. 
Decatur,  and  his  officers  and 
crew,  Boon  after  were  trans- 
ferred to  the  President,  then  at  Kew 
York,  and  the  gallant  commodore  was 
actively  engaged  in  taking  measures  to 
repel  an  erpeoted  attad^  upon  that  im- 
portant commeroal  dty.  ^e  enemy 
not  having  made  any  attempt  vpoa 
New  York,  but  devoted  their  energies 
to  the  invasion  of  Washington,  and  to 
plans  of  conqiie«t  in  the  south,  Decatnr 
was  at  liberty  to  carry  out  the  project 
which  had  been  formed  of  a  cruise  in 
the  East  Indies,  where,  it  waa  thought, 
British  trade  and  commerce  offibred  a 
fiur  field  for  enterprise  and  valor.  The 
fiiigate  Fkvsident,  tiie  ekxfijpB  of  war.  Pea* 
cock  and  Hornet,  and  two  store  ships, 
weie  fonned  into  a  squadron,  and  De* 
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catnr  only  waited  fx  m  opportimity 

to  get  to  sea. 

New  York  being  closely  blockaded, 
Decatnr  determined  to  get  out  of  tlie 
harbor  in  Im  flag  ship  alone,  at  the  ear- 
liest moment*  Accordingly,  having 
appointed  a  plaee  of  lendeivoiiB  for  the 
otiiw  Teaselsi  Decstitr,  on  the  14tih  of 
January,  1815,  in  a  seyere  mow  storm, 
and  a  strong  gale  blowing  off  shore, 
weighed  anchor  and  stood  down  the 
bay,  Througli  a  mistake  of  the  pilot, 
in  the  darkness  tiie  President  struck  on 
the  bar,  where  alio  remained  beating 
heavily  for  au  hour  and  a  half.  The 
wind  rendering  it  imponiUe  to  letnm, 
.  she  was  fbveed  over  ti^B  to,  and  obliged 
to  prooeed,  notwiUifltanding  the  injuries 
she  had  reeeiTed.  At  early  dawn  on 
the  16ihf  she  was  espied  by  the  block- 
ading sqnadron,  and  the  Majestic,  fifty- 
six,  the  Endyniion,  forty,  and  the  Po- 
mona, thirty-eight,  gave  chase.  The 
Tenedos,  thirty-eight,  joined  in  the  pur* 
BiutBomewhat  later.  Decatnr  lightened 
.  bis  vesael  as  well  as  he  coidd,  and  fbr 
fifty  miles,  along  Hie  coast  cf  Long 
Island,  kept  ahead  of  his  pnrsners. 

Late  in  the  afternoon,  the  Endymion, 
which  had  gained  rapidly  on  the  Pres- 
ident, opened  a  fire  with  her  bow-chas- 
ers, which  was  vigorously  returned  by 
Decatur's  sliip  from  her  stern  guns. 
Meanwhile,  the  Majestic  and  Pomona 
ML  belund  out  of  gunsliot,  At  length 
the  Endymion  sained  so  much 
on  the  Ftwsidenti  as  to  peimit 
her  flnt  broadnde  guns  to  begin  to  bear, 


*  For  «  more  ftn  Meounlaif  IktMfliDgiiodkHdf 
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and  A  dose  running  fight  ensaed ;  the 

vesselg  sailing  under  easy  way,  within 
half-musket-shot  distance.  Commodore 
Decatur  suffered  so  severely,  especially 
in  his  rigging,  under  their  fire,  that  he 
took  the  gallant  resolution  of  laying 
lumself  alongside  the  i^dymion,  and, 
httving  seottled  the  President^  of  carry- 
ing the  en«ny,  by  boarding.  Bnt  the 
British  captain  avoided  that  risk,  with 
commendable  prudence^  and  yawing 
his  ship,  preserved  the  advantage  she 
had  gained  by  a  fire  at  half  gunshot 
ran  ere. 

'iiie  light  continued  for  two  hours, 
both  Teaeh  being  skilfully  handled, 
when  the  XSndymiini,  redneed  almost  to 
a  wreck,  fell  astern,  and  Decatnr  had 
Bomd  slight  hope  of  being  able  to  effect 
his  escape  in  the  night,  from  the  other 
ships  of  the  enemy.  "Resuming  the 
course  he  had  adopted  in  order  to  avoid 
the  ?:qnadron,  Decatur  wished  for  the 
dajkness  to  aid  him  in  getting  away; 
but  he  was  disappointed.  The  clouds 
blew  over,  and  a  bright  starlight  re- 
veakdhisshiptothe  approaching  ships. 

**  We  continued  this  oonise,''  says  De- 
catur, in  his  official  letter,  under  date 
of  the  18th  of  January,  "  until  eleven 
o'clock,  when  two  fresh  ships  of  the  en- 
emy (the  Pomona  and  Tenedos)  had 
come  up.  The  Pomona  had  opened  her 
fire  on  the  larboard  bow,  withlu  mus- 
ket shot;  the  ofher,  about  two  cables 
length  astern,  taking  a  raking  porition 
on  onr  qnarfcer ;  and  the  rest,  with  the 
exception  of  the  Endymion,  within  gun- 
shot. Thus  situated,  with  about  one- 
fifth  of  my  crew  killed  and  wounded, 
my  ship  crippled,  and  a  more  than  four- 
fold force  opposed  to  me,  without  a 
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dianee  of  eaeape  left,  I  deemed  it  my 

duty  to  surrender. 

"  It  is  with  emotions  of  pride  I  bear 
te^timouy  to  the  galiautry  and  steadi- 
ness of  every  oiiicer  and  man  I  had  the 
honor  to  comnmnd  on  this  occa^on;  and 
I  feel  Batiafled  that  the  fact  of  their  hav- 
ing beaten  a  force  equal  to  tfaemaelvee, 
in  the  pfesence  and  ahnost  under  the 
guns  of  80  vastly  suijcrior  a  force,  when, 
too,  it  was  almost  self-evident,  that  what- 
ever their  exertions  might  be,  they  must 
ultimately  be  captured,  will  be  taken  as 
evidence  of  what  tliey  would  have  per- 
formed, hud  the  force  opposed  to  them 
lieen  in  any  degree  equal" 

The  loss  on  board  the  Fieddent  was 
twenty-five  kiUed  and  axly  woimded; 
the  Eud^-mion's  loes  was  only  eleven 
killed  and  fourteen  wounded.  The 
President  was  carried  to  Bermuda,  and 
Bubscquently  sent  to  England,  as  a  show. 
Decatur  returned  to  New  I^^ndon,  on 
the  2 1st  of  February,  and,  uotw  ithstand- 
ing  his  miafortone,  was  received  by  his 
countrymen  with  warm  and  hearty  ad- 
nuratioQ. 

The  Constitution,  "Old  Ironsides," 
Captain  Stewart,  sailed  from  Boston  on 
the  ITth  of  Doceniljer,  1814.  Having 
made  some  })rlx»'S,  in  the  vicinity  of  Lis- 
Liiijj  Stewart  discovered  two  sliijis,  on 
the  afternoon  uf  February  20th,  ibio. 
One  of  these  bore  np  for  the  Constito- 
tion,  bat  soon  after  changed  her  course 
to  join  bor  consort.  The  Constitution 
gave  chase  to  both,  aud  at  six,  p.  v., 
181S.  ^"^"S^^  ahead  of  the  sterumost, 
brouf^lit  her  on  the  quarter  and 
her  consort  on  the  Ijow,  and  opened  a 
broadside.  Tlie  fire  Avas  iiiiiiicdintelv 
returned ;  aud  exehangea  of  broadsides  J 
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continued  until  l)oth  ships  were  envel- 
opped  in  smoke.  When  it  cleared  away, 
the  Constitution  findincr  hereolf  abreast 
of  the  headmost  ship,  Captain  Stewart 
ordered  both  sides  to  be  manned,  and 
dropped  into  hia  former  position.  The 
fight  continued  with  great  spirit^  until 
the  ship  on  the  C)<»8titQfion^  stem  fell 
cS,  entirely  nnmanageable.  CSaptain 
Stewart  punned  the  former  ship,  and 
very  soon  reduced  her  so  completely 
that  she  could  not  escape.  Returning 
to  the  other  ship,  she  fired  a  gun  to 
leeward  to  signil'y  her  surrender;  and 
on  sending  an  oflicer  on  board,  she 
proved  to  be  the  Cyane,  thirty-four, 
Captain  Falcon.  Captain  Stewart  then 
proceeded  in  pursuit  of  the  consort  of 
the  Cyane,  which  surrendered  after 
brief  resistance,  having  five  feet  water 
in  her  hold.  She  proved  to  be  the  Le- 
vant, eighteen,  Caj)tain  Douglass.  The 
loss  in  killctl  aud  wounded  on  tlie  two 
vessels,  was  nearly  eighty ;  the  Consti- 
tution received  but  Httie  injury,  aod 
had  only  three  killed,  and  twelve 
wounded.* 

Early  in  March,  Captain  Stewart  car- 
ried his  prizes  into  Porto  Prayn,  in  the 
Island  of  St.  Jago;  but,  on  tlie  11th, 
obsei  ving  a  British  squadron  otY  the 
harbor,  and  having  no  confidence  in 
the  security  of  a  neutral  purt,  lie  got 
under  weigh,  and  snoeeeded  in  bringing 


*  With  this  (eni)innte<l  the  exploits  of  tho  pallant 
Const itutioii,  or  "  Old  Irouiiidca,"  ajs  she  was  £«uiliarly 
tt  rtncd  in  tito  narj.  Always  weU  commanded  and  of- 
ficered, and  mnntu'd  with  the  very  Jx-st  of  crcwj^,  ahe 
was  cmphatiailly  a  "hicky  ship,"  aud  performed  actions 
tluit  will  ever  livo  in  naval  story.  Mr.  Cooper  llM mit- 
ten a  full  account  of  tliis  nohlo  vej^el,  as  a  separata  ' 
contribution  to  tho  History  of  the  United  States  Narjr. 


EXPLOITS  OF  "OLD  IR0NSID£3." 
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tho  Cyarie  to  the  tJnit(  <1  States.  Tin- 
Levant  Avas  recaptured  in  the  Portu- 
gnese  liurI>or  by  the  British  frigates. 

A  few  days  after  the  capture  of  the 
President^  the  Homel  <ind  the  Peacock, 
who,  as  we  have  above  stated,  were 
deatiiied  to  the  Indian  Ocean,  oontrived 
to  get  out  of  New  York ;  and  mthout 
being  aware  of  the  fate  of  Decatur's 
^^e«l«lel,  made  directly  for  Tristan  d'Ac- 
onha^  the  place  of  rendezvous,  without 
having  heard  that  the  wnr  had 
terminated.  On  the  morning 
of  the  28d  of  March,  when  not  far  .to 
tiie  west  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
the  Hornet  met  the  Penguin,  a  British 
reaael  of  equal  size  and  weight  of  metal, 
but  a  little  inferior  to  her  in  the  num- 
ber of  her  crew ;  and  after  a  furious 
conflict,  in  which  the  cf\pt?iin  of  the 
Penernin  was  slain  while  attempting 
to  board  the  Hornet^  gained  a  \ery 
complete  victory,  a  third  of  the  crew 
of  the  British  vessel  being  killed  or 
wounded,  and  the  ship  herself  so  mnch 
injured,  that  a  day  or  two  afterwards^ 
she  was  scuttled  !)y  her  captors. 

Joining  the  Peacock,  on  the  25th  of 
March,  tliey  remained  at  the  place  of 
rendezvous  for  some  weeks  neconlini' 
to  orders.  About  the  middle  uf  April, 
they  sailed  for  the  Indian  seas,  and  on 
the  37tb,  were  deemed  and  chased  by 
tlie  CfOrnwallis,  a  British  seventy^fonr. 
The  Peacock,  being  a  capital  sailei',  eas- 
ily escaped;  but  the  Horaet,  havin:,' 
been  followed  for  ncjirly  two  days,  and 
receiving  several  shot,  throw  overboard 
everything  that  could  impede  her  sail- 
ing, and  finally  escaped  with  but  unc 
gun,  and  without  boat,  or  anchor,  or 
eable,  or  any  part  of  her  ship^s  burden 


that  could  be  cast  into  the  sea  Hav- 
ing made  liis  way  to  San  Salvador,  Cap- 
tain Biddle  heard  there  of  tlie  ]>eace, 
and  on  the  30th  of  July,  reached  New 
York,  and  received  the  due  meed  of 
pnuae  for  his  gallantry  and  admirable 
seamanship; 

The  Peacock  continued  her  crui>e, 
and  on  the  30th  of  June,  fell  in  with 
the  British  East  India  Company's 
cruiser,  Nautilas,  fourteen.  Captain 
Warrin2:ton,  having  no  knowledge  of 
the  peace,  exchanged  broadsides  with 
his  advenary,  when  the  NautQus  struck, 
having  hadsizkiUedandeightwounded. 
The  next  day,  the  Nautilus  was  given 
up,  the  Ai:i  :!  an  captain  being  in- 
formed of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
of  peace,  and  learning  that  the  period 
set  tor  the  termination  of  hostilities  had 
passed.  This  Is  Mr.  Coo])er"s  account 
of  the  matter;  but  it  is  only  fair  to 
state,  that  English  writers  accuse 
tain  Warrington  of  insisting  u])oa  the 
flag  of  the  Nautilus  being  hauled  down, 
notwithstanding  the  British  commander 
assured  him  that  peace  had  been  made, 
and  tliat  when  he  was  not  gi'atified  in 
thi<.  he  enforced  obedience  by  a  broad- 
side.* However  the  exact  truth  may 
be  in  regard  to  the  point  in  dispute,  we 
may  note,  that  this  was  the  last  instance 


*  jyison,  who  urill  not,  bj  those  who  knoir  his 
work,  be  Mceased  «f  any  piotbility  fer  AmerieuM, 

speaks  oftlio  cV'^i-  of  till'  wfir  in  t1u'?(-  tcru\<  :  "Thus 
tcnniuatcd  at  sea  this  nietnorablo  cofitcst,  in  wlticb  tbe 
EngUdi,  fer  the  flist  tine  fiw  ft  eenturyand  •  ImI^  net 

with  equal  antauroiii-ts 'in  flifir  (IV.  11  i-lriiK  n( ;  .mil  in 
recounting  which,  the  British  hiiitorian,  at  a  loea 
whether  to  admire  moct  the  denoted  berdsa  of  hk 
own  countrymen,  or  the  gallant  lic  aring  of  their  antag< 
ooists,  feels  almost  equally  warmed  in  oarmting  eiUm 
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of  hostilities  between  ships  of  KluglAnd 
and  the  United  States. 

It  was  in  Augni=5t,  1814,  as  we  have 
rcluti'il  oil  a  previous  page,  (p.  211,) 
that  Uenend  Jackson  concluded  ike 
treaty  with  the  Greek  IndianS)  and  di- 
rectly afterwards  transferred  his  head- 
quarters to  Mobile.  He  had  previously 
demanded  of  the  governor  of  Pensa- 
cola  the  surrender  of  Francis  and 
IVrQueen,  two  Oroek  chiefs  who  had 
escaped  into  the  iSpiinish  territor}';  but 
hud  received  an  ambiguous  and  unsat- 
isfactory  reply  from  that  functionary; 
Jackson,  who  was  now  in  ixanmand  of 
the  seventh  militaiy  district,  and  had 
abont  two  thousand  men  under 
him  at  Mobile,  determined  to 
take  prompt  and  effective  measures  in 
order  to  prevent  the  British  availing 
themsplve^!  of  Spanish  help  in.  their 
prqji'cts  against  tlu-  ponth. 

Towaids  the  close  of  the  month,  he 

received  inf<»niation  by  express,  that 
three  Britisli  vessel^  (the  Hermes,  Or- 
pheus and  Charon,)  had  arrived  at  Pen- 

sacola  on  the  2r>th,  and  disembarked 
on  the  following  day  a  large  quantity 
of  arms,  ammunition,  munitions  of  war 
and  provisions ;  and  that  between  two 
and  three  hundred  troops  of  the  ene- 
my had  lauded  from  the  vesseL?,  aud 
marched  into  the  Spanisli  fort  The 
ezpi'ess  also  brought  information  that 
thirteen  sail  of  the  line,  with  transports, 
having  on  board  ten  thousand  troops, 
weie  daily  expected  at  that  place. 
General  Jackson  immediately  addressed 
a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Tennessee, 
requesting  him,  without  delay,  to  or- 
ganize, equip,  and  bring  into  the  field, 
the  whole  of  the  qnota  of  the  militia 


of  that  state,  agreeably  to  the  requisi- 
tion of  the  war  department  ot  the  pre- 
ceding July,  amounting  to  two  thousand 
five  hundred  iiiiautjy.  This  request 
was  promptly  complied  with ;  and  in  a 
short  time  the  state's  quota,  and  many 
volonteers  firom  Tenneasee  and  Ken- 
tucky, proceeded  to  put  themselvea 
under  Jackson's  immediate  command. 
Several  thousand  men  were  thus  got 
together,  and  with  these  the  enemy 
were  to  be  met  and  repulsed. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  nego- 
tiations were  in  progress  for  the  restor- 
ation of  peace,  the  ^tiah  adnural  was 
busily  engaged  in  preparing  to  strike  a 
heavy  blow  upon  New  Orleans,  and  by 
his  directions,  a  system  of  petty  mar 
rauding  was  kept  up  along  the  coast, 
and  injuries  of  ever)'  kind  inflicted  upon 
the  inhabitants  and  their  possessions. 
Admiial  Ooohraiio  even  issued  a  pro. 
cluiuutiou,  in  order  to  excite  the  slaves 

to  insnrrection,  and  promised  tbem  his 
aid  and  protecdon  as  "persons  desir> 
ous  .to  emigrate  from  llie  United 

States." 

In  carrying  out  his  plans,  the  enemy 
made  an  effort  to  enlist  the  services  of 
that  horde  of  smugglers  and  pirates  on 
the  I-laiid  of  Barntaria,  wlio,  under 
Lalitte,  had  rendered  themselves  uoiu- 
rions  for  acts  of  daring  and  cruelty 
Bat  Lafitte  spumed  the  o^  of  a  cap* 
taincy  in  the  British  service,  and  r» 
fused  to  join  the  enemies  of  the  United 
States  in  their  purpose  of  inroad  and 
destruction.  Shortly  afterwards,  at  the 
close  of  September,  Commodore  Pat- 
terson proceeded  to  Barataria  with  a 
sufficient  force,  and  completely  broko 
up  the  n«!«t  of  pirates,  captured  a  nmxi> 
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ber  of  vessels,  and  nearly  a  thousand 
men,  and  dispersed  the  remauKh  r.* 

Disapj3<)inted  in  i*espect  to  the  13ara- 
tari.'ins,  the  British  force  at  Pensacola 
determined  to  push  forward  an  attack 
upon  Mobile.  It  liAppened  thai  a  year 
or  two  before,  there  had  been  rabed, 
at  the  end  of  a  tongue  of  land  in  Uo- 
bUe  Bay,  a  redoabt,  called  Fort  Bov- 
yer,  mounting  twenty  guns,  and  garri- 
ponod  by  one  hundred  and  sixty  men. 
It  had  been  erected  whli  a  \icvr  to  ul- 
terior operations,  in  the  direction  of 
Florida ;  but  had  been  neglected  as  in- 
sufficient for  either  attack  or 
defence.  Jaokaon  however,  on 
aasnming  command  of  the  Beventh  mil- 
itary  district^  discerned  tiie  use  that 
might  be  made  of  this  exposed  station, 
to  delay  the  advance  of  a  hostile  force 
fj'i'ainst  Mobllo,  v.'hich  "U'DS  only  tlilrty 
miles  oli";  and  su,  he  placed  the  force 
above  stated  in  it,  under  command  of 
Major  Lawrence 

Qn  the  IS^k  of  September,  a  squad- 
ron of  two  sloops  and  two  brigs  ap* 
peared  before  Fort  Bowyer;  a  body 
of  soldiers,  marines,  and  Indians,  was 
landed  to  attack  the  fort  in  the  rear, 
while  the  ships  bombardod  it  from  the 
bay.  The  nieu,  wc  are  told,  composiug 
the  garrison,  were  not  artillerists,  and 
their  means  were  extremely  slender; 
neverthelesa,  they  not  only  endnred  for 
three  honrs  a  bombardment  from  fonr 
ships  of  war,  and  a  mortar  battery  on 


*  Two  moatbs  later,  when  Gencnl  Ja^knon  was  in 
fmt  of  men,  the  Butfirarwi,  on  a  pledge  of  psnkn, 
eolisted  In  Um  Bonioe  of  tbo  XJnUcd  States,  and  ren> 
dered  cflcctivv  aid  in  <ho  defence  of  Now  Orleans.  On 
the  6th  of  Fcibruaiy,  16Ui,  the  praideDt  prodaimed 
their  full  pwdoa 


shore,  but  returned  it  with  each  hearty 
good  will,  that  the  enemy  wa*!  ^lad  to 
escape  with  the  loss  of  more  than  two 
hundred  men,  and  one  of  his  shifs, 
which  iiavnjg  its  cable  cut  by  a  shot, 
drifbed  80  ckise  to  the  £>rt,  that  its  crew 
were  oompdled  to  desert  and  bum  it 
The  American  loss  was  onfy  four  killed 
and  five  womided ;  and  the  e£Eeet  <A 
this  successfoL  defence  against  snch 
great  odds,  was  most  exceUent  in  nerv- 
ing our  countrymen  to  repel  the  enemy. 
Ingersoll,  in  a  sentence  which  charac- 
terizes the  iron- willed  man  of  Tennes- 
see, sayei,  of  this  "campaign  which  be- 
gan and  aided  at  Fort  Bowyer,  General 
JTaekson  acted  without  specific,  if  indeed 
any,  orders,  sometimes  alino>t  against 
ordei-s,  perfoiming  exploits  of  warfare 
imd  civil  administration,  which  paved 
liis  ^vay  to  the  pre'^idency." 

Discovering  that  the  British  had  re* 
tiaiietl  to  Pensacola,  on  their  retreat 
from  Fort  Bow^yer,  Jackson  withont 
any  difficulty  came  to  the  ccaidosion, 
that  he  onght  to  occupy  that  place. 
He  had  abeady  sent  several  urgent 
requests  to  the  secretary  of  war,  for 
permission  to  do  so;  and  had  at  last 
received  a  reluctant  consent.  Accord- 
ingly, he  advanced  upon  Pensacola  with 
a  force  of  about  three  thouitand  five 
hundred  men,  including  some  Choctaw 
Indians,  and  having  reached  it  on  the 
6th  of  November,  immediately  s^t  a 
flag  with  a  message  to  Manriquez,  the 
Spanish  governor.  As  tlie  flag  ad- 
vanced, the  foil  opened  its  fire  and 
compelled  it  to  return.  Encamping, 
therefore,  for  the  night,  and  dis- 
covering  that  the  place  was  de- 
fended by  British,  as  well  as  Spanish  Bolr 
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dien,  Jackson  detennined  to  atom  it 

on  tLe  next  day.  On  the  morrow,  do- 
oeiTiug  the  Spaniarda  as  to  the  quarter 
on  which  he  meant  to  attack  them, 
three  thousand  men,  in  three  colnmn'=!, 
were  marched  along  the  beach,  so  as  to 
avoid  the  lire  of  the  fort  and  the  ship- 
ping. ApproAclnng  the  towiif  ihe  Ad- 
vance of  the  artillery  being  retarded 
hj  deep  sand,  the  middle  oolnmn  was 
ordered  to  charge.  It  advanced  briskly 
to  the  attack ;  entering  the  principal 
street,  a  battery  of  two  guns  opened 
its  tire  upon  it ;  but  it  was  immediately 
carried  by  the  Aiiiericans  at  the  point 
of  the  bayonet;  and  the  governor  di- 
rect! J  aftenraids  snrrendered  tiie  town 
and  fort  vnoondxtionally.  Tl|e  British, 
as  JadcBon  says,  in  hb  official  letter, 
abandoned  a  fort  at  the  Barsncas,  Beven 
miles  below  Pensacola,  on  the  night 
after  his  arriral :  and  on  the  day  after 
he  captured  the  town,  blew  it  up. 

Aft-er  occupying  Pensacola  two  days,  ^ 
perceiving  that  no  more  annoyance  wxia 
to  be  eaqpeeted  ftcm  that  direction, 
G^eral  Jackson  restored  the  place  to 
the  Spaniards,  and  returned  to  Mobfl& 
Thence  he  proceeded  westward,  to  ar- 
range measures  for  the  defence  of  New 
Orleanf*,  which  seemed  to  be  (as  in  fact 
it  was)  the  point  against  which  the 
attack  of  the  British  was  next  to  be 
directed.  "There,"  says  Ingersoll,  with 
one  of  his  occasional  poetic  ontbiusts, 
"  there,  like  the  American  eagle  perched, 
snrveyiiig  the  vast  expanse  of  sea  and 
shore,  forest,  morass,  rivers,  and  lakes, 
of  an  alluvial  region,  an\-?ou5?ly  watch- 
inn;  the  aj)proach  of  the  British  lion, 
a  Tennessee  wan-ioi',  who  had  hardly 
ever  encountered  a  regular  soldier,  took 


post**  This  waa  early  in  December, 

and  the  commanding  general  entered 
upon  his  duties  with  a  resolute  energy 
admirably  calculated  to  meet  tilC  critl* 
cal  dangei-s  of  his  position. 

There  wa»  m*rc  tliaii  enough  to  oo- 
cupy  ail  his  care  j  for  the  indolence  of 
Iloomoy,  and  the  removal  of  ^V^Udn- 
son  to  the  north,  before  his  defensive 
preparations  had  been  half  completed, 
had  left  the  capital  city  of  the  south 
entirely  unprotected.  The  magazines 
were  empty;  there  was  a  doficieney  of 
munitions  and  stores,  of  clothing  and 
ammunition,  and  all  the  requisites  of 
defensive  warfare.  There  were  no  funds 
andnoeredit  Tfiebanlspaidnocom, 
of  which  the  ii<^  hoarded  what  they 
had.  CommitteeBof  thelegislatiireand 
self-constituted  committees  of  safety  dif- 
fered in  their  projects.  All  business 
was  at  a  stand ;  all  confidence  was  neai^ 
ly  annihilated. 

Kew  Orleans  itself  seemed  wholly 
unable,  or  disinclined,  to  take  up  arms 
against  the'  Hvttiteiied  invaaian.  Hie 
peenUar  charaoter  of  its  popnlaticm,  in 
part  French,  in  part  Spanish,  in  part 
Anglo-American,  with  a  lai^e  number 
of  slaves;  its  principal  occupation, 
trade ;  its  wealth,  bringing,  as  inevita- 
ble consequences,  in  a  warn  climate, 
widt;  spread  profligacy  and  luxury; — 
these  things  were  altogether  unfavora- 
ble to  the  existence  of  a  spirit,  which 
would  contend  to  the  death,  pro  aria 
^/joilf,  against  an  invading  foe.  Woxae 
than  all  the  hindranees  arising  from 
the  motley  population,  with  its  various 
tongues,  its  indolence  and  cowardice; 
and  from  the  divided  counsels  of  its 
public  officers,  and  the  few  of  its  private 
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citizens  who  were  not  orerwlielmed 

with  despondency;  tlicre  was  treacli- 
eiy  to  contend  against.  Disaffected 
peifson?,  foreignei's,  were  in  New  Or- 
leans, who  di«conrng"Pcl  tlic  disposition 
(of  itself  fiiiat  enough)  to  re?ji>t  the  ap- 
proach of  the  enemy;  and,  according  to 
the  account  furnished  m  by  one  of  Jack- 
son^a  biographers,  commnnicated  to  the 
enemy  every  species  of  information 
which  conid  aid  the  invaders,  and  be 
injurious  to  our  coontvy*  Add  to  this, 
that  General  Jnek-^on  wna  con«idorah1y 
worn  doivn  T>y  disease  ;  the  ei' y  was 
without  fV)i'tiiicatioiis ;  military  ^f<^n^s 
could  not  be  obtained  readily;  the 
troops  had  not  yet  arrived,  and  might 
be  delayed  stiU  longer ;  and  we  have 
something  of  a  glimpse  of  tibe  trials  nn- 
der  which  the  defence  of  New  Orleans 
was  to  be  conducted. 

Before  he  left  ^Mobile,  Jac-lcson  di- 
rncted  Governor  Claiborne  to  close,  as 
well  a=!  he  could,  the  communications 
between  the  Mississippi  and  the  Lakes 
Borgne  and  Ponehartesin.  He  iasned 
a  proclamation,  snmmoniug  the  iree 
people  of  color,  "to  embody 
themselves  and  arm  for  the  de- 
fence of  the  country,  of  which,"  remarks 
Tng(  t'soll,  "though  inhabitants,  they 
were  not,  and  never  could  be,  citizens 
and  immediately  on  his  arriving  at  New 
Orleans,  he  called,  through  the  governor, 
for  large  gangs  of  fiiavee,  the  only  work- 
men to  withstand  the  climate,  that  he 
might  erect  fortifications  in  the  marshes. 
These  were  furnished  in  greater  mun- 
bers  than  he  required;  and  gradually, 
there  was  infused  into  the  citizens  of 
New  Oilonns  itself,  at  least,  the  resolu- 
tion to  oppose  the  enemy,  if  not  the 


hope  of  doing  so  with  success.  For, 
intent  upon  increasing  his  forc(3s  to  the 
numbers  which  he  deemed  necessary 
for  making  the  stand  he  had  determined 
on,  General  Jaekson  had  admitted  into 
Lis  ranks  the  Baratarian  pirates,  of 
whom  we  have  spoken  above;  and  had 
actually  relessed  and  embodied  the  con* 
victs  in  the  prison ;  from  Lafitte,  too, 
he  procured  enough  pistol  flints  to  ren* 
der  the  flintless  muskets  serviceable  for 
a  time;  and  every  dass  of  the  com- 
rnimity  received  ince«''nnt  and  pressing 
intimations  of  what  the  indefatiijable 
commander  expected  of  it,  iu  aid  of 
his  important  undertaking. 

It  V  not  necessary  here  to  dwell  xspoo 
the  many  and  valuable  defences  with 
which  nature  has  suirounded  New  Or 
leans  against  an  attack  from  sea ;  its 
peculiar  sitna^n;  the  difficult  navigar 
tion  of  its  large  river;  the  vast  lagunes, 
with  their  intercommunicatiii''-  creeks 
and  channels;  and  the  impassable 
swamps  which  breed  pestilence  around 
it ;  each  ci  these  served  as  an  obstacle 
to  the  foe^  and  enabled  Jackson  to  pro- 
vide against  hb  approach.  The  banks 
of  the  Mississippi  were  fortified,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  enemy's  vessels  from  as- 
cending, and  a  battery  was  erected  at 
the  Rigolets,  or  pass  leading  from  Lake 
Burgne  into  Lake  Ponchartrain,  so  as 
to  oppose  his  passage  in  tiiat  direction. 
A  strong  battery  and  a  garrison  were 
placed  at  the  mouth  of  the  bayou  St 
John,  which  forms  the  chief  eoramuni* 
cation  from  the  city  into  Lake  Ponchar- 
train ;  and  a  flotilla,  consisting  of  five 
gunboats,  a  sch'>oner,  and  a  slonp,  was 
stationed  at  the  Bay  of  St.  LmiI  ,  sixty 
miles  to  the  northeacjt  of  New  Orleans. 


THE  END  OF  THE  WAB. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Cs.  XIII.] 

In  the  midst  of  the  aetire  prepara- 
tions to  meet  the  invaders,  news  rcacluHl 
the  city,  on  the  9th  of  December,  that 
the  iiritkh  bquadiou,  consisting  of  thir- 
ty-five to  forty  sail,  bad  appeared  oft* 
Ship  lalimd,  near  the  Bay  of  St.  Louis, 
lieutenant  Jones,  the  commander  of 
the  flotiUa,  in  a  day  or  two 
found  the  enemy's  foroe  in- 
creasing to  such  a  degree  as  to  render 
it  incumbent  on  him  to  retire,  and  en- 
deavor to  oppose  the  entrance  of  the 
invaders  into  Lake  Ponchartrain.  On 
the  12th,  the  schooner  Sea  Horse,  in 
the  Bay  of  St.  Louis,  with  public  stores 
on  boardf  finding  it  imposaihle  to  escape, 
was  set  on  fire  and  blown  up.  On  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  the  ganboats, 
while  becalmed,  were  attacked,  near 
the  west  end  of  the  Malheureux  Pass, 
by  more  than  forty  bars:e3  of  the  en- 
emy, manned  by  over  a  thousaiu]  men ; 
and  after  a  very  sanGniinary  contest, 
they  were  captured  ;ind  destroyed. 
There  were  now  only  two  pablie  Teasels 
left  to  dispute  the  passage  of  the  Brit' 
ish  up  the  tiver;  the  lipniaana,  sixteen, 
which  had  been  bought,  armed,  and 
manned  at  the  laat  moment,  by  offers 
of  special  bounties,  and  the  Carolina, 
fourti'i'n,  cdiiunanded  l)y  Captain  l^at- 
tei  sim.  who  was  the  principal  aaval  of- 
ficer at  the  port. 

Admirable  use  was  made  of  this  ad- 
vance of  the  enemy,  and  h»  dearly 
bought  victory,  in  destroying  the  gon- 
honts.  Every  measure  of  defence  was 
pushed  on  with  redoubled  speed  and 
enfriTv:  thrillin£r  addresses  allied  the 
1)1  ave  to  arms,  and  for  a  season  made 
all  who  read  tliem  courageous;  a  levy 
was  ordered  of  the  whole  civic  soldiery 
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of  the  state,  and  the  governor  put  him- 
Sidf  and  Ills  militia  entirely  at  Jackson's 
Aisjiosal ;  fortifications  rose  here  and 
there ;  the  geuerar.s  eye  ?eoraed  to  be 
oil  each  part  of  the  work,  and  all  moved 
on  rapidly  towards  completion;  even 
the  men  of  Tennessee  and  Eentocky, 
keen  of  8%ht,  sure  of  aim,  nnequalled 
in  combate  where  the  rifle  was  the 
weapon  employed,  were  likely  to  ar- 
rive in  season  to  take  part  in  repeUing 
the  iuvadei-s  of  the  country. 

AVhen  the  news  of  the  destruction 
of  the  gunboats  first  reached  the  city, 
no  little  alai'm  was  excited,  and  as  the 
way  of  aceeas  to  New  Orleans  was  now 
open  to  the  enemy,  there  were  not  a 
few  disposed  to  temporiae,  and 
even  to  propose  to  g^ve  up  the 
vain  attempt  to  resist  the  veterans  of 
the  peninsula,  who  were  rapidly  ap- 
proaching in  such  large  numbers.  But 
Andrew  Jackson  was  not  the  man  to 
yield  in  a  crisis  of  this  kind.  Finding 
that  the  legislatnre  were  inert  and  in- 
eflEeetive,  and  believing  it  neoessaiy 
to  the-  purpose  he  had  in  view  in 
defending  the  city,  he  proclaimed,  on 
the  16th  of  December,  the  city  and 
environs  of  New  Orleans  under  strict 
martial  law.  Its  operation,  we  arc  told 
by  Ingei-^ll,  a  great  admirer  of  Jack- 
son, was  instantly  excellent  All  the 
brave  and  patriotio  thronged  to  Jaok- 
eon^s  banner.  The  whole  of  Louisiana 
became  at  once  one  vast  camp,  animated 
by  one  8ii])i  l  ior  spirit,  controUed  by  his 
iron  will.  The  genius  and  firmness  of 
one  man  constrained  the  prejudices  and 
concentiate<l  the  energies  of  the  entii'e 
chaotic  cuiiimunity.  From  hotcrogene* 
ou^  inert,  discordant,  and  even  traitor* 
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OQS  Uttteri  i]  ,  a  masBof  invincible  force 
wns  combined,  which  crashed  a  formi- 
diibie  invasion."  * 

This  declaration  of  martial  hwv^  it 
may  well  be  believed,  was,  with  Gen- 
eral Jackson,  no  empty  formality.  Dis- 
putes with  the  legialatore  rose  even 
higher;  honorable  xnembers  coald  not 
he  made  to  nndfrntand,  that,  at  this 
particular  jnncture,  the  enemy  coming 
every  day  nearer  to  tlie  city,  "parlia- 
mentary eloquence"  w:is  /lot  the  th'm^ 
needed;  but  precisely  that  wli'uli  Jack- 
son could  supply — ^adequate  military 
skill  and  daring.  Much  pressed  to  in? 
form  the  Senate  what  hb  plans  were — 
he  averredf  that  he  wonld  cnt  the  hair 
off  his  head,  if  he  thought  it  had  di- 
vined his  intentions;  and  added,  rather 
grimly,  "  yon  may  expect  a  warm  ses- 
Bion,  if  I  am  driven  from  my  Ymm  into 
the  city  I"  DomiciliaTy  visitations,  in 
sscarcU  of  anas,  and  of  any  thing  else 
that  could  be  used  for  the  defence  of 
the  city;  the  enrolment  of  all  men  ca- 
pable of  bearing  anna;  the  prohibiting 
of  any  one  from  gouag  abroad  after 
nine  o'clock  at  night,  except  by  special 
permission;  these  measures,  and  othei-s 
even  more  insupportable,  did  undoubt- 
edly look  very  much  like  despotic  se- 
verity;" but  martial  law,  it  is  to  be  re- 
membered, includes  any  and  every  step, 
which  appears  to  him  who  proclaims  it, 
requisite  for  securing  the  object  he  has 
in  view ;  and  Geneitil  Jackson  had  made 
up  his  mind  to  assume  the  resjwnsibility, 
believing  that,  in  the  result,  he  would 
be  held  excusable  for  the  steps  he  had 
taken  in  so  great  an  eniciLri  ncv. 

On  th«  53(1  of  Deccmbei-,  (lcucr!!k 
CoflVie  and  Carroll,  with  between  three  1  tidings  of  an  enemy  in  sight ;  and  the 


and  four  thcnsand  Tmieaaee  and  Ken- 
tucky troops,  anived  veiy  opportunely, 
at  New  Orleans.  Detachmentsi  of  the<;e 
tn  >oj>s  were  immediately  jxeted  in  dif- 
ferent directions  to  guard  the  defences 
of  the  city.  On  the  same  day,  the  first 
division  of  the  Brituh  troo]  s,  under 
General  Eeane,  eflfeeted  a  landing  in  the- 
midst  of  a  hsi^  wilderness  of  reeds  be- 
side one  arm  of  the  MisEossippi,  and  at 
once  advanced  towards  the  city. 
One  party  of  this  division  suc- 
ceeded in  capturing  tlie  whole  of  the 
most  advanced  iVmerican  piquet,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  bayou  Bienvenu,  and  thus 
they  were  enabled  to  move  forward 
without  the  least  impediment  About 
noontime,  having  left  the  swamp  for 
the  cultivated  region,  thej  flnupriaed 
anotlier  outpost,  but  one  yoimg  man 
niimaged  to  escape,  and  was  the  first  to 
announce  at  New  Orleans  tlu?  arrival 
of  the  enemy,  now  only  some  six  or 
seven  miles  distant. 

British  writers  have  mooted  the  qiies> 
tion,  whether  they  might  not  have  sno> 
ceeded  in  captnring  the  city,  which  was 
then  almost  in  sight,  had  tliey  attacked 
it  immediately.  The  prcj^tuje  of  their 
\'ictories  in  the  peninsnl;;  iinr:!;!it  have 
compensated  for  their  want  of  numbers, 
and  thfc  subsequent  cuui•^e  uf  events, 
both  in  England  and  America,  been 
conaid^blj  different  Instead,  how- 
ever,  of  ventoring  upon  such  an  attempt^ 
General  Keane  halted  his  men  within 
pistol-shot  of  the  river,  without  the  least 
pretence  of  concealment;  and  they  piled 
their  arni«  and  a  regular  Itivouac  Avas 
formed,  lieconnoitrint;  parti<'.s  sent  ont 
in  diflerent  (lirections  hroucrht  back  uo 
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foragencoUeetod  from  evwy  house  they 
could  enter  with  safety,  no  end  of  good 
cliec  r,  which  Tras  partaken  of  by  botli 
oilioors  atid  men  with  the  greatest  satr 
ifitaction  and  even  jollity. 

About  half-past  seven  in  the  evening, 
the  first  inteiraption  to  this  scene  of 
caieleaB  hilarify  occurred ;  Ibr  the  mo- 
mentary appearance  of  a  few  hctsemea 
had  occasioned  them  no  concern.  The 
watch-fires  had  just  heen  replenished, 
and  })re]vir.ation3  were  almost  completed 
for  pasriing  tlic  night,  as  comfortably  m 
circumstances  would  allow,  when  a  large 
Teasel  was  observed  just  anchoring  near 
the  opposite  bank  the  river,  and  furl- 
ing her  Mils  vtacj  leknrely.  At  first, 
the  Britiah  thought  it  was  one  of  their 
own  ships,  which  had  made  its  way  so 
fiur  up  the  stream;  hut  no  answer  was 
returned  to  their  Anxious  hail.  Several 
musket-shots  were  discharged  at  her, 
but  without  producing  any  reply.  At 
length,  having  made  fast  all  her  sails, 
and  brought  her  broadade  round  to 
bear  on  the  foe,  the  wofd  rang  ont  on 
the  still  night,  *^  Giye  them  this  for  the 
honor  of  America!"  and  a  deadly  shower 
of  grape  was  discfaaiged  amongst  them ; 
— sad  premonition  of  the  blood-stained 
field  and  mortal  conflict  which  were  be- 
fore them. 

Whilst  the  British,  who  had  discov- 
ei'ed  that  they  had  no  means  of  return- 
ing the  fire  of  the  American  yeeself  were 
sheltering  themselves  in  the  best  way 
tiiey  coidd  from  its  heavy  discharges 
of  grape  and  round  shot,  on  a 
sudden,  thror.gh  the  densely 
black  night,  a  new  terror  burst  upon 
them.    After  uo  more  warning  than  a 
scattered  fire,  at  the  extreme  outposts, 
YolIIL— 86 


981 

they  were  roused  by  a  fearful  yell,  and 

a  sumultaneous  dbchaige  of  musketry 
on  almost  every  landward  side  of  them. 
General  Cofiee,  with  his  troops,  was  on 
their  rear;  whik^  General  Jackson  in 
person  was  assailing  them  in  front  and  i 
on  their  left.  Coflfee^  men  impetuoualy 
mshed  to  the  attack,  and  were  seconded 
witih  eqnal  atdor  by  the  troops  mid«r 
Jackson.  The  enemy  were  taken  "by 
surprise,  and  although  they  soon  ex- 
tinguished their  fires  and  fonned,  yet 
order  was  not  restored  h)efore  a  large 
nunil)er  had  been  killed  or  wonnded. 
A  thick  fog,  which  arose  shortly  after- 
ward)  and  a  misunderstanding  of  in- 
Btraciuma  by  one  of  the  principal  offi- 
cen,  prodndag  some  oonfiasion  in  the 
Americsn  ranks,  General  Jackson  called 
oif  his  troops,  and  lay  on  the  field  that 
night.  At  four  the  next  morning,  he 
fell  }iack  to  a  poi?ltion  abont  two  miles 
nearer  the  city,  where  the  swaui])  and 
the  Mississippi  approached  nearest  to 
each  other,  and  where,  therefore,  •  his 
line  of  defence  would  be  the  shorfcest 
and  most  tenable.  Gen^td  Kesne  r^ 
ported  above  three  hundred  killed, 
wounded,  or  missing,  in  this  night  at* 
tack ;  the  loss  on  the  American  ride  was 
about  two  hundred. 

Dunng  the  coui*se  of  this  conliict,  and 
early  in  the  following  day,  reinforce- 
ments amved  from  the  shijis.  There 
was,  however,  Httle  fighting  on  the 
24th  of  December,  although  the  Loniri- 
ana  had  Joined  her  consort,  the  Caro- 
lina, and  menaced  the  invaders  with  a 
more  destnictive  cannonarle.  Before 
the  end  of  the  day,  tlie  Avhole  British 
force  hud  reached  the  Held  of  battle; 
yet,  impressed  with  salutary  fear  of  the 
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Amcricuiis,  the  only  care  of  General 
Keane  wtis  to  witliUraw  lii.s  men  iar- 
ther  from  the  river  bank,  tliat  ihey 
miglit  be  less  exposed  to  the  chance  of 
caanalties  as  tiiose  of  the  preceding 
night.  Next  day,  the  real  commaodere 
of  tlie  expedition,  Sir  Edward  Paken- 
ham  and  General  Gibbs,  anived.  And 
having  made  themselves  acquainted 
with  the  position  of  aff.iirs,  they  sutler- 
ed  the  men  to  enjoy  their  "  merry 
Christmajs"  an  well  aa  they  could,  un- 
der an  incessant  fire  ftom  the  abips ; 
and  as  soon  as  night  threnr  np  a 
battery  opposite  tiie  Carolina,  nunuit- 
ing  nine  fidd-pisoiOB,  tiro  howitsers,  and 
one  mortar.  At  dawn,  on  the 
2'7th,  the  Tjattery  vras  opened 
upon  the  Carolina  with  red-hot  phot, 
and  she  was  soon  set  ou  lire  and  de- 
stroyed. The  Louisiana  was  next  at- 
tacked, bat  after  sustaining  a  severe 
fire,  snooeeded  in  escaping  up  the  river ; 
go  that  the  way  was  now  dear  far  an 
advance  upon  Kew  Orleans;  and  the 
needfiol  stores,  artillery,  anmiunition, 
etc,  were  brought  up  from  the  ships, 
that  the  grand  attach  might  be  made 
without  delay. 

General  Jackson,  in  the  mean  time, 
we  may  be  sure,  had  not  been  idle.  La 
these  and  the  immediately  following 
days  and  nights,  sleepless  himself  and 
allowmg  none  around  him  to  sleep,  un- 
tQ  an  available  position  for  defence  had 
been  secured,  he  had  constructed  a 
lengthoTjpd  rampart  abont  fonr  miles 
below  Aew  Orleans,  of  tlic  most  formi- 
dable deseri{»lion  for  his  ]>urpose.  Be- 
side the  earth,  which  WiW  thi'own  up 
out  of  the  deep  ditch  in  fronts  bales  or 
bags  of  cotton,  brought  from  the  dty. 


were  unsparingly  used.  The  line  ex- 
tended from  tlie  Missii^ippi  to  a  low 
swamp,  about  a  mile  ofl^  and  the  ditch 
was  filled  with  water  nearly  to  the  top. 
In  the  rivNv  the  Lonisiana  protected 
the  right  fiank;  and  a  work,  monnting 
twenty  guns,  on  the  opposite  bank, 
added  yet  more  to  the  strength  of  the 
position.  The  levee,  or  embankment 
of  the  river,  also  was  by  Jackson^s  di- 
rection cut  through,  both  above  and 
below  the  position  of  the  British,  thus 
embarrasong  their  movements  both  in 
fiNmt  and  in  the  rear. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  General 
Pakenham  advanced  up  the  lev^e  with 
the  intention  of  driving  the  Americans 
from  their  entrenchments ;  and  com- 
menced the  attack,  at  the  disfnncf  of 
half  a  mile,  with  rocket«,  bombs,  and 
cannon.  Alter  some  seven  hours'  fight- 
ing, the  British,  having  been  very 
warmly  recdved,  were  glad  to  retire; 
The  attmpt  was  renewed  csi  tiie  first 
day  of  the  new  year,  but  although,  with 
great  secrecy,  regular  breaching  batte- 
ries had  been  erected  and  mounted  with 
heav}'  cannon,  with  accompanying  pre- 
parations such  as  might  have  sulbced 
for  a  siege;  and  although,  when  first 
opened,  the  fire  of  the  thirty  pieces  of 
artilleiy  threw  the  Americans  into  some 
confiuion,  no  better  success  attended 
this  than  the  previous  attack.  The 
American  loss  was  less  than  fifty :  it  was 
supposed  that  the  enemy  snfiered  mudi 
more  severel)'. 

Failing  in  the«e  attacks,  it  was  next 
suggested  by  Admiral  Coch- 
rane, that  all  hands  shotdd  be 
set  to  deepen  the  canal  which  connei^ 
the  Ifississippi  wlXk  the  bayon  Sienve* 
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nn ;  by  wliicli  "boats  might  be  brought 
up  to  tLe  river,  and  troopj  ferried  aci'oss, 
to  cany  the  batteiy  on  its  ngM  bank 
HaSf  however,  proved  a  work  of  Book 
eztraordinaiylalxH',  tliat  it  was  not  till 
the  evening  of  the  6tli,  that  tlic  cut 
was  declared  passable.  The  boats  were 
inimcfliately  brotig^ht  tip,  and  secreted 
near  the  river,  and  disjtosltious  for  an 
aflsanlt  were  made  at  five  o'clock  on  the 
monuiig  of  the  8  th  of  January. 

Gmwal  Jackeon,  meanwhile,  had 
eompleted  his  works  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  liver.  His  firont  was  a  breast- 
work of  nearly  a  mile  long,  extending 
from  tiie  river  into  the  swamp,  till  it 
became  impassable,  and  for  the  last  two 
himdred  yards  taking  a  turn  to  the  left. 
The  whole  wag  defended  by  upwards 
of  three  thousand  infantry  and  artil- 
lerists. The  diteh  contained  five  feet 
water;  and  the  ground  in  fitnot^  having 
been  flooded  by  water  introduced  from 
the  river  and  by  frequent  rains,  vrixB 
slippery  and  muddy.  Eight  distinct 
batteries  were  judiciously  disposed, 
monntlng  in  all  twelve  guns  of  (Hircreut 
calibres.  On  the  oj)posite  side  of  the 
river,  there  was  a  strong  battery  of  fif- 
teen guns,  and  the  entrenchments  which 
had  been  erected  were  occapied  by  Genr 
end  Moigan,  wilh  some  Louisiana  mili- 
tia, and  a  strong  detachment  of  Ken- 
tucky troops. 

The  British  general,  on  the  night  of 
the  7th,  dispatched  Colonel  Thornton, 
at  the  head  of  a  large  force,  to  cross 
the  river  and  carry  the  American  works 
there.  Ebi\^ng  cftected  this,  he  was  to 
give  a  Mgnal  of  his  success,  and  then 
General  Gibbs  and  General  Keane  were 
to  advance  upon  Jackaon*e  entrench- 
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ments  in  front.   Owing  to  delays  and 
hindrances,  the  day  had  broken  before 
Thornton  reached  the  opposite  shore 
but  bravely  pushing  forward,  he  suo 

ceeded  in  his  object^  and  the  troops 
there  having  fled^  this  important  posi> 

tion  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Bwfc  Pakenham  did  not  wait  for 
Thornton's  signai.  Feiuiiig  every  mo- 
ment's delay,  he  gave  the  word  to  ad- 
vance to  the  assault.  Silently, 
but  swiftly,  through  tiie  win- 
try mommg, — ^the  day  just  banning 
to  dawn, — ^the  first  column  advanced 
against  the  works.  But  they  were 
soon  perceived  by  our  wakeful  coun- 
trymen, and  a  hea\'7  fire  was  opened 
upon  them,  which  mowed  them  down 
by  hundreds.  For,  incredible  almost 
as  the  statement  appears  which  is  made 
by  an  English  writer,  it  was  /ound, 
whi|pt  ihey  were  in  tiw  heat  of  the 
charge,  lhat  both  &8canes  and  stnling 
ladders  had  ])een  forgotten;  and  on  the 
very  crest  of  the  glacis  the  attacking 
column  was  forced  to  halt,  'ftnthont  the 
means  of  crofsing  the  ditch  or  mount- 
ing the  parapet;  incapalile,  t<^o,  of  de- 
fending themselves  against  the  storm 
of  shot  wlueh  was  ponied  on  Ihem  from 
those  unimpregnable  ramparfa.  A  few, 
indeed,  mounting  on  one  another's  shoul- 
ders, succeeded  in  entering  the  works ; 
but  it  was  only  to  be  overpowered  by 
numbers.  One  small  battery,  in  front 
of  the  lines,  was  carried  at  the  point  of 
the  ]>nyonet.  But  when  the  captors, 
with  desperate  courage,  endeavored  to 
force  their  way  across  a  single  plank 
mto  the  body  of  the  works,  they  were 
repulsed  with  fiightM  slaughter,  and 
the  batteiy  was  recaptured.  "It  was 
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m  Tam,"  says  Ur.  Ghagf  ^  ihat  the  most 
olietlnato  courage  was  displayed.  They 
fell  by  the  hands  of  mon  whom  they 
absolutely  did  not  see ;  fur  the  Ameri- 
cans, without  so  much  m  lilting  their 
faces  above  the  rampart,  swung  their 
firelocks  by  one  arm  over  the  wall,  and 
disdharged  ikem  directly  upon  tbeir 
heads.  The  whole  of  the  gana,  like- 
wise, from  the  opposite  ban^  kept  up 
a  well  directed  and  deadly  cannonade 
upon  the  flank;  and  thus  were  they  de- 
stroyed without  an  opportunity  beijiic^ 
given  of  di.s])l;iyini,^  their  valor,  or  ob- ' 
taining  so  much  as  revenge."* 

No  wonder,  that  the  British  colimin, 
despite  its  brave  and  gallant  adyance, 
fbnnd  it  impossible  to  endure  snch  a  fire 
as  met  them,  and  slaucrhtered  tliem  bv 

7                           O  J 

hundreds  at  a  time.  Shattered  and  dis- 
ordered, they  |)roke  and  fled.  Pahen- 
ham,  whose  personal  courage  was  hife- 
rior  to  that  of  none  of  his  compeers, 
passionately  endeavored  to  rally  the 
panic-stricken  and  disheartened  troopt^. 

The  continned  roU  of  the  American 
fire  resembled  peak  of  thunder ;  it  was 
such  as  no  troops  could  withstand.  The 
advancing  columns  a-j-ain  LroT^e;  a  few 
platoons  reachitig  the  edge  of  the  ditch, 
only  to  meet  certain  destruction.  An 
attempt  was  made,  by  their  officci-s,  to 
lead  them  to  the  attack  a  tlurd  time, 
but  entirely  without  snccen.  Generals 
Gibbs  and  Keanew^  carried  from  the 
field,  the  latter  severely,  the  former 
mortally  wouiulerl.   The  narrow  field 
of  strife  lietweeij  the  British  and  the 
American  lines  wa.s  strewed  with  the 
dead.    So  dreadful  a  carnage, 
conudering  the  length  of  time 
and  the  nnmliets  engaged,  has  seldcin 
been  recorded;  for  there,  on  that  blood* 
stained  fidd^  lay  two  thousand  men  in 
dead  and  wounded ;  while  of  our  coun- 
trymen, who  dealt  such  terrible  destruo 
tion  to  the  invaders  froiu  behind  those 
ramparts,  there  were  only  six  killed, 
and  seven  wounded,*   General  Lam- 

Wsying  hishat^  and  calling  on  them  to 

•^hnt  only  to  fall  dead  in  front  of  his 
men.   Generals  Gibbs  and  Keane  suc- 
ceeded in  bringing  the  troops  a  seeond 
time  to  the  charge ;  but  the  second  ai> 
proach  was  more  fatal  than  the  first 

'  On  fiMtiBcr  occaKifidK.  WM  InvA  caHed  attrntian  in 

the  disrrqiancie.s  in  the  accounts  cf  the  nomber  of 
troops  fn^ragC'.l,  the  killed  and  wounded,  etc.,  in  Uje 
various  bnttks  fought  daring  this  MOOnd  mt  wilh 

En:^Ianfl    We  liare  to  repeat  the  fyimc  rcmfiT!:  in  re- 
gard to  the  battle  of  New  ()r!f.m<,  Tvith  llie  adiiitionai 
perplexity,  that  the  statinients  made  bydiHlrcnt  writ- 
ers vary  bv  thou'^inds  ii)<ti';id  of  hini(ln.'vi!!i.    The  num- 
bers given  in  the  text  appear  to  ui>  ati  isearly  correct  as 

*  "The  Campai(7vA  "f  the  Ttrilith  Army  at  lI'wA- 
ington  and  2\ew  Orieans,"  p.  119.    British  wriiers, 
mnnjnwQtiOO,  omdemn  (he  course  of  Pxkenhun  as 
hvin^  "a  scries, — not  of  mistake?,  (f'tr  tint  wnni  im- 
pli«ss  the  possession  of  some  generalship,  however  «lc'- 
foelivc^)— bat  of  faring  proofs  of  the  alMWDOe  of  ererf 
intcHectuiJ  quality  that  enters  irsto  fhe  composition  of 
a  military  leader."  Truly,  hard  measure  for  those  wlio, 
like  tlie  British  genenl,  pound  out  tbeir  life's  blood  in 
the  vnm  effni-t  to  ;:;ain  poFsea^Otl  o(  thfl  wealth  AOd  M- 
fioinncs  of  New  Orleans. 

we  can  get  them;  we  may  mention,  in  conclusion,  bow- 

I  V.  r  f'::-r  the  Anu-i  ican  statcTOcnt  of  the  Iosb  in  the 
ievcroi  e!ii^ai;ciiii.iit.-.,  is,  fifty  tive  killtHl,  one  hundred 
and  dgfaty-Cve  vroundvii,  and  ninety-three  ntbdog; 
making  a  total  of  three  bundr>?i]  and  thirty  three;  the 
troops  engaged  m  the  LatUc  of  tlie  bth  of  January, 
numbered  ibur  thousand  six  htmdred  and  ninely-d^^ 
Aiiu-ricrin  fttiflioritlcs  aho  state,  in  regard  to  the  enemy, 
tliiit  oa  ll\e  Glh  of  Jiinu^ry,  tlicir  forces  amoun1e«l  to 
nine  thousand;  after  that  date,  to  f^tlve  (hous.ind; 
and  that  tliuir  loss  in  killed,  woumk'd,  and  ir.i-Jsing, 
was  over  four  thousand  live  bundreti    Go  Uie  olhtf 
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bert,  upon  whom  the  command  now  de- 
volved, finding  that  it  \ras  impo^iljle 
to  i-estore  the  fortunes  of  the  duy,  ^vitli- 
drew  his  resi  rve  irom  the  reach  of  the 
Americim  artillery,  and  collected  the 
wreck  of  the  routed  army.  He  also 
recalled  Colonel  Thornton  from  the 
other  side  of  the  river,  deeming  it  im^ 
poauble  to  hold  that  poBt,  after  the  cUb- 
aaters  to  which  the  army  had  been  sub- 
jected on  the  plains  of  Clidniette. 

A  flag  of  truce  was  dispatcliPfl  by  the 
Britiiih  commander,  with  pi  i  >|)a?ials  for 
Uie  banal  of  the  dead ;  aud  a  truce  of 
tiro  days  was  arranged  for  that  purpose. 
Despainug  of  enocesB  in  the  object  of 
his  expedition,  Lambert  took  immediate 
meaaures  to  effect  a  retreat  firmn  his  pei^ 
ilous  pofiitkm.  With  great  secrecy,  bat 
kecpinj^  wp  a  men;i"!?H_r  attitude,  mean- 
while, tlie  Biitisli,  duriug  a  mimber  of 
days  folio  wing  the  expiration  of  the 
truce,  sent  their  sick  and  wounded  on 
board  the  yessels,  togetlier  irith  baggage 
and  anunnnition,  snch  as  could  safely 
be  spared.  In,  tiie  dark,  throngh  tA^ 
Bwampe,  amongst  alligators,  and  along 
oanseways,  well  nigh  impassable  liecause 
of  tlic  rain,  tlic  dlslicartened  invaders 
shrank  away  ;  while  tlic  Americans,  on 
their  )>ai  t,  kej  it  tlirowinij  sliot  of  every 
kind,  by  night  and  day,  into  the  tj^uag- 
mire  where  the  enemj  had  sheltered 
himself.  The  whole  of  the  field  artil- 
lery, most  of  tiie  ammnnition,  and  all 


hand,  British  mitms  umat,  fint  Ofoenl  JadcwDtBost 

have  had  at  least  twelve  thoiisand  men  under  liim,  while 
t}icir  dTcctive  fines  was  leas  than  half  HM  number. 
They  also  stati!,  tliat  tfadr  total  IcMi  in  ttiiB  whole  ex 

pciliiion,  wrw  fljur  liuniln.il  killed,  and  less  tlian  sixteen 
hundred  wounded  and  iiut>^ii]|;i  ThoM  dtscnqxiiicics 
•re  probably  inonoodlealilkL 


1sh»  stofeB  of  the  mvadiog  force,  were 

carried  away  on  t]>.eir  retreat;  except 
the  siege  artillery,  wiiich  was  already 
in  part  destroyed,  and  Bome  powder 
barrels  and  piles  of  shot  k  it  m  liie  use- 
leas  batteries.  Only  eighty  d  Hie 
woonded  were  left,  with  an  appeal  to 
the  hoBumity  of  the  foe,  which  appeal, 
it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  was  rdi^ 
ionsly  respected  by  the  vietoxs. 

"WTiilc  these  operations  were  in  pro- 
gress near  New  Orleans,  the  Britisli  fleet 
on  the  coast  was  not  inactive.  It  was 
intended  that  a  squadron  should  enter 
the  Mississippi,  and,  reducing  the  woite 
at  Foarfe  St  Philip,  ascend  the  river,  and 
cfHyperate  in  the  attack  on  the  dly. 
The  bombardment  of  the  fort  com- 
menoed  on  the  11th  of  January,  and 
was  continued  with  more  or  less  activ- 
ity for  eight  daya.  At  the  end  of  this 
time,  the  enemy,  Hading  they  had  made 
no  serious  impiession,  dropped  down 
the  river,  and  put  to  sea.  The  fort  was 
garrisoned  and  bravely  miuntamed  by 
three  hundred  and  siz^-eix  men  nnder 
the  command  of  l^or  Overton. 

When  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  was 
fully  understood,  some  efforts  were  made 
to  annoy  liim  on  the  retreat;  Init  not 
to  any  groat  extent.  The  Britisli  troops, 
ad  Alison  states,  were  safely  re- 
embarked  on  the  27th  of  Jan- 
naiy,  and  soon  after  were  in  some  de- 
gree comibrted  for  their  diaaatm,  by 
the  capture  of  Fort  Bowyer,  near  Mo- 
bile, commanding  one  of  the  moutlis  of 
the  Mississippi,  before  whieli  they  had 
been  so  signally  repulsed,  in  the  preced- 
ing SepteiTil)er,  as  we  liave  related,  but 
w  hich  yielded,  with  itd  gari  I:>ou  of  three 
hundred  and  sixty  men,  and  twenty-two 
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guns,  to  a  combined  attack  of  the  land 
and  eea  forces,  on  the  12tli  of  Februurv. 
General  Winchester  wan  in  connnaml  at 
Mobile  at  the  time,  and  lie  wa.-^  much 
censured  in  conset^uence  of  the  loss  of 
tihis  &rt 

Our  limitB  do  not  admit  of  entering 
into  details  reqieoting  the  intestbe  dif- 
ficulties and  trials  which  followed  Jack- 
son's victory  at  New  Orleans.  His  un- 
yielding enforcement  of  the  martial  law ; 
his  ordering  the  French  subjects  in  tlie 
city  to  rctii'e  into  the  interior;  Lis  ar- 
reating  ]sh'.  Loaallier,  u  member  of  tlie 
legislature,  as  a  spy,  and  iben  Judge 
Hall,  who  yentnzed  to  iasae  a  wiit  of 
habeas  corpw,  on  the  cha^  of  aiding, 
abetting,  and  excitmg  mntiny  in  his 
camp;  his  refusing  to  recognize  the 
peace  till  officially  ])roclaimed;  his  con- 
duct when  suiiinioucd  before  the  court; 
his  being  liueil  ajul  paying  a  iiue  of 
$1,000  ;*  the  popuhtr  excitement  in  con- 
sequence ;  these,  and  the  like,  are  wor- 
thy the  reader^B  examination,  and  will 
afford  him  food  for  profitable  reflection. 
The  local  histories,  and  the  biography 
of  General  Jackson,  will  Ornish  the 
amplest  materials  f  a-  attaining  a  right 
judgment  respecting  the  points  under 
consideration. 

While  these  important  operations 
were  in  progress  at  the  south,  the  close 
of  the  year  1814,  in  New  England,  il- 


In  the  ycAr  1843,  a  movcmont  was  made  in  Qon- 
grcss,  for  refunding  this  flne,  principal  aod  {ntoicst ; 
and  it  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  twentj-f:if;ht  to  twenty 
in  the  Seoete^  aod  a  hundred  and  My-eii^t  to  twenty- 
eight  la  the  Heme.  See  logersoll,  (who  made  the  mo- 
tion in  Iho  House,)  vol.  ii.,  pp.  242-62,  sccoiid  hstIcs  ; 
■ndBentoa't"7A»r(y  Year^  Vim,"roL  iL,  pp.  499- 


lustrated  very  forcibly  the  strength  and 
tenacity  of  the  opposition  which  had 
all  along  been  manifested  to  the  war, 
in  that  section  of  our  country.    A-^  we 
have  stated  severa.!  times  already,  the 
people  of  New  England,  as  a  body, 
looked  with  no  fiivcr  upon  the  war,  aud 
were  not  dispcaed  to  yield  it  any  conn 
tenance  or  support.   They  felt  keenly 
the  burden  imposed  np(n  them  by  the 
rnin  of  their  commerce,  the  di.'jonran- 
ized  currency,  the  d'  -truction  of  their 
resource?,  the  ini  a  l-^  of  the  enemy,  . 
and  the  like ;  and  wiieu  Monroe  jgj^ 
proposed  the  conscription"  sys- 
tem, as  it  was  denonunated,  (p.  263,) 
and  the  British  threatened  to  carry  fire 
and  sword  into  every  town,  and  village, 
and  hamlet,  which  was  accesubla  to 
their  ships  and  boats,  it  need  cause  no 
surprise  that  a  popular  excitement  arose,  | 
and  that  it  was  tlions^ht  necessary  for 
the  New  England  maritime  states  to 
consult  upon  measures  absolutely  called 
for,  as  they  thought,  by  the  perilous 
eniei;gency. 

When  the  legislature  of  Massachu- 
setts assembled  in  the  summered  1814, 
this  subject  cf.me  np  for  discussion  and 
action,  and  it  was  agreed,  that  delegates 
from  tlio  several  states  sliould  be  in- 
vited to  assemble  at  iiartl'onl,  on  the 
15th  day  December  fdlowing,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  state  of  the 
country,  and  to  report  to  the  legi^ 
tores  of  their  resj)ective  states,  such 
measures,  as  in  their  judgment,  might 
lead  to  a  redress  of  crievances.  Con- 
necticut and  Rhode  island  responded 
lieai  tiiy  ti>  this  invitation,  and  by  con- 
sidcraiile  majorities  in  their  legislatures, 
deputed  del^ates  to  meet  those  of 
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MaasachiuettB.  Nev  Hampshiie  and 
Vermont,  hy  local  oonventioiia,  also  sent 

delegates  to  Hartford. 

On  the  day  appointed,  the  members 
assembled  ;  twelve  from  Massachnsetts, 
seven  from  Coimecticut,  four  from 
Rhode  Island,  two  from  !New  Hauip- 
shue,  and  one  from  Vermont^ — tirenty- 
fliac  in  alL  Gkorge  Cabot,  Niatban  Bane, 
Roger  Shaman,  Hairison  Gray  0^ 
and  men  of  the  like  stamp,  were  among 
the  delegates.  Cabot  was  chosen  pres- 
ident, aud  Theodore  Dwicfhfc  secretary. 
For  three  weeks,  with  closed  doors,  the 
convention  was  occupied  iu  its  work ; 
and  the  result  of  their  consultations 
and  labora  we  have  in  the  lengthy  re- 
port, the  reaolntions,  and  the  secret  jour- 
nal of  the  oonyention,  which  have  been 
published  in  a  large  volume,  with  much 
other  matter,  by  Mr.  Dwight,  the  sec- 
retary. The  manifesto  or  report  is  quite 
too  long  to  lie  quutt'd  on  our  jjasres:  the 
reader  wlio  wishes  to  see  in  full  what 
were  the  grievances  complained  of,  the 
motives  and  reiooiis  for  the  reaolations 
which  were  passed,  and  the  amendments 
which  were  proposed  to  be  made  to  the 
Federal  Gonstitnlion,  must  consult  the 
documents  just  named. 

In  substance,  we  may  mention,  the 
amendments  proposed^  were  such  m 
those:  the  withdrawal  of  the  right  to 
reckon  slaves,  in  any  ratio,  amongst 
the  population  in  the  apportionment  of 
Representatives;  the  restriction  of  the 
eonstitational  power  of  Congress  to  ad- 
mit new  states  into  the  Union  • 
the  limitation  of  the  power  ot 
Congress  in  relation  to  embargo,  and 
the  restriction  of  onnmierce ;  the  re- 
striction of  the  power  of  Congress  to 


maks  war ;  the  ezcln»mi  of  foreigners, 
hereafter  arriving  in  the  United  States, 
from  the  <Mipaeily  of  holding  office  nn-  | 
der  tlic  goveT-nnient;  and  lastly,  the 
limitatiou  of  the  presidency  to  a  single 
constitutional  term,  and  the  forbidding 
the  election  of  president  from  the  same 
state  two  terms  in  succcssiou. 

Having  made  provision  for  smnmoiH 
iog  another  convention  at  Boston,  if 
necessary,  the  present  assemblage  ad- 
joomed,  sine  die,  on  the  5th  of  Janu- 
ary. Its  resolutions,  after  being  dis- 
cus.sed  hy  the  legislatures  of  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island, 
formed  the  subject  of  communicatioDS 
to  Congress,  by  conimlssiotters,  from  the 
two  fiislHiBmed  states.  But  b^re  these 
oomnussioners  eonld  aceompltih  thdr 
purpose,  tidings  of  the  victory  at  New 
Orleans,  and  of  the  pCace  concluded  at 
Ghent,  ere  that  crowning  triumph  had 
been  achieved,  together  with  the  unfa- 
vorable rece])tion  of  them  at  every  jilace 
out  of  !N^ew  Kugland,  discouraged  any 
attempt  to  carry  ont  the  objects  of  the 
convention  to  the  letter ;  and,  as  it  ap- 
pears, they  returned  home,  to  bear  the 
stigma  of  having  undertalcen  to  acoom' 
plish  ends  which  no  patriot  and  title 
American  can  ever  sanction. 

Into  the  question  of  the  measure  of 
censure  justly  resting  upon  the  Hart- 
ford couventionists,  it  is  not  material 
or  necessary  to  enter.  Whether  they 
were  traitors,  and  deserved  the  pnnish* 
ment  of  traitors,  or  whethw  they  were 
high  souled  and  pure  patriots,  conseltr 
ing  only  for  the  gcnxl  and  prosperity 
of  the  Union,  we  need  not  discuss. 
Both  views  have  their  advocates,  and 
the  student  of  history,  having  weighed 
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earefnlly  all  the  evidence  which  exists 
respecting^  thp?r  plans,  purpo^r?!,  and 
views,  as  well  ;ls  tlu-ir  acts,  will  Le  able 
to  judge  for  himself  of  the  raiik  which 
this  convention  ought  to  hold  in  the  es- 
timation of  every  citioea  of  our  glorious 
Union.* 

The  British  government  having  ap- 
jiointed  Lord  Gambler,  Henry  Gold- 
burn  and  William  Adam?,  commission- 
era  to  negotiate  a  peace  with  the  I  "nitfd 
States,  they  j)rocecded  to  Ghent,  early 
in  August,  and  entered  at  once  into  the 

subject  in  hand,  with  Messrs. 

Adams,  Clay,  Bayard,  Gallatin, 
andBosselL  (See  pp.  335, 260.)  The 
prooeedingB  were,  as  is  commonly  the 
case,  and  especiaUy  in  circamstancus  like 
those  under  which  these  commissioners 
met,  to  (lions  enouirh.  ^fore  than  once, 
the  negotiatioo  seemed  uix>a  the  very 
verge  of  being  broken  oft".  The  de- 
mauds  put  forwai'd  by  the  British  com- 
mifeioners  were  undoubtedly  nnreason* 
able  and  exorbitant,  whilst  the  resists 
anoe  offered  to  them  by  the  Americans 
not  nnnaturaUy  appeared  to  the  others 
somewhat  pre'^nmptuous  and  vexatious. 
At  every  diiri  renee  which  arose  be- 
tween them,  tile  British  commLssionei-s 
were  able  to  con^^ult  their  government 
without  delay,  and  to  act  upon  instruc- 
tionsadaptedalmost  to  the  daily  changes 
in  the  a^Msct  of  affiiirs ;  but  the  Amer- 


*  For  Mr.  IngcrsolTs  sharp  and  condemnatoij  ac- 
eooDt  of  (be  "Hartford  Goimodoii,"  the  measures 

taken  hy  the  pnTrmmcnt  in  scntiln^  CnloncI  Jcssup  to 
that  city,  to  watcli  and  report  upon  its  moremcQta,  the 
odim  mUdk  fras  out  apnn  Am  eopwaitfap  hyJiim 

Quincy  Adams,  etc.,  sec  ^"JTis^ory  r^f  the  Stf^irnl  Wiir" 
ToL  ii^  pp.  21C-48.  Sec  also  Holmes's  *'AnnaU,"  voL 
ft,  pp.  4S7-«a 
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icans,  by  reason  of  their  remoteness 
from  home,  were  under  the  necessity 
of  decid'mg  u])on  tlie  spot,  and  on  their 
own  responsibility,  all  the  questions 
which  arose.  Notwithstanding  tiiis 
great  disadvantage,  however,  the  credit 
of  the  United  States  was  not  diminish- 
ed by  the  conduct  of  their  envoys  at 
Ghent ;  and  we  owe  it  to  Mr.  Clay  and 
his  aide  coadjutors,  that  the  ncgotiar 
tious  flu  ally  reached  the  result  which 
was  attained.  | 

After  long  delays  and  protracted  dis-  i 
cussiona,  concessions  having  been  made  | 
on  both  sidflB,  and  the  subject  of  im- 
pressment having  been  dropped,  the 
treaty  was  concluded  on  the 
24th  of  December,  and  imme- 
diately transmitted  to  Tvondon  and 
WjVihiiiL^tou.    It  was  duly  ratified  and 
confirmed  on  the  iTth  of  Feliruary, 
IS  15,  and  the  next  duy  was  publicly 
proclaimed  by  the  aathority  of  the 
president. 

In  the  uncertunty  which  existed  re- 
specting the  final  result  of  the  negotia- 
tions at  Clrent,  Congress  (p.  261,)  did 
not  dare  to  relax  its  active  exertions  in 
providing  for  the  j)rosecution  of  the 
war.  Mr.  Dallas,  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury, presented  with  the  new  year,  1815, 
a  gad  picture  of  the  financial  distre^ 
of  the  Union,  and  proposed  new  taxes 
to  supply  the  increasing  deficit  of  ways 
and  means,  which  made  the  payment 
of  so  much  a<4  the  interest  of  the  loans 
impossible.  A  new  flood  of  trea^'TiT'y 
notes  was  to  be  emitted  on  the  country, 
already  inundated  with  that  dejireclated 
paper.  Yet,  the  national  legL^l.tture  did  ' 
not  shrink  from  the  mcMures  whii^ 
seemed  to  be  requisite.    Acts  wwe 
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posB^  fbr  iiUuig  the  faob  of  ihe  may; 
avtJioriang  tlie  prerident  to  accept  the 
seryioes  of  Tolnnteen,  not  ezoeeding 

forty  thousand  men;  creating  a  navy 
board  of  three  post-captains ;  authoriz- 
ing the  purchase  of  twenty  vessels  from 
eight  to  sixteen  gans;  prohibiting  inter- 
coui'se  with  the  enemy,  under  the  pen- 
alty of  fine  and  impriacnment }  and  the 
]]ke.  Happily,  however,  oar  oonntry 
was  spared  the  necessity  of  continuing 
die  contest  with  Ikigland,  and  the  war 
measures  were  xiot  called  into  active 
operation. 

Late  on  Saturday  evening,  February 
11th,  the  British  sloop  of  war  Favorite, 
under  a  flag  of  truce,  arrived  at  New 
York,  and  was  the  bearer  of 
the  treaty  of  peace.  The  whole 
city  was  soon  in  a  state  of  joyous  ex- 
citement, and  the  following  Lord's  Day 
gave  fitting  opportunity  to  thousands 
of  pious  hearts  to  offer  their  devout 
thanksgivings  to  the  Prince  of  Peace 
for  the  happy  return  of  that  inestimable 
blessing.  Every  where  the  gladsome 
words  of  congratulation  were  offered 
one  to  another;  illmninafionB  lightoned 
up  the  dark  hours  of  the  night;  ez- 
preeses  rode  with  unabated  speed  in 
every  direction;  Peace!  Peace!  was 
the  exulting  cry;  and  the  streaming 
banners  floated  on  the  breeze,  the  can- 
non roared,  and  the  mirtliful  song  was 
poured  forth,  to  tesstify  the  universal 
joy  which  filled  the  hearts  of  all  men, 
to  know  that  the  war  was  now  at  an 
end. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  the  presi 

dent  commnnicntc  J  copies  of  the  treaty 
to  Congress,  with  a  message,  in  which 
he  congratulated  the  members,  and 
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their,  eonstitaenta,  upon  the  event^  ter- 
minating  as  it  did  "  a  campaign  signal- 
ized hj  the  most  brilliant  successes." 
The  peace,  as  he  said,  was  "  peculiarly 
welcome"  just  then.  lie  recommended 
the  bestowal  of  '  testimonials  of  appro- 
bation and  applause"  upon  "  the  gallant 
men,  whose  achievements,  in  every  de- 
partment of  the  militaiyaervic^  en  the 
land  and  on  the  water,  had  so  ess^ 
tially  conttibnted  to  the  honor  of  the 
American  name,  and  to  the  restoration 
of  peace."  A  gradual  return  to  a  peace 
establishment  was  deemed  by  the  pres- 
ident most  advisable,  and  it  was  sng- 
g«?ted,  that  the  wwdom  of  Congress 
should  "provide  for  the  maintenance 
of  an  adequate  regular  force ;  for  the 
gradnal  advancement  of  the  naval  es- 
tablishment; fop  improving  all  the 
means  of  harbor  defence ;  for  adding 
discipline  to  the  distinguished  bravery 
of  til e  militia;  and  for  cultivating^  the 
military  art,  in  its  essential  branches, 
under  the  liberal  patronage  of  govern- 
ment." Cvommerce  and  navigation  were 
also  recommended  to  tiie  care 
of  Congress;  and  the  mann&O' 
tores  which  had  sprung  into  esdstonce, 
and  had  become  so  greatly  matured, 
during  the  war,  as  a  source  of  national 
independence  and  wealth,  were  placed 
under  tlieir  prompt  and  constant  guar- 
dianshij).  Having  spoken  in  high  terms 
of  the  measures  which  had  been  adopted 
for  seeming  the  pnbUc  credit,  the  pres- 
ident exhorted  them  to  use  their  best 
exertions  to  consolidate  not  only  the 
peace  with  Great  Britain,  but  also  the 
harmony  of  the  country;  "and  whilo 
we  accord  in  grateful  acknowled^ 
mentSi"  he  said,  in  conclusion,  "for  the 


ma. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  END  OF  THE  WAR 


protection  which  Providence  has  be- 
Btowed  upon  us,  let  ns  never  cease  to 
inculcate  obedience  to  tlie  law?,  and 
fidelity  to  the  Union,  as  constituting 
the  palladiam  of  the  national  indepen- 
denoe  and  prosperity." 

CoiigrosB,  in  accordance  with  the  pres- 
ident^ Tecommendatioiis,  entered  seal- 
onsly  upon  the  work  before  them.  Less 
than  two  weeks  of  the  session  remain- 
ed, and  the  members  felt  that  no  time 
was  to  be  lost.  Various  acts  relating 
to  a  state  of  war  were  repealed.  A 
loan  of  $18,500,000  was  authorized,  for 
the  purpose  of  xetuiiig  tbe  ontstand- 
ing  and  depreciated  treaanry  paper; 
and  |2fi»000»000  of  cotea,  part  of  wiask 
were  to  be  for  sums  under  a  hundred 
doUars,  and  not  to  bear  interest, — ^the 
rest  for  larger  amounts  in  the  old  fash- 
ion; and  botli  kinds  raight  be  paid  for 
taxes,  etc.,  or  funded  at  the  option  of 
the  holder,  those  without  interest  at 
tewm  per  oent|  and  the  othora  at  mx. 

Besides  tiiese  matteiSi  the  army  and 
navy  had  to  be  rednoed  to  a  peace  foot- 
ing. And  upon  this,  as  waa  natnndly 
to  be  expected,  some  discrepancy  of 
opinion  was  expressed,  the  military 
committee  of  the  House  recommending 
ten  thousand  men,  as  the  total  of  the 
regular  army  in  peace,  which  the  House 
itself  deored  to  reduce  to  idz;  the  Sen- 
ate^ on  tlie  other  hand,  reoommendrng 
fifteen  Ihonaand;  and  the  president  be- 


ing in  favoT  of  twenty  thousand.  A 

compromise  was  effected,  and  ten  thou- 
sand was  the  number  finally  agreed 
upon. 

Provision  was  made  for  the  progres- 
siTS  mcraase  of  the  naval  linioe,  and  a 
board  for  the  conduct  ana  control  of 
the  maritime  defences  of  tiie  Union, 
under  the  piesidency  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  was  created.  The  Alger- 
ine  cruisers,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
lessons  of  former  years,  having  renewed 
their  piratical  attacks  uj)on  our  com- 
merce, and  made  slaves  of  a  number  of 
dtiienSi  war  was  dedared  against  tiie 
dey  of  AJ^ers,  and  the  pteddeat  was 
antlLorized  to  send  a  squadron 
into  the  Mediterranean  to  chas-  ***** 
tise  afrcsli  these  freebooters  on  the  sea. 
The  president  having  been  requested 
to  reconmiend  a  day  of  thanb^giving 
for  the  return  of  peace,  with  its  mani- 
fold blessings,  on  the  3d  of  March, 
Congress  brought  its  session  to  a  dose. 

At  this  pointy  we  bring  onr  narratiTe 
of  the  second  war  with  Aigland  to  an 
end ;  and  we  conclude  this  fifth  book 
of  our  history  with  the  greats  aatu- 
faction,  inasmuch  as  the  remaining  por- 
tion  of  our  work  will  be  devoted  to  the 
telling  of  the  triumphs  of  peace,  and  the 
progress  of  national  prosperity,  and  of 
the  increased  and  ioereasing  blessings 
which  it  has  pleased  God  so  fireely  to 
bestow  opon  our  beloved  conntrf. 
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Peace,  wliicli  had  come  unexpect- 
edly, bat  with  nDrrexMl  weloome,  was 
not  wltLoat  its  trials  as  well  as  its 
blesnngs.  Its  eflfect  npon  the  difiarent 
clasBeB  of  die  ooauBiuiltjr  was  very  great 
and  very  various.  On  some  it  brought 
speedy  min,  while  it  raised  others  at 
once  from  gloomy  forebodings  to  wealth 
and  importance.  Foreign  commodities, 


during  the  last  year  of  the  war,  were 
scaiTce  aaid  dear;  and  tiie  great 
staples,  cotton,  tobaooo^  and  tho 
principal  agricultural  products  were  re- 
duced in  price  almost  to  the  lewest 
point.  Domestic  mannfactures  had 
flourished  quite  largely,  and  much  cap- 
ital had  been  invested  in  them;  but, 
with  the  retain  of  peace,  it  became  evi 
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dent,  that  American  workshops  could 
not  compete  with  those  of  England, 
uuless  some  protection  was  afforded  to 
home  manufactur(».  The  questions 
wliicli  arose  in  oonnection  iritb  this 
topic  occupied  a  laige  ahare  of  the  at- 
tention of  Congr^  and  tiie  people, 
and  the  best  talent  of  the  country  was 
devoted  to  the  discussion  of  the  subject 
of  protection,  and  the  principles  on 
which  trade  between  various  nations  is 
to  be  conducted,  in  order  best  to  at- 
tain the  advantage  of  each  and  all  of 
them*  Witii  that  TeiaatiHty  which 
marks  the  American  character,  the  mo* 
ment  the  way  was  open,  men  at  once 
gave  their  energies  to  that  which  prom- 
ised to  be  the  most  profitable.  Com- 
merce sprang  into  active  life,  and  the 
ocean  soon  became  white  with  the  can- 
vas of  our  merchant  ships.  Cotton  rose 
from  ten  to  more  than  twenty  cents  the 
pouid.  Tobftcco,  which  had  no  sale 
at  more  than  two  or  three  doUore  the 
hundred  weighty  now  hronght  fifteen, 
twenty,  and  even  twen1y*five  dollars  a 
hundred.  Land  increased  proportion- 
ably  in  value,  and  labor  was  immediate- 
ly ill  demand  at  hii^h  prices.  Wealth 
began  to  flow  in ;  habits  of  indulgence 
in  conveniences  and  luxuries  began  to 
be  formed;  and  gold,  and  ulk,  and 
wines,  took  the  place,  in  part,  of  eilTer, 
and  cotton,  and  common  spirits;  houses 
were  better  furnished;  means  of  per- 
BOiial  and  social  enjoyment  were  con- 
Bi'lcrribly  incrca.se d ;  a  desire  for  the 
ad  .  :irn  ement  of  architectural  and  kiii- 
drLil  improvements  began  to  be  dif- 
fused ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  a 
depredated  currency  of  irredeemable 
bflfflk  paper,  the  condition  of  our  coontiy 
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was  hopeful,  promising,  and  full  of 
courageous  animation.  We  shaU  see, 
as  we  advance,  how  the  rraults  of  the 
future  sustained  the  hopes  and  aspira- 
tions of  our  countrymen  forty  years 
ago. 

In  oonneetioa  with  the  treaty  of 

peace,  we  may  mention  here,  that 

Messrs.  Gallatin,  Clay,  aaid  Ad-    ^   I 

IvlSw 

ams,  after  a  short  delay,  pro- 
ceeded to  London,  where  they  at  once 
entered  upon  the  arrangement  of  a  | 
oonucnercial  convention,  which  had  been  j 
proposed,  as  a  supplement  to  the  peace ;  > 
and  that  without  adopting  "Mr.  JeflGnv 
son's  advice,  to  insist  first  upon  the  le*  | 
linquishment  of  the  daim  to  impresB 
American  seamen.  The  commisEdoners 
did,  however,  attempt  to  introduce 
"  neutral  rights"  into  this  new  negotia- 
tion; but  as  the  British  government 
refused  to  treat  with  them  upon  that 
basis,  the  commercial  rektions  of  tiie 
two  countries  alone  were  dealt  with. 
After  a  tedious  and  not  altogetlier 
pleasant  or  satia&ctoiy  dncwHon,  a 
convention  for  four  years  wrw  signed 
on  the  3d  of  July,    in  substance,  this 
convention  amounted  to  the  placing 
of  the  direct  trade  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  upon  a  strict- 
ly reciprocal  basis.  But  the  teade  with 
Ihe  British  possessions  in  the  East  In- 
dies, was  to  be  carried  on  in  American  , 
ships,  directly,  only  with  the  United  ! 
States;  and  the  traflBc  between  the 
United  States  and  the  British  posses- 
sions beyond  the  Atlantic,  was  not  to 
be  affected  by  the  reciprocity  article ; 
*^bnt,"  as  the  ccmroitkn  said,  "each 
party  was  to.  remain  in  complete  pcs^ 
session  of  its  i^hts  with  respect  to  such 
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in  interoburse," — ^the  meamng  of  whicli 
waSf  that  the  United  States  was  not  to 
be  admitted  to  tlus  l)r;mcli  of  trade  at 
all.  At  the  close  of  the  year,  the  con- 
vention was  ratified  by  the  president. 

The  "l>urtmoor  massacre,"  occur- 
ring, as  it  did,  while  the  negotiatioiiB 
just  spokai  of  irere  in  progress,  may 
propedy  l>e  noticed  in  this  plaoe.  It 
will  be  rememberedi  tliat  many  hun- 
dreds of  American  seamen  had  been 
impressed  on  board  Briti-^li  vessels,  in 
former  years;  when  the  war  broke  out, 
the  larger  part  of  these  positively  re- 
fused to  serve  agamst  their  country- 
men. The  xesidt  wasi  ihst  the  Brituih 
go  veimnflut  put  ihem  in  prison  in  grert 
nnmben.  The  Dartmoor  prison,  some 
seyonteen  miles  inland  j&om  Ports- 
month,  was  selected;  and  in  that 
gloomy  place  of  confinement,  gnbject- 
ed  to  hardships  and  trials  not  easy 
to  describe  adequately  in  words,  these 
brave  sons  of  America  dragged  out  the 
weaxj  days  and  nights,  sustained  only 
hy  the  hope  that  the  period  was  not 
fiur  distant)  when  thdr  conntry  victo- 
rious wonld  demand  their  release.  It 
requires  no  effort  of  the  imagination  to 
conceive,  that  the  state  of  feeling  be- 
tween the  prisoners  and  their  keepers 
was  as  bad  as  it  could  well  be,  and 
that  it  iucreased  in  acerbity  with  the 
progress  of  time  and  events.  "Whoi 
it  became  hnown  to  the  imprisoned 
Americans,  that  a  treaty  of  peace  had 
been  concluded,  and  they  saw  and  felt 
that  they  were  not  inmiediately  set 
fjv'p,  the  greatest  excitement  prevailed 
amongst  them.  Uneagy,  restless,  an- 
gered, they  were  in  a  condition  ready 
for  outbreak  and  manifestations  of  feel- 
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ing  and  sentiments  not  likely  to  piove 
agreeable  or  even  tdlacaiUe  to  the  men 

placed  as  guards  over  them.  Moro 
than  five  thoui?and  men  were  shut  up 
in  this  prison,  and,  sufferinir  many  of 
them  fi'om  the  small-pox,  and  oil  of 
them  fiom  ihe  enul  insolenoe  of  tiieir 
keepers^  colliooofl  began  to  oocnr,  and 
bloodshed  eonld  not  be  mtlooked  for. 
The  prisoners  became  exseper- 
ated  at  the  delays  in  their  be-  ***** 
ing  released ;  violent  language  was  free- 
ly indulged  in ;  and  they  declared  with 
oaths  that  they  wo\ild  make  their  e»- 
cape  by  violence  ere  long.  On  the 
4t^  of  April  they  received  no  bread, 
which  led  them  the  next  day  to  break 
into  the  depot  for  proviriofui^  desfuite 
the  effiirts  of  the  guards.  On  tlie  6  th, 
the  commander  of  the  guards,  induced 
by  what  he  thought  to  need  the  sum- 
mary course  he  adopted,  in  order  to 
subdue  the  exasperated  and  excited 
prisoners,  gave  orders  to  the  soldiers 
to  fire  npon  ihem.  Again  and  agam 
was  ihb  dim^  and  aevmi  were  lolled 
and  sixty  womided  in  tiiis  fbarfol  £g^ 
slaoght  on  a  crowd  of  unarmed  men. 

Messrs.  Clay  and  Gallatin,  at  that 
time  in  London,  enrr ;^^''''l  in  nec^otiating 
the  commercial  convention,  inuuoiiiate- 
ly  put  themselves  in  communication 
with  Lord  Castlereagh  on  this  subject 
Jfir.  Ohaiiea  King  on  the  part  of  the 
American,  and  Mr.  Laipent  on  the 
part  of  the  British  goveimnent^  were 
appointed  conmiissioners  to  examine 
into  the  whole  matter ;  and  a  complete, 
if  not  a  very  satisfactory,  investigation 
of  this  sad  atfair  took  place.  And 
finally,  the  Pjince  Kegent  communi- 
cated to  Mr.  Honroe  hk  disapproba 
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tion  of  tlie  conduct  <^  tlie  Boldiefa,  and 
his  desire  to  make  a  compensation  to 
the  Tridow3  aud  families  of  the  suf- 
ferers ;  which  proposition  liic  presi- 
dent declined  to  accept.  This  was  the 
"Dartmoor  massacre,"  and,  though  it 
waa  not  easy  to  forgive  the  outrage,  we 
are  glad  to  my  that  it  led  to  no  mp- 
toie  of  peacefcd  relations  betireen  our 
country  and  Eoj^d. 

"While  the  people  of  the  Uuited 
States  were  rejoicing  at  the  return  of 
peace,  with  \U  manifold  blffi^singa,  their 
attention  wad  turned  to  the  necessity 
of  warlike  measures  m  <Mrder  to  protect 
iihwe  rights  in  the  JUedxtenranean,  (p. 
290.)  A  wofd  or  two  of  oj^lanation 
will  make  it  clear,  how  it  happened 
that  the  dey  of  Algiers,  despite  the 
knowledge  of  American  prowess,  ven- 
tuied  to  take  measures  which  demaudc^ 
ed  Bummary  i-etribution. 

During  the  administration  of  Wash- 
uigton,  in  1795,  a  treaty  had  heen  con- 
eluded  with  Algiers,  (see  vol.  ii.,  p. 
d68,)  and  the  United  States  had  agreed 
to  pay  to  the  dey,  as  tribute  far  the 
privilege  of  not  heing  molested  in  the 
Mc<3iterranoan,  which  he  and  hw  fel- 
low marauders  on  the  Atrtcriii  coaat 
had  the  insolence  to  claim  ;  s  !)clong- 
ing  to  them,  the  value,  in  maritime 
stores,  of  |21,600  annually.  Year  by 
year,  this  tribute  had  been  paid  to  Ihe 
entire  content  of  the  d^;  but  in  July, 
1812,  he  was  induced,  not  unprobably 
by  some  outside  preasnre  or  ii^ojuioe,* 


•  III  Cooper's  "ydcal  JTutari/,^  (toL  uL,  p.  8,) 
tiben  arc  nosotis  given  for  tho  bellci)  Ui&t  British 
•gents  in  Algiers  had  led  tho  dcj  to  (ho  conviction, 
4iat  tho  United  States  would  be  unahlo  to  maintain 
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to  act  in  a  very  diflterent  manner.  When 
the  Alleghany  anived,  loaded  with  the  , 
usual  stores,  the  dey  took  upon  him  j 
to  coni])kin  of  tho  quantity,  quality,  I 
and  worth  of  the  goods  sent  to  him ;  [ 
and  in  a  paseion,  real  or  pretended,  de- 
clared, that  he  would  not  reosLve  then.   !  I 
He  also  ovdoed  the  veaael  irhioih  had 
brought  the  stores  to  quit  the  port  im- 
mediately, and  the  American  consul 
with  her,  in  spite  of  every  attempt 
made  by  that  officer  to  explain  matters. 
A  new  demand  was  also  made,  whielt 
shows  the  dey  to  be  an  adept  in  the 
kind  of  conning  that  enabled  him.  to 
tyianniae  over  his  own  subjects  with 
effect  The  year  of  the  Mohammedans, 
as  our  readefs  know,  consists  of  three 
hundred  and  Mby4cmr  days  only,  and 
therefore  there  wonl'l  ho  n  greater  num- 
ber of  their  years,  in  any  given  period, 
than  of  years  computed  in  the  usual 
manner.    This  peremptory  Algerine 
had  the  assurance  to  insist,  that  the 
yeazB  contem{dated  in  the  agreement 
to  send  an  annua]  tribute,  were  Mo*  • 
hammedan,  not  Christian,  years;  and  ! 
that  there  were,  in.  ccmsequence,  arrears  | 
of  half  a  year's  payments  duo  to  liiru,  1 
amounting  in  value  to  $2  (,000.    The  ) 
consul,  Mr.  Lear,  waa  told,  that  unless  i 
he  paid  this  immediately,  he  should  be 
sent  in  chasns  to  tiie  galleys,  the  vessel 
and  the  stoies  in  her  should  be  oonfis* 
catod,  eveiy  American  in  AJIpm  con^ 
demned  to  slavery,  and  war  dedared. 
against  the  United  States. 


tlicmselves  against  the  overwhelming  imral  jjower  of 
England,  and  tkeccc,  that  be  might  venture  with  im- 
punity, npon  acts  of  outrage  and  ojn  reRsion.  Sec^  alsil^ 
Madcenzic's  "Life  qf  Decatur,"  pp.  20O-S8. 
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Knding  that  by  no  other  means  than 
compliance  with  this  outrageous  order 
he  could  avert  the  threatened  penalties, 
the  consul  was  compelled  to  get  the 
money  by  borrowing  it  of  a  Jew,  and 
by  pa}4ng  for  the  iiae  of  it^  for  thirty 
dayii,  $6|760.  Bitt  so  aoosi  as  this  was 
done,  and  ship,  cargo,  sad  consul  were 
gone,  the  dey  commenced  a  piratical 
warfare  against  American  vessels,  and 
captured  aU  that  he  could.  ^^Ir,  Madi- 
son, whose  hands  were  filled  with 
greater  troubles,  attempted,  by  couii- 
dential  and  fidendly  negotiation,  to  ran- 
som the  prisoneis  thus  made;  but  the 
Umm  demanded  hj  the  iiisd«it  barbsr 
nan  were  so  prepcBterons^  that  nothing 
conld  be  done;  and  the  war  with  Great 
Britain  following  immediately,  the  pris- 
onoi's  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of 
waiting  tiie  return  of  peace,  before  they 
could  hope  to  be  rescued. 

When  that  important  event  occurred, 
ihe  president  lost  no  tame  in  giving  at- 
tention to  this  Bobject  He  fi^jsd  out 
the  most  elfeetiTe  sqnadron  that 
could  be  got  together,  and  put 
Bainbridge  in  command.  The  Guer- 
riere,  Constellation,  and  Macedonian, 
all  famed  in  combats  on  the  sea,  with 
tiix  -nialler  ships  of  war,  were  dispatched 
on  the  20th  of  May,  to  the  Mediterra- 
nean, in  advance,  imder  Commodore 
Deoator.  In  HtOe  more  ihan  three 
wMiks  his  sqnadron  was  at  Gibraltar, 
and  there  received  intelligence  which 
mduced  him  to  proceed  at  onoe  against 
the  enemy. 

On  the  17th  of  June,  he  fell  in  with 
the  Massouda,  forty-«ix,  commauded  by 
liais  Ilammida,  once  a  Berber  chiei^ 
now  a  fianons  corsair  captain,  and  ad- 


miral  of  the  dey's  fleet.  A  running 
fight  of  twenty-five  minutes  ensued, 
and  at  tlie  end  of  it  the  Alrrerine 
struck  to  the  Guerriore.  Haiuinida 
was  cut  in  two  by  a  ch^n^hot,  at  the 
first  hioaddde;  and  at  the  second,  the 
pirates,  not  relishing  smih  sharp  shot, 
left  their  quarters  and  ran  below,  in 
fact,  abandoning  the  ship  to  her  &te. 
Dispatching  his  prize  to  Carthagena, 
Pecatur  continued  his  search,  and  two 
days  afterwards  came  up  with  a  brig 
of  twenty-two  guns,  which,  after  a 
chase  of  three  hours,  ran  into  shoal 
•wakee  off  the  Spanish  coast,  and  wss 
there  attaeked  and  captnred  by  the 
Epervier  and  other  small  vessels. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  the  squadron 
proceeded  to  Algiers,  both  to  intercept 
the  rest  of  the  dey's  fleet,  and  to  open 
communications  with  him  as  soon  as 
possible.  Taking  a  position  out  of 
reach  <^  thdr  guns,  Decatur,  by  a  sig- 
nal, invited  the  Swedish  consol  on 
board.  'With  him  came  ihe  captsin 
of  the  port,  and  the  terms  proposed, 
as  the  basis  of  a  treaty,  w^  the  ab- 
solute and  unqualified  relinquishment 
of  all  claims  to  tribute  from  the  United 
States.  The  Algerine  rejected  this  pro- 
posal quite  scornfully,  until  he  was  as- 
sured of  the  desferttdion  of  the  two 
ships,  and  the  deatli  of  the  admiisL 
When  lie  foond,  to  hk  amasement^  that 
Decator  was  in  a  condition  to  enforce 
whatever  terms  he  pleased,  after  offer- 
ing fruitless  objections  to  some  of  the 
articles  in  the  draft  produced,  the  ne« 
gotiation  was  closed.  All  the  American 
captives  were  released,  and  the  treaty 
was  ezeonted  in  three  horns  afterwards, 
to  Hie  BatSafafltinn  of  the  dey,  as  it 


Digitized  by  Google 


£08  I 

proved,  for  another  of  tlie  AJgerine 
vessels  liove  in  sight  during  the  inter- 
val, and  a  single  hour's  delay  would 
liave  been  repaid  hj  iin  capture. 
"  Tribute  renounced  for  ever,"  says  lu- 
gersoll,  "priaonera  «aaaiicipated,  com- 
pensBtixni  fbr  wliatever  loBses  w«re 
Btttted,  togother  with  BtipnktioiiB  for 
humanities  of  internfttional  law,  were 
the  terms  of  this  treaty,  which  swred 
115  a  model  to  similar  conditions,  soon 
afterwards  submitted  to,  imredstingly, 
by  Tunis  and  Tripoli.** 

Decatur,  with  considerate  policy,  re- 
stored to  the  day  the  two  csptored 
vessels,  and,  before  procee^Ug  fnither, 
detenniaed  to  du^teh  one  of  the 
smaller  ships  to  the  United  States  with 
the  news  of  his  success.  The  Epervier 
was  selectC'd,  ixiui  slio  departed,  but  was 
never  seen  or  heard  of,  after  passing 
Gibraltar  on  the  12tli  of  July.  Early 
this  month,  Decatur  left  -tVlgiers,  and 
<Hi  tiie  25tii,  uiiTed  vitih  laa 
squadron  in  the  Bay  of  Tads. 
Having  leamed  that  two  Ameiican 
prizes^  dming  the  late  war,  had  b'een 
taken  out  of  that  port,  and  carried  off 
by  a  British  cruiser,  in  despite  of  neu- 
tral rights  and  treaty  stipulations,  and 
that  other  iujuries  to  the  ITnited  States 
had  been  allowed,  Decatur  deuumdcd 
and  pgroenied  instant  satisfiieticHi  for  the 
insnltSi  and  foil  restoration  of  &e  prop- 
erty. On  ihe  5th  of  Angnst^  Decator 
arrived  at  Tripoli,  the  pacha  of  which 
had  permitted  two  American  vessels  to 
be  taken  under  the  guns  of  his  castle, 
and  had  refused  protection  to  an  Ameri- 
can cruiser  within  his  jurisdiction.  For 
these  wrongs,  in  like  manner,  fuH  com- 
pensation was  demanded  and  given,  and 


the  chivalrous  Decatur  had  the  addi- 
tional satisfaction  at  both  these  places, 
of  bcinr,'  a])le  to  effect  the  liberation  of 
Neapolitan  and  Danish  subjects  doomed 
to  hopeleiB  servitude. 

Commodore  Bainbridge,  in  the  bide- 
pendence,  seventy-four,  and  with  other 
ships,  arrived  not  long  after  Decatui^ 
prompt  and  decisive  measores  had  talnn 
effect ;  and  finding  that  every  thing  re- 
quired by  the  honor  and  the  interest 
of  tlic  United  States  had  been  accoill- 
plished,  he  left  part  of  hL  force  to  win- 
ter in  the  Alediterranean,  and  in  Octo- 
ber, returned  home,  where  he  found 
Decatur,  who  had  arriyed  at  New  YcA 
on  the  ISth  of  November. 

The  first  session  of  the  fourteenth 
Congress  was  begun  at  Washington,  on 
the  4t}i  of  December.  The  federalists 
had  gained  strenj^th  in  the  Senate,  but 
the  administration  party  was  active  and 
eliicieut  in  carrying  forward  the  plans 
and  purposes  of  Mr.  Madison  and  his 
supporters.  In  the  Honse^  tiie  demo- 
cratic majority  was  a  little  increased, 
and  amounted  to  fifty-two  over  the  fed- 
eralists; but  the  absence  of  any  induce 
ment  to  oro^anize  an  opposition,  owing 
to  the  return  of  pf  was  of  greater 
advantage  than  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  party.  Gaillard  was  once  more 
elected  president  of  the  Senate,  pro 
tempore  f  and  Henry  Olay,  by  eighty- 
seven  votes  against  fhirty-two^  divided 
amongst  four  candidates,  was  placed, 
for  the  third  tim^  in  the  speaker's 
chair. 

The  president's  message  spoke  fn-st  of 
the  war  which  had  broken  out  anew 
with  the  Algerines;  of  the  treaty  of 
Ghent  and  the  convention  on  the  sub- 
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Ject  of  ctmunerce  which  appropfifttdy 
followed  it;  and  of  the  wars  and  trea- 
ties with  the  Indians.  It  next 
requested  *4e^lative  aid"  in 
"the  execution  of  the  net  for  fixing 
the  military  peace  establishment;'  and 
tiience  passed  to  tbe  satia&otoiy  "re- 
Tival  of  the  public  credit;"  although, 
it  mnat  be  confeesedi  the  dnflndal 
statonent  was  sdBeieQllj  diskearten- 
ing. 

During  the  first  nine  months  of  the 
current  year,  $12,500,000  were  received 
at  the  treasury  from  all  branches  of  the 
revenue ;  1^14,000,000  of  treasoiy  notes 
were  isened;  and  » loan  of  $9,000,000 
(six  in  cash,  and  thiee  in  treasury  pa- 
per) was  Bubsciibed.  In  addition  to 
all  which,  there  were  $1,500,000  in  the 
treasury  to  begin  with.  There  had 
been  paid  in  the  same  period,  "exclu- 
sively of  the  amount  of  ti-easuiy  notes 
Bubsoribcd  to  the  loan,  and  of  the  amount 
redeemed  iu  the  payment  of  duties  and 
taxes,"  $33,500,000 ;  so  that  there  were 
$8,000,000  in  liand.  It  was  also  esti* 
mated,  that "  existing  ways  and  means" 
would  sufficiently  provide  for  certain 
arrearages,  interest  on  the  debt,  and 
other  expenditures  needful  before  the 
end  of  the  year.  The  amount  of  the 
debt, — cuiiflisting  of  the  unredeemed 
bttknce  of  the  former  debt,  $39,000,000, 
the  funded  debt  arismg  from  the  recent 
war,  $64^000,000,  and  the  nnfbndedand 
floating  debt,  $17,000,000,— idght  be 
set  down  as  $120,000,000;  which  might 
perhaps  be  a  little  increased;  but  the 
SoatiiKj  part  of  which  was  in  process 
of  payment.  ThLs  would,  as  the  pres- 
ident suggested,  point  out  the  chief  sub- 
ject for  the  deliberation  of  the  session; 


and  <*the  probable  operation  of  a  na> 

tional  bank"  was  mentioned  as  one  ex- 
pedient to  be  considered. 

The  national  defences,  the  militia, 
and  the  navy,  were  spoken  of  as  require 
iug  the  attention  of  Congress.  And 
"reciprocity'*  and  "protection"  were 
nrged  as  the  principles  which  ought  to 
detomine  the  legislation  regarding  the 
tariff.  Internal  improTunent  and  a  na> 
tional  university  were  also  xeeommend- 
ed;  and  the  goodness  and  mercy  of 
God's  providence  were  properly,  and  in 
a  Cliristian-like  manner,  urged  upon  the 
notice  of  Congress  and  the  country  at 
large. 

The  financial  statennont  of  Mr.  Dal* 
las,  the  secretary  of  the  treasnry,  went 
over  the  same  ground  as  tiie  president's 
message,  but  more  fully  and  distinctlj; 

recommending  definite  measures,  where 
the  message  had  only  indicated 
topics  for  consideration.  Espe-  ***** 
cially  it  counselled  the  reduction  of  tie 
direct  tax  by  one  haJ^  and  the  retention 
of  the  du^  on  stamps,  and  d  that  on 
refined  sugars ;  whilst  other  taxes  were 
marked  for  abolition  or  for  reduction. 
Above  all,  it  proposed  the  establish^ 
ment  of  a  national  bank. 

The  able  finai)  1:  t-,  wlio  was  at  the 
head  of  the  treasury  department,  was 
of  opinion,  tLat,  whilst  inconvenient 
and  impvodncfiTe  taxes  should  be  re- 
pealed, and  every  impedimfflit  removed 
which  might  retard  the  progress  of  d<> 
meatio  manufactures,  a  permanent  sys- 
tem of  internal  duties  should  be  set 
np;  and  he  calculated  tlint  an  increaii- 
ing  income  might  be  obtamed  from  that 
source,  which  at  the  outaet  could  not  be 
less  than  some  $7,000,000.   From  im- 
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ports  he  reckoned  nponreceiiring  nearly 

$20,000,000  yearly. 

Mr.  L<>\viidt?f!,  who  was  chairman  of 
the  couimittee  of  ways  and  raeans,  re- 
ported strongly  in  favor  of  such  uu  ar- 
raugemeut  of  the  revenne  system  as 
would  provide  for  the  rapid  eztinction 
of  the  public  debt  In  respect  to  the 
BOiirces,  the  report  advised  that  duties 
on  imports  should  be  principally,  but 
not  exclusively,  relied  on ;  and  that  the 
scale  should  be  regnlated  so  as  to  dis- 
courage no  brancli  of  national  produc- 
tiveness, and  not  to  make  evasion  of 
payment  desirable.  Mr.  day  oooitwd- 
ed,  that  **iiL  time  of  peaoe,  we  ahonld 
look  to  foreign  importations  as  the  diief 
source  of  revenue;  and  that  in  war,  when 
they  were  cut  off,  it  was  time  enough  to 
draw  deeply  on  our  internal  re-^ources." 
Mr.  Callionn  was  of  opinion,  that  "  the 
financial  resources  of  the  nation  would 
daily  l>ecome  weaker  and  weaker,  in- 
stead of  growing  with  its  growth,  if  we 
did  not  resOTt  to  other  objects  than  our 
foreign  commerce  for  taxation.**  The 
result  of  the  discussion  was,  the  adop- 
tion substantially  of  Mr.  Dallas's  plan 
of  a  moderately  productive  tariff. 

In  regard  to  the  proposed  national 
bank,  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote 
the  passage  referring  to  that  subject  in 
the  seetelLarylB  report  ''llie  establiahp 
ment  of  a  national  bank,**  said  Mr.  Dal- 
las, "  Is  regarded  as  the  best^  and  per- 
haps the  only  adequate  resonroe,  to  re- 
lieve the  country  and  the  government 
from  tbe  prfsent  embarrassment.  Au- 
thorize ,1  to  L-^sue  notes  which  will  be  re- 
ceived in  ail  payments  to  the  United 
States,  the  eiiciilntion  of  its  issues  will 
be  eo-extenaTe  with  the  UnioA ;  and 
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there  will  exist  a  constant  demand, 
leaving  a  just  proportion  to  the 
annual  amount  of  the  duties  and 
tiixes  to  bo  collected,  independent  of 
the  general  circulation  for  commercial 
and  sodal  purposes.  A  national  bank 
will,  therefore,  poaaeas  the  means  and 
the  oppQrtinui7  of  supplying 
lating  medinm,  of  equal  use  and  value 
in  every  state,  and  in  every  district  of 
every  state.  Established  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States;  accred- 
ited by  the  government  to  the  whole 
amount  of  its  notes  in  circulation ;  and 
intmsted,  as  the  depository  of  the  goT- 
einment,  with  all  the  aficnmnlations  of 
the  pabUe  treasure;  the  national  bank, 
independent^  of  its  immediate  capital, 
will  enjoy  every  recommendation  which 
can  merit  and  secure  the  confidence  of 
the  public.  Organized  upon  principles 
of  responsibility,  l)ut  of  indepeudence, 
the  national  bank  will  be  retained 
within  its  Intimate  spliere  of  aetion, 
without  just  apprehensioiL  fi!om  the 
nusoondoot  of  its  direotoin,  or  fiom  the 
encroachments  of  the  government  Em- 
inent in  its  resonrces,  and  in  its  cx-uni 
pie,  the  national  bank  will  conciliato 
and  lead  the  state  bank^;  in  all  that  is 
necessary  for  the  re&Loi  aiiou  of  credit, 
public  and  private.  And  acting  upon 
a  c<Hnpoand  capital,  partly  stock  and 
partly  of  gold  and  alver,  the  national 
bank  will  be  the  ready  instroment  to 
enhance  the  value  of  the  pnbKe  secnri- 
^es,  and  to  restore  the  cnrrtticy  of  the 
national  coin." 

The  proposition  of  Mr.  Dallas  was 
referred  to  a  committee  on  the  currency, 
of  which  Mr.  Calhoun  was  chaii'uiau ; 
and  aoon  aftkenrards,  early  in  January. 
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iha  scheme  of  the  seoratoiy,  as  con- 
tamed  m  on  ehborate  lettw  to  tiie 
oommittoe,  was  reported  by  its  chaiz>> 
man  witbout  ehuige,  to  the  House. 

The  federalLsts,  gingnlarly  enough  its  it 
scorns,  opposed  the  hank  scheme,  and 
such  men  as  Pickering  and  Wehiiter 
were  among  ite  Bturdiest  opponents. 
Hemy  Clay,  who,  some  years  before, 
(see  p.  128,)  had  diatiiigniahed  himflclf 
as  an  opponent  <tf  the  bank,  now  be- 
came an  adv  c  ite  for  its  ^tablishment; 
and  he  and  John  C.  Galhoiin  exerted 
themselves,  with  great  energy,  towards 
obtaining  the  approbation  of  Congress 
for  this  important  measure. 

Our  limits  do  not  admit  of  details  in 
respect  to  the  earnest  fmd  able  debates 
on  this  Htigsted  topic;  we  must  refer 
the  reader  to  l£r.  BoitonVi  caiefolly 
prepared  volumes,  containing  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  debates  in  Congrees.  The 
various  and  weighty  reasons  urged  on 
either  and  Loth  sides  of  tlii-s  question, 
are  well  worthy  of  study,  especially  in 
view  of  what  lia^  occurred  at  a  later 
date  in  oonnectioa  with  the  financial 
condition  and  aixangranents  d  ihe  gov- 
ernment of  our  conntry. 

On  the  14th  of  Uarch,  the  bill  paaaed 
the  House  of  EepresentatlTes,  by  a  vote 
of  eighty  to  seventy-one;  and  on  the 
3d  of  A}»ri],  was  approved  by  the  Sen- 
ate, by  a  vote  of  twenty-two  to  twelve. 
Tlie  president,  notwithstanding  his 
course  on  a  previous  occasion,  (see  p. 
261,)  gave  his  approval  to  the  bill,  on 
die  ICrtih  of  April;  and  the  Bank  of 
the  United  States  thenceforward  en- 
tered upon  its  career,  whether  for  good 
or  evil  remains  to  be  seen. 

The  piincipal  features  of  the  new 


bank  were  as  foDowa  Its  charter  waa 
extended  to  twenty  yean.  Its  capital 
was  fixed  at  $85,000,000,  one  fifth  of 
which  the  government  was  to  snbscribe; 

the  rest,  in  $100  shares,  was  to 
consist  of  gold  and  silver  to  the 
extent  of  a  quarter,  and  the  other  three 
quarters  of  funded  debt.  The  subscrip- 
tions of  every  kind  were  made  payable 
in  four  instalments,  and  as  soon  as  the 
first  instalment  was  paid,  thebank  was  to 
be  organised  and  operations  were  to  be 
commenced.  The  location  of  the  bank 
was  to  be  at  Philadelphia,  but  branches 
might  be  established  in  the  states  by 
the  directors,  to  be  under  the  control 
of  thirteen  persona  appointed  by  the 
directors.  The  management  of  the 
inslsfeiitiosi  vaa  veated  in  a  board  of 
twenty-five  direetoiB,  one  fiflih  appoinb* 
ed  by  the  govermnent^  the  rest  eleeU 
ed  yearly  by  the  stockholders,  some 
being  changed  at  each  election,  on  the 
priiici])le  of  rotation.  The  directors 
were  to  choose  one  f>f  their  niinil)er 
as  president,  annuidiy ;  but  resident 
citizens  alone  were  eligible  as  directonk 
Its  notes  were  made  reodrable  in  all 
payments  to  tlie  XJmted  Btatea ;  and  it 
waa  to  hold  the  public  mone^  and  in 
return,  to  transmit  and  pay  the  public 
money  without  any  kind  of  charge. 
Specie  payments  were  not  to  be  sus- 
pended, urdess  by  the  authority  of  Con- 
gress, or  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States  j  and  $1,500,000 were  to  be  paid 
in  instahnents  at  the  end  of  two,  ib»e, 
and  fionr  yean,  as  a  bomis  for  tl»  chai>- 
ter  of  the  bank 

A  bill,  altering  the  mode  of  paying 
the  members  of  Congress,  was  passed 
near  the  dose  of  the  session,  and  excited 
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not  miljr  unnBiial  interest,  bat  a  conad- 
enible  anunmt  of  popular  clamor.  Ll> 

stead  of  the  six  dollars  per  day,  wiuch 
they  had  been  receiving,  tliey  nowTOted 
themselvos  a  salary  of  ^^Ij^OO  per  anntim, 
whether  the  session  was  long  or  short. 
We  may  mention  here,  that  so  much 
dissatisfaction  was  manifested  in  the 
eommanity  on  account  of  tliis  proceed- 
ing, that  at  the  next  sessionf  the  law 
was  repealed  by  a  large  majority,  and 
dght  dollars  per  day  was  snhstitnted, 
as,  on  the  whole,  most  equitable,  and 
likely  to  be  productive  of  the  best  re- 
sult. 

In  addition  to  what  we  have  stated 
above,  respecting  the  action  of  Con- 
gress dming  the  present  session,  there 
were  also  large  appropriations  voted 
for  the  increase  and  effidmcy  oi  tiia 
army  and  navy,  and  for  coast  and  har- 
bor defences ;  for  the  purchase  of  cos- 
tom  honf^ea  at  some  of  the  great  ports ; 
for  the  repair  of  the  Capitol 
and  public  buildings  at  Wash- 
ington ;  for  the  reward  of  the  crews  of 
some  Teasels  which  had  fonght  well  in 
ihe  late  war ;  for  the  pemnoning  of  inr 
▼slid  soldiors,  and  the  ftmilies  of  those 
who  had  fallen  in  battle,  etc.  The  ques- 
tion of  ratifying  the  commercial  con- 
vention with  England  came  tip,  early 
in  the  seasion,  and  the  old  dispute  wixs 
revived,  of  which  we  have  s]>okeu  in 
giving  aa  account  of  JMr.  Jay'd  treaty, 
(See  ToL  ii.,  p.  B72.)  Considerable  dif- 
ference  of  opinion  prevailed  between 
the  S«iate  and  the  Honse  aa  to  the 
proper  method  of  giving  efiEeettothe 
reciprocity  clause  of  the  convention; 
the  debate  was  conducted  with  great 
ability  on  both  sides ;  and  the  matter 


was  finally  ccnniffomised  by  ptissiug  an 
act,  simply  declaring  that  the  diacnmi- 

nating  duties  were  repealed.  At  the 
end  of  December,  1815,  the  preddent 
sent  in  the  long  and  important  corre- 
spondence between  the  Spanish  minia-  ' 
ter  and  Mr.  Monroe,  the  secretary  of  j 
state ;  a  month  later,  papers  were  com  | 
municated  respecting  theBartmoor  mas-  | 
sacre  (jp.  S95);  in  March,  Mr.  Randolph 
obtained  ihe  passage  of  a  resolntioa  in- 
tended  to  free  the  DistricM  of  Colombia 
from  the  disgrace  of  being  a  depot  for 
the  slave  trade  of  the  nciirhboring  ' 
states ;  and  on  the  30th  of  April,  Con- 
gre.ss  adjourned. 

Before  the  adjournment  of  Congress, 
a  caucus  of  the  republican  members  ' 
was  held,  for  the  purpose  uf  agreeing 
npon  a  candidate  for  president,  it  be> 
iug  understood,  that  Mr.  Madison  pni>> 
posed  Mlowing  the  example  of  his  pre- 
decessor, and  retiring  to  private  life. 
The  predominance  of  Virginia  was  still 
evident,  and  there  was  no  serious  oppo 
.sition  to  James  Monroe  being  put  in 
nomination  for  the  highest  office  in  the 
peopled  gUL*  A  portion  of  the  de- 
mocracy, it  is  true,  was  desirous  of  ele> 
vating  a  New  York  man,  Daniel  D. 
Tompkins,  to  the  presidential  chair,  but, 
wisely  for  his  interests,  withdrew  his 
name,  when  it  was  offered  to  make 
him  the  candidate  for  vice-president.  j 
Others  of  the  party,  who  disliked  the 
rule  of  the  Old  Dominion,  named  Wil- 


*  Aaron  Burr,  ■writinf;  to  hLs  son-in  l.a\r,  All.ston,  Iq 
Novoubcr,  1815,  uigcd  him  to  wtidpitto  the  dictatioo 
of  Yirginia,  and  to  flw  fbtt  stittti  team  ha  tjnuinj,  hj 

Rccurinj»  a  nomination  for  Andrew  Jackson,  ^  W^lffllH 
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Ham  II.  Crawford,  of  Georgia,  and  Si- 
inou  Suyder,  of  Pennsylvania,  aa  can- 
didates, in  place  of  Monroe  and  Tomp- 
kins, and  the  caucus  balloted  on  their 
respective  claims,  in  ^ite  of  a  motico 
to  declare  ancli  nominatioii  of  menibero 
of  Congress  inezpedient.  Sizty-five 
voted  for  Monroe,  and  for  Crawford 
only  fifty-four;  Tompkins  received 
eighty-five  votes,  Snyder  only  thirty ; 
Monroe  and  Tompkins  were,  therefore, 
the  accredited  candidates  of  tlie  party. 
The  federalists,  ultliongh  there  was  no 
hope  of  ih&r  Veing  able  to  elect  their 
caadidAte,  named  Bnfiis  King  again,  for 
preeidfflit^  and  left  the  electors  to  fix 
upon  whom  ihey  pleased  for  Tioefiea- 
ident. 

The  election  was  held  in  the  autumn, 
and  resulted  as  follows: — ^for  Monroe 
and  Tompkins,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  Vii> 
ginia^  tiie  Garolinas,  Geoigia,  Lonislaaa, 
Tenneasee,  Elentndcy,  Ohio^  and  Indi- 
ana, voted  entire;  and  each  received 
a  hundred  and  eighty-three  votes.  Ru- 
fus  King  received  nil  the  votes  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, Connecticut,  and  Delaware 
— thirty-four.  Massachusetts  bestowed 
its  twenty-two  votes  on  John  £.  How- 
ard far  the  vice-preddency ;  CSonnecti- 
eat,  five  of  its  votes  on  James  Ross, 
and  four  on  John  Marshall ;  and  Delar 
ware,  its  three  upon  B.  G.  Harper. 
And  there  were  three  vacancies  in  the 
electoral  colh^ge  of  Marylandi  and  one 
in  that  of  Delaware. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  those 
who  ikvored  the  establishment  of  a  na- 
ticmal  Iwnk  was,  to  compel  the  state 
banks  to  resume  spede  payments, 


which,  it  wiU  be  remembered,  all  south 
of  New  York  had  suspended ;  and  a 
resolution  was  parsed  hy  Congress,  di- 
recting the  secretary  of  the  treasuiy  to 
adopt  such  nkeasores  as,  in  his  judgment, 
were  necessaiy  to  secure  the  important 
Qnd  had  in  view.  He  was  to  cause  aD. 
payments  to  the  United  States  to  be 
made  :n  specie,  in  treasury  notes,  or  in 
notes  of  specie  paying  banks;  and  it 
was  declared,  that,  after  the  20th  of 
February,  ISlt,  no  payments  to  the 
United  States  ought  to  be  made  in  any 
Other  conen^.  In  July,  the  ^^^^ 
secretary  of  the  treasary  gave 
notice,  that,  after  the  first  day  of  Octo- 
ber, no  bills  i  f  ;ii  iy  bank  which  did  not 
pay  specie  for  all  notes  of  five  dollars 
and  under,  would  be  received  in  dis- 
charge of  government  dues  ;  and  that, 
after  the  20th  of  February  next,  no 
bills  of  any  bank  would  be  received, 
which  did  not  pay  all  its  notes  in  spede 
on  demand*  The  baohs  resisted  this 
r^alation,  and  endeavored  to  pnt  off 
the  resumption  of  ^ecie  payments  for 
another  year ;  but  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  urged  forward  as  rapidly  as 
pc^ible,  the  putting  the  United  States 
Bank  into  operation,  so  as  to  furnish  a 
sound  circulating  medium,  ^d  a  safe 
place  of  depos&tfor  the  national  treasore. 

The  books  of  sabscription  to  the  eap» 
ital  stock  had  been  opened  early  in  the 
spring,  and  it  was  found,  by  the  returns 
received  in  August,  tliat  shares  amount- 
ing to  more  than  $3,000,000  had  not 
been  taken.  Stephen  Girard,  of  Phil- 
adelphia, immediately  filled  up  the  de- 
ficient sabscription,  and  it  was  deter* 
nuned  to  commence  operations,  if  pc»< 
nble,  on  the  Ist  ^  January,  181t.  For 


Digitized  by  Google 


[Bk.  VL 


immediate  nse,  an  agent  waa  sent  to 
Eogland  to  obtain  $5,000,000  in  specie, 

'  on  acconnt  of  the  bank. 

The  second  Bession  of  the  fourteenth 
Congress  was  commenced  on  the  2d  of 
Decembcv,  and  the  next  day  the  presi- 
dent sent  in  his  eighth  and  last  annual 
message.  It  is  a  long  and  interesting 
document,  and  abounds  in  evidences  of 
the  earnest  patriotism  of  the  man  who, 
for  cii^lit  ycnrs  past,  had  been  called 
upon  to  administer  the  government  of 
our  beloved  coimtr}'-.  He  adverts,  iu 
the  opening  of  his  message,  to  some 
imfavoruble  circuni.staiices,  as  the  par- 
tial feilnre  of  tbe  crops,  the  depre^ion 
of  the  mannftctnres  of  the  oonntry,  the 
laognishing  of  navigation,  etc,  Fonv 
eign  affairs  were  generally  in  a 
qoiet  condition,  and  the  Lidian 
tribes  were  gradually  improving  in  pro- 
gress towards  civiliisation.  The  organ- 
ization of  the  militia,  the  e9tabli«»hment 
of  a  uniform  system  of  weights  aud 
measnies,  tbe  erection  of  a  national 
univenily,  an  amendment  of  the  law 
in  rdation  to  criminal  trials,  the  pre- 
vention of  the  African  slave  trade,  and 
a  proposal  to  remodify  the  federal  ju- 
diciary, and  to  add  another  department 
to  the  executive  branch  of  government, 
were  nil  toucLiHl  upon  iu  succession. 

In  respect  to  the  finances,  the  presi- 
dent expressed  his  gratification  to  find, 
that  even  within  the  short  period  which 
had  elapsed  since  the  return  of  peace, 
the  revenue  had  far  exceeded  all  the 
cnrrent  demands  upon  the  treasury;  so 
!  that  an  ample  fund  for  the  extinction 
]  of  the  debt  was  allbrded,  even  tliongh, 
through  the  vicissitudes  of  commerce, 
any  diminntion  should  occur  in  its  fu- 


tme  annual  product    Endnaive  of 

loans  and  treasury  notes,  it  was  calcu- 
lated that  the  actual  receipts,  including 
the  balance  in  hand  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year,  amounted  to  about 
$47,000,000.  The  total  of  actual  pay- 
ments  was  about  $38,000,000 ;  so  that  I 
thei«  waa  a  surplas  of  some  $9,000,000. 
The  conditioa  of  tiie  national  cnrreoey 
waa  pointed  out  as  the  mam  source  of 
the  diflSculties  which  obstructed  the 
operations  of  the  treasury.  Yet  there 
w;m  hope  in  that  quarter ;  for  the  Bank 
of  the  United  State-s  had  been  organ- 
ized under  most  favorable  auspices,  and 
could  Bcarcely  fiul  to  be  a  most  im- 
portant auziliajy.  The  fioating  debt^ 
it  was  expected,  would  soon  be  entire' 
ly  discharged.  The  funded  debt  had 
been  estimated  at  a  sum  not  exceed- 
ing ^110,000,000.  The  ordinary  an- 
nual  expenses  were  reckoned  at  un- 
der $20,000,000;  and  tlie  permanent 
revenue,  from  all  sources,  at  about 
$25,000,000.  For  other  fiworable  dr- 
cumBtanoeB  connected  witii  the  flnandal 
position  of  affion,  reference  was  made 
to  the  statement  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury. 

Conscious  that  \m  term  of  ofBce  was 
now  nearly  closed,  the  president  alludes, 
in  grateful  language,  to  the  confidence 
reposed  iu  itim  by  his  country ;  eulogizes 
the  Constitntion  by  which  our  liberties 
are  secured;  and,  reading  in  the  char* 
aeter  of  fhe  American  people 
their  devotion  to  true  liberty, 
and  their  determination  to  support  "  a 
government  whose  conduct,  within  and 
without,  shall  l)espeak  the  most  noble 
of  all  nnd)itions — that  of  ])romoting 
peace  on  earth  and  good,  will  to  man.'"' 
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he  conclndes  his  meflsage  saying; 

"tliesc  contemplationp,  sweetening  the 
remnant  of  my  days,  will  animate  niy 
prayers  lV»r  tlio  happiness  of  my  beloved 
couutry,  a.ud  u  perpetuity  of  the  insti- 
tatimiB  imder  vbieh  it  is  enjoyed." 

Congress,  oikoeiely  sxudoas  to  dis- 
ohaige  the  wd^ty  duties  unposed  "opm. 
them,  seconded  the  views  of  the  pru- 
dent, and  entered  zealously  upon  their 
work.  One  act  of  great  moment  was 
pagi$ed,  as  it  provided  for  the  paying 
off  of  the  national  debt  by  annual 
imtalmenta  of  $10,000,000.    For  the 

deH  m  fiM!t|  exceeded  $120,000,000, 
and  neither  oonld  Mr.  MartisoTi,  aor 
ooold  any  one  who  had  bome  a  pert  in 
the  management  of  effiuis  irhen  it  was 

contracted,  properly  leave  office  with- 
out making  gome  provision  for  its  ul- 
timate extinction.  But  it  appears  to 
have  been  chiefly  by  the  exertions  of 
William  Lowndcij,  cLaiimau  of  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  that  this  aet 
was  carried  suceesBfaUy  through  Ckm- 
gresB. 

The  subject  of  internal  improvements 
again  gave  rise  to  animated  debates  in 
Congress.  On  motion  of  John  C.  Cal- 
houn, in  December,  1816,  a  re!*olution 
was  proposed,  directing  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  coiiimittee  to  inquire  into  the 
desiFahl^esB  of  setting  apart  the  bonus 
and  net  anniial  profits  in  the  form  <^ 
dividends,  of  the  national  bsnl^  as  a 
permanent  fund  for  internal  improve- 
ments. This  being  adopted  by  the 
House,  there  resulted,  on  the  23(1,  a 
bill  constructed  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing that  end.  It  was  fully  consider^ 
ed  in  a  committee  of  the  whole,  early 
in  Febroary,  181T,  and  slightly  amend- 


ed,  mainly  by  the  influence  of  Mr.  Pick- 
eiing.  In  the  Senate,  after  it  had 
passed  the  House,  it  w:i,s  further  amend- 
ed, and  the  amendment  was  accep)ted 
by  the  Hou;5e.  It  passed  finally  on  the 
8&  of  February. 

Mr.  CSsIhoimVi  view  of  the  question 
was  large  and  clear,  and  expressed  in 
his  most  masterly  manner.  The  value 
of  a  weU-arranged  system  of  internal 
communications  by  road  and  water; 
the  magnitude  of  some  of  the  most  de- 
.siral  )le  work*?  of  both  kinds ;  the  facility 
w  ith  which  private  and  state  enterprise 
could  luHinoidse  iritli,  and  saiijdflmeQt 
the  ondertsian^  of  G<mgress;  the  ad- 
dition to  the  snm  of  nationsl  weslth 
made  by  increasing  the  accessibility 
of  the  porta  and  miarkets  for  the  pfo- 
ducei-s ;  the  additional  tax-pajing  power 
of  the  country  in  consequence ;  the  ten- 
dency to  j)romote  the  stability  of  the 
Union ; — were  all  urged  as  preliminary 
eonadnatlons  to  the  disenaicni  of  the 
coostitnticmalitrjr  of  the  propossl.  And 
its  entioe  aoeoidsiioe  the  charter 
of  our  Union,  interpreted  by  "plain 
good  sense,"  he  stoutly  and  intelligently 
maintained;  urging  the  purchase  of 
IjOULsiana,  and  the  construction  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  as  precedents  for  the 
views  he  advocated.*  Hemy  Clay's 
speech  in  &vor  of  the  bill  repeated 
CoIhoon^B  aigmnents,  and  mfged  others 
which  produced  tiuir  effiset  vpon  the 
House. 

The  president,  however,  on  the  last 
day  of  his  official  oareei^  retained  the 


*  For  Calhoun's  speccb  on  this  topk^  bm  '^JjMrietm 
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bill  to  CongresBy  wivV  his  objections  to 

its  becoming  a  law,  principally  on  tlie 

CTOund  that  there  was  no  tx- 

I81T.  *    1   1  .1 

jv/'e-i-y  power  granted  by  the 

Constitution  to  make  roads  and  canals. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  pass  the  bill 
j  by  the  ooostitatiooAl  two-thirds  vote, 
bat  it  liiilecl,  and  the  bill  was  ooiiBe> 

quently  ket. 
Tbe  navigatioa  laws  wero  reyised 

during  ihh  short  session,  and  made 
more  conformable  to  the  protective 
policy  which  was  now  in  favor  in  the 
United  States.  Acts  were  passed  ro* 
golating  the  totiHodes  of  the  United 
States,  cao^Bnaiag  to  tliein  tiie  priyi* 
of  Bending  wch  a  delegate  to  Con* 
gress,  to  take  part  m  die  debates  of  the 
House,  but  not  to  vote ;  fiziDgtlio  peace 
establishment  of  the  marine  corps  at 
pight  hnnrlrcd  men,  inclnding  officei-s; 
providing  for  the  relief  of  per>ion9  im- 
I  piiaoned  for  debt;  deterniiuing  tlie  erec- 
tion of  the  territory  of  Alabama;  for 
prniiRthing  crimes  oomxnitted  in  the  In- 
dian lands;  and  fbr  other  in]|iOTtant 
national  objects.  On  the  11th  of  De- 
cember, 1810,  Indiana,  having  formed 
;\  f  institution  in  conformity  to  the  act 
ot  Congress,  was  admitted  into  the 
Union.  An  act  was  ako  passed  at  this 
session,  authorizing  the  inhabitants  of 
the  western  part  of  Misuaaippi  to  fbnn 
a  oonatitiitiai^  preparatory  to  admisrion 
into  the  Union  as  a  state. 

On  the  Sd  of  March,  the  fourteenth 
Congress  reached  its  termination.  On 
the  same  day  also,  Jamea  ^ladison,  not 
onwillinglj,  laid  down  the  office  witl 


which  he  had  been  enlrustod  for  the 

preceding  eight  eventful  yeaiB. 
Of  his  ability  and  character,  * 
the  reader  has  had  abundant  oppor- 
tunity of  judging  from  what  we  have 
narrated  respecting  his  adminiatratioiL 
That  he  was  a  man  of  undoubted  pat* 
riotaam,  and  smcerely  devoted  to  the 
best  interests  of  his  oonntry,  cannot  be 
questioned ;  but  it  is  not  to  be  denied, 
on  the  other  hand,  that  he  was  not  a 
man  of  genius  or  commanding  talent, 
and  was  hardly  at  all  ada])ted  to  the 
taking  the  helm  of  state  in  the  stormy 
period  of  var  and  Hi  attendant  trials 
and  commotioiia  TboQgh  censored 
witli bang  deficient  in  energy;  Ihongh 
no  hero ;  though  disposed  to  yield  too 
much  to  others  on  various  occasions; 
though  far  better  fitted  for  the  duties 
of  j)eacc  than  of  war;  yet  his  adminis* 
tration  wai,  to  a  great  extent,  succesigfiil, 
and  cleai'ly  met  the  approbation  of  the 
majority  of  the  peoplOi  He  enjoyed  a 
large  share  of  the  confidence  of  Ameiv 
ieana  in  the  day  when  he  predded  over 
the  destmies  of  our  country,  and  that 
confidence  in  his  wisdom,  integrity,  and 
patriotism  has  not  been  diminished  by 
the  lapse  of  time,  or  the  searching  in- 
vestigation to  which  his  life  and  career 
have  been  subjected.* 


*  The  rraderirlio  wldMB  to  fltewlut  doqrient  vords 
hare  been  uttered  bj  an  appreciative  mind,  respecting 
the  fourth  president  efUiA  United  States,  may  consult 
to  advantage  thft  EuTogy  delivered  by  Jubn  Quia<7 
Adams,  before  the  two  IIou««s  of  CSoOgRMi  Itt  18B6^ 
floon  after  Mr.  MadiBOo'g  deatlk 
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KDVBOB'S  TXB8T  TWO  TBABS. 

Iktifth  prfliidflBt«Btmapoiii  Ui  tAnfaUtKtton — Wm  Inaugural  adAreM—ll?.  Monroe^  «*1nii«t— PoBdod  pniv 

e^lea  of  his  admlnljttniUcu  — Tlie  prps'u?(-iit'g  tour  tlimujrh  the  eastern,  rnidille,  niid  western  etates  —  First  s«asioa 
of  the  flltoturtJi  Ooognae — The  meaiage  of  the  preaideat— AbttiMt  of  ita  oootenta — Debataa  la  CoogrvM" 
AlMlftlMi  «r  iattiml  tazM — State  of  O*  eotnlry^llutf  «Tinig«iMato— btmd  inpravtnwots— DlMwIaa 

of  the  cubject  —  Moasnro*  proposed — Anu  lia  Idand  and  Galveston  —  il'Grcgor  and  Anry,  anj  (lu-:1r  proceed- 
ing*—  Expelled  by  thv  Umted  StaU-s  forces — MisdMippi  admitted  into  the  Union — Treaties  wiUi  Uie  Indianj 
— Tb«  Seminolo  war  —  General  Gained  ard«n — Gencml  Jadceon  incomnmnd — March«a  into  Florida — Ar- 
■jatluiot  and  Ambriflter— Tbelr  trial  tad  WMBUon^^Mkaon  marehea  to  Pensaeola  —  The  Spaauh  Mtbority 
abolished  —  ExcilMn»nt  in  eon«eqaeoe«  of  JaekaoA  oenm  —  Congrets  again  in  seauon  —  The  preridentfs  mes- 
sage— The  Bank  of  tlie  UnitcMl  Stutos  complained  of — Committee  of  inquiry  appointed — Result  of  their  Uitca- 
tigatioa — dpecnlaUoDB  and  frauds — New  praidcBt  ud  diratora  •ppointed  —  B«tnni  of  ooDfidcaoa — Aettoo 
la  Congress  respeettng  General  Jackson  and  the  Seminole  war — Debates  and  rnolt — IDinob  admitted  into  the 
Union  —  Q'.icatimi  on  admission  of  Alabftrnn  ami  Miyy^iiiri— Formrr  admitted,  latter  not  —  Calhonn's  report  on 
road%  canals,  etc. — Treaty  with  Spain,  and  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United  iStates — CUima  Cor  indamai^ 
oB  Eoiopcaa  govmnonta—  Vnmi,  twt  OTadod  lad  nfbMd. 


It  was  on  the  4th  day  of  ^Tarch, 
1817,  that  James  Monroe,  with  a  large 
coneoofBe  of  friends  and  fellow-citizens, 
proceeded  to  the  capitol,  and  went 
tbrongh  the  Impoibg  oeremony  of  io- 
aognration,  as  the  fifth  president  of  the 
United  Statee.  Mr.  Madison 
crnced  the  scene  l)y  hh  pres- 
ence, at)d  the  jtidiyes  of  the  supreme 
court,  foreign  ministers,  and  other  dig- 
nitaries, were  there  aa  spectators  and 
witnesses  of  the  pledges  whieh  the  new 
president  was  abont  to  give  of  his  de- 
Totion  to  hk  ooantry's  interests  and 
wdfiyie.  ffis  Inaagaral  address  was 
nnusnally  long ;  and  we  r^ret  that  our 
limita  do  not  admit  of  quoting  it  in 
fall.  It  is  M  calm,  clear,  and  earnest 
exposition  of  the  principles  on  which 


the  new  president  meant  to  proceed  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  posi- 
tion. A  paragraph  or  two,  in  conclo- 
sion,  may  not  inaptly  be  quoted. 

^It  is  partietilaiij  gntijying  to  me^ 
to  enter  on  the  discharge  of  these  da* 
tier^,  at  a  time  when  the  United  States 
are  hlesscd  with  peace.  It  is  a  state 
most  consistent  with  their  pror^perlty 
and  happiness.  It  will  T)e  my  sincere 
desire  to  preserve  it,  so  far  as  depends 
OD  theeBBcntive,  on  just  principles  with 
all  nationSi  ckiming  nothing  unreason' 
able  of  any,  and  rendering  to  each  what 
is  its  due. 

"Equally  gratifying  is  it,  to  witness 
the  increased  harmony  of  opinion  which 
pervades  our  Union.  Discord  docs  not 
belong  to  our  system.   Union  is  recozQ* 
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mended,  as  well  hy  the  free  and  benign 

principles  of  our  government,  extending 
its  Wessings  to  every  individual,  a<5  by 
the  other  eminent  iidvantages  attend- 
ing it.  The  Americuu  pe()]>l(!  have  en- 
countered together  great  dungera,  and 
sustuned  severe  trials  witii  snooess. 
*S!bsj  oonstitnte  one  great  family  with 
»  common  interest.  E^rienoe  lias 
eniliglit^ied  us  on  some  qneations  of  es- 
amtial  importance  to  the  country.  The 
progress  has  "been  slow,  dictated  ]»y  a 
jiL-.t  reflection,  and  ■T'litliful  regard  to 
every  interest  comiecied  with  it.  To 
promote  this  harmony,  in  accord  with 
the  principles  of  onr  rqmldiean  gorem- 
ment^  and  in  a  manner  to  give  them 
the  moat  complete  effibet,  and  to  ad- 
vance in  all  other  respects  the  best  io- 
tereata  of  our  Union,  wOl  be  the  object 
of  my  constant  and  zealous  exertions. 

"  Never  did  a  government  commence 
nndor  auspices  so  favorable,  nor  ever 
\v  iis  success  8o  a>mplete.  If  we  look 
to  the  history  of  other  nations,  ancient 
and  modern,  we  0nd  no  example  of  a 
growth  BO  rapid,  so  gigantic;  of  a  people 
BO  prosperous  and  happy.  In  contem- 
plating what  we  have  still  to  perform, 
the  heart  of  every  citizen  mmt  expand 
with  joy  when  he  reflects  how  near  our 
government  h;vs  approached  to 
*  perfection ;  that  in  respect  to  it 
ve  have  no  essenlaal  improvement  to 
make ;  that  the  great  object  is  to  pre- 
serve it  in  the  essential  principles  and 
features  which  charaeteriae  it,  and  that 
b  to  be  done  by  preserving  the  virtue 
nnd  onlightening  the  minds  of  the  peo- 
ple ;  and,  as  a  security  against  foreign  j 
dangers,  to  adopt  sucli  arrangements  as  j 
are  indispensable  to  tht  bup]x>rt  of  our  i 


indepoadence,  our  rightaj  and  liberties. 
If  we  persevere  in  the  career  in  which 

we  have  advanced  so  far,  and  in  tlie 
path  already  traced,  we  cannot  f^ul,  by 
the  favor  of  a  gracious  Providence,  tx) 
attain  the  high  destiny  which  seems  to 
await  na. 

**In  the  administraiaon  of  the  DIqbp 
trioos  men  who  have  preceded  me  in 
this  high  station,  with  some  of  whom  I 
have  been  connected  by  the  closest  ties 
from  early  life,  examples  are  presented, 
which  will  always  be  found  highly  in- 
stiTictive,  and  useful  to  their  successors. 

"  From  these  I  shall  endeavor  to  de- 
rive all  the  advantages  whidi  they  may 
affiord.  Of  my  immediate  pr^eceanv, 
nnder  whom  ao  important  a  portion  of 
this  great  and  successful  experiment 
has  been  made,  I  shall  be  pardoned  for 
expressing  my  earnest  wishes  that  he 
may  long  enjoy,  in  his  retirement,  the 
atTcctions  of  a  grateful  country,  the  best 
reward  of  exalted  talents,  and  the  most 
faithful  and  mmtoriooa  aervieee.  Be- 
lying on  the  aid  to  he  derived  from  the 
other  departments  of  the  government^ 
I  enter  on  the  trust  to  wlilcli  I  have 
been  called  by  the  suffices  of  ray  fel- 
low-citizens, with  my  fervent  prayers 
to  the  Almighty,  that  He  will  be  gra- 
ciously pleased  to  coutinu(.*  to  us  that 
protection,  which  He  has  ali'eady  so 
conspicuously  displayed  in  onr  &vor " 

The  president  then  took  the  oath  of 
office,  and  immediately  sent  in  to  the 
Senate  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
whom  he  had  selected  as  Ins  cabinet 
John  Qnincy  Adams,  recalled  from  hh 
post  at  London,  was  made  secretary  of 
state.  William  11.  Crawford,  who  had 
formerly  represented  the  United  States 
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at  Paris,  took  the  place  left  vacant  by 
Mr.  Dallas's  death.  Crowninshield  was 
continued  at  the  head  of  the 
nnvy  department,  and  Meigs  as 
|X)j5tuia.ster-general.  The  office  of  sec- 
retary of  WAT  was  ofSeand  to  govemor 
Shelby  of  Keatnc^ ;  bat  he  eooridered 
himself  too  old  iae  its  duttee,  and  no  np- 
pointoaent  was  made  tall  the  end  of  the 
year,  when  Calhmm  accepted  it.  The 
attoi*uey-generalship  was  held  by  Mr. 
Rush  until  December,  when  William 
Wirt  wa.s  appoint^^d  as  liis  smccepsor. 
Ill  these,  as  well  as  other  appointment 

Mr,  M(»roe  had  in  eye  to  the  repub- 
lican eharaeter  and  prinotples  of  the 
penons  eboeea  to  dBoe.  ^e  fedevalr 
iste^  of  coarse,  had  nothing  to  hope  (ot 

from  the  new  president;  and,  notwith- 
standing General  Jackson's  letter  to 
Mr.  Monroe,  urging  him  to  put  aside 
all  party  feeling  and  party  cousiderar 
tion.H,  and  to  select  men  for  their  char- 
acter, integrity,  and  fitneoB,  no  matter 
what  might  be  their  political  sentiments, 
he  was  too  astnte,  and  too  well  aware 
of  the  inexpediency  of  such  schemes  to 
mal^e  the  attempt.  His  answer  to  Jack- 
son's letter  is  qnite  worthy  of  perusal 
iu  this  connection. 

Soon  after  his  inauguration,  the  pres- 
ident determined  to  make  a  tour  of  in- 
epection  and  observation  through  the 
eastern,  middle,  and  western  states.  He 
was  desirous  of  beeonung  acqnainted 
with  the  strength  of  the  various  fbrti* 
fied  plaew  along  the  Atlantic  coast; 
i»f  removing  <snch  works  as  were  con- 
structed in  i ni J »ro])er  situation^ ;  of  se- 
lecting new  points  for  the  erectlion  of 
strong  and  sufficient  batteries  against 
farrasion;  and  of  posting  ^.he  regular 


foiom  where  they  would  be  able  to  act,  I 
in  ca«e  of  need,  speedily  and  cfTectively. 
Nor  was  he  less  moved  to  undertake  1 
this  journey,  by  his  desire  to  become  I 
acquainted  with  the  people  and  learn 
thehr  wants,  to  ascertain  how  the  mar 
chinery  of  government^  remote  from  the 
central  power,  performed  its  functions, 
and  to  infimn  Imnaelf  in  regard  to  the 
resonr<»s  of  the  country,  and  the  means  ' 
necessary  to  devolope  them.    He  ah?o  | 
intimated  ])u])]iely,  that  a  regard  to  the  j 
economical  exjienditure  of  the  national  i 
funds,  appropriated  by  Congress  to  the 
coDstmctioD  of  the  coast  defences,  in- 
duced him  to  make  tiiis  tour. 

Hr.  Monroe  passed  throngh  Baiti* 
more,  Philadelphia,  New  York,  the  chief 
towns  in  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Is- 
land, and  reached  Boston  on  the  2d  ( >f 
Tnly.  Thence,  traversing  a  large  part 
of  ^MiLssachnsetts,  JVlaiue,  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  Vermont,  he  turned  his  face 
westward,  and  inspecting  theworhB  on 
Lake  Ontario,  he  proceeded  to  Detroit 
by  way  of  XJki  Erie.  From  Detroit 
he  travelled  through  parts  of  Michigan, 
Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  and  Maryland,  and 
returned  to  Washington  on  the  jg^^ 
1 8th  of  September,  having  1  leen 
absent  three  months  and  a  half,  and  hav- 
ing performed  a  journey  of  more  than 
two  fhonsMid  miles.  Every  where,  the 
president  was  received  with  demonstraf- 
tions  of  respect  and  ctMrdiality,  and  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  we  think,  that  his 
tonrwasawise  and  judicious  movement 
with  reference  to  the  great  objects  to 
which  he  had  so  recently  pledged  his 
vows  in  the  capitol. 

The  fifteenth  Congress  commenced 
its  first  sesaioa  at  the  usual  time^  in  iiw 
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beginning  of  Decem'ber.  Tlie  rejnilv 
licans  were  det'idetlly  in  the  nmjority, 
there  being  only  a  few  of  the  more 
distinguished  federaliata  left,  suck  its 
Bofiis  King,  and  Hanson  Gray  Otis,  in 
the  Semite,  andTSmotbyFitkiii,  Henry 
Shaw,  and  John  Sergeanti  in  the  Honse. 
Henry  Clay  was  elected  speaker  by  a 
hundred  and  forty-fiMir  votes  out  of  a 
hundred  and  fiftv:  and  John  Oalliard 
was  chosen  president  of  the  Senate, /^rt? 
tempore. 

Mr.  Monroe's  lii'st  annual  measage 
was  sent  in  on  the  2d  of  Beeember. 
It  began  with  oongratidations  upon  the 
general  eonditkm  of  the  country,  and 
epoke  of  the  vaiknis  steps  whidi  had 
been  taken  in  regard  to  arrangements 
with  the  British  government,  naval  ar- 
maments on  the  lakes,  the  north-eastern 
boundary,  the  fisheries,  the  relations 
with  Spain,  etc  The  internal  concerns 
of  the  oonntry  were  represented  as  pe- 
cnliarly  gratifying.  After  satisfying 
the  appropriations  made  by  law  for  the 
support  of  the  dvil  government,  and  of 
the  military  and  naval  establishments, 
embracing  suital)le  provision  for  forti- 
fications and  for  the  gradual  iucrejise 
of  the  navy,  paying  the  interest  of  the 
public  debl^  and  estSngnishing  more 
than  $18,000,000  of  the  principal,  with- 
in the  present  year,  it  is  estimated  that 
a  balance  of  more  than  $6jOOO,000  will 
remain  in  the  treasury  on  the  1st  day 
of  Jaimary  next,  applicable  to  the  cur- 
rent expeuties  .of  tlie  ensuing  year." 
The  receipts  for  the  next  year  were 
estimated  at  $24,500,000  and  the  out- 
going at  nearly  $;22,000,000 ;  so  that 
there  wonld  be  an  excess  of  revenue  be- 
yond expenditure  amounting  to  nearly 
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^2,750,000,  exclusive  of  the  balance  ex 
pected  to  be  in  tlie  tr(?a<5uiy  at  the 
beginning  of  the  year.  The  financial 
prospects  of  the  country  were,  conse- 
quently, considered  as  ibU  of  encourage- 
ment and  promise  fox  the  fiiture. 

The  president  went  on  to  make  suit* 
able  mention  of  the  nulitia,  the  army 
and  naA  y,  the  Indiana,  and  the  public 
lands.  In  respect  to  "internal  improve- 
ments," he  said:  "Disregarding  early 
impressions,  I  have  bestowed  on  the 
.subject  all  the  deliberation  which  its 
great  importance  and  a  just  sense  of 
my  duty  required,  and  the  re- 
sult is  a  settled  canTiction  in 
my  mind,  that  Congress  do  not  possess 
the  right.  It  is  not  contained  in  any 
of  the  specified  powers  g^ranted  to  Con- 
gress ;  nor  can  I  consider  it  incident  to, 
or  a  necessary  means,  viewed  on  the 
most  liberal  scale,  for  cairying  into  ef- 
fect any  of  the  powers  which  are  speci- 
fically granted."  Mr.Monroe,  therefore, 
su^ested  an  amendment  to  the  Con- 
stitution ;  in  which  he  thought  might 
be  included  the  right  of  Congress  to 
institute  "seminaries  of  learning,"  as 
one  very  important  branch  of  such 
"  improvements.*' 

Manufactures  and  machinery,  the 
public  buildmgs  at  Washington,  and 
"the  surviving  officers  and  soldieiu  of 
our  revolutionary  army,"  all  received 
their  due  share  of  attention ;  and  the 
message  concluded  with  a  paragraph  on 
the  subject  of  taxation : — "  It  apjiearing 
in  a  satisfactory  manner,  that  the  rev- 
oaue  arising  from  imposts  and  tonnage, 
and  firom  the  public  lands,  wOl  be  fully 
adequate  to  the  support  of  the  eivU 
goveniment^  of  the  present  militaiy 
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and  naval  establislimente,  including  tlie 
annual  angiuentatiou  of  the  latter  to 
the  extent  jirovided  for,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  tlie  interest  on  the  public  debt^ 
and  to  the  ^Etinguishment  of  it  at  the 
time  authorised,  irithout  the  aid  of  the 
internal  taxes,  I  oonader  it  my  duty  to 
recommend  to  Congress  their  repeal'^ 
The  president  added,  however,  a  prom- 
ise to  recommend  the  re-imposition  of 
tliein,  if  circumstances  should  seem  to 
indicate  the  necej>sity  of  such  a  stcjx 

The  debates  in  Cougrest*  during  thid 
oesdon  were  earnest  and  able:  yet,  we 
are  happy  to  say,  there  was  less  acerbity 
and  adimony  than  on  many  previons 
occasions,  and  the  principal  measures 
recommended  by  the  president  met  the 
approral  of  the  majority  in  ConcT'esg. 

Among  the  matters  to  which  early 
attention  was  (nven,  was  the  abolition 
of  the  iuteruiil  ta:ies.  The  duties  on 
licenses  to  dUtillen  and  olihers,  on  sales 
by  aoctbn,  pleasnre  carriages,  stamps, 
and  refined  sugar,  were,  by  one  act, 
removed.  The  duty  on  salt  was  ako 
marked  for  i*epeal ;  but,  prosperous  as 
the  finances  seemed,  apprehension  was 
expressed  by  the  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury, that  instead  of  a  surplus 
there  would  be  a  deficit,  if  all 
that  the  president  promised,  and  the 
people  expected,  were  given  np;  thu, 
therefore,  was  retained.  Some  of  tlie 
membei-s  thought  it  prudent  to  retain 
a  part  of  tlu  so  taxes;  hnt,  from  the 
difHcultv^  of  iiiakini'  a  selection  which 
would  prove  satisfactory,  the  repeal  was 
ciin  ied,  early  iu  the  seosion,  with  only 
five  dissentients. 

The  debates  showed  that^  in  some 
respects,  the  view  of  the  state  of  the 
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tountry  vas  rather  highly  colored  in 
the  message.  Tlie  finances  did,  un- 
doubtedly prosper  greatly,  and  the 
public  funds  were  at  a  premium ;  bat 
oommoce  had  not  recovered  from  the 
embargoes  and  other  paralyzing  acta 
preceding  and  accompanying  the  war, 
which,  without  them,  would  have  been 
sufficiently  injurious.  Excessive  im- 
portations liad  raised  the  jniblic  rev- 
enue, but  ruined  the  private  trader,  it 
w{i5  said;  and  the  most  profitable  of 
all  depai*tment,s  of  mercantile  enterprise 
— the  carrying  trade— was,  by  treaty, 
as  good  as  dosed  i^;Mnst  Amaiean 
ships.  Nd.ther  were  ^e  hanks  without 
Uieir  share  of  condenmation ;  they,  it 
seems,  were  contracting  their  credits, 
and  endeavoring  to  clofse  bad  accounts, 
and  to  recover  their  debt.'*,— proceed- 
ings never  popular  amongst  those  af- 
fected by  them,  and  yet  held  to  be 
indispensable  hcAk  for  ihe  banhs  and 
the  public  in  gemnlL  With  respect 
to  Great  Britain  and  her  commercial 
policy.  Congress  determined  upon  va- 
rious retaliatory  measures,  which  were 
discussed  with  earnestness  and  ability, 
clearly  evincing  the  general  sentiment 
of  the  country  uu  this  important  topic. 
Of  the  effect  produced  by  these  meas- 
ures, the  reader  will  be  better  able  to 
judge  as  we  proceed. 

For  the  purpose  of  compensating  for 
the  loss  of  the  internal  duties,  the  aboli- 
tion of  which  made  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide some  means  for  raising  the  revenue 
required  for  the  support  of  govfernmeut, 
and  of  aflurding  protect  ion  to  the  man- 
n&ctnres  of  the  eonntry,  some  changes 
were  made  in  the  tariff;  asmall  incrasse 
of  duty  was  laid  upon  some  &bric8|  such 
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as  coarse  cottoD  goods,  and  the  like ; 
ljut  tliere  bfinir  groat  oppo>ition  to  the 
tarltT  from  tlie  eoiiimcrcial  ami  other 
sections  of  the  country,  nothing  of  mo- 
ment was  accomplished  at  this  time  for 
the  encouragement  of  limiie  mAnn^sic- 
tnres. 

Noiwitliatanding  Mr.  MoDroe^  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  of  internal  improve- 
ments, (p.  310),  the  question  came  np 
and  was  Sh\y  and  fully  discussed  tiiis 
i  spssion.  The  committee  on  internal  im- 
jivovement.s  hroui^ht  iu  a  report,  and 
maintaiued  that  Congress  possessed  the 
power,  tinder  the  CODStitn^n,  of  appro- 
priating money  for  the  conalutuy 
tionof  nuHtaiyinAdfi,  post  roads, 
and  canals.  Henry  Clay,  Mr,  Lowndes, 
Mr.  Tucker,  and  others,  argued  strongly 
in  faror  of  the  comtitntionality  of  the 
proposed  system ;  and  ilessrs.  Clftggett, 
OiT,  Johnson,  Barbour,  and  others,  with 
equal  zeal  and  earnestness,  took  tlie 
opposite  ground  on  this  confessedly 
dlfficnlt  topic  On  the  qnestion  of  ap- 
proprlatiug  the  dividends  received  by 
the  United  States  from  the  shares  held 
in  the  national  l)ank  to  the  objects  under 
discussion,  there  was  a  ni"i'--rity  in  fa- 
vor of  such  disposition  of  the  public 
money ;  but  as  it  wag  soon  understood, 
that  the  president  would  feel  c-dled 
upon  to  veto  any  hill  in  support  of  the 
measure,  the  whole  sabject  was  pos^ 
]K)ned  to  a  futm-e  day. 

Eai'ly  in  January,  a  committee  of  the 
Hou^e  rey)orted  respecting  Amelia  Is- 
I'and,  and  Galveston,  in  Texa^'.  It  ap- 
pears, that  one  Gregor  M'Gregor,  who 
gave  out  that  he  had  received  a  com- 
misaion  as  a  general  from  ''the  United 
Provinoee  of  New  Granada  and  Yenes* 
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nela,"  in  oo^juiction  with  JiOuis  Aury, 
had  taken  possession  of  Amelia  Island, 
near  the  boundary  of  Georgia,  with 
the  avowed  intention  of  renewing  the 
attack  upon  East  Florida  fiuiu  tliat 
point  IfGiegor^  forces  called  them- 
selves the  |)a/nioto;  but  they  wereprin* 
dipally  made  np  of  ontbws  from  the 
United  States,  run-away  slaves,  smug- 
glers, vagrants  picked  up  by  chance  in 
the  ports  of  the  Southern  states,  in- 
cluding a  number  of  English  emissaries 
IVFGregor's  profea^ied  object  was  to  lib- 
erate the  province  and  obtain  its  an 
nexBtion  to  the  United  States. 

"OntheSOthof  Jnly,  mS^^'saysMo* 
nette,  **tiie  Spamsh  governor  entered 
into  a  capitulation  for  the  surrender  of 
the  province  to  the  patriot  forces ;  thus 
again  excluding  the  authority  of  Spain. 
But  with  this  incongruous  mass  of  reck- 
lesis  adveuturei-s,  no  permanent  govern- 
ment could  be  sustained.  Dissensions 
arose;  and  General  McGregor,  having 
been  supplanted  by  the  artfnl  intrigae 
of  Hubbaid,  and  having  been  indnoed 
to  b^eve  that  his  personal  security 
was  endangered  by  his  enemies,  retired 
from  the  command,  and  accompanied 
the  notorious  Captain  Woodbine  to 
Kugland.  It  was  not  long  before  Aury, 
(who  claimed  to  be  an  'admiral,'  under 
a  eommission  like  IFGregor's,)  lost  hia 
influence^  and  retired  also,  leaving  Hnb- 
bard  in  chief  command.  The  goveru- 
n  !  i  f.  niider  the  usurped  authority,  had 
but  short  duration.  To  prevent  the 
lawless  assemblage  which  concentrated 
near  the  frontier  of  tlie  Unittd  States, 
and  interrupted  the  due  ojHtratiou  of 
the  revenue  laws^  the  federal  govern- 
ment detennined  to  take  forcible  p09> 
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session  of  the  conut  ry,  until  Spain  ahonld 
be  able  to  maintain  her  authority  over 
it,    Aecordinc'lY,  on  the  1st  of 
January,  1818,  in  obedience  to 
inistmctions,  Major  J.  Bankhead  and 
Commodore  J.  B.  Henly,  with  a  divi- 
sion of  ifae  land  and  juml  forces  of  the 
United  Stales,  expelled  the  patriots 
and  took  posaeesion  of  the  conntiy."*  • 
The  pvesidentf  in  relation  to  this 
movement,  was  cnrefal  to  state,  that,  "in 

;  expelling  these  atlventurer??  from  these 
post8,  it  was  not  intended  to  make  any 
conquest  fi*om  Spain,  or  to  injure,  in 
any  degree,  the  iamse  of  the  oolonies." 
The  aeeratary  of  states  also,  inhisoflSdal 
report^  jnstiied  the  proeedure,  as  re- 
qmred  by  the  laws  of  nations,  as  well 
as  those  of  the  United  Stnte^. 

Mossisssippi  was  admittr  d  into  the 
Union  on  the  10th  of  December,  181Y, 
and  the  initiatory  steps  for  the  same 
purpose  wore  taken  by  the  territories 
ot  nEnois  and  Missonil  During  the 
aatmnn  of  the  same  year,  a  treaty 
was  oondnded  hy  eommisnoners  ap- 
pointed by  the  president  of  the  United 
States  and  the  ohiefe  of  the  Wyandot, 
Delaware,  Shnwanef^c,  Seneca,  0tt4>- 

I  wa«, Chippewa,  and  Potowatt  iniie  tribes 
of  Indians,  by  which  thef^e  1 1 ibes  ceded 
to  the  United  States  all  lands  which 


*  Preriously  to  tbis,  in  the  summer  of  1816,  Louis 
Anrf,  mentianri  alMm^'liad  loitlwnd  m  Imd  of  brig- 
ands an<l  dcvporaflocs  on  ?n:ike  Islnnd.  on  tlse  coast  of 
Texas,  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  vest  of  the 
moQUi  of  (be  lOMHlppL  Suog^g,  fiinlkiJ  dcpre- 
ditions  on  ri)tniiirr<\\  introflnrtion  of  slntcs  in  vinlation 
of  lav,  and  the  like,  formed  the  occupatioD  of  these 
tdfeaoatthiM  pstrioti.  Aurjv  in  Aprfl,  1817,  ra- 
movcd  furtber  west,  to  Matagorda,  tut  n malncd  ouly 
»  iboit  tmo.    He  theojotned  H'Gregpr  at  Am^ 

Uud. 


they  claimed  within  the  limits  of  Ohia 

The  Indians  were,  at  their  option,  to 
remain  on  the  ceded  lar.ds  snbject  to 
the  laws  of  the  state  and  of  the  United 
States. 

The  attention  of  Congress  was  alao  ! 
devoted  to  the  question  of  a  bankrupt  I 
law;  the  ncgotiatioos  with  Spain;  the  I 

Seminole  war;  the  sending  a  minister 
to  La  Plata ;  and  other  topics  of  less 
moment.  Our  limits  do  not  admit  of 
details;  we  can  only  refer  to  the  de-  j 
bates  of  Congress,  and  the  lives  and  I 
works  of  such  men  as  Henry  Clay, 
Daniel  Webster,  and  JTofan  a  Galhomi. 
Ctai  the  20th  of  April,  tins  hmy  sesBion 
of  CoDgress  was  dosed  by  an  adjoom- 
ment  to  the  third  Monday  in  Ko* 
vember. 

While  the  adventurers  at  Galveston 
and  Amelia  Island  were  occupied  in 
their  schemes,  a  war  was  begun  on  the 
frontier  of  the  United  States  and  Flor- 
ida. Sp.iin,  though  she  had  gained 
possesdon  of  the  province  in  178S,  had 
never,  in  fiel^  leocenpied  the  coimtiy ; 
but  it  was  left  almost  entirely  to  out' 
laws,  smugglers,  buccaneers,  and  the 
like;  uncontrolled,  except  here  and 
there  by  a  small  military  post.  The 
Seminole  Indians,  who  occupied  lands 
on  the  confines  of  the  province,  partly 
in  Florida  and  partiy  in  the  UnHed 
States,  had  been  guil^  of  various  acts 
of  outrage.  loud  complaints  began  to 
be  made  by  the  people  of  Geoi^;  and 
General  Gaines,  wlio  commanded  in 
that  qnai-ter,  liaviug  demanded  of  the 
Lidians  on  the  Flint  Kiver  surrender 
of  tsome  persons  whom  he  charged  with 
murder,  was  met  by  a  decided  refusal; 
I  on  the  ground  that  they  were  not  the 
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agroressorg.    Added  to  tliis  ground  of 
complaint  on  both  sides,  tliere  was  soon 
afterwai'Js  some  violence  em- 
ployed^  in  obtaining  possesion 
of  the  tenitoiy  ceded  to  the  United 
States  hj  the  last  Greek  treaties;  tio- 
lence  for  which  the  Indians  took  re- 
,  venge  in  December,  by  attack  Inf?  a 
I  })o:it  laden  with  supplies,  on  the  Appa- 
!  iacliicolii,  and  killing  above  forty  pcr- 
j  sous  who  were  on  l)oard,  some  of  them 
being  women  and  children. 

So  Boou  as  the  attack  on  the  boat 
was  known,  the  govemmoit  aathorized 
Genernl  Gaines  to  adyanee  into  Florida 
*^  if  neoesBary  f  hat  specially  inatracted 
him  not  to  attack  a  fort,  if  the  Indians 
should  take  shelter  under  the  guns  of 
any,  "  but  to  report  the  fact."  General 
Jackson,  who  was  the  principal  officer 
in  the  south,  at  the  same  time  received 
orders,  at  the  close  of  December,  to  put 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  moTement ; 
and  he  was  empowered  to  call  out  a 
unlitiA  force  firom  Ms  own  state,  in  ad- 
dition to  that  which  had  been  raised  in 
Georgia. 

Early  in  January,  General  Jackson, 
at  the  head  of  a  formidable  band  of 
I  Tennessee  voUititeei-s,  set  out  for  the 
seat  of  war.  Before  the  end  of  tlie 
month,  he  oondoded  a  treaty  with  that 
part  of  the  Creek  nation  which  was 
friendly  to  the  United  States ;  and  se- 
cnredtiieir  assistance  agaiast  the  Smi- 
inolcs.    On  the  1st  of  March, 

tais* 

he  reached  Fort  Scott,  on  the 
I  Appalachicola ;  having'  now  under  his 
command  above  four  thousand  men,  a 
force  exceeding  in  number  the  whole 
of  the  nation  he  was  about  to  attack^ 
Inelading  both  womeai  and  children. 


ProvLsioiLs  running  short,  lie  hastened 
southward  without  delay,  employing 
his  Indians  to  scour  the  whole  country 
round  the  line  of  march,  by  wluch 
means  he  aeenred  a  great  number  of 
prisonere  from  the  enemy.  Onthedte 
of  tlie  stronghold  wliic^  the  negroes 
had  held,  and  been  dispossessed  in  1816, 
Jackson  built  a  fort,  and  named  it  Fort 
Gadsden;  an<l  this  he  made  use  of  as 
a  dep6t  for  supplies. 

On  the  1st  of  April,  the  Creek  towns 
on  Mickasokie  Lake,  and  the  Ocilla 
Kiver,  were  stormed  and  destroyed, 
and  cattle  and  com  in  abundance  was 
taken.  Here,  too,  was  found  a  red- 
painted  ^far-pole,  from  which  were  sus- 
pended a  great  cluster  of  scalps ;  fifty 
of  them,  it  was  paid ;  and,  sa  might 
have  been  expected,  including  those 
of  e^  ery  sex  and  age.  Beside  these, 
there  were  some  two  hundred  and  fifty 
others  of  these  horrid  trophies  ibund, 
a  ciremnstanoe  which  naturally  enough 
shocked  Jackson  and  his  men. 

The  American  conmiander  was  not 
a  man  easily  deterred  by  difficulties  or 
scruples.  Having  no  doubts  in  his 
mind  of  the  complicity  of  tlie  Spaniards 
and  of  their  furnishing  snj)plies  U>  the 
SeminoleSjhe  marched  tbrward,  without 
delay,  to  St.  Mark^s^  a  small  Spanuh 
post,  with  afort^  at  the  head  of  Appft- 
ladhioola  Bay.  After  a  £Mble  redst- 
ance,  the  fort  surrendered,  and  was 
occupied  by  American  forces. 

While  here,  Jackson  took  prisoners, 
a  Scotch  trader,  from  New  Providence, 
named  Alexander  Arbuthnot,  and  goon 
after  Robert  C.  iVmbrLster,  a  native  of 
the  same  province.  Both  were  engaged 
in  active  trade  with  the  Li^ans,  and 
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were  chained  with  stimulating  them  to 
hostilities.  To  most  of  persons,  the 
question  aa  to  what  disposition  was  to 
be  made  of  these  men,  would  have 
caused  some  ht^tation  and  uncertainty ; 
but  JiekBcu  was  prompt  m  lik  deteP' 
aunaiMMi,  and  marked  oat  Im  eotine  as 
d&cmy^y  as  if  it  admitted  of  not  a 
moment^  donbtb  On  the  20th  of  April, 
he  detailed  a  conrt-martial,  consisting 
of  Gpn^'ral  (rniiies  as  president,  and  a 
large  number  of  otlier  ollicers,  lor  the 
1  purpose  of  investigating  the  charges 
against  Arbuthnot  and  iVmbrister,  and 
deciding  upon  their  guilt  or  innocence, 
and  wliat  pmilshment^  if  any,  should  be 
inflicted. 

The  char^  against  Aibnthnot  were 
the  following:  Ist.  "For  exciting  and 
stiiTing  np  the  Creek  Indians  to  war 
i  against  the  United  States  and  her  citi- 
uen",  he  being  a  suVgect  of  Great  Brit- 
aui,  with  whom  the  United  States  are 
at  peace.*  2d.  ♦*For  acting  as  a  spy, 
aiding,  abettang,  and  comforting  the 
enony,  and  anpplying  them  with  the 
means  of  war."  8d.  "Fop  exciting  the 
Indians  to  murder  and  destroy  William 
Hamblyand  Ivbnnnd  Doyle,  confiscate 
their  property,  and  causing  their  arrest, 
with  a  view  to  their  condemnation  to 
death,  and  the  seizure  of  their  property, 
they  being  citaaens  of  Spain;  on  ao* 
comit  of  thdr  actiTB  and  aealous  ezei> 
tions  to  maintain  peace  between 
Spain,  the  TJnited  States,  and 
the  Indians."  He  was  foond  guilty  of 
the  fii'st  and  second  eharge,  omitting  the 
words  '^acting  as  a  spy,"  and  sentenced 
to  be  hong. 

The  next  day,  Am bri star's  trial  was 
entered  upon.    The  charges  against 


him  were:  1st.  "Aiding,  abetting,  and 

comforting  the  enemy,  and  supplying 
them  with  the  means  of  war,  he  being 
a  subject  of  Great  Britain,  who  wa.s  ut 
peace  with  the  United  States,  and  late 
an  officer  in  the  British  oohmial  ma^ 
rines."  3d.  Leading  and  oommand' 
mg  the  Lower  Greek  Lidians,  UL  any' 
ing  on  war  against  the  United  States." 
The  court-martial  found  him  gmlty  oi 
both  charges,  and  sentenced  him  to  be 
shot;  but,  on  reconsideration,  changed 
the  sentence  to  fifty  lasiheg  and  confine- 
ment with  hard  lalior  for  a  year.  On 
the  d9A  of  April,  General  JaefeBon 
ap|»0Ted  the  sentence  of  the  courts  in 
the  case  of  Arbatibnot^  and  slso^  the 
fint  sentence  of  the  same  body,  in  i» 
spect  to  Ambrister;  and  ordered  them 
both  to  be  executed  the  next  day. 

Victv)nons  in  East  Florida,  where  he 
had  slain  about  f?ixty  of  the  enemy,  and 
burnt  seven  hundied  huts,  shot  one 
Indian  trader,  hung  anothar,  and  also 
two  Indians,  captured  by  stratagem, 
and  lost  twenty  of  his  allied  Greeks, 
General  Jackson  now  marched  against 
Pensacola ;  where,  as  usual,  the  Indians 
liad  been  sheltered  by  the  Spanish  au- 
thorities. The  governor  of  the  place 
protested  against  the  invasion  of  the 
proNdnce,  and  declared  his  deteirumti- 
tim  to  resist  But  aa  this  did  not  stay 
the  advance  of  Jackson,  he  retired  to 
the  fort  at  the  Baraneas,  and  left  Pen;- 
sacola  mLdefended,  for  the  Americans 
to  take  posfsession  of  without  a  blow. 
Three  days  later,  the  army  marched  to 
the  Baraiuasi,  raised  a  breast  work  in 
the  night,  and  ])ombar(led  the  Ibrtress, 
which,  on  the  27  th  of  May,  wiis  Burren- 
derod  to  the  United  States.  TheSpan 
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ish  civil  and  military  aTithoTlties  were 
transported  to  Havana^  and  the  province 
was  occupied  by  the  American  trooj)3. 
Colonel  King  was  appointed  civil  and 
military  governor,  tLe  Spanish  remane 
laws  were  iibalished,  and  all  the  neoeB* 
sary  officers  of  tlie  new  govanment 
appointed.    General  Jackson  then  re- 

'  turned  to  Nashville,  leaving  General 
Gaines  in  command.  But  early  in  Au- 
gust, he  ordered  Gaines  to  f  ake  posses- 
sion of  St.  Augustine,  on  the  ground 

!  that  the  Indians  had  been  supplied 
there  widi  ammuniticn  to  caixy  on  the 
war.  Immediately  on  this  order  be- 
coming Icnown  to  the  war  depaitment, 
it  was  countermanded. 

The  proceedings  of  General  Jackson 
cansed  groat  excitement  throughout  the 
country,  and  severe  censures  were  freely 
bestowed  npon.  measures  which  were 
held  to  be  of  the  most  high-handed 
character.  The  meetmg  of  CongreeBy 
and  the  oouise  which  the  govemment 
would  pursue  in  thismatta'fWttelooked 
for  with  deep  intnest  not  nmnmgled 
with  apprehension. 

During  the  recess  of  CoTigress,  Mr. 
Monroe  paid  a  visit  to  the  towns  and 
coasts  of  Chesapeake  Bay,  for  the  pur- 
pose offflounining  the  forte  and  defences 
in  that  qnarter,  and  of  sdeeting  a  dte 
for  a  naval  ddp6t.  He  retmned  bythe 
interior  of  Virginia  to  Washington, 
about  the  middle  of  Jane;  and  the 
national  legislature  re-assembled  on  the 
16  th  of  November.  The  message  was 
sent  in  the  next  day,  and  contained  a 
full  and  interesting  summary  of  allaxrs 
for  the  ctmsdetation  of  CSoiigrese.  The 
country  waa  represented  aa  bemg  m  a 
PNapeiOQB  condition;  crops  abnndant^ 


commerce  flourishing,  and  the  revenue 
steadily  increasing.  The  relations  with 
Spain  were  unsettled  as  hut 
with  all  other  powers,  there  was 
peace  and  amily  listing.  Xheieo^;iti 
into  the  treasiuy  for  the  fiiBfe  tloee 
quarters  of  the  year,  the  praaident 
stated,  had  exceeded  $17,000,000.  On 
the  Ist  of  January  of  the  next  year, 
more  than  $2,000,000  would  itnnain  in 
the  treasury,  and  the  reverme  for  the 
year  was  estimated  at  $26,000,000; 
other  topics,  relating  to  home  afifairg 
principally,  were  urged  upon  tiie  notice 
of  Congreas. 

The  bank  of  (he  United  Stales,  fiom 
the  establishment  of  which  great  ex- 
pectations of  advantage  had  been  form- 
ed, did  not  accomplish  all  tluvt  the  pt'o- 
ple  desired.  The  consequence  was,  that 
loud  complaints  were  made,  aod  charges 
of  mismanagement  were  freely  circo- 
lated  against  the  direetom  of  the  bank. 
At  the  time  when  CkmgresB  assemUedf 
and  the  president  presented  his  flatter- 
ing picture  of  the  rtate  of  things  in  the 
United  States  generally,  the  bank  waa 
evidently  getting  into  an  excee<lingly 
unsatisfactory  condition ;  and  the  great- 
est fears  were  every  where  entertained 
in  consequence.  A  commitee  of  in- 
quiry was  appointed,  with  John  C. 
Spenc^  at  the  head,  who  ascertained 
some  of  the  immediate  causes  of  this  ;* 
and  they  reqnire  the  best  attention  of 
the  reader,  as  well  because  of  tlieir  in- 
trinsic importance,  as  of  the  large  share 


*  The  committee  consisted  of  Xfcssrs.  Spcoevv 
Lowfulc;,  M'T.anc,  BryfU),  and  Tyler.  Tl:  ir  roT'^rt, 
which  was  very  eli^iuto,  was  brought  in  oa  tha  Idth 
<ir  Jamtt7,18l9L 
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of  poUio  concern  whicli  has  been  he- 
stowed  upon  the  qaestkn  of  a  national 
bank  and  Us  advantages  and  disadyan- 

tages. 

ITie  actual  specie  capital  jiobsejijed 
by  the  bank,  when  iaii&t  entering  upon 
tilie  tnoisactioii  of  buainess,  was  only 
$2,000,000,  a  snni  enttrelj  insaffident 
for  the  pmposet  of  ihe  SnstittitioiL  A 
special  agent  accardin^y  mm  sent  to 
England,  at  a  sakry  of  $20,000,  to  con- 
tract for  specie;  and  "betTTcen  July, 
1817,  and  December,  1818,  upwards  of 
$7,250,000  were  obtained  and  imported 
into  the  United  States.  But  the  cost 
at  which  this  was  done  was  enormous, 
being  nune  than  half  a  nulBoai  of 
dollan. 

Numerically,  as  it  might,  perhaps, 
have  been  ezpeiBted  under  the  then  ex- 
iatui^  circumstances,  the  speculntor^ 
who  held  shares  in  tlie  bank  lar 
exceeded  the  capitalists;  imd 
the  former  cLam  having  thus  gained 
the  dnreetimi  cf  ito  operations,  they 
took  cam  togmde  them  so  aa  to  Becoie 
advaatageB  and  profit  for  themaelvea, 
without  regard  either  to  the  legitimate 
object  of  the  establishment  of  the  bank, 
or  claims  of  tliosc  whofe  cnpitjil, 
put  into  the  concern,  was  its  only  avail- 
able means  of  working  or  subsist  in;;. 
The  particular  way  in  w  hich  they  em- 
ployed their  power,  was  tiie  device  and 
perfection  of  a  scheme  of  Btodgobbing 
in  bank  ahares,  the  like  to  which  has 
not  often  been  attempted  in  this  par- 
tionlar  species  of  gam  1>I  i  n  The  mode 
of  operations  was  something  after  tlii'^ 
Bort.  It  was  agreed  to  discount  the 
notes  of  stockholders  for  the  payment 
of  their  in&taiment<j,  upon  the  pledge 
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of  their  stock,  without  any  other  aee» 
rity;  first,  at  par,  and  aifterwards  for 

twenty-five  per  cent,  more  than  the 
nominal  amount ;  requirincr,  Lowevei; 
an  endorser  for  the  excess.  These  stock* 
notes,  aa  they  wcro  termed,  were  re- 
cced indefinitely,  at  the  pleasure  of 
the  stockholden.  And  as  a  neeeaBary 
and  foreseen  o(H»eqnaice,  ahares  were 
bought  witihoat  the  advance  of  a  cent. 
An  adventurer  would  engage  a  certain 
number  of  shares,  apply  to  the  directors 
for  a  loan  on  the  pledge  of  the  stock 
engaged,  and  by  what  was  called  a 
"  simultaneous  operation,^'  the  stock  was 
transferred  to  him,  pledged  to  the  bank, 
and  the  diseoont  nude,  witih  the  avaib 
of  which  he  paid  fbr  his  stock:  a  rise 
in  the  market  would  enftble  him  to  sell 
his  stock  at  an  advance,  pocket  the  di& 
ferenc<»,  and  commence  new  operations. 
As  a  further  consequence,  the  price  of 
shares  rose,  till,  about  the  begtuumg  of 
September,  1817,  they  reached  $156.50 
a  shaie ;  and  at  last,  all  of  a  sudden, 
soon  after  Coogieas  had  iK^un  to  in- 
quire teBpe&&ag  the  biuineaB,  and  no 
doubt  because  of  the  inquiry,  the  bub- 
ble burst,  and  they  fell  from  $166.50 
to  $110,  and  then*'<^  to  ^90  a  share; 
dissi[)ating  liundrcds  of  ima^ary  for- 
tunes, and  changing  many  shareholdeiB 
in  the  bank  into  banki  upis. 

The  city  of  Baltimore  was  tiie  prii^ 
cipal  scene  of  these  operations;  the 
Tnanagsment  of  that  branch  having 
fallen  almost  exclusively  into  the  hands 
of  persons  without  capital,  and  without 
principle.  Two  or  three  houses,  in 
which  snme  of  the  directoi-^^  had  an  in 
terest,  drew  from  the  bank  ^1,500,000, 
and  the  defalcations  in  the  Baltimore 
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bnmeh  alone  aiUMmted  to  $1,700,000 ; 

a  sum  about  equal  to  the  abrogate 
amount  <>f  los.>e:j  at  the  paMnt  bank 
and  all  tiie  other  branches. 

Nor  was  this  the  only  way  in  which 
the  institution  was  injured  by  these 
speculations.  One  of  the  chief  benefits 
expected  fixmx  it|£>r  the  trnkii  et  large, 
was  the  creation  of  a  general  cmreDcy 
of  uniform  value ;  by  which  the  greater 
part  of  the  evils  affecting  the  badmeea 
traasactiong  of  the  country  would  have 
been  remedied  or  prevented.  And  for 
this  purpose  it  was  requisite  that  bills 
issued  by  any  particular  branch,  and, 
according  to  iJieh'  tenor,  payable  at 
that  bnutcli  only,  ahovild  be  Tecdved 
and  paid,  bolih  at  the  parent  bank  and 
all  its  branches.  Until  Jnly,  1818,  this 
plan  was  followed;  bat  most  of  the 
enormous  quantity  of  paper  emitted  in 
the  southern  and  western  states,  by  the 
regular  course  of  trade  found  its  way 
to  the  north,  and  in  self-defence  the 
branches  there  were  at  last  compelled 
to  rejfuse  payment,  and  then  the  bank 
ordered  the  payment  of  bills  at  the 
branches  issmng  them  alone,  bo  that 
this  first  attempt  to  get  a  nmfbrm  cur* 
rency  proved  fruitless. 

One  of  tlie  worst  features  in  tlie 
whole  case  was  this ;  some  of  tiie  most 
prominent  of  the  directors,  both  those 
elected  by  the  shareholders  and  those 
nominated  hj  the  goyeniment,  were 
implicated  in  these  schemes  and  speco- 
lations ;  and  the  parent  bank  at  Phila- 
delj»hia  itself  was  induced  to  imitate 
the  dishonest  proceedings  at  Baltimore, 
to  the  injury  of  Kcw  York  and  iiostou. 

The  committee,  named  above,  entered 
into  a  most  careful  investigation  of  the  | 


whole  matter,  and  in  their  report  set 
forth  the  real  causes  of  the  embarrass* 

ments  of  the  bank;  the  consequence 
of  which  w:is,  that  Mr.  William  Jones^ 

the  ])ro?ident,  and  others  of  the 

IBltik 

managers,  resigned  their  posts. 
Stringent  measures  were  recommended 
by  the  oommittoe,  and  seroral  lesolnp 
tioDS  ofibed  in  reepect  to  what  were 

considered  violatums  of  the  charter  of 
the  bank.*  A  new  board  of  directaon 

was  chosen,  and  Langdon  Chevcs,  whose 
reputation  as  a  financier  stood  do 
Bervedly  high,  waa  appointed  president. 
Under  his  able  and  vigilant  control 
matteis  speedily  assumed  a  brighter 
aspect  The  stock  found  its  way  into 
the  hands  of  real  eapitalists,  and  rose 
again  in  valne  to  |130  per  ehare.  The 
affairs  of  the  institntion  were  minutely 
examined,  and  a  careful  and  trustwor- 
thy statement  was  publi^jherl,  which 
quite  reassured  the  Tninds  of  tlic  share- 
holders. The  moat  prudent  measures, 
in  borrowing  specie,  curtailing  dis- 
emmiB,  arranging  the  relations  of  tiie 
branches,  and  prosecating  defindten, 
were  adopted ;  and  not  only  was  bank- 
ruptcy averted,  bnt  the  establishment, 
after  a  short  season  of  uncertainty  and 
nnpopularit)',  began  to  recover  from  its 
losses,  and  to  regain  and  to  deserve  the 
confidence  of  the  mercantile  world. 
The  president,  not  long  after  the 


*  A  dtaiMfaflwdwilCTdlawdliioindmiliitltolwTO 

mora  tlian  thirty  votes,  no  mattcT  what  (he  nitmbcr  of 
hu  shares  in  the  bank  might  be.  The  speculators  of 
BaltinioraTeiiyaidrdaranded  die  force  of  tins  pro^ 
sion  of  the  charter,  by  subscribing  for  single;  shar«<  in 
the  otuiMe  of  other  peoj^lc^  who  g^ve  them  poweiB  of 
attoniej  to  Tote  tir  them  eft  the  meetii^sii,  Slid  dniiied 
flic  pwm  of  trrclvc  and  a-half  ct'nts  for  f he  risk  CQteiled 
by  their  participation  in  this  groix  fraud  I 
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oommenfleinent  of  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, oommimicated  to  both  Houses  all 
the  papers  relative  to  the  Seminole 
war.  In  the  Senate  they  were  referred 
t/)  H  committee  of  five,  Messrs.  Burrell, 
Lacock,  Eppes,  King,  and  JLatuu.  The 
flntihree  oomcaxTed  in  a  leport  counir' 
mg  in  very  severe  temu  the  whole  con- 
duet  of  General  Jackson  in  inTading 
Florida,  and  potting  to  deaih  Arbntb* 
not  and  Ambrister.  The  other  mem- 
bers of  the  committee  jnstiiied  his  pro- 
ceedings ;  but,  as  tlie  report  was  made 
near  the  close  of  the  session,  no  vote 
was  taken  on  the  subject.  In  the  Honse, 
tbe  militaiy  oommhteei  to  whom  the 
papers  had  hsm  lefiarred,  vere  divided 
in  opinion  in  a  siniilar  manner  with  the 
Senate's  committee.  Four  of  the  com- 
mittee denounced  Jackson's  conduct; 
three  of  their  number  vindicated  it 
t.hron<i;hout,  and  declared  that  he  de- 
served tlie  thaakd  of  the  country.  The 
debate  was  begun  on  the  18th  of  Jau- 
oaay,  and  oeeii|Hed  the  House  for  nearly 
three  weeka.  Tlie  iMst  talent  of  the 
country  was  enlisted  on  both  sides. 
The  eloquent  Henry  Clay  was  as- 
tonnded  at  the  violence  and  lawless 
nf-m  of  General  Jackson's  proceedinfp?. 
"I  hope  gentlemen  will  deliberately 
survey  the  awful  Isthmus  on  which  we 
(rtand,"  he  said,  in  concluding  hid  lung 
and  able  speech ;  they  may  bear  down 
all  opposition ;  they  may  even  vote  the 
genwal  ihe  pnblie  thanikB;  they  may 
carry  him  trinmplianily  through  this 
House;  but,  if  they  do,  in  my  hum- 
ble judgment,  it  will  be  a  triumph  of 
the  princi|)le  of  insubordination,  a  tri- 
umph of  the  military  over  the  civil  au- 
thority, a  triumph  over  the  powers  of. 
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this  House,  a  triumph  over  tbe  CodbH' 
tution  of  the  laud.  And  I  pray  most 
devoutly  to  heaven,  that  it  may  not 
prove,  in  its  ultimate  effects  and  conse- 
quences, a  triumph  over  the  liberties  of 
the  people."* 

"Mr,  Oobb,  "Mr,  Hopkmson,  Mr.  Kel- 
son, and  others,  joined  their  YcdoeaiRth 
Hr.  day^  in  condemnation;  wlule  Mr. 
B.  21  Joihnson,  Atr.  Holmes,  and  other 
men  of  equal  ability  and  foro^  defend- 
ed the  measnres  of  Jackson,  and  claimed 
that  he  had  added  new  laurels  to  those 
which  he  had  so  nobly  won  at  Kew 
Orleans.  When  the  vote  was  taken  in 
the  HoQse  on  Uie  lesolntioiiB  oensnring 
General  Jaokaon,  they  were  kiat  ^^^^ 
by  mi^oiitiea  of  ihiity  and  for- 
ty ;  which  demonstrated,  that,  whatever 
may  be  said  of  the  measures  of  the 
American  general  in  the  conduct  of  this 
war,  and  however  doubtful  they  may 
ap])ear  on  a  c:dm  and  candid  investigfV- 
tion  of  them,  Congress  was  willing  to 
pan  a  decided  yote  of  afyproTal,  and 
the  people  were  ready  to  glorify  one 
whose  dedeion  of  character,  no  less 
than  his  energy  and  military  ability, 
po««SBed  the  highest  attractions  for  the 
popular  eye.  The  president  and  cabi- 
net also,  principally,  it  is  said,  through 
the  influence  of  Mr.  Adams,  expressed 
their  approbation  of  the  conduct  of 
General  Jacikaon. 

IDinoia  was  admitted  into  the  XTnion 
by  a  leaolntion  adopted  on  the  8d  of 
December,  1818.  The  southern  part 
of  the  Missouri  Territory'  took  the  first 
step  towards  becoming  a  state,  by  ap* 


*  See  Moon's  "Amtriean  .SZsfHMMii'*  voi  iL, 

278-88. 
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plying  to  Congnas  to  be  erected  into  a 
territorial  government,  to  Ite  culled 
Arkansas;  and  the  territories  of  Ala- 
bama and  Missouri  took  the  second  step 
in  Februaiy,  1819,  of  appljrjig  to  be 
admitted  as  states  of  the  Union.  Mr. 
TaUmadge  m  the  House,  proposed  to 
fix  a  limit  to  the  existence  ci  abtTeiy 
in  the  new  state  of  ^Missouri,  prohibit- 
ing tJie  introdnetion  of  slaves,  and  grad- 
ually emancipatini^  those  then  in  bond- 
age. The  discussion  soon  became  warm 
and  urgent  on  both  sides  of  the  slavei-y 
qn^ion ;  but  the  proposal  of  Mr.  Tall- 
madge  was  coiried,  and  the  bill  was 
B6iit  to  the  Senate*  The  Senate  refiised 
to  concnr  in  the  danaes  agmnst  alayery, 
by  a  vote  of  twen^-two  to  uxteen. 
The  House  insisted  on  retaining  the 
clause  prohibiting  slavery  generally; 
but  neither  receding  on  this  point,  the 
bill  was  loHt.  The  whole  subject  was 
consequently  laid  over  till  the  next 
Congress,  when,  iM  we  c>hall  aee,  the 

'^Hbsonri  Qaestion"  gave  rise  to  soenea 
of  ezdtemmt  and  discord  hardly  to  he 
paralleled  in  onr  annaJs. 

Aa  to  Alabaaoa,  there  seemed  to  he 
no  great  dilFcrenco  of  opinion  in  Con- 
p:re?3,  and  it  was  agreed  witliont  diffi- 
culty to  admit  it  m  a  slave  state.  This 
wan  accord i I) <::,''ly  done  on  the  14th  of 
December,  1819.  Coutemporaueously 
with  the  action  named  above  in  regard 
to  Missonri,  the  question  of  restricting 
Ihe  duration  of  slaveiy  in  Arkanww 
Territory  was  also  discussed  and  voted 
down  in  both  Honses^  thus  afibrding  to 
the  southern  men  the  adrai«ision  of  their 
opponents,  in  addition  to  their  <wrn  ar- 
gument?, to  be  urged  on  this  much  liti- 
gated q^uestion. 


Early  in  Jannaxy,  Mr.  Calhoun,  the 

secretary  of  war,  made  an  able  report  j 
on  roads  and  canals,  with  a  view  to 
military  operations.  In  this  ro-  ^^^^ 
port  he  said,  that  he  regarded 
a  judicious  system  of  roads  and  canals, 
eonstroeted  £>r  the  conyenienee  of  com- 
meroe,  and  the  transmisEnan  of  the  mail, 
alone,  irithont  re&renoe  to  nulitaiy 
operations,  as  amongst  the  moateffident 
means  of  defence ;  since  the  same  roads 
find  canals  would,  with  few  exceptions, 
be  required  for  these  operations;  and 
such  a  system,  by  consolidating  the 
Union,  and  increasing  its  wealth  and 
fiscal  capadly,  would  greatly  add  to  Ihe 
resooroea  of  war.  Mr.  Oilhonn  abo 
suggested  the  empbyment  of  the  leg^ 
ular  troops  in  the  construction  of  some 
of  the  lines  of  conununication  which 
he   indicated;  and   Congresa  so  far 
adopted  the  suggestion  aa  to  appropriate 
$10,000  for  tlie  increase  of  the  pay  of  • 
the  soldiers  who  should  be  so  eniployed.  ' 
An  appropriation  of  $500|000  was  also  | 
made  towards  the  oonstmetion  of  the  ' 
Gomberland  Boad,  a  projeet  with  which  | 
Henry  Clay  soon  after  became  person- 
ally  identified. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  month  of 
January,  Mr.  Lowndes  made  a  full  and  i 
satMactory  report  on  the  subject  of  j 
weights  and  measures ;  and  also  on  the 
subject  of  foreign  coins  in  the  United 
States,  their  vidtt^  etc.  The  sugges- 
tioos  and  statements  of  the  committee 
are  ()f  great  interest  and  value. 

Notwithstanding  the  mipleasant  pes-  i 
ture  of  aflTflirs  caused  by  (xeneral  Jack-  ' 
son's  march  into  Florida,  negotiations  j 
were  pushed  forward  with  the  Spanish 
mimster,  and  a  treaty  was  concluded 
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and  signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  by 
which  Florida  was  oeded  to  the  United 
States  for  $5,000,000.  ThetreslywBS 
not^  however,  to  be  inomnlgated  until 

it  was  ratified  by  Spain ;  and  the  11101167 
was  to  be  paid  to  the  citizens  of  the 
j  United  States,  on  account  of  spoliations 
by  Spain  on  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  the 
session  was  a  bill  aathorizing  the  presi- 
dent to  take  possession  of  East  and 
West  Fknida.  The  king  and  court  of 
Spain,  however,  protraeted  the  matter 
when  it  was  sabmitted  to  them,  great- 
ly to  the  diflgnst  of  Mr.  Forsyth,  the 
American  envoy;  and  it  was  not  till 
more  than  a  year  had  elapsed  that  his 
majesty  saw  fit  to  ratify  the  treaty;  it 
was  finally  ratified  on  the  24th  of  Oc- 
tober, 1820, 

On  tbe  8d  of  Ujndi  this  1)1187  sesrion 
terminated,  and  the  ftfteenth  Congress 
brought  its  kboxB  to  a  dose. 

B^re  concluding  the  presmt  chap- 
ter, we  must  ffv^  some  attentUMl  to 
I  another  topic,  belont^ins;  to  the  present 
<  period,  and  which  w;us  of  no  less  interest 
than  moment  to  a  large  nnmber  of  onr 
feilow-citizenij.  American  commerce 
had  suffered  so  severely  from  the  BpoU- 
atioDS  of  the  belligerent  powers  of  Ea< 
rope,  that  when  peace  returned,  H  was 
determined  to  ouleavor  to  obtain  as 
speedy  redress  as  was  possible.  The 
treaty  of  Ghent  Iiad  settled  the  qnes?- 
tion  of  these  claims,  as  far  as  Great 
Britain  was  concerned ;  bnt  there  still 
remained  those  against  France,  Spain, 
Naples,  Holland,  and  Denmark — some 
of  them  dating  from  before  1800— to 
be  brought  to  a  setHement 
Mr.  William  fiiibi67  was  chaiged 
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by  the  president,  in  1816,  with  a  special 
mission  to  Naples,  before  proceeding  to 
Bnssia  as  envo7  of  the  United  States 
to  that  court  His  object  was 

to  endeavor  to  pm^Juliipcii  the 
king  of  Naples  to  make  restitation  for 
the  losses  sastaiued  by  onr  merchants, 
in  consequence  of  seizure  and  confisca- 
tion of  tlieir  property  during  the  reign 
of  Murat,  The  sovereign  now  on  the 
throne,  however,  found  it  convenient  to 
decfine  all  respoziBibility  for  what  had 
happened  mider  his  predecesBor;  and 
Mr.  Finkne7  departed  ftcaa.  Naples 
without  obtaioing  any  redress  what- 
ever. Nor  was  Eustis  more  succeasM 
at  the  Hague.  There,  too,  the  course 
adopted  by  Naples  vraa  found  equally  1 
cuuvenient,  and  a  formal  disclaimer 
was  put  forth  against  being  held  to 
answer  for  acts  done  mider  Hie  Napo- 
leonic dTnasty.  Wiih  Denmail^  like- 
wise, nothing  coidd  be  accomplished. 

Similar  objectaons  to  man7  <tf  the 
claims  made  upon  the  Spanish  govern* 
ment  also,  were  urj^ed  in  the  course 
of  the  loDC!"  and  tedious  negotiations 
with  that  court.  Neither  did  an  offer, 
in  JaiiLuuy,  1818,  to  accept  the  cession 
of  Florida  as  IdU  compegsaticni 
of  these  chums,  lead  to  a  more 
8ads£aotoi7resalt;  although  it  was  sc^ 
ported  b7th^propo8al  to  be  contented 
with  a  narrower  boundary  for  Loniai?- 
ana,  on  the  side  next  Texas.  The 
Spanish  nniba?'=!!idor  declined  to  open  ne- 
gotiations, until  that  part  of  Florida,  of 
which,  as  we  have  said  above  (p.  316), 
the  United  States  had  taken  possession, 
'  was  restored.  He  also  complained,  and 
widi  some  show  of  justice,  of  the  yio* 
lations  of  nentmlily  whidi  had  been 
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tolfflvted,  diough  prodaimed  againsfc^ 
hy  the  goyeniment  of  the  United 

States ;  aud  still  more  of  ihe  privateer- 
ing, which,  it  was  said,  was  carried  on 
agninst  Spauisb  commerce,  bv  citizen*! 
of  the  United  States,  under  the  flags 
of  the  insurgent  coloniea  of  Spain. 
Although  no  satisfaction  fur  mercantile 
1qb868  could  be  obtained  from  Spam, 
the  preudent  felt  bound,  after  the  rep- 
resentaition  made  by  the  Spaoiali  am- 
bassador, to  seeure  the  passage  of  an 
act  of  Congress  against  the  privateers, 
which  was  accordingly  done.  Subse- 
quently, as  above  stated,  by  the  treaty 


with  Spain  in  February,  1819,  Florida 
was  ceded  to  the  Umted  States,  and 

$5,000,000  was  agreed  to  be  paid  as 
indemnity  for  the  spoliations  on  Ameri* 
can  commerce. 

France,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  showed 
as  little  dispo^iltlon  as  any  of  the  Euro- 
pean powers  just  named,  to  make  com- 
pensation for  the  depredations  she  had 
committed  npon  the  property  of  oar 
eitizena  Nodiiiig  was  accomplished  at 
this  date,  and  the  whole  subject  formed 
a  theme  of  complaint  and  vexation  for 
many  years.  Further  on,  we  shall  io» 
cor  to  this  topic  again. 
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Hie  president  vUils  tlic  southern  states  —  The  elsTeiy  question  —  Congress  in  eeasion — The  prfjiident'e  me 

TOt*  "Itoeottri  QneatMn." — Grett  emitOBflat — Abitmet  ot  tha  Mgament  on  both  lidei — Th«  gmt  mm  eoih 
tttnti  in  tb«  d<tat«— TIm  CouiprotnUe — B<wilt  of  the  matter  to  the  nortli  and  aontli — Aeticm  of  GongreiB  la 

respect  to  other  matters,  bankruptcy  law,  nationfil  ciirroucy,  r<ivulutioDary  pensions,  public  Innd  Mies,  etc  — 
Comiaodora  Decatur  Idliad  in  a  duel— The  fourth  ccosut — Gloomy  peciod  of  1819  and  1S20 — Coogrcst  ra 
wMiDldei  in  SoraratMr,  ISSO— Abatnet  of  tba  preald«iitft  taeisage  TBia  Hiwmri  qaealioii  revIv<ej->l!M  Iwtda 

fought  over  nsrnln  —  Clay's  cfTcrtB  —  Dispute'  how  settled  —  Rcsalt  of  the  prcsidentiiil  deotion  —  Financial  dig- 
tress —  Thu  Florida  tr^ty  —  Munrutt'is  Kcond  inauguration  —  Jackson  appmntcd  goTemor  of  Florida  —  Ills 
pneeedings  and  troubles  there  —  The  preudenfs  proelamation  in  nguA  tO  the  admisdon  of  UiagoBri— Tlie 
seventeenth  CongrcH — The  message  of  the  president — The  work  of  the  msstoh,  invwtjgatlng  Jackson's  oondaet^ 
fixing  the  ratio  of  repreaeataUon,  refusing  further  help  to  domeatio  mauofactorea,  etc  —  Congress  adjourns  on 
dM  tth  of  Iby. 


DusiNQ  the  bummer  of  1819,  Mr. 
Monroe,  carrying  oat  his  plan  with  ref- 
erexuae  to  personally  examining  the  state 
of  the  conntrj,  made  a  thort  visit  to  the 

southern  states.  Proceeding  to  Charles- 
ton first,  and  thence  to  Savannah,  Au- 

gfust.'i,  arifl  other  places,  he  returned 
tluough  the  Cherokee  country  to  Nash- 


ville, aud  so  by  Louisville  and  Leidng- 
ton  in  Kentucky,  to  Washington.  He 
reached  the  seat  of  government  early 
in  Angust. 

The  sbnreryqucstionf  as  maybe  sup- 
posed firom  what  had  oceozred  in  the 
last  Congress,  began  to  assume  an  im- 
portance far  beyond  what  had  hereto- 
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foie  been  aecofded  to  it;  and  popular 
{eeIuig,boih  at  the  north  and  the  sonth, 
was  greatly  roused  on  this  subject.  In- 
terest as  well  as  principle;  prejudice 
as  veil  as  conscientiousness;  sectional 
feuds  and  iealousics  as  well  as 
patriotism  and  love  of  the 
Union,  moved  the  minds  of  men  and 
guided  their  course  of  action ;  and  be- 
fore Congress  assembled,  it  became 
evident,  l^at  the  old  battle  was  to  be 
renewed,  with  dreamBtuic^  of  bittei^ 
ness  and  savagenesa  added  to  the  con- 
test. Under  such  a  state  of  things  as 
this,  the  whole  country  looked  with  no 
little  interest  and  anxiety  to  the  ap- 
])ronchiug  session  of  the  national  legis- 
lature. 

The  first  sessiim  of  the  sizteentb 
Congress  was  oommenoed  on  the  6th 
of  December,  1819l    Ht.  Clay  was 

re-elected  speaker  without  opposition, 
and  tiie  president's  third  annual  mes- 
sage was  communicated  to  both  Houses 
on  the  next  day.  A  larp'e  portion  of 
the  mps«5a?e  was  taken  np  with  a  r^- 
mnne  of  the  state  of  aliaii-a  ua  regarded 
{Spam,  and  the  coorse  that  govenunent 
badseeniit  to  adopt  The  commercial 
convention  widi  Great  Britain  had  not 
resulted  satis&ctorily,  and  the  preai- 
dent  threw  ont  soggestions  as  to  "  pro- 
hibitory provisions,"  in  relation  to  in- 
tercoursti  with  the  British  posses.sion9. 
The  ])ec'uniary  embarri\«smenfs  of  the 
country  were  spoken  of ;  and  i^Ir.  Mon- 
roe intimated  his  willingness  to  go  as 
Ikr  as  was  possible  in  consistoncj  with 
the  CoDstitntiott,  for  the  pnrpose 
aiibrding  relief  to  the  sufferers.  He 
was  also  qnite  in  favor  of  giving  farther 
enconrai^ment  to  domestic  manofao- 
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tures,  due  regard  being  paid  to  the 
other  great  interests  of  the  nation. 
One  very  inflnential  reason  for  these 

suggestions  was  the  diminution  of  the 
receipts  at  the  treasury,  which  had  fol- 
lowed from  the  disastrous  condition  of 
trade  and  the  currency.  There  would 
be  no  more  than  $23,000,000  for  the 
year;  and  the  pensions  granted  to  the 
soldiers  of  tibe  Bevohliion  had  made  a 
laiger  income  than  ordinary  needfal ; 
but  a  considerable  sarpliis  was,  never> 
theless,  expected.  Having  spoken  of 
coast  fortifications,  the  increase  of  the 
navy,  measures  for  enppressincf  the 
slave  trade,  etc.,  the  president  closed 
his  mej'sage  in  the  following  terms: — 
"lu  the  execution  of  the  duty 
imposed  by  them  ads,  and  of  a 
high  trust  connected  with  it,  it  is  with 
deep  regret  I  have  to  state  the  loss 
which  has  been  sustained  by  the  death 
of  Commodore  Perry.  His  gallantry 
in  a  brilliant  exploit  in  the  late  war, 
added  to  the  renown  of  his  country. 
His  death  is  deplored  as  a  national  mis- 
fortune." 

The  ^'lEsBomi  Qoesticm,*^ as  was  to 
be  ejected,  formed  the  engrossing 
theme  of  the  sesakm,  and  was  entered 
into  at  an  early  day  after  the  assem- 
bling of  Congress.  Great  ezottement 
prevailed  both  in  and  out  of  Congress; 
the  subject  was  discussed  in  all  its  de-  ' 
tails  and  its  manifold  ramifications ;  and 
the  best  talent  of  the  national  legisla- 
ture was  en&ted  in  Hie  endeavc^  to 
determine  npon  the  great  qnestion  at 
issne,  vizL,  whether  slavery  should  be 
restricted  wiUiin  certain  bounds  and 
its  progress  put  an  end  to,  or  whethei 
it  shonld  be  permitted  to  have  free 
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scope  aud  to  afwead  irliefever  its  advo- 
cates and  sapportma  could  cany  it 

The  position  of  tilings  at  tbe  time 
helped  on  the  excitement.  The  eonth, 

jealous  of  the  advancing  progress  of 
the  free  states,  had  iusiiited  all  along 
that  Conoress  should  admit  a  slave 
gtate  as  often  as  liiey  admitted  a  fiee 
state ;  and  this  prafltioei  had  been  fol- 
lowed. Alabama  had  been  tiie  last 
adnntted,  and  that  was  a  slave  state ; 
so  that  now  the  advocates  of  the  other 
side  claimed  that  Missoari,  according 
to  rule,  ought  to  come  in  as  a  free  state. 
At  this  date,  there  were  ouly  ten  slave 
states,  whilst  the  free  numbered  twelve; 
another,  which  was  free,  was  soliciting 
admission ;  so  that  nnleas  IfiBSonii  conld 
be  aecored,  the  sovthem  members  felt 
that  slavery  was  threatened  with  ex- 
tinct; n  1  y  the  action  of  Congress,  in 
opposition,  as  ikej  averred,  to  the 
original  compromise  of  the  Coustitution. 
Besides,  the  following  year  the  ceuisua 
was  to  be  taken,  and  a  new  distribution 
of  the  Representatives  would  be  made : 
already  there  were  a  hundred  and  five 
members  from  free  states,  opposed  to 

only  eighty  from  slave  states; 

so  that  if  l^Iissoari  were  not  se- 
cared  amongst  the  latter,  the  oppo- 
nents of  slavery  would  have  so  un- 
doubted a  majority  in  both  Houses  of 
Congress  as  to  enable  them  to  do  what 
they  pleased,  whether  the  south  liked 
it  or  notb  Whilst^  to  add  to  this  em- 
Imulment,  the  presidential  election  was 
approaching,  and  if  Hissonri  were  not 
admitted,  there  would  be  votes  lost  or 
gained  for  some  of  the  candidates. 

It  would  be  impossible  witliin  the 
brief  space  at  our  command,  to  enter  i 


at  all  fully  into  the  aargnments  addaced 
by  able  and  eloquent  members  of  Con 
greas  on  both  sid^  of  this  vexed  ques- 
tion. The  most  that  we  can  do,  is  to 
present  a  brief  abstract  of  the  nrn^n- 
meut,  referring  the  reader  for  fuller 
information  to  the  debates  of  Congress, 
aud  the  speeches  of  >ach  men  as  Kufos 
E[ing,  Henry  Clay,  John  Sandolph, 
'William  FSi^ey,  John  Seigean^  and 
the  like.  Hr.  Benton,  in  his  ^'Thirty 
Years'  View,"  devotes  a  chapter  to  this 
rahject^  which  is  worth  consulting,  and 
comparing  with  other  authorities. 

On  the  side  of  the  south  it  waa  urged, 
that  Congress  had  no  right  to  impose 
restrictious  on  this  subject;  that  the 
ConstitDtiion  reoogoized  slavery  as  ex- 
isting and  as  entitled  to  protection; 
that  the  slaves,  as  a  dass,  are  contented, 
happy,  and  well  provided  for,  far  move 
so  than  the  half-starved  laboring  popi- 
lation  of  Ireland  and  Great  Britam; 
that,  even  admitting  slaverv  fn  be  an* 
evU,  its  abolition  at  the  south  wouhl  be 
a  greater  calamity  than  its  continuance ; 
that  the  addilioa  of  IGssomi  to  the 
TJnion  would  not  increase  the  number 
of  slaves,  but  only  difibse  them  over  a 
larger  space ;  that  the  people  of  that 
state  arc  entitled  to  have  slaves  by  the 
clause  in  the  treaty  ceding  L(3ULsiana  to 
the  United  States ;  that  legislation  on 
this  topic  is  a  right  of  which  they  can- 
not be  deprived,  so  that  if  they  prefei 
slavery,  they  have  the  power  to  inust 
upon  it  within  their  own  bounds.  These 
and  the  like  aignments  were  amplified, 
and  pressed  with  eloquence,  earnest- 
ness, and  zeal ;  it  being  evident  that 
on  the  settlemcut  of  the  question  now, 
would,  in  great  measare,  depend  the 
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political  strength  and  efficiency  d  the 

several  sections  of  the  Union. 

The  opponents  of  slavery-extension 
comljated  tlie  views  of  southern  mem- 
boi-si  with  equal  zeal  and  energy.  They 
urged,  that  it  was  plain,  from  the  ten- 
dency of  thmgs  in  the  United  States, 
slavery  was  disooonteiianoed  and  dis- 
liked; it  was  oj^Msed  entirely  to  the 
genius  of  free  iDstitntioiia,  and  could 
not  be  looked  upon  otherwise  than  as 
a  temporary  ev\\  to  he  got  rid  of  as 
soon  as  p(^ssible ;  and  however  true  it 
might  be  thut  the  Constitution  recos^- 
nized  slavery,  that  could  only  be  ujged 
with  reepect  to  the  <»iginal  thirteen 
states,  respecting  which  there 
was  now  no  p<nnt  of  difference ; 
bat  to  propose  to  ezt^d  the  evil  of 
perpetual  bondage  cvor  n  territory  of 
greater  dimensions  than  the  original 
United  States,  and  over  unborn  millions 
of  the  hnman  family,  wa«!  too  revolting 
to  l>e  entertained  by  freeman  for  a  mo- 
ment The  northern  and  western  mem- 
bers also  held,  that  Congress  certainly 
poBsesaed  the  powor  of  l^ialatiiiHi  on 
this  subject  as  respects  the  admission 
of  new  states,  and  could  impose  restrio- 
i  tions,  ns  they  saw  fit,  upon  states  formed 
!  out  of  the  vast  territory  which  consti- 
tutrd  the  public  domain,  and  was  un- 
der the  guveruuuce  of  the  national 
l^slainre.  Congress,  they  held,  not 
only  possessed  the  power,  but  was 
bound  by  every  consideration  of  up- 
rightness and  love  of  freedom,  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  further  extension  of  slav- 
ery. They  urged  too,  with  force,  that 
the  slave  trade  would  be  carried  on, 
;  and  >lavi's  wouUl  l>e  smugi,ded  in,  de- 
spite the  law,  if  the  area  of  human 
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bondage  were  to  be  enlaiged;  and 

some  went  so  far,  in  reply  to  menaces 
of  a  dissolution  of  the  Union  if  the 
south  were  not  gratified,  as  to  declare, 
that  they  would  much  prefer  that  to 
seeing  the  increase  of  territory  cursed 
with  slavery  and  its  detestable  evils. 

Thus  the  battk  raged.  Oorabstnuit 
above  given  can  famish  no  idea  of  the 
intense  excitement,  the  bitterness^  the 
furiousness  of  declamation  and  personal 
abuse  that  prevailed  day  after  day,  and  | 
week  after  week,  while  this  topic  en-  i 
grossed  all  the  thoughts  and  all  the  ' 
attention  of  Congress.   The  Senate,  no  . 
less  than  the  House,  was  fbUy  occupied  | 
with  this  exciting  question.   There,  ' 
new  features  were  added  to  the  debate 
by  uniting  the  bill  for  the  admianoa 
of  Maine  to  that  for  the  admission  of  ! 
Missouri.    Mr.  "William  Pinkney,  of 
Maryland,  was  the  great  and  truly  elo* 
quent  advocate  on  the  one  side;  and 
Mr.  Rufus  King,  of  New  York,  su*- 
tained  the  views  of  the  north,  and  ably 
set  forth  the  principles  of  the  meiL 
who  like  himself  desired  to  see  a  limit 
fixed  to  the  progress  of  slavery.* 

After  continuing  from  the  opemng 
of  Congress  till  the  beginniiiij  of  March, 
great  fears  began  to  be  entertained  re- 
specting the  possibility  of  giv-   

ing  independent  existence  to  ***** 
either  llbine  or  Kissouri,  in  time  for 
them  to  join  in  the  next  election.  Mune 
loudly  and  justly  complained,  that  a 
matter  affecting  her  so  intimately^  was 


*  ¥w  the  speediei  of  Ur.  King  ind  lb  Pfnkncy, 

on  the  Missouri  Quefition,  the  reeder  may  rcrer  to 
Moore's  **Am9rkaa  Elogymee^^  Toi  iL,  pg^  44r-61,  tad 
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miide  contingent  upon  another,  with 

which  slio  liad  not  naturally  any  con- 
nection. The  spirited  appeal  which 
was  mnrle  to  Congress  in  behalf  of 
Maine,  hail  not,  however,  any  effect, 
for  the  uppoucuts  of  restriction  deemed 
their  chances  of  success  greater  by  in- 
sisting upon  the  consideratioa  <^  the 
cases  of  Maine  and  Ifiasonri  t<^eth«r. 

Henry  Clay,  aa  a  matter  of  course, 
took  a  deep  interest  in  this  engrossing 
subject.  He  urged  the  admi-S:>ion  of 
Mi«5«ouri,  but,  while  holding  that  the 
subject  of  hei"  domestic  slavery  be- 
longed to  her,  declared  most  emphati- 
cally his  detestation  of  the  system  to  be 
60  great,  that  were  he  a  citizen  of  Mis> 
sonri,  he  woold  never  ccnisent  to  a  state 
constitution  which  did  not  provide  for 
its  extinction.  He  plead  for  concilia- 
tion and  compromise,  believing  that 
the  pf\foly  of  the  Union  required  mu- 
tual sacriiicesj.  As  Mr.  Colton  sayH,  in 
a  panegyrical  sti'ain,  when  ppe^ikin!:^ 
of  Henry  Clay's  share  in  the  work  of 
effecting  a  settlemait  of  the  question, 
he  was  the  "<me  man  of  truly  national 
feeling ;  calm,  but  not  indiffisient;  with 
lofty,  but  dignified  and  notlesB  annous 
port,  looking  down  npon  the  scene,  as 
one  of  deep  and  unutterable  concern. 
Often  did  he  rise  to  hn«h  the  tcmfiest, 
and  call  back  reasou  to  it^s  u:3eful  oilices. 
He  stood  up,  a  mediator  between  the 
oonfficting  parties,  imploring,  entreat* 
iDg,  beseeching.  On  one  occasion,  dar- 
ing these  debates^  Mr.  Gay  spoke  £>ar 
hours  and  a  half ;  pouring  forth  an  iin> 
interrupted  and  glowing  t<)rrent  of  his 
thoughts  and  feelings,  with  captivating 
and  convincing  power." 

Wearied  witli  the  strife,  and  alarmed 


at  the  proepect  before  them,  other  mem< 
bers  were  willing  to  join  with  Mr.  Clay 
in  an  effort  to  effect  an  arrangement 
which  shonld  put  an  end  to  the  contest. 
The  St'UHte  and  the  House  disagreed 
in  several  important  particulars, 
and  both  seemed  disposed  to 
inskt  npon  their  amendments  and  prop 
ositions.  A  committee  of  the  two 
Houses  on  their  disagi'eement  was  ap- 
pointed, and  they  reported  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  Senate  to  recede  from 
their  aniendtnents,  and  also  a  recom- 
mendation to  the  two  Houses  to  stnke 
out  of  the  bill  for  the  admission  of 
Missoori  the  clause  prohibiting  the  fur- 
ther increase  of  slavery  in  that  state, 
and  to  snbsdtate  for  it,  that,  in  all  tiie 
ten'itory  of  Louisiana  north  cf  36°  d</, 
slavery  shall  be  for  ever  prohibited. 
This  clause  as  to  the  dividing  line  was 
introduced  by  Jesse  B.  Thorn  a,«,  senator 
from  Illinois.  On  the  Senate's  amend- 
ment to  strike  out  the  restrictive  clause, 
the  vote  was  ninety  in  favor,  to  eighty- 
sennuL  against;  and  mi  the  question  as 
to  tiie  line  of  86*  80',  one  hundred  and 
thirty-fonr  voted  in  favor  of  that  line 
to  only  forty-two  against  it.* 

The  cabinet  held  grave  and  earnest 
deliberation  over  the  proposed  "com- 
promise." By  it,  slavei-y  was  "for- 
ever*' prohibited  nortli  of  the  line  d©' 
terniined  upon,  and  the  president  and 
his  adviseiB  held,  that  the  measnre  waa 
entirely  constitntional;  bat,  as  we  leant 
from  Mr.  AdamaVt  diary,  the  question 


*  For  some  ehnrp  and  bitter  strictnrc"^  on  Mr.  Claj*! 
oouTM^  w  speaker,  in  rc^od  to  tbo  MUsouri  Compn^ 

Gariandfs  BanUttK  tcL  iL,  pp.  118- 
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WQB  raised  in  the  cal)iiiet  as  to  wlietlier 
the  ])roUiltition  meant  to  extend 
only  to  tlie  territories,  or  to  the  states 
formed  out  of  the  temtorieB  in  oomiiig 
years.  Some  took  one  Tiev,  some  an- 
other, as  weSl  in  the  eabmet  as  in  the 
countty  generaiUy ;  and  it  augured  but 
badly  for  future  peace  on  this  subject, 
that  a  door  of  litigation  and  dispute 
■was  til  us  left  open. 

It  was  the  (Ith  of  March,  1820,  when 
this  bill  for  the  admission  of  JVIissouii 
became  a  law;  the  bill  admittu^  Maine 
was  signed  tluree  days  earlier,  Nofrth- 
em  writers  generally  hold,  that  the 
victory  in  this  oontest  was  really  and 
substantially  on  the  side  of  the  slave- 
holding  stateg,  and  that  the  north  gave 
way  in  a  spirit  of  forbearance  and  with 
great  reluctance.  Senator  Benton,  on 
the  other  hand,  affirms,*  that  the  Mit^ 
Bonri  Gompromise  was  all  dear  gain  to 
the  antMhiTeiy  aide  of  the  question, 
and  was  done  wider  the  lead  of 
the  united  slave  vote  in  the 
S^te,  the  nugority  of  that  v(^te  in  the 
House  of  Representatires,  and  the  un- 
divided sanction  of  a  southern  admin- 
istration. It  wjLs  a  tftouthem  raea<«uro, 
and  divided  free  and  slave  soil  far  more 
favorably  to  tiie  north  than  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787.  That  divided  abont 
equally ;  this  of  1820  gave  abont  all  to 
the  North.  It  abolished  Blarery  over 
an  immense  extent  of  territory  where 
it  might  then  legally  exist,  over  nearly 
the  whole  of  I/>Tiis:iana,  left  it  only  in 
Florida  and  Arkansas  Territory,  and 
opened  no  new  territory  to  its  existence. 
It  was  an  immense  concession  to  the 


non-slaveholding  state? ;  but  the  genius 
of  slavery  agitation  wiis  not  laid."  Afl 
we  shall  see,  when  we  come  nearer  our 
own  day,  the  Midori  Compromiso  did 
not  have  the  effect  of  settUog  the  vexed 
question  between  tiie  noi^  and  the 
south,  and  did  not  prevent  the  ultra 
southern  men  from  the  mad  attempt  to 
sever  the  bonds  which  bold  ow  glori* 
ous  Union  tosrether. 

Notwithstanding  the  lai^e  amount 
of  time  consumed  in  the  discussion  of 
the  subject  of  sUvery,  CongreBS  ionoA 
opportunity  for  several  important  aets 
ofl^^tton.  The  tariff  of  1816  had 
notproduoed  the  beneficial  i  s  i  n  t  s  which 
had  been  looked  for  by  the  advocates 
of  protection  to  domestic  manufactures. 
The  disposition  to  attempt  great  opera- 
tions -withont  adequate  capital,  had  led 
many  to  venture  largely,  upon  credit 
alone,  and  they  were,  of  cooiae,  pros-  | 
trated  at  the  first  crisis  in  financial  a^ 
fiiirs.  The  preaident|  as  we  have  inti* 
mated  on  a  previous  page  (pw  8S8),  was 
inclined  to  fioTor  le^lation  on  this  mh- 
ject,  which  was  accordingly  taken  up 
and  discussed  with  much  earnestness 
and  ability,  both  for  and  against  the 
policy  of  protective  duties.  Separate 
committees  were  appointed  for  trade 
and  mannfaetnresy  heretoforo  intrusted 
to  tiie  watchfttbeBS  of  one  and  the 
same;  and  the  qteaker  of  the  House  ■ 
zealously  and  eneigettcally  plead  in 
^lehalf  of  the  "  American  system  "  Mr. 
J^aldwin,  the  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee on  manufactures,  reported  three 
bills,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  further 
encouragement  to  Ameriom  mannfiw 
tures:  one,  revising  the  taiifi^  and  mak< 
ing  it  still  more  deddedly  protective 


Digitized  by  Googl 


828 


PROGRESS  OF  AFFAERS  DURINO  181»-18S13. 


[Be  VL 


another,  abolishing  credit  for  duties  on 
!  imported  manufactures;  and  a  third, 
•  imposing  a  heavy  duty  on  auction  sales 
of  foreign  manufactured  goods.  Under 
the  iiilluonce  of  Mr.  Clay,  the  first  and 
last  paased  the  Ho«e  1^  respectable 
majorities;  the  second  was  negatived; 
but  as  the  Senate  rejected  the  tariff 
bill,  the  auction  duty  bill  w  i^i  not  sent 
to  them  ;  and  the  whole  sulijec  t,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  was  postponed 
to  the  next  seasion. 

Petitions  and  memorials  in  great  num- 
bers were  presented  in  &Tor  of  a  uni- 
foimbonkraptUw.  The  northern  and 
eastern  memW  generdly  advocated 
the  passage  ci  such  a  law,  as 
their  constituents  had  been  the 
principal  suflcrcrs  duilng  the  late  de- 
ransrement  in  the  finances  of  the  coun- 

I  o 

try;  the  southern  and  western  members, 
I  however,  opposed  tlie  adoption  of  any 
i  law  of  the  kind,  and  so  the  measure 
was  not  cairied* 

Abont  the  middle  of  Febnuiiy,  Ur. 
Crawford,  aeeretary  of  the  treasiuy, 
presented  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the 
national  currency.  It  was  ably  written; 
its  statements  were  carefully  digested ; 
and  itH  suggestions  seemed  to  be  wise 
and  judicious  in  the  present  state  of 
the  country.   Hie  reader  who  desires 
to  imderstand  the  complicated  and  dii^ 
ficnh  snbject  of  the  currency,  will  find 
it  to  his  advantage  to  ezauune  this  re- 
j  port.  The  Revolutionary  pensioners  be- 
j  iiig  larger  in  number  than  wm  e?q>ecf  I'd, 
i   some  new  regulatic^us  were  made  re- 
I  I   specting  them,  and  the  secn^tary  of  the 
treasury  was  to  judge,  on  a  sworn  valu- 
ation of  their  means  of  support,  whether 
the  United  States  eonld  with  propriety 


continue  their  pensions.  On  Mr.  Clay's 
motion,  an  outfit  and  salary  were  voted 
to  enable  the  president  to  send  a  min- 
ister or  ministers  to  the  newly  estab* 
lished  govemmentB  in  South  America. 
Ihere  was  also  voted  s  new  appropria- 
tion for  the  Cumberland  Boad;  and 
delinquents  in  the  puT)lic  offices  were 
placed  more  directly  within  reach  of 
punishment.  Besides  these,  an  act  of 
great  importance  was  passed,  by  which 
the  ])lan  of  credit  sales  of  public  lands, 
which  had  led  to  speculations,  iiijurioua 
alike  to  the  pretended  purchasers  and 
to  the  rename,  was  abdished  after  the 
1st  of  Jiily;  half-qnarter  sections  were 
olTered  for  sale,  and  the  price  was  re- 
duced to  $135  per  acre.  By  a  special 
law,  piracy  was  not  only  more  strenu- 
ously deuouuced,  but  the  foreign  slave* 
trade  was  declared  to  be  piracy,  and  a 
capital  oifence.  Provisions  were  also 
made  for  the  taking  of  the  ceusos,  which 
were  ftr  more  complete  in  their  a^ 
rangements  than  any  that  had  been 
acted  npCML  before;  and  promised  a 
much  more  useful  contribution  to  the 
statistics  of  the  Union.  And 
after  an  active  and  laborious 
session,  Congress  adjourned,  on  the  15th 
of  May,  to  meet  again  in  November. 

Previously  to  the  adjournment  of 
Congress,  a  cancus  was  held  with  re 
spect  to  the  candidates  for  the  presi- 
dency and  vice-presidency ;  but  it  was 
speedily  ascertained,  that  Monroe  and 
Tompkins  would  obtain  the  largest 
amount  of  sulfrages,  and  they  were 
accordingly  named  for  re-election  by 
unanimous  a^ent. 

It  seems  proper,  in  this  place,  to 
make  mmtion  of  the  huneutable  death 


Digitizea  by  Googl 


Co.  m.] 


DECATUR  KILLED  IN  A  DUEL. 


329 


of  Commodord  V^oaim  In  a  duel,  in 

order  that  we  may  give  expression  to 
the  sentiment,  which  fills  every  honor- 
able  and  manly  mind,  that  tliis  detest- 
able  8i>ecie8  of  murder  ought  to  be 
marked  with  the  reprobation  and  scorn 
which  it  deserves.  Mackeno^iii  hia 
''life  of  Decatur"  ^ves  a  foil  aocoimt 
of  lihe  variow  steps  in  the  dispute  vHeh 
led  Barron  to  send  Decatur  a  challenge. 
They  met  on  the  22d  of  March,  at 
Bladensbnrg,  and  Decntnr  -^'as  killed. 
Congress  honored  his  funeral  by  un  ad- 
jonrnaient,  and  the  president,  with  the 
heudd  of  departments,  the  foreign  minis- 
ters, the  xounbws  of  tiie  le^alatnre, 
and  a  great  coooooise  (Kf  cxtibBens,  at- 
tended his  \)odj  to  like  gravei  hj  this 
means  expressing  iheir  sense  of  the 
loss,  which  in  him  their  conntry  had 
sn^stained.  Stran<^e  and  sliock'mg  to 
say,  no  notice  was  taken  of  this  atro- 
cious murder ;  though  the  law  vras  vio- 
lated openly  and  without  scruple,  no 
motion  was  made  to  amst  ihe  guilty ; 
no  attempt  to  Tindioate  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  law  of  the  land;  bnt, 
asif  sndi  a  mode  of  settHng  disputes 
was  quite  proper  and  beooming,  the 
president  and  all  others  charged  with 
the  due  execntion  and  support  of  the 
law?:,  passed  the  wlitjle  tran^aetion  over 
in  silence.  It  is  humiliutiug  to  think, 
that  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  chiv- 
alrous men  that  onr  navy  has  ever  pro- 
doced,  should  have  gone  down  to  the 
g^avo  with  <he  sad  blot  cohis  fiiirfame^ 
'•killedinaduel." 

During  the  summer,  the  fourth  de- 
cennial census  of  the  rjnited  States  was 
taken,  showing  the  |)Opulation  on  the 
1st  of  August,  1820.   The  number  of 


white  males  was,  4,001,064;  of  white 
females,  3,871,647;  total,  t,SY2,tll. 
Tlie  number  of  free  colored  males  was, 
112,783;  of  free  colored  fe- 
males, 120,783;  total,  233,566. 
Thy  number  of  slaves  was,  males,  790,- 
966;  females,  752,723 ;  total,  1,543,688. 
The  grand  total  the  popidation,  con- 
seqnentLy,  was,  9,649,965. 

Several  additional  zetanis  wem  re- 
quired by  the  act  of  Congress  which 
made  arrangements  for  taking  this  cen- 
?u?.  Of  foreigners  not  naturalized,  it 
appeared  there  were,  53,687,  in  the 
United  States.  The  number  of  persona 
engaged  in  commerce,  was  72,493 ;  in 
mannftctiires,  849,506 ;  and  in  agricoJ- 
tore,  2,070,646.  The  nnmben  engaged 
in  mann&etnres,  will  help  to  accomrt 
for  the  attention  givm  to  the  measores 
for  fo>f /'ring  and  encouraging  the  msn> 
ufoctuiing  interest* 

Mr.  Senator  Benton's  view  of  the 
"  gk)om  and  agony"  of  the  yeara  1819 
and  1830  deserves  to  be  quoted  in 
this  connection,  although  probably  it 
m  more  highly'  colored  Hum,  every 
thing  considered,  was  necessary.  "  No 
money,"  says  he,  "  either  gold  or  silver: 
no  measure,  or  standard  of  value,  left 
remaining.  The  local  banks,  (all  but 
those  of  New  England,)  after  a  brief 
resumption  of  specie  payments,  again 
sank  into  a  state  of  suspension.  The 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  created  as 
a  remedy  for  all  those  evils,  now  at  ^e 
head  of  the  evil,  prostrate  and  hdpless, 

*  For  some  interesting  facts  and  conclusions  respoct- 
inj;  the  population  of  our  country,  seo  Tucker's  "  Pro- 
gre.i^qfOle  United  Statu  in  Population  and  WeaUhy 
in  FU''it  Ft     as  exhiAiUAiy  theJ)«een»ial  Gentut^ 
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with  no  power  left  but  that  of  suing  its 
debtors,  and  selling  their  property,  and 
purchasing  for  itself  fit  its  own  nominal 
price.  No  price  for  property,  or  pro- 
duce. No  sales  but  those  of  the  sheriff 
and  tha  manliaL  No  parchaaen  at 
ezecntion  sales  but  the  creditor,  or  some 
hoarder  of  money.  No  employment 
for  industry,  no  demand  for  labor,  no 
sale  for  the  product  of  the  farm,  no 
sound  of  the  hammer,  but  that  of  the 
auctioneer,  knocking  down  property. 
Stoj)  laws,  property  laws,  replevin  laws, 
stay  laws,  loan-office  laws,  the  intei^ 
vmUm  of  the  l^^dator  between  the 
creditor  and  the  debtor ;  this  was  ibe 
buaneas  of  legislation  in  three-fourths 
of  the  states  of  the  Union — of  all  south 
and  west  of  New  England.  IS^o  medi- 
um of  exchange,  but  depreciated  paper ; 
no  change  even,  but  little  bits  of  foul 
paper,  marked  so  many  cents,  and  sign- 
ed by  some  tradesman,  barber,  or  inn- 
keeper; exchanges  deranged  to  tiie 
extent  of  fifiy  or  one  hundred  per 
cent  Distress,  the  nnivei^l  cry  of  the 
people ;  Relief,  the  universal  demand 
thundered  at  the  doors  of  all  legisla- 
tures, state  and  federal." 

Few  countries,  as  a  recent  writer  has 
well  said,  could  have  struggled  throuti^h 
such  a  crisis  as  this.  Fewer  still  could 
have  seen  it  recorded,  that,  at  the  very 
period  wh^  the  most  numerous  and 
clamorona  dassea  were  in  such  a  coib 
dition  as  this,  precisely  then,  the  wrath 
and  fire  of  party  feehng  seemed  to  have 
died  out,  aud  autas^oni-^ts  who  had  been 
opposed  as  the  democrats  and  the  fed- 
eralists had  showed  themselve?,  laid 
arade  thdr  strife,  and  contended  side 
by  nde  to  give  stability  and  energy  to 


"the  Waslilrii^tou-Monroe  policy."  This 
is  one  of  the  noteworthy  features  in  the 
history  of  Monroe's  administration,  and 
may  well  deserve  the  reader's  attentive 
comdderation. 

On  the  13th  of  November,  Congress 
reassembled,  and  entered  aealonsly  upon 
the  work  marked  ont  for  the  national 
l^lislature.  IL^nry  Clay,  who  was  com- 
pelled to  be  absent  on  private  business, 
sent  a  letter  to  the  House,  asking  the 
acceptance  of  his  resignation  of  the 
oliice  of  speaker,  which  led  to  an  excit 
ing  canvass  in  order  to  fill  this  import- 
ant post  Hiree  candidates  of  note 
were  put  forward:  Smith,  of  Maryland; 
Lowndes,  of  South  Oarolma;  and  Tay> 
lor,  of  New  York.  Seigeant,  of  Penn- 
sylvania was  also  nominated,  but  his 
supporters  were  too  few  to  entitle  him 
to  more  than  a  bare  mention,  in  con- 
nection with  this  warm  contest.  For 
three  days  the  balloting  was  continued. 
Five  several  times  was  a  inajority, 
though  not  snffieient  for  tiie  victory, 
secured  by  Taylor,  on  the  second  day ; 
while  Lowndes  enjoyed  the  same  fruit- 
less triumph  four  times,  and  Smith 
three  times.  At  length,  the  northern 
men  united  their  votes,  and  carried  the 
New  York  candidate,  at  the  twenty- 
second  balloting,  by  a  majority  of  one 
vote  only,  over  Mr.  Lowndes. 

The  president's  message  was  read  to 
the  two  Houses  on  the  next  day.  It  is 
a  very  interesting  document, 
and  presents  a  view  of  pubhc 
affairs  much  less  doleful  and  discour- 
aging than  that  which  we  have  quoted 
above  from  Senator  Benton.  There 
wtis,  according  to  the  president,  "  nmch 
esxm  to  rejcttee  in  the  Mciiy  of  our 
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ntnation,"  and  this,  too,  notwiibstaiid> 
ing  tlie  acknowledged  "pressures  on 

certain  int^rcst'^  which  have  hor^n  felt," 
in  vai  ious  sections  of  the  country.  Hav- 

j  inp:  referred  to  these  in  hopeful  terms, 
and  spoken  of  the  position  of  our  rela- 
tions with  foreign  govemments,  the 
president  spoke  of  the  "mtemal  con- 
oems'*  of  tiie  Umon,  aomewbftt  at  large. 
"The  revenue,"  he  said,  most  truly, 
"depends  on  the  resources  of  the  coun- 
tiy;  and  the  facility  by  whicli  the 
amount  required  is  raised,  ia  a  strong 
proof  of  the  extent  of  the  resources, 
and  of  the  efficiency  of  the  govern- 
ment." And  t^en  he  draws  a  contrast 
lietween  the  amount  of  the  United 
States  debt  on  the  80th  of  September, 
1815,  and  the  80th  of  September,  1820. 
At  the  former  dat^the  entire  debt,  iu- 
clnding  all  tlie  items,  was,  $1 58,Tl  :5,0-^i^' ; 

I    at  the  latter,  it  amounted  to  $01,193,- 

j  883 ;  having  been  reduced  during  tlie 
interval  of  five  years,  by  paymeata  of 
$66,879,165 ;  and  this  was  in  addition 
to  the  disdiarge  of  all  the  other  obli- 
gations  of  the  goyermnent^  in  respect 
to  the  civil,  military,  and  naval  eetab- 
liafaments.    '*By  the  discharge  of  so 

'  large  a  portion  of  the  public  debt," 
continued  the  prcs^idcnt,  "and  the  exe- 
cution of  such  extensive  and  important 
operations  in  so  short  a  time,  a  just  es- 
timate may  be  formed  of  the  great 
eictent  of  onr  national  lesonrces.  The 
d(mumatration  is  the  more  complete 
and  gratifying,  when  it  is  recollected 
that  the  direct  tax  and  excise  were  re* 
pealed  soon  after  tbe  torminalion  of 
the  late  war,  and  that  the  revenue  ap- 
plied to  these  pui  ])os(s  has  been  derived 
almost  wholly  from  other  sources." 


The  lecc&pts  into  the  treasury  had 
amounted  to  $16,794,10?  66;  the  loan  ' 
of  $3,000,000  had  readily  been  ob  i 
tained  at  live  jv  r  cmt. ;  and  there  was 
due  to  the  treiisury  for  the  sale  of  pub*  ! 
lie  lands,  nearly  $23,000,000.    Other  ' 
topics  of  interest  were  noted,  as  the 
progress  of  the  coast  snnrey;  the  mili- 
tary stations  in  the  weat ;  tiie  adTSDce 
of  civilization  among  the  Indians ;  the 
eflbrts  of  some  of  the  national  sIupB  to 
supproRs  the  slave  trade,  etc. 

Ou  the  16th  of  November,  n  copy 
of  the  constitution  of  IVILssouri  was 
pi'eseuted  to  Congress.  It  had  been 
framed  daring  the  recess,  and  its  con- 
'  sidwation  gave  rise  to  new  contests  in 
both  Houses.  In  theSenate,it 
was  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  three,  who  reported  a  resoln- 
tion  for  the  admlision  of  Missouri  into 
the  Union.  Little  difficulty,  in  all  pro-  ' 
bability,  would  have  been  made,  re- 
specting the  final  admission  of  this 
state,  had  not  a  daose  bem  inserted  in 
its  oGDStitation,  thiongh  Mr.  Benton*s 
agency,  ptrolubitibg  free  persons  of 
color  from  so  much  as  entwing  the  , 
state,  "under  any  pretext  whatsoever"  | 
This  clau'?e  ^e^^ved  the  discussion  with 
all  its  former  acrimony,  and  the  triumph 
of  the  advocates  of  the  compromise 
seemed  in  danger  of  being  lost.  The 
committee,  indeed,  reported  in  favor  of 
sanctioning  the  constitntton,  notwith* 
standing  the  objectionable  daose;  and 
the  Senate,  on  the  nth  of  December, 
after  an  a:  im  t  d  debate,  adopted  the 
requisite  resolution  for  admitting  ^lis- 
souri,by  a  votcof  twenty-^'ix  to  eighteen, 
with  the  amendment,  that  Congress  did 
not  hereby  give  assent  to  any  pi'o  vision 
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in  the  oonstitntion  of  Hissouri  wliicli 
crmtravcned  that  clause  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States,  deelariii.n; 
"that  the  citizens  of  each  state  shall 
be  entitled  to  uii  the  privileges  and  im- 
munities of  t}ie  flemiil  etates.** 

In  the  House,  however,  the  qnestion 
was  more  sharply  contested.  The  at- 
tempt to  carry  a  resolntiim  in  favor  of 
the  admission  of  Missouri  was  rejected 
by  a  Tote  of  ninety-three  to  seventy- 
nine.  The  next  step  was  a  resolution 
for  admitting  Missouri,  provided  the 
obnoxious  provision  in  her  constitution 
be  expunged.  The  resolution  was,  on 
the  16th  of  January,  1S21,  referred  to 
the  comniittee  of  the  whole^  as  was  also 
the  resohition  from  the  Senate.  For 
some  weeks  the  qiiestion  rested  in  the 
House,  various  amenrlnicnls  liaving 
been  proposed,  and  numerous  schemes 
devised  to  get  rid  of  the  difficulty,  and 
if  possible  harmonize  the  conflicting 
views  and  opinions  of  members  of  Con- 
gress. Early  in  Febmaiy,  a 
resolnfion  was  proposed,  calling 
upon  HLssonri  to  expunge  the  objec- 
tionable dause,  as  contrary  to  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  by  a 
certain  day,  and  then  to  be  admitted 
into  the  Union.  This  j)roj)oaition  was, 
liowever,  rejected;  v,lu'ieupon  Henry 
Clay,  who  hud  returned  and  taken  his 
seat  again,  rose  and  endeavored  to  pour 
oil  upon  the  tronbled  waters.  He 
moved  the  appointment  of  a  select 
committee  of  thirteen,  to  conadar  the 
proposal  which  had  just  been  negsr 
tived,  and  to  report  thereupon. 

Even  Heury  Clay's  srveat  skill  and 
abilitv  proved  hardly  c  jn;:!  to  the  i:i<]<. 
he  had  undertaken.  iSiotwithstaudiug 


the  care  with  which  "  he  consulted  the 
feelings  of  both  parties,"  in  constnict- 
ing  the  resohition  which  he  reported  ; 
notwithstanding  tlie  feeling  and  p(;wer 
of  his  speeches,  which  not  uiifret^^ueutly 
"drew  team  fiiom  the  heartsP*  of  h^ 
hearers,  and  the  prophetic  tone  with 
which  he  hesooght  the  l^slators  to 
consider  what  they  owed  to  their  conn- 
try  ;  the  resolvtion  was  thrown  out  hj 
two  votings,  and  when  brought  up  for 
reconsideration,  was  agaui  lost.  On 
the  22d  of  February,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  act  jointly  with  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Senate ;  and  on  the  26tb« 
this  comniittee  reported  a  joint  resoliH 
ti(»,  viz^  lhat  Ifusonii  shall  he  ad- 
mitted on  the  fundamental  condition 
that  the  fourth  clause  (respecting  free 
negroes)  shall  never  be  construed  to 
authorize  the  passing  of  any  law ;  and 
no  law  shall  be  pa<5sed  by  which  any 
citizen  of  any  of  the  states,  shall  be 
excluded  fiom  the  enjoyment  of  any 
of  the  privileges  to  which  he  is  entitled 
by  the  Oonsfitntion;  provided  the  leg- 
ifllatore^  hy  a  solemn  public  act,  shall 
declare  its  assent,  and  transmit  it  to  llie 
president,  as  in  the  amendment  recom- 
mended l)vtlie  select  committee.  This 
amendment  re(}uired  the  assent  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  president  by  the 
tVturth  Monday  in  November,  when  the 
president  was  to  make  prodamaUon 
<ji  the  fact,  and  the  admission  of  Ihe 
new  state  was  then  to  he  considered  as 
complete.  The  resolution  passed  by 
a  vote  of  eighty-eeven  to  eighty-one 
in  the  House,  and  twenty-eight  to  f^nr- 
teen  in  tlie  Senate;  and  its  terms  hav- 
ing l-ccn  co]n]>lied  with  on  the  part  of 
Missouri,  she  thenceforward  took  her 


Digitizea  by  Googl 


Co.  QL] 


S38 


place  in  the  Unioii,  among  ihe  United 
States  of  America. 
On  the  14ib  of  Februiiiy,  ihe  tw  o 

Houses  met  in  convention  to  cotmt  the 
votes  given  for  president  and  vice-pres- 
ident. The  ^Missouri  question  not  tlicn 
having  Ijcen  settlecl,  some  exciteiaent. 
was  caused  by  tlie  diflerence  of  view, 
as  to  whether  the  electoral  votes  oflGered 
by  Mtaaonii  should  1ie  accepted  and 
coontedornot  A  good  deal  of  debate 
oocoired  to  litde  pnxpose,  the  Senate 
having  withdrawn ;  and  on  their  return, 
by  special  invitatioD,  the  duty  of  count- 
in?  tlie  votes  was  proceeded  with,  and 
the  result  was  announcefl,  the  votes  of 
Mis550uri  not  beint;  included.  AH  the 
electoral  votes,  (excepting  one  from 
HasBacibiifletlB,  bestowed  upon 
John  Qonu^  Adams,)  were 
given  to  James  Monroe  for  it»  presl- 
dency.  The  total  nnmber  was  two 
hundred  and  thirty-one.  Daniel  D. 
Tomplcins  received,  for  the  vicc-pre.-i- 
dency,  two  hunrlred  and  eip^hteen  A  otcs, 
includinu^  tho.-^e  of  all  the  states,  except 
Now  Ilanipshire,  Massachusetta,  Dela- 
ware, and  Miuyland.  Massachusetts 
gave  eight  of  its  votes  to  Stockton; 
Delaware  gave  all  of  its,  fonr  in  nnm- 
ber,  to  Bodney;  Eush  received  one 
&om  New  Hampshire ;  and  Harper  one 
from  Maryland. 

The  financial  distress  of  the  country 
neces<;arily  occui)led  a  large  share  of 
the  attention  of  Congress.  The  treasury 
became  embarrassed,  and  the  loan  of 
the  pveoeding  session  would  not  lunre 
helped  the  secretary  to  the  end  of  the 
year,  had  not  some  of  the  public  cred* 
itors  been  forbearing.  A  new  loan  was 
the  first  expedient  prqposed|  and  one 


of  $5,000,000,  on  Mr.  Crawfind^  re- 
commendation, was  auihoRsedL  But 
this,  without  retr^chments,  was  insuf- 
ficient. The  reduction  of  the  salaries 
of  the  executive  :md  le^lative  depart- 
ments of  the  government  was  proposed ; 
but  such  a  sacrifice  was  greater  than 
could  have  been  expected  from  the 
members  of  Congress ;  so,  of  course,  all 
propflsitioitt  of  the  land  wsre  xe|eoted. 
The  amy  could,  however,  be  reduced. 
Ihe  posnlnlily  of  a  renewal  of  the 
war  with  Ei^land  seems  to  have  larked 
still  in  many  ardent  minds ;  and  in,  ad- 
dition to  tliat,  military  glory,  won 
easily  at  New  Orleans,  appears  to  have 
not  a  little  fascinated  the  spirits  of  the 
people.  The  officers  of  the  army  would, 
of  course,  resost  the  disbandiiig  of  it. 
But  whatever  the  feelings  were  which 
had  saved  the  military  establishment, 
want  of  money  made  it  absolutely  ne- 
cessary to  disregard  them,  and  four 
thousand,  out  of  the  ten  which  had 
been  left  when  the  war  was  o\'cr,  were 
now  dismissed  to  pacific  and  productive 
labor.  Several  of  the  officei-s  resigned, 
and  no  more  were  retained  than  the 
actual  strength  of  Ihe  raiments  re 
quired.  In  addition  to  Ihese  measures 
half  the  annual  appn]prtati<»i  for  the 
maintenttkoe  of  tiie  navy  was  with- 
drawn; and  the  sums  devoted  to  the 
construction  and  armament  of  fortifica- 
tions was  similarly  reduced. 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Clay,  an  aj»- 
propriation  was  made  for  sending  a 
mii^ster  to  one  of  the  new  states  of 
South  Amerie%  which  clearly  indicated 
the  sentiments  of  Ckmgress  and  the 
people  in  favor  of  recognizing  the  iur 
dependence  of  those  states,  llieneces- 
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saiy  steps  mre  abo  takea  foot  cuayiDg 
into  elBTeet  ihe  treaty  "by  which  Florida 
had  "been  added  to  the  po?sc??ions  of  the 
United  Statc=5;  $100,000  were 
appro])natca,  and  a  l)oar(l  or 
three  coi)imi?.sioner3  was  appointed  to 
settle  existing  claims  uuder  the  treaty. 
Measures  of  relief  for  the  poblie  land 
debtoiB  wen  adopted,  as  the  president 
had  suggested;  by  whieh  ^28,000,000, 
owing  to  the  goyenmient,  were  extin- 
guished, or  in  good  part  sacrificed;  but 
the  sales  for  the  future  were  rendered 
boTi^  fJe,  and  hmh  inducements  were 
provi(l(>d  for  both  settlers  and  specula- 
tors of  the  honorable  sort.  A  motion 
in  the  Senate  to  dedare  the  sedition 
law  of  1798  vnoonstttiitiona],  and  to 
repay  the  fines  mcnired  under  il^  was 
lost;  Congi'ess  thus  affirming  tiie  au- 
thority of  the  federal  courts,  in  respect 
[  to  their  decisions  under  tliis  law.  Prop- 
i  ositions  to  establish  a  national  system 
of  education,  }>y  means  of  the  re\  ernie 
arising  from  tko  Uud  sales;  and  for 
prohibiting  the  payment  of  government 
demands  in  bills  state  banks,  which 
issued  notes  of  leas  than  five  doUws,  were 
also  rejected,  and  by  decisiye  majoiitieB. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  the  sixteenth 
Congress  terminated  ita  second  session, 
and  at  the  same  time  ]\Tr.  Monroe's  first 
term  of  ser^'ice  expired.  The  great 
unanimity  with  which  he  had  been  re- 
elected demonstrates,  that  the  peo])le 
generally  were  satisfied  witii  bis  ^rts, 
and  deyotion  to  the  best  interests  of 
our  country;  and  bis  piiidenoe  and 
discxetion  gave  promise  of  his  being 
equally  successful  in  dischaiging  the 
high  and  important  duties  again  en- 
trusted to  his  care.  i 


\dE.  VI. 

Hie  4tli  of  March  falling  on  a  Smt  | 

day  this  year,  the  president's  inaiigm»  , 
tion  took  place  the  next  day.  | 
The  \mml  ceremonies  were  ob- 
serv'fl  iu  the  prc^sence  of  an  august 
!u?semblage,  and  Mr.  Monroe  delivered  \ 
his  second  Inaugural  address  to  a  nu- 
merous company  of  friends  and  coun- 
trymen. It  is  a  Tery  long  document, 
quite  unostentatious,  and,  in  a  busnness* 
hke  way,  recites  the  principal  incidents 
of  his  first  administration,  and  indicates 
the  resources  of  the  country.    TIic  for- 
tification of  the  sea-coast,  and  the  aug- 
mentation of  the  navy ;  neutrality  with 
regard  to  the  new  states  in  South 
America  and  their  contests  with  for-  | 
eign  powers ;  negottations  with  Great 
Britain,  Erance,  and  other  European 
nations;  the  removal  of  the  Indian 
tribes  westward ;  the  brilliant  prospects 
of  our  country  in  the  future ;  these  and 
the  Hke  formed  the  staj^le  of  Mr.  ]\Ion- 
roe's  ad(lref:55,  and  were  not  only  adapted 
to  the  oec;ision  but  were  received  with 
approbation  throughout  the  Union. 

Among  the  earliest  acts  of  the  pres- 
ident aft^  bis  inauguration,  was  the 
appointment,  od.  the  lOth  of  March,  of 
General  Jackson  to  be  the  govei  nor  of 
thenewly^acqiured  territory  of  floxida. 
lie  was  vested  with  "all  the  powers 
and  authorities  hitherto  exercised  by 
the  govei'nor  and  captain-general  and 
intendant  of  Cuba,  and  by  the  govern- 
ors of  East  and  West  Florida."  Elijius 
EVoroentinwas  appointed  chief  justice 
of  the  territoiy.  About  the  middle 
of  June,  General  Jackaon  arrived  in 
Florida,  and  proceeded  to  take  formal 
possession,  in  the  name  <d  tiie  United 
States. 
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fixing  his  head-qnarten  at  Pensacola, 
he  issued  prodaznatkoiB  apd  oFdmuioeB 

for  the  government  under  his  charge ; 
bat  he  speedily  discovered,  that  the 
Spanisli  autlioritips  were  very  reluctant 
to  retire  from  their  position,  and  were 
determined  to  ezubai'rass  l^i">  in  every 
possiiblc  way.  "Apprehending,"  says 
Monette,  "a  tmswtl  of  the  ermmm 
and  arlafioea  practised  by  the  Spanish 
anthoiitiesi  lelatiTe  to  the  Bonender  of 
the  Katehea  District,  in  1798,  and  rel- 
ative to  the  factitious  land-titles 
i8ai«  .  .       -  ~~ 

of  Louisiana,  Governor  Jackson 

determined,  by  jjrompt  mea'-r.rr-^,  to 
Buppress  any  such  attempt.  Having 
been  informed  that  the  ex-govemor, 
Callerai  was  about  to  transmit  to  Ila- 
▼BDa  certain  documents  and  ardtdves 
pertaining  to  land  titles^  in  Tioltttion  of 
tihe  second  arddtf  of  the  treaty  of  6e»> 
sion,  he  made  a  peremptory  demand 
for  their  surrender,  m  the  property  of 
the  United  States.  The  ex-govemor 
refnsinj?  to  obey  the  demand,  Governor 
Jncl^son  issued  an  order  for  his  arrest 
and  oouiinement  in  the  calaboose,  and 
tiie  docmmaits  were  seised  and  Uken. 
fifom  his  honse^  where  they  had  been 
boxed  up  for  shipment  The  ex-gofsr- 
ernor  was  then  released."  Calleva,  in 
tlie  meantime,  had  obtained  a  writ  of 
^<//x77.?  rorpv-^  fvom  Jndge  FromentLn, 
for  his  relea.^e;  l)ut  General  Jackson 
treated  the  writ  very  unceremoniously, 
and  Buiumoaed  the  judge  before  him  to 
answer  for  his  conduct  in  the  matter. 
iVomentm  plead  indisposition  and  did 
not  appear,  and  after  much  altercation 
between  the  governor  and  the  judge, 
the  subject  was  dropped,  and  the  respec- 
tive parties — Jackson,  Eromentin,  and 


S85 

CaUeva — published  th^  statements 
and  appeals  in  the  newspapeia 

Hie  snmmaiy  proceedings  of  General 
Jackson  touched  the  Castilian  pride  to 
the  quick,  and  some  seven  of  tlic  Span- 
ish officei-s  published  in  the  Pensacola 
newspaper,  a  remonstrance  iigiiinst  the 
governor's  acta  with  regard  to  CaUeva.  } 
Jackson,  considering  it  an  unwarrant- 
able interference  with  his .  anthority, 
and  h^^  offenave  in  lax^piage^isBned 
an  order  fi>r  thdr  immediate  departure 
from  the  cotintry,  on  pain  of  imprison- 
ment. Twelve  of  them  were  accord- 
ingly conipplIf"d  to  sail  for  Havana,  vnth. 
but  httlo  time  allowed  for  settling  up 
their  affairs  and  disposing  of  their  prop- 
erty. 

A  sinukr  oontroveisy  occuned  with 
the  governor  of  East  Florida,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  archives  of  tiiat  provinee, 
and  it  was  settled  by  Colond  Worth- 
iiigton,  in  October,  in  the  same  sum- 
mary mode.  The  papers  were  seized 
and  Bccured,  and  the  Spaniards  had  no 
alternative  but  to  submit  to  evident 
necessity.  We  may  mention  iu  this  | 
cotmeetioB,  that  Gmeral  Jaekaon  re-  i 
tained  his  position  tall  the  ftllowing 
year,  when  tilie  Ammcan  population 
having  increased  so  greatly  as  to  in- 
dade  five  thousand  males,  Florida  was 
organized  as  a  territory,  in  tiie  first 
grade  of  territorial  government.* 

The  president,  on  the  18th  of  Au- 


•  Tliree  ywirs  Liter,  In  1825,  it  was  entitled  to  enter 
on  the  sciond  graJc,  The  white  sctUemcnts  were  for 
the  most  part  clustered  round  Pensacola,  St.  Mark's^ 
Tallahassee,  (wliidi  luul  U-cn  selected  as  tho  scat  of 
government,)  atid  St.  Auguistine;  but  the  greater  part 
of  the  count^7  mm  tWL  oocnpied  bjtlia  nt/in  Mm 
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gnst,  in  c(»>foimit7  with  the  joint  reso- 
Intimi  fbr  tlie  adnuaaioii  of  Hisoiiii, 

issued  liis  proclamation,  ounoimciDg  tbo 
fact,  tliat  that  state  had  complied  with 
tlie  terms  prescribed  in  the  resolution, 
and  declaring  the  admisglou  of  IViissouri 
to  be  now  complete.  The  vexatioug 
controversy  connected  with  the  qucotion 
of  Miaaonii,  and  the  progress  of  alavcry, 
WW  held  to  "be  settled  on  a  pemument 
basis;  Imt  there  wore  men  of  thonght 
and  pentpieadly  who  even  then  doubted 
the  soundness  and  value  of  the  ^  com- 
promise." SubscqiK'nt,  events  in  our 
history  demonstrate,  that  the  real  ques- 
tion at  i;s6uc  lias  not  been  settled ;  and 
there  are  those  who  entertain  the  opin- 
ion, that  it  never  will  be  settled  on 
mntnaQy  sadsfiustorjr  terms. 

On  the  3d  of  December,  the  sereiir 
teentli  C*>ngi-ess  cGmmenced  its  first 
se&sion.'  In  the  Senate,  now  appeared 
for  the  first  time,  Samuel  L.  Sontliard, 
of  New  Jersey ;  Martin  Vim  Buren,  of 
New  York;  Thomas  H.  Benton,  of 
Missouri ;  autl  Cajsjar  A.  Eodney,  of 
Delaware.  In  the  House,  the  republi- 
can membos  were  among  the  most 
distinginshed  of  their  partf,  snch  as 
Taylor,  Sergeant^  Randolph,  Barbonr, 
Cambrchng,  Walworth,  Lownd^,  etc. 
Henry  Clay  was  not  a  memLer  of  this 
Concjrpss;  and  Barbour  was  elected 
speiiker  by  a  small  majority. 

The  prteiiduat'd  fifth  annual  message 
was  sent  in  the  same  day,  and  entered 
fully  into  the  Yarions  qnestioaB  requir- 
ing the  attention  of  Congress. 
Its  view  cf  public  affairs,  a- 
broad  and  at  home,  waa  encouragiog, 
showing  that  there  was  a  STirplns  in 
hand,  by  the  help  of  the  $5,000,000 
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loan;  bnt,  oonidnced  that  an  mcreaae 
cf  revmnie  would  be  neoesBary,  the 
president  reconmiended  a  moderate  ad- 
ditional duty  on  certain  articles.* 

Early  in  the  session,  a  resolution  vrm 
adopted  codling  upon  the  president  tor 
information  relative  to  General  Jack- 
son's course  in  i  ioridii  and  his  disputes 
with  Judge  jEVcmientin,  elba.  Th»  pra»> 
idenf^s  answer,  with  the  doeomenta^  was 
sent  in  at  the  dose  of  January,  182d, 
and  after  considerable  debate,  it  waa 
settled,  that  the  House  would  not  enter 
into  any  investigation,  or  cast  censure 
upon  General  Jackson.  The  appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  imder  the 
fourth  census  came  up  in  February,  and 
after  much  time  was  wasted  in  fi.xing 
theratio^it  was  finally  determined  that 
there  should  be  one  m^mbw  for  every 
forfy  thonsand  of  the  people;  this  in- 
creased the  number  of  members 
to  two  hundred  and  thirteen. 
A  general  bankrupt  law  was  again  pro- 
poserl,  and  warmly  urged  on  various 
grounds;  but  being  opposed  by  the 
southern  and  western  members  it  wad 
lost  by  a  Tote  of  mnely-nbe  to  aerenty- 
twa  The  tariff  question  gave  rise  to 
much  ^UBcns9ion,and  the  standing  com- 
mittee onmanufiictureB  reported  against 
the  expediency  of  further  protectloii 
to  home  manufactures.  Provision  was 
made  for  receiving  sul).seriptions  to  a 
loan  of  $26,000,000,  at  five  per  cent, 


*  ikiiKMig  flie  ^tinguisbed  tarn  wbo  were  removed 
by  death  at  this  date,  wc  may  niak*  BNQtion  of  Elias 
Boudinot,  wbo  died  in  1821,  aged  ei<^ty-two;  and  of 
WDluin  Pinknoy,  iged  fiffy-Mvco ;  WOlittn  LmmdeB^ 
ttged  forty-two ;  aod  Owtnd  Stnfc,  aged  ainelj^bwi 
whodkdinim 
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for  the  pDurpoBe  of  meeting  the  public 
debt  at  six  aud  sevea  per  oenl,  tlien 
fftUing  dne.  In  accordance  with  public 
sentiment,  Congress,  early  in  Mareb,  al- 
mc«t  iinanimoui<ly  agreed  to  appropriate 
$IOi>,000  to  defray  the  expenses  of  mis- 
bioiid  to  the  South.  American  republics. 
A  bill  for  the  preaemtioiL  and  repair 
of  the  Comberland  Boad  paased  Ixvtli 
Hcmaei,  tlie  vote  being,  in  llie  Honse  of 
BepveBentatiTes,  eighty-tbiee  to  seven- 
ty-ona.  The  prandenti  however,  early 


m 

in  May,  declined  giving  Ida  aanction  to 
the  bill,  and  sent  to  Congress  a  very 

long  and  able  document  arising  against 
tlic  constitutional  power  of  the  national  i 
Icijisliiture  to  make  appropriations  for 
internal  improvements.  The  vote  on 
the  reconsideration  of  the  biU  with  the 
prcflidentii  objections^  was  rixty-eight 
in  ftrTor  to  seventy-tiro  againat  it 

On  tiie  8th  of  HUy,  Congress  adjourn* 
ed  to  meet  agam  on  the  Hat  Monday 
inDeeember. 


PRESIDENTIAL  CAMDIDATES. 


CHAPT££  lY. 


xifn  o9  Kovxox'a  adkivistsatioit. 

Ifew  politic*!  comMpttion*— 0>iidid»t«»  for  the  preiidesej — ConTeatioa  vith  Fnnot — HeUticau  with  Englaod— 
ConirreM la se«k>o — ThtmeHtge of  th«  preddent — Acte  ofdM  MtriiaB— "The  AKplelf— VkainrMidMi 

Toriiplci'n's  ac<-ount« — • 'Dwoii<1niyN  oxpfdilion  against  Porto  Rico  —  Pirncie*  in  the  Wwt  India  sens  —  Porter't 
m«Mttres,  aad  r«wilta — Eigbteeoth  Goagr«M — Preddent's  mctaage  —  Sooth  Amerioaa  republics  —  "  Tb«  Monroe 
doctrincT  —  J.  Q.  Aduns  il«  author  —  Ameudmeiita  to  th«  Ooiutitation— Schemes  uid  pluw  of  politiciaua — 
Roods  and  cauala,  bankrupt  law,  etc.  —  Rcv!:;iuu  of  the  tariff — l^ong  debate  —  Sympathy  with  the  Greeks— 
The  caucus  syotem — Crawford  nominated  by  a  caucus  —  General  Lafayette  vidta  the  United  States — EatLusi- 
astio  reception  —  His  progress  through  the  country  —  Honors  every  whiTe  paid  to  him — Action  of  Congress  in 
hi*  bahalf  —  The  praridsDliftl  aoatsat— The  result  of  the  votw  for  Aadrew  Jackson,  J.  Q.  Ji/dmt,  W.  H.  Cr»wfof4* 
ud  Henry  Clay — Saeond  ieaiion  of  the  eighteenth  CongroB— Porition  of  Hiatttn  M  to  the  kppraehliig  deeUon 
of  preauiont  —  Chiy  pvca  Lis  influonca  in  fisvor  of  Adams  —  ni.ir^'cs  against  him —  Adums  elected  president  by 
the  Hoase  of  Bepresentatirea — The  Beaoimrohaii  eldm — Congress  adjoam — Retrospect  of  James  MouWa 
•dviidiilntfan— Eitnwt  fiw  1.    AdMu'b  Eulogy  as  Uonno. 


DtTRiNo  the  fsesiion  of  Concrregs  which 
had  just  closed,  it  becanif  cvitlpnt,  that 
new  political  combinations  were  gradu- 
ally forming  in  the  United  States.  The 
question  of  protection  divided 
the  politioiaDB  of  the  Union  by 
new  lines;  and  it  was  the  same  irith 
the  right  of  OongreeB  to  superintend 
internal  improvements;  and  since  the 
greater  nmnber  of  the  federalists  had 
Vol.  111.-^ 


l:)Oon  absorbed  into  the  democratic  body, 
it  wfw  only  by  divi.sion  in  this  body  that 
new  parties  could  be  formed.  The  pros- 
pect of  another  presidential  election, 
remote  as  it  iraS|had  ealled  IMi  no 
fewer  than  six  eandidates.  JohnQidn^ 
ey  Adamsi  irho  was  the  **moomar,^ 
according  to  pfeeeden^  in  the  eases  of 
Madison  and  Monroe ;  Andrew  J ac^son, 
whose  undoubted  democracy,  added  to 
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the  teinmpili  of  New  Orletma,  made  liim 

the  popular  candidate,  though  at  first 
hh  nomination  excited  much  ridicule ; 
Henry  Clay,  whofc  high  standing  as  a 
diplomatist,  and  in  Congress,  justified 
his  claims  to  the  first  office  in  the  na- 
tion; ^Villiuiji  II.  Crawford,  \\  iiliiuii 
Lowndes,  (who  diedm  tius  year,  1822,) 
and  John  G.  Galliomi,  wlio  repreeented 
sectional  feelingB,  and  personal  or  local 
politics,  rather  than  party  preference, 
or  national  renown.  Adams,  by  virtue 
of  h\3  name  alone,  and  Clay,  "by  reason 
of  his  course,  and  as  an  opponent  of 
the  new  democratic  party,  received  the 
support  of  the  federalists,  or  of  those 
who  had  beoi  ftdeialiatB.  JadBBon  i»> 
cdved  that  of  the  democrats  nmyeiv 
Bally.  It  was  also  ohserved,  that  New 
England  rallied  round  Adams,  not  un- 
naturally; the  south  mostly  affected 
Cra^rford  and  Calhoun ;  while  Jackson 
and  Clay  divided  tlic  supremacy  of  the 
western  states.  iVll  of  the  candidates, 
it  is  worth  noting,  belonged  to  the  old 
repaUkan  party. 

In  the  month  of  Jime,  a  oonuner- 
cial  oODTKition  was  entered  into  with 
France.  Its  terms  were  considered  fa* 
roraiUe,  and  it  was  to  eontinne  for  two 
years.  Tlie  American  and  British  com- 
missioners under  an  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Ghent,  ran  the  northern  boundary 
line  between  the  United  States  and  the 
British  possesions.  The  retaliatory 
coai'se  pursned  in  reference  to  the  West 
India  trade  was  loudly  oompleined  of 
by  the  British  islands,  and  the  English 
govemment  felt  compelled  finally  to 
agree  to  a  reciprocal  trade  between  its 
colonies  in  America  and  the  United 
States.    The  president  issued  a  proc 


lamation  on  this  sabject  on  the  24ih  of 
Angost. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  Congress 
reassembled,  and  the  president's  mes- 
sage was  sent  in  on  the  following  day. 
Various  and  important  topics 
were  spoken  of  in  tliu  message, 
and  a  pnxminng  aspect  of  feire^  and 
domestic  affiurs  was  pfeaented ;  bat  no 
measnre  of  special  moment  was  recom- 
maided,  none  probably  being  deemed 
necessary,  in  the  then  position  of  the 
country.  The  receipts  into  the  trea.°nry 
for  the  first  three  quarters  of  the  yi  ar 
hud  been  more  than  $14,T-i5,U0U.  The 
payments  during  the  same  period  had 
exceeded  $1^^,279,000,  leaving  in  the 
treasnry  $4,128,000.  The  gross  amoont 
of  dnties  fer  the  whole  year  waa  esti- 
mated at  $28,000,000. 

Few  acts  of  note  were  passed  dunng 
the  present  session,  nor  was  any  stirring 
j)olitieal  question  obtruded  upon  the 
attention  of  the  legislature.  Govem- 
ment proceeded  with  the  tranquility 
which  characterizes  a  period  of  general 
prosperity,  or  one  in  which  tiie  energies 
of  the  people  are  not  roused  by  any 
<W*i^«g  topic  No  increase  of  the  duty 
on  woolen  goods  could  be  effected ; 
nor  could  imprisonment  for  debt  be 
abolished ;  neither  were  the  proposals 
to  survey  various  canal  routes  (ehiefly 
in  the  north)  received ;  but  an  a])propri- 
ation  for  the  repair  of  the  Cumberland 
Bead  passed,  and  xeodved  Mbnroei^- 
signatore,  as  he  had  intimated  his  wil- 
lingness to  coK>perate  to  this  extent  in 
the  cause  of  internal  improvements — 
the  right  of  exercising  jurisdiction  and 
sovereignty  over  the  route  not  being 
assumed  by  the  federal  govemmeDt.. 
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the  (urcnit  court,  however,  he  cLdined 
to  be  in  advance,  in  his  account  vnth. 
government,  to  the  amount  of  nearly 
$136,800;  and  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  wlio  inves- 
tigated the  circnmstancea  of  the  caao, 
reported  a  smn  of  $35,190  actually 
doe  to  liim;  tiie  paymant  of  lua  ealary 
was,  thCTcfore,  icsmmed,  and  the  arrears 
due  to  him,  paid.  He  had  performed," 
said  the  committee,  '^all  that  was  re- 
quired, and  more  than  was  promised 
or  expected.  The  protection  of  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  the  successful 
isaue  of  the  campaign  of  1814,  on  tho 
frontier,  was  owing  in  a  great  measure 
to  hia  exertiona.'* 

This  being  the  dioit  aeason,  the  Bar- 
eateenlih  C<mgreBB  finiahedits  career  on 
the  Sd  of  Maxch,  1823. 

An  expedition  under  Decoudray,  a 
Swiss  adventurer,  was  illegally  fitted 
out  in  New  York,  during  1822,  for  the 
pui-pose  of  Beiziug  upon  Porto  Eico. 
It  failed,  however,  entirely,  and  was 
soon  fbxgotten.  But  the  ayBtem  (tf  piri* 
Tateeriog',  which  was  eztensivel  j  eairied 
on  in  the  West  ]jidia  seas,  compelled 
attention  and  called  loudly  £>r  redress. 
During  the  contest  between  Spain  and 
her  revolted  provinces,  in  consequence 
of  the  weakness  and  poverty  of  hotli 
sides,  every  species  of  atrocity  wa.^ 
sorted  to,  and  piracy,  under  the  niuno 
of  privateering,  was  eagerly  pursued. 
>  The  ncxthem  coast  of  Cnba  was  the 
chief  hannt  of  the  bnccaaeera,  and  Cou" 
giees  caused  a  part  of  the  fleet  to  be 
stationed  in  those  seas,  for  the 
protection  of  American  com- 
merce, which  had  suffered  greatly  from 
the  attacks  of  these  corsairs.  In  182% 


An  attempt  was  made  to  effect  a  settle- 
ment on  the  Pacific  at  the  mouth  of  the 
ColumLia  liiver,  ISIr.  l^loyd,  of  Virginia, 
being  very  active  in  the  matter;  but 
the  majority  ci  '-he  members  ot  Oon- 

  gress  deemed  it  visionary  to 

pay  attention  to  a  region  bo 
dM#*ffitr  Mid  so  inaccessible*  An  addi- 
tional force  was  authorized  for  the  sup- 
pression of  jmnc^;  the  state  of  Ohio 
had  certain  grants  of  land  made  to  it 
for  aiding  in  constructing  a  road  from 
the  rapids  of  the  Miami  to  the  western 
boundary  of  tho  CJomiecticut  reserve; 
an  act  was  passed  relative  to  the  mode 
of  doing  busiueas  in  the  cuatom-houiies, 
eta  Charges  were  made  against  Mr. 
Grawfbrd,  secretaiy  of  tiie  treasury,  of 
having  nusmanaged  the  pnbKo  fimds, 
Tiolated  the  law,  and  the  like;  but 
after  a  full  and  thorough  investigation, 
he  was  honorably  and  entirely  acquitted. 
The  accusations  agaiMt  Mr.  Crawfrtrd 
having  come  from  Ninian  EdwurtLs, 
who  used  the  signature  A.  B.,  in  a 
Washington  newspaper,  this  aSaii  was 
stigmatized  as  *^ihe  A.  B.  ploi.*^ 

A  rather  singalar  question  came  be- 
fore Congress  at  this  session,  viz.,  re- 
specting the  state  of  Viceffresid^t 
Tompkins's  accounts.  In  accordance 
with  a  bill  passed  In  the  preceding  ses- 
sion, the  payment  of  his  salary  was 
suspended,  m  it  appealed  that  he  was 
in  arrear,  in  respect  of  the  payments 
dne  by  him  to  the  treamij.  He  had 
iSL  &et  become  involved  in  his  private 
afiaira,  in  oonseqiience  of  advances  he 
had  made  fi»  the  defence  of  New  York 
in  the  late  war,  and  of  default  in  tlie 
payment  of  public  monnyi  hy  sub- 
ordinate agents.    In  the  trial  before 
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Commodore  Porter,  once  of  the  Essex 
— whose  e:q»loit8  in  the  Pacific  we 
hfive  narrntod  in  a  previous  chapter — 
was  ;ij)poiut('d  to  the  command  of  this 
&t]^uadi  oa.  llis  vigorous  measures  speed- 
ily freed  the  navigation  of  those  aeas 
from  such  dangers;  but  it  was  at  a 
great  eacrifice  of  life,  principally  in 
oooaequenee  of  ydlow  fbver. 

Porter  at  last,  haviDg  'barely  escaped 
death  from  yeUcw  fever  himself,  re- 
turned home ;  and  as  he  had  received 
no  orders  to  do  so,  was  ordered  back 
immediately,  lletuming  to  his  post  in 
October,  1824,  he  acted  witli  such  im- 
prudent energy  against  Foxardo,  a  town 
of  Porto  Bioo,  where  one  of  hia  offieers, 
who  had  gone  on  an  nnantiiorued  eiv 
rand,  had  been  inaiiHed,  that  he  waa 
superseded ;  and  bemg  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  was  suspended  for  six  months. 
Upon  wliich  he  entered  the  Mexican 
service,  altliou2:h  it  was  illegal,  as  to 
his  own  goverumeut,  to  do  so,  and  was 
made  commander-in-chief  of  the  naval 
forcea  of  Mexioo,  with  a  salary  of 
$35,000  a  year.  In  his  new  capacity, 
he  treated  the  United  States  and  Ihdr 
neutrality  very  curtly  and  nnoeremoni- 
oiisly.*  Captain  Warrington  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  command  in  the  "West 
Indies,  and  actively  watched  the  inter- 
ests of  American  commerce  in  that 
quarter. 

The  eighteenth  CknigresB  assembled 
on  the  &Bt  day  of  December,  1888. 
The  i^fnoaohing  contest  for  the  presi- 


♦  porter  rcinaintvl  In  the  Mexican  service,  until 
1829,  wbcD  be  returned  to  the  United  Statea  He  iras 
■dliMCiiwiifly  coonlpfBMfil  «t  AlgktB,  and  ndniater 
to  f*^c  Turicub  court  He  ^ed  Nk  Fbh,  «ii  Am  98th 
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deney  ezerdsed,  as  iras  to  be  expected,  ! 
considerable  influence  in  the  elections 
to  the  House  of  Eepresentatives ;  for 
it  was  Tjclicvcd  by  many,  that  in  con-  | 
sequence  of  the  number  of  caiididates, 
that  branch  of  the  legislature  woulil  in 
the  end  be  charged  with  the  choice  of 
^  ezecntlye,  and  the  friends  of  the 
Tamils  aspiranfa  exerted  themselYSS  to 
thentmost  to  aecnre  a  retmai  fikToraible 
to  their  hopes. 

Eufus  King,  Soiddiard,  Van  Buren, 
W.  E.  King,  I^facon,  and  others,  were 
stUl  in  the  Senate  ;  and  Ilayne,  of  South 
Carohna,  and  Andrew  Jaclcson,  of  Ten- 
nessee, were  among  the  new  appoint* 
ments.  In  the  House,  Henry 
CSay  was  retained  £3r  Kentucky 
once  more;  Dsmiel  Webster  took  his 
seat  again,  but  it  was  for  Massachusetts 
now ;  and  there  were  also  sent  for  the 
first  time  to  this  Congress,  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  John  Forsyth,  William  0.  Eives, 
and  jildward  Livingston.  As  was  cus- 
tomary, the  first  trial  of  strength  took 
place  on  the  election  of  a  sj>eaker;  and 
the  predominant  influence  of  Clay  was 
manifest,  when  he  was  retamed  at  the 
fint  ballot,  by  a  majority  of  nearly  a 
hundred,  over  Philip  P.  Barbonr. 

The  seventh  annual  message  of  the 
president  wa«  c^Tit  in  the  next  day.  It 
rej)resentcd  the  hnances  as  in  a  liighly 
favorable  condition- — promising  a  sur- 
plus of  $9,000,000  by  the  end  of  the 
year;  and  adyised  a  revision  of  the 
tariff  for  the  especial  ^  uipose  of  pw^ 
tedang  American  mannfactnres,  and  as 
a  means  of  increaBing  tiie  national  pros- 
perity. It  also  recommended  the  con- 
struction  of  a  canal  to  connect  the 
Ghesapeake  and  the  Ohio,  as  a  great 
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liatioiial  work,  provided  the  jurbdiction 
wero  left  in  tlie  bands  of  tlie  statea 
through  wuich  the.  canal  should  paas. 

Tlio  chief  interest,  however,  connect- 
ed with  the  niessage,  was  in  relation  to 
foreign  powers  and  their  course  of  policy 
as  respected  the  continent  cf  America. 
NfttnxaUy,  the  United  States  took  a  deep 
iutereat  in  the  condition  and  progress 
of  the  people  of  South  America,  and, 
as  we  have  seen,  there  was  an  earnest 
desire  manifested  for  their  snccess  in 
their  struggles  for  liberty,  and  in  their 
steadfast  determination  to  thruu'  oil" 
the  yoke  of  foreign  masters  and  rulers. 
Europeim  powers,  on  the  other  Land, 
I   Tiewed  this  matter  irith  Ytry  diflbrent 
I  feeliogs;  and  Spain  made  vjgtaoA  tsppSr 
I    cation  to  the  allied  sovereigns  to  assist 
I  her  in  soMningher  rebeUioiiB  colonies, 
)    promisino'  extensive  and  valnahle  com- 
mercial privileges  in  return.  Probably, 
they  would  have  interfered  in  behalf 
I    of  Spain,  had  not  Great  Britain  opposed, 
in  part  at  least,  any  such  conrse  of  ac- 
tion. The  pfresident,  in  his  mesBage, 
states,  that  amicable  negotiations  w&ce 
in  progress  with  Russia  and  England, 
to  settle  their  respective  rights  and  in- 
terests on  the  north-west  coast.  "In 
'  '    the  (li'jcussions  to  which  this  interest 
;    has  given  rise,"  he  adds,  "and  in  the 
arrangements  by  which  they  may  ter- 
minate, the  occasion  has  been  judged 
proper  for  asserting,  as  a  prindple  in 
which  the  lights  and  interestB  of  the 
Dnited  States  are  involved,  that  the 
American  continents,  "by  the  free  and 
independent  condition  which  they  have 
nsi^nmed  and  maintain,  are  henceforth 
not  to  be  conRideretl  as  suljjects  of  future 
.   colonization  by  any  European  powers." 


Towards  the  dose  of  the  message, 

beside  e?q)res5?ing  warm  sympathy  with  j 
the  lieroic  struggles  of  the  (ireeks,  the  I 
president  adverts  to  the  eil'orts  which  '. 
had  been  made  in  Spain  and  Tortugal, 
to  improve  the  condition  of  the  jg^g^ 
people  of  those  nations,  and 
goes  on  to  say,  in  words  which  deserve 
to  be  weighed  carefully  by  the  stadent 
of  history ;  "  Of  events  in  that  quarter 
of  the  globe,  with  which  we  have  bo 
much  intercourse  and  from  which  we  '■. 
derive  our  origin,  we  have  always  been  1 
anxious  and  interested  spectators.  The 
citizens  of  the  United  States  cherish 
sentiments  the  most  friendly  in  &vor 
of  the  liberty  and  happiness  of  their 
fiUoW'men  on  that  side  of  the  Atlantic 
In  the  wars  of  the  European  powfrs, 
in  matters  relating  to  themselves,  we 
have  never  taken  any  part,  nor  does  it 
comport  with  our  policy  so  to  do.  It 
is  only  when  our  riglits  are  invaded  or 
seriously  men  u  n],  that  we  resent  in- 
juries or  make  preparation  lor  our  d^ 
fence.  With  the  movements  in  this 
hemisphere  we  are  of  neeessitv  mcM  I 
immediately  connected,  and  by  causes 
which  mittt  be  obvious  to  aU  ffliliirht- 
ened  and  impartial  observers.  The 
political  system  of  the  allied  powers  is 
essentially  different  in  this  respect  from 
that  of  America.  This  diflerenco  pro- 
ceeds from  that  which  eodsfs  k  tfaeir 
respective  govemmoits.  And  to  the 
de^ce  of  our  own,  wMch  has  been 
achieved  by  the  loss  of  so  much  blood 
and  treasure,  and  matured  by  the  wis- 
dom of  their  most  cnh'ghtened  eitiz-ens, 
and  under  which  we  have  enjoyed  un- 
exampled felicity,  this  whole  nation  is 
devoted.  We  owe  it,  therefore,  to  can- 
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doiTf  andto  Hie  amlcaLle  relations  exist- 
ing  between  the  United  States  and 

those  powcj-s,  to  declare,  that  we  should 
consider  any  attempt  on  their  jtart  to 
;   extend  theii'  system  to  any  portion  of 
I  thb  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our 
!  peace  and  safety.   With  the  existing 
'  colonies  or  dep^oides  of  my  Euro- 
pean power  we  bsve  not  interfered,  and 
shall  not  interfere.   But  with  the  gov- 
ernments who  have  declared  their  in- 
I    dependence,  and  maintained  it,  and 
whose  independence  we  have,  on  great 
consideration,  and  on  jnst  principles, 
acknowledged,  we  could  not  view  any 
interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppres- 
sing them,  or  controlling  in  any  other 
mBomet  their  destiny,  by  any  European 
power,  in  any  otiier  light  iJian  as  tiie 
,  manifestation  of  an  unfriendly  disposi- 
I  tion  toward  the  United  States.  In  the 
I  war  between  those  new  ofovcramcnt-j 
I     and  Spain,  we  declared  our  neutrality 
at  the  time  of  their  recognition,  and  to 
this  we  have  adhered,  and  shall  cou- 
tinae  to  adhere,  provided  no  ehange 
shflill  occur  whidt,  in  the  judgment  of 
(K)mpetent  authorities  of  this  govern- 
ment, shall  make  a  corresponding  change 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  indis- 
pensable to  tlieir  sccnrity. 

"The  late  events  in  Spain  and  Portu- 
gal show  that  Europe  id  still  unsettled. 
Of  this  important  fact  no  stronger  proof 
I  can  be  adduced,  than  that  the  allied 
powers  should  have  thought  it  proi)er, 
I  on  a  principle  satis&ctoiy  to  them- 
selves, to  have  interposed  by  force  in 
the  internal  concerns  of  Spain.  To 
what  extent  such  inter]X)'5ition  may  be 
carried, on  (he  same  ]ii'incijile.  is  a  (jues- 
tioa  to  which  all  independent  powei-s, 


whose  governments  dil^  from  theirs 

are  interested;  even  those  most  remote, 
and  surely  none  more  so  than  the  United 
States.  Our  policy  in  regard  to  Eu- 
rope, which  was  adopted  at  on  early 
stage  of  the  wars  which  have  so  long 
agitated  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  ner- 
erthelees  remains  the  same,  whidi  is, 
nottointet^fere  in  the  internal  concems 
of  any  of  its  powers;  to  consider  the 
government,  di faoeo,  as  the  legitimate 
government  for  ns;  to  cultivate  friendly 
relations  with  it,  and  to  preserve  those 
relations  by  a  frank,  firm,  and  manly 
policy;  meeting,  in  all  iiLstanccs,  the 
just  claims  of  every  power,  submitting 
to  injuries  from  none.  But  in  r^;ard 
to  these  continents,  eireumstances  are 
eminently  and  conspicuously  di£Eerent 
It  is  impos-^il  Mp  that  the  allied  powers 
should  extend  their  political  system  to 
;niy  portion  of  either  continent  without 
endangering  our  peace  and  happiness ; 
nor  can  any  one  believe  that  our  south- 
ern brethi-eu,  ii"  left  to  themselves, 
would  adopt  it  of  thdr  own  accord. 
It  is  equally  impossible,  therefore,  tiiat 
we  should  behold  such  interpodticm,  in 
any  form,  with  indifference.  K  we  look 
to  the  comparative  strength  and  re- 
sources of  Spain  and  those  new  govern- 
ments, and  their  distance  iroua  each 
other,  it  must  l>e  obvious  that  nhe  can 
never  subdue  tliem.  It  is  still  the  true 
j)olicy  of  the  United  States  to  leave 
the  parties  to  th«nselves,  in  the  hope 
that  other  powers  will  pursue  the  same 
course." 

Wo  have  quoted  these  paragraphs  in 

full  in  order  that  the  render 
might  see  exactly  what  is  meant 
by  the  "Monroe  doctrine."   It  was  a 
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j  bold  announceraent  on  the  president's 
part,  although  justice  requires  that  the 
merit  of  it,  if  merit  there  be  in  it,  >^li'  «uld 
be  atti'il>\ited  to  John  Quincy  Adams, 
who  originated  the  view,  aud  from 
whom  Mr.  Mom-oe  adopted  it.  How- 
ever qaestioiiBble  it  might  be  considered 
for  tlie  pzesideat  to  avow  bo  openly  and 
fully  sentimeiita  like  these,  oommittbg 
the  United  States  to  a  policy  as  novel 
as  it  was  bold,  the  people  of  the  Union 
adopted  them  at  once ;  and  thongh  for- 
eign powers  were  startled  somewhat, 
and  a  little  dkpf  1  to  complain,  the 
line  of  policy  tlieu  loaiked  out  has  ever 
smoe  heen  that  by  irhieh  our  goYem- 
ment  has  regulated  its  oondnct  on  tlus 
important  sabjed 

Varions  amendments  to  the  Consti- 
tution were  proposed  and  advocated 
warmly,  all  of*  tlicm,  however,  ha\Tn^ 
i-eference,  more  or  less  direct,  to  the 
approaching  presidential  contest ;  hut 
no  one  of  the  proposed  amendments 
found  sufficient  favor  to  be  adopted. 
The  attention  of  members  of  Congress 
was  greatly  engrossed  by  schemes,  and 
plana,  and  hcpes,  and  fears,  with  regard 
to  the  man  who  was  to  be  the  next 
president.  Manceuvrea  and  intrigues 
of  ail  kindR  were  put  in  ])ractlce,  and 
every  man  gave  in  his  adhesion  to 
Adams,  Jackson,  Clay,  Crawford,  or 
CSalhoun.  The  attack  on  Mr. 
Crawford  was  renewed,  bat  to 
no  poTpoae  (see  p.  889) ;  and  the  otiier 
candidates  were  exposed  to  an  ordeal 
more  or  less  severe,  in  the  way  of  por- 
1  sonal  utfai'ks  and  inipnfations  on  char- 
'  actor,  wliich,  however  groundless,  an- 
swered the  object  of  political  rivals 
and  aspirants. 
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A  long  debate  was  had  again  on  the 
subject  of  roads  and  canals,  and  $30,000 

were  appropriated  for  survep,  plans, 
and  estimates  of  such  roads  and  canals 
as  the  president  might  deem  of  national 
importance.  i^Jiother  attempt  wa^j  made 
to  establish  a  general  bankruptcy  law ; 
and  also  to  abolish  imprisonment  £>r 
debt;  but  both  Med  of  meeting  the 
approval  of  Congress. 

In  accordance  with  the  president's 
recommendation  on  this  subject,  a  very 
large  share  of  attention  was  devoted  to 
the  revision  of  the  tariff.  The  subject 
was  fully  discussed,  Henry  Clay  being 
the  great  advocate  on  the  one  side,  and  I 
Daniel  Webster  displaying  his  superior 
ability  on  the  other.  The  agricolfcnral 
and  nianu&ctniuig  interests  in  the  east 
and  the  west  were  united  in  support 
of  the  principle  of  a  protective  tariff; 
and  constituted  a  small  majority  in  both 
llouiies.  The  commercial  aud  naviga- 
ting interests  of  the  north,  joined  with 
the  largo  planters  of  tiie  south,  consti- 
toted  a  powerful,  intelligent,  and  pexse* 
veiing  minority,  opposed  to  any  tariff 
except  for  purposes  <^  revenneb  This 
sectional  division,  we  may  mention, 
helped  not  a  little  in  determining  one 
of  the  new  parties,  which  were  now 
germinating,— tlie  national  republicans, 
or  whigs,  as  they  were  subsequently 
termed.  For  aanud  ten  weeks  was  this 
question  debated ;  and  at  last,  on  the 
16th  of  April,  the  biU  passed 
the  House  by  a  majority  of  five, 
which  might  have  been  less,  for  two 
members  were  a^jsent;  and  the  Senate 
accepted  it,  but  amended  its  details 
considerably,  the  majority  tliere  being 
but  four.   It  passed  the  Senate  on  the 
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15th  of  May,  and,  after  a  conference 
with  tbe  Honse,  was  finally  adopted, 
and  approved  hj  the  president. 

Carryiug  out  ^Ir.  Monroe's  sugges- 
tion, aud  going  mncli  beyond  it,  Daniel 
Webster  prepared  a  resoliition  to  the 
effect,  that  the  preaideiit  be  authorized 
to  send  an  agent  or  ootmmsioner  to 
Greece,  whenever  he  might  see  fit.  The 
speech  of  the  gi  eat  orator  on  this  occa- 
sion, (Jannary  19th),  wag  one  of  the 
most  eloquent  which  he  ever  made ; 
and  thi'oughout  the  country  the  spirit 
of  the  people  responded  to  the  glowing 
sentiments  of  Webster.  Meetings  were 
held;  snbscriptioiiB  liberally  made; 
inoQ^^  dothing,  proTiBioiiSy  aims,  and 
the  like,  irere  shaped  to  Greece ;  and 
many  an  American  citizen  went  and 
joined  the  patriots  who  were  striving 
to  do  for  their  r.ative  laTirl,  what  onr 
fathers  had  accomplished  in  the  west- 
em  world.  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Poinsett 
advocated  a  resolution  of  sympathy 
vith  the  Greeks  in  tilkeir  struggles  for 
independence;  JohnBandolph  opposed 
it  with  all  his  might,  and  the  resolntion 
was  negatived  on  the  ground  of  inez- 
pcdicncy.* 

The  adjournment  did  not  occur  (al- 
though it  wa?  not  the  longest  session 
that  had  V)een  held)  till  the  Stth  of 
May,  so  protracted  were  the  debates. 
Bat  it  is  worth  noting,  no  ses- 
sion before  it  had  ever  been  so 
frmtfiil  in  le^slation ;  two  hundred  and 
twelve  measures  having  passed  through 
all  stages  to  their  completion. 

The  cancos  sjsteniy  which  had  been 


196-200. 


practicedi  n  good  deal  in  former  con- 
tests, was  now  shai-ply  discussed,  and  it 
began  to  be  felt,  that  it  ^vould  operate 
very  injuriously  to  some  of  the  candi- 
dates and  aspirants  for  the  highest  of- 
fiee  in  the  gift  of  the  people.  Tbe 
system  was  denounced  by  the  press, 
and  eflforta  were  made  to  induce  the 
state  legislatures  to  condemn  them. 
Early  in  the  session  it  was  ascertained, 
that  a  decided  plurality  of  the  mem- 
bers of  Ck)ngre^  were  in  favor  of  W. 
II.  Crawford,  tlic  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury, who  had  nearly  defeated  Monroe 
in  die  caucus  held  in  1SI6 ;  and  great 
was  the  mancsuvring  and  intriguing 
which  fdlowed.  The  partisaiis  of  the 
other  candidates  finally  resolved,  under 
something  like  a  tacit  understanding, 
that  they  would  not  hold  any  caucus  in 
favor  of  their  nominees  ;  but  the  friends 
of  Crawford  luM  one,  which,  though 
attended  by  no  more  than  sixty-six 
members,  obtained  for  him  only  sixty- 
four  votes.  Afterwards  two  were  givm 
to  Adams,  ome  to  Hacon,  and  one  to 
Andrew  Jackson.  The  mxty-fonr  were, 
however,  nearly  all  the  leading  politi- 
cians of  the  old  republican  party,  and 
they  declared  him  to  be  duly  nominated 
as  the  candidate  of  their  party.  And 
it  was  to  this  meeting  that  Crawford's 
fiiilui-e  was  afterwards  attributed;  al- 
though it  was  also  assigned  to  the  fiul- 
ure  of  his  health,  whidi  made  his  sup- 
porters question  if  he  could  dischaige 
the  duties  of  the  president's  office,  in 
case  he  were  elected.  Gallatin  was 
nominated  for  the  yice-presidency  by 
the  same  caucus,  but  lie  declined  the 
honor.  Jso  other  caucus  was  held  in 
behalf  of  any  of  the  competitors,  but 
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the  canvass  was  actiyely  pursued,  and 
the  partisans  of  each  Btr^mioiiBly  exert- 
ed themselvts. 

Not  with  standing  the  zeal  and  activ- 
ity of  jK»litical  partisans,  and  the  vig- 
orous contest  wliicli  waa  going  on,  the 
Bommer  of  1834  was  lendered  xnemoT' 
able  by  tlie  -ndt  of  the  iUastiions  Lar 
&yette,  '^tiie  hero  of  two  worlds.^ 
Some  three  yean  1)^re,  this  noble 
patriot  had  expressed  a  wish  to  loolc 
npon  the  scenes  of  his  early  exploits 
again,  and  to  press  the  hands  of  the 
few  survi\or:?  of  the  armies  and  the 
actors  of  the  Revolution ;  and  Congress 
had,  by  a  formal  rcsolation,  placed  a 
govenunent  yesBel  at  his  di^wsal  to 
oonTey  him  to  America.  DecHinrngtiiis 
honor,  La&yette  embarked  at  Havre  in 
the  packet  ship  Gadmii8|  Captain  Allen, 
accompanied  hj  his  son,  who  Lore  the 
revere(\  name  of  Washiiip"t  ti.  and  ar- 
rived at  New  York  oa  the  loth  of 
August. 

It  moxh  not  that  we  tell  of  the  cele- 
bialions,  proceanona^  dinnei^s,  illamina- 
tiona,  bonfiies,  parties^  balla,  serenadesy 
and  rejoiebga  of  every  description, 
which  attended  his  way,  from  the  mo- 
ment he  set  foot  on  the  American  soil, 
until  hi.-;  eniharlvntion  to  return  to  liis 
native  France ;  how  liis  tour  through 
the  Union  was  one  poipetiial  o\ation, 
and  hb  reception  by  the  iuhal»itants 
en  maaH  of  one  dty  and  town  after 
another,  was  marked  by  demonstra* 
ttcms  of  imbonnded  popoW  enthnaasm; 
and  horw  in  his  gratitnde  and  delight 
nt  all  this,  he  saw  nothing  any  where 
but  ])rosperitv  and  in^nrod  ceenrity, 
public  and  pri\  ate ;  good  order,  tlie  ap- 
pendage of  trae  freedom,  and  a  national 
Vou  IIL 


good  sense,  the  iinal  arbiter  of  all  diffi- 
culties; and  a  glorious  demonstration, 
to  the  most  timid  and  prejndi<"^(l  minds, 
of  th(;  superiority,  over  degrading  aris- 
tocracy or  despotL«^m,  of  popular  insti- 
tutioiia  Juunded  on  the  plain  rights  of 
men.  These  have  been  fully  detail^ 
by  the  affectionate  pen  of  his  secretazy, 
M.  Levassenr. 

We  may,  however,  ptit  on  tecoxd, 
that  Lafayette,  leaving  New  York,  pro- 
ceeded to  Boston,  thenco  to  Portsmouth 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  returning  to 
New  York,  visited  the  towns  along  the 
Hudson,  including  Albany  and  Troy. 
Thence,  he  passed  through  Kew  Jersey, 
visited  Philadelphia,  Baltifflore^  Wash- 
ington, Torktown  and  Biehmond,  and 
returned  to  the  seat  of  government 
early  in  the  session,  where  Congras 
united  Avith  their  constituents  in  paying 
him  honor.  In  February,  1825,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  South,  travelling  tlirough 
the  CaroUnas,  Georgia,  Alabama  and 
Mississippi,  to  New  Orleans;  thence  up 
the  Mississippi  to  St  lionia and  passing 
through  Kentucky,  Ohio^  PettoaylTania 
and  Kew  Tork,  he  arrived  in  Boston 
again  to  take  part  in  the  ceremony  of 
laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Bunker 
Hill  monument.  Lafayette  next  visited 
Portl  itid  in  Maine,  passed  through  New 
Hampshire  and  Vermont,  and  returned 
to  New  York,  where  he  shared  in  cele- 
braimg  the  4th  of  July.  Having  gone 
again  to  Washington,  and  paid  the  sad 
tribute  of  shedding  tears  at  the  ^^^^ 
tomb  of  the  great  father  of  liis 
country,  Lafayette,  on  the  7th  of  Sep- 
tombnr,  1825,  in  the  large  hnll  of  the 
capitoi,  amid«'t  a  vi^t  concourse  of  all 
ranks,  received  the  solemn  woxds  of 
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£are-well  fi  om  President  A^l  ims,  speak- 
ing in  behalf  of  the  whole  people  of  the 
United  Stat«^. 

Congress,  deairous  of  showing  the  na- 
tbn*8  appncitttioii  of  Lofayette^a  sacri- 
fices aad  exertions  for  the  United  States^ 
▼oted  him  $300,000  m  money,  and  a 
tovnahip  of  land  in.  Horida.  A  new 
frigotei  named  in  honor  of  him,  6ran- 
dywine,  was  provided  for  his  return  to 
France;  and  30  "the  nation's  guest" 
was  sped  on  his  way  l'>y  the  prayers 
iiud  the  love  of  admiring  millious. 

The  contest  for  the  presidency  was 
actively  carried  on  during  tLe  summer 
and  antomn  of  1824,  and  tiie  fifiends 
and  supporters  of  each  candidate  were 
not  without  hopes  of  ultlniate  success. 
Jackson,  Adams,  Crawford  and  Clay, 
were  now  before  the  people,  and  the  re- 
sult 01  the  electoral  vot«  was  as  follows : 
— for  Andrew  Jackson  for  president,  all 
the  votes  of  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
tiie  Carolinaa^  AlalMuna,  Mississippi, 
Tumessee,  Indiana,  with  one  from  New 
York,  aeT«l  from  Maryland,  three  from 
Louisiana,  and  two  from  Illinois,  ninety* 
nine  in  all ; — for  John  Quincy  Adam?, 
all  the  votes  of  Maine,  Isew  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  llhode 
Island,  and  Connecticut,  with 
twenty-six  from  New  York,  one  from 
Delaware,  three  from  Maryland,  two 
from  Louisiana,  and  one  from  lUinoas, 
■jx  all  eighty-four;— 'for  "William  H. 
Crawford,  all  the  votes  of  Virginia  and 
Georgia,  with  five  from  New  York,  two 
from  Delaware,  and  one  from  Marylimd, 
in  all  forty-one ; — and  for  Henry  Clay, 
all  the  votes  of  Kentucky,  Ohio,  and 
Missom-i,  with  four  from  New  York, 
libirly^even  in  a£.  There  were  two 


hundred  and  sixty-one  votes  to  be 
given,  and  therefore  an  absolute  major- 
ity would  have  been  one  hundred  and 
thirty-one,  which  none  of  the  candi- 
dates recdved;  comequentiy,  in  ao> 
cordance  with  the  conatitutkinal  pro* 
Tidon,  the  election  devolved  upon  the 
House  of  Representatives. 

Before  this  expected  result  was  cer- 
tainly known,  the  eighteenth  Congress 
commenced  its  second  session,  on  the 
Gtli  of  DecenilxT.  The  message  of  the 
president,  being  his  Uist,  was  principally 
occupied  in  eulogizing  the  happy  cir- 
enmstancea  in  whidi  oar  country  is 
placed,  and  ihe  widespread  prosperity 
which  evny  where  has  marked  our 
agriculture,  cnmraerce,  and  manufao- 
tnrcs.  Tlic  public  debt,  he  stated,  had 
been  reduced  to  $86,000,000,  and  the 
current  revenue  was  amply  sufficient 
to  meet  tdl  the  liabiUties  of  the  gov- 
emment,  besides  dischaiging  some 
$11,500,000  of  the  prindpal  of  the 
debt)  and  leaving  a  balance  in  the 
treasury  of  more  than  $3,000,000.  Af- 
ter alluding  to  the  position  of  Indian 
aff^urs;  making  especial  mention  of  the 
visit  of  Lafayette  ;  expressing  his  sym- 
pathy with  the  Greeks  and  with  the 
South  American  states;  he  concluded 
his  message  in  grateful  and  graceful 
terms  of  acknowledgment  for  the  uni- 
form confidence  and  steady  support  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  during  his  long  ca- 
reer of  public  life. 

Very  httle  business  of  moment  was 
transacted  at  tliis  session  of  the  national 
legislature.  On  the  9th  of  December, 
Lafayette  was  l  eceived  by  the 
Senate,  and  the  next  day,  by 
the  House.  Ixi  both  cases,  the  pro- 
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Immd  respect  and  acliiiiiratiflxk  for  the 
man  were  evidenced  hy  the  distin- 
gaished  honor  wLich  was  paid  to  his 
presence  in  the  hall  of  Congress.  Kot 
Ion 2^  after  the  corumeucement  of  the 
session,  the  result  of  the  voting  in  the 
electoral  colleges  was  known,  and  then 
'  die  crnnaoDg  of  manbexs  began ; 
OFety  body  lookmg  forward  with  no 
Ihtk  exdtameot  to  the  9th  of  the  fol- 
lowing February,  when  the  real  choice 
was  to  be  made.  Jn.  this  state  of  things, 
little  regular  busing  could  be  done ; 
attention  was  given  to  the  post-office 
afiiiirs;  the  drawback  on  goods  vp-f^x- 
ported  was  arranged ;  the  punii-hinent 
of  certain  dimes  against  the  United 
States  waa  deteimined;  and  the  appro- 
priations reqniied  for  canying  on  the 
government,  and  eadending  tlio  Cum- 
berland Boad,  were  made.  Johnson 
could  not  snccocd  in  carrying  his  bill 
for  abolishing  imprisonTuent  for  debt; 
1  nor  could  Kufus  King  persuade  the 
Semite  to  adopt  his  plan,  by  which, 
after  the  payment  of  the  national  debt^ 
the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands  were 
to  be  applied  to  the  emancipalion  of 
slaves,  and  the  removal  of  &ee  persons 
of  color  to  some  territory  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  United  States. 
I  The  canvass  m  the  House  was  marked 
I  by  the  usnal  electioneering  devices,  into 
!  the  details  of  which  we  need  not  enter; 
but  we  may  state  here,  that  lleuiy 
Gky,  findmg  his  own  election  impossi- 
ble, and  conadeiing  his  prospects  at 
the  next  vacancy  to  be  better  served 
by  the  return  of  Adams  now,  followed 
i  his  previously  expressed  determination, 
and  exert^^fl  all  his  inHncncc  in  fiivor 
I   of  that  experienced  statesman.   In  con- 


sul 

sequence  of  tUs,  an  aeensstion  of  cor- 
ruption was  brought  forward  in  a  news* 
paper  against  Henry  Clay,  which  he  \ 
(unwisely,  as  it  appeared  to  i^iost  of  his 
friends,)  raided  into  importance,  by 
takin?  notice  of  in  the  House.  Eventu- 
idly  the  matter  was  dropped,  but  only 
to  be  resnmed  in  a  mote  serious  man-  | 
ner  on  a  fhtoro  opportonity.* 

On  the  9th  of  Febroaiy,  the  Home 
proceeded  to  make  a  choice  between  j 
the  three  highest  candidates  on  the  list,  I 
and  on  the  first  ballot,  John  Qnincy 
Adams  received  the  votes  of  thirteen 
states;  Andrew  Jackson,  the  votes  of  j 
seven  states,  and  Wilham  H.  Crawford,  | 
the  votes  of  four  states.  Mr. 
Adams,  consequently,  having  ***** 
obtained  a  mi^ori^  of  the  whole  nutu- 
ber,  was  declared  duly  elected  presi-  • 
dent  of  the  United  States.    John  C. 
Calhoun,  who  had  received  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-two  votes  in  the  elec- 
toral college  for  the  second  office  in  | 
the  gift  of  the  people,  now  became 
vice-president  of  the  United  State?. 

The  Beamnarchais  dahn,  respecting 
which  we  have  spokoi  in  connection 
with  our  Bevoltttionary  annals,  (see 
vol  i.,  p.  528,)  was  agam  bionght  up 


*  Ko  ereut  in  the  poUtioJ  Iifi»  of  Mr.  Ckj  was  so  I 
injuriim  to  Ida  praapedfl  «r  being  mad*  t"*<^(l*at,  m 

his  iii'Mptance  of  the  nfflrr  of  frrroHry  of  Kt.ntc,  Tv-hich 
was  soon  iift«r  urged  upon  liiia    Had  he  followed  his  i 
own 

inlttod  the  mistake  which  provc^l  faf.il  to  his  future 
ftdvonocment;  hut  ho  wis  orcr  persuaded,  and  though 
prabablf  ftv.  If  any,  believed  the  rtny  ttln^m  and 
corruption,  jft  it  was  too  convenient  and  too  pipulrir  a 
mode  of  injuring  an  opponent,  to  expect  tho  political 
press  and  attnap  oratoia  to  alatiin  firom  vmg  it  m 
iu-ai'!\'  every  oritti'on,  wban  BfiBiy  GlBj*a  DBDw  ma 
before  the  people. 
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for  investigilaon,  and  was  fully  diaomed 
in  the  House.  The  particulars  we  need 
not  ent^T  into  here;  the  claim  was 
again  refused  to  be  entertained,  al- 
though strong  rcusons  were  presented 
m  its  behull'.  The  matter,  however, 
was  finally  settled  in  the  treaty  negoti- 
ated by  Mr.  Bivea,  in  1885.* 

On  tlie  dd  of  Harcli,  1825,  the 
eightcenih  Congress  caino  to  a  close. 
At  the  same  date,  Mr.  Mom  oe'a  second 
term  of  office  ended,  and  he  retired 
from  the  high  dignity  of  president  of 
the  United  States  to  private  life,  with 
the  res])ect  and  esteem  of  his 
fellow-citiaens,  and  with  a  cou- 
MsiomsneBB  tiiot  he  had  deaerred  well  of 
)us  country. 

In  A  retrospect  of  lihe  admbistmfaon 
of  Jamea  Monroe^  it  must  be  admitted, 
that  it  was  unusually  succeas&J,  so 
much  so  as  to  be  termed  "the  era  of 
good  feeling."  Monroe  himself,  liia 
immediate  successor  testified,  possessed 
mind  anxious  and  unwearied  in  the 
pursuit  of  truth  and  right;  patient 
of  inquiry;  patient  <^  eontradiction; 
eonrteoaa^  even  in  the  collision  of  sen- 
timent; sound  in  its  ultimate  judg- 
ments; and  firm  in  its  final  conclusions." 
There  was  nothing  brilliant  about  him ; 
he  was  not  a  man  of  Renins  evidently; 
\m  ability  waj*  certainly  not  above  the 
average  of  men  of  his  day;  he  was 


*  For  MM  mtenBfiag  mtxkt  m  eonnodioii  witli 

this  gubject,  and  Uio  man  wboec  nonio  occurs  a  num- 
ber  of  iiaMA  in  our  bistoiy,  ve  r«f«r  tbe  reader  to 
U.  De  Lonteje^s  **Btauma*haU  and  Sli  Time$,^ 
or,  Sketcbes  of  Kicnch  Society  in  the  DiglitcenUi  Ccn> 
tmy,  bam.  uopubliahed  (joaimmtn,  Xrufilatod  firoin 
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courteous,  discreet,  peace-loving,  not 
fond  of  bold  measures,  and  sincerely 
dcfirons  that  tbe  hand  of  ijoveniraent 
should  be  seen  and  felt  as  little  us  was 
possiljle  in  public  affairs.  His  foreigit 
policy,  as  conducted  mainly  through  hia 
able  secretary  of  state,  was  dignified, 
firm,  and  acceptable  to  lihe  people; 
while  at  home,  his  admiiustration  was 
memorable  for  the  acquisition  of  Flor- 
ida, and  for  the  steady  advance  of  the 
country,  despite  all  financial  enibarras5- 
nionts,  in  its  progi'ess  towards  national 
prosperity  and  greatness.  We  may,  in 
conclusion,  quote  the  words  of  Juliu 
Quincy  Adams's  eulogy  on  the  fifth 
president  of  the  United  States,  aa  ex- 
pressmg  the  devont  admiralicHi  of  <me 
who  knew,  and  was  able  thoroo^ y  to 
appreciate,  his  virtues  and  his  excel* 
lence:*  "Let  us  join  in  humble  sup- 
plication to  the  Founder  of  empires  and 
the  Creator  of  all  worlds,  tliat  he  would 
continue  to  your  posterity,  the  smiles 
by  which  hiii  favor  haa  been  bestowed 
upon  you ;  and  since  '  it  is  not  in  man 
that  walketh  to  direct  his  steps,'  that  he 
would  enlighten  and  lead  the  adTancing 
gmerafion  in  the  way  fSbey  should  go. 
That  in  all  the  perils  and  all  the  nu^ 
chances  which  may  threaten  or  befall 
our  United  Republic,  in  after  times,  he  j 
would  raise  up  from  amongf  your  sons, 
deliverers  to  enliebten  her  conneils,  to 
defend  her  freedom,  and  if  ueetl  be  to 
lead  her  aimies  to  victory.  And  should  [ 
the  gloom  of  the  year  of  Independence 
ever  again  ovospread  the  sky,  or  the 


*  This  Eulogy  w«s«UimtBdlNlbntlMOoipantkNi 
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metropolis  of  your  empire  he  once 
more  destined  tc  smart  under  the 

scourge  of  an  invade i-'s  liaiu],  tliat  there 
never  may  be  found  wanting  among 
the  children  of  yoor  country  a  warrior 


to  bleed,  a  Btatesman  to  counsel,  a  chief 
to  direct  and  govern,  inspired  with  all  | 
tbe  virtues,  and  endoM'ed  wltli  all  the  j 
faculties,  wliicli  liave  been  so  signally 
displayed  in  the  life  of  James  Monroe." 
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Oir  the  4ili  of  Mareh,  1835,  Joihn 

Quincy  Adams  was  inauguruti  d  as  the 
sixth  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  ceremonial  was  an  imposing  one, 
and  was  attended  and  watched  with 
deep  interest  by  a  large  body  of  the 
new  [)resident's  fellow-citizens.  Clad 
in  a  plain  suit  of  black,  wholly  of  Amer- 
ioan  manufiutnre,  Mir.  Adams,  at  the 
pioper  moment^  defiyered  his  Lungmal 
addraa.    It  is  a  weill-wrtttea 
doonment^  glowing  with  pat- 
liotisBl  and  eam^  wishes  for  the  ad- 
I    vaneeraent  of  our  country  in  every 
'    thing  that  is  t'o'i'l,  and  pure,  and  true. 
Conciliatory  in  hm  tone,  anxious  to  pro- 


mote concord  and  imanimity  among 

the  people  in  all  parts  of  the  Union, 
highly  lauding  the  administration  of 
James  -Monroe,  Mr.  Adams  concludes 
hiB  Inaugural  in  terms  wliich  deserve 
to  be  quoted,  as  marking  out 
clearly  his  views  on  the  much 
disputed  question  of  internal  improve- 
ments, and  as  modestly  appealing  for 
support  and  confidence  in  ^eavoiing 
to  discharge  the  responsible  dntaes  of 
his  lofky  station. 

"In  this  brief  outline,"  said  Mr. 
Adams,  "  of  the  promise  and  perform- 
ance of  niy  immediate  pretloce'^sor,  the 
line  of  du^y  for  his  snccessor  is  clearly 
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delinMted.  To  pnrsDe,  to  tbeir  ooo- 
snmmatioii,  those  purposes  of  improve- 
ment in  our  common  condition,  insti- 
tuted or  recommended  by  liiin,  will 
embrace  the  whole  sphere  of  uiy  obli- 
gations. To  the  topic  of  internal  im- 
provement, emph&ticallj  urged  by  him 
at  lus  mangiiratioiit  I  recnr  mtih  peen- 
liar  satiflfiie^cni.  It  is  Hiat  fitim  which 
I  am  Goimiioed  that  the  unborn  mil- 
lions of  our  posterity,  who  are,  in  fotnre 
ages,  to  people  this  coutineut,  will  de- 
rive their  jiiost  fervent  gratitude  to  the 
founders  of  the  Union ;  that,  in  which 
the  beneficent  action  of  its  government 
win  be  most  deeply  felt  and  acknowl- 
edged. Tlie  mngpificence  aad  splen- 
dor of  tltelr  pubUc  irorki  are  among 
the  unperishable  glories  of  the  ancient 
republics.  The  roads  and  aqueducts 
of  Rome  have  been  the  admiration  of 
all  after  ages,  and  have  snrvived  thou- 
sand? of  years,  after  ail  her  conquests 
have  been  swallowed  up  in  despotism, 
or  become  the  spoil  of  barbarians. 
Some  divenitf  of  opinion  has  prevailed 
mth  regard  to  the  pow^  of  Congress 
for  legislation  upon  objeda  of  this  nar 
tore.  The  most  respectful  deference  is 
due  to  doubts  originating  in  pure  pat> 
riotisra,  and  sustained  by  venerated  au- 
thority. But  nearly  twenty  years  have 
passed  since  the  constraction  of  the  first 
national  load  was  commenced.  The 
authority  for  its  construction  was  then 
unquestioned.  To  how  many  thousands 
of  our  countrymen  has  it  proved  a 'ben- 
efit! To  what  single  individual  has  it 
ever  proved  an  injury  I  Eepeated  lib- 
eral and  candid  di'?cn?«!ion3  in  the  leg- 
islature have  conciliated  the  sentiments, 
snd  proximated  the  opinions  of  enlight- ' 
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ened  minds^  upon  the  question  of  con- 
stitutional power.   I  cannot  but  hope, 
that  liy  the  same  process  of  friendly, 
patient,  and  i)erse\ering  deliberation, 
all  constitutional  olijeetiofis  will  ulti- 
mately be  removed.    The  extent  and  t 
linutation  of  the  powers  of  idie  general  I 
government^  in  rdatioii  to  this  tran-  j 
scendendy  unportant  interest,  will  be 
settled  and  acknowledged,  to  tiio  com-  | 
mon  satisfection  of  all,  and  eveiy  spec- 
ulative  scruple  will  be  solved  by  a  prac*  j 
tical  public  blessing. 

"Fellow-citizens,  you  are  acquainted 
with  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the 
recent  election,  which  have  resulted  in 
affording  me  the  opportunity  of  address* 
ing  you,  at  this  time.  Yon  have  heard 
the  exposition  of  the  principl««  which 
will  direct  me  in  the  fulfilment  of  tbe 
high  and  solemn  trust  imposed  u|x>u 
me  in  this  station.  Less  possessed  of  ] 
your  confidence  in  advance,  than  any  | 
of  my  ])redccessoTs,  1  am  d<'('y»lv  con- 
scious of  the  prospect  tiiuL  1  shall 
stand,  m<we  and  oftenetr,  in  need  of  your 
indulgence,  bitentions,  iqnight  and 
pure;  a  heart  devoted  to  the  welfare 
of  our  country,  and  the  unceasing  ap- 
plication of  all  the  feonlties  allotted  to 
me,  to  her  service,  are  all  tli''  pledges 
that  1  can  give,  for  the  faithtiii  per- 
fonnance  of  the  arduous  duties  1  am  to 
undertake.  To  the  guidance  of  the 
legislative  councils;  to  the  assistance 
of  the  executive  and  subordinate  de- 
partments; to  the  friendly  cOi<yperation 
of  the  respeetiye  state  governments ; 
to  the  candid  and  libci  al  support  of 
the  people,  so  far  as  it  may  be  dcF^erred 
by  honest  indnstr}''  and  zeal,  I  shall  look 
for  whatever  success  may  attend  my 
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poblic  service;  aod  knowing  that,  ex* 
oept  th<*  L  r  l  keep  the  city,  the  watch- 
man waketh  but  in  vain ;  with  fervent 
snpplicntions  for  Ilis  favor,  to  His  orcr- 
ruliug  Providence  I  commit,  with  Imiu- 
ble  but  feai-lcss  coafideuce,  my  own 
fate,  uml  the  future  destinies  of  my 
eoimtiy" 

Hie  new  president  then  took  the 
ootib  leqnired  hj  the  Comtitation,  and, 
having  T&xxved  tiie  ooDgistiilafions  of 
the  assemblage^  Hbnioe  and  Jaekson 
being  of  the  nnmber,  was  prepared 
to  enter  upon  the  duties  of  Lis  office. 
He  inmieiliately  sent  to  the  Senate,  for 
their  confirmation,  the  names  of  the 
gentlemen  he  had  selected  as  forming 
liis  cabinet.  Henry  Clay  waa  nomi- 
nated  for  weretary  of  atste;  Bichaid 
Rush,  aecretaiy  of  the  treasury;  James 
Barbour,  secretary  of  war;  Samuel 
Southard,  secretary  of  the  navy ;  and 
William  Wirt,  attomey-irpneral.  The 
two  latter,  with  Mr.  Mvljeau,  jiostmas- 
ter-general,  had  held  the  same  posts 
under  Mr.  Monroe.  No  objection  was 
made  to  my  of  these  names,  except  that 
of  Mr.  Clay,  against  vliom  the  diarge 
of  baiguning  and  cormption  was  made. 
Twenty-seven  voted  fbr  Mr.  Clay's  COHr 
fii-mation ;  fourteen  opposed  it,  Andrew 
Jackson  beincr  one  of  thego. 

One  of  the  earliest  subjects  brought 
before  the  new  administration,  was 
the  arranging  a  treaty  with  the  Oeek 
Indians  in  Georgia,  for  a  cession  of 
their  lands,  and  for  their  removal  west 
of  the  MiaaiBrippL  It  appears  that 
some  fifteen  millions  of  acres  had  been 
purchased  from  the  Indians,  and  con- 
veyed to  the  state  of  Georgia  TjoFore 
the  year  t824 ;  about  nine  millions  and 


a  half  remained  in  the  posBCBBton  of  the 

Indhms,  the  larger  moiety  be- 
longing to  the  Cberokees,  and 
the  remainder  to  the  Creeks.  Commi* 
sionei-s  were  appointed,  and  etibrts  were 
made  to  induce  the  Creeks  to  remove 
and  vacate  the  lands  occupied  by  them ; 
but  whether  it  was  owing  to  tiie  con- 
sideration that  the  Indians  began  to 
afpreoiate  the  advantages  of  cmBsa- 
iion,  or  to  some  other  cause  or  causes, 
the  nation  generally  opposed  a  cession 
of  their  lands,  and  were  exceedingly 
iniwillti!'''  to  remove  west  of  the  Missi*- 
sip{>i.  One  of  their  chiefs,  however, 
M'Intosh,  and  some  others,  made  a 
treaty  at  the  Indian  Springs,  on  the 
13th  of  February,  and  the  Senate,  on 
the  last  day  of  the  session,  ratified  it 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  The 
Creeks^  at  least  the  larger  number  of 
them,  were  not  at  all  pleased  with  what 
had  been  done,  and  on  the  30th  of 
April,  they  summarily  murdered  M'ln- 
tosli,  TnstamiEri^oo,  and  Hawkins,  who 
had  been  the  principal  agents  in  giving 
up  thdr  lands.  The  state  of  Ckiorgia, 
which  was  greatly  ben^ted  by  this 
treaty,  insisted  on  ito  being  carried  into 
effiBct,  and  Governor  Troup  actually 
began  a  survey  of  the  lands,  in  order 
to  their  distnbution  amonc«?t  the  peo- 
j)le.  The  Creeks,  on  their  p;irt,  were 
resolute  in  their  determiuatiou  U>  resist 
such  action  of  the  government  by  force, 
and  sent  a  messenger  to  Wasbdngton, 
claiming  the  protection  of  tiie  ftderal 
anthocities. 

lULr.  Adams  doubted  the  validity  of 
the  treaty,  and  sent  General  Gaines 
to  the  Creek  country  to  prevent  any 
outbreak,  if  possible,  and  also  a  com* 
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miseiioiiar  to  investigate  tlie  affinr.  On 

his  report,  wWcli  geemed  to  prove 
clearly  had  fultli  and  corrnptioii  in  ol> 
taining  the  treaty,  the  president  de- 
cided tliat  tlie  Creeks  should  not  be 
interfered  witix  until  the  next  session 
of  OongrefiB.  The  govenior  of  Georgia 
was  disposed  to  take  matters  m  lug  own 
handsi  and  nsed  a  good  deal  of  lofiy 
langoag^  whidi  was  far  from  respectful 
to  the  government ;  but,  on  the  whole, 
discretion  being  tlic  better  part  of 
valor,  he  concluded  to  wait  the  result 
of  the  action  of  Congress. 

Dui'ing  the  snmmer  of  the  present 
year,  other  treaties  with  ludiaa  tribes 
were  made  on  eqnitable  tenna.  The 
KansBs  Lidians  oeded  to  the  United 
States  all  their  lands  both  within  and 
withont  the  limits  of  Missouri,  except  a 
reservation  beyond  that  state  on  the 
Kansas  Kiver,  about  thirty  niih:'s  square, 
including  their  villages.  In  considera- 
tion of  this  cession,  the  United 
States  agreed  to  pay  $3,500  a 
year  for  twenty  years ;  to  fbniish  the 
Kansas  immediately  with  three  hnn- 
dred  head  of  cattle,  three  hundred  hogs, 
five  hundred  fow  Is,  three  yoke  of  oxen, 
and  tvro  carts,  and  with  such  farming 
utensils  as  the  Indian  superintendent 
may  deem  necessary;  to  provide  and 
support  a  blacksmith  for  them ;  and  to 
employ  persons  to  aid  and  instruct  them 
in  their  agncnltonil  pntsmts,  as  the 
president  may  de^  expedients  Of 
the  ceded  lands,  tiurly«dx  sections  on 
the  Big  Blue  Biver,  were  to  he  laid  oat 
under  the  direction  of  the  president, 
and  sold  for  the  support  of  schools 
among  the  Kansas.  Reservations  were 
also  made  for  the  beneht  of  certain 


hjdf-breeds ;  and  other  stipulations  mu 
tually  satisfactory.  It  was  also  agreed, 
that  no  private  revenge  shall  be  taken 
by  the  Indians  for  tlie  violation  of  their 
rights;  but  tliat  they  shall  make  their 
complaint  to  the  superintendent  or 
other  agent,  and  receive  jnstioe  in  a 
dne.  conrse  of  law;  and  it  was  hstly 
agreed,  that  the  Eiansas  nation  shall  | 
never  dispose  of  their  lands  without  the  ' 
consent  of  the  United  States,  and  that 
tlie  United  States  shall  always  have  the 
free  right  of  navigation  in  the  waters 
of  the  Kansas. 

A  treaty  was  also  concluded,  early  in 
June,  with  the  Great  and  Little  Osages, 
aft  Stb  Lonis,  IGssoniL  The  general 
piinciples  of  tlus  treaty  were  the  same 
as  those  of  the  treaty  with  the  Kansas. 
The  Indians  ceded  all  tiieir  lands  in 
Arkansas  and  elsewhere,  and  then  re- 
served a  defined  territory,  Avest  of  the 
Missouri  line,  fifty  miles  square;  an 
agent  was  to  be  permitted  to  reside  on 
the  reservation,  and  the  United  States 
were  to  have  the  right  of  free  naviga- 
tion in  all  the  waters  on  the  tract 
The  United  States  agreed  to  pay  an 
annuity  of  $7000  for  twenty  years;  to 
furnish  forthwith  six  hundred 
head  of  cattle,  six  hundred  hoga, 
one  thousand  fowls,  ten  yoke  of  oxen, 
six  carts,  with  farming  utensils,  persons 
to  teach  the  Indians  agricultoie,  and  a 
bladcBmith,  and  hdld  a  eommodious 
dweDmg-^OQse  ioie  eaoh  of  the  fonr 
principal  ohiefii,  at  his  own  Tillage. 
Reservations  were  made  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  fund  for  the  support  of 
schools  for  the  benefit  of  the  Osage 
children;  and  provision  was  made  for 
the  benefit  of  ihc  Harmony  missionary 
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sstablishment.  The  United  States  also 
aasnmed  certain  de})ts  due  £roin  certain 
chiefs  of  the  tribes  ;  and  agreed  to  de- 
liver at  tlic  Osage  villages,  as  soon  as 
m^ht  be,  $4000  m  merehandiae^  and 
$3600  in  iwsseB  and  tluir  equipmeotik* 

Li  Oofeober,  iSbo  l^g^tore  of  Tear 
DfiSsec^  bj  a  nearly  unanimoua  vote, 
passed  a  resolution,  nominating  Grene- 
ral  JficTcson  for  the  presidency  at  the 
next  election.  This  led  to  Jackson's 
resignation  as  Senator,  on  the 
ground  that  candidates  for  the 
prondency  ouj^t  not  to  be  membera 
o£  CoBgnoL  la  tlus  connectioii,  via 
may  mentSonflie  fiuity  that  unmBdiataly 
on  Adams's  election,  all  the  friends  of 
tba  diaappointed  caodidatea  resolved  to 
unite,  po  as  to  prevent  his  re-election, 
and  bring  in  Andrew  Jackson  in  liis 
place.  Personal  differenca^i  were  spi  o  1- 
ily  reconciled.  Benton,  and  Jackson, 
who  had  formerly  met  with  pistols  and 
dirka  in  a  dud,  put  thor  qnandb  on 
one  aide^inoirdertoworkfaraeomnion 
object;  and  Crawford  and  Calhoun 
▼ere  also  langed  on  the  side  of  Jackson, 
in  opposition  to  the  administration. 
The  reader  will  do  well  to  bear  these 
things  in  mind,  in  order  to  understand 
some  of  the  difficulties  and  trials  of 
Mr.  Adams's  four  years  of  service.f 

Daring  the  antnmn  of  the  present 
year  the  eompletion  of  the  Eiie  canal 
was  eflfocted,  and  waa  duly  celebrated 
in  the  city  of  New  York.  It  demon- 
atratedtheinBdomof  thatpoli^wluoh 


*  JMaeft  **Jjimb!*     E,  pp.  tili,  18. 

t  Do  Witt  Clinton  was  offered  the  mission  to  Eng- 

fabod,  but  dedined  it  j  Mr.  Poinsett  wm  aeai  u  miiiii. 
I«  to  Uhdm;  Md  Hr.  Bfmtt  to  MM. 
ToK.  m.— 45 
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De  Witt  Clinton  advocated  with  so 
much  perseverance  and  ability,  and  the 
final  8ucce.«i9  of  the  great  undertaking 
has  establLahed  on  a  fii-m  basis,  the 
sagacity  and  atateamanahip  of  this  dls- 
tingdalied  aon  of  TSew  York.  Hie 
ground  for  the  canal  waabfokon  on  the 
4th  of  July,  181t ;  and  the  first  boat 
from  Lake  Erie,  arrived  at  New  York, 
on  the  4th  of  October,  1825.  The 
length  of  the  canal  is  three  Iwmdred 
and  sixty  miles. 

The  nineteenth.  Congress  began  its 
first  aemaxm.  on  the  fith.  of  December, 

waa  sent  in  the  next  day.  The  Senate 

numbered  among  its  members,  Wood* 
bury,  Van  Buren,  Macon,  Hayne^  Baton, 
Harrison,  etc*  In  the  House  were, 
Edward  Everett,  Daniel  Weljster,  C,  C. 
Cambrelin^,  James  K.  Pulk, 
J.  \Y.  Taylor,  and  others  of 
more  or  leas  note.  Ilr.  Taylor  was 
elected  apeaker  on  tlie  eeocud  baUot 

The  ptttident^a  meBaage  waa  nnnaaal* 
ly  long,  but  ably  and.  dearly  written, 
and  containing  suggestions  and  views 
which  demanded  attention.  There  was 
presented  in  it  a  favorable  picture  of 
the  general  concerns  <  f  the  nation^  both 
foreign  and  domestic  ^et  several 
questions,  arising  ont  of  tbe  Horeign  re- 
latioDB  of  the  Union,  were  apokoi  cf 
aa  unsettled.  It  recommended  the  en- 
tire aboKtioii  of  diacnmlnatiqg  dntiea 


*  Ktn  Wwiflwipli  flnhnAttM  fhotte  sttts  dosB  of 

the  month  of  December,  having  bocn  olf  <  !i>!  lo  nnjiply 
tbo  ncMugr  wmi  bj  Mr.  Bubouz's  Moeptiuu»  of 
thepostofnenliiyof'ww.  AtfbBdflwofa«ienn,in 
MATch,  1827,  Mr.  John  Tyler  was  ciccti  l  fo  ti  e  Sen- 
ate, ia  l£i;  RmiiWph'i  plMa^  aad  he  wis  ntniMd 
tgaia  te  a  Mit  la  liw  HboMb 
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OOL  tonnage^  in  iea{>ect  of  all  nations 
who  were  trilling  to  leciprocato  the 

privilege;  a  revision  of  the  judiciary 
system ;  a  general  bankruptcy  law;  an 
extension  of  the  law  of  patents ;  inter- 
nal improvements  on  an  enlarged  scale ; 
the  establishmeut  of  an  observatory,  a 
national  nnxvemt^i  and  a  uufimn  atand- 
aid  of  ire^litg^aod  measnios;  and  tiie 
promotion  of  yojages  of  discoTery. 
Mr,  Adams  also  added, — ^Tho  Consti- 
tation  under  which  you  are  assembled 
ia  a  charter  of  limited  powers;  after 
jpull  and  solemn  deliberation  upon  all  or 
any  of  the  objects  which,  urged  by  an 
irresistible  eeuse  of  my  own  duty,  I 
haye  leoommeiided  to  your  attention, 
ahonld  70a  come  to  the  coodaakm,  that, 
hoirever  deaiiable  in 'themaelTOi^  the 
enactment  of  laws  for  eflfectuig  them 
would  transcend  the  powers  committed 
to  yoQ  by  that  venerable  instrument, 
wliich  Ave  are  all  bound  to  support,  let 
no  consideration  induce  you  to  assume 
the  exercise  of  powers  not  granted  to 
you  by  the  people." 

The  state  of  the  finances  waa  pro- 
nomusedtobe'myfloiineld]^.  l^eie 
had  been  a  balioic^  litUe  short  of 
$2,000,000  in  the  treasury,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year;  and  the  re- 
ceipts, to  the  end  of  September,  were 
estimated  at  $10,500,000,  while  those 
of  the  current  quarter  were  expected 
to  exceed  $5,000,000.  And  this  vaa 
withontieckoningtiheloanof  $5,000,000 
wluch  liad  been  anthoriBed  by  Congrees. 
The  expenditure  of  the  year,  it  was  said, 
would  not  exceed  the  receipts  by  more 
than  $2,000,000 ;  but  in  it  was  included 
he  extmcti  ju  of  $8,000,000  of  the  public 
debt.  The  revenue  for  the  coming  year 
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was  calculated  at  $24,000,000,  wbioh 
would  exceed  the  whole  ezpenditure  of 
the  year.  The  entire  amount  of  public 
deT)t,  remaining  due  on  the  Inpt  day  of 
the  current  year,  was  stated  to 
be  less  than  $81,000,000.  The 
president,  in  conclusion,  thus  e^resscd 
himself:  '^IlnaUyyfdW^atiaeiusIaha]! 
await  iriih  cheering  hope,  and  fintibfal 
co-openitifln,the  xesnlt  of  your  deilibei^ 
aticna ;  aasoied  ihal^  wiihont  encroach- 
ing upon  the  powers  reserved  to  the 
authorities  of  the  respective  states,  or 
to  the  people,  yon  will,  with  a  due 
sense  of  your  obligations  to  your  coun- 
try, and  of  the  high  responsibilities 
weighing  upon  yoaiseihFeSf  give  efficacy 
to  the  means  committed  to  70a  lor  the 
oommon  good.  And  may  He^  irho 
searches  .'the  hearts  of  the  childzen  of 
men,  prosper  your  exertions  to  secure 
the  blessings  of  peace,  and  promote  the 
highest  welfare  of  our  country."* 

The  president's  viowi  m  regard  to  the 
American  Congress  at  Pjiniima,  afforded 
a  fiur  ground  of  attack  to  the  opposi- 
Hon.  It  appears,  that  in  1838,  Bolivar, 
at  that  time  president  of  Cobmltta,  in- 
vited the  governments  of  the  provinces 
which  had  thiown  off  the  SpaoiBh  yoke, 
to  join  in  a  general  Congress  at  Pan- 
ama ;  and  some  steps  were  taken  to  ef- 
fect it,  but  without  bucc^   At  the 


*  Ibis  oopioas  and  condliatory  mesmgo  was  oom- 
mented  oo  by  th«  politiad  press,  and  by  Qomerma 
oppoDents  of  the  administration,  with  great  seTerity; 
Mid  M  tbe  pnoidMii  bad  «ipnned  himself  with  much 
fireedom  on  Am  lubfeet  of  iDtemd  improrementit,  and 
had  termed  obserratories,  by  a  rather  unusual  con- 
ceit, "hf^iihoaam<£  ttwaky,"  ridicule  and  argument 
wmbodkhnm^to  bear,  for  the  purpose  of  render- 
ing the  adinintatntlan  unpopular,  and  thai  fha  battar 
prq^  te  Am  RiMNWBS  of  Aadrmr  Jacioon. 
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end  of  the  next  year,  the  invitation  was 
renewed,  and  all  the  goTcrnmente  ac- 

I  cepted  it,  excepting  Bueuos  Ay  res. 
Next  spring,  tlie  government  of  the 
United  IStates  was  invited  to  send  repre- 
osaMvm  to  Paiuma,  and  John  Quiucy 
Adams  replied,  that^  altiioagli  the 
United  Btatea  would  take  no  part  in 
the  war  with  Spaao,  or  in  deliberating 
4m  the  manner  or  means  of  carrying  it 
on,  lie  believed  that  snch  a  Congre^ 
might  be  serviceable,  by  giving  author- 
ity to  some  important  principled  of 
public  law,  arranging  matters  of  great 
intenet  to  the  wIioIb  of- the  New  World, 
and  promotiiig  a  fiiendly  uiterooaiae 
between  the  variona  repdblicaa  gofweto^ 
ments  which  bad  beaoBBe  establiahed  in 
America.  In  his  message,  the  presi- 
dent thus  spoke  of  bis  reception  of 
'    Bolivar's  proposal;  "The  invitation  has 

i  I    been  accepted,  and  minist  v  i  -.  on  the 
j    part  of  the  Uuited  States  will  be  com- 
missioned to  attend  those  deliberations, 
anil  to  take  part  in  them,  so  &r  as  may 
be  compatiUe  with  that  neutiAUty, 
firam  which  it  is  neither  our  intention, 
nor  the  desire  of  the  other 
American  states,  that  we  should 
depart."    This  annomicement  wiw  fol- 
lowed by  the  nomination  of  Richard  C. 

I  Anderson  and  John  Sergeant,  as  com- 
missioners to  the  Congress,  and  Wil- 
liam  B.  Bochesfeer,  aa  aecretaiy.  The 
Senate,  after  a  ]<»ig  and  -violeat  diacna- 
aion  of  the  ezpedieni^  of  taking  part  in 
this  Congress,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
members  of  the  opposition  attacked  the 
admimstration  with  nnsparing  Bcverity, 
approved  the  nomination  of  the  com- 
missioners. This  was  at  the  close  of 
March,  1826.   In  the  House  of  Rep- 


35a 

resentatives,  also,  the  subject  was  folly 
discussed ;  and,  what  ii?  not  nsnial,  with 
less  violence  on  the  part  of  tlie 
op|X)sition.*  In  the  end,  how- 
ever, the  necessaiy  appropriation  was 
voted,  the  ^goniMitB  and  oratory  of 
Daniel  Webeter  proving  unanswerable. 

It  was  qmte  evident,  that  the  great 
heat  and  exdtement  of  the  dispute  on  ! 
this  subject  was  due  rather  to  political 
factiousness,  than  because  there  was  any 
danger  arising  from  this  mission  to  the 
interests  of  the  United  States ;  but,  so 
far  jis  appears  by  the  result,  neither 
Bule  gained  or  lost  anything  of  moment 
from  the  diaciuBaiL  on  tbu  questkiiL 
It  k  wortih  notietng,m  tlus  conneofion, 
that  no  zepreaentalive  from  the  United 
States  ever  appeared  at  the  Panama 
Congress.  For  the  debates  in  the  j 
House  of  Keprescntatives  were  m  pro- 
tracted, that  it  was  impossible  for  Ser-  i 
geant  to  reach  Panama  in  time  for  the 
meeting;  although  it  had  been  post- 
poned from  October,  1835,  to  midsimi* 
mer,  in  the  year  following.  Anderson, 
who  was  mmister  at  Olnmbia,  as  soon 
as  he  received  instructions,  set  out  for 
Panama;  but  on  reaching  Carthagona, 
he  was  attacked  by  a  malignant  fever, 


dlib  ibc  on  this  topic,  that  he  used  the  expressions,  "  1 
was  defeated,  horec,  foot,  uid  dngoooB— cut  up,  aod 
dewlmilradewi^bjtheeoalittoDO^  BUfflitDdBlwdc 
Gtorgc — hy  the  combination,  unheard  of  till  then,  of 
the  puritan  with  the  blacji-teg."  Mr.  CUj,  deeming  i 
hinMir  faundtad  bfttiis  liagnsBandtta va0liiiinit»> 
tions,  chAneiigt.-d  Rnndo^to  the  fidd  They  met  on 
Saturday,  the  8tb  of  i^fOi  <n  Um  Yiipoiaside  of  the 
Potomae;       niaasd  Sandolpl^  and  Budo^  IM 

into  the  air.  No  murderous  result,  conscqui-r.t'y  fnl- 
lowed;  but  the  iamtt  WM  oonsidorod  «s  wiped  out, 
and  the  parte  itMVodflMirteiiiwftlndl^idattaa 
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and  diecL  Poinsett^  the  ambassador  at 
Mexico,  was  then  appointed  in  Li*  place, 
and  he,  with  Sergeant,  immediately  j)re- 
pared  to  be  present,  when  the  Cougr<^ 
should  leassemble,  in  February,  1827, 
at  Tucubaya.  It  did  not^  however, 
meet  at  tlie  appointed  time ;  and  Ser* 
geant|  1iha!efoTe,  letnmed  to  lihe  Uni^ 
States.  This  project  was  vtesvat  after* 
wards  revived,  principally  became  the 
intestine  dissensions  of  South  America 
rendered  it  impossible  to  eflBect  any- 
thing of  importance,  and  also  becanse 
no  iftirtber  jwlitical  capital  conld  well 
be  made  out  of  it.* 

Early  in  the  session,  on  the  SOtibi  of 
JDeoemlier,  1825,  the  Hove  called  on  the 
pi^dentfor  iiifi)imatioQ|ieBpeclzn!g  tihe 
convention  between  I^i^and  and  the 
United  States  for  the  suppresaioa  o£ 
the  slave  trade.  On  the  27th,  the  pres- 
ident sent  in  tlie  correspondejice  be- 
tween Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Addington, 
the  English  chargS  cPqfaireSj  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  l^ere  was  no 
immediate  prospect  of  a  hannonising 
of  the  TiewB  lield  by  the  two  govern- 
ments. 

As  helping  to  keep  alive  the  spirit 

of  opposition  to  the  administration,  va- 
rious amendments  to  the  Constitution 
were  proposed,  in  order  to  do  away,  if 
possible,  with  the  intervention  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  electing 


*  At  the  dose  of  Mr.  Aduug's  «dinmistntlon,  in 
compliance  with  a  call  to  that  eflect,  copies  of  the  in* 
ibildionB  giTen  to  the  oommissioners  to  Panama,  were 
supplied  to  both  Houses;  and  not  long  aflcr  they  were 
made  puhlle.  These  instructioDS  tho  reader  may  be 
Interested  in  examining;  wo  are  of  opinion  that  he 
win  disoorer  little,  if  anything,  to  justify  the  favorers 
of  this  CoDgresa,  or  excite  the  fears  of  ita  opponents. 
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the  president,  it  being  assorted  that  Mr 
Adams,  though  elected  in  the  constitu- 
tional way,  wjw  not  the  choice  of  the 
people.  In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Benton  took 
the  lead,  with  a  resolution,  declaring  for 
what,  in  rather  fantastic  phraseology, 
be  terms  the  demos-brateo  principle 
l>7  whidi  was  meant  the  direct  TOte  of 
t3ie  people.  Mr.  Bent(»i'8  bin  provid- 
ing fbr  the  proposed  change  in 
the  Constitution,  was  laid  on 
the  table  on  the  9th  of  May.  In  the 
HoiLse,  Mr.  MDuffie,  of  South  Carolina, 
proposed  the  establishment  of  a  uni- 
form mode  of  electing  the  executive 
offieeis  by  ^stxicts,  instead  of  leaving 
it  to  flie  state  legislatures,  wlio  were 
ospaUe^it  was  thoi^ht,  of  doing  ^praymob* 
handsome  things  for  unjust  and  party 
purposes.  He  also  Introduced  a  dedar* 
ation,  in  favor  of  preventing  the  election 
from  ever  devolving  upon  CoE!7rr'?s,  I 
Other  amendments,  one  of  them  pro- 
hibiting the  re-election  of  a  president 
for  more  than  a  second  term  of  office, 
were  also  introdnoed.  Hiere  were,  in 
Act,  nearly  a  dosen  difibrent  ie8Qlati0iiB 
upon  this  subject  before  Oongxen  at  tibe 
saibe  time,  and  tiiey  were  all  referred 
by  the  House  to  a  comnuttee  of  twenty- 
four  ;  which,  after  mnch  discnssion,  and 
many  efforts  to  reach  some  practical 
conclusion,  found  it  impossible  to  agree 
iu  favor  of  any  scheme,  and  begged  to 
be  disdbaiged.  Thos  nothing  resulted 
from  the  movement,  miless  perhivpe  an 
ineresse  to  tiie  mqiopiiiarity  of  llr. 
Adams*s  admimstrati  in. 

At  tiie  dose  of  January,  another 
treaty  was  negotiated  with  the  Creelis, 
which  was  ratified  by  the  Senate  in 
ApriL    By  this  treaty,  the  lands  | 
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m  GeoT^a  were  eeded  to  ihe  United 

States,  and  tlie  government  agreed  to 
pay  them  $217,<300,  to  be  divided 
among  their  cliiefa  and  warriors,  and 
also  to  pay  a  perpetual  annuity  of 
$20,000.  Mcintosh's  friends  and  fol- 
loweiB  being  willing  to  emigrate,  were 
to  do  so  vithm  two  years,  and  tbe 
United  States  were  to  de&ay  the  ex- 
pense of  their  removal  They  were 
also  to  be  paid  $100,000,  and  to  be 
paid  for  their  improvements.  The  re- 
maining lands  of  the  Creeks  in  Georgia 
were  afterwards  purchased  by  the 
United  States  for  $30,00u,  and  the 
House,  by  a  very  Lirge  vote,  agreed  to 
appropriate  $60,000  ftxe  the  proposed 
emigraiuni  of  a  part  of  the  Oreeks. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  session,  Mr. 
Macon  oflEared  a  resolutioii  in  the  Sen- 
ate, in  respect  to  the  expediency  of  re- 
ducing the  patronage  of  the  executive. 
No  fewer  than  six  bilLs  were  reported 
by  the  committee,  to  which  the 
qnestion  was  referred,  as  the 
foundation  of  a  systnik  to  he  fbllowed 
up  her^fler.  But  althoogh  nnosoal 
means  weie  adopted  to  excite  puUic 
opinion  upon  this  subject,  the  matter 
remained  in  its  first  stage  to  the  end  of 
the  session,  and  expired  with  the  rest 
of  the  unfinished  business. 

Notwithstanding  the  va«?t  increa.'^e  in 
the  population  of  the  west,  no  modifica- 
tion had  been  made  in  the  amngraient 
of  the  jndioiary  department^  smoe  1807, 
when  Ohio,  Kentoeky,  and  Tenneesee, 
had  been  formed  into  a  ciiciut.  The 
result  had  been  of  late  years  to  cause 
great  delay  in  administering  justice, 
and  great  dissatisfaction  to  the  parties 
ooucerned.   An  attempt  was  made,  in 


1819,  to  correct  thia  state  of  things,  by 
the  introduction  of  a  bill  to  ^ablish 
the  system  of  circuit  conrts  throughout 
the  United  States ;  another  of  the  same 
kind,  for  increasmg  the  number  of 
judges  of  the  supreme  court,  was  made 
in  the  first  session  of  the  eighteenth 
Congress ;  bat  nothing  had  hoon  done. 
Daniel  Webster,  therefore,  •  now,  as 
chairman  of  a  committee  on  the  judid- 
aiy,  introdnced  a  bill,  which  provided 
for  the  creation  of  three  additional  as* 
sociate  judges  to  those  at  present  exist- 
ing, and  an  entire  re-arrangement  of 
the  circuits  of  the  west.  Great  oppo- 
sition waa  made  to  the  passage  of  this 
bilL  Some  opposed  it  <m  the  gronnd 
that  it  wodid  render  the  hcfioh  of  tibe 
supreme  court  too  numerous,  and  thus 
diminish  the  responsibility,  and  impair 
the  usefulness  of  the  several  judges. 
Others  objected  to  the  introduction  of 
80  many  judges,  at  one  time,  from  the 
west.  The  bill  finally  passed  the  House 
by  a  considerable  majority ;  but  having 
hem  mndx  modified  in  tiie  Senate, 
«  diflbrenee  arose  between  the  two 
branehes  of  the  le^ktoxe^  and  in  spite 
of  the  efforts  made  to  eflbot  an  nndef^ 
standing,  the  bill  was  lost. 

Congress  was  now,  in  general,  as  it 
seemed,  favorable  to  measures  of  inter- 
nal improvement ;  and  a  number  of  ap. 
propriations,  having  this  object  in  view, 
were  made  dining  the  present  session* 
With  the  detai]s  we  are  not  at  present 
ooneemed;  bat  we  may  obseiTe^  that 
the  execution  of  several  plans 

i89e>* 

was  intrusted  to  the  war  de* 

])artment.  Tlie  ngual  appropriations 
for  carrying  on  the  government,  ctc^ 
according  to  the  president's  programme 
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of  bnsiiiess,  were  made ;  Lut  tlie  oppo- 
sitioiii  oontrived  to  delay  a  bill,  by  which 
provision  wns  to  be  made  lor  tlie  sur- 
vivors of  the  army  of  the  llevolution, 
until  there  waa  not  sufficient  time  for  it 

i  to  become  a  law.  The  couditiou  of  the 
finances  could  not  be  appealed  to,  as  an 
objection  to  this  appropriation ;  and  its 
faflnre  BeemB  to  ahow,  that  the  oppoai- 
tion  were  resolved  to  leave  no  conrse 
ontried  in  order  to  thwart  the  wishes 
and  Tnea<?nreg  of  the  administration. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  Congress  ad- 
journed to  meet  again  on  the  first  Mou- 

■  day  in  December. 

The  present  year  wag  memorable  in 
our  anrnJa,  for  tlie  removal  by  death 
of  two  of  those  diatbgdahed  men,  who 
had  taken  part  in  the  glorious  struggle 
for  liberty,  and  had  aerved  in  the  high- 
est office  wliicli  a  CTateful  country  can 

I  entrust  to  any  of  lier  sous.  And  what 
i*ondered  the  event  more  striking  was, 
that  Thomas  Jefferson  and  John  Adams, 
the  one  by  whose  pen  the  Declaration 
of  Independenee  was  prepared,  the 
otiier  by  whose  pow^M  voice  it  was 
advocated  and  urged  in  the  Continental 
Congress,  both  died  on  the  same  day, 
and  that  day  the  fiftieth  anniversary 
of  our  national  independence.  The 
4th  of  July,  1S2G,  was  indeed  a  day  to 
be  remembered.  Ko  wonder  that  the 
whole  nation  was  roused,  and  that  the 
ooeaBion  was  embraced  by  the  first  men 
of  the  comitry,  to  dilate  npon  tiie  .w<»i- 
derfol  events  wHch  the  last  half  cen- 
tmy  had  witnessed*  Our  limits  do  not 
admit  of  details  respecting  tlie  lionors 
heaped  upon  the  memories  of  Ad;ims 
and  Jeffi^rson :  vet  we  cannot  forbear  a 

I  brief  quotation  from  the  glowing  eulogy 


£Bs.  VL  j 

on  these  two  patriots  of  our  early  his- 
tory, which  Daniel  Webster  delivered    !  I 
at  Boston,  on  the  2d  of  August,  1826  *  \ 
"  No  men,  feUow-citizens,"  said  the  , 
eloquent  speaker,  "  ever  8ei*ved  their    •  j 
country  with  more  entire  exemption    !  i 
from  every  imputation  of  selfish  and 
mercenary  motives,  than  those  to  whose 
memory  we  are  paying  tiiese  proofh  of 
respect  A  suspicion  of  any  disposition 
to  eaAoh.  themselves,  or  to  profit  by 
their  public  employment^,  never  rested  | 
on  either.    No  sordid  motive  approach-    , ' 
ed  them.    The  inheritance  which  they 
have  left  to  their  children,  is  of  their 
character  and  feme.   Fellow-citizens^  I 
win  detain  yon  no  longer  by  this  ftkk 
and  fteble  tribnte  to  tlie  memory  of    1 1 
the  illustrioDS  dead.  Even  in  otlier 
hands,  adeqtlate  justice  could  not  be 
performed,  within  the  limits  of  this  oc- 
casion.  Their  highest,  their  l)est  praise,    1 1 
is  your  deep  conviction  of  their  merits,    j ' 
your  affectionate  gratitude  for  their  lar  I 
bors  and  service.   It  m  not  my  voice,  f 
it  is  this  csBBalaon  of  ordlmiry  pursuits, 
thk  arresting  of  all  attention,  these 
solemn  ceremonies,  and  this  crowded 
house,  which  speak  their  eulogy.  Their 
fame,  indeed,  is  safe.  That  is  now  treas 
uied  np^  beyond  the  reack  of  aocideut 

"The  striking  attitude,  too,  in  which 
we  stand  to  the  world  around  us,  a  y, 
topic  to  which,  I  fear,  I  advert  too 


•  Willbin  Wirt  also  d«liv«ndaii<liiti(nBt»  and  cto.  I 

qnent  discourse  on  the  lives  anil  dinmctcri;  of  .Tcflcrsoo  i  , 

and  Adams,  at  Uic  request  of  the  citiiens  of  Wostung-  !  : 

ton,  in  fha  Hall  of  JtspemeatMihtt,  on  tiw  lOtb  <if  | 
October,  182lt.   See  Uoot^n  "  AmtrieMt  JBhfmtO^ 
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ofteu,  and  dwell  on  too  loug,  cannot  Le 
altogether  omitted  liere.    Neither  indi- 
viduals nor  nations  can  perform  their 
part  well,  until  they  ondeistand  and 
fed  its  unportaaoe,  and  ooanpiehend  and 
jwdj  afifpedftte  aU  the  duties  lieloiig' 
tug  to  it  It  18  not  to  iniSlate  national 
vanity,  nor  to  swell  a  light  and  empty 
feeling  of  self-importance;  but  it  is 
!      that  we  may  judge  justly  of  our  situa- 
I  i    tion,  and  of  our  dutiea,  that  I  earnestly 
i    ui^e  this  consideration  of  our  position, 
1    and  our  character,  among  the  nations 
I   oftheeardh  It  cannot  be  denied,  bnt 
by  those  ▼lio'wonldduinite  against  the 
I  son,  tlutt  inth  America,  and  in 

ATP«r^^,  a  new  era  conunences 
j  in  human  afi^drs.  Tim  era  is  distin- 
guiBhed  "hv  free  representative  govern- 
ments, by  entire  religious  liberty,  by 
improved  systems  of  national  inter- 
course, by  a  newly  awakened  and  an 
nnconqnerable  spirit  of  free  inquiry, 
and  by  a  diffiiaon  of  knowledge  throngh 
the  conunnnlty,  such  as  has  been  before 
altogether  unknown  and  unheard  o£ 
America^  America,  our  country,  fellow- 
citizeni?,  our  own  dear  and  native  land, 
is  inseparably  connected,  fast  bound  up, 
in  fortune  and  by  fate,  with  these  great 
interests.  If  they  fail,  we  fall  with 
i  them;  if  Ihey  stand,  it  will  be  because 
we  have  njdkolden  tiienu  Let  ns  con^ 
template,  ^en,  Ihis  connection,  whidi 
binds  the  prosperity  of  othera  to  our 
own ;  and  let  us  manMly  discharge  all 
the  duties  which  it  imposes.  If  we 
'  cherish  the  rirtues  and  the  principles  of 
I  our  father?,  Heaven  will  assist  us  to  carry 
I  on  the  work  of  human  liberty  and  iiu- 
man  happiness.  Auspicious  omens  cheer 
ns.  Great  examples  are  before  ns.  Our 


own  firmament  now  shines  brightly  upon 
our  path.    Wastiin'gton  is  in  the  clear 
upper  sky.    TiiOtte  other  stars  have  now  i 
joined  the  American  constellation ;  they 
drde  lonnd  thdr  centre,  and  the  heav- 
ens beam  with  new  light  Beneatiithis 
illummation,  let  ns  walk  the  comae  of 
life,  and  at  its  dose  devoutly  commend 
our  beloved  country,  the  common  pa-  i 
rent  of  us  all,  to  the  Divine  Benignity.**  I 
During  the  receas  of  Congress,  a  con-  !  ] 
vention  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navi- 
gation, was  concluded  at  Washington  i 
irith  Central  America^  oa  tenns  whidi  I 
were  regarded  as  both  liberal  and  re*  I 
dproeal.  The  treaty  was  to  continne  { 
in  force  for  twelve  years,  and  was  rati-  I 
fied  by  the  pcesidant  on  the  dSth  of  I 
October.* 

The  second  session  of  the  nineteenth  i  ; 
Congress  commenced  on  the  4th  of  j 
December,  and  the  second  annual  mes-  j 
sage  of  this  pnoden^  was  tnmsmitted  < 
to  the  House  on  the  same  day.  Foreign 
affiuiB  were  repiresented  as,  on  the  whole 
in  a  favorable  condition,  as  respects 
France,  the  Netherlands,  Denmark,  etc.  ; 
With  Great  Britain,  however,  as  well  . 
as  France,  various  and  important  topics 
were,  as  yet.  unsettled.    In  regard  to 
the  iiuancial  alikira  of  tiie  Union,  the  ; 
president  informed  Congress,  that  d-  ' 
though  the  lerenue  of  the  preceding 
year  had  not  equalled  the  antidpated  | 
amount^  aboT%  $7,000^000  had  been 


•  InflMintamnoriSM^aMdidnolloiiorMoiipui  ! 

took  place,  tnd  gure  rise  to  the  anti-masonfc  excite-  I 
meat,  aad  the  mcwures  resulting  therefirom.  For  sooio 
thm  or  ftnr  jwaa,  1lb%  masonic  fraternity  wu  fivdf 
dpnoiincefJ,  an^  nnmcrotM  politidans  made  use  of  thta 
topi<^  as  a  means  of  adyanoiog  ends  in  which  tbejr  had 
BD  intarat. 
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applied  to  tibie  reduction  of  tlie  pobSio 
d«bt,  and  nearly  $4,000,000  to  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  thereon;  and 
the  balance  in  the  tretisury  at 
the  close  of  the  year,  was  expected  to 
be  $1,200,000.  The  proBpect*  for  the 
eoming  year  were  repreeented  as  mofe 
favorable.  Amonget  ihe  reoommenda- 
tiooa,  wlufih  wwe  finr  in  number,  and 
did  not  indnda  any  of  tiiose  contained 
in  the  former  message,  to  which  so  lit- 
tle attention  had  been  paid,  the  princi- 
pal that  we  find,  are  a  plan  for  the 
eradnal  increase  of  the  navy,  and  the 
peribrmance  of  certain  worka  of  inter- 
nal improvement. 

Another  attempt  was  now  made,  to 
UEtrodnfie  a  miifbim  syatem  d  baok- 
mptcy,  but  ineffeotnaUy, — the  nugofity 
asserting,  that  tboQgll  flooh  a  law  would 
benefit  the  wealthy  merchants  of  the 
Atlantic  seaports,  the  rest  of  the  com- 
munity would  receive  from  it  nothing 
but  hann.  A  biU  for  the  increase  of 
the  duties  on  imported  woolen  goods, 
tiie  design  of  wbieh  was  to  promote 
Amerioan  mannfiictnies  by  ihe  cperar 
tion  of iwoltfofUTn^  waa  introdnoed  early, 
and  passed  the  House  of  Kepreaentac 
tivea;  bnt  it  failed  in  the  Senate,  being 
thrown  out  by  the  casting  vote  of  the 
vice-president.  Various  grantf,  and  ap- 
propriations for  the  promotion  of  inter- 
u!ii  improvements,  were  made  in  com- 
pliance vitL  the  preaidenf 8  recommend- 
ation. The  smn  of  $500,000  yearly, 
was  also  granted  for  riz  yeaiB,  for  tlie 
gndnal  improvement  of  the  navy.  The 
proposal  to  bestow  peoaons  iqpon  the 
Eovolutionary  survivors  did  not  meet 
with  the  8ncces«  which  it  merited.  The 
subject  of  British  colonial  trade  also 


occnpied  the  attention  of  both  Houses ; 
and  bills  were  prepared  in  order  to  e£feet 

a  mutually  satisfactory  arrange-   

ment ;  but  no  result  followed ; 
the  matter  was  left  unsettled.  The 
truth  seems  to  have  been,  that  the  spirit 
of  party  was  BO  stKnig,  tiiat  although 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  talk,  th^ 
was  vexy  ItttLe  work  done.  The  sesBion 
closed  on  the  3d  of  March,  1627,  with 
a  large  amomit  of  pnUic  bnsmess  nn- 
finished.* 

Great  excitement  arose  alter  the  ad- 
journment of  Congress,  in  consequence 
of  the  story  being  revived  which  charg- 
ed Mr.  Clay  wit^  corruption  and  bar- 
gaimng,  m  respect  to  l^e  election  of 
Hr.  Adams;  and  the  opposttioD,  now 
thcsooglily  oxganised,  used  this  potent 
weapon  with  great  force,  to  the  injury 
of  the  administration,  and  the  advano- 
mrr  the  claims  of  Andrew  Jackson,  on 
whom,  as  we  have  previously  stated, 
(p.  353,)  the  democratic  party  now 
united  their  strength.  Into  the  par- 
ticnlars  of  Has  "great  conspiracy,"  as 
Mr.  Glay^  fiiends  tenned  it^  we  need 
not  now  enter.  Gmeral  Jackson  was 
proEunent  in  setting  the  charge  afloat, 
in  a  letter  which  he  addressed  to  !RIr. 
Carter  Beverley,  of  "Virginia,  and  when 
called  on  for  authority,  named  Mr. 
Buchanan,  (now,  in  1857,  president  of 
the  United  States,)  m  the  "  member  of 
Congress,  of  high  i-espectability,"  who 
had  approached  him  with  propositions 
on  the  snbject  of  Mr.  day's  bebg  made 

*  Certain  charj^  of  eomiption  against  Mr.  Calhoun, 
while  ho  was  secretary  of  war,  were  inrestigatod  by  a 
conunittee  of  the  HboM  Mt  bil  nquwt;  and  EB)ah  Mix 
and  "the  Rip  Rap  Contract'  were  dLspjoscd  ofj  and  tht 
▼ioe-prcsidcnt  entirely  exculpated  from  censure. 
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secretary  of  state,  ia  case  lie  would  give 
hia  inflnence  for  Jackson's  eleotion. 
When  Mr.  Buchanan's  letter  on  the 
subject  was  published,  it  soon  became 
evident  to  all  candid  men,  that  Mr. 
Clay  liad  been  belied,  and  that  there 
was  no  real  foundation  for  the  atrocious 
cihaigQ  wMoh  Itad  been  ao  freely  meor 
latodittpectuigliiiiL  Yet^aa&laeliood 
nearly  ahratys  gela  soffident  start  of 
truth  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of 
those  wlio  are  willing  to  use  it,  so  in 
this  case,  the  administration  suffered 
grievously  from  the  attacks  of  those 
who  rang  the  cban<?c3  on  corruption, 
bargaining,  bribei-y,  and  the  like,  and, 
as  we  have  before  pointed  out,  Mr. 
CHay's  poEtical  prospects  were  Tiitnally 
blasted.* 

The  elections  for  membets  of  Con- 
gress were  carried  on  during  the  course 
of  this  fierce  political  warfare ;  and,  as 

might  have  been  expected,  the  result 
showe/l,  til  fit  the  opposition  had  gained 
strength  in  both  Hous<».  In 
the  Senate,  at  this  date,  were 
Webster,  Hayne,  Woodbury,  Tyler, 
Wamcatf  Van  Bnren,  Benton,  and 
others;  wbUe  in  the  House,  ire  find 
among  its  nmneromi  members,  such  men 
as  Bndhaaan,  Everett,  Dwight,  Cam- 
breling,  lUves,  Polk,  MDuffie,  Steven- 
son, livingston,  etc.  Under  the  exist- 
ing state  of  things,  the  prospect  for  the 
administration  and  its  measure  was  by 
no  means  encouraging. 
The  twentieth  Congress  began  its 


mnr. 


I  ft  pamphlet  on  this  subject,  in 
the  course  of  the  saromer,  in  which  he  pnaented  » 
mus  of  unimpeachable  testimony,  in  order  to  ihow  his 
entire  innocence  of  any  unworthy  or 
t Jll  in  the  course  he  had  adofitad. 
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first  session  on  the  8d  ol  December, 
1827.  Two  bundled  and  serai  mem- 
bers of  the  House  answered  to  their 
names,  and  only  six  were  absent ;  while 
in  the  Senate,  every  member,  oxrppting 
two,  was  in  his  pljice;  such  wua  tlie  ex- 
citement which  attended  this  renewed 
struggle  belrweeii  I3ie  contending  par- 
ties. The  first  contest  arose  about  the 
speakership;  and  Sterenscni,  of  Tnv 
ginia,  was  elected  by  a  small  majority 
over  Mr.  Taylor,  which  was  looked  upon 
as  a  decided  gain  for  the  opposition. 

The  next  day,  tbo  president  sent  in  his 
third  annufil  uiessaire,  which,  like  his 
others,  was  very  long  and  very  full  on  all 
those  points  which  he  deemed  it  proper 
to  bring  before  the  naliQaal  lei^Uatiira 
A  laige  pcniioii  of  ihe  message  was  de- 
voted to  the  foi^^n  relstioDS  of  the 
Union,  whidi,  otnihe  whole,  were  amica- 
ble and  enconra^ng.  The  state  of  the 
revenue  was  said  to  be  highly  favorable, 
although  there  was  a  small  excess  of  ex- 
penditure over  the  receipts;  because 
upwards  of  $6,000,000,  out  of  the 
$22,300,000,  fortiieyeat'8  expen9ee,bad 
be^  apphed  to  the  zednctaonof  the  pub- 
lie  debt  The  balance  which  was  ^cpeet- 
ed  to  be  in  l^e  treasury  at  the  end  of 
the  yesr,  was  nearly  $5,500,000.  Kezt 
came  a  notice  of  disturbances  amonij  the 
Indians  on  tlie  north-western  frontier, 
which  had  been  happily  sup- 
pressed. Various  schemes  for 
internal  improvements  were  then  spoken 
of ;  and  these  formed  a  prominent  lea- 
tare  in  the  lecommotdaiiQos  to  Con- 
gress The  increase  of  the  navy,  and 
the  formation  of  a  naval  school,  were 
also  recommended;  the  necessity  of  at- 
tending to  the  public  lands  was  mged; 
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"the  debt,  ratlier  of  justice  than  grati- 
tude, to  tho  surviving  warriore  of  the 
RevolutioiiHry  War,"  was  again  prt^d 
opon  the  attciitiou  of  tiie  membera  of 
both  Houses ;  together  with  otJier  points 
relating  to  the  jncUdaiy,  the  militia  sys- 
tem,  etc 

Daring  fheprasont  seesion,  mnch  and 

eeunest  attention  was  devoted  to  the 
'  tariff  question,  and  the  friends  and  op- 
ponents of  protection  exeii;©d  their  best 
abilitiea  in  defence  and  in  condemnation 
'  ofthe  whole  "American  system."  Con- 
yentiona  were  held  on  the  subject 
doling  the  Bommer;  at  Haimbni^,  by 
the  fi^ends  of  Mr.  Clay  and  ihe  neoea- 
ntf  of  the  tariff  to  the  int^^rests  of  the 
country;  and  at  Colnmbiai  in  South 
Carolina^  by  those  who  opposed  and 
denounced  protective  duties  as  bene- 
ficial to  the  capitalist  at  the  north, 
j  but  "a  grievance  not  to  be  patiently 
I  submitted  to,  and  but  too  well  calcu- 
I  btod  to  bring  on.  the  dangerous  in- 
quiry, in  what  manner  are  the  aonfih- 
em  atatea  heneftted  hy  the  Unioiiil" 
TtoB  engrossing  topic  occupied  the 
HoQse  almost  exclusively,  from  the  1st 
^^^^     of  February  to  the  22d  of  April, 
when  a  bill  passed,  much  altered 
I   from  that  reported  by  the  committee, 
but  by  no  means  conformable  to  the 
wiabea  d  the  advoeatea  of  the  proteet- 
ive  system ;  ayes,  one  hnndred  and  five ; 
noea,  nin^-fonr.  In  the  Senate,  it 
passed  on  the  13ih  of  Maj;  ayes^ 
twenty«x;  noes,  twenty-one ;  with  va- 
I  rioos  amendments,  not  essentially  alter- 
I  ing  its  general  character,  which  ^s-ere 
I  concurred  in  by  tlio  House.    All  the 
southern  states  voted  against  the  bill, 
as  did  Maine  and. New  Hampshire, 


[Bi.  VI.    1 1 

Massachusetts,  with  Connecticut  and 
Ehode  Island,  being  divided.   By  this 
act,  as  Mr.  Pitkin  says,  the  minimum 
syistem  was  extended  generally  to  w^ool- 
ens ;  different  qnalities  of  woolen  ftibrics 
being  charged  ad  valorem  dvtieB  of 
forty-five  or  UStj  per  cent,  upon  tide 
minimum  of  their  estimated  value.  Tin- 
manufactured  wool  was  also  aabjeeted 
to  a  duty  of  four  cents  per  pound,  and  ! 
forty  per  cent,  ad  valorem.    Additional  !,j 
duties  were  ako  laid  upon  iron,  hemp,  ' 
ila^,  and  molasses;  and  the  Tninimiinri  i 
price  of  oottooswasnusedtothirty-flve  I 
cents  the  square  yard.  The  policy  of  | 
tibiaactwaa  questioned  by  many  of  the  || 
merchants  of  this  ooimtry,  and  its  con- 
stitutionality by  most  of  the  peoj^  of   1 1 
the  Bouthem  states.    Unfortunately,  it  , 
was  a  compound  made  up  by  its  ene-   \  i 
mies  as  well  as  its  friends,  and  was  not   i ' 
satisfactory  to  either. 

Mr.  Benton,  in  his  "  Thirty  Years* 
View,"  has  a  chapter  dsroted  to  the 
sabjeetofaremonofthetariS  Speak- 
ing  of  it  as  a  measnre  concocted  by 
manufacturing  capitalists  and  politidans, 
and  as  freshly  recurring  about  the  time 
of  every  presidential  election,  Mr,  Ben- 
ton goes  on  to  remark :  "  the  south  be- 
lieved itself  impoverished  to  enrich  the 
north  by  this  system ;  and  certainly  a  I 
singokr  and  oneiqieeted  result  had  been 
seen  in  these  two  sections.  In  the  colo- 
nial stafte^  the  sonthem  were  the  rich 
part  of  the  colonies,  and  ocpected  to  do 
well  in  a  state  of  indopend«iee.   They  j 
had  the  exports,  and  felt  secure  of  their  ! 
j)rosperity:  not  so  the  nortli,  whose    '  | 
asrricultural  resources  were  few,  and 
who  ei^pected  privations  from  the  loss  j 
of  British  £ftyor.  Bat  in  the  fii*st  half 
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centmy  after  independence,  tMs  expco 
j   tation  Tf  as  reveroed.  The  wealth  of 
the  nortli  was  enormoasly  agf^andiz- 
j    ed;  that  of  the  south  had  declined. 
Northern  towns  had  become  great 
cities:  southern  cities  had  decayed,  or 
become  stationary ;  and  Charleston,  the 
principal  port  ik  ihe  soutb,  was  leas 
omnderable  than  before  the  Revda- 
•tion.  OQie  north  became  a  money-lender 
to  the  south,  and  sonthem  citizens  made 
pilgrimages  to  northern  cities,  to  raise 
money  upon  the  hypothecation  of  their 
patrimonial  estates.    And  this  in  the 
face  of  a  southern  export  since  the  Ilev- 
olution,  to  the  value  of  $800,000,000 1 
— ft  Btmi  equal  to  the  ptodiHt  of  tiie 
lUescaa  nunea  aanee  the  d«7B  of  CSortes  1 
and  twice  or  thiice  the  amoont  of  their 
prodnet  in  the  same  fifty  years.  The 
Bouthem  states  attributed  tibia  reaolt  to 
the  action  of  the  federal  g-ovemment — 
Its  double  action  of  le\'yinf^  revenue 
j    upon  the  industry  of  ono  section  of  the 
I    Union,  and  expending  it  in  another — 
and  especially  to  ita  protective  toriflfe. 
I  To  aome  degree  tbu  attribution  waa 
just^  but  not  to  the  degree  assomed; 
wMeb  b  evident  from  the  &ct,  that  the 
protectlTe  system  had  then  only  been 
I   in  force  for  a  short  time — since  the  year 
I    1810;  and  the  reversed  condition  of 
,   the  two  sections  of  thp  Union  had  com- 
,    raenced  l)efore  that  time.    ( Jtlicr  causes 
must  have  had  some  effect ;  but  for  the 
present,  we  look  to  the  protective  sy»- 
I  tem ;  and,  without  adnuttmg  it  to  have 
I  done  all  the  miadiief  of  which  the  south 
I  complained,  it  had  yet  done  enough  to 
cause  it  to  be  condemned  by  every 
)  fi-iend  to  equal  justice  amon«:  the  stiites, 
I  —by  every  friend  to  the  harmony  and 


stalnlity  of  the  Union, — by  all  who  de- 
tested sectional  I^ialation, — ^by  every 

enemy  to  the  mischievous  combination  ' 
of  partisan  politics  with  national  legis-  I 
lation.    And  this  was  the  feeling  with 
the  mass  of  the  democratic  members, 
who  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1828,  and 
who  were  detennined  to  act  uptm  that  j 
ftelmg  upon  the  overthrow  of  the  po* 
Htical  party  which  advocated  the  pro> 
tective  system;  and  which  overtlaow 
they  believed  to  be  certain  at  the  en-  \ 
suiopr  presidential  election."  i 

Another  topic  which  occupied  a  good 
deal  of  the  time  and  attention  of  Con- 
gress, was  tiiafc  of  retrenchment,  a  favor- 
ite tajno  of  aqpiring  polityaaa,  and  one 
whidi  will  always  attract  tiie  notice  of  , 
l2ie  people.  Mr.  OhilUmy  of  ! 
Kentac^,  moved  fiist  in  the  ***** 
business,  and  a  committee  was  appointed 
on  the  subject.    Much  time  Traa  spent 
in  tlip  investigation,  nnd  the  majority  j 
of  ike  committee  l)rought  in  a  report 
advei-sc  to  the  economical  und  prudent  ! 
conduct  of  affairs  by  the  administra- 
tion. On  the  other  hand,  IfeaBme  Eve- 
rett and  Scf^eant^  a  minorily  of  the 
committee,  and  the  only  two  on  it 
who  were  fiioidly  to  the  government,  i 
brought  in  a  counter  report,  which,  of  i 
course,  took  an  opposite  view  of  the  i 
subject,  and  claimed  that  tlic  financial 
affairs  of  the  nation  liad  been  managed 
with  economy  and  sound  judgnicnt. 
The  whole  moTement  was  almost  purely 
political,  the  object  of  the  opposition 
being  to  bring  discredit  upon,  and  to 
annoy  the  administration,  and  the  de- 
sign of  the  fi-iends  of  the  government 
being  to  demonstrate  the  economy  with 
which  public  affairs  were  carried  on. 
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With  a  view  to  remedy  ccrtiiin  di^ 
ficultiea  In  the  mode  uf  proceedinf]^  in 
the  federal  courte,  in  the  states  whicli 
had  been  tidmitted  into  the  Union  since 
1 Y89,  a  bill,  after  mnch  discussioii,  paaaed 
the  Senate^  aad  with  little  am«adment 
(the  ezeepttoa  of  Loaiaiaiia  being  the 
chief  alterfttioiii  niade^)  aooepted 
by  the  Housei  and  finally  became  law. 
Among  tlie  appit^riatioiis,  one  was  at 
last  made  for  the  pensions  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary veterans  ;*  imd  another  for 
carryuig  on  the  Cumberland  Koad. 
The  principle  and  coustitutiouality  of 
internal  improTementa  were,  as  usual, 
copiously  diseaaaed;  but,  it  mmt  be 
oonfieawd,  tiiat  the  honorable  membero 
seemed  to  have  in  view  their  standing 
with  their  constituents,  and  the  politi- 
cal effect  of  what  thoy  might  say  and 
do,  far  more  than  the  endpavoriiig  to 
fix  u|)ou  some  wise  and  judiciuu.-i  mcai»- 
ures  for  the  settlement  of  tiiis  important 
topic 

Other  subjects  wlaack  came  before 
Coogfeen,  we  need  not  «iter  into;  aa 

the  question  of  the  navigation  of  the 
St^  Lawrence ;  the  north-eastern 
boundary ;  the  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  for  spoliations  by  the  French 
on  our  commerce;  etc.  The  session  was 
brought  to  a  close  ou  the  i36th  of  May, 
and  the  memben dispenaed  to  their  sev- 
eral aeetiona  of  the  coontrj,  to  enter 
into  the  fieroe  contest  whieh  was  already 
began  with  referoioe  to  the  prend«u^.f 


j  *  It  was  on  this  topic,  in  April,  1828,  that  Danid 

I  Weljsfcr  Kirulc  otic  of  liis  ttiost  ffK-'clivo  speeches.  It 

'  ]  win  well  repay  tli«  reackr  wlio  mnj  not  yet  have  made 

I  !  himself  acquainted  with  its  (>i)n(<  nt.>. 

[  j  t  Gener.il  Bro«-n,  who  h<  ''  !  f'm  ti"  -:-i  n  of  cnm- 

I  saaoder-iD-cliidl  died  on  tha  2itii  ui  Jt  iibimi^',  Ib'iS. 
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It  was  a  battle  of  uqffeoedented  ex- 
citement, in  which  every  engine  known 
to  political  wai'fiU'e  was  vigorously  set  1 
in  motiou,  and  in  which  the  shameless  | 
abuiie  of  private  character,  and  the  slau- 
deroQS  imputations  of  every  thing  un- 
worthy and  disgraceful,  were  enough  to 
disgust  all  candid  trath4o7ing  mindait 
and  make  th^  almost  tremble  for  the 
result  of  unscrupuloiis  party  movements 
and  measures.    The  result  was  what  the 
democratic  party  confidently  expecte<l ; 
General  Jackson  received  one  huudrt'il 
and  seventy-eight  of  the  two  hundred  j 
and  sixty*<Hie  dectofsl  votes ;  and  John 
Quincy  Adams  reoeiTed  only  eighty-  ! 
three,  less  than  half  the  nombw  of  those 
which  were  ^ven  to  his  sneoessfbl  com- 
petitor. Mr.  Galhoim  was  agwn  eilseted  | 
vice-president.  ' 

The  second  session  of  the  twentieth  \ 
Congress  began  on  the  Ist  of  December, 
J.8ib,  and  the  president's  message  was 
received  on  the  same  day.  like  his 
Ibnn^  measages,  this,  whioih  wm  his  | 
last,  was  long  and  fall  of  details  on  all 
those  potntB  which  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  executive  to  bring  to  tlie  notice  of 
Congress.  Foreign  affiitiB  were  apoken  1 


General  Scott  and  General  Gaines,  who  had  Tecrirwl 

their  comrnissions  on  the  same  day, , had  equal  daLms 
to  succeed  General  Drown ;  but  the  gOTcmmcnt,  un- 
willing to  decide  between  the  two,  appoiitted  Ctenenl 
MacoiiiK,  tlie  s<>nior  hrignilicr,  to  tlii«  honornblc  pnst. 
Attempts  were  made  to  abolish  the  office  of  major-gcn- 
«Ml|  flMbm  piMdfhtHiMsak  but  SdM  ID  Am  Sen- 
ate. General  ScoU  rcwritwl  tJic  course  of  the  war  dev 
partment,  claiming  that  he  was  not  justly  treated ;  and 
ntuiog  to  obcj  orders  from  General  WacMPl^  1m  mfl 
RU'pcndcA  Daring  sttsficnsion,  ho  viKitod  France, 
where  he  saw  Laiaycttc,  and  soon  after,  by  his  advice 
renxmad  his  podtion  is  flra  amy.  On  Gtoenl  1I» 
cr>Tnb'<;  death,  in  Scott  iKmme  conmiBIldtir-ill 

chief  of  the  anay  of  the  United  States. 
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of  at  lai^  in  the  first  half  of  the  mes- 
sage. The  war  which  had  brdkeiL  out 
between  Russia  and  Turkey  waa  men- 
tioned ;  hopes  were  expressed  that  the 
French  government  would  yield  to  the 
claims  of  justice  in  regard  to  the  spoli- 
ations on  American  commerce  ^  the  kiug 
of  ibe  Ketlierkuds  Iiad  hom  wilfieted 
w  umpire  on  die  subject  of  the  nodli- 
eaetom  Ixnmdary ;  oonunoraial  rditiflsiB 
with  Great  Britain  had  not  yet  been 
satisfactorily  arranged ;  but  with  other 
powers  there  was  a  good  state  of  foel- 
inj3^  and  sentiment  existing  on  these  and 
kindred  points.  A  very  favorable  ac- 
count wad  given  of  the  condition  and 
prospects  of  the  Terenve;  tiie  veceipts 
of  the  year  were  $2,000,000  mote  tha& 
had  Men  estimated,  bat  tilie  expen- 
diture had  exc  <  1  d  them  by  about 
$1,500,000;  above  $9,000,000  of  the 
public  deht  had  been  paid  off;  and 
more  than  $5,000,000  were  expected 
to  be  in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  tlie 
current  year.  At  the  end  of  the  year, 
he  stated,  the  public  debt  would  not 
much  exceed  $58,000,000. 

like  fi»mer  messages  of  the  presideDt 
had  been  eompilaaned  of  by  his  own 
friends,  and  not  a  little  wondered  at 
by  his  opponeni<i,  becanse  they  onti- 
tained  no  reference  to  the  tariff,  or  its 
protective  principle.  He  com- 
pensated on  this  final  occasion 
for  his  former  sUence  respecting  them. 
Holding  up  the  oommeroial  policy,  pur- 
sned  at  that  tune  by  Great  Biitem,  as 
an  example,  he  Ldd  itdoiwnasthe  duty 
of  the  govenmcnt  to  act  upon  the  prin- 
ciple sanctioned  by  the  tariff  act  of  the 
preceding  session,  and  lie  px-prrpynrl  the 
hope,  that  to  it— one  of  the  principles, 


"  upon  which  the  Constitution  itself  was 
formed" — he  hoped  and  trosted  the  au- 
thoriti^  of  the  Union  would  adhere. 
The  remainder  of  the  message  waa  taken 
up  with  the  condition  of  the  Indians 
dwelling  within  the  territoriea  of  the 
United  States ;  the  need  for  fortifying 
the  sea  ooast^  and  ineressuig  the  navy; 
the  desiniblenesB  of  edncsting  the  ofr 
fioexs  of  llie  army,  for  the  purpose  of 
increasing  the  usefulness  of  that  arm 
of  the  service;  and  the  necessity  for 
making  provision  for  taking  the  fourth 
censna  of  the  conntry,  and  of  obtaining 
more  complete  and  specific  returns  of 
the  ages  of  the  population.   And,  in 
oondiiBioD,  the  prendent  assiired  Con- 
gress of  hb  oomtimied  earnest  desire  for 
the  adoption  of  tiie  messnres  be  had 
before  reoommended;  and  of  his  cor- 
dial eoSManrrence  in  every  constitational 
provision  which  might  receive  their 
sanction  during  the  session,  and  which 
tended  to  the  general  welfare.    But  he 
made  no  allusion  to  the  fact,  although 
it  wasHJien  fiiUy  known,  tiiat  this  was 
the  last  time  he  shonld  be  oslled  npon 
to  address  them  in  the  eapadty  of  pres- 
ident of  tlie  United  States. 

This  being  the  short  session,  and  the 
present  aflmini^tration  being  also  near 
its  close,  hardly  miy  thing  more  waa 
done  than  waa  absulnlcily  requisite  to 
carry  on  the  government.  Biih?  en- 
coai  aging  ilie  shipping  interest,  by  al- 
lowing eertam  drawba^  on  exposed 
goods,  passed  botb  Hooses,  and  becsme 
law.  A  tonnage  ha]],  proponng  to  re- 
peal that  duty  on  all  Amerioan  Teesela, 
and  on  those  of  other  nations  placed 
by  treaty  on  the  same  footing,  waa  re- 
jected in  the  Senate.   Liberal  appro* 
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priatloDS  were  made  £or  the  promotion 

of  internal  improvements  of  various 
kinds ;  and  the  principle  was  once  more 
larcrely  debated,  and  at  len^h  affinucd 
by  coualderablo  majorities,  both  in  the 
SoiAte  and  in  Hkmae  of  Bcpwcnfr 
atires.  Tb»  ccartmqatioa  of  the  Onm- 
lierlaiid  Bead,  and  the  coiiditianal  oes- 
non  cf  it  to  the  states  through  whose 
boundariea  it  passed,  occupied 
much  of  the  time  devoted  to 
this  section  of  public  business.  These 
are  the  principal  matters  wliich  engaged 
the  attention  of  Congress  now;  other 
bills,  and  amoDgst  them  some  origi- 
nattiii^  ivith  the  retfanchineDt  commit- 
tee, ezpiied  vith  the  teemoa,  not  having 
been  able  to  get  through  all  the  stages 
necessary  to  constitute  them  laws. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1829,  the  twen- 
tieth CoEOTO^H  expired,  and  at  tlic  same 
date  John  Quincy  Adams's  administra- 
tion reached  its  close.  Owing  to  a 
rather  unpleasant  correspondence  with 
8(Mne  of  tiie  principal  men.  of  Boston, 
growing  ont  of  the  eonrae  panned  by 
Ifr.  Adams,  when  he  thought  that  he 
perceived  an  intention  on  the  part  of 
the  federalists  to  attempt  a  dissolution 
of  the  Uinon^  (^vc  j\  108),  the  ex-pro«- 
ident  lu  uferred  to  remain  in  the  cajjital, 
which  was  his  home  for  some  time  at- 
terwards. 

Li  hriefly  reviewing  the  adnunutra^ 
tion  of  the  nztlL  president,  it  is  to  be 
borne  in  mind,  that,  attemplang  to  do 
without  a  party,  and  to  rise  above  mere 
party,  it  was  a.«!sailed  by  its  opponents 
with  more  vigor  and  acti-^^ty  than  any 
one  which  had  preceded  it.   In  the 


House,  the  majority  was  against  it^  and 
nearly  one  half  of  the  Senate 
arrayed  themselves  in  opposi- 
tion to  its  measures.  AViiatever  may 
have  been  ita  fauitd  and  fuilmgs,  it  cer 
taanlj  vras  eondwsted  widi  purity  and 
uprightness;  and  in  leapeot  to  ability, 
it  compared  frvoralily  with  those  whieh 
had  gone  be&fre.  Mr.  Adams  himself 
was  above  reproach,  in  the  blnmftlnm' 
ness  of  his  life  and  the  patriotic  devo- 
tion of  hia  best  energies  to  the  good 
of  his  country.  But  he  did  not,  at  any 
time,  possess  the  populiir  favor ;  he  was 
not  a  man  of  the  stamp  to  win  popular 
appkoae;  his  leaimni^  bis  talents,  his 
abilily,  his  ^omog  patriotism,  never 
prodneed  the  effect  which  it  might  be 
supposed  they  would  upon  the  oonh 
munity ;  and  it  need  excite  no  surprise, 
that,  when  the  contest  came  between 
him  and  a  man  such  as  Andrew  Jackson 
was,  with  every  thing  nearly  to  attract 
the  mass  of  the  people,  and  to  lead 
them  to  admire  his  ^hing  boldness, 
his  unflinching  energy,  his  prompt  d^ 
oision,  and  the  like,  Jclm  Qoincy  Adams 
should  fail  of  receiving  votes  sufficient 
to  reflect  him  to  the  office  he  had  held 
during  the  past  four  years.  The  future 
yeai-s  of  Mi-.  Adams  demonstrated  the 
purity  of  his  principles,  and  his  willing- 
ness to  serve  his  cuuutry  in  uuy  petition 
for  which  tiiej  deemed  him  worthy ; 
and  we  believe  that  it  may  be  asserted 
now,  without  fost  of  diBsenti  that  he 
was  one  of  tlip  noble  band  of  patriots 
of  whom  the  United  States  may  justly 
be  proud,  and  may  hold  up  to  tlie  ad* 
miration  of  socceeding  generations. 
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i liii  inauguration  of  the  seventh  pres-  j  concourse,  gathered  at  the  eastern  por- 
id«it  of  ih.e  Umied  States  ma  attended  |  laoo  of  tiie  capitol,  stood  up  before  his 
witk  aH  thoBe  eeiemoiiiea  wHch  add 
interest  to  so  importaiit  aaaTsntm  our 

n  it'onal  history.  Sbviog  amved  at 


Washington  abont  a  month  previously, 

and  all  the  arrangementg  having  been 
completed,  Andrew  Jackson,  (m  the 
4th  of  March,  in  the  presence  of  a  large 
Vot.  ia-47 


^]ow-<atiieiiB  to  deli w  lus  ]b- 
avgoral  address.  It  iras  hneif 


plainly  azpteoMd,  and  snfScientlj  m- 
dieatiTe  dt  Hie  |iteside&t*a  views  and 

opinions  on  the  great  qnestiona  of  policy 
and  cfOYemment,  which  would  be  likely 
to  ret^uire  the  attentum  of  the  execatiT«. 
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Tvf o  or  three  piu'agraplia  an  all  tSutt 
we  hiere  loom  to  quote. 

^TyUaw^izens :  About  to  undertake 
the  arduous  duties  that  I  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  perform  by  the  choice  of  a 
free  people,  1  avail  myself  of  thia  cus- 
tomary and  solemn  occasion,  to  cxpres? 
the  gratitude  which  their  confidence 
inspires,  and  to  aoknowkclge  the  ao- 
countalnHty  which  mj  aitiifttioii  aijotoa. 
While  the  magmtode  of  thdr  intereatB 
convinoiai  me  that  no  thanks  can  Ite 
adequate  to  the  hoiMxr  they  have  con- 
ferred, it  admonisheg  me  that  the  best 
return  I  can  make,  is  the  zenlons  dedi- 
cation of  my  humble  abilities  to  their 
service  and  their  good. 

«  Li  aach  measuea  as  I  may  be  called 
on  to  pmanei  in  regard  to  the  rights 
the  aeparate  states^  I  hope  to  be  ani- 
mated by  a  jm^>er  respect  for  those 
sovereign  members  of  our  Union ;  tak- 
ing care  not  to  confound  the  powers  they 
have  reserved  to  themselves  ^th  those 
they  have  granted  to  the  confederacy. 

"  The  management  of  the  public  rev- 
enue—4h«t  aearehing  operation  in  all 
govenunenta— is  among  the  most  deli^ 
eate  and  impofrtant  tmsts  in  ours;  and 
it  will,  of  course,  demand  no  inconsid- 
erable share  of  my  official  sohcitude. 
TTnder  every  aspect  in  which  it  can  be 
considered,  it  would  appear  that  advan- 
tiige  must  result  from  the  observance 
of  a  strict  and  faithful  economy.  This 
I  shall  aim  at  the  more  anxiously,  both 
beeanae  it  will  fiwHitate  the  ezl^igmgb- 
ment  of  the  national  debt— the  on- 
neoeaaaiy  duration  of  which  is  incom- 
patible with  real  independence — and 
beeanae  it  will  ooonteract  that  tendency 


to  pnblio  and  private  pi  Diligacy  which 
a  proftaae  ezp^ditore  of  money  by  the 

government,  is  but  too  apt  to  engender. 
Powerful  auxiliaries  to  the  attainment 
of  this  desirable  end,  are  to  be  found 
in  the  regulations  provided  by  the  wis- 
dom of  CoiJgresa,  for  the  specific  ap- 
propriation of  public  money,  and  the 
prompt  aceountability  of  public  officers. 

The  leoent  demonstnition  of  publio 
sentiment  inscribes,  on  the  list  of  execu- 
tive duties,  in  characters  too  legible  to- 
be  overlooked,  the  task  of  reform;, 
which  will  require,  particularly,  the 
correction  of  those  abuses,  that  have 
brought  the  patron^e  of  the  federal 
govenmient  into  conflict  with  the  free- 
dom of  eledJons,  and  the  counteraction 
of  ihoee  caosea  ifhioh  have  disturbed 
the  rightful  course  of  appointment|  and 
have  placed,  or  continued,  power  in  un* 
faithful  or  incompetent  hands. 

"In  the  performance  of  a  task  thu? 
generally  delineated,  I  shall  endeavor 
to  select  men  whose  diligence  and  tal- 
ents will  ensure,  in  their  respective  sta* 
tions,  able  and  liuthM  ooopsfation — 
depending,  for  the  advanoranent  of  the 
pubUo  service^  more  on  the  integrity 
and  leal  of  the  puUio  offioersi  than  on 
their  nnmbers. 

"  A  diflidence,  perhaps  too  just,  in 
my  oTvn  qualifications,  will  teach  me  to 
look  with  reverence  to  the  examples  of 
pubhc  virtue  left  by  my  illustrious  pre- 
delcessors,  and  with  veneration  to  the 
lights  that  flow  from  the  mind  that 
founded,  and  the  mind  that  re> 

rmm  18S9 

formed  our  system.  The  same 
diffidence  induces  me  to  hope  for  in- 
atruction  and  aid  from  the  coordinate 
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branches  of  the  govenmieiit,  end  for 

the  indulgence  and  enpport  of  my  fel- 
low-citiienB  generally.  And  a  firin  re- 
liance on  the  goodness  of  tLat  Power 
whose  providence  mercifully  protected 
otir  national  infancy,  and  has  since  up- 
held our  libertiea  in  varioua  vicissitud&s, 
encourages  me  to  offer  ap  my  ardent 
supplications,  that  He  wQl  continiie  to 
make  ear  bdoved  covmtiy  the  olgeet 
of  his  Divme  core  and  gradons  heD6> 
diction.** 

After  concluding  this  address,  the 
oath  of  othce  waa  administered  to  the 
new  pre^^ident  by  the  venerable  Chief 
Justice  Marshall,  who  had  discharged 
the  same  duty  on  many  previous  occa- 
sdoos.  The  Senate  being  in  aesnon, 
Jadbon  sent  in  the  names  of  those 
J  whom  he  had  selected  to  form  his  cab- 
I  inet.  They  were:  Marim  Van  Buren, 
(at  the  time  governor  of  Kew  York,) 
secretary  of  state ;  Samuel  D.  Ingham, 
of  Pennsylv!iTiia,  secretary  of  the  treas- 
ury; Joliu  IL  Eaton,  of  Tennessee, 
secretary  of  warj  John  Branch,  of 
Nortii  GeroIinA)  secretary  of  the  navy ; 
John  M.  Berrien,  of  Georgia,  attorney- 
general;  and  William  T.Barry,  of  Ken- 
tucky,  postmaster-generaL  This  last 
office  was  held  by  Mr.  3rLean,  (ap- 
pointed by  Mr.  Monroe)  who  waa  un- 
derstood to  be  a  supporter  of  the  new 
administration ;  a  vacancy,  however, 
having  occurred  in  the  supreme  court, 
by  the  death  ot  Mr.  Jnstioe  Trimble,* 


•  Jiufiee  IVtaMe  died  fai  Aiigail»  ISSa    At  fiia 

opening  of  the  session,  in  December  of  that  year,  Mr. 
Adults  Dominated  Mr.  CriUendeo,  of  Kentucky,  to  fill 
fhevMtnej.  The«pporitfoa|iriwiimiiiflMin^oiv 
if  J  in  Iho  Senate,  nAmmI  to  •Oow  Um  IMUBliBrthlll  to 
be  nctni  iipoti> 


Mr.  MT^ean  vas  nominated  to  fill  his 
place,  and  was  confirmed  by  the  Sen* 
ate  on  the  Tth  of  March.   That  body, 

ha\Tng  acted  on  all  the  nominations 
presented  to  them,  closed  their  extra 
session  on  the  ISth  of  the  same 

« 

montlL 

The  new  administration  came  into 
power  under  &vorable  auspiees.  Gen- 
eral Jadkson  htd  been  very  little  in 
public  life,  was  not  oommitted  to  any 
particular  line  of  policy,  and  was  known 
to  have  counselled  Monroe,  (p.  309,)  to 
discard  party  lines  and  distinctions,  and 
to  act  in  all  respects  as  the  president 
of  the  whde  United  Statea.  He  waa 
conse<juently  at  hberty  to  mark  out  a 
truly  national  policy,  and  to  oondnet 
the  goveniment  on  princ^)les  which 
rec(^nized  the  rights  and  privfleges  of 
both  majority  and  minority  am6ng  the 
people,  "Retrenchment  and  reform," 
were  the  rallying  ev\p^  of  the  party 
during  the  election,  and  retrenchment 
and  reform  the  president  waa  boimd, 
of  course,  to  see  carried  into  etfect 
wherever  it  was  neoeasary.  Hie  only 
question  to  be  settled  wasy  what  was 
meant  by  these  terms ;  whether;  on  tho 
one  hand,  the  introducing  of  economy, 
prudence,  simplicity,  and  such  like,  into 
the  management  and  conduct  of  piiV>lic 
atfair^,  with  the  utmost  and  stringent 
responsibility  of  public  officers;  or,  on 
the  other,  the  removiug  of  hon- 
est,  capable  mSDj  who  were  iwt 
polxticnl  adherents,  and  the  appointing 
of  others  in  their  places,  who  ioet$  po- 
litical adherents  and  supporters.  It 
may  well  be  believed,  that  the  holders 
of  office,  and  the  seekers  of  office,  looked 
with  no  little  anxiety  for  the  practical 
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settlement  of  tWa  question  of  reform, 
of  which  Jackson  had  vpokea  in  liis 
Liaugnriil  address. 

The  president  did  not  leave  the  coun- 
try long  in  doubt,  as  to  what  lie  and 
tlie  democracy  understood  by  tlie  need- 
ed **refiiniiL"  It  ooninsted  in  anezten- 
riT«  xomoval  of  offioen  who  were,  polit- 
ically oODBidered,  known,  or  beUeTed, 
to  be  friends  and  supporters  of  Mr. 
Adams  at  the  last  election,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  others  in  their  j^laces  who 
bad  been  active  in  securing  the  election 
of  General  Jackson;  tlitis  opening  the 
door  to  the  conviction,  tliat  office  under 
tite  gDyeinment  is  to  be  the  z«waid  of 
partismah^  that  '^to  the  victors  bdong 
the  spoils,"  aad  that  horn  the  highest 
office  in  the  state,  down  to  the  very 
humblest  and  most  insignificant,  no  man 
can  be  deemed  qualified  except  he  be, 
out  and  out,  a  member  and  supporter  of 
tlie  dominant  party.  In  carrying  ont 
his  views  on  this  subject,  the  president 
reaohed  the  following  lesiilt,  hefore  the 
meeting  of  Googreas  in  ^e  present 
year.  Foor  new  ministen  plenipoten* 
tiary  had  been  appointed,  two  new 
fikmgea  d'affaires^  and  four  new  secreta- 
ries of  legation ;  the  marshals  and  dis- 
trict-attorneys had  been  changed  in 
sixteen  states,  forty-eight  collector,  sur- 
veyors, navai  officers,  and  appraisers 
had  been  removed,  to  make  way  for 
other  men,  and  twenty-ox  receivers  and 
legisteis  in  western  land  offioes;  twen- 
ty-one new  consuls  had  been  appointed ; 
and  in  the  department  at  Washington 
alone,  forty-six  changes  had  been  made. 
Altogether,  in  the  course  of  tlie  nine 
iiiontha  of  the  recess,  a  hundred  and 
ttixty-suvea  2em[>vals  and  re-appoint- 


montS)  in  which  the  Senate  eoold  hafe 

no  voice,  had  taken  place. 

The  pcetmaster-general,  havmg  now 
become  a  member  of  the  cabinet,  the 
pruning  knife  of  "reform"  was  very 
vigorously,  applied  in  that  departmeiiL 
Within  the  year  that  the  work  was  be- 
gun, fonr  hondred  and  ninety  postmss- 
ters  had  been  dlspJaeed,  and  others 
pointed  in  their  room.  And  to  show 
how  the  discriminalion  was  made,  we 
may  mention,  that  in  eleven  states  or  ter- 
ritories which  had  voted  for  Atlams, 
there  were  three  hxmdred  and  nineteen 
removals .  while  in  seventeca  states  or 
territories  whieh  had  supported  Jack- 
son, thflfo  were  only  a  hnndred  and 
sixty-one  xemoTah.  ThnS)  doling  the 
first  year  <^  the  new  administration, 
nearly  seven  hundred  changes  in  gov- 
er  nniont  officers  were  brought  abont  in 
this  wise ;  and  it  became  tolerably 
plain,  what  was  meant  by  the  prasident, 
and  the  pajty  who  placed  him  in  iiia 
lofty  position,  by  **retrenehniait  and 
reform."* 

In  thosnarra&ig  this  matter,  our  ob- 
ject is  to  give  a  simple  statement  of 
fact.  We  are  well  aware,  that  the 
course  of  the  president  was  held  to  be 
defensible,  and  was  energetically  de- 
fended by  the  democratic  pr^;  and 


*  la  oontnst  wHh  this  prooodura  on  the  part  of 
Jackson,  it  doerres  to  be  uotod,  that,  although  Mr. 
JeSbrson  began  the  system  which  has  siaoe  been  car- 
ried oat  80  fully,  (see  pp.  16-18  of  the  preeentTohiine,) 
be  removed  only  thirty-nioo  in  the  oounw  <rf'  eight 
jfsars ;  John  Adams,  during  bis  four  years,  removed 
ton;  Washington  nuDOved  nine;  Uadison,  five;  Mon 
roe,  nine;  and  JoknQDinqr  Adams,  two;  making  th< 
Bum  total  of  remorab  by  six  furesidentB,  only  i 
ioixr,  and  iDOSt  of  theM  Ibr  sofiBcient  CMlN. 
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WO  know,  thai  the  ykm  of  all  partieB, 
WB  partiefl,  now  are,  tliat  changes  of  the 
most  thorough  and  complete  description 
shonld  be  made  in  the  officials  of  all 
kinds,  when  a  new  administration  suc- 
ceeds to  power.  Nevertheless, 
we  are  bound  to  say,  tliat,  in  the 
judgment  of  impartial  men,  great  mis- 
chief was  aet  on  fixvt  when  the  phin  of 
the  aeventh  psendent  was  carried  oot, 
and  when  he  furnished  an  example 
which  later  presidenta  have  been  only 
too  ready  to  follow. 

This  ia  acknowledged,  in  substance, 
by  Senator  Benton,  who  undertake?  an 
elaborate  defence  of  the  coui-se  and 
policy  of  Andrew  Jackson  in  tlus  par- 
tieoilar.  In  joattoe  to  the  preaident^, 
whoae  advocate  he  ia,  we  may  qnote 
hriefly  from  Mr.  Benton's  chapter  on 
this  topic,  in  his  **  Thirty  Years'  View." 

Having  stated,  that  notwitlistanding 
the  extent  to  which  removals  had  been 
effected^  General  Jackson  left  many 
thousand?,  who  were  in  his  power,  un- 
touched, Mr.  Benton  goes  on  to  say  of 
the  president ;  He  came  into  office  nn- 
der  dreomatanoea  weU  calenkted  to 
excite  him  to  make  removals.  In  the 
first  place,  none  of  hie  political  friends, 
though  constituting  a  great  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  had 
been  appointed  to  office  during  the 
preceding  administration ;  and  such  an 
exclusion  could  not  be  justiiied  on  any 
Gonaideratioii.  Hia election waa^inaome 
degree,  a  levolaticn  of  partiea,  or  rather 
a  re-establishment  of  partiea  on  the  old 
line  of  federal  and  democratio.  It  was 
a  change  of  administration,  in  which  a 
change  of  government  functionaries,  to 
some  extent^  became  a  jight  and  a  duty. 


ISM. 


hut  stilly  the  remorab  aotoally  made^ 

when  political,  were  not  merely  for 
opini<m8,  but  for  conduct  under  thmi 
opinions ;  and  unhappily  there  wsts  con- 
duct enough,  in  too  many  officials,  to 
justify  their  removid."  l^Ir.  Benton  fur 
ther  states,  that  the  subordinate  officers 
of  the  govermaenl^  following  the  lead- 
ing of  Heuy  day,  were  active  daring 
the  preridentul  eamraaa,  and  aoloat  their 
true  position.  *^Bighi%  oODaideNd," 
he  sayBi  "they  were  non-combatants. 
By  engaging  in  the  election  they  be- 
came combatants,  and  subjected  them- 
selves to  the  law  of  victory  and  de- 
feat ;  reward  and  promotion  in  one  case, 
loas  of  place  in  the  other.  General 
JiadcsoD,  then,  on  his  acceHaion 
to  the  presidency,  waa  in  a  new 
aitnation  with  respect  to  parties,  dififer* 
ent  from  that  of  any  prerident  since  the 
tmie  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  whom  he  took 
for  his  model,  and  whose  rule,  he  fol- 
lowed. He  made  many  removals  and 
for  cause,  but  not  bo  many  as  not  to 
leave  a  majority  iu  office  against  him — 
even  in  the  ezeentiTe  departments  in 
Washington  city." 

Such  is  the  defence  of  General  Jack- 
son which  Mr.  Benton  urges,  and  it  is 
probably  the  best  that  can  be  offered ; 
yet  he  himself  is  by  no  moans  blind  to 
the  elTect  of  the  system  of  removals  on 
the  scale  on  which  it  has  ever  since 
been  put  into  operation.  "The  pra^ 
tice  of  removab  for  opinion^  aake  is 
becoming  too  common,  and  is  redndng 
onr  presidential  eleetioina  to  what  Sfr. 
Jefferson  deprecated,  *■  a  contest  cf  office 
instead  of  principle';  and  converting 
the  victories  of  eHch  party,  so  far  as 
office  is  conoemed,  into  the  political  ex- 
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termination  of  the  o&er.  .  .  «  .  I 

consider  'sweeping*  removals,  as  now 
practised  by  both  parties,  a  great  polit- 
ical evil  in  our  country,  injnrions  to  in- 
dividuals, to  the  public  service,  to  the 
purity  of  elections,  and  to  the  harmony 

aad  union  of  the  people  It 

convertB  deetions  into  BeramHes  for 
office,  and  degrades  the  government 
into  an  office  for  rewards  and  pmiish- 
ments;  and  divides  the  people  of  the 
Union  into  two  adver-r  pfirties — each 
in  its  turn,  and  as  it  becomes  dominant, 
to  strip  and  proscribe  the  other.  .  .  . 
I  deprecate  the  eflfect  of  such  sweeping 
removaib  at  each  reTolntion  of  partieS| 
and  'believe  it  is  having  a  deplorable 
effset  both  upon  the  purity  of  election 
and  the  distribution  of  office,  and  taking 
both  out  of  the  hands  of  the  people, 
and  throwing  the  managemont  of  one 
and  the  enjoyment  of  the  other,  into 
mo8t  unfit  hands."* 

The  twenty-first  Congress  assembled 
for  its  first  sesnon  on  the      of  Decem- 
ber, 1829.  There  was  » large  gather- 
ing of  the  memben  of  both  Houses, 
and  the  strength  of  the  new  adminis- 
tration was  shown  by  the  re-election  of 
I  Andrew  Stevenson,  as  speaker  of  the 
House,  by  a  hundred  and  fifty-two  votes, 
against  twenty-one  given  to  W' illiam  D. 
Martin,  and  eighteen  scattering.  On 
the  next  day,  the  first  annaal 
message  of  President  Jackson 
was  receiTed  and  read  to  the  two 
Houses.  It  was  very  long,  drawn  up 


♦  Bcntoa's  "  nirty  Fear*'  View"  voL  L,  pp.  169- 
163.  For  GOme  interesting  rcumrks,  which Ifr.BcotOQ 
critidzcs,  Bee  M.  De  Tocqm  illpV  "  PfmOOrtUg  in 
America,"  toL  l,  chapters  viiL  and  xviL 


evidently  with  much  care,  and  gave  an 
elaborate  view  of  the  foreign  relations 
and  domestic  concerns  of  tiie  United 
JSiaifS.  Among  the  principal  measures 
recommended  were ;  an  amendment  of 
the  €k>nstitation  on  the  subject  of  elect- 
ing the  preeident^  in  order  that  it  might 
be  done  by -the  people^  witbont  the  in* 
tervention  of  electfns,  and  that  he  should 
be  ineligible  for  a  second  term  ;*  a  re- 
view and  alteration  of  the  judiciary 
law,  so  as  to  extend  the  circuit  court  to 
all  the  states ;  a  discontinuance  of  build- 
ing ships  of  the  larger  classes,  and  the 
collecting  and  storing  of  materials  in- 
stead ;  a  gradual  rsduction  of  duties  on 
artides  of  general  eonsnmption,  which 
are  not  the  production  of  the  country; 
the  re-organisang  the  department  of 
state ;  etc.  A  few  extracts  from  this 
elaborate  message,  in  which  Jackson's 
policy  is  clearly  shadowed  forth,  may 
serve  to  put  before  the  reader  the  views 
of  the  president  on  the  various  great 
questionB  ae  iasue  at  tiiat  date: 

In  ottmedioif  with  his  proposed 
amendment  to  the  OaDatitntion,  Jack- 
son set  forth  liLs  views  on  the  subject  just 
spoken  of,  and  which  had  excited  consid- 
crable  noise  already,  we  mean  his  exten- 
sive removals  from  office.  '"There are, 
perhaps,  few  men  who  can  for  any  great 
length  of  time  enjoy  oiiice  and  power, 
witikont  being  more  or  less  under  the 
influence  of  fedings  unfiKvorable  to  the 
faithfbl  discharge  of  th«r  pubHc  dutiea 
Th&t  integrity  may  be  proof  against 
impropa  conaiderati<nis,  immediately 


*  Andrew  Jackson,  however,  like  Thomas  Je6bnel^ 
whose  Bentiments  on  thb  point  he  rdteratcs,  was  pre- 
vuled  upoa  to  coDseot  to  be  elected  for  »  aeoond  tem 
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addressed  to  themselves ;  but  they  are 
apt  to  acquire  a  habit  of  looking  witli 
indifference  upon  the  pnbhc  interests, 
and  of  tolerating  conduct  from  which 
a&  nnpraetised  man  voold  lerolt  OS' 
flee  »  oonndered  as  a  BpedM  of  prop- 
firfy;  $nd  government  rather  as  ameans 
of  promoting  individoAl  interests,  than 

  as  an  instrnment  created  solely 

isatb         ^1^^  aervice  of  the  people. 

Corruption  in  some,  and  in  otLiers  a 
perversion  of  correct  feelings  and  prin- 
ciples, divert  government  from  its  le- 
gitimate ends,  and  make  it  an  engme 
fbr  the  siqiport  of  the  Sew,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  many.  The  duties  of  all 
public  offioera  are,  or,  at  least,  admit 
of  being  made  so  plain  and  simple,  that 
men  of  intelligence  may  readily  qnnlify 
Ihemselvea  for  their  performance ;  and 
I  e^iiuiot  but  believe,  that  more  is  lost 
by  the  long  continuance  of  men  in  office, 
than  is  generally  to  be  gained  by  ^dr 
experience.  I  sabmit  therefoie  to  your 
consideratica,  whether  the  efBciency  of 
the  government  would  not  be  promoted, 
and  official  industry  and  integrity  bet- 
ter sectired,  by  a  general  extension  of 
the  law  which  limits  appointments  to 
four  years. 

"In  a  country  where  cilices  are 
created  solely  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people,  no  one  man  has  any  more  in- 
trinsic right  to  official  station  than 
another.  Offices  were  not  established 
to  give  support  to  paiptieular  men,  at  the 
pubUc  expense.  No  individual  wrong 
is  therefore  done  by  removal,  since 
neither  apj)ointment,  nor  continuance 
in  office,  is  matter  of  right.  The  in- 
cumbent became  an  officer  with  a  'riew 
to  pnblio  benefits;  and  when  these  Te- 


ns 

qnire  hi?  removal,  they  are  not  to  be 
&aoriliceil  to  j>rivate  inter^ts.  It  is  the 
people,  uud  Lhey  alone,  who  have  a  right 
to  oompltun,  when  a  bad  officer  is  snb* 
stitnted  for  a  good  one.  He  who  is 
removed  has  the  same  mesns  of  obtainr 
ing  a  living,  that  are  ei^oyed  by  ihe 
milKftna  who  uevw  held  office.  The 
proposed  limitation  would  destroy  the 
idea  of  property,  now  so  generally  con- 
nected with  official  station;  and  al- 
tliough  indi\'idual  distress  may  be  some- 
times produced,  it  would,  by  promoting 
that  rotation  which  coostitntes  a  lead- 
ing prindple  in  the  repttbHcan  creed, 
give  healthful  action  to  the  system*" 

In  speaking  of  the  tariff,  the  presi- 
dent stated,  that  its  operation  thus  far 
had  not  proved  so  injuriong  to  agricul- 
ture and  commerce,  or  as  beneficial  to 
manufactures,  aa  had  been  anticipated ; 
that  foreign.  iinportationB  had  not  di- 
TniTimlittil^  while  domestic  competition, 
under  an  lUnaiTe  ezoitement^  had  nb< 
Greased  the  prodnction  mnch  beyond 
the  dnnandfor  home  consumption;  and 
that  consequently,  there  had  ensaed 
"  low  prices,  temporary  embarrassment, 
and  partial  Iobs."  In  discussing  thi.s 
topic,  the  president  urgently  rjecom- 
meuded  the  laying  aside  load  prejudices 
and  the  like,  and  the  dealing  with  it  on 
a  tndy  national  soale^  nnder  ^the  pat- 
riotic determination  to  prom6te  the 
gi  eat  interests  of  the  whob.'* 

The  balance  in  the  treasury,  on  the 
1st  of  January,  1829,  was  stated  to  be 
nearly  $0,000,000.  The  receipts  of  the 
year  were  estimated  at  above 
$24,000,000,  while  the  expendi- 
tures,  it  was  thought,  would  amount  to 
more  than  $26,000,000;  so  that  the 


TH£  PKEBIDENTS  ME8BAGB. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


876 

balance  in  the  treastiry,  at  the  end  of 
the  current  year,  would  be  a  little  less 
than  $4,500,000.  During  the  year, 
$12,405,000  had  beeu  paid  on  account 
uf  the  public  debt;  which  tfmoiinted 
lunr  to  $48,565,406.  ''The  Boddm 
withdrawal  &om  the  haaka  in  wMdi  it 
had  been  deposited,  at  a  time  of  unusual 
pressure  in  the  money  market|''eaid  the 
president,  nf  so  large  a  sum  as  nearly 
$9,000,000,  which  wag  pnifl  off  on  the 
1st  of  July,  it  was  feared  migiit  cause 
much  injury  to  the  interests  dependent 
on  bank  accommodations.  But  this  evil 
was  wholly  averted  by  an  early  antict- 
pation  d  it  at  the  Ixeasary,  tuded  by 
the  jndieiens  anu^pemeDti  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States." 

In  anticipation  of  the  time,  when,  by 
the  payment  of  the  debt,  the  demand 
upon  the  federal  treasury  should  be 
greatly  diminished ;  while  by  the  pro- 
gress of  commerce  the  revenue  should 
be  largely  inaiMBsd ;  it  was  anggested, 
that  the  smpliis  shodd  be  ai^rtbned 
among  the  sevsral  states,  ''aooording  to 
their  ratio  of  repreaeniatbii."  In  the 
same  connection,  tiie  president  urged, 
that  there  be  no  resort  to  strained  con- 
structions of  the  Constitution,  bnt  an 
appeal  to  the  ]>eojile,  to  amend  tlio  na- 
tional charter  in  all  matters  recj^uiring 
it  "  The  scheme  has  worked  well,"  he 
remarked.  "  It  has  aceeded  tiie  hopes 
of  tiicee  who  devised  it,  and  become  an 
objeet  of  adnuratioiL  to  the  world.  We 
are  responoble  to  our  countrjT)  and  to 
the  glorious  cause  of  self-govemmeDt) 
for  the  preservation  of  so  great  a  good. 
The  grefit  mnj's  of  legislation,  relating 
to  our  inter Jiiil  aiiaji-a,  was  intended  to 
he  left,  where  the  federal  convention 


found  it,  in  the  state  governnientfl.  .  .  . 
1  cannot  theiei'uif  to  >  sftrongly  or  earn- 
estly, for  my  own  seusij  of  its  importance, 
^vuru  you  against  all  encroachments 
upon  the  legitimate  sphere  of  state  sov- 
ereignty. Snstsined  by  iti  hesKhM 
and  invigorating  inilaenoe^  the  federid 
system  can  never  faU.* 

Many  suggestions  relating  to  the 
treasury  department  were  next  offered. 
They  bore  upon  the  method  of  collect- 
ing the  revenue;  the  large  amount  of 
public  money  outstanding ;  the  release 
of  debts  to  the  government,  "  where 
the  ctmdnet  of  the  debtor  is  wholly  ex- 
empt from  the  imputation  of  frmdf 
and  the  nnmerana  frands  oommitted  on 
thetreaBiuy,whidthad  necessitated  sev- 
eral prosecutions.  "And,"  continued 
the  president,  "  in  connection  with  this 
subject,  I  invite  the  attention  of 
CongresHi  to  general  and  minute 
inquiry  into  the  condition  of  the  gov- 
ernment, irith  a  "new  to  ascertain  what 
offices  can  be  dispeiised'with,  what  ex* 
penses  retrenchexl,  and  what  improve' 
ments  may  be  made  in  the  organizadan 
of  its  various  parts,  to  secore  &e  proper 
responsibility  of  public  agents,  and  pro- 
mote efficiency  and  justice  in  all  its 
operations." 

Beside  the  topics  already  noticed,  the 
president  warmly  commended  the  acad- 
emy at  West  Point,  urged  Ihe  extend- 
ing the  benefits  of  the  peiuum  law  to 
all  the  surviving  RevolntiuMDary  vet- 
erans,  and  spoke  of  the  removal  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  as  called  for  by  every 
consideration  of  policy  and  propriety. 
At  the  close  of  his  message,  the  presi- 
dent gave  his  views  on  the  subject  of 
the  United  States  Bank,  which,  as  mark- 
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ing  out  his  determiuatioQ  iu  regard  to 
that  mstitution,  and  as  closely  connected 
with  the  excitement  which  subsequeutlj 
arose  on  the  subject,  we  quote  in  fbU: 

The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States  ex])IreB  in  1836,  and  its  stock- 
]K»ld6rs  will  most  probably  apply  for  a 
renewal  of  their  priviloeres.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  evils  k  suiting  from  pre- 
cipitancy in  a  iij  :i  lire  involving  such 
important  principles,  and  soch  deep  pe- 
cuniary interests,  I  feel  that  I  cannot, 
m  justice  to  the  parties  interested,  too 
soon  present  it  to  the  deliberate  oonsid-i 
eratiozi  of  the  legislatore  and  the  peo- 
ple. Both  the  constitntiauality  and  the 
expediency  of  the  law  creatinjr  this 
"bank,  are  well  questioned  by  'i  large 
portion  of  our  fellow-citizens;  and  it 
must  be  admitted  by  all,  that  it  has 
failed  in  the  great  end  of  establishing 
a  imi£»m  and  soimd  cmreivcy. 

^  Under  these  dreamstanceS)  if  such 
an  institntion  is  deemed  essential  to  the 
fiscal  operations  of  the  government,  I 
'^Ti'hTnit  to  the  wi?dom  of  tlie  legLsliiture 
whether  a  national  one,  founded  upon  the 
credit  of  the  government,  and  its  reve- 
nue, might  not  be  devised,  which  would 
avcid  aU  eonstitiitioiial  difficolties;  and, 
at  the  same  timSi  secure  all  the  advan- 
tage to  the  goTenunent  and  country, 
that  were  expected  to  result  firom  the 
present  banL" 

The  question  of  the  public  lands,  al- 
way9  ail  interesting  one,  came  before 
Congress  early  in  the  session,  and  gave 
IfMb  ^  *  very  ardent  and  very 
important  discussion.  It  is  to 
be  bome  in  mind,  that^  owing  to  the 
feiliire  of  many  pnrehases  made  by  speo- 
nlators,  and  the  inabilily  of  other  bi^r* 
Vol.  DL— 48 
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ers  to  pay  when  the  full  sum  w;i:^  due, 
so  much  public  money  on  the  laud  ac- 
count was  outstanding  after  some  years, 
that  a  measure  for  the  refief  of  insoit 
vent  pnrehaseis  was  passed  by  CSoagress, 
and  the  upset  price  per  acre  was  re- 
duced from  two  dollars  to  one  and  a 
quarter,  on  condition  that  the  payment 
should  be  immediate.    The  practice  of 
selling  at  the  minimum  price,  the  land«! 
not  sold  by  public  auction,  failed,  how- 
ever, as  is  not  snrprising,  to  bring  pur- 
chasors  for  tiie  less  vahiable  tracts,  and  | 
the  state  goremments,  not  wmatiiraDy,  ! 
looked  upon  the  general  government  | 
and  its  land  system,  as  hostile  to  the  \ 
progress  of  their  sovereignties  in  popO' 
lation  and  prosperity.  j  j 

Tliis  was  tlie  feeling  of  the  w^tem  i 

I 

states  especially,  and  in  1826,  Senator  j ! 
Benton,  who  was  Tirtoally  the  repre-  I  j 
sentatlre  of  that  aeetion  of  the  country,  j  j 
Iffoposed  a  system  of  prices,  graduated  | 
according  to  the  actnsl  Tslne  of  the  un-  j 
sold  lands,  so  as  to  secure  a  more  evttdy  j 
dispersed  population ;  he  also  recom-  j 
mended  the  donation  of  smidl  tracts  to 
settlers,  for  the  purpose  of  attracting  j 
such  as  were  unable  to  migrate  west-  i  i 
ward,  in  consequence  of  poverty.  The  i  \ 
of  Ur.  Benton  were  warmly  sup-  | 
ported  by  the  western  states^  who  were  I 
dnpoeed  to  claim  entire  and  exclusive  | 
sovereignty  oyer  the  lands  within  their 
boundaries,  aa  was  clearly  shown  by  a  . 
vote  of  the  General  Assembly  of  In-  j 
diana,  in  January,  1829.  | 

Some  steps  on  the  part  of  the  general 
government  seemed  to  be  plainly  re- 
qmred;  and  accordingly  Mr. Foot,  of 
Gonnecticiit^  on  the  29th  of  December, 
sobmitted  to  the  Senate  a  resolvtiooi 
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' !   which,  after  amendment,  iras  expressed 
I    in  the  following  terms :  "  lie-solved,  That 
the  committee  on  public  lands  be  in- 
!  structed  to  inquire  and  report  the  quan- 
ta^ of  public  lauds  romaining  unsold, 
within  eaeli  state  or  territory;  and 
wlietiher  it  be  e^edient  to  limits  for  a 
:  certain  period,  the  sales  of  the  poblic 
I  {  lands  to  sach  lands  only  as  have  hereto- 
!     fore  been  offere  i  for  sale,  and  are  sub- 
ject  to  entry  at  the  minimum  price; 
and  also,  whether  the  office  of  surveyor^ 
general,  and  some  of  the  land  offices, 
may  not  be  abolished  without  detriment ' 
to  the  paUie  interest;  or  wb^m  it  lie 
expedient  to  adopt  measures  to  haabesa. 
the  sales,  and  ertend  more  rapadly  the 
BoryeyB  of  the  public  lands." 
Mr. Foofsdesign  in  proposing  this  res- 
!    olution  seemed  to  be  manifest  enough. 
I     The  average  annual  sales  of  public  lands 
!     amounted  to  a  million  of  acres,  and 
'    there  were  nearly  a  hundred  millions 
1    of  acres  of  the  national  domain,  already 
I    surveyed,  unsold;  vMcL  lie  thought 
I    would  supply  tiie  market^  were  the  an- 
1    nnal  sales  to  e^Miience  a  far  more  re> 
I    marlEftble  rise  than  was  at  all  probable, 
1    for  more  than  the  life-time  of  one  gen- 
'    eration;  so  that,  if  his  suggestiong  were 
■  I  adopted,  a  considerable  retrcnclmient 
of  the  public  ex])enditure  might  be  ef- 
!    fected,  without  any  diminution  of  tiie 
'    revenue  from  that  sonroe,  or  any  actual 
hindrance  to  the  Bettl«m«it  of  the  west 
Hie  nsnal  cootbo,  when  a  resolatioD 
pmpodng  an  inquiry  was  presented, 
was  to  postpone  the  diacnssbn  till  the 
'    committee  should  report  something 
which  required  the  action  of  Congress. 
On  the  present  occasion,  however,  this 
courae  was  not  pursued;  for  Senator 
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Benton  at  once  resisted  the  resolution, 
on  the  ground  that  its  effect  won]il  be 
to  check  emigration  to  the  new  states 
in  the  west,  and  to  deliver  up  large 
portions  of  them  to  the  dominion  of 
wOd  beasts. 

Mr.  Benton  made  hk  speech  on  the 
18th  of  January,  and  as  the  presiding 
officer,  Mr.  Calhoun,  among  other  £m- 
tastic  notions,  held,  that  he  had 
no  power  to  preperve  order  in 
the  debates  in  the  Senate,  the  energetic 
member  from  ^Missouri  took  the  largest 
liberty  of  saying  whatever  he  J.hought 
best  on  this  topia  On  the  19th,  Mr. 
Hayne,  of  8on&  Carolina,  adopting 
Mr.  Benton^  views,  brannhed  oat  still 
more  widely,  and  gave  ntterance  to 
heavy  and  shaip  invectives  against  the 
eastern  states  especially,  and  advocated 
the  doctrine  of  state  riglits  in  terms 
which  startled  sober-minded  men.  On 
the  20th,  Mr.  Webster,  although  he 
had  not  intended  to  speak  at  all,  took 
the  floor  in  reply,  and  deliTered  the  flmt 
of  his  great  speeches  on  Ihis  sobjeet 

Oar  limits  do  not  admit  of  enterii^ 
into  details  respecting  the  speakers  and 
speeches  in  tiiis  celebrated  debate. 
Both  3Ir.  Benton  and  Mr.  Hayne  un- 
dertook to  reply  to  Mr.  Webster,  Mr, 
llayue  doing  bo  nnrler  great  excitement^ 
and  reiterating  hid  charges  against  New 
England,  and  enlar^ng  upon  his  views 
of  state  soyereignty  and  mdependenoe 
with  mnch  eneigy  and  boldness.  Dan- 
iel Webster,  whose  great  abilities  and 
power  as  an  orator  were  weU  known, 
and  from  whom  a  defence  of  the  Con- 
stitution was  universally  looked  for,  did 
not  refuse  to  meet  the  impulsive  South 
Carolinian,  and  on  the  2:6th  of  January, 
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he  uttered  that  memonUe  oration, 

which  every  man,  woman,  and 
child  in  our  country  has  heard 
ofy  and  which  was  then,  and  has  ever 
since  been  considered,  not  only  a  con- 
dnsive  refutatiou  of  the  chaige  of  hoe- 
tiUty  on  the  part  of  the  east  towarde 
the  west^  but  also  an  imuunra^Ufl  de- 
fence and  exposition  of  the  Gonstitntion. 
It  vonld  be  impossible  to  do  justice  to 
the  scene,  and  the  power  of  the  orator, 
in  any  space  mir  command ;  and  we 
flhall  not  attem])t  it.  It  is  suflScient  to 
knuw,  that  the  seatimwits  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster struck  a  responsive  chord  in  the 
boBoma  of  nuBkma,  and  ihe  odkma  do(> 
triiie  of  nii]]ifieation  aiid  diaimm 
no  &yor  with  oar  coantcynien.  So  may 
it  ever  be  (  Liberty  and  nmon,  now 
and  for  ever,  one  and  inseparable !" 

The  issue  of  this  protracted  discussion 
was  the  passage  of  the  bill  brought 
forwat'  l  in  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Benton 
early  in  the  session ;  but  it  was  t^en 
to  the  House  of  BepraaentatiYeB  too 
near  the  day  of  adjotununent^  to  allow 
time  foT  ooiudderation,  and  it  was  or- 
dered, with  others  in  the  same  dromn- 
itances,  "to  lie  upon  the  taljle." 

Next  in  importance  to  this  debate, 
and  the  cll'cct  of  Webster's  great  speech 
upon  the  internal  ail"aii"s  and  relations 
of  the  Union,  may  be  reckoned  the  re- 
Tinon  of  tike  tariff  law.*  The  pxinclpal 
diacnauon  aroee  lespeetiDg  a  bill  re- 


*  Jn  Ur.  ^grne's  speech  on  Mr.  Foot's  reBoluttoD, 
be  aharply  ceosunsd  Daniel  Webster,  for  apparent  in- 
consistency and  contrmdictiuu  iu  oppusmg  the  tariff  in 
1824,  Kud  supporting  it  in  1828.  For  Mr.  Webster's 
defiEooe  and  reply,  the  readv  nmt  onnli  hk  gmX 
ipeedL  ^oken  of  aboT«, 


ported  on  the  27tli  of  January,  by  Mi; 

Mallory,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  manufactures,  to 
regulate  the  entry  of  woolen  importa- 
tions J  but  it  was  renewed  and  extended 
by  the  introduction  of  other  bills,  and 
of  amoidmeBtB^  the  releTsnoy  whereof 
to  their  original  motions  la  not  always 
obvious ;  and  the  entire  effect  was  cer- 
tainly hot  in  favor  of  the  poliey  advo- 
cated (in  this  instance)  by  the  southern 
party.  Separate  hUh  were  introduced, 
providing  for  a  reductioa  of  duties  on 
salt  and  molasses,  tea  and  cofifee,  etc, 
which  were  passed  by  considerable  ma- 
jorities. The  tonnage  duties,  and  the 
wbole  question  of  a  leeiprocal  policy, 
wluch,  aoeording  to  Mr.  Benton,  is  the 
tme  commercial  policy  of  the  Union, 
were  also  largely  discussed  on  this  oc- 
casion. But  the  most  instructive,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  most  painful  part 
of  the  business,  was  the  disclc^ure  of 
frauds  on  the  revenue,  amounting,  it 
was  said,  to  aome  $3,000,000  a  year. 

The  ajipointments  to  office  made  dmv 
ing  the  recess,  w^  not  immediately 
submitted  to  the  Senate  for  its  apfffo- 
bation.  A  month  cxytired  Tjrforc  the 
commencement  of  the  long  list  was  pre- 
sented, and  more  than  two  months  had 
elapsed  before  the  last  name  was  sent 
iu.    This  delay,  which  was  attributed 


of  the  -vioe-piendent  and  of  1&.  Yan 
Bnien,  the  secretary  of  state,  although 

it  no  doubt  helped  to  consolidate  the 
strength  of  the  administration,  did  not 
produce  a  general  confirmation  of  the 
appointments.  However  widely  opin- 
ions differed  with  regard  to  the  neces- 
sity of  that  kind  of  "reform"  which 


I 


Digitized  by  Google 


380 


JACKSON'S  ADMINISTRATION:  HBST  THBEE  YEAR&        [Bx.  VU. 


General  JedbKm  had  attempted,  by 
moving  BO  many  pei-sons  from  office, 
there  was  not  mnoli  dii^'  i  •  h  e  of  aeaii^ 
ment  as  to  the  impropriety  of  his  nsmg 
the  opportimities  thus  created  for  re- 
uarding  the  electioneering  services  of 
his  partisans.  And  iu  conisequence,  sev- 
eral of  iiha  iiotiiuiAla0iis  were  rejected, 
and  m  some  instances  the  vote  rejecting 
ihem  was  so  large  as  to  oonrey  a  de- 
cided oensure  jspoa.  tiie  coarse  aiiopted 
by  the  ezecntive 

In  regard  to  the  other  point,  of  which 
the  domiiifiTit  pir+y  had  said  a  good 
deal,  that  oi  retrenchment,  considerable 
activity  was  manifested.  Ko  fewer  than 
ten  bills  were  brought  forward  in  the 
fibnae ;  but  to  very  little  purpose ;  and 
nothing  of  moment  resulted  from  this 
movement  Bills  for  reforming  the 
mode  of  publishing  the  laws,  the  ap- 
pointment of  postmasters,  the  displace- 
!  ment  of  (lefniiltpr^,  etc.,  introduced  by 
Mr.  Benton,  in  the  ISenate,  met  with  no 
better  success.  So  too  a  resolution  u\)- 
ou  General  Jackson's  recommeudutiou 
lio  am^d  the  eonatitational  mode  of 
deeting  the  pvendent  and  vicepresi- 
dent^  did  not  meet  tilie  approbation  of 
Congress.  Whereat  the  opposititm  8ar> 
castically  said;  "These  subjects  of  ex- 
citement had  subserved  the  purposes 
for  which  they  were  intended,  and  the 
object  of  tlie  ns^itation  being  answered 
iu  the  tiiuiuph  of  their  party,  the  in- 
strnments  by  whidi  they  had  aeoom- 
plisbed  their  ends  wero  lidd  aside  as  no 
longer  neoesaaiy.** 

The  question  rwpecting  the  Indians 
in  the  sonth-west^  (p  d56,)  and  their 
removal  beyond  the  Mississippi,  again 
caa^  before  Congress.   Georgia,  in  par- 


ticular, was  determined  to  have  posses' 

sion  of  the  Indian  lands,  and  to  cfiElect 
the  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes  within 
her  borders.  The  poor  aborigines  me- 
morialized Congress,  and  ii^ped  for  pro- 
tection and  justice;  but  in  general,  the 
legislature  and  the  executive  were  op- 
posed to  their  wishes,  and  emigration 
seemed  to  be  the  only  thing  left  to  them. 
Lk  Jnne,  the  governor  of  Georgia  issned 
a  prodamation,  decHazii^  that  the  laws 
of  the  state  were  in  force  over  the  In- 
dian territory,  and  threatening  penal- 
ties for  any  violation  of  them.  Con- 
gress also  passed  an  act  for  the  purchase 
of  a  region  west  of  the  Mississippi,  be- 
yond the  limits  of  the  states  and  oi^an- 
ized  territ(nieB^  to  which  the  LidinnB 
were  to  be  removed  within  a  year,  sad 
where  thay  were  to  be  protected  against 
other  tribes  in  the  vicinity.  The  sum 
of  $500,000  was  appropriated  for  car- 
rying this  act  into  effect.  The  troubles 
that  grew  out  of  this  Indian  question, 
occupied  the  attention  of  Congress  and 
the  people  for  several  years  subse- 
qnoifly. 

That  portion  of  the  presidentii  mes* 
sage  which  we  have  quoted  respecting 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  was  re- 
ferred, in  the  House,  to  the  committeo 
of  wrivM  and  means.  The  movement  of 
the  executive  was  looked  upon 
c'ls  rather  surprising,  seeing  that 
the  chaiier  of  the  bank  had  some  seven 
years  yet  to  ran,  and  seeong  also  tiiat  it 
had  made  no  applicafaon  for  a  renewal 
of  its  charter.  Strictly  speakmg,  it 
was  difBcult  to  peroave  what  Congress 
had  to  do  with  the  question  in  it-s  pres- 
ent position.  However,  as  the  presi- 
1  dent  hod  seen  fit  to  speak  of  it  in  the 
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maimer  wliich  lie  did  in  liis  message, 
the  Bupportera  of  his  administration 
could  not  well  pasa  over  the  snbject 
in  sileuce.  The  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  accordingly,  through  Mr. 
ITDoffiei  thdr  cihairman,  in  audible  re- 
port^ took  gromid  against  the  preaK* 
dent's  view ;  claimed  that  the  bank  had 
Mthfblly  performed  its  duties ;  that  it 
was  essential  to  the  correct  manage- 
ment of  the  national  finance*i,  etc.  And 
as  to  General  Jackson  s  suggestion  of  a 
government  national  bank,  to  be  fur- 
nished with  capital  from  the  treasury, 
iJie  report  dedaredi  that  it  oonld  hardly 
fbrniah  a  ennency  without  Ivanchea; 
whilat  with  branches  it  would  be  still 
more  objecticauib}e,  as  it  invested  the 
federal  government  with  patronage  of 
most  extensive  influence,  and  embraeino- 
the  control  of  all  the  bank  accoinmo 
datioas  to  the  standing  amount  of 
$50,000,000.  Such  a  control  would  in- 
troduce more  oomipdon  in  the  govern- 
ment than  all  the  patronage  now  be- 
longing to  it.  It  was  a  desperate  finan- 
cial experiment,  without  parallel  in  the 
histoiy  of  the  world."  To  the  same 
effect,  though  not  so  much  in  detail, 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  in  behalf  of 
the  committee  of  finance,  in  the  Senate, 
reported  against  the  suggestions  of  the 
preddoit drenmstanoes  which  might 
have  ahakoi  tiie  reaolntion  of  any  or- 
^Unary  man.  But  Andrew  Jackaon  was 
Tiot  an  ordinary  man,  and  Iiaving  set 
his  mind  upon  a  certain  view  of  this 
matter,  he  was  not  to  be  driven  from 
it  by  any  doubts  or  hesitation,  as  to 
whether  he  might  not  possibly  be 
wrong,  in  a  (Question  wherein  the  learn- 
ing and  esperieno^  and  ability  of 


isaa. 


statesmen  and  financiers,  of  his  own 
party,  too,  were,  with  scarce  an  ezccp- 
tlon,  arrayed  acfainst  him. 

After  the  performance  of  a  great  deal 
of  bnmieas^  notwithstanding  the  long 
and  ardent  debales,  this  busy  seeaion 
of  GoQgresB  was  tenninated  on  the  Slst 
of  May,  1830.» 

The  fifth  decennial  censos  <^  jbhe 
United  States  was  taken  this  year,  with 
the  following  results.  Of  free  whites, 
there  were,  under  twenty  years  of  age, 
males,  2,996,405;  females,  2,907,317; 
— between  twenty  and  forty,  males, 
1,548,697 ;  females,  1,473,648 ; 
— between  forty  and  sirty, 
males,  597,009;  females,  5^9,456;— 
above  sixty,  males,  210,967 ;  females, 
209,803;  in  all,  according  to  Mr.  Tucker, 
10,537,378.  The  number  of  free  coloi^ 
ed  pei-sons  amounted  to  319,599;  and 
there  were  2,009,043  slaves.  The  grand 
total  of  the  population,  consequently, 
as  given  by  the  tables  in  Mr.  Tnskex'B 
work  on  this  subject,  was,  12,866,020. 

The  increase  of  the  population,  wheo 
compared  with  the  numbers  aaowtained 
in  1820,  was  just  thirty-three  and  a 
quarter  per  cent. ;  but,  compared  with 
those  in  1790,  the  increase  was  above- 
three  hundi'ed  and  twenty-seven  per 
cent.  The  decennial  increase  in  the 
Aflantio  statea,  in  1830,  was  above 
twenlyHDiQe  and  three  qnarten  per 


*  Qenflnl  Jackaon,  it  was  noted,  used  the  veto  power 
of  his  oflSce  Tour  timM  dmiiiig  the  lenloii;  wIunHb 
looking  bock,  it  WM  tuaai,  Hut  Waddogton  naed  dds 
power  only  twice,  duriog  his  eig^t  jean;  John  Adams 
and  JefiKnam,  not  at  an ;  Madison,  fi»r  times ;  Mooros^ 
once ;  sad  John  Quincy  Adams,  not  at  alL  Prom  all 
which  it  became  tolerably  evident,  that  exeeutiTe  power, 
ia  JadowD's  bands,  was  atwol  thiogi  nUdilwinHBt 
to  «Mdww  he  judged  belt 
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Bizty4]iree  and  a  ludf ;  wlulst  in  tlie 
free  states  it  was  abo^e  tbirty-five  and 
tliree  quarters,  and  in  the  slareliolding 
states  under  thirty  per  cent. 

During  the  recess,  a  sort  of  quarrel 
among  the  members  of  the  cabinet  and 
the  president,  made  considerable  pro- 
gress, and  it  1)608100  evident)  that  the 
friendly  politieal  rdatioDS  existing  lie* 
tween  Mr.  Calhoun  and  General  Jack- 
son were  alxmt  to  be  mptnred.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  charged  with  fomenting 
thb  quarrel,  having  perceived  that  hia 
political  advancement  would  be  pro- 
moted by  it.  But  we  do  not  pretend, 
in  oui"  iinuted  space,  to  enter  into  any 
diaenssiim  of  i^M  aeorat  histoiy  of  ihe 
times. 

The  seoond  session  of  the  tire&t7<'&st 
Congress  began  on  the  6th  of  Decem- 
ber. The  message,  which  was  sent  in 
the  next  day,  spoke  of  the  bills  which 
the  j)residi'nt  had  retained  at  the  close 
of  the  lost  session,  on  the  ground  that 
he  had  not  hud  time  to  consider 
them  properly,  and  which  were 
now  letamed  without  his  approval* 
The  neoessitj  of  amending  the  Consti.- 
tntion,  in  rektlon  to  the  election  of 
president  and  ▼ice-j^resident,  was  agBOR 
urged.  "  I  cannot,"  said  he,  "  too  earn- 
tstly  invite  your  attention  to  the  pro- 
priety of  prornotinc'  ■^nvh  an  amendment 
of  the  Constitution,  iis  will  render  him 
inehgible  after  one  term  of  service." 

The  Indian  qnestton  was  next  qpoken 
ot^  and  Ihe  progiess  <^  the  ronoval 
scheme ;  and  ^en  came  the  tari£  The 
eilecte  of  the  existing  law,  said  the 
message,  were  "  doubtless  overrated, 
both  in  its  evils  and  in  its  advantages.** 


eeni,  and  In  the  western  states^  above  I  "To  nuike  this  great  qnestkm,*  the 


president  ronazked,  which  unhappily 
so  much  divides  and  excites  the  public 
mind,  subservient  to  the  slior1>sighted 
view?  of  faction,  must  destroy  all  hope 
of  settling  it  satisfactorily  to  the  great 
body  of  the  people,  and  for  the  general 
interest.  I  cannot,  therefore,  too  earn- 
estly fi>r  my  own  feelings  <^  the  com- 
mon good,  warn  yon  against  the  blight- 
ing  conseqnenoes  of  snch  a  conne.* 

The  financial  report  was  in  every 
respect  most  fiivorable.  The  receipts 
for  the  year  were  expected  to  exceed 
$24,160,000,  being  about  $300,000 
more  than  had  been  reckoned  upou 
when  the  last  annual  report  was  pre- 
sented. The  expenditnxe  amonated  to 
over  |13,Y42,000,  beside  payments  on 
aeconnt  of  the  public  debt,  idling  little 
short  of  $11,500,000.  And  the  balance 
in  the  treasury  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
was  expected  to  be  aliove  $4,810,000. 

First  in  importance  of  the  legislative 
business  of  the  session  prescribed  by 
the  m^age,  were  the  measures  for  the 
promotion  of  internal  improvement, 
which,  in  omnplete  neglect  of  the  pres- 
ident^ scroj^Iea,  were  passed  by  Con* 
gresB.  "Neat  was  this  practical  renstance 
to  Jackson*8  views  offered  without  con- 
sideration; a  committee  sat  upon  the 
objections  by  which  he  liad  justified  his 
vetoes,  and  the  report  presented  by  it, 
tlirough  one  of  the  supportei^  of  the 
adiuimstration,  strongly  aud  pointedly 
condemned  his  opinions,  and  oondnded 
by  a  resolution,  affirming  the  expedien- 
cy of  oontinning  the  prosecntion  of  in^ 
ternal  improvements  by  appropriations 
of  money,  and  by  subscriptions  for 
stock,  in  companies  incorporated  in  the 
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states  wlierein  the  mprovementB  mig^ 
beeSscted,  oa  the  part  of  the  general 

govenmient 

So  decisive  were  the  majorities  in 
both  branch^  of  the  legislature,  by 
which  the  bills  with  this  object  in  view 
were  passed,  that  '^the  president  and 
hia  oabinet  finmd  tlifiiiiBelveB  oompdled 
to  yield  to  pnUie  opinbn,**  and  vpptove 
them,  in  spite  of  the  decided 
disapprobation  which  they  had 
expressed,  for  measures  of  precisely  the 
same  character  and  intention.  And  it 
was  considered  that  tliis  course  of  poli- 
cy was  now  established  as  that  of  the 
nation,  nothing  being  required  to  carry 
it  mart  beneftdainy  into  e^ot^  Imt  pru- 
dence and  hamony  on  ihe  pert  of  tiie 
difibKmt  eeotKnis  of  the  goyeramenti 

The  other  meaBores  of  the  BSBOsm 
deserving  mention,  were, — an  act  to 
amend  the  laws  of  copy-right,  extending 
the  term  to  twenty-eight  yeare ;  and  for 
fourteen  years,  if  tlie  author,  etc.,  should 
be  living,  or  have  left  widow  or  child 
livmg,  at  the  condnaioii  of  tihat  termi 
— one  for  the  relief  of  certam  inaolvent 
debtors  of  the  United  Statee  ^— Another 
for  finally  adjusting  and  settling  the 
claims  of  James  Monroe,  the  late  pres- 
ident, against  the  United  States  ;*  and 
various  appropriations  for  internal  im- 
provement, as  that  for  carrying  on  the 
Cunil)eiiand  iioad,  and  that  for  im- 
proving the  lumgBdlaicm.  of  the  Ohio. 
The  BesBton  doeed  on  the  8d  of  March, 
1S81. 

Soon  after  the  brealdng  np  of  Con- 
greas,  a  rather  tart  oorrespondenoe  was 


^       *  Mr.  Monroe,  we  may  note  bere,  died  on  the  4lh 
•I  Julj,  ISSlj  ia  the  serenty-wcoDd  year  of  hia  age. 


piobBshed)  in  which  both  writers;  the 
president  and  vice-president,  clearly 
manifested  that  a  schism  had  taken 
place  in  the  party,  and  that  several 
political  changes  must  result  from  this 
dispute.  The  details  are  not  important 
inthjaplaoob  AgreBtdealvaasaidin 
puUio  and  private  on  the  sabject,  and 
charges  and  ooonterchaiges  were 
made  on  both  ndes.  Hie  president, 
finding  that  he  could  not  bring  the 
members  of  the  cabinet  to  his 
vic^v  on  certain  questions  of 
etiquettti  and  propriety,  in  matters  of 
social  intercourse,  was,  naturally  enough, 
displeased,  and  as  he  was  not  a  man  who 
bore  opposition  ▼ety  meekly,  the  gen^ 
I2emen  aasociated  with  him  aa  oonstita- 
tiooal  advisero  found  it  eiqiiedient  to 
resign,  which  they  did  in  the  month  of 
April.*  (jeneral  Jackson,  accordingly, 
set  about  a  reorganization  of  hb  cal> 
inet;  and  during  the  summer,  he  com- 
pleted it  as  follows :  Edward  Livingston, 
oi  Louisiana,  was  made  secretary  of 
state;  Lome  MXane^  of  Delaware,  seo 
retary  of  the  treasnry ;  Lewis  Oaaa^  of 
Ohio^  secretary  of  war;  Levi  Wood- 
buiy,  of  New  Hampshire,  secretary  of 
the  navy;  EogerB/IaneyfOfHaryland, 
attorney-general. 

A  strong  opposition  to  General  Jack- 
>(  i^'s  re-election  began  gradually  to  ac- 
quire head ;  and  using  the  designation 
of  "  national  repnblican,"  it  was  deter* 
mined  to  support  Heniy  Clay  as  its 
fop  the  presidenoy* 


*  Mr.  Van  Buren,  who  had  retigoed  Ifae  poet  vf 
Mortlaiy  of  state,  was  appointed  kgr 

minister  to  En^landj  Ml4 1    '    "  " 
August, 
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The  tnrenty-seoood  Congresa  b^an 
itb  fint  8e«aDOii  tlie  Sth  of  December, 
1881.  Stevenson  was  elected  speaker 
bj  A  bare  majority;  and  the  prendentie 

message  was  read  to  bott  Houses  on 
the  tbUowing  day.  This  document  was 
largely  occupied  with  an  account  of 
i  foreign  afl&drs  at  that  date.  The  rela- 
tion of  the  administration  to  the  Indian 
tribes  WBB  aibo  faHj  diseueed.  '^It  tb 
ooafidently  beUoTed,*  laid  the  presi- 
dent, "  that  paneverKnce  Ibr  a  few  yean 
in  the  present  policy  of  the  govern- 
ment, will  extinguish  the  Indian  title  to 
I  all  lands  lying  within  the  states  com- 
posing onr  Federal  Union,  and  remove 
beyond  their  limits,  eveiy  Indian  who 
is  not  willing  to  submit  to  their  laws." 

Tbe  amount  ci      revenue  was  an- 
tidpated  as  not  leas  than  $27,700,000 ; 
wbOst  tbe  total  ezpenditore  was  no 
more  than  $14,700,000.   More  than 
$16,600,000  had  been  applied  to  the 
reduction  of  the  public  de])t,  and  the 
i   payment  of  intr'T-pst  upon  it.    So  that 
I   in  the  three  yeai-s  that  Jackson  liad 
I   been  at  the  head  of  affaii-s,  nearly 
$40,000,000  had  been  applied  to  this 
important  object;  eertainly  a  just  oanse 
tor  gratnktion. 

Few  reoommendataona  were  offered 
to  Congress ;  but  amongat  them  we  find 
renewed  those  for  "a  modification  of 
the  tariflf,"  justice  to  the  interests  of  the 
merchant  being  observed,  as  well  as  to 
I  those  of  the  manufacturer ;  "  a  more 
liberal  policy  towards  uufoi-tunate  debt- 
ors to  the  govenmiait  f  the  amendment 
of  ibe  Conatitntion,  in  tbe  artide  regu- 
i  lating  tbe  mode  of  electing  the 

I  *  president  and  vice-president; 
I  and  farther  and  carefblattenti<m  to  the 

L  


position  of  the  Bank  of  tbe  United 
States.  New  ones  were  presented  xe> 

specting  the  complications  of  tbe  extern 
of  Iceepii^  the  public  accounts ;  the  ro' 
organization  of  the  Diatrict  of  Colum- 
bia ;  and  correction  of  anomalies  in  the 
distribution  of  the  circuit  courts. 

The  president's  a])puiiitiiient:a,  made 
during  the  recess,  were  sent  in  to  the 
Senate  early  la  Beoember,  and  ailer 
conriderable  discussioo,  were  confiimed 
on  the  13th  of  January,  ISBS,  except- 
ing that  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  minister  to 
England.   This  was  laid  on  the  table 
by  the  casting  vote  of  the  vice-presi- 
dent, and  was  finally  rejected  by  the 
same  vote.    How  much  mere  party 
considerations  had  to  do  with  this  re- 
sult, we  stop  not  to  inquire;  but  cer- 
tainly, the  opponents  of  the  admims- 
tration  made  a  great  mia^ke  in  not 
leaving  Mr.  Van  Buren  wbere  he  was, 
instead  of  forcing  his  return,  and  giving 
him  a  claim  to  further  advance- 
ment in  the  ranks  of  the  demo-    *****  ' 
cratic  party.    The  consequence  was,  » 
that  the  late  secretary  of  state  was  1 
placed  on  the  same  ticket  with  Andrew  | 
JadsBon,  for  vioa'prerident ;  va^  secore  ' 
of  being  elected  to  that  office;  and  bad 
also  every  reaaon  toliope  for  tbe  bonw 
of  being  made  bia  successor. 

The  apportionment  cf  Representa- 
tives under  the  census  of  1830,  was 
warmly  debated  in  Congress.  The 
committee,  early  in  January,  through 
Mr,  Polk,  suggested  forty-eight  thou- 
sand aa  the  ratio.  A^fcer  a  laige  num- 
ber of  ccmflicling  propositiona  by  way 
of  amendmmt^  tbe  nnmbeis  auggeated 
yarying  from  rixfy  thousand  to  forty- 
four;  and  aeTeral  motions  having  bad 
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the  bftrd  fate  of  being  carried  one  day, 
and  rescinded  the  next;  forty-seven 
thousand  seven  hundred  was  finally  set- 
tled upon  in  May ;  and  the  Senate  took 
the  subject  into  immediate  considera- 
tion. That  body  undertook  to  fix  the 
total  of  the  Honse  at  two  hundred  and 
fifty-one  m^brae,  leaivlng  the  ratio  of 
apportionment  to  be  fixed  in  accordance 
therewith.  But  the  House  disagreeing, 
the  Senate  receded  from  its  amendment, 
and  the  arrangement  settled  by  the 
House  was  finally  adopted. 

The  president  having,  in  each  of  his 
tiiree  annual  mot^ages  to  Congress  an* 
nonnoed,  with  tolerable  distuietneaEi,  his 
hostility  to  the  Bank  of  the  United 
States,  tiiat  institotbiL  thought  it  best, 
at  an  early  day,  to  apply  for  a  renewal 
of  its  charter ;  and  so  the  great 
bank  controversy  began.  A 
memorial  was  presented  in  the  Senate 
by  Mr.  Dalla.s,  on  the  9th  of  January, 
and  referred  to  a  select  committee  for 
consideratioiu  The  opponents  of  the 
bank  wished  to  postpone  the  subject, 
bat  were  nnsacoessfiiL  On  the  ISfh 
of  March,  the  committee  reported 'in 
£i7or  of  renewing  the  charter  for  fifteen 
years,  Tvith  certain  modifications,  by 
which  it  would  seem,  every  reasonable 
objection  would  have  been  obviated. 
And  a  bill  was  brought  in,  conform- 
able with  the  report;  but  in  order  to 
secnre  the  harmomooB  acdon  of  Con* 
gress,  it  was  not  pushed  through,  be- 
cause the  committee  of  ioqidry  appomt- 
ed  by  the  House  had  not  yet  reported. 

Mr.  MDuffie,  of  South  Carolina,  pre- 
sented the  memorial  of  the  bank  to 
the  House  of  Representatives,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways 
Voft.  IlL-40 


and  means.  On  the  10th  of  February, 
this  committee  reported  in  favor  of  a 
renewal  of  the  charter;  the  minority, 
however,  pre^sented  a  counter  report. 
A  motion  waa  then  made  for  a  coomilt- 
tee  of  int^uiry  into  the  affiurs  of  ih» 
bank.  The  majority  of  this  eonunittee 
was  hostile  to  the  bank,  and  so,  having 
entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
whole  afiairs  of  the  institation,  a  report 
was  presented,  recommending  the  post- 
ponement of  the  consideration  of  the 
renewal  of  the  charter,  till  the  public 
debt  was  paid,  and  the  revenue  adjust- 
ed to  the  expenditure  of  the  govern- 
ment. Ihe  minority  also  reported 
(John  Qiiin<7  Adams  sending  in  a  re- 
port in  his  own  name  alone^)  in  vindi- 
cation of  the  management  of  the  bank, 
and  recommended  the  renewal  of  the 
charter. 

The  conflict  was  now  removed  to  the 
Senate,  where,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  various  amendments  to  the  l)ill 
before  them  were  proposed  by  the 
fiiends  and  by  the  opponents  of  the 
bank.  'BoA  after  a  hot  debate  of  three 
weeks,  the  bill,  without  many  altera- 
tions,  passed,  on  the  11th  of  June,  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-eight  to  twenty.*  The 
bill  was  sent  to  the  House,  and  taken 
up  there  on  the  30th  of  Juno.  Mr. 
M'Duiiie  proposed  uu  amendment,  to 
the  effect  that  the  provision  lim- 
iting the  nnmber  of  branehes 
in  the  several  states,  should  not  inter> 


•  Ife  BflBln'B  itiilamnii  Mid  laBHfa  «B  fhii  iob- 

ject  aro  well  worthy  the  reader's  cxamiiwtioo.  !!• 
was  ooe  of  the  most  actire,  energetic,  and  uiH)ocapro- 

heea  in  pubUe  life.  See  his  "  ntVfy  Tmf  Tim,** 
TOL  i,  pp.  15S-9,  187-206,  220-266. 
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ftfe  with  ezisting  branchcB;  and  otHers 
piopoeed  other  amendments,  and  a  short 

but  sharp  content  ensued,  ending  in  the 
adoption  of  M'Duffie'a  amendment,  with 
which  the  Senate  also  concurred,  and 
the  rejection  of  all  the  others ;  and  the 
bill  iiualiy  passed  by  a  majority  of  a 
hmidmd  fovea  i^aanit  eighty-five. 
Hus  was  on  the  8d  of  July;  for  the 
aeadoa  had  been  vnnBiuJly  piotTflet- 
ed;  but  Congress  arranged  its  adjourn- 
ment 80  as  to  leave  ten  clear  days  after 
the  "bill  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
president,  lest  it  should  bo  retained 
till  the  next  session,  as  other  biild  had 
been. 

Andrew  Jackson  was  not  unready  to 
meet  the  qneatidn.  The  blU  vas  pre- 
Bwted  to  him  on  the  4th  <tf  J11I7,  and 
i  on  the  10th  he  returned  it  with  his  veto, 
1 1  a  -  document  of  groat  length,  in  which 
I  the  question  is  argued  in  full.  The 
!  last  paragraph  ia  all  that  we  have  room 
j  to  quote. 

"  I  have  now  done  my  duty  to  my 
I  country.   If  sustained  by  my  fellow- 
1 1  citizens^  I  shall  be  gratefnl  and  happy ; 
I  if  not,  I  ehall  find  in  the  motives  which 
I  impel  me^  ample  gronnds  for  eontent- 
ment  and  peace.   In  the  difficcdties 
'   which  surromid.  ns,  and  the  dangers 
I   which  threaten  our  institutions,  there  is 
1   cause  for  neither  dismay  nor  alarm, 
j    For  relief  and  deliverance  let  us  firmly 
j  j   rely  on  that  kind  Providence  which,  I 
!    am  sure,  watches  with  peeidiar  care 
over  the  deatimea  of  our  republic,  and 
on  the  intelligence  and  wisdom  of  oor 
conntrymen.  Tlirough  ITis'  abundant 
I  i   goodness,  and  their  patriotic  devotion, 
our  liberty  and  union  will  be  pre- 
served.^ 


Mr.  Webster  and  Mr.  €3ay  addreved 

the  Senate  earnestly  on  this  subject, 
when  the  bill  was  returned  with  the 
veto  of  the  president ;  and  the  question 
of  renewing  the  charter  of  the  bank 
was  again  discussed ;  but  the  bill  not 
receiving  a  two-thirds  vote,  it  was  of 
conise  Tweeted. 

The  public  lands  oceu|ned  considerar 
ble  attention  in  C!oi^;reBs;  bnt^  owing 
to  the  latenen  of  the  time  when  they 
were  under  diacnssion,  nothing  of  mo- 
ment was  accomplished.  Internal  im- 
provements were  warmly  nTitated,  and 
several  large  appropriations  were  made 
and  sanctioned  by  the  president,  having 
this  object  in  view.  The  harbor  bill, 
however,  was  kept  ba^  by  the 
president,  and  was  thus  pre- 
vented firom  becoming  a  law.  The 
tariff  also  came  under  the  attention  of 
Congress,  being  distinctly  recommended 
by  the  president,  and  the  progress  of 
the  anti-tariff  feeling  in  the  south  re- 
quiring it.  The  subject  was  t^iken  up 
by  the  two  committees  of  the  House  on 
ways  and  means,  and  on  manu&ctores ; 
and  reports  and  bills  were  pr^ented  by 
both.  That  from  the  fintt  committee, 
of  which  MDuffie  was  chairman,  (al- 
though it  originated  with  the  secretary 
of  the  trensnry.  and  so  vraa  a  govern- 
ment measure,)  was  negatived,  on  the 
Ist  of  June ;  that  of  the  other,  of  which 
John  Quiucy  Adams  was  chairman  and 
reporter,  after  smne  diseusmon,  and  a 
few  amendments,  was  earned  by  a  vote 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  to  azty« 
five,  some  of  the  opponents  of  protec* 
tion  even  votiog  fiw  it  The  principle 
of  protection  was  maintained  by  thig 
bill,  bat  the  duties  on  jnany  protected 


Digitized  by  Google 


Ch.  a] 

artlclps  of  domestic  maDufactures  were 
considerably  reduced,  and  it  was  re- 
ceived a  concession  to  tlie  free-trade 
party,  and  with  tlie  hope  (a  most  de- 
luaye  one,  as  it  proved,)  tluit  it  would 


887 

allay  the  ezistiiig  eoccitiement  in  Soafeh 

Carolina. 

Tlii^  iiuusually  long  session  of  Con- 
gress was  closed  on  .the  14th  of  July, 
1882. 


BAYAGIS  OF  THE  CHOLERA 


CHAPTEE  II. 
18fS-18l7. 

JTAOKBOK^S  ADlflVISTBAXlOir:  OOVOLVDXD. 


Tli«  eholera  and  iu  ravnges —  Indian  wnr  in  the  north-wc6t  —  Black  Hawk  —  Movementa  in  Soulli  Carolina  aguinst 
the  tariff  law  —  CoogreM  in  session  —  Abttract  of  the  prc&tdeat'*  menage — Action  in  CoDgreas  on  the  tariff 
.  qocetioD — The  enfotdag  bill— C»Uwn'>  ipeeoh — CUytoa's  wolution — Heary  Oaj'a  "oampramiM  tuiff* 
Un — The  land  bill — QtwctioB  on  th«  depoilts  of  the  pvbllo  noouey — JaeltMnli  eeeoad  Inttigdntioii — Hk  north- 
cru  tour  —  The  president  dclemiines  to  remove  the  deposit* — Duane  refuses  to  gire  the  necessary  order  —  Ta- 
Myappolated  aecrctaiy  of  the  treuary — Depoata  remoTed — Excitement  in  the  oommiuiity— Congreee  iu 
mrioa— Ite  pweeeange— Beeaiattoii  eondemrfBy  tJie  pwJd—tfcr  wnarlBg  flw  jhpoOi— Jmiaiort  pwtoit— 
Stormy  debate— Commcfclal  distn^fw  nn  J  j:nl>arra»&mcnts  —  Action  of  tho  Houae  oa  re-charteiisg  the  bant,  etc 
—  Debate  ia  the  Senate  —  Tancy'a  oummaiioa  rejected  —  The  "  whig"  oppodtioa — Congren  in  eetaioQ  —  Hul 
mneh  nmm^Ubai —  Cl^ma  on  Ihuiee — Jaclnon  determine*  to  bfttrt  •  KttlemeDt — The  reealt — Other  claims 
on  European  powers  setUed  — Texas  and  it«  affairs  —  Democratio  eoDTention  at  Baltimore  —  Van  Bnren  noml* 
KAtc-d  —  The  twenty-fourth  Congress — The  message— Prooeodings  of  Coogrees  in  regard  to  the  deposits  in  the 
state  banks— Distribntion  of  the  snrplns  revenue  —  Effect  of  this  oonrse— Spectilation,  gambling,  iraod,  ete.— 
SUtcij  diieniriai— Um  "ipesio  dmlM"— £Sm(  npoa  tlM  aoaatiy— Ym  Bona  eleeted  pre&dent— JchDim 
liy  i1m  Sttate'JiMhMrt  kit  m«aig*  to  OoqgiM^n*  *'«xpunging  rwalwHioirf'— 


DuKiXG  the  summer  of  1832,  the 
<^hole  country  wa.s  greatly  alarmed  and 
excited  by  the  appearance  of  that  ter- 
rible scourge,  as  it  proved,  the  Asiatic 
cholera.  Abcmt  the  cloee  of  June,  it 
began  its  ntvages;  and  partly  in  oon- 
eeqaenee  of  tenor  and  fii^t,  and  partly 
from  ignorance  of  the  nature  and  mode 
of  the  treatment  of  the  disease,  it  was 
extensivelv  fatal  in  its  effect.  Over 
three  thousand  died  in  New  York  city, 
between  the  4th  of  July  and  the 
1st  of  October.  In  Philadel- 
phia, nearly  a  tiioiiaand  died ;  in  Balti- 


more, about  six  hundred ;  in  "Washing- 
ton, nearly  two  hundred;  and  other 
towns  and  cities  suffered  in  about  tlio 
same  proportion.  But  in  New  Orleans 
the  eholera  ptoyed  very  malignant ;  for 
between  tiie  38th  of  Oofcober  and  the 
nth  of  November,  sixteen  hnndied  and 
sixty-eight  deat]»  occurred.  Tlie  na- 
ture and  peculiarities  of  this  fefoful 
visitation  excited  univeraal  attention, 
and  gave  rise  to  various  contributions 
to  medical  literature,  by  eminent  mem- 
bers of  the  faculty.  Among  these,  Dr. 
Franois*a  letter  u  eapecially  worthy  of 
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:  note;  a  brief  quotatioa  will  uot  be  out 
I    of  place  ill  the  present  connection. 

>VlietHer  die  mateiies  morbi  of  chol- 
I    era  ebums  a  nderial  or  telliiric  ori^n, 
j     the  atmosphere  is  the  medium  through 
j  j   which  it  operate     It  prevaik  in  all 
;  j    climate?,  and  at  all  seasons ;  it  e?nsts  in 
jj   every  variety  of  soils;  on  mountnin^ 
I     and  in  valleys,  in  marehes  and  on  ri  k  , 
in  dryness,  and  in  humidity.  Unlike 
inflnenza,  and  some  other  specific  dis- 
eases, its  ravflges  are  independent  of 
winds  and  oorrents;  neither  the  analysis 
of  the  gases  of  the  atmo^here,  nor  bar- 
ometrical or  thermometoical  investigar 
j !   tion,  solve  the  difficulty  of  its  birth, 
I  j   and  we  arc  baffled  in  reviewing  its  pro- 
; :   greas,  to  ascertain  the  peculiar  influence 

i  I  of  IcKialities  in  producing  it  

:  i  When  this  formidable  disease  shall 
;  I  have  disappeared  from  among  us,  and 
its  histoiy  be  recorded  by  the  &ithM 
htstorian,  the  skill  and  hnmane  exer- 
i  tions  of  the  medical  profession,  the 
\  munificence  of  the  affluent,  and  the  dis- 
!    interested  benevolence  of  all  classes, 

will  not  be  forgotten."* 
!       In  the  north-west  frash  troul)les  l)rolve 
i    out  in  the  spring  of  the  prc^^cnt  year. 
I  -  The  Sace  and  Foxes,  who,  by  treaty  had 
agreed  to  remove,  showed  mndi  reluc- 
tance in  doing  so,  and  the  governor  cf 
i    lUinois  was  disposed  to  hasten  their  de- 
parture.  He  accordingly  ordered  the 
I )  militia  to  me  compulsion  in  carrying  out 

I  j  tlic  meapiire.    Black  Hawk  was  leader 

I I  of  the  Indians  at  the  time,  and  he  at 


t  ;  *  "  Letter  on  th«  Cholera  Atphyxia,  now  prevailing 
in  tfaa  citj  of  New  York;  addreeeod  to  Dr.  Read,  of 
Btcmwih!*  ByJdmW.  FtMieii,](,I]l.  NcnrTiirk, 
isas.  P^SS. 


[Be.  m 

once  resorted  to  the  only  practicable 
means  of  revenge— predatory  and  hoe* 
tile  ravages  in  tiie  firantieraettleittents; 
whilst  he  prepared  for  a  more  fbrnnda^ 

ble  retaliation.  In  March,  1832,  he  as- 
sembled his  own  tribes,  the  Sacs  and 
Foxes,  with  Winnebagoes,  to  the  num- 
ber of  about  a  thousand  in  all,  and 
crossed  the  INIisslssippi  into  Illinois. 
All  was  dismay;  the  settlere  nearest 
the  point  of  invasion  fled,  and  a  brigade 
of  militaa,  ordered  ont  for  flieir  protec- 
tion, by  no  means  appeased  the  alarm. 
By  June,  however,  the  United  States 
troops  there,  together  with  about  three 
thousand  mounted  volunteers,  took  the 
field,  and  Black  Hawk  withdrew  his 
warriors  into  the  swamps,  which  were 
their  fortresses,  and  trenches,  and  am* 
bnacades,  at  the  same  time;  and  be  ez* 
tended  bis  mnrderona  inenndons  over 
tbe  whole  of  the  most  advanced  north- 
western  settlements. 

General  Scott  was  thereupon  ordered 
to  lead  eleven  companiot?  of  infantry 
and  nine  companies  of  artillery  against 
the  savages;  and  with  the  utmost 
promptitude,  undeterred  by  distance, 
and  althongh  his  force  snflbred  severely 
from  cholera,  he  marched  to  Chicago. 
The  same  spirit  actuated  the  army  al- 
ready in  the  field ;  for,  finding  that  they 
could  not  be  reinforced  by  Scott's  troops, 
they  penetrated  into  the  lurking-places 
of  the  Indians,  on  the  21st  of 
July,  inflicted  a  decisive  defeat 
on  them  on  the  banks  of  the  Wiscou^in,  j 
followed  them  up,  and  once  more,  and  j 
yet  more  disastrously,  routed  Hiem,  near 
the  month  of  the  Iowa,  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Mississippi,  on  the  2d  of  Angxtst;  ; 
and  Black  Hawk  and  bis  small  band  j 
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of  survivoi-s  having  surrendered,  on  the 
15tli  iiud  21st  of  September,  treaties 
were  concluded  with  the  WiuneTjiigoes, 
and  the  Sacs  and  Fox^,  by  which  they 
agreed  to  the  cession  of  the  remaiuder 
of  their  territory,  and  the  federal  gov- 
ernment to  pay  $10,000  annually,  for 
twenty-seveiL  jean  to  tlie  Winnebagoea, 
and  $20,000  fop  thirty  yeai-s,  to  the 
Sacs  and  FozieB^  and  to  provide  ihem 
with  the  means  of  improvement  and 
civilization.  And  thus  was  peace  re- 
stored again  in  the  north-west. 

Directly  after  the  passage  of  the  tar^ 
ill  act,  mentioned  on  a  previous  page, 
(p.  a86,)  the  repnaflntatives  of  Sontli 
Oaiolina  addressed  tiieir  constitioentB 
on  the  snbject^  and  nidged  npon  ihem 
to  aoakain  the  sovereign  rights  of  that 
state,  which,  they  said,  were  invaded 
by  the  recent  action  of  Congress. 
Meetings  were  accordingly  held  in 
South  Carolina,  and  much  excitement 
was  manifejjted  against  the  general  gov- 
ernment. The  legislature  was  eon- 
▼eoed  by  Goyemor  HamQton,  ait  Colom- 
bia, on  the  22d  of  October,  saaA  the 
tariff  (Question  was  warmly  discussed. 
The  result  was,  the  calling  of  a  state 
convention,  which  met  on  the  19th  of 
November,  at  the  same  place.  This 
convention  proceeded  to  the  length  of 
recommending  nullification,  iu  the  com- 
pletest  sense  of  the  term.  The  legbla- 
ture,  which  met  on  the  37th,  passed  or- 
dinances to  carry  into  eflfect  the  recom- 
mendations of  the  state  coniwntioD,  and 
South  Carolina  became  thus  arrayed  in 
opposition  to  the  lawa  of  the  United 
States,  refusitiff  to  allow  the  revenue 
I  to  be  collected,  and  determining  to  re- 
aiat  by  force  every  attempt  to  compel 
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  i 

obedience.  Thisi  ci  coarse,  brought  | 

the  question  to  an  issne,  and  it  remained  | 
to  be  seen,  whether  the  executive  would   \  | 
take  care  to  have  the  laws  of  the  Unit-  j 
ed  States  enforced^  and  whether  South 
Carolina  would  be  reduced  to  her  prop- 
er place  as  one  of  the  membeis  of  the 
Union. 

The  twentjHsecond  Congress  com- 
menced its  second  session  on  the  4th  of  j 
December,  IS 32.    Hugh  L, White, Sen-  I 
ator  from  Tennessee,  was  elected  pres- 
ident jyro  teynpore j  on  the  28th,  Mr.  ' 
CiUhouu  resigned  bis  post  as 
vice-president  of  the  United 
Stately  and  was  immediately  elected  a 
Senator  fi*om  Soutibi  Carolina^  in  pUce 
of  Mr.  Hayne,  who  had  been  diosen 
governor  ci,  the  etete. 

In  the  message  of  the  president^ 
among  other  things,  he  prcR^^d  upon 
Congress  the  necessity  f. revising  the 
tariff;  both  for  the  purpose  of  adapting 
the  revenue  to  the  expenditure,  and  to 
limit  the  protection  afibrded  by  the  im- 
posts to  tiie  counteraction  <^  the  pro- 
tective laws  of  other  nations^  and  the 
securing  <^  ''a  supply  of  those  articles 
of  manufacture  essential  to  the  national 
independence  and  safety  in  time  of 
war."  lie  insisted,  that  perpetual  pro- 
tection, secured  by  a  tariff  of  high 
duties  imposed  for  that  object  specially,  • 
had  entered  into  the  minds  of  but  few 
American  stetesmen.  The  most  they 
have  antidpated  is  a  temporary  and 
generally  incidental  protection,  whidh 
they  maintain  has  the  efifeet  to  reduce 
the  price,  by  domestic  competition,  be-  ■ 
low  that  of  tlin  foreign  article.  Expe- 
rience, however,  our  best  guide  on  this 
1  as  on  other  subjects,  makes  it  doubtful 


JACKSON  AND  NULLIilCATiON. 


» 


Digitizea  by  Google 


800 


JACXSOira  AD10inSTRA110N:€0NCLUDED. 


[Bk.  VIL 


whether  the  advantac^ps  of  this  sTstein 
are  not  cottnterbalanced  by  many  evils, 
and  whether  it  does  not  tend  to  beget, 
in  the  miuds  of  a  large  portioii  of  our 
coontiyinen,  a  spirit  of  discontent  and 
jealoQsy  dangexous  'to  the  stability  of 
Uie  ITmon." 

While  speaking  of  tlie  tariff  "  nulli- 
ficatioQ*"  came  under  the  president's 
I  notice;  and  he  quietly  but  resolutely 
';  intimated  his  belief  "that  the  laws 
I   themselves  •were  folly  adequate  to  the 
!   suppression  of  such  attempts  as  might 
immediately  be  made"  to  carry  out  the 
r  viewB  of  those  who  fiirored  absolute 
t  state  sov^areigDty.  *'ShonId  the  eid- 
t  gency  arise,"  he  oontinned,  *^TeDAmng 
'  the  execution  of  the  existing  laws  im- 
j  practicable  from  any  cause  whatever, 
prompt  notice  of  it  will  be  given  to 
'  Congress,  with  the  suggestion  of  such 
views  and  measures  as  may  be  deemed 
necessary  to  meet  it." 
In  regard  to  tiie  United  States  Bank, 
:  JadESon  showed  himself  equally  un- 
I  eOTipromising.  He  now  recommended 
that  "  provision  should  be  mnd(;  to  dis- 
I  pose  of  all  stocks  then  held  (by  the 
[  general  government,)  in  corporations, 
'   whether  created  by  the  general  or 
:   state  goverunicuts,  and  to  place  the 
proceeds  in  the  treasury."    He  also 
brought  against  the  bank  the  definitive 
charge  of  effecting  ''an  anangement 
I  ^^^^    with  a  portion  of  the  holders 
of  the  three  per  cent  stock by 
which,  said  he,  "  a  surrender  of  the  cei^ 
'   lificates  of  thb  stock  may  be  postponed 
until  October,  1833;  and  thus  the  lia- 
I  '   bilitv  of  the  government,  after  its  abil- 
'     ity  to  discharge  the  debts,  may  be  con- 
j     tinned  by  the  failure  of  the  bank  to 


perform  its  duties."  And  then  it  was 
recommended,  that  Congrr^?  should 
seriously  investigate  this  question, — 
"  whether  the  public  deposits  in  that 
inslitutitm  may  be  regarded  as  entirely 
safe."  The  president  also  recommend- 
ed a  reduction  of  the  price  of  the  pub- 
lic landsy  so  as  to  prevent  their  becom- 
ing a  source  of  revenue,  and  an  amend* 
raent  of  the  Constitution,  so  as  to  limit 
and  define  the  power  of  the  general 
government  over  internal  improvement. 
The  policy  of  the  government  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Indians  was  applauded ;  and 
an  extensltm  of  the  judidary  system  to 
the  new  westom  states  was  agaia  reo- 
ommraded. 

South  Carolina  having  proceeded  to 
the  lengths  mentioned  above.  General 
Jackson  manifested  his  usual  decision 
in  meeting  the  emergency.  He  gave 
ordere  to  the  military  force  at  liis  dis- 
posal, to  be  ready  to  sustaiu  and  pro- 
tect die  federal  officers  at  Omdeston ; 
and  on  the  10th  of  December,  a  long 
and  eneigetic  procUmatiim  was  issned, 
denonndng  the  moTements  of  the  nul- 
lifiers  as  palpable  treason,  and  calling 
upon  the  South  Carolinians  to  return 
to  their  loyalty  to  tlie  Union. 

The  House  of  llej)rei«cntativci>,  at  an 
early  day,  applied  itself  to  the  subject 
of  the  t&nS,  referring  to  committee 
of  ways  and  means  the  consideration 
of  the  presideiLtVi  snggjjeskion  conceming 
it.  In  the  Senate  a  resolution  was  car 
riedf  calling  upon  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  %vho  had  in  his  annual  report  | 
urged  the  reduction  of  duties  to  the  i 
revenue  standard,  for  a  draught  of  a 
biU  embodying  his  views,  or  rather 
those  of  the  administration.    On  the 
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CALHOUN'S  RESOLUTIONS. 


27tii  of  December,  the  committee  of 

wnys  ftnd  means  repoiied,  by  Mr.  Yer- 
plimck-,  nf  Kcw  York;  aud  a  bill  pro- 
posing a  diminution  of  tbe  duties  on  all 
protected  articles,  but  leaving  from  iif- 
teen  to  twenty  per  cent,  for  protective 
purposes,  and  to  taiko  clfoct  immediaie- 
I7,  with  a  fbrtlker  Tedoetiini  to  follow, 
was  ]aid  before  the  Home;  and  this 
seems  to  have  been  in  effect  the  lepij 
to  til  e  resolution  of  the  Senate. 

At  tlie  commencement  of  the  new 
year,  1833,  tlie  discussion  of  this  scheme 
was  entered  u]/oa ;  but  it  had  gone  on 
only  a  week,  when  the  president,  on 
January,  the  16th,  hy  a  nueasage,  com- 
jnimica^  mfbraialioiL  xeapeeting  the 
ordmaaoa  and  noUiffriiig  kwi  of  Sonih 
Carolinai  and  Ub  own  proclamation 
thereupon,  aooompanied  by  his  views  of 
what  Congress  should  do ;  and  on  the 
2l8t  of  the  month,  a  bill  to  enforce  the 
collection  of  the  revenue  accord- 
ing to  the  law  was  reported  by 
tibe  judiciary  committee  of  the  Senate. 
Thus  there  were  two  bills  of  primary 
importajice  on  tbe  same  snbjeefc,  but 
looking  in  precisely  opposite  directions, 
under  discuaston  in  the  HouBea  of  Con- 
gress at  tlie  same  time, — ^this  enforcing 
or  force  bill  iii  the  Senate,  to  compel 
South  Carolina  to  submit  to  the  taritf 
of  1828,  and  the  new  tariU'  bill  in  the 
House  of  Representatives,  to  abolish 
ihat  very  tariff  which  the  «iforcing  bill 
waa  to  uphold. 

The  enforcing  bill,  which  had,  with 
g^eat  judgment,  been  drawn  in  a  gen- 
eral form,  so  as  not  to  wear  an  invidi- 
ously hostile  aspect  towards  the  nulli- 
fyiug  state,  made  slow  progress  in  the 
Senate.  But  the  tariff  bill  in  the  House 


seemed  like  to  perish  in  a  perfect  flood 
of  amendments  and  debates.  The  ex 
citement  in  the  country  was  mtense,  for 
the  state  legLslaturea  were  almost  all  in 
session,  and  each  felt  bound  to  deliver 
itself  upon  the  question  of  the  day 
New  Inland  called  to  mind  the  Hart* 
find  Gonvenlion,  and  what  was  said 
then ;  whilst  the  south  waa  anziona  to 
see  tiie  tariff  lowered  to  the  rerenae 
scale,  anxious  to  see  the  supremacy  of 
state  sovereignty  demoTLstrated,  yet 
anxious  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
Union ;  for,  however  much  talk  may 
have  been  indulged  in  on  this  subject, 
neitiier  at  the  aooth  nor  aoywhere  ebe 
has  there  ever  been  wanting  a  oonvio- 
tton,  that  the  diasolntion  of  l2ie  Union 
would  prove  fatal  to  the  state  which 
should  bring  about  such  a  result 

Mr.  Calhoun,  for  the  purpose  (as  he 
observed)  of  testing  the  principles  of 
the  "force''  bill,  proposed  a  series  of 
resolutions  to  the  Senate,  which  were 
no  more  than  ezpaodons  of  the  old 
view  of  the  statoHKyvereiguty  principle, 
and  yet  they  involved  the  whole  ptm* 
ciple  of  "  nullification."  Starting  from 
the  definition  of  the  Constitution,  as  a 
"  compact"  uniting  "  the  peoj)le  of  the 
several  states ;"  and  of  the  Union,  as  "  a 
union  betwv<  n  the  states''  which  ratified 
"the  conistitutioual  compact;"  he  pro- 
ceeded to  the  assertions,  that  whilst 
'^certain  definite  powers"  were  dele> 
gated  to  thegenanlgovemment,  *<tobe 
ezeented  jointly,"  each  state  reserved  to 
itself  "  the  residuary  mass  of  powers  to 
be  exercised  by  its  own  separate  gov- 
ernment;" nnd  that  in  the  assumption 
by  the  general  government  of  powers 
not  delegated  to  it,  its  acts  are  "  unan 
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thoiized,  void,  and  of  no  effect,**  eacli 
state  haN-jig  "  an  equal  right  to  judge 
for  itsolf,  as  well  of  the  infraction  as  of 
the  mode  and  measure  of  redress,"  all 
being  "so vereicrn  parties,  with- 
out any  common,  judge."  Last- 
ly, he  distinctly  denied  the  <^posite  al- 
legations,  that  the  Unkm  was  based  on 
a  social  oompaet  of  tiie  people,  ''taken 
collectively,  as  individuals,"  and  "  that 
they  have  not  the  right  of  judging,  in 
the  last  resort,  as  to  the  extent  of  pow- 
ers reserved,  and,  of  consequence,  of 
those  delegated because  the  tend- 
ency of  those  opinions  waa  to  "  subvert 
the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  to  dc- 
Btroyihe  federal  character  of  the  Union, 
and  to  rear  col  its  nmiB  a  oonaolidat- 
ed  goyenunent,  wtihont  ecHoatltotioiial 
cheek  or  limitation,  and  which  most 
necessarily  terminate  in  the  loaa  of  lib- 
erty itself." 

l^fr.  Grundy,  on  behalf  of  the  admin- 
istration, offered  a  scries  of  counter  res- 
olutions, asserting  the  power  of  the 
United  States  to  lay  duties  on  imports, 
and  denying  that  any  state  has  the 
right  to  attempt  to  obstraot  the  exeea- 
tion  of  any  acts  of  Congr^  Mr.  day- 
ton,  one  of  the  opposition  Senators,  de- 
claring that  these  resolutions  "tacitly 
yielded  the  whole  doctrine  of  nullifica- 
tion submitted  au  additional  resolu- 
tion, setting  forth  the  real  reply  to 
Calhoun's  statement  It  was  to  this 
effect,— That  the  people  of  these 
United  States  aie^  for  the  purposes  enn- 
merated  in  their  Con^tation,  one  peo- 
ple and  a  single  nation;"  "that  while 
the  Constitution  does  pro^ade  for  the 
interest  and  safety  of  all  the  states,  it 
does  not  secure     the  rights  of  inde* 
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pendent  sovereignty  to  any ;"  "  that  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
is  the  proper  and  only  tribunid  in  the 
last  resort  for  the  decision  of  all  cases 
in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  the 
Constitution,  the  laws  of  the  United 
States,  and  treaties  made  under  their 
anthority  and  fbrther,  that  the  Senate 

wonld  not  fiul  in  the  fidthfid  disehaige 
of  its  most  solemn  dnfy  to  support  the 
executiTe  in  the  just  administration  of 
the  government,  and  clothe  it  with  all 
constitutional  power  necessary  to  the 
faithful  execution  of  the  laws  and  the 
preservation  of  the  Union." 

ilattei-s  wei-e  making  but  slow  pro- 
gress, notwithstandmg  the  seasicm  was 
drawing  to  its  ckee.  Sonth  Carolina 
hesitated  to  proceed  to  actoal  resist- 
ance, and  the  government  wast  reluctant 
to  press  its  determinrifi  on  further  than 
could  be  helped.  At  this  point  !Mr. 
Clay  again  stood  forward  as  the  sup. 
porter  of  some  measure  of  compromise, 
which  bhuuid  enable  both  parties  to 
agree  npon  steps  irhereby  a  collision 
might  be  prevented,  and  conflicting 
clainia  and  theories  be  aUowed  to  rest. 
On  the  11th  of  February,  Mr.  Clay 
rose  and  gave  notice,  that  he  should 
ask  leave  of  the  Senate  to  introduce  a 
bill  to  modify  the  acta  impos- 
ing duties  on  imports.  Next 
day  he  did  ask  leave,  and  after  a  brief 
discussion  obtained  it;    This  was  the 

Compromise  Tariff"  bill;  it  provided 
that,  at  the  aid  of  the  year  tiien  cu> 
rent,  all  ad  valorem  duties  of  more  than 
twenty  per  cent  should  be  reduced  one- 
tenth,  and  at  the  end  of  each  alternate 
yefir  afterwards  till  1830,  an  equal  re- 
duction; and  that  at  the  end  of  1841, 
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and  luilf  a  year  after  Huk  term,  the 
residue  of  the  eseen  ahonld  be  taken 

joS  in  two  eqnal  portions,  leaving  a 
masimTim  of  twenty  ])er  cent.  It  also 
provided  for  tlie  abolition  of  credit  for 
dutiea,  and  the  a^tteseraent  of  the  value 
of  imports  at  the  porta  of  entry,  or 
home  valuation,  flftte  the  SOIfa  of  June, 
184S.  Thus  he  thought^  that  the  pro- 
teetive  tariff  would  be  praeerved  for 
a  Boffident  length  of  time,  whilst  the 
country  would  be  tranqinUiMd  and  good 
feeling  restored.* 

After  a  full  discussion,  in  the  course 
of  which  ^Lr.  Calhoun  expressed  his  a}> 
probation  of  the  measure,  it  reached  a 
third  reading ;  and  then  it  was  stated 
by  Mr.  Clay,  that  a  Iffl  of  precasely  the 
aame  character  had  passed  the  Hoose^ 
and  would  moat  probably  be  presented 
at  once,  for  the  approval  of  the  Senate. 
In  effect,  the  administiation  measure 
was  shelved,  Robert  P.  Letcher,  of  Ken- 
tuck}-,  moving  its  recommittal,  with  in- 
structions to  the  committee  to  report 
Mr.  Clay'B  bill  in  its  place ;  which  was 
done,  and  it  was  accepted  by  a  major- 
ity of  a  hnndred  ai^  nineteen  against 
dghty-fiye.  Hus  was  on  the  26th  of 
February;  <Hn  the  next  day  it  was  sent 
to  the  Senate,  passed  that  body  on  the 
Ist  of  March,  twenty-nine  voting  for  it, 
and  sixteen  against ;  and  on  the  follow- 
ing day  (which  thw  year  was  the  last  in 
the  scsiiion,)  received  the  approval  of 
the  president. 

'jjie  enforcing  bill  passed  the  Senate 
on  the  SOth  of  Febmaiy;  thirly-two 


*  For  Senator  Beiitoo*t  *«Biml  Uilmy  of  ttw  com. 
promiBe  of  1888,"  mUi  ^TMrtg  7mi  FSmi^" 
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voting  for  it^  and  only  one,  John.  Tyler, 

afterwards  president,  in  opposition  to 
it.  On  the  28th,  it  passed  the  IIou°e, 
by  a  majority  of  a  hundred  and  fiity 
against  thirty-five ;  and  received  the 
president's  approval  at  the  same  time 
as  the  tai-ilf  bUL* 

Kft  dose  connection  with  the  ccnnpro- 
mise  tariff  wasMr.  Glay^land  bill,  which 
was  re-btrodnced  by^  hhn  early  in  De- 
cember. BiBcnased  at  intervals  during 
the  three  months  of  the  sesdon,  but 
with  no  accession  of  light  respecting 
any  of  it-s  obscure  points,  it  passed  the 
Senate  near  the  end  of  Januaiy, 
by  a  majority  of  four.  The 
House  took  it  np  only  on  the  1st  of 
March,  but  passed  it  then  by  ninety- 
six  against  fbr^,  with  some  trifling  a- 
mendment^  which,  the  Senate  agreed  to 
by  a  vote  of  twenty-Aree  against  five, 
ai)d  it  was  sent  to  the  president.  The 
lateness  of  the  day  on  which  it  was  sent 
gave  the  executive  good  opportunity 
to  decline  to  return  it,  which  was  the 
couree  he  pui^ued,  and  the  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly defeated. 

The  presidenti  as  we  have  noted, 
threw  out  donbts  in  his  message^  ro> 
specting  the  sa&ly  of  the  deposits  <^ 
public  money  which  were  in  the  keep- 
ing of  the  United  States  Bank,  and  rec- 
ommended to  sell  the  stock  in  the 
hands  of  the  government.  The  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means  reported 
through  Mr.  James  K.  Polk,  the  desira- 
bleness of  the  latter  step ;  but  the  mess* 

*  Mr.  Webster's  position  on  th«  subject  «r  (he  tariff 
and  the  fedenl  revenue^  aooording  to  Mr.  Benton,  ao- 
oorded  Tery  SMirij  with  Hw  atandud  raoomnended 
by  General  Jaekaon  in  Us  nMMfl»«l  opcniqg  cf 
tboi 
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I   are  was  immediately  rejected,  though  by 
a  small  majority,  a  hundred  and  two 

against  ninety-one.  The  same  commit- 
tee soon  afterwards,  by  Mr.  Verplrmck, 
presented  a  re^jolution  to  the  House,  to 
the  effect  that  the  public  deposits  were 
quite  safe  whilst  in  the  bank,  and  it  was 
adopted  by  the  lai^  vote  of  a  hundred 
and  nine  to  fcaty4ax.  An  agent^  ap- 
pointed by  the  secretaiy  of  the  treas- 
ury', had  previously  reported,  that  the 
bank  had  an  excess  of  funds  of  more 
than  $7,000,000  over  its  liabilities,  be- 
sides its  capital  of  $35,000,600. 

The  twenty-second  Congress  expired 
on  the  2d  of  March,  (the  iid  being 
Sunday,)  and  at  ihe  same  time,  GJene- 
ral  JadsBon's  fiist  term  of  service  reaeli- 
ed  its  dose.  He  bad  been  re-elected 
by  a  laige  vote,  in  tbe  preceding  au- 
tumn, and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  had  also, 
by  the  same  vote,  been  elevated  to  the 
vice-president's  chair.  Jackson  receiv- 
ed two  hundred  aud  nineteen  votes,  and 
Van  liurcu  one  hundred  andeighty-nine. 
Heniy  Clay  and  John  Sei|[eant  reeeived 
only  forty-nine  votes  eaeb ;  which  dear- 
ly demonstrated  the  strength  of  the  de- 
mocracy, in  their  support  of  the  views 
and  measures  of  Andrew  Jackson.* 

On  Monday,  the  4th  of  March,  the 
ceremonies  connected  Avith  the  inan^u- 
ration  of  the  president,  were  again  gone 
through  with,  and  Andrew  Jackson  de- 
livered his  second  Inaugural, 
and  a  second  time  took  the 
oaih  of  office.    Political  ezdtementa 


*  Id  the  ktter  put  of  Jma,  1830,  John  Bwdoliih 
sdkd  ftr  Iftiropi^  u  ndnlrtar  to  RoadL  IhtlMin* 

tumn  of  1831,  he  returned  to  the  United  Statos;  and 
diedin  FUkdelphi^  on  the  24th  of  Judc^  im 


VII, 

seemed  to  have  quieted  down,  in  great 
measure,  and  the  president,  deeming  it 
a  favorable  opportunity,  determined  to 
make  a  tour  through  the  middle  and 
eastern  states  during  the  summer.  He  i 
was  every  where  received  as  the  chief 
magistrate  of  the  Union,  and  was  greats 
ly  gratified  by  the  evident  mtxla  of 
a£feetionate  confidence  manifested  by 
so  many  thousands  toward  bis  person 
and  principles.* 

Notwithstanding  the  decisive  ex- 
pression of  sentiment  on  the  part  of 
CoDgre^,  General  Jackson  did  not  re-  \ 
cede  from  his  determination  on  the  I 
subject  of  removing  the  deposits  fiuiu 
tbe  United  States  Bank.  living- 
ston  having  been  sent  as  minister  to 
France,  Mr.lirDme^  at  tlie  end  of  Ifoy, 
was  appointed  secretary  of  state,  in  his 
place,  and  in  the  treasury,  vacated  by 
him,  William  J.  Duane  was  placed  I 
The  president  probably  expected  that 
this  gentleman  would  proceed,  without 
hesitation,  to  carry  out  the  views  aud  i 
purposes  of  the  executive.   Bat  be 
bad  mistaiken  tbe  mam  Dnane  was 
not  willing  to  act  without  antbority 
from  Congress,  and  only  assented  at 
length  to  the  commissioning  Amos 
Kendall,  to  inquire  into  the  terms  upon 
wiiich  the  state  banks  would  take  the 
money  upon  the.  basis  of  mutual  guaiv 
antee. 

The  president  having  made  up  his 
mind  to  assume  tbe  reqwnEdlnlitT^called 
bis  calnnet  together  on  ibe  18tb  of 

*  In  the  autunm  of  this  s.irae  year,  Vt.  Hir 
went  over  pretty  much  the  same  ground,  tnd  wu  re- 
cdTtdwMt  «wn  grwtir  entbiieUMii  utH  WMfcKf  pc^ 
Bonal  attachmflot,  than  had  b«ea  baetoired  vpon  th» 
prcsadent. 
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September,  and  Inid  "before  it  a  state- 
ment of  his  views  on  the  question  at 
i.ssue.  Not  inucli  inipre^ioa  appears  to 
have  beea  produced  by  the  elaborate 
docament  which  was  then  read 
to  the  gentlemen  psreeent,  and 
Senator  Braton  MbnitOi  that  '*the  mi^or 
part  of  them  duBentedfromhlsdesign."* 
Mr.  Duane  agreed  to  remove  the  de- 
posits, if  Congress  directed  him  to  do 
so;  but  the  president  insisted  upon  his 
right  to  act  witli  'iit  the  interveation 
of  Congress.  Accordingly,  on  the  sec- 
retary's refosal  to  do  as  the  president 
directed,  he  removed  him  from  his  poet, 
and  on  the  28d  of  September,  appoint- 
ed Hoger  B.  Taney,  then  attomey^gen* 
eral,  in  his  room.  The  new  secretary 
had  no  scrnplea  on  the  subject,  and  on 
the  Ist  of  October,  the  deposits  were 
removed,  and  ])ktced  in  certain  selected' 
banks  in  different  parta  of  the  country. 

It  woold  require  moeh  larger  space 
tiian  we  have  at  command,  to  give  any- 
thing of  an  adequate  deaeriptioncf  the 


*  A  daj  or  two  afterwards;,  ttiis  paper  wik  nrinUxd 
B  the  "Globe,"  and  m  well  rcrth  t>.d  ka^ct'b  exam- 
ioAtion.  Oeaeral  Jftcksoo  eoaciiules  in  the  Mowing 
words : — "  The  president  again  repeats,  that  he  beg^ 
his  cabinet  to  consider  the  proposed  measure  as  his 
own,  in  support  of  whid),^  ht  riaU  require  no  one  of 
them  to  make  a  saerifloe  «f  flpinloik  or  principle^  Its 
responsibility  has  been  assuma^  aftw  Hm  WWl  mtOiB 
deliberation  and  reflection,  as  necessary  to  prescrrc 
the  morals  of  the  people,  the  fireedom  of  the  pmu,  and 
the  purity  of  the  elective  ^nchiso ;  without  wfaldl  all 
will  unite  in  saying,  that  the  blood  and  trc&.<;nre  ex- 
pended by  oat  ferefi^ers,  in  the  establishtucot  of  our 
happy  system  of  gOTcmment,  will  have  boon  rain  and 
firuitless.  Under  thaw  OMivictions,  he  feds  that  a 
measure  so  important  to  the  American  people  c&naot 
be  cotniiienood  too  soon ;  and  he  therefore  names  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  as  a  period  proper  for  the 
change  of  the  deposits,  or  sooner,  prorided  the  ncoes- 


commercial  excitement  and  distress 
which  ensued  upon  the  course  adopted 
by  General  Jackson.  At  the  time,  the 
busiuesti  of  the  country  was  uuusuaiiy 
active.  The  capitalists,  and  tlje  mer< 
chants,  and  medianioa,  had  nnlumted 
oonfldeDoe  in  each  other,  and  all  tiie 
moneyed  institutions  in  theconntryhad 
extended  their  loans  to  the  utmost 
bounds  of  their  ability.  At  sncli  a 
juncture,  great  and  rigid  retrpnchment, 
attended  with  want  of  confidence,  was 
necetssarily  productive  of  ominous  con- 
sequences; private  credit  was  deeply 
affected ;  the  binnefli  of  the  country 
was  interropted;  and,  in  short,  a  com- 
plete and  terrible  panic  was  produced, 
which  seemed  to  be  at  its  height  when 
CongrPS!«  met,  bnt  which  was  destined 
to  last,  with  many  fluctuations  in  its 
symptoms  and  violence,  for  some  ten 
years. 

The  first  aeesion  of  the  twenty-third 
Congress  commraoed  on  the  3d  of  !>•• 
cember,  188S.  Mr.  Sterenson  was  re* 

elected  speaker  of  the  House  by  a 
large  mtgority,  and  Mr.  Van  Bnren  took 
liis  seat  as  presiding  officer  in 
the  Senate.    The  administrar 
tion,  however,  though  so  strong  in  the 
House,  were  in  a  minority  in  the  Senate. 

The  prendentb  message  was  a  long 
and  careftiUy  prepared  docmnent^  set> 
ting  forth  the  views  of  the  ezecntiTe 
quite  at  lai^  <m  the  Tarious  topics  then 
agitating  the  commnni^.  Its  recom- 
mendations received  dne  attention  from 
Congress,  and  many  of  them  gave  rise 
to  long  and  animated  debates.  The 
principal  business  of  the  session  was, 
neoeeaattly,  the  remoral  of  the  deposits ; 
and  the  oppoaitioa  detiTed  no  litilie 
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BtrengfJi  firom  the  energy  with  which 

they  pressed  tlieir  attacks  upon  tlie 
administration  on  account  of  it.  The 
power  of  the  administration  as  a  party, 
however,  grew  all  the  greater  by  means 
of  these  very  attacks;  the  deed  done 
lemaining  IrreTeraiblo,  and  the  pioeeed- 
liigi  cfibs  IwiJi:,  and  ih0  mdTenal  dis- 
tress, afforded  to  the  supporters  of  the 
president  a  fiill  and  satifl&ctoiy  justifi- 
cation of  it. 

The  Rrnatf^,  at  an  early  day,  called 
for  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  which,  when  presented,  wag 
not  foimd  to  oontam  much  in  the  way 
of  aigument  or  explsaation,  that  was 
now.  Not  eonsideziiig  tins  report  as 
sofficieiit  to  enable  it  to  discnas  the 
subject  properly,  the  Senate,  on  the 
11th  of  December,  respectfully  called 
on  the  president^  to  communicate  the 
paper  read  to  the  cabinet  on  the  ISth 
of  September,  and  published  in  the 
newspapers  immediatdy  afterwards. 
But  Geiwral  Jat^son  decHned  compli- 
anoe  with  the  reqiieBt;  leaving  Ihe 
Senate  to  interpret  his  refusal  as  it 
pleased,  and  Henry  day's  friwds  to 
denounce  the  whole  proceeding  as  a 
"  usurpation  "  consciously  made,  on  the 
functions  and  prerogatives  of  Congr^s. 

In  the  assault  upon  the  administra- 
tion, it  was  but  natural  that  Ileury 
(Say  should  take  the  lead.  On  the 
S6th  of  December,  he  offered  the  fol- 
lowing  lesolntuHi,  which  gave  rise  to 
long  and  earnest  debates:  "Jieechfeif 
That  the  president,  in  the  late  execu- 
tive proceedings  in  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic revenue,  lias  assumed  upon  himself 
authority  and  power  not  conferred  by 
the  Constitution  and  laws,  but  in  deru- 
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gation  of  both."   The  resolution  waa 
adopted  on  the  28th  of  March,  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-six  to  twenty,  which  led 
to  the  president's  preparing  and  sending 
in,  about  the  middle  of  April, 
a  long  argumentative  protest^ 
denying  the  right  of  the  Senate  to  cen 
sore  his  proceedings,  and  '^respectfoUy 
requesting,  that  this  message  and  protest 
might  be  entered  at  length  on  the  jour- 
nal of  the  Senate."    Much  excitement 
was  caused  by  reading  this  protest  in  the 
Senate,  and  it  was  immediately  moved,  ■ 
that  it  be  not  received.    'Mr.  Benton 
seized  the  opportunity  to  deliver  the 
speedi  he  had  already  prepared,  moving 
(but  without  any  eipectation  of  cany* 
ing  it  at  this  tame,)  a  resolution,  to 
expunge  the  condemnafaon  from  the 
record  of  the  Senate's  proceedings. 

For  some  throe  weeks  the  new  storm 
raged,  until,  on  the  7  th  of  I^Iay,  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-seven  against  sixteen, 
the  following  modified  resolutions  were 
passed:  "That  tiie  protest  commnni- 
cated  to  the  Senate  on  the  Ifth  (of 
April,)  by  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  asserts  powers  as  belonging  to 
the  president,  which  are  inconsistent 
with  the  just  authority  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress,  and  inconsistent 
with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  the  afor^d  protest 
is  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  the 
Senate,  and  that  it  be  not  entered  on 
the  joumaL*' 

"Mr.  Calhonn  exerted  his  great  pow 
era  of  argument  and  of  illustration,  in 
opposition  to  the  course  of  the  presi- 
dent ;  and  Daniel  Webster  uttered  one 
of  his  great  speeches,  in  which  he  corn- 
batted  the  assumptiona  of  the  protest^ 
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and  denonnoed  the  evident  tendency 
on  Jackson^s  part,  tomrda  faigh-handed 
exerciae  of  «seeatiYe  power  and  patron- 
age. 

Whilst  this  contest  was  going  on  in 
tbe  national  legislature,  the  people  in 
all  the  great  cities  and  towns  through- 
out tlie  Uidon,  and  in  many  of  lees  note, 
held  meetings^  and  dispatched  petiti<»B 
to  OongieBB,  and  committees  to  wait  in 
person  on  the  president,  for  tbe  pnrpose 
of  representing  their  distress,  and  beg- 
ging him  to  recommend  some  mea.«?Tire 
of  relief.  A3  the  session  advanced,  this 
popular  action  on  the  executive  and 
Coiigresa  grew  in  intensity,  both  as  to 
the  nnmbeira  and  ni^gency  of  the  appli- 
eations.  Tbe  petitionera  &t  reiki  were 
toldftiiat  the  government  could  provide 
neither  remedy  nor  relief ;  it  was  all  in 
the  hands  of  the  bank,  or  the  banks, 
and  themselves ;  for  "  they  who  traded 
on  borrowed  capital  onght  to  break," 

The  Senate  willinfrlv  rcceivcKl 
1M4*  ,  . 

the  petitions  which  complained 

of  distNBBi  and  implored  relief;  bnt  in 

the  House  of  BepresmtatiTeSi  where 

the  majority  anpfwrted  the  president^ 

they  met  with  little  countenance.  Ner- 
ertbelesB,  all  the  session  long,  these 

proofs  of  commercial  embarra&ament 
and  popular  excitement  continued  to 
pour  into  Washiu<?t(ni ;  nor  was  it  pos- 
sible for  any,  quite  to  sliut  out  the  con- 
viction, that  tiie  country  had  to  pay 
dearly  for  the  accomplishm«it  of  the 
preudent'a  design. 

Xa  the  House  of  Beprescntatives,  a 
line  of  operations,  wholly  distinct,  and 
indeed^  opposed  to  that  we  have  seen 
proceeding  in  the  Senate,  waa  being 
carried  on.  There,  the  message,  the 


secretary's  report,  the  hank  memorial, 
and  the  oth^  documents  relating  to 
the  matter,  were  all  referred  to  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means ;  and 
Polk,  the  chairman,  on  the  4th  of  March, 
reported  four  resolutions,  which  were 
carried  on  the  4th  of  April,  to  this  ef- 
fect >-Tbat  the  hank  ooght  nottohe  re- 
chartered  ;  that  the  depoaitB  ought  not 
to  be  replaced ;  that  state  banks  ought 
to  be  used  as  places  of  deposit,  but  that 
Congress  (and  here  they  implicitly 
blamed  the  president,  and  that  with 
some  severity,)  ought  to  prescribe  the 
mode  of  selecting  them,  the  securities, 
the  terms,  and  the  manner  of  employing 
them;  and  thst  a  complete  investiga- 
tion of  the  affiura  of  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  should  be  made^  fer  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  ''the  cause  of 
the  comnuarclal  embarrassment  and  dis- 
tress, complained  of  by  numerous  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States."* 

Those  resolutions  were  yet  under  dis- 
cussion in  the  House,  when,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  Fiebmaiy,  several  iniadents 
occoired,  whidi  mark  the  onward  move* 
ment  of  the  struggle.  On  the  4th,  the 
president  sent  a  message  to  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  in  which  he  censured  the 
bank  for  refusing  to  deliver  to  him  the 
books,  papers,  and  funds,  connected 
with  the  pension  to  the  surviving  sol- 


*  According  to  «  report  presented  in  the  Senate,  at 
flw  doM  of  April,  **bk  ntatbm  to  tlw  mcaxvUdi  ftr 

and  against  the  removal  of  th«  public  deposits,"  it  up* 
peared,  that  tbe  number  of  signatures  attactiud  to 
monorials  against  tlie  remoral,  and  for  the  rcplaco- 
mcnt  of  the  deposits  in  the  national  bank,  was  a  huo- 
dred  andfinirteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  dgbteen; 
wbik  tboM  in&vor  oftlffi  proceeding  of  the  pccddetit, 
amounted  (o  eig^t  thomaod  asren  hundred  aod  btrvM 
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dm  of  the  Bevobtum.  A  oemnne 
which  tiie  judiciary  committee  of  the 
Senatei  on  the  17^  of  the  month,  re- 

portofl  n<?  undeserved ;  wliich  decisioQ 
was  affirmed  by  the  Senate^  after  much 
debate,  near  the  end  of  JIay.  Many 
speeches  were  made  by  Mv.  Ciay,  Mr. 
Wehetor^md  othen;  and  it  ww  iii  one 
Off  these  that  Henry  Clay  made  his  well- 
koown  apostrophe  to  llr.  Van  Bnien, 
calling  upon  him  to  go  to  the  president, 
and  tell  him  of  the  distress  of  the  ooun- 
try,  and  of  the  obligation  resting  upon 
him  to  afford  relief.  "  Tell  him,"  said 
the  eloquent  KentucHan,  "  that  in  his 
bosom  alone,  under  actual  circumstances, 
does  the  povw  abide  to  relieve  the 
country;  and  lliat  nnless  he  opens  it  to 
eonvli^loii)  and  coneets  the  emns  of 
his  administration,  no  human  imagina- 
tion can  conceive,  and  no  human  tongue 
can  express,  the  nwful  consequences 
which  may  follow.  Kntreat  him  to 
pause,  and  reflect  that  there  Ls  a  pumt 
beyond  which  human  endurance  cannot 
go ;  and  let  him  not  drive  this  hmve, 
generouS)  and  patriotic  people  to  mad- 
ness and  despair." 

The  Senate  having  refused  to  ente> 
tain  the  president's  protest,  Mr.  Clay 
proposed  two  other  resolutions!,  in  which 
he  hoped  that  the  House  also  would 
join ; — to  the  eflect,  that  the  reaisona  for 
removing  the  deposits,  offered  by  the 
secretary,  were  imsatiafectoiy  and  in- 
sufficient, and  that  the  pubUc  money 
I  i  ought  to  be  placed  in  the  Bank  of  the 
United  States  again.  After  a  long  de- 
bate, in  which  no  argument  of  novelty 
enough  to  deserve  attention  was  ad- 
vanced, *}ie  Senate  accepted  the  resolu- 
tiouii,  ou  the  4th  of  Juue,  by  votes  of 
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t«ren1y-eig:ht  and  twenty^iinetorizleen; 

and  thqr  were  sent  to  the  House.  There, 
however,  on  the  motion  of  Jlr.  Polk,  the 
resolutions  were  laid  upon  the  triT  lo  by 
a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  fourteen  to 
a  hundred  and  one. 

At  the  beginning  of  June,  Mr.  Ste* 
reoaoa,  who  had  been  nomunaAed  min> 
ister  to  England,  resigned  his  post  as 
speaker;  a^  after  a  nnmber  of  balloi- 
if  igs,  John  BeU,  of  Tomessee,  waa  dect- 
ed  to  fill  the  vacancy.  On  the 
23d  of  June,  just  at  the  dose  of 
the  session,  the  president  sent  in  Mr. 
Taney's  name  for  confirmation  as  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury.  The  Senate  re- 
jected the  nomination  by  a  vote  of 
twenty-eight  to  righteen.  Hie  next 
day,  BIr.  SteveosonVi  nomination'  as 
minister  to  England  waa  rejected  by  a 
vote  of  twenty-three  to  twenty-two. 
On  the  30th,  after  a  long  aaad  busy  ses- 
sion, Congress  brovkght  its  labors  to  a 
close.* 

The  elections,  during  1834,  showed, 
that  though  General  JackBon's  oonise 
was  largely  popniar  with  the  mass  of 
the  people  still,  in  the  commttdal 
states,  there  waa  no  little  dissatisfaction ; 
and  the  opposition,  organized  under  the 
name  of  "  whigs,''  determined  to  do  aU 


*  Just  before  the  close  of  flw  fCKion,  the  news  of 

the  d«ith  of  General  Lafeyette,  on  tlvc  20ili  of  >fay, 
1834,  rmcht>U  tito  United  States.  Suitable  reflations 
wan  adopted  in  Congress  on  Um  S4Qi  of  June,  and 
theTencrublc  John  Quincy  Adamswasnnaiiiinoiisly re- 
quested to  dutlvcr  un  oration  on  tlto  li&  and  character 
of  the  eminent  deceased,  at  the  next  session.  Accord- 
ingly, "thcoM  man  eloquent,"  on  the  .list  of  Decem- 
ber, before  tiio  two  Houses,  delirered  his  adminbleand 
touching  discourse  upon  thii  life  ■ndquwrcfflmioble- 
hoartrri  pntriot,  fir  whom  our  oountiy  WM  mounuqg 
wiUi  deep  ami  unfdgnod  sorrow. 
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in  their  power  to  e£fect  a -change  in  the 

administration  of  public  affairs. 

Gougresa  reassembled  on  tko  Ist  of 
December,  for  its  closing  session ;  and 
the  president's  mesaag©  waa  read  on  tiie 
foUowiug  day.  Beeida  a  fUU  eoiiaidar' 
atbn  of  ica^ga,  tSBun,  the  me«age  di- 
lated upon  tlie  loibjeoli  ilMii  ooeapyiiig 
the  attention  of  nearly  all  onr  eitiMOB, 
viz. :  in  relation  to  the  currency, 
*****  the  revenue,  the  United  States 
Bank,  the  load  banks,  etc.  Other 
topics,  as  the  army,  the  navy,  Indian  af- 
fairs, the  poeboffice,  del'ectij  in.  the  judi- 
cial system,  and  tiie  liks^  irere  reoom- 
mended  to  the  noCioe  aid  action  of 
CongreflB.  Not  auMh,  kyverer,  ins 
acoraaplished  during  the  session,  ^e 
report  cf  the  bank  inyestigation  com- 
mittee was  presented,  in  the  Senate,  by 
John  Tyler;  but  nothing  new  or  im- 
portant waa  evolved ;  the  subject  had 
aheady  been  discussed  almost  ad  iiavr 
Mom,  Mr.  BenCon  brought  fixwaid 
his  expunging  reaolttldon,  but  obtained 
onljr  seven  TOtes  in  its  &vQr.  Some 
appropriations  were  made  to  carry  on 
internal  improvements;*  branches  of 
the  mint  were  established  at  the  gold 
mines  in  North  Carolina  and  Georgia, 
and  also  at  New  Orleans.  But  when 
the  3d  of  March  arrived,  and  the 


.  *  Mr.  CalhouQ,  induIgiDg  ia  some  denanciatoi7  re- 
Bwrki  apoo  the  parly  in  iwwa',  Aaqdyad^  "The 

only  cohf.'aivo  priiiciiile,  (a  prlnctjilc  u  flexiblo  as  India- 
rubbcr,  and  as  tou^  too,  ho  said,  laitw  ia  bis  sp«ocfa,) 
whldi  Unds  togethsr  the  powerfid  ptttfnDied  under 
tlic  iKuno  of  General  Jackson,  is  oCEicial  patronage, 
Their  otycct  is  to  get  and  to  hold  oiQcc;  and  their  leod- 
inf  peBdad  nsiiBi,  «paiil7  iimnd  on  fUi  floor,  by 
onr  fif  the  former  scnatoni  ?h)m  New  York,  now  gor- 
ccnor  of  that  state,  is,  that  '  to  the  rictors  bdoog  the 
I  spaOiorvlciioiyl*** 
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twenty-third  Coagress  expired,  it  left 

almost  all  of  the  important  measures  of 

this  session,  which  had  been  discussed 

and  partly  acted   upon,  unfinished ; 

amongst  which  wa^  the  post-oiBce  re- 

form      tiie  cnstom  bouse  isgiilattoDs 

bill,  the  jndieisrf  bO],  the  bill  regular 

ting  liie  deposit  of  the  pnUic  moneys 

in  the  depbdt  banks,  the  b31  respecting  ; 

the  tenure  of  office  and  removals  £con. 

office,  the  bill  for  in'^emnlfyins' 

.  .  ISSSL 

the  claimants  for  French  Bpoli- 

ations  before  the  year  1800,  and  the 
fortiiicatiou  bilL  j 

Onseverslooesdomiweba'veflpakien  1 
of  the  mtwiUingncsB  and  nejgBgenee  of  i 
Frsnoe  to  ^ve  proper  attentuHi  to  the 
subject  of  indemnily  for  spoliations  on 
Ameriesn  commerce ;  and  other  Euro 
pean  power?,  emlM^ilrlpnorl  by  thif  con- 
duct on  the  pru  t  of  France,  were  hold- 
ing back  and  endeavonng  to  evade  the 
just  demands  of  the  United  States. 
(See  pp.  321,  322.)  Awrioas  sdmin- 
istrations  had  kbored  to  efibet  a  settle- 
ment of  this  matter  irlth  the  IVench 
government,  butTPithout  success.  Gen- 
eral Jackson  determined,  that,  as  the  | 
©xecuti\'e  of  the  nation,  he  wonld  not  I 
suflFer  this  topic  to  be  continued  longer  | 
in  dispute.  He  resolved  to  bring  France 
to  ternif,  aud  he  took  his  measures  ac- 
cordingly. 

Mr.  W.  0.  Bivea,  of  Ybginia,  who 
had  been  appointed  minister  plenipo* 
tentlary  and  envoj  extraordinary  to 
Paris,  for  the  purpose  of  pressing  these 
clfdms,  succeeded  in  negotiatin  cr,  in  1 8  3 1 , 
with  the  government  of  Louis  Philippe, 
the  newly  established  citizen  king,  a 
treaty  }>y  which  twenty-five  mOlions  of 
firancs,  (leas  one  million  and  a  half  on 
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ncconnt  of  counter-claims  by  the  royal 
treasury,  or  French  citizens)  were  to  be 
paid  in  six  equal  annual  instalmcntsi,  to 
satisfy  all  demands  on  tlie  pai-t  of  Ameri- 
cau  citizens  and  the  governmeat  of  the 
Umted States.  Inteawet at fimr percent 
was  to  be  paid  upon  tlus  Btmif  after  the 
exchange  of  the  latificatioiia  of  the 
treaty.  This  sum  did  not  amount  to 
one  half  of  the  real  value  of  the  damages 
sustained,  and  there  was  no  allowance 
of  interest  before  the  treaty;  yet  it  was 
deemed  expedient  to  accept  this  com- 
promise, and  both  the  president  and  the 
people  of  ihe  United  Statea  coogratnlar 
ted  thonaelTea  tibat  at  lengtli  l^troo^ 
blesome  mattw  was  orran^d. 

In  Febmaiy,  1882,  the  ratifications 
of  this  treaty  were  duly  exchanged,  but 
neither  the  king,  nor  his  ministers,  nor 
the  chambers,  took  any  steps  to  carry 
its  stipulations  into  ctfect.  Congress, 
for  its  part,  passed  the  needful  laws; 
and  on  the  7th  of  July,  1888,  the  aecre* 
tary  of  the  trearaiy  drew  a  biU  ci  ez> 
change  npon  the  minister  of  state  and 
finance  of  the  French  government,  di- 
recting the  fiv>t  instalment  to  be  paid  to 
the  order  of  the  cashier  of  the  United 
States  Bank.  When  thb  bill  was  for- 
warded, through"  the  bank,  to  Paris,  it 
was  not  accepted ;  and  the  French  gov- 
ernment acted  with  retry  vexations  and 
annoymg  indifi^nce  as  to  whether  the 
United  States  took  it  well  or  ill. 

A  bill  to  provide  for  this  instalment 
was  brought  before  the  French  chani- 
bei-a,  Init  it  was  lost  throug-li  want  of 
proper  attention.  Instructions  were 
then  given  to  the  iVmerican  minister 
to  urge  a  prompt  compliance  with  the 
treaty  npon  the  goveniment  of  Lonis 


Philippe;  and  to  add,  that  the  United 
States  would  demand  indemnity  for 
the  leiLisal  to  accept  the  bill  for  the 
first  instalment.  And  in  his  sixth  an- 
nual message,  in  I^ecember,  1834,  the 
president  said, — ^It  ia  mj  oGnvietion, 
that  the  United  States  ought  to  insiBt 
on  a  prompt  execution  of  the 
treaty,  and  in  case  it  be  refused, 
or  longer  delayed,  to  take  redress  into 
their  own  hands.  After  the  delay  on 
the  part  of  France  of  a  quarter  of  a 
century  in  acknowledging  these  claims 
by  treaty,  it  u  not  to  be  tolerated  that 
another  qnartor  of  a  century  is  to  be 
wasted  in  neigotiating  abont  the  pay- 
ment Tlie  laws  of  nations  provide  a 
remedy  for  such  occasions.  It  is  a  well- 
pettled  principle  of  the  international 
code,  that  when  one  nation  ovres  an- 
other a  hquidated  debt,  which  it  refuse 
or  neglects  to  pay,  the  aggrieved  party 
may  seoae  on  ike  property  belonging'  to 
the  other,  its  citisens  or  subjects,  sufiH- 
cient  to  pay  the  debt,  without  giving 
just  cause  of  war,'' 

This  was  looked  npcm  by  France  as  a 
very  summary  measure,  and  was  resent- 
ed with  a  good  deal  of  spirit.  The 
French  minister  at  Washington  was  re- 
called, and  ]\Ir.  Livingston,  at  Paris,  was 
offered  his  passports.  In  the  Senate, 
a  long  and  able  report  on  this  subject 
was  presented  by  Mr.  Clay,  'di9approvs' 
ing  of  the  president's  recommendation 
to  make  reprisals ;  and  on  the  14th  of 
January,  1835,  a  resolution  unanimously 

passed  the  Senate,  declarintr  it 

r  .  '  o  laUi 

inexpedient  that  there  should 

bo  any  more  legislation  concerning  the 

state  of  affiurs  between  France  and  the 

United  States.  The  Honae  of  Repre- 
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eentatm  took  no  action  iq;)on  the  eag- 
gestion  of  tiie  prandent^B  mesBage. 

France,  althougli  willing  to  pay  the 
monej,  thongbt  tiiat  her  dignity  re- 
quired some  erplanations  from  the 
American  government,  and  a  clause  to 
this  effect  was  introduc^ed  in  the  bill 
before  the  chambers  to  authorize  the 
payments.  Any  thing  of  this  sort 
wasi  of  warn,  out  <j  the  qneation. 
Neither  the  president  nor  l^e  peo- 
ple would  demean  themselves  to  make 
apologies  for  having  inaiated  upon 
their  just  rights.  About  the 
middle  of  January,  183C,  the 
president  informed  Congress,  that  the 
French  government  had  peremptorily 
refused  to  execute  the  treaty,  "  except 
on  lesma  incompatible  idtii  tihe  Hon<»r 
and  indqtendenee  of  the  United  States," 
having,  in  fiwt,  demanded  "an  offioal 
written  expression  of  regrets,  and  a  di- 
rect e3q>laQation  addressed  to  it,"  and 
having  intimated  that  this  was  a  sine 
qua  7wn.  The  8\ispension  of  diplomatic 
intercourse  with  France  wiia  notified, 
and  Congress  was  counselled  "  to  retal- 
iate her  present  refiiBal  to  comply  with 
her  engagements  by  prohibiting  the  in- 
ttodnetum  of  SV«neh  products,  and  the 
entry  of  IVoieh  Tessda  into  our  porta.** 
It  waa  alao  leoommended,  that,  as 
£^rance  was  preparinf?  a  naval  arma- 
ment for  the  i\juerican  seas,  the  navj'^ 
should  be  increased,  and  the  coast  de- 
fences completed. 

Before  the  committee  on  foreign 
lationa,  to  which  this  oommnnicaticm 
waa  T^fbrred,  could  make  any  report 
npon  it,  a  new  message  informed  Con- 
gress, on  the  8th  of  February,  that 
Gieat  Britain  had  offered  her  medlar 
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tion,  and  that  botik  he  and  the  govei» 
ment  of  France  had  accepted  it;  and 
leoonunended  the  sospension  of  retalia* 
tory  measuKS)  aa  well  as  the  vigorous 

prosecution  of  the  works  for  permanent 
national  defence.  "Within  a  month 
from  the  date  of  that  message,"  adds 
Mr.  Benton,  "  the  four  instalments  of 
the  indemnities  then  due  were  fully 
paid;  imd  without  waiting  for  any  ac- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  mediator.'* 

In  tlic  present  connection,  following 
Senator  Benton'a  summary  of  Qeneral 
Jackson's  "  foreign  diplomacy,"  wc  may 
properly  state  the  result  of  the  clui-ras 
for  indemnity  on  other  powere.  Den- 
mark agreed  to  indemnify  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  for  various  injuries 
inflicted  during  the  yeaia  1808  tb  1811, 
to  the  amount  of  $650,000;  and  re- 
nounced all  the  counterdaima  it  had 
before  advanced.  The  convention  pre- 
ceded the  treaty  with  France.  After 
the  signature  of  the  last-nnmed  treaty, 
Naples  also  yielded  to  the  demands  of 
justice,  and  agreed  to  the  payment  of 
two  millions  one  hundred  and  lii'cy 
thousand  ducats,  for  tiie  aatisbction  of 
the  ckumantSs  Xn.  like  Spain, 
which  had  intuiied  much  damage  vpon 
American  commerce,  during  the  time 
when  it  was  fruitlessly  endeavoring  to 
recover  its  rcToltcd  provinces,  now  con- 
sented to  pay  twelve  millions  of  reals  in 
compensation  for  it;  the  president  at 
the  same  time  renouncing  all  unfounded 
chima,  and  pfesei^g  those  only  which 
were  oonsiatent  wi^i  '*the  laws  of  nar 
tions.**  Indemnity  Ibr  seiauresmade  by 
Portugal  in  1829  and  1830  was  al^ 
paid,  after  some  delay,  in  full,  in  1837. 

We  may  also  mentioii  here,  that  a 
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tauwaika  MMmlilcd  st  San  Felippe, 
m  TexMj  in  April,  1838^  «id  d«clarad 

the  independence  of  that  etate  or  prov- 
ince. Santa  Anna,  who  had  made  him- 
self dictator  in  1834,  marched  into  Tex- 
as ill  the  spriDiT  of  1835,  in  order  to 
compel  the  8ubmksi^  ,ii  of  the  inhabit- 
ants to  his  role.  In  March,  1836,  a 
number  of  delegates  aaBombled  at 
Wttdiington,  and  a  repobKcan  govem- 
nent  waa  establidied,  David  O.  Bornet 
beii^  chosen  first  praaidenL  The  vio- 
tory  at  San  Jacinto  was  gained  by  Gen- 
eral Houston,  April  2 let,  1886,  and 
application  was  made  to  be  ainipxod  to 
the  United  States.  Houston  was  elect- 
ed president  of  Texas.  Tlie  Mexican 
minister  at  Washington  solemnly  pro- 
tested agaanet  the  prooeedii^  irith  x«- 
gBoA  to  TexBs^  and  aoon  after  took  hk 
departure;  but  this  im  looked  upon 
as  a  matter  ai  no  great  moment.  The 
question  of  annexing  Texas  was  only  a 
queiation  of  time ;  it  was  c**rtain  to  be 
accomplished  at  no  distant  day.  Ac- 
cordingly, as  a  preliminary  8tpp,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1837,  it  was  resolved  by  Con- 
gress to  recognize  the  independence  of 
Tezaa^  and  eetablkli  diplomatie  rdations 
with:  it.  The  population  at  the  time 
was  abont  twenty  thousand ;  but  from 
that  date  it  rapidly  increased. 

A  national  democratic  convention 
having  been  snfrfrr>sted  by  General 
Jackson,  in  a  letter  which  was  published 
in  February,  1835,  the  suggestion  was 
immediately  adopted,  and  the  conven- 
tion met  at  fiaLtimore,  in  May.  Some 
■z  huidred  delegates  were  In  attend- 
ance, and  Martin  Van  Bnren 
was  unanimously  nominated  for 
prandnitk  Bichard  IL  Johnaon  alao 
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received  nominatiom  far  Tiee  janA 
dent  13iat  poitaon  of  the  party  op- 
posed to  ;Mr.  Van  Buren's  elevation, 
named  Hugh  L.  White  as  tiidr  candi- 
dfitp.  The  whigs  had  three  candidates  j 
in  til  a  field,  viz. :  William  Henry  Har- 
rison, John  M'LeaD,  and  Daniel  Web- 
ster.* 

On  the  1th.  of  December,  1835,  the 
twenty^loforth  Cougresa  eommeneed  its 
AsteeBsion.  JameaKPolkiraaeleeted 
speaker  of  the  Hbnae^  and  tite  next  day 

the  presidoifb  message  was  received. 
Beside  the  usual  narrations  in  regard  to 
foreign  negotiations  and  affairs,  a  very 
flattering  account  was  given  of  the  na- 
tional finances,  and  the  gener^  prosper- 
ity of  the  country.  The  public  debt 
had  been  extinguished,  and  thttra  was  a 
bfllanoe  of  some  $19,000,000  m  hand. 
The  president  anticipated  a  sniph»  of 
$0,000,000  over  and  above  tiie  neces- 
sary appropriations  which  were  to  be 
made.  Tlii.'^  surpln«,  it  was  suggested, 
might  be  hiid  out  in  navy  yards,  or  new 
national  works,  rather  than  distributed 
amongst  the  states,  or  "  reduced  faster 
than  would  be  effected  by  the  existing 
laws."  Thereoetptof$ll,000,OOOfirom 
the  aale  of  public  lands  in  the  conent 
year  wae  announced ;  and  the  need  of 
some  great  changes  in  the  general  land 
office  was  intimated ;  together  with  the 
abolition  of  the  offices  of  commission-  i 
era  of  loans  and  of  the  sinking  fund. 
Other  topics  of  the  message  we  need 
not  dwell  upon,  as  the  army,  the  navy, 

*  The  venerable  CKierJustice  Marshall  died,  kt» rip* 
old  ag«,  on  tho  6th  of  Jaty,  1S86.  In  Uanb,  of  the 
£>llowuig  year,  the  Saute  oonftnned  the  nnminetifln  oi 
Boger  B.  Ttatf  to  IDl  fhs  natoBf  «und  t|f  IfW' 
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THE  SUBPLUS  BEVENUIL 


1896. 


ermnBt  oooBDlt  the  doeument  HmIC 

Notwithstanding  tho  868^011  WW  pro- 
Imlged  into  the  smnmer  c£  1888^  its 

proceedings  were  not  of  very  special 
iutercst*  One  of  the  most  important 
acts  passed  was  that  for  reL^ulating  the 
depoeitB  of  the  public  moneys  in  tlie 
state  banks.  The  majorities  in  its  &vor 
irefe  imttaally  large,  and  it 
was  approved  the  preadent 
at  the  close  of  June^  18S6.  "TliAtfiip 
tal  act,"  as  Mr.  Ingersoll  terms  it,  gave 
direction  to  deposit  all  the  «nrplii3  be- 
yond $5,000,000  in  the  treasury  of  tlie 
United  States,  on  the  Ist  day  of  Jaim- 
ary,  1837,  with  the  states  pledging  their 
fiilh  to  keep  safe,  aad  repay  the  said 
moneys,  from  time  to  time,  whenever 
feqniied;  (in  proportion  to  th^  eef^* 
erfd  lepresentalions  in  Congress ;)  pnr- 
snant  to  whieh  act,  $37,000,000,  so 
called,  that  i«,  credit  to  that  amount, 
were  transferred  fromihe  national  treas- 
ury to  commonwealths  greedy  of  gain, 
and  who  will  never  repay.  By  the 
same  act,  Congreas  required  the  sectre- 
tazy  of  the  traaBoiy  to  aelect  and  em* 
ploy  sneh  afaite  hanln  for  depodtorieB 
of  tiie  moneys  of  the  United  States,  as 
fv)deemed  t£eir  notes  in  specie  on  de- 
mand, and  issued  none  for  less  than  five 
dollars.  Happily,  in  one  aspect  of  the 
matter,  the  pecuniary  difficulties  of  the 
government  in  1837  prevented  the  de- 
posit of  the  finuih  initnlnient  with  the 


•  Ob  Am  111 cTlidr,  ISBS,  Ooni^ Moeplid  flw 

trout  oScred  to  it  by  J:i;ri<s  Pimithson,  of  London,  in 
gn^n^^  of  aa(ilo;iog  £100,000  in  the  whtblighmwit 
«*«IVflfnj^fT-**"  WMhimiiia^  «aig 

the  IncfMM  aafl  Siflbrioa  «r  Xnoiriadfa 
Men."  • 


fltstea^  and  Ana  that  part  of  the  soiplni 

was  preserved  to  the  Union. 

Ihe  eftct  of  thia  diatiibnlaoii  of  I3ie 
snrplw  revenne  among  the  states  was 

what  was  naturally  to  be  expected. 
New  banks  sprang  suddenly  into  exist- 
ence, with  nominal  capital,  and  the 
comitry  was  deluged  with  paper  money 
Speculations  of  the  wildest  charactec 
were  aet  on  Ibot;  and  it  aeema  a3mo8k 
ineredible^  tint  in&toation,  and  ikSfy, 
and  greed  of  gain,  should  have  adzed 
upon  nearly  the  entire  community.  No 
scheme  seemed  to  be  too  wild  or  chi- 
merical to  receive  attention,  and  so  easi- 
ly deluded  were  the  people,  that  prodi- 
gious frauds  were  perpetrated  without 
producing  that  ahodc  to  the  moral 
aenaihilitieB  which  ia  alwaji  ftlt  in  a 
healthy  atste  of  the  hody  politie.  A 
calamitous  reverse  was,  of  oomaei  ere 
long  to  be  looked  for,  and  it  came  with 
terrible  effect  within  a  !?hort  time. 

The  United  States  Bank,  two  weeks 
before  the  expiration  of  its  charter  from 
Congress,  obtiunod  from  the  legisla* 
tore  of  Pom^lvania  (at  the  cost  of 
$2,000,000,  in  the  Ibnn  of  a  2omw,)  a 
charter,  with  its  original  amoont  of 
capital,  viz.,  $85,000,000.  But  it  was 
found,  ere  long,  that  its  preMige  was 
gone,  and  that  it  could  never,  in  this 
shape,  exercise  the  vast  inflQenoe  which 
it  formerly  ])ossessed. 

Internal  improvements,  the  patent 
laws,  the  admiwrfon  of  ArkanaaH  and 
"MifthigiMt,  18  mdependent  and  aovereign 
states,  into  the  Union,  and  the  militaiy 
academy,  (against  whidi  JB^ank- 
lin  Pierce  indulged  m  a  speech, 
which  Benton  has  quoted  in  his  "Thirty 
Years'  View,"}  were  amongst  the  sub* 
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jeote  of  minor  unportaiice  to  wHcli  Con- 
gnsB  devoted  its  time  and  labor  now. 

There  was  one  bill  vetoed,  (Jnne  Oth  ;) 
it  fixed  tlio  time  of  meeting  and  ad- 
journment of  CJongress,  annually,  to  a 
day ;  and  when  examined  by  the  eyes 
of  General  Jackson,  disclosed  some 
imoonslitational  ptovwon,  about  ad- 
journing to  tbe  weomd  ]Uonday  in 
May,  which  led  bim  to  deny  it  his 
Banction. 

The  suT)ject  of  slavery  came  before 
Congress  again,  and  c^ave  rise  to  much 
excitement.  It  w;is  broucht  on  bv  the 
presentation  of  memorials  praying  that 
slavery  be  abolished  in  the  IMstrict  of 
Cclnmbiai  over  which,  it  was  pleaded, 
Congreas  had  entire  anthority.  John 
Quincy  Adams  took  an  acttve  share  in 
tins  whole  matter,  and  planted  himself 
upon  the  inalienable  right  of  petition ; 
but  the  southern  iuiiuence  was  too 
strong  for  the  abolitionist  memorialists 
to  obtain  anything.  Congress  refused 
to  intetfere  with  skvery  in  the  district, 
and  resolved  to  lay  upon  the  table, 
withoot  printing  or  reference,  or  taking 
any  action  whatever  on  tiiem,  all^  peti- 
tions, etc.,  "  relating  in  any  way  to  the 
subject  of  alaveiy,  or  the  abolition  of 
slavery." 

Congress  was  also  called  upon  to  con- 
sider this  excitiug  topic  in  couuectiou 
with  the  admission  of  Arkanaaa;  and 
with  a  change  in  the  boundary  line  of 
IGnouri,  effected  throiighHr.  Benton's 
exertions,  he  assures  us;  which  was 
"  accomplished,"  as  he  writes,  "  by  the 
extraordinary  process  of  altering  a  com- 
promise line,  intended  to  }h  |i  i  ppttial, 
and  the  reconversion  of  soil,  winch  had 
been  alave  and  made  free,  back  again 


from  free  to  slave."  Some  further  re- 
marks of  the  Senator  £rom  Missouri  may 
not  inaptly  be  here  quoted.  Speaking 
of  the  chapter  in  wluch  he  lia^  set  forth 
his  vicvs  at  large,  lie  goes  on  to  8ay; 
"It  relates  to  a  period  when  a  new 
point  of  departure  was  taken  on  the 
slave  qnestion ;  when  the  qnsstibn  was 
csrried  into  Oongreee^  with  avowed  al- 
ternatives of  dUBOlviiig  the  Union ;  and 
conducted  in  away  to  show  that  disso- 
lution was  an  object  to  be  attained,  not 
prevented ;  and  this  being  the  starting 
point  of  the  slavery  agitation,  which  has 
since  menaced  the  Union,  it  is  right 
that  every  otiaen  should  haye  a  dear 
view  of  its  origin,  progress,  and  design. 
From  the  beginning  of  the  IGasouri 
controversy,  up  to  the  year  1885,  the 
author  of  this  View  looked  to  the  north 
as  the  point  of  danger  from  the  slavery 
agitation ;  since  that  time,  he  has  looked 
to  the  south  for  that  danger,  as  !Mr. 
Madison  did  two  years  earlier.  Lciualiy 
opposed  to  it  in  falQaeat  quarter,  he  has 
opposed  it  in  botib."* 

Gongrees  dosed  its  sesnonon  lihe  4th 
of  July,  1836.  On  the  1 1th  of  the  same 
month,  a  circular  was  issued  by  the  geo- 
retary  of  the  treasury,  "  by  order  of  the 
president,"  instructing  the  receivers  of 
public  money  to  take  silver  and  gold 
alone  (with  the  exception  of  Virginia 
land  scrip  in  cwtain  cases)  in  payment 
for  the  public  lands.  It  had  been  at- 
tempted, in  ApriJf  by  means  of  Mr. 
Benton,  to  secure  this  object  by  a  joint 
resolution  of  the  two  Houses 
of  Congress:  but  the  Senate 
refiising  to  entertain  the  proposal,  it  was 
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left  to  the  president  to  act  on  his  own 
regponaibilitj  m  thk  matter. 
Laige  purohaaes  of  public  lauda  Iiad 

been  made  on  speculation,  principally 
througli  the  facilities  afibrded  by  the 
state  baukij ;  and  the  immediate  effect 
of  this  order  was  iiecessnrilv  to  make 
specie  abundant  in  the  stiitcs  where  the 
purchasers  of  public  lands  were  moi^t 
numennia;  and  tomakettacareeliitlie 
older  atateB)  where  trade  and  oommerce 
were  most  active,  and  epecie  was  most 
required.  It  did  unqnesiioiiablj  dieck 
the  operations  of  the  speculators ;  but 
at  the  same  time,  and  in  a  more  disas- 
trous degree,  it  embarrassed  those  of 
the  mumfactnrers  and  merchants.  In 
severaL  respects,  no  doubt,  it  was  called 
Ibr,  and  was  aalvtaiy  in  its  openifion; 
bnt  at  the  aanie  time,  it  waa  &lttobe  a 
hard  and  irtringent  measure,  which 
would  not  probably  haye  been  deemed 
at  any  period  necessary,  had  not  Gen- 
eral Jackson  succeeded  in  breaking 
down  the  United  States  Bank,  and  had 
not  the  cousequences  which  followed 
upon  that  success  been  such  as  we  have 
noted  on  preTions  poges. 

During  the  antamn,  the  preaideniial 
election  took  place,  and  resulted  aa  fol- 
lows :  Martin  Van  Buren  received  <me 
hundred  and  seventy  votes ;  General 
Harrison,  seventy-three ;  Hugh  L. 
White,  twenty-six ;  Daniel  Webster, 
fourteen ;  and  W.  P.  Mangum,  eleven. 
For  the  vice  preddency,  K.  M.  Johnson 
reeeiTed  one  hundred  and  forty-soven ; 
Francis  Graiigeri  eeventjr^eren ;  John 
lyio*,  &xtj-eem ;  and  William  Smith, 
twenty^hree.  Ko  election  having  been 
made  for  vice  president,  when  the  votes 
were  counted,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 


elect  one  of  the  two  highest  on  the  roll, 
and  Johnaon  waa  aooordingly  placed  in 
Ihe  vacant  chidr. 

The  twenly^onrth  Congress  met  fixr 
its  second  session  on  the  5th  of  Decem 
her,  1836,  and  General  Jacl<:^on  sent  in 
his  last  aiumal  message  on  the  following 
day.  It  gave  a  very  favorable  account  of 
the  state  of  a^ira,  and  showed 
that  a  large  surplus — over 
$41,000,000— would  be  in  the  treasury 
on  the  1st  of  January,  188t.  The  spe- 
cie circular  was  defended;  the  opera- 
tion of  the  local  banks  as  fiscal  agents 
of  the  government,  was  highly  praised ; 
a  number  of  recommendations  on  vari- 
ous subjects  were  made ;  and  the  mes- 
sage oonduded  with  the  pretsident's 
thanking  hia  feDow-dtisens  for  th«r 
partiality  and  indulgence,  in  whidi  he 
had  found  encouragement  and  sup- 
port in  the  many  difficult  and  trying 
scenes  through  which  it  had  been  his 
lot  to  pass  during  his  public  career." 

Senator  Benton's  famous  "  expunging 
resolution"  gave  rise  to  animated  debate, 
but  it  was  carried  on  the  16th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1S37.  Nearlj  three  years  hefora 
(see  p.  896)  the  Senate  had  condemned 
General  Jackson  for  removing 
the  deposits  from  the  United  *  j 
States  Bank ;  and  Mr.  Benton,  with 
unabated  zeal,  had  labored  to  have 
the  record  of  this  condemnation  effaced 
from  the  journal  of  the  Senate.  It  was 
accordingly  done,  amid  no  little  excite- 
ment, and  broad  blat^  lines  wers 
drawn  round  the  oflbnsiye  resolniion, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  Senate,  and 
across  it  these  words  were  written,  "  ex- 
punged by  ordi^r  of  the  Senate,  this 
16th  day  of  January,  1S87."  The  vote 
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on  the  expunging  resolution  was  twen- 
tj-four  to  nineteen.* 

A  Tigoxons  attempt  was  made  to  le- 
idnd  ^  treasury  drcnlar  respeetiiig 
spede  payments  ffx  land  aaka.  A  res- 
olution to  this  effect  having  heen  rr- 
ferred  to  the  committee  on  public  lands, 
a  bill  was  reported,  purporting  the  des- 
ignation and  limitation  of  the  funda  re- 
ceivable for  the  revenues  of  the  United 
States,  and,  in  fact,  providing  for  the 
leoeption  of  the  notes  of  specie-paying 
bankii  in  oeitaioi  eases*  Vbt*  Benton, 
the  '*bard  money**  man,  vehemently 
opposed  it^  but  it  passed  by  an  over- 
whelming majority — ^forty-one  against 
five.  In  the  House  an  attempt  was 
made  to  amend  it,  so  as  to  save  the  «pp- 
cie  circular,  but  it  failed;  a  hundred 
and  forty-three  Bepresentatives  voted 
fat  the  1^  as  it  eame  from  the-Bsnate^ 
and  only  fiAy-dne  against  it  On  the 
last  day  but  one  of  ilie  session  it  was 
sent  to  the  psendeat^  who  letained  it 


*  "  Ilie  gntifkatko  of  Q«iwnl  JacksMk  WM  erirane. 
Ob  pm  %  gnoS  dlmMr  to  Am  tupaiigen  (as  they 

ircrc  caDod)  and  their  wires;  and  being  too  weak  tomt 
at  the  tftble^  be  only  met  the  companj,  placed  the 
*lw«d  expiiBgai'  ia  Us  cibilr,  aiul  wiftilmr  to  Us 
sick-chamVier.  That  expurgation  I  it  was  the  '  crown- 
ing mer^  of  his  drll,  as  New  Orleana  had  beea  of  bis 
inlHlH7  m*-BnlQft*s  "  mttg  Ttari  Vim,*  vdL 


in  his  possession,  thus  preventing  its  be* 
coming  a  law.  His  reasons  were  pub- 
lished k  ibe  Olobe"  a  few  days  afteav 
vards. 

Few-  aets  of  genersl  Interest  havmg 

been  passed  during  -i^  session,  the 
twenty-fourth  Congress  reached  its  ter- 
mination on  the  3d  of  March,  1837. 
At  the  same  time  ( r  neral  Jackson  fin- 
ished his  eight  yeard  of  public  service^ 
and  gave  way  to  hiii  successor.  The 
events  of  these  yesxa  .are  too  near  the 
day  on  which  we  an  writing  to  be  Im- 
partially viewed,  and  calmly  judged,  as 
jtfaey  w^  be  by  the  fntnre  histoiiBn  of  I 
our  country.  Hence  we  do  not  attempt 
any  review  of  Jackson's  administration, 
being  conscious  that  it  would  be  of  no 
avail  The  ardent  admirers  and  parti- 
zans  of  the  hero  of  New  Orleaos  would 
he  BSftasfied  witli  nothing  leas  than  an 
nnqnaHfied  hmdatioii;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  his  political  enemies  wonld  re- 
ceive as  jnsfly  due  no  sentence  short  of 
condemnation  of  his  acts  and  his  prm- 
ciples.  Let  the  reader  of  these  pages 
judge,  from  the  narrative  of  facta  now 
before  him,  and  let  him  meditate  upon 
the  life  and  career  of  the  man  whom  so 
many  thonsanda  of  Americana  have  re- 
garded with  an  enthooastic  adminp 
turn,  nmeqtialled  in  the  annals  of  on 
conntiy. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Gb.  m.]  INAUQUBATION  OF  TAN  BUBEN.  407 


CHAPTER  III. 


1887*1841. 


YAV  BtTBXjr's  ADXZiriflTBAVZOir. 
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AatMH — bcputntion  of  merchants  goctto  WMhlogton — £xtr*  mmIod  of  Congreaa— The  r«e<H&mend«tions  of 
tlwpt<iM»t~TlMiiii*te<MMj^a>pwpOMd--Opagwi»i»»*t  fan  I>«MBtMr— Tb«  uSMtmrntj  aiiand  — 
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Havi>'c  reached  a  point  in  the  his-  | 
toiy  of  the  United  States  which  is  too 
nearly  contemporaneuus  to  authorize 
our  Ixeating  public  afiOairs  with  any 
iUhiess  or  oritieal  exainiiiatioiiyve  shall 
not  nndestako  more  than  to  prawiit  a 
eondae  gmmnary  of  eventB  duting  the 
last  fifteen  or  twenty  years;  leftnng 
the  just  historical  estimate  of  otir  era 
to  the  historian  of  a  later  day,  when 
time  shall  liave  set  its  seal  upon  the 
past,  and  when  hiatory  can  exercise  its 
proper  office  in  deeeribrng  the  progress 
of  our  natumal  eareer. 

The  inangmatkni  of  Martin  Yan  Bn* 
ten,  as  Ilia  eighth  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  took  place  on  the  4tll  c£ 
March,  1837,  with  the  usual  ceremo- 
and,  after  he  had  delivered  hi^i 


nies 


Inautrural  address,  the  oath  of  oliiee 
was  administered  to  hiiu  by  Ghief-Jus- 
tiee  Taney.  His  addresi  vas 
a  veilkwritten  paper,  and  set 
fiuth  ihe  ^riewB  and  prindiEles  by  which 


he  expected  to  be  governed  in  the  dis- 
chai^  of  his  duties.  He  renewed  the 
pledge  which  he  had  given  before  his 
election,  viz^  "I  must  go  into  tiie  pres- 
idential chair  the  "ifflriHft  and  nnooDi> 
promJshig  opponent  of  evezy  attempt, 
on  the  part  of  Congress,  to  abolish  slav- 
ery in  the  District  of  Columbia,  against 
the  wishe3  of  the  slave-holding  states; 
and  also  with  a  determination  equally 
decided  to  resist  the  slightest  interfer- 
ence with  it  in  the  states  where  it  ex- 
ists." And  he  dosed  his  address  with 
inroHng  the  ohoieest  of  bksrings  upon 
onr  Woved  country. 

The  condition  of  commercial  and  bos- 
iness  affairs,  at  the  beginning  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren's  presidency,  was  critical 
and  nlnrmiTig.  The  removnl  of  the  de- 
j)osiis,  the  specie  circular,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  surplus  revenue,  had, 
it  was  believed,  brought  about  this  dis- 
tressing state  of  things ;  and  mereantila 
men,  in  genera],  gave  ezpfreaaion  to  the 
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opinion,  that  the  only  effectual  remedy 
for  the  evils  affectinf;  the  carrencv  and 
comraercijl  exchanges  was  to  be  found 
in  the  eatablishment  of  a  national  bank. 
Failures  began  to  occur  in  every  quai"- 
ter.  Daring  tbe  fizst  tiiree  w«elcB  in 
April,  two  Irandred  and  fifty  houses 
stopped  payment  in  Kew  York.  In 
New  Orleans,  during  two  days'  time, 
houses  stopped  payment,  owing  an  ag- 
gate  of  $27,000,000 ;  and  in  other  cities 
simiiai*  evidences  were  given  of  the 
storm  that  had  bui-st  over  the  country. 
The  demands  upon  tbe  banks  increased 
rapidly;  they  oonld  not  keep  their 
notes  in  ciienlation;  the  alarm  grew 
into  a  panie;  and  a  general  mn  was 
made  upon  the  banks.  On  the  10th 
of  May,  all  the  banks  in  Kew  York 
stopped  specie  payments;  and  on  the 
16th,  the  letrislature  authorized  this  step 
on  the  part  of  the  banks,  to  last  for  one 
year.  The  banks  6i  odiw  states  speed- 
ily followed  the  example  of  those  of 
New  York;  and  tSl  classes  of  the 
commnnity  gloomily  anticipated  wide- 
spread ruin  and  beggary  as  the  resnlt 
of  this  distresaing  state  of  commercial 
affaire. 

On  tlie  3d  of  May,  a  numerous  meet- 
ing of  merchants  and  bankers  in  New 
York,  appcMnted  a  depntation  to  pro- 
ceed to  Washington  and  request  the 
president  to  resdnd  the  specie  eiieolar, 
to  defer  commencing  suits  upon  nnpaid 
bonds,  and  to  call  an  extra  session  of 
Congress;  and  the  committee 
stated,  that,  "  under  a  deep  im- 
pression of  the  propriety  of  confining 
our  dedaratiouis  within  moderate  limits, 
we  affinn,  that  the  Talneof  onr  real  es- 
tate has  within  the  las*  six  months  do* 


predated  more  than  $40,000,000  ;*  ... 
that  within  tlic  same  period  a  decline 
of  $20,000,000, has  occurred  iu  our  local 
stocks ;  .  .  .  that  within  a  lew  weeks 
not  less  than  twenty  thousand  iudivid- 
nals,  depending  upon  their  daily  labor 
fat  thieir  daOy  bread,  have  beeii  dis- 
ehaxged  bytiidr  empIOTers  because  the 
means  of  retaining  them  were  exhaust- 
ed ;  and  that  a  complete  blight  has  fal- 
len upon  a  commmiity  heretofore  so 
active,  enterprising  and  prosperous." 

Other  towns  and  cities  followed  the 
lead  of  New  York,  and  sought  relief  at 
the  hands  of  the  ezecatiye;  bat  Mr. 
Van  Burea  declined  acting  npon  their 
petitions,  andonly  consented,  with  reluc- 
tance, to  the  calHng  an  extra  session  of 
Congress.  His  proclamation  to  this  ef- 
fect was  ksued  on  the  15th  of  May,  and 
Congress  was  summoced  to  aieet  on  the 
first  Monday  in  September,  on  account 
of  "  great  and  weighty  matters  daiming 
their  consideration."  The  interval  was 
hugely  occapied  in  crimmati(»ui  and 
recriminations,  by  the  opponent  and 
upholders  of  the  administration,  as  to 
where  the  blame  rightly  rested  for 
the  deplorable  state  into  which  the 
currency  and  business  of  the  country 
had  fallen. 

The  extra  senion  was  began  on  the 
4tb  of  September,  and  it  became  eri* 
dent  at  once,  ftom  the  tone  of  the  pres- 
ident's  message,  thatno  reCef  was  to  be 
looked  for  from  the  government.  He 
ascribed  the  state  of  things  to  over- 
trading speculation,  fostered  and  stini' 


*  A  grert  ai  dailmiif9lln«aaaR«d  la  Nott  T«k 

in  December,  1885,  when  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
nino  buildings  wer«  ooosuxned,  and  property  was  dc- 
sfaojad  to  ttniunoMit  of  mora  than  IM^SOO^SOft 
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nlated  by  the  banfai^  and  avowed  his 
belltif,  that  all  the  government  could 
do,  or  was  designed  to  do,  was  to  take 
coie  of  itself ;  and  that  it  could  not  be 
expected  to  legislate  with  reference  to 
the  monetary  afOura  of  the  people.  The 
most  importimt  reeomnifliidatioa  wliich 
Mr.  Van  Bnien  made,  was,  ibat  tiiA 
govemnient  should  for  the  fature  keep 
its  money  in  its  own  hands,  by  the  in- 
strumentality of  the  scheme  of  a  sub- 
treasury,  or,  as  it  was  called  by  its  sup- 
j  porters,  the  independent  treasur)-;  so 
that  there  should  be  an  entire  and  to- 
tal separation  of  the  bnmneeB  a&d  fbnds 
of  fhc  govenmieat  from  thoBO  of  the 
banks. 

Hie  finance  committee  of  the  Senate 
presented  £onr  bilb ;  one,  for  suspend- 
ing the  payment  of  the  fourth  instal- 
ment of  the  surplus  revenue  to  the 
stfites ;  a  second,  for  authorizing  the  is- 
sue of  treasury  notes  equal  to  any  defi- 
ciency which  might  be  felt  in  the  treas* 
my,  vith  an  addition  of  $4,000,000,  by 
way  of  reservB ;  anotber,  for  the  ezten;- 
\  edon  of  ihe  indnlgwioe  in  the 

I    1837.   p^yjjjgQf;  Qf  revenue  bonds ;  and 

a  fourth,  for  the  organiaation  of  the 
Bub-treosury  system. 

This  last  proposal  caused  no  little 
excitement,  both  in  and  out  of  Con- 
greiis,  for  it  was  looked  upon  as  a  direct 
aaaanlt  npon  the  entire  credit  system, 
and  a  aeheme  to  destroy  all  the  banks. 
Yet  it  passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of 
twenty-KLX  to  twenty ;  but  in  the  House, 
it  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  a  hundred  and 
twenty  to  a  hundred  and  seven.  Oth- 
er matters  were  debated,  but  nothing 
of  moment  was  done,  except  authorizing 
the  issue  of  $10,000,000  in  treaanzy 


notes,  foot  the  immediate  wants  of  the 
government.  The  session  closed  very 
unsatisfactorily,  on  the  16th  of  October. 

On  the  4th  of  December,  CJongress 
again  assembled,  and  the  president  sent 
in  his  firbt  annual  message.  It  contained 
varions  matteis  of  pnUio  interest  and 
eonoem;  ba^  as  was  to  be  eoqpeeto}, 
the  chief  matter  which  came  under  dia- 
cusaion,  was  the  sub-treasury  scheme. 
Mr.  Calhoun,  in  the  Senate,  supported 
the  views  of  the  administration,  while 
on  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr. 
Webster  exerted  their  great  powers 
against  the  plan  proposed  for  a  treasury 
hank.  In  tiie  progress  of  the  debate 
the  bill  was  ecmridwably  modified,  and 
adanseprohiUtingthereodptof  bank-  j 
paper  in  payment  of  goviexmnent  dnes  \  i 
was  struck  out ;  and  thus  amended,  it  j  i 
passed  the  Senate,  in  June,  by 
the  scanty  majority  of  twenty- 
seven  against  twenty-five.   Ko  sooner,   ■ ! 
however,  was  it  presented  in  the  llouse,  , 
than  it'was  met  by  a  motion  to  lay  it 
on  the  table,  wMeh  in  the  end  pfevait 
ed,1)y  a-vote  of  ahnndred  andtw^ty-  I 
five  to  a  hundred  and  eleven.  j  j 

Among  the  acts  of  t  he  session,  we  may  j 
note  here ;  the  granting  pre-emption   i  | 
rights  to  actual  settlers ;  ^tablishing   ;  j 
the  territory  of  Iowa ;  authorizing  sev-   ' » 
era!  works  for  internal  improvements,  in 
the  way  of  light-hoats  and  beacons,  the  ' 
navigating  of  certsin  nven  in  Flofida, 
and  the  like ;  appropriating  money  for 
suppressing  Indian  hostilities;  author* 
iadng  the  printing  the  IMadison  papers ; 
etc   The  cgtablL-hment  of  a  national 
bank  was  suggeattid,  but  not  so  as  to 
bring  on  a  debate  concerning  it.  And 
the  following  resolution,  respecting  the 
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specie  circular,  passed  the  Senate,  by  a 
vote  of  till rty-f our  to  aiup,  and  the 
I  other  Iloase,  by  a  hundred  and  iifty-one 
to  twenty-seven: — *^ JRescXntedf  That  it 
shall  not  be  lawftal  for  the  aacntary  of 
iihe  treaavry  to  maiicfl,  or  cootizHie  in 
fomse,  any  general  order  whiek  shall 
create  any  difference  he^&en.  the  dif- 
forent  branches  of  revenue,  as  to  the 
money  or  medium  of  payment  in  which 
debts  or  dues  accruing  to  the  United 
States  may  be  paid." 

The  EloamflAirar -was  Stall  in  progresB, 
and  proved  a  sonxve  of  great  trouble 
and  almost  incredible  expense.  The 
removal  of  the  Indians  was  a  setded 
1     measure,  (p.  380,)  and  when  they  proved 
reluctant,  '  jlli'^ion.s  naturally  followed. 
The  war  with  the  Seminoles,  began  in 
December,  1835,  and  lasted  for  five 
years.   Some  of  the  ablest  men  in  the 
army  were  sent  agaxnst  ^om,  as  Scott, 
Jeesnp,  Taylor,  Worth,  and  otibiOfs;  but 
led  on  bysneh  ehiefi  as  OBoeoi|%  Jmnp- 
er,  and  TigeivTaa],  and  witli  a  oonntiy 
'  j  abounding  in  swamps  and  marshes^  ez- 
i  1   tensively  fatal  to  the  whites,  they  re- 
sisted every  attempt  to  subdue  them. 
No  treaty  stipulations  were  regarded 
by  them,  and  they  seized  every  occar 
non  to  Inflict  severe  blows  upon  the 
Americans.  More  than  onoe  they  re* 
puked  with  great'  loss  snperior  nnm> 
bei^.   In  Jnly,  1836,  General  JesBup 
officially  amtomeed  the  war  at  an  end, 
yet  next  season  it  was  carried  on  as 
j     actively  as  ever.    In  March,  1837,  the 
1     same  general  proceeded  so  far  as  to  ne- 
j    gotiate  a  treaty,  which  stipulated  that 
[    aU  hostilities  were  to  cease,  and  that 
byihe  lOtii  of  April,  all  the  Indians 
wen  to  be  at  Tampa,  witih  tiicor  funi- 


hes,  ready  to  be  transported  io  their 
new  country.  But  the  treaty  was  not 
fulfilled,  and  the  war  went  on.  The  cap- 
tare  of  Osceola,  and  lus  death  in  Janu- 
ary, 1838,  did  not  termmate  hostilities. 
In  May,  1889,  the  ehi^  agreed  to  re> 
tire  below  Pease  Creek,  in  Florida,  re- 
moval being  impoesible ;  but  in  the  fol- 
lowino^  J\ily,  the  Indians  broke  the 
trt  rit} ,  riTid  the  war  began  afresh.  Blood- 
hounds were  obtained,  at  considerable 
cost,  from  Cuba,  to  the  disgust  of  civil- 
ised men,  eveiy  where ;  but  they  proved 
of  DO  avail  in  hunting  LkdianSb  The 
United  States  had  under  nam  nearly 
nine  ^onsand  men,  and  the  cost  of  the 
waresceeded  considerably  $1  ,000,000, 
It  wai  not  till  the  year  1842,  that  an 
entire  cessation  of  troubles  in  floxida 
took  place.* 

In  the  Senate,  M.r.  Preston,  of  South 
Carolina,  introdnoedrescilnlioavinfhvor 
of  tlie  amieiallcm  of  Tezss,  bnt  they 
did  not  )<soeive  nnieh  attentkm  al  the 
time.  Tli<  i n  tependence  of  the  Tsman 
republic  had  been  recognized  in  the  last 
year  of  Jackson's  administration,  (see 
p.  402,)  and  it  was  the  earnest  do^aire 
of  the  inhabitants  of  Texas,  as  wel]  ;u 
of  many  in  the  United  States^  that  it 
should  be  added  to  tiie  Union.  On 
I3ie  9th  of  July,  1838,  the  twenty-Mh 
Congress  dosed  its  second  sesBUMtf 

An  attonpt  at  revolvtioniiing  CSafr 


*  For  tha  portioulan  in  nlatioo  to  tibbirir,  we  must 
rcftr  tt*  twder  to  Gapt^n  J.  T.  Spnguo's  "  Orijfin, 
rroyreM,  and  Omdtuion  ^  tiU  Florida  Vof."  New 
York,  1848.    Pp.  667. 

t  Tho  United  8tat«  ezploiiog  ezpeditkm  to  tha 
South  Seas,  under  Lieutenant  Wilkes,  with  six  Teaaela  j 
aod  a  ooqts  of  sdeotifio  usistants,  set  «dl  in  Aoguit^ 
ISM. 
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adama  made  in  the  Uljter  pvt  of  ISftT, 
and  quite  a  number  of  the  citi/^na  of 
the  United  States  sympathized  with  the 

movement,  and  were  ready  to  gire  it 
assistance.  Mackenzie  in  Upper,  and 
Papineau  in  Lower  Canada,  were  the 
adive  spirits  in  this  revolt,  and 
various  bodies  of  Americans 
joined  Hind  rebels,  so  that  it  qpeedilj 
beesme  evident^  tlmt  colSnim  woiild  era 
long  take  place,  in  which  oar  coimtiT^ 
faith  and  honor  wera  involved.  A  par- 
ty of  Americans,  some  seven  hundred 
strong,  nnder  Van  Rensselaer  of  Albany, 
took  possession  of  Navy  Island,  in  the 
Niagara  River,  about  two  miles  above 
the  falk.  Colonel  M  .Nab,  with  a  body 
of  militaa,  was  posted  opposite  this 
island,  with  instmotions  to  watch  the 
insnigents,  and  not  to  ■violate  the  Amer- 
ican  territory.  Finding  that  most  of 
the  supplies  for  the  island  were  con- 
veyed by  a  small  steamer,  named  the 
"  Caroline,"  from  a  landing-place  on  the 
American  side,  called  Fort  Schlosser, 
!M'Nab  despatched  some  of  his  militia 
in  boats,  to  take  or  destroy  her.  This 
thej  accomplished  in  the  i^ddle  of  the 
night  of  this  SlOth  of  December,  after 
a  short  bat  desperate  straggle,  in  which 
they  Idlled  or  drove  oat  of  the  vesBel 
all  the  c^Wy  and  having  set  it  on  fire, 
let  it  drift  down  the  rapids  and  over 
the  Falls  of  Niagara.  But  the  act,  how- 
ever to  be  regarded  in  itself,  having 
been  committed  on  American  territory, 
caused  no  little  excitement  in  the  Unit- 

On  the  Mh  of  Jannaiy,  1888,  the 
president  issned  a  proclamation  against 
all  peraons  engaged  in  snch  nnlawful 
sehemes  |is  the  inFasion  of  Canada,  und 
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exhorted  them  to  aliandon  thiir  designs 
or  expect  to  soflbr  the  consequences. 
General  Soott  was  sent  to  the  frontier 

to  assume  command,  and  the  insurgents, 
on  the  14th  of  January,  evacuated 
Navy  Island,  giving  up  the  arms,  can-  • 
non,  stores,  etc   Van  Rensselaer  was 
arrested,  bat  released  on  bail 
Other  sttempts,  howerer,  of  a 
similar  character,  were  made  at  Detroit, 
Sandusky  Bay,  and  the  north-eastern 
end  of  lsk»  Ontszio.   Vaiions  acts 
of  outrage  were  committed  during  the 
year.   In  November,  an  attempt  was 
made  to  take  Prescott,  in  Upper  Can-  i 
ada,  but  failed,  and  about  a  hundred 
and  iifty  American  citizens  were  cap- 
tared  and  taiken  to  Kingston,  to  be  triad 
by  conrt  mardal  The  British  anthor* 
ities  deslt  mom  lemently  witii  tiiem 
than  they  deserved,  the  greater  portion 
of  them  being  pardoned,  a  Tsry  few 
suffering  death. 

The  concluding  session  of  the  twen- 
ty-fifth Congre^  began  on  the  8d  of 
December,  1838.  Few  acts,  however, 
of  general  interest  were  passsed.  The 
Seminole  war  reqnired  new  appropriar 
lions,  and  it  was  found  tiiat  the  expeoses 
&c  exceeded  any  preybus  ca]^ 
eolation  on  the  sailed  An 
act  was  passed  abolisbbg  ii^prison- 
ment  for  debt  in  certain  eases;  and  a 
sharp  discussion  took  place  upon  a  series 
of  resolutions,  forbidding  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  slavery  question  into  Con- 
gress. The  public  lands  question  was 
again  diseoBsed,  as  also  were  proposi- 
tions for  abofishiDg  the  salt  tax  and  the 
fishing  boonties.  Difficulties  lespeot* 
ing  the  much  yeaoed  topic  of  the  north- 
eastern boondaiy  seeming  to  require  it^ 
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llie  prndent  liad  addHaonal  pov«iB 
^ven  him  for  the  defence  of  the  United 
States.   On  the  3d  of  Memsb,  1889,  ilus 

Congress  expired. 

The  pr^ideut's  course  not  having 
been  such  as  to  please  many  of  those 
who  were  members  of  the  democratic 
party,  the  elections  began  to  show  a 
fiilUng  o^  as  respected  the  admimstnip 
ticm,  and  an  increaaed  efficiency  on  the 
part  of  the  opposition.  Vigorous  ef- 
forts wei  e  made  on  both  ndes  to  obtain 
tiie  majority  in  Congress,  and  the  re- 

  suit  showed,  that  the  democrats 

had  a  small  majority  of  ni em- 
bers elect,  leaving  out  of  view  the  five 
or  six  New  Jersey  members,  whose 
seats  were  contested.  This  question 
eoold  not  bnt  exdte  mnch  mterest  in 
view  of  the  final  settlement  of  it  Bat 
there  was  another,  growing  out  of  the 
alarm  ai^  djstress  still  existing  in  re- 
gard to  the  currency,*  which  was  await- 
ing the  meetincT  of  Congress,  from  whom 
some  rehef  was  earnestly  looked  for. 

The  twenty-sixth  CongreAi  as,'*eml)lcd 
on  the  2d  of  December,  Ibii'd;  when, 
in  tiie  HouBS^  a  not  Tsiy  owditablA  dii* 
pute  arose,  and  was  protracted  fbr  three 

*  Tlie  New  York  banks  resumed  specie  payments  on 
Uie  leth  of  Mftj,  183a  In  ^^arcb  of  this  jcar,  Mr. 
Bidlto  walgiied  the  presidency  of  the  United  States 
B(in1<  of  Pennsylvania,  wliich  soon  titer  fell  into  diffl- 
euKks.  On  the  9th  of  October,  it  suspended  specie  pay- 
moDli^  nd  Hi  wittBpl*  WM  IbDoiMl 
and  west  of  Now  York,  and  by  those  of  RhoJe  Island. 
Jlr.  GmUstin,  «a  lerkwing  thedtsasters  of  this  time  of  em- 

hMTMBmillt, JwHj '  "HMniVMftttDiTWMldiS* 

regard  of  all  consif^crations  of  prudence  on  the  part  of 
the  maoAgers  of  banks,  as  regarded  the  safety  and  in- 
tnMla  «r  fhB  fhwduMan,  tnd  of  flw  piAtts  is  !«• 

dpiaitBaBd  hoMpT?  of  theJr  Issues,  and  of  the  buMncss 
community  geoeraUy,  as  interested  in  having  the  circu- 


weeks^  as  to  the  ri^t  to  seats  of  "the 
New  JeEsey  memban.  TlieBe  five  gen- 
tlemen were  whigBi  and  had  certificates 
of  their  election  under  the  seal  of  the 

state;  but  it  was  contended,  that  they 
were  not  elected  by  majorities  of  the 
votes,  and  so  were  not  duly  entitled 
to  seats.  On  the  16th  of  December, 
B.  IL  T.  Hunter  was  elected  speaker, 
and  the  Honse  was  oiganiaed  on  the 
Slat  Hie  president^  message  was  re* 
oeiTsd  on  the  24th.  The  committee  in 
charge  of  the  New  Jersey  question 
made  a  report  in  July,  18-40,  which 
gave  rise  to  an  angry  debate.  The 
whigs  refused  to  vote ;  but  the  question 
was  decided  by  the  rest  of  the  House 
in  £avor  of  the 'democratic  claimants, 
which  gave  the  administration  a  major- 
ity,  thoogh  too  late  in  the  session  to  be 
of  any  service. 

Early  in  December,  1839,  a  whig 
convention  was  held  at  Harrisburg,  in 
Pennsylvania,  to  select  candidates  for 
the  coming  presidential  election.  Three 
names  wei'e  laid  before  the  convention, 
Henry  Clay,  General  Hanison,  and 
General  Winfidd  SoMt  *  Darnel  Web- 
ster had  withdrawn  the  contest 
Appearances  at  first  were  all  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Clay,  who  received 
a  majority  of  votes  (both  by  heads  and 
by  states,)  over  each  of  the  other  can- 
didates, but  not  a  majority  of  the  votes 
of  the  convention.  Bui  itl'ter  confer- 
ences, public  and  private,  and  various 
ballotings,  by  a  final  ballot  the  post  of 
honor  was  given  to  General  Hairison, 
who  recdved  a  hmidred  and  fbrty-eight 
votes,  while  Clay  had  but  ninety,  and 
Scott  sixteen.  John  Tyler,  whom  we 
have  seen  a  candidate  for  the  vioe-pres* 
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idencj  at  the  last  preoeding  election^ 
was  mumimoosly  adopted  by  the  con- 
vention for  the  same  honor  again. 

Tho  democratic  convention  met  at 
Baltimore,  on  the  5th  of  May,  1840, 
and  re-nominated  Martin  Van  Baren  for 
president,  leaving  the  (^aestioa  of  tiiie 
vice-presidency  open.  Colonel  Johnaon 
and  Polk  were  ^erallynained  iat 
support. 

The  financial  aspect  of  the  country 

occupied  the  principal  part  of  the  pres- 
ident's message.  The  reader  will  find 
it  interesting  as  well  as  profitable  to 
examine  iU  statements,  and  weigh  the 
views  and  opinions  of  the  preeident. 
One  passage  we  may  ^uote  as  contain^ 
ing  covnsel  Taloahle  at  all  times  to  oar 
citiaens.  "  Let  it  be  indelibly  engraven 
on  our  minds,"  says  Mr.  Van  Buren, 
"that  relief  is  not  to  be  found  in  ex- 
pedients. Indebtedness  can  not  be  less- 
ened by  borrowing  more  money,  or  by 
changing  the  form  of  the  debt.  The 
balance  of  tirade  is  not  to  be  turned  in 
our  fK7ot  by  creating  new  demands 
upon  08  abroad.  Onr  enrrency  can  not 
be  improved  by  the  creation  of  new 
banks,  or  more  issues  from  thoee  which 
now  exist.  Although  these  devices 
boiutriimes  appear  to  give  temporary 
relief,  they  almost  invariably  aggravate 
the  evil  in  the  end.  It  is  only  by  re- 
trenchment and  reform,  by  curtailing 
public  and  private  eicpenditores,  by 
paying  onr  debts,  and  by  reforming 
onr  banking  system,  that  we  are  to  ex- 
pect efibetnal  relief  security  for  the  fu- 
ture, and  an  enduring  prosperity." 

The  independent  treasury  system  was 
long  and  ably  di^^cn^sed  during  the  ses- 
sion, and  the  promment  speakers  and 


debaters,  on  both  sidesi  set  forth  tho 
advaatsges  md  disadvantages  of  the  I 

plan  with  great  fulness  of  detail.  The 
bill  pjiased  both  Houses  by  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  1840,  and  on  the  4th  of 
the  month  received  the  president's  sig- 
nature and  bemae  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  chief  proviuons  were,  that^  after 
the  80th  of  Jmie,  onfrfonrlh  of  all  pay- 
ments to  the  United  States  were  to  be  1 1 
made  in  gold  and  silver  only, 
and  so  on,  annually  from  that 
day,  one-fourth  more,  until  after  the 
30th  of  June,  1843,  the  entire  amount 
of  the  revenues  of  every  description, 
including  payments  at  the  postK>fficp, 
would  be  reodvaUe  in  specie  alone. 
And  nmilarly  with  regard  to  payments 
made  by  the  United  States.  Fonr  per- 
sons were  very  soon  after  the  passage 
of  the  bill  appointed  receivers-general  j 
of  the  public  money,  for  four  years.  j 
A  bankruptcy  law  was  introduced  I 
by  Mr.  "Webster,  and  carried  through  j 
the  Senate,  but  it  was  laid  upon  the  | 
table  of  the  othsr  House  by  a  vote  of 
a  hundred  and  one  to  eightyHoine^  The 
gradnation  of  prices  for  public  lands 
was  again  attempted  in  vain ;  an  issue 
of  $5,000,000  more  of  treasury  notes 
was  authorized;  and  on  the  2l8t  of 
July,  Congress  a^jouiucu.^ 

*  SoDW  diangM  te  tiM  aSKaA  vukj  Ijm  W  oaNkL 

In  1838,  James  BL  Paulding  was  made  secretary  of 
the  tttTj  in  the  pla43e  of  Mr.  Dickeison,  who  resigned 
in  the  (Mmtt 7«ir;  FaBz ChnniAf  vaeebvd  Om  iHora^- 
gennralship,  which  had  been  relinquisbod  hj  Mr.  But. 
)er ;  and  in  the  foUowing  year,  on  Mr.  Qruiic^'s  raig- 
natidB^  Henrj  D.  OOpiD  mm  wppakML  Aam  Ecn* 
dan,  in  1840,  gave  up  tho  ]K>5toffioe,  and  Jolin  M.  N'I(s 
reoeired  iL  Here,  too,  we  may  atate  in  passing,  that 
the  poUie  dtH  irbMi  me  emliDetiiyeD  BanaTe  aD> 
cc^ioQ,  and  in  1839  exceeded  $ll,Oon,noo.  wniaAml 
to  nearly  f^OOO^OOO  doriitg  the  year  1840. 
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The  nxdi  deoennial  cqobos  was  taken 
during  {he  year,  and  the  resnlt^  on  the 

1st  of  June,  1840,  was  as  follows: — 
White  males,  7,249,266 ;  white  females, 
6,930,842 ;  free  colored  males,  192,550 ; 
free  colored  feraale&,  199,821;  slaves, 
niiilr^  l;24u,408  ;  females,  1,240,805  ; 
making  a  grand  total  of  tlie  population 
of  the  United  States,  (iadading  seamen 
in  the  national  service),  17,069,453. 

The  prendential  election,  daring  tiie 
autumn  of  1340,  gave  rise  to  unprece- 
dented excitement,  and  more  time  and 
attention  wore  bestowed  upon  politics, 
and  the  numerous  questions  at  issue 
between  the  two  parties,  than  probably 
had  ever  been  the  case  at  any  previous 
time.  There  was  hardly  a  definable  lim> 
it  to  the  conventions,  the  iiieeehes,  the 
l)oIitical  pamphlets,  the  newspaper  en- 
l^eering,  on  the  thousand  topics  which 
were  brought  forward  and  debated  at 
the  time.  The  democratic  party  hoped 
to  re-elect  Mr.  Van  Buren :  the 
whigs  were  enthusiastic  in  their 
efforts  to  secure  the 'election  of  their 
candidates.  The  result  was,  that  Gen- 
eral Harrison  and  John  Tyler  received, 
eadu  two  hundred  and  thirty-four  votes; 


Ibitin  Van  Buren  received  8bcty<«ix 
votes,  and'  lUcfaaid  H.  Johnson  forty* 

eight.  Consequently,  Harrison  and  Ty- 
ler were  elected  president  and  vio» 
president  of  the  United  States. 

Congress  met  on  the  7th  of  Decem- 
ber; but  the  session  was  not  produc- 
tive of  any  results  of  moment.  An- 
otiier  iasne  of  treasury  notes  was  au- 
thorised; varibos  approprtations  were 
made;  and  manj  schemes,  whicb  had 
already,  'been  much  talked  of  in  Con- 
gress,  were  debated  anew..  The  ma^ 
ter  of  most  interest,  especially  for  the 
promise  it  c';:^v('  of  wliat  might  be  done 
under  the  next  administration, 
was  a  resolution  proposed  by  ***** 
Henry  Clay,  for  the  repeal  of  the  sab- 
treasury  lav.  The  Senate,  liowever,  re- 
jected the  resolution.  On  the  Sd  of 
March,  1841,  the  session  closed,  and 
with  it  the  administration  of  Martin 
Van  Buren,  He  came  into  office  by  a 
very  large  vote  ;  the  people  denied  him 
a  re-election  by  an  equally  large  vote 
against  him.  It  I'emaiiis  to  be  seen 
whether  the  hopes  of  those  who  e(Fect- 
ed  tins  change  in  the  adnunistration 
were  to  be  gratified  or  not. 
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Ttf  Mithmtnt  of  a  natioual  bank  —  Actioa  ia  Congre»*  on  th«  rabjeot— Th«  «ub-tf«ftaury  repealed  —  The  £ac*1  I 
bMk  tflfrirlWwl— "BV  bill  vetoed  by  Tyler — Farther  attempt— 1b«  {K^dent  eonaolted  and  hia  approbation  | 
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—  Action  ia  CongrcM  — The  premdential  oandiJates^Reaolt  of  the  contest —  PoIV  and  Dalln?  '"cuted  —  Ln*t  ' 
aeaiioa  of  Congreea — Tyler's  meaaaga  — Tba  joint  rcaolatiMW  toe  the  amuxation  of  Texaa — truapeot  of  fatara 
tzntUa'CkMofTyiw^adiDlabtntioa. 


DuBixa  the  month  of  February,  Gen- 
eral Harrison  reached  the  city  of  Wash- 
mgton,  and  on  the  4th  of  March  was 
inaugurated  as  the  ninth  president  of 
the  United  Stat^  The  ceremonies 
were  impodng;  vonsnaL  entimnagm  pre- 
vailed; and  liigh  hopes  were  en- 
tertained, that  the  new  pceaip 
dent  T-  (  111  1  he  ahle  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office  in  snch  wise,  as  to 
meet  the  wishes  and  ox-ppotntions  of  his 
conntrj'men.  Hi3  InauguivLl  address 
was  veiy  long,  bat  full  of  interest  nev- 
ertheless ;  and,  as  became  the  position 
in  which  he  was  placed,  he  dweH  aA 
length  upon  the  topics  which  had  been 
00  Iblly  dkmiaaed  dming  the  eanvaai^ 
and  respecting  whidi  he  now  renewed 
the  pledges  whichwere  naturally  looked 
ior  at  his  hands. 

The  cabinet  choaen  by  General  Har- 


rison was  an  able  one,  and  promised 
well  for  the  administration  of  affairs,  i 
Daniel  Webster  was  appointed  secre- 
tary of  state ;  Thomas  Ewing,  secretary 
•of  the  ti-easuryj  John  Bell,  seci*etary 
of  war;  Geoi^  H  Badger,  seoretaiy 
of  the  navy ;  fVaneis  Granger,  posfaDiaa* 
tei«^6Deral;  and'  John  J.  Orittendeo, 
attMn^-geofival ;  the  Senate  having  at 
once  confirmed  all  the  nominations.  . 
Other  vacancies  were  filled  np  without 
delay.    And  a  proclamation  was  issued 
on  the  17th  of  March,  summoning  Con- 
gress together  for  an  extra  s^sion,  on  > 
the  Slet  of  the  following  May.  i 
.And  this  was  an  that  Hanuon  was  I 
permitted  to  da  Dioogh  advanced  m 
years,  his  physical  abiEty  seemed  to  ^ 
give  pfomise  of  energy  and  power  of  ! 
endurance;  bnt  the  haraRoiing  iuih  of  ' 
the  government  soon  proved  too  moch 


Digitized  by  Google 


for  hk  strengtli.  He  was  heaet  with 
office  seekers;  lie  was  anxioas  to  grati- 
fy the  numerous  friends  and  supporters 
who  flocked  about  him ;  he  gave  him- 
self incessantly  to  public  business ;  and 
at  tho  close  of  the  month,  he  was  lying 
on  a  sick  bed.  On  Sunday,  the  4th  of 
April,  pnenmoDia  having  set  in,  his 
brief  career  as  preaident  was  brought 
to  its  cloee.  Wa  last  words,  spoken' 
after  he  had  ceased  to  be  conscious  of 
immediately  surrounding  things,  as  if 
addrejising  a  successor  or  associate,  wero 
th^e :  "  Sir,  I  wish  you  to  undei-stand 
j !  the  principles  of  the  government.  I 
wish  them  carried  out  I  ask  nothing 
more." 

Thb  being  the  fixst  instance  of  a 

president  dying  while  in  office,  it  pro- 
duced a  feeling  akin  to  dismay,  and 
wid ('-.spread  concern  was  felt  as  to  what 
I   would  result  from  so  severe  a  dispensa- 
I   tion  of  God's  providence.    To  the  party 
1   who  had  elected  Harrison,  it  was  a  ter- 
rible blow ;  for  with  him  at  the  head 
of  afbin,  they  were  sore  of  being  able 
to  cany  on  the  government  to  general 
I  satis&otion.  But,  as  respected  the  man 
rhOf  by  coostitutiond  provision,  now 
WQB  to  occupy  the  executive  chsdr,  the 
whig  party  had  grave  and  not  unnatu- 
ral doubts  and  perplexities.  John  Tyler 
had  been  placed  on  the  ticket  without 
much  thought  or  care  as  to  his  political 
principles  and  consjetency,  or  hia  ezeco- 
tive  abOily,  once^  in  tiie  post  of  vice* 
president  these  were  points  of  compar- 
atively little  moment.  Wh^  however, 
by  Harrison's  death,  he  was  suddenly 
j !  placed  ia  tlie  presidential  chair,  with 
'  the  whole  term  of  four  years  before 
I  \  him,  the  dominant  party  experienced 


all  ibid  pains  of  uncertainty,  as  to  tiie 
cooise  which  lyier  would  pursue  cn 

the  many  and  great  questions  wherein 
he  If  ould  be  called  upon  to  take  part. 

John  Tyler  arrived  at  Washington, 
on  the  6th  of  AprD,  and  at  once  assem- 
bling the  heads  of  depai-tments, 
requested  them  all  to  continue 
UL  the  exerdse  of  the  fbnctibns  they 
had  been  charged  with  by  his  prede- 
cessor.  He  th^  for  the  sake  of  pre-  | 
ventinsf  all  occasion  of  future  trouble,  ! 
took  and  subscribed  a  new  oath  of  office 
before  the  chief  judge  of  the  circuit 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  and 
assumed  the  presidency.   On  the  7th, 
the  fbneral  of  General  Harrison  took 
place;  and  was  attended  by  a  prodir 
gioQS  concourse  of  people  from  every 
quarter  of  the  Union,  who  forgot  pai"ty 
distinctions,  and  heartily  joined  in  doing 
honor  to  the  lamented  dead.   The  14th  ' 
of  May  was  recommended  by  the  new  ( 
president  as  a  day  of  fasting  and  pray-  ' 
er,  and  it  was  universally  observed 
throughont  the  conntry,  giving  an  op- 
poitanity  fbr  the  ezpreaacn  of  sonow 
for  the  deoeased  Harrison,  and  of  the 
profoond  sense  of  the  instability  of  hu- 
man greatn^s  inspired  by  his  death. 

Two  days  after  this  aflecting  solem- 
nity, Mr.  Tyler  i^ued  an  address  to  the  J 
people  of  the  bnited  States,  in  which 
he  briefly  set  forth  hb  views,  and  gave 
utterance  to  sentiments,  which,  though 
not  vny  nnamb^roondy  ocpreised,  still 
proved  generally  satiafiMJtory.  It  was 
hoped,  by  the  prominent  membeiB  of 
the  whig  party,  that  he  would  co-ope- 
rate with  the  majority  of  Congress,  in 
carrying  out  the  views  and  desires  of 
those  by  whom  ho  had  been  elected. 
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The  twenty-wvetitli  CbngresB  met  for 
an  extra  sesnon  on  the  81sl  of  May, 

aiid  Mr.  Tyler's  message  was  sent  in  the 
followin!,'-  day.  Of  thv  foreign  relations 
of  the  Uuiou,  a  very  satisfactory  account 
was  given.  A  treaty  with  Portugal  had 
been  duly  ratified.  The  daims  upon 
Spain  seemed  in  a  &ir  way  of 
bdngsetliled.  TheHrLeodbnai- 
neas  was  progressing  to  a  conclusion.* 
Speaking  of  dom^tic  affairs,  Mr.  Tyler 
said ;  "  "VVe  hold  out  to  the  people  of 
other  countries  an  invitation  to  come 
and  settle  auiong^t  us,  us  members  of 
our  rapidly  growing  family;  and  for 
the  bleesings  whieh  we  offiar  them,  we 
leqiiure  them  to  look  vpon  oar  country 
as  their  oouitiy,  and  to  mute  with  hb 
in  the  great  task  of  preeerriiig  our  in- 
stitutions, and  thereby  perpetuatii^  our 
liberties."  The  allusions  to  a  national 
bank,  and  to  the  inexhaustible  subject 
of  internal  improve monta,  contained  in 
the  message,  were  so  ambiguous,  that 
from  tliem  notiung  cf  the  prendoit^ 
real  inteitioiu  could  be  divined.  The 
whig  poity,  however,  believed  him  to 
be  with  them  on  thoee  points ;  notwith* 
stttnding  there  were  reasons  to  doubt, 
respecting  Air.  Tyler's  course  on  the 
questions  at  issue  at  the  time. 
The  report  of  the  secretaiy  of  the 


*  In  Jmiary,  1841,  Atexwider  JTLeod,  of  Uppw 
Outtda,  being  in  K««r  Tork  ott  hiitiiMW,  ma  inwlsd 

by  the  authorities  at  Lockport,  on  the  charge  of  baving 
been  a  participator  in  tbe  bunung  of  Uw  f?irfflHntt, 
(see  p.  411.)  Much  enlteBunt  pivfuh^  imA  moA 
trouble  sccnie<l  likely  to  grow  out  of  the  matter.  Tbe> 
gnadjttiyf jund  a  biU  against  IfLeodAHrmarditr}  and 
lai  trial  took  pl\ce  in  October.  tattaoMj  for  aD 
concerned,  an  alibi  was  proved.  IfLcod  was  allowed 
to  ntum  bome^  and  thk  MHixce  of  difficulty 


treasmy,  sent  with  the  message,  warmly 
recommended  the  establishment  of  a 
national  bank,  as  likely  to  "produce 
the  happiest  results,  and  confer  lasting 
and  important  benefits  on  the  country." 
The  preeideut  \sns  understood  to  be 
friendly  to  ihe  plan,  and  Mr.  Ewing,  on 
the  invitation  of  botii  Hovaesy  Teported, 
about  ihe  middto  of  Jmie,  &  draft  of  a 
bill  for  the  establishment  of  "The  Fis- 
cal Bank  of  the  United  States."  In  its 
business  details  this  scheme  did  not  dif- 
fer widely  from  the  old  plans ;  except 
in  two  features,  which  it  was  understood, 
were  introduced  by  the  president  hii:: 
sd^  and  which  wane  designed  to  obvi-  j 
otetlieoonstiintionalobjeetioiia.  They 
were,  the  proposal  to  inooipo-  ' 
rate  the  bank  in  the  District  of 
Columbia,  where  Congress  had  the  pow- 
er of  a  state  legislature;  and  to  give 
the  bank  power  to  establish  branches 
only  in  such  states  as  should  assent  to 
it  by  their  legidlatures.  There  were, 
of  comaef  inserted  many  provisions,  by 
which  it  was  hoped  tiiat  the  abnaes  and 
comiptikma  alleged  or  proved  against 
the  former  banks  would  be  prevented. 

This  draft  was  referred,  in  the  Senate,  i 
to  the  select  coraTnitteo  on  the  currency,  i 
of  which  Henry  Clay  was  chairman;  • 
and  at  the  end  of  ft  week  a  report  was 
presented,  concluding  with  a  bill,  agree- 
ing witili  ihe  secretary's  in  aihnost  every 
part;  differing  from  it  chiefly  on  mat- 
ters of  detail,  respeding  the  manage* 
ment  of  the  bank,  and  its  method  of 
doing  business ;  but  differing  also  from 
it  on  the  subject  of  the  conditions  of  j 
establishing  branches  in  the  several  < 
states.  j 

Mndi  debate  was  had  on  this  point,  j 
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and  a  compromiBe  was  at  ]aat  eflbetedf 
hy  which  it  was  hoped  Ihe  oonffieting 

ojdnions  miglit  be  harmonize  J,  and  the 
question  be  settled.  The  bill  pa^ed 
by  twenty-six  to  twenty-three  in  the 
Senate,  and  by  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
eight  to  ninety-seven  in  the  House ;  and 
on  the  0th  of  August  was  sent  fur  the 
president's  approvd.  From  ihe  6fih  to 
the  16th  of  Angast)  Mr.  l^Ier  letamed 
the  hiU^  and  the  excitement  through 
the  oountry  was  prodigious .  The  "White 
House  was  thronged  with  visitors,  of 
all  shades  of  political  opinion,  all  anx- 
ious to  know  whether  the  approval 
would  be  withheld,  all  ready  to  give 
advice  upon  the  matter.  On  the  9th 
of  August,  the  law  by  ▼hich  the  anb- 
toeasoxy  was  established  was  repealed, 
hy  a  vote  of  a  hundred  and  thirty-fbur 
to  eighty-seven ;  and  the  whigs  warned 
and  entreated  the  vacillating  occupant 
of  the  j)residential  chair,  not  to  disaj>- 
point  the  expections  of  the  party  and 
the  country  generally. 

On  the  IGth  of  August,  however,  the 
bill  was  returned  vetoed,  for  reasons 
set  Ibrtik  in  his  message.  The  whigs 
were  furious;  the  opposition  hoped  to 
gain  advantage  from  the  result.  The 
bank  question  was  the  main  i^stie,  and 
as  it  could  not  be  carried  without  Mr. 
Tyler's  aid,  the  whigs  smothered  their 
mortification,  and  set  to  work  to  ar- 
range a  bimk  on  such  a  ImmIs  as  the 
president  would  n3t  veto  it.  Two  prom- 
inent membeis  of  Gongress,  Mbbbtb. 

Berrien  and  Sergeant^  wmted 
*****  on  Mr.  Tyler,  and  ascertained 
his  wishes,  and  a  >_nll  w<i.a  prepared,  on 
the  1 9tli  of  August,  which,  to  make  all 
sure,  was  submitted  to  the  president 


through  the  seeretary  of  state,  approved 
by  him,  and  retained.  On  the  20th, 
Mr.  Sergeant  introduced  it  into  the 
House,  as  an  amendmoit  to  some  bill 

then  pending  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole ;  and  after  due  debate,  it  passed 
on  the  23d,  without  the  alter.ntir>n  of  a 
word,  by  a  vote  of  a  hundred  and  twen- 
ty-five to  ninety-fbnr.  In  proof  of  th^ 
anxiety  of  Congren  to  meet  the  w jMies 
of  the  president^  it  may  be  mentioned, 
that  in  this  bill  the  institution  was  not 
entitled  a  bank  at  all ;  but  "The  Fiscal 
Corpoi-iloz.  cf  the  United  States." 
The  Senate  passed  it  without  amend-  i 
ment,  on  the  3d  of  September,  by  twen- 
ty^seven  to  twenty-two. 

John  Tyler,  having  kept  llie  Mil  six 
days,  though  as  above  stated,  he  had 
already  approved  it,  made  certain  sfan^' 
ing  words  of  Mr.  Botts,  respecting  the 
"heading  of  Captain  Tyler,"  and  his 
currying  favor  with  the  locofocos,  an 
excuse  for  changing  his  mind ;  and, 
strange  to  say,  on  the  9th  of  September, 
he  vetoed  this  bill  also.  The  strength 
of  the  party  was  not  sufficient  to  carry 
it  by  a  two-thirdls  vote,  and  so,  of  conrae^ 
it  was  lost. 

Two  1:1}  3  afterwards  the  cabinet  re- 
signed, with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Web- 
ster,* and  on  the  13th  of  September, 
wlieu  the  scsalon  closed,  the  whig  mem- 
bei-s  of  Congress  issued  an  address  to 
the  people,  giving  an  account  of  their 
action,  in  terms  &r  fixm  complimentary 
to  Mr.  lyiw.  P^iaps,  for  the  inter* 


•  In  their  places,  Mr.  Tyler  diose  Walter  Fonvani, 
secretaiy  of  the  treasury;  John  CL  Spencer,  secretary 
«f  WW,  AhA  v.  Upafanr,  Mcretary  of  the  navy ;  C.  A. 
Wicklifle,  rf^Rhnaater^enml ;  and  Hoj^  8. 14fin> 
aUomej-gcncraL 
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«bIb  of  the  party,  it  would  have  been 
1)€tter  not  to  hm  gone  to  this  lengtli, 

at  this  time.  , 

Brief  as  this  extm  session  was,  it  was 
one  of  the  most  impoitaut  under  the 
a'iTninistratioii  of  John  Tyler.  Provi- 
eiou  wiis  made  for  the  widow  of  Gene- 
ral Harrison,  as  a  durable  testimony  of 
regret  at  his  Bsdueadeoeaae;  aloaaof 
|12f000,000  was  anthorued,  for  the 
pmpoBe  of  ooTezmg  the  deficit  mider 
Van  Barents  administration;  a  proTi- 
nonal  tariff  aefe  laid  as  much  as  twenty 
per  cent,  on  many  articles  admitted  free 
by  the  compromise  tariff;  a  uniform 
system  of  bankruptcy  was  established; 
and  an  act  wius  passed  granting  rights 
of  pre-emption  as  to  the  pnbBo  Wds, 
and  providing  fbr  tlie  dktribntion  of 
the  proceeds  from  land  sales  amongst 
the  states,  substantially  in  aooordance 
with  Mr.  Ghiy's  plan.  Seventy-five 
acts  were  passed,  the  veto  power  was 
twice  exorcised. 

The  elections,  during  the  snramer  and 
antumn,  resulted  on  the  whole,  unfavor- 
ably to  the  whigs,  and  'renewed  the 
hopes  of  the  danoerats  that  ISi.  Tyler 
xdght  advaaoe  thdr  views  to  a 
greater  extwt  than  those  of  the 
party  whidi  had  elevated  him  to  power. 
The  second  session  of  the  twenty-sev- 
enth Congress  began  on  the  6th  of  De- 
cember, and  continued  until  the  31st  of 
August,  1842,  being  the  longest  se^ion 
of  tiie  national  legislature  that  had  ever 
yet  ocenrred.  A  very  large  amoniit  of 
public  business  was  transacted,  time 
haviug  been  passed  no  fewer  than  two 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  acts.  Besides 
these  l^ilLs  and  the  discussion  arising 
oat  of  them,  Ocngreas  was  ocenpied  in 


1841. 


this  session  1^  a  thousand  and  ninety- 
«ght  reports,  and  above  three  hundred 

other  bills,  not  passed.  There  were 
about  a  hundred  private  bills  ready  for 
final  passage  in  the  Ilou-se,  but  retained 
till  the  next  session,  because  the  Senate 
was  so  much  occupied  by  the  treaty  of 
Washington  and  other  momentous  mat- 
tets.  Tlie  president  put  his  veto  to 
fbur  bilb  tli&  aesaion;  whidi  of  oonise 
ooeasioned  much  debate  and  many  pro- 
testSi 

Instead  of  a  bank,  Mr.  Tyler  sug* 
gested  a  "board  of  control,"  but  Con- 
gref«  would  not  agree  to  any  such  plan. 
The  tariff  formed  the  leading  topic  of 
discussion,  and  alter  the  president  had 
vetoed  two  bilb  on  this  subject,*  he 
approved  a  third,  which  onutted  the 
provision  in  the  fbmufr  for  distribnticm 
of  the  proceeds  of  the  public  lands 
among  the  states.  This  was  on  the 
30th  of  August,  1842. 

Another  banking  sclicmc  originated 
with  Mr.  Tyler,  and  was  called  "the 
exchequer  plan."  It  proposed  to  ais^ist 
the  operations  of  the  govern- 
ment by  establishing  a  board 
of  excheqner  hi  conneetaon  with  the 
treasury  department ;  and  it  was  calcQ- 
lated  that  its  bills  would  be  so  eagerly 
sought  for  by  the  public  creditoi-s,  tliat 
the  issue  would  in  a  short  time  reach 
the  amount  of  $15,000,000,  which  was 
to  be  the  nrndrnvm;  and  that  $10,- 
000,000  would  thereby  be  added  to 
the  available  means  of  the  treasofy 


*  John  Qolncy  Aduna,  on  this  occasion,  prepared  • 
report,  in  which  a  sharp  and  dcscnred  rebuke  was  ad- 
minisUnd  to  John  Tyler  for  his  having,  during  the 
last  fifteen  months,  strangled  legislation,  "bj  the  fire 
repeated  atrieture  of  tb«  exe«atiro  card." 


ita*. 
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Without  eost  or  diaige.  Eavorable  le- 
pottBirae  made  npoa  this  plan  in  1)o11i 

Houses,  and  in  each  a  "bill  to  establish 
such  a  board  was  introduced ;  but  the 
plan  was  not  rul  j  V  ed  "by  Confess. 

Before  Congress  adjourned,  tlie  Sen- 
ate Wiis  called  upon  ratify  a  very 
important  treaty,  usually  known  as  the 
trMty  of  Washington.  Danid  Web- 
ster iraa  the  n^jotktor  on  the  part  of 
the  United  Stato^  and  in  behalf  of 
Great  Britain,  Lord  Aahburton  arrived 
at  Washington,  as  special  minister,  on 
the  4th  of  April,  1842.  Besides  the 
boundary  question,  which  had  been  so 
long  in  dispute,  there -were  other  matters 
of  no  small  moment  to  be  discussed, 
and  if  posaible  aetfled  now;  <»ie,  the 
indemnifieatioa  or  !*  atonement"  dne  on 
the  ground  of  the  Eolation  of  the 
United  Stated  territory  when  Ihe  Cai 
oline  was  destroyed,  and  for  that  vessel, 
if  it  were  not  proved  that  its  owikt 
liad  acted  in  conjunction  witli  the  insur- 
gents on  Navy  Island ;  and  another, 
the  riglit  of  search  ckiuicd  and  enforced 
by  the  British  cruisers,  as  to  ships  sus- 
pected of  being  daveni  which  arose 
near  the  end  of  the  jaieceding  year.* 

When  Lord  Ashbnrton  undertook 
the  duties  of  canying  on  the  n^;otiap 
tion?,  m ratters  proceeded  at  a  much 
more  rapid  rate,  and  in  a  far  more  sat- 
isfactory manner  than  before.  The 
"Cai'oline"  business  was  soon  dispatch- 
ed. .  The  other  points  were,  the  north- 
eastern botmdarj,  the  right  of  search, 

*  ^nils  subject  bad  been  largely  discussed  bchroen 
Ur.  SteraiMKm,  the  American  minister,  and  Lords  Palm- 
mtoB  and  Aberdeen.  Mr.  Stevenson  asserted  as  un- 
questionable, tb&t  the  right  of  search  woidd.  In  no 
CMt^  besabmittsd  to  by  the  Uoitod  Statcsi. 


mntoal  extradition  of  fbgitives  fixmi 
justice,  and  the  taking  of  measures  Son 
the  more  efifectnal  snpineasion  of  the 

slave  trade. 

On  the  0th  of  August,  1842,  four 
months  aft<ir  tlic  arrival  of  Lord  Ash- 
builoD,  the  labors  of  the  negotiators 
were  brought  to  a  successful  conclusion, 
and  the  treaty  of  Washington  ragned. 
By  this  treaty  the  bonndary  betweentiie 
State  of  Mune  and  the  Btitishprovinces 
was  at  length  definitdy  settled.  On 
the.  whole,  though  more  or  less  objec- 
tion wa55  made  to  the  final  arrangement^ 
it  was  regarded  as  fair  and  just 
by  sensible  and  reasonable  men 
on  both  sides  the  Atlantic.  The  navi- 
gationof  iheBiTerSt.  Johnwas  dedared 
free;  all  grants  of  lands,  on  whicherer 
aide  of  the  bonndary  line  Haey  might 
1  ,  were  to  be  held  Talid;  and  '^he 
United  States  agreed  to  satisfy  the 
claims  of  tlic  States  of  Maine  and  Mas- 
sachusetts, out  of  its  share  of  the  "  dia> 
puted  territory"  fund. 

By  tho  eighth  article,  it  was  stipu- 
lated, that  Great  ]&ntain  and  America 
shonld  each  maiptain  <m  the  coast  of 
Africa,  a  sufficient  squadron  or  naval 
force,  carrying  not  less  than  eigh^ 
guns,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  sepa* 
rately  and  respectively  the  lawei,  right£i, 
and  oldigations  of  the  two  countries  for 
the  suppression  of  the  slave  trade,  Ati- 
other  article  of  the  treaty  provided  for 
the  redprocal  c^trtiditien  of  tho  fugi- 
ttyes  from  jnsticef  an  arrangement  ev> 
dently  of  importance  to  the  wel&re  of 
both  eonntries.  The  Senate  ratified 
this  treaty  by  a  majority  of  thirty*nine 
again<?t  nine.  Senator  Benton  being  one 
of  the  minority;  and  the  bill  for  car* 
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fjrng  tiie  treaty  into  ^fect  passed,  in 
the  followiag  session,  with  tlie  equally 
emphade  aasuit  of  both  Houses  of  Goih 

gi*es3. 

Khode  Island,  having  become  restive 
under  itcj  aucieut  charter,  f^ranted  by 
Charles  11.,  passed  an  act,  in  January, 
1841,  calling  a  conTmtion  in  the  fot 
lowing  November,  in  order  to  taaoB 
a  state  constitution.  This  had  been 
attempted  in  1824  and  1884,  without 
saccess.  The  "suf&'age  party,"  com- 
posed of  those  who  advocated  the  right 
of  suflrafje  without  resrard  to  the  lejj'al 
right  under  the  old  charter  (which  re- 
quired po^ession  of  a  freehold  estate, 
valued  at  $134),  held  a  meeting  at 
Ftovidenoe,  and  fiamed  what  wn  call- 
ed the  "people's  oonstltiitloo,"  which 
was  doly  ratified  in  ihe  mamier  provid- 
ed by  it.  The  other  convention  met 
at  the  time  appointed ;  framed  a  con- 
etitnfi(n!  in  February,  1842,  which,  on 
being  submitted  to  the  ])eople,  was  re- 
jected by  a  small  majority.  The  fmf- 
frage  party,  in  April,  chose  Thomas  W. 
Dorr,  governor,  and  elected  a  legialar 
tore.  The  ''kw  and  order  party,"  as 
it  was  caUed,  eleeted  Samuel  W.  King, 
governor,  and  zedsted  tiie  foooeedings 
of  Mr.  Dorr  and  his  supporters.  Great 
excitement  was  the  consequence,  and  a 
bloody  struggle  seemed  to  be  at  hmd. 
Dorr  ejicaped  arrest  and  left  the  state ; 
but,  retuniing  in  May,  1843,  he  en- 
trenched himself,  wi&  about  seven 
himdred'  men,  on  a  hill  in  Chepachct, 
with  five  pieces  of  artillery.  A  large 
force  was  called  out;  the  insnigents 
deserted  Dorr,  who  was  taken  and  con- 
victed  of  treason;  a  new  constitution 
was  duly  adopted ;  and  Dorr,  who  had 


been  sent  to  state's  prvKm,  was  leleased 

in  1815. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  the  last 
session  of  tlie  twenty-seventh  Congress 
commenced.  In  his  message,  after  con- 
gratulations on  the  completion  of  tiie 
treaty  of  Washington,  Mr.  Ty- 
ler  said:  ^It  would  have  fiuv 
nished  additional  cause  for  congratiila- 
tioD,  if  the  treaty  could  have  embraced 
all  subjects  calculated  in  future  to  lead 
to  a  misnnderstanding  between  the  two 
governments.  The  territory  of  the 
United  States,  commonly  called  the 
Oregon  Territory,  lying  on  the  Pacific 
Ocean,  north  of  the  forty-second  degree 
of  latitude,  to  a  portion  of  which  Great 
Britain  lays  claim,  begins  to  attract  the 
attention  of  our  feUow-dtizens;  and 
the  tide  of  population,  which  has  re- 
claimed what  was  so  lately  an  unbroken 
wUdemess  in  more  contiguous  regions, 
is  preparing  to  flow  over  these  vast  dif?- 
tricta,  which  stretch  from,  the  Kocky 
Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean.  In 
advance  of  the  requirement  of  individ- 
ual r%hts  to  these  lands,  sound  policy 
dictates  that  every  effiut  should  be  re- 
sorted to  by  tiie  two  govemmenta,  to 
settle  their  respective  claims.^'  This  is 
the  first  public  notice  of  the  "  Ot^gsm 
question,"  although  for  twenty  years 
past  it  liad  been  more  or  less  before 
the  eyes  and  in  the  thoughts  of  states- 
men, at  home  aud  abroad. 

A  continued  deficit  of  $5,000,000 
was  announced,  in  speakiug  of  Um  fi- 
nances. The  remedying  of  the  defects 
of  the  tariff  net  was  urged  upon  Con- 
gress, and  it  was  sngg^ted,  that  the 
warehousing  system  might  be  advanta- 
guoasly  adopted.  The  ezohequer  plan 
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iras  Bgah.  oommended  to  tke  notice  of 
t'    ]  r  islatui  e.  and  ezponnded  at  great 

lengtli ;  and  the  embarrassed  state  of 
tlie  pu])llc  oredit,  wliioh  arose  from  the 
deticit^  from  "  the  utter  and  dijja^trons 
failure  of  the  United  States  Bank  of 
Pennsylvania^"  and  fixim  the  "  repudia- 
tion" of  their  debts  by  sevend  states, 
was  appealed  to  as  a  reasoa  for  imme- 
diate atteation  to  tiie  subject. 

The  proceedings  of  this  session  were 
not  of  much  moment  Considerable 
excitement  arose  out  of  the  question 
relative  to  Orec'o!!,  and  it  vras  attempt- 
ed to  be  iLsed  hirgcly  for  the  purpose 
of  making  ])olitical  capital.  The  j)re.s- 
ideut  informed  Congress,  that  he  was 
about  to  enter  into  negotiations  with 
Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  of  term- 
inating the  jopt  occupation,  and  fixing 
tbo  bonndarj  on  mutually  satisfactory 
terms;  yet  a  bill  was  brought  into  the 
Senate,  and  carried  by  a  ma- 
jority of  one,  for  taking  pos- 
session of  the  whole  of  the  disputed 
territory,  the  title  of  the  United  States 
to  which  it  declared  was  cei-tain,  and 
would  not  be  abandoned.  The  Houae, 
howevoiV  refbsed  its  ooneurrence.  On 
the  8d  of  March,  1848^  the  session 
dosed ;  baving  provided  the  means  of 
future  intercourse  between  the  United 
States  and  the  government  of  China,* 
and  Laving  also  passed  an  act  to  test 
the  practicability  of  establishing  a  sys- 
tem of  electro-magnetic  telegraphg. 
In  May,  Mr.  Webster,  resigned  his 

*  Mr.  Caleb  Cushing  was  appointed,  in  May,  1843, 
comniBsioner,  for  tb»  innjioM  of  procoedtQg  to  CMm, 
■nd  opening  negotmliaaB  wifli  its  gomrnnent  Ho 
dil  so,  and  succcedod  in  arranging  and  geitltng  with 
ttu  emperor  of  OhiiW)  a  Toy  valtiAble  tzcatj. 


IMS. 


itat. 


poat,  which  led  to  other  changes  in  the 
cabinet  The  elections  duiii^  the  au- 
tumn proved  generaJlj  adverse  to  the 

administration,  and  seemed  to  presage 
a  return  of  the  tide  in  favor  of  the 
democrats;  and  when  the  twentv-eiffhth 
Congiess  assembled,  on  the  4th  of  De- 
cember, although  the  whigs  were  in  a 
majority  in  the  8«wt^  tiie  oppodtion 
elected  th«r  candidate  tor  speaker  by 
a  vote  of  a  hundred  and  twenty-e^ht 
to  fifty-nine  *  Mr.  Tyler,  in  his  mi 
asserted  the  American  claim,  in 
reapect  to  Oregon,  to  the  paral- 
lel of  54"  40'  north  latitude,  but  stated 
that  no  effort  would  be  spared  to  effect 
a  mutually  satisfactory  settlement  of 
the  question  with  Great  Britain.  The 
position  of  matters  in  regard  to  Teitas 
was  discussed  at  length;  the  finances 
were  spok^  of  qnite  fully ;  a  disquisi- 
tion OD.  currency  in  its  various  ramifica> 
tiong  was  furnished ;  and  a  number  of 
recommendations  on  subjects  of  mo* 
ment  were  made. 

There  was  not,  however,  much  busi- 
ness of  general  interest  transacted  dur 
ing  the  sesnon.  A  number  of  private 
and  local  acts  were  passed ;  appropriar 
tions  were  made  fm  carrying  on  the 
government,  for  internal  improvements, 
and  the  like;  laws  regulating  the  man- 
agement of  the  territories  were  enacted, 
etc. 

John  T^ler,  anxious  to  distinguish 


*  !nie  whig  mcmbets  protested  against  the  right 
to  seato  of  flw  owinbas  cbded  from  Nov  Hampsblrc, 
Georgia,  Mississippi,  and  Missouri,  on  the  ground  that 
tbey  had  not  boea  elected  in  conf::>mr:ty  with  the  Mt 
(tf  tbo  last  CoogtCKi  Ibo  luajurity  would  DOtaOoW 
the  protest  to  bo  read,  and  tfas  meiubm  ctoiming  tmtti 
took  tbem  aooordingly. 
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himself  by  sometliiDg  of  moment  to  the 
country,  had  sought  with  eagerness  to 
bring  about  the  annexation  of  Texas ; 
and  a  treaty  to  this  effect  was  arranged, 
in  Apri],  1811,  between  the  secretary 
of  titate  and  the  couimissionei'B 
on  tiie  part  of  the  repaUic  of 
Texas.  The  Somtei  liowerer,  rejected 
this  tareaty,  on  the  Stib  of  June,  by  a 
vote  of  iliirty-five  to  sixteen.  ISIr.  Ben- 
ton, immediately  nft  r  the  rejection  of 
the  tio.itv,  introduced  into  the  Senate 
a  bill  for  the  annexation  of  Texas,  pro- 
vided the  consent  of  Mexico  were  first 
obtained;  and  the  president  ^sent  a 
message  to  the  House,  aimoimcing  the 
retinal  of  the  Senate  to  ratiQ^  hk  treaty, 
in  a  maimer  whidi  indicated  his  deore 
that  some  meaaore  would  be  devised 
there  to  accomplish  his  object.  But 
the  Ilonsc  did  not  gratify  him  in  his 
wish:  and  Senator  Benton  took  occa- 
eiou  to  express  a  rathei*  general  feeling, 
when  he  denounced  John  Tyler's  effoi-t 
in  thid  wiae  to  grasp  at  a  chance  of  re- 
election, as  *^a  ^nd,**  "a  base,  wicked, 
miserable  presidential  intrigne^"  "orig- 
inating in  tiie  most  vicious  pnipoae,''  and 
"  prosecuted  for  the  most  knavish  con- 
clusions;" whilst  the  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  t]ic  Senate,  involved  in  Ty- 
lers ^le^.saixe,  he  regiirded  ;vs  an  insult- 
ing vi<,>lation  of  the  Constitution,  which 
deserved  impeachment.* 


*  Tbe  riM  and  prognw  «f  that  Ktnngtt  I 

Momn'iii^^m,  <U>'-i;rvcs  fuller  consideration  than  we  cm 
bere  givo  it.  Jos^b  Smith,  with  bi^  band  of  one 
tiiooaiiid  two  hundred  liaUowcn^  la  1838,  InlfiHoori; 
with  bis  thousands  in  Illinois,  in  ISJO;  the  miirdir  of 
Smith  and  his  brother  in  prison  bj  a  mob,  in  Julj, 
Ito;  «ndtfi««xpBlBioaof  tt»  Iwted  aeet  from  UK- 
nois,  and  tlidr  i'!nl<rral!on  beyond  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tHD6  \  where  now  (18^7)  thej  preseot  •  &ODt  of  aimed 


The  national  w.&ig  convention. met  at 
Baltimore  on  the  1st  of  May,  and  with 
great  enthusiasm  nominated  Ileni-y 
Clay  and  Theodore  Frelinghuyscn  for 
I)residcnt  and  vice-president.  The  demr 
ocratic  convention  met  at  the 
same  place,  on  the  3?ih  of  May, 
and  afbw  a  number  of  hallotings  l>e- 
tweea  the  names  of  Van  Bnren,  Gaa^ 
Johnson,  Callioini,  took  a  new  man, 
James  Polk,  who  received  the  nomi< 
nation  for  the  prpsidency.  George  M. 
Dallas  was  placed  on  the  same  ticket 
for  vice-president.  The  annexation  of 
Texas  and  the  claim  to  the  54°  40'  pai  - 
aUel  for  the  honndaiy  of  Oregon,  were 
among  the  chi^  lasnes  presented  in 
connection  vifh  the  approaehuig  con* 
tcs  t.  Mr.  lyier  was  nominated  1^  some 
friends  for  reflection;  but  soon  after 
finding  his  prospects  liopoless,  he  with- 
drew, and  published  an  address,  wliich 
concluded  by  saying :  "  I  appeal  from 
the  vituperation  of  the  present  day  to 
the  pen  of  impartial  history,  in  the  f uU 
confidence  that  ndther  my  motms  nor 
my  acta  will  bear  the  uiterpretaidon 
which  has,  for  sinister  pnrposes,  bean 
placed  npon  them." 

The  e.invfiss  was  animated  and  excit- 
ing to  a  high  degree,  and  the  result 
wa.s  its  follows;  Mr.  Polk  and  Mr,  Dal- 
las received  one  hundred  and  seventy 
electoral  votes ;  Mr.  Clay  and  Mi-.  Fre- 
linghuysen,  one  hmidred  and  five;* 

rclicllion  and  resistance  supj;cstjv'c  of  no  b'glit  erik  in 
the  future;  these  arc  points  which  the  reader  may 
look  into  with  ndrBntaga  It  ta  •  strange  thing  that 
a  viJo  itniRistiirc  like  tliis  should  prevail  in  our  day. 

*  The  whigs  dwrgod,  that  their  defeat  was  owing  to 
fin  fliet  of  a  large  and  weaMaa^  amoant  of  Sbga] 
voting  in  wkms  parli  «f  flw  cwmtiy  \if  tbrir  9gB9> 
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consequently  tlie  former  -vrere  declared 
duly  elected  president  and  vice-presi- 
dent of  tlie  United  St;ites. 

Congress  met,  for  its  closing  se^sionj 
on  the  2d  of  December,  1844.  TLo 
principal  topic  of  the  lasfr  message  of 
Mr.  ly^er  was  the  aonezattQii  of  Tex;^i<, 
respecting  wliidk  he  said:  "a  oontrol- 
ling  majority  of  the  people,  and  a  large 
majority  of  the  stal;^  have 
declared  in  favor  of  immedi- 
ate annexation.  Instructions  hnvt-  thus 
come  up  to  both  branches  of  Congress, 
from  their  respective  constituents,  in 
teniui  the  most  emphatic.  It  is  the  will 
of  hoih  the  people  and  the  states^  that 
Texas  shall  be  annexed  to  the  Union 
prompdy  and  immediately.'*  The  finan- 
cial statement  showed  a  great  improve- 
ment, it  being  estimated  that  a  surplus 
of  $7,000,000  would  remain  in  the 
treasury  at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year. 
The  message  closed  with  some  self-con- 
gratulatory words  on  accomit  of  his 
repeated  nae  of  the  veto  power,  and 
the  approbation  which  he  believed  the 
people  to  have  mamfested  in  his  be- 
half. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  1845,  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  a  vote  of 
a  hundred  and  twenty  to  ninety-eight, 
passed  a  series  of  resolutions,  to  the 
effect  that  Congress  consented  to  the 
tgia,  erection  of  the  territory  "  in- 
clnded  within  and  rightfully 
belonging  to  the  Bepnblic  of  Texas" 
into  a  new  state ;  and  to  the  oonatmo- 
tion  of  a  repablican  fi)tm  of  govern- 
ment by  a  convention,  according  to  the 
usual  j)lun,  as  we  have  seen,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  admitted  into  the 
Union.    The  uaaal  cessions  of  public 


property  to  the  general  government 
were  made ;  and  it  wa*?  provider!,  that 
other  states  might  be  formed  out  of  the 
territory,  as  was  customary  with  areas 
of  considerable  extent  when  first  ad- 
mitted into  the  Gonfed»atioQ.  The 
Senate,  some  weeks  later,  adopted  the 
joint  resolntions,  by  a  vote  of  twenty- 
seven  to  twenty-five ;  and  on  the  Ist  of 
March,  they  reoeiTed  the  approval  of 
the  president. 

Texas  thus  Ijecame  an  integral  part 
of  the  United  States,  although  neces- 
sarily the  final  arrangements,  and  the 
settlement  of  the  difficulty  growing  out 
of  the  oompIaintB  and  menaces  of  Mex- 
ico, were  left  fbr  fdtnre  oonflidwatioB. 
AU  diplomatic  attempts  thus  &r  to  in- 
duce Mexico  quietly  to  yield  to  the 
necessity  of  the  case  had  failed,  and 
there  was  room  to  expect  hostilities  on 
the  Bouth-westem  frontier.  How  the 
succeeding  administration  dealt  with 
this  whole  matter,  wo  shall  see  in  our 
next  chapter. 

Other  proceedings  of  the  sesaon  we 
need  not  dwell  upon.  Various  appro* 
priatioDS  were  made ;  an  act  was  passed 
by  which  Florida  was  admitted  into  the 
Union ;  a  bill  (vetoed  l>y  3Ir.  Tyler) 
forbidding  liim  to  build  revenn'^  fiit- 
t<»r3  at  his  discretion,  avsus  passed  by 
more  than  a  two-thirds  vote,  and  thus 
became  a  law;  and  an  appropriation 
bill  fbr  oertam  harbors  and  rivers,  sent 
to  the  paieaident  just  at  the  dose  of  the 
session  was  retained  by  him,  and  thus 
disposed  of  by  what  was  styled  a 
"  pooket-vcto."  On  the  3(1  of  .March, 
the  twenty-eighth  Congrt  ss  tei-minat*;d, 
and  Mr.  Tyler  also  retired  from  the 
office,  which  he  had  attained  by  one 
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haman  afl&drs  are  more  or  less  depend- 
ent.   His  administratioa  must  speak 
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for  iteelf;  we  have  neither  time  nor 
space  at  command  to  enter  into  any 
review  of  it. 
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F0LX*8  ADUIiriSTBATXOV:   TWO  TXABS. 

Im  ugantlon  of  James  E.  Polk — Hk  cnbinet —  John  Tyler  and  Tezu  mattera— Annention  completed — The  Oregoo 
qae»Uon  —  TV*  n«tn».  it,  jUa^vt*— EKcitement  od  the  rabjeet — The  tweaty-ninth  CongreM — Mr.  Polk's  inea«ig« 
— Debate  ou  mm  vngon  qavmioa— HegotUUons  wHh  SngUwd— SetUenont  of  the  queetiou— Qe&erai  Taylor 
on  the  Bio  Oraode — Oornmecoement  of  boeUBtiea — Deelantkm  of  war — New  tartff  MB,  ete.  — Sab-toManry 
again  e«tfllilis5icJ — Tlio  "VTilmot  proviso"  —  Otlier  nets  of  (he  Region — Sammnry  of  the  acta  of  the  Mcond 
aeaaion  of  the  twcatj-mnth  Congress  —  Aflfairs  in  Mexico —  Plan  of  the  campaign — Taylor  at  Point  Isabel  — 
B«ta*«f  Fil*Atto«> Batik «r  B«HMd«hPla]ii»--M«ilenwMvinM^  Bio  OnBda— Ihylor  mtan 
Matamoras — Sant«  Anna  and  his  proceedings — Trials  of  Taylor'!!  pnmtior — His  advance  on  Monterey — Severe 
oontcsU — Slonterc-y  tiilon  —  Armistice  agreed  upon  — General  WooI'b  march  —  Kearney  and  the  "army  of  tbo 
vest" — Koxr  Mex:  i  n  possession  of — Doniphan's  adTaoce  to  Cliihoahna — Fremont  and  Ida  MphiUa-" 
California  Uken — Taylor  bkiiMd  fo  asipaiidiqg  hoitilitiaa — Santa  Anna  aiid  Ua  ahdj — N«vpr^[ramm«  of 
attack  on  Mexico — Scottfs  maMona— Tiqfloi^  wmj  graitly  vaakened-'Maxtam  fim*  uneh  awre  anmcrooa 
—Taylor  makes  a  stand  at  Bmm  TM»— Hm  «dalmtad  Iwtde  ttf  Boan*  '^atft— Ikylair  viataff«w-*Hfa 
nftom  t»  tlM  UniUd  Btatai 


The  inaugoration  of  James  K.  Polk, 
ike  elerenili  president  of  the  United 
Statea,  took' place  on  the  4tii  of  Uarch, 
1845,  and  notwithstanding  the  day  was 
lowenng  and  rainy,  a  vast  coaooane 
assembled,  and  the  ceremonies 
were  striking  and  iinpressivc. 
The  Inaugural  address  was  lonry  and 
interesting,  ^nd  gave. expression  to  the 
sentiments  and  views  which  were  ex- 
peeled  from  the  vietorions  candidate  of 
the  democratic  party.  The  annexafwm 
of  Texas,  and  the  Oregon  qnestion, 
both  of  them  of  deep  interest  to  the 
welfare  of  the  Union,  and  our  relations 
with  Mexico  and  Gi-eut  Britain,  were 
spoken  of  quite  fully,  and  in  terms 

wkicli  commended  the  president's  plans 
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and  purposes  to  the  majority  of  the 
naticD. 

Idr.  Folk  immediately  made  choice 
of  his  cabinet  officers,  who  were  con- 
firmed at  once  by  the  Saiate.  James 

Buchanan  was  made  secretary  of  state: 
Kobei-t  J.  "VValker,  secretary  of  the 
treasury ;  William  L.  Marcy,  secretary 
of  war ;  George  Bancroft,  secretary  of  i 
the  navy;  Cave  Johnson,  postmaster- 
general  ;  and  John  Y.  Mason,  attomey- 
general. 

Mr.  Tyier^  anxiety  to  connect  his 
name  with  the  annexation  of  Texas, 
we  have  mentioned  already  (p.  423). 

The  matter  wfis  Imrried  forward  in  the 
very  last  days  of  his  ndniinLstration, 
and  GoDgreas  left  it  to  his  option  wheth-  i 
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er  the  aniioxatiou  should  be  accom- 
plislioil  l)y  trciity,  in  the  regular  man- 
ner (wliicli  would  have  given  the  glory 
of  it  to  Mr.  Polk  and  the  democrats), 
or  dtould  be  effected  immediately,  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  the  reaolatiras 
j   passed  at  the  close  of  February  (p,  4S4). 

John  Tyler  availed  himself  at  once  of 
I   the  opportunity  presented,  and  on  the 
i   3d  of  March,  dispatched  a  messenger  to 
i  deliver  to  Mr.  Donelson,  charg6  d'al- 
I   faires  to  Texas,  the  joint  resolutions  of 
■  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Teicas 
I  iILtoth6TT]liol^ia8trcletillg]umtocom- 
mtmicate  to  tiie  T«daa  goremment^ 
that  he,  llie  president,  had  made  choice 
of  the  alternative  of  immediate  annex- 
ation, instead  of  negotiating  by  treaty. 
As  might  be  expected,  Mr.  Tyler  re- 
ceived any  thing  but  praise  from  the 
democratic  party,  for  the  course  he  had 
pursued. 

On  the  part  of  Texas^  a  convention 
was  immediately  enmmonedi  and  on  the 
4th  of  July,  1845,  it  assented  to  the- 

joint  resolutions,  and  the  country  was 
thus  fioUy  incorporated  into  the  Union. 
The  president  was  requested  and  au- 
thorized to  lose  no  time  in  establishing 
a  line  of  frontier  ])osts  and  occupying 
any  exposed  posit  oiuug  tne  western 
border  of  the  new  a*ftte ;  and  an  "army 
of  occnpafloai,**  nnder  the  command  of 
General  T^hsaj  Taylor,  was  despateh- 

I  ed  for  its  defence.   On  the  2Gth  of 

'  JvUfy  a  body  of  United  Stxites 

tixx)ps  was  landed  at  Aransas 

'  Bay,  and  on  the  same  day  the  Amer- 
ican flag  was  first  hoisted,  by  authority, 

,  at  the  south  end  of  St.  Joseph's  Island, 
in  token  that  the  land  was  now  a  part 
of  the  great  republic  of  the  norA. ' 


General  Almonte,  the  Mexican  min- 
ister at  Wa-sliiugton,  had  demanded  his 
passports  on  the  6th  of  March ;  and  at 
the  begioning  of  the  following  month, 
the  Mexiean  government  refiised  to 
hold  any  farther  commvnication  with 
the  United  States  minister,  on  the 
ground  that  the  annexation  of  Texas 
was  an  act  of  war  against  Mexico ;  and 
it  was  distinctly  announced,  that  the 
rights  of  Mexico  would  be  inaiutaiued 
by  force  of  ai  ms.  Mattel's  remained 
in  this  imsettled  state  until  the  com> 
menoraosrat  of  hostilities  in  1840. 

Oregon  was  the  next  subject  of  im- 
portance before  the  administration.  It 
will  be  remembered,  that,  in  1818,  a 
convention  was  arranged  between  the 
governments  of  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britain,  for  the  joint  occupation 
of  this  region,  during  the  next  ten  years; 
and  that  by  a  second  convention,  iu 
1827,  this  arrangement  was  indefinitely 
prolonged,  with  the  provinon,  that  after 
the  SOth  of  October,  1828,  either  of  the 
contracting  parties  might  set  aside  the 
arrangement,  by  giving  twelve  months* 
notice  to  the  other. 

Mr.  Polk  had  been  elected  with  the 
nnderetanding  ^hat  he  would  insist  ujjoii 
the  54*40  jnuulkl  as  the  boundary  of 
Oregon,  (p.  423,)  and  that  uie  onited 
States  were  to  have  ''the  whole  or  none* 
of  that  vast  region.  Nevertheless,  h< 
felt  it  his  duty  to  renew  the  proposi- 
tions of  compromise,  which  had  previ 
ously  been  made,  by  which  tlie  forty- 
ninth  parallel  was  to  be  tlie  northern 
boundary  of  the  United  States  territory. 
Mr.  Buchanan,  in  July,  made  a  proposi- 
tion to  this  effect  to  Mr.  Pakenhara  the 
British  mimster;  but  it  wss  received 
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in  BO  vDsotisfiictory  a  maimer,  tlutt^  in 
his  next  oommunicatioD,  after  giving  a 
very  fnll  and  complete  resumi  of  the 
question  as  viewed  by  Lis  government, 
Mr.  Buchanan  withdrew  his  proposal ; 
preservinsr,  however,  the  conclliatoiy 
I  tone  of  his  first  statement,  and  express- 
ing the  h(>{)es  of  the  president  that  the 
controversy  might  be  soon  and  safely 
a^wted. 

Onr  readers,  most  of  tbem  certainly^, 
mil  remember  the  intense  excitement 
which  sprang  up  in  connection  with  this 
subject ;  and  had  there  not  been  a  strong 
conservative  feeling  in  the  bosoms  of  a 
large  portion  of  our  countrymen,  we 
might  have  been  engaged  again  in  a 
bloody  stitfe  with  Inland,  to  the  in- 
finite harm  of  both  ooontries,  and  to 
the  diagraoe  of  the  two  foremost  civ- 
ilized Christian  nations  of  the  world. 
Happily,  such  men'  as  Daniel  Webster, 
were  willing  to  exert  their  inflnence  to 
I  bring  about  a  settlement  on  terms  fiur 
and  honorable  to  l)oth  parties,  and  to 
repress  that  spirit,  more  or  less  ram- 
pant, which  wonld  lead  ns  to  battle  in 
A  canae  unworthy  of  onr  countrymen. 

On  the  lat  of  December,  1845,  the 
twenty-ninth  Congress  began  its  first 
seaaion.  Mr.  John  M.  Davis  was  elect- 
ed speaker,  and  the  president's 
message  was  receivt'd  tlie  next 

i 

I  day.  It  was  very  long,  and  eontained 
a  great  variety  of  reconiinendutious  on 
topicsof  interest  and  importance,  among 
which  Oregon,  and  the  state  of  onr  r^ 
lations  with  Mexico,  occnpied  a  promi- 
nent place.  Mr.  Polk  recommended  a 
revision  of  the  tariff  laws,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  reducing  the  rates  of  duty,  and 
aboliahiog  the  protective  system ;  and 


Us 


the  establishment  of  a  oonstitnttonal 
treasory  for  the  custody  of  the  public  , 
money, — the  employment  of  state  baaks  | 
as  depositories  being  in  efrect  the  con-  [ 
version  of  that  money  into  banking  cap-  j 
ital,  and  the  loaning  of  it  to  the  banks  ■ 
without  interest,  to  be  loaned  by  them 
at  interest  to  their  bonofwem,  The  em* 
pi   luent  of  steam  in  the  navy  was  also 
sni^iested;  and  .  a  glowing  pan^yiic 
was  pronounced  upon  Andrew  Jackson, 
who  died  on  the  8th  of  June,  1845^ 

The  question  relative  to  Oregon  was 
discussed  in  the  Senate  early  in  the  ses- 
sion, and  General  Cass  made  a  speech  ] 
looking  plainly  to  the  chances  of  war  ; 
with  England.  In  the  House,  Stephen 
A.  Douglas,  and  others,  advocated  aim- 
Oar  views  and  cLainu  in  respect  to  Ore* 
gon ;  and  at  the  same  time,  a  joint  re- 
solution  of  the  two  Houses,  giving  the 
requisite  notice  to  Great  Britfiin  for 
terminating  the  joint  occupation  of  the 
territory,  as  the  president  had  recom- 
mended, was  pressed  forward. 

The  excitement  of  the  debate,  and 
the  vast  variety  of  considerations  urged, 
some  pertinent  bnt  more  wholly  inelr 
evant,  we  need  not  attempt  to  describe. 
Fierce  appeals  were  made  to  popular 
passions,  and  to  judge  from  what  was 
said  on  the  floor  of  Congress,  there  ! 
would  seem  to  have  been  great  %vrongs  ! 
and  outrage  committed  by  England,  I 
which  could  be  atoned  for  only  by  blood 
and  by  extmaion  from  the  continent  of 
America.  Meanwhfle  n^odations  had 
been  recommenced  between  the  secre* 
tary  of  state  and  the  British  minist^, 
and  were  urged  forward  as  rapidly  as  , 
was  consistent  with  the  nature  oi  the 
subject. 
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On  the  23d  of  April,  1846,  the  jouit 
resoli^ion  authoriziug  the  president,  if 
he  considered  it  discreet  to  do  so,  to 
give  notice  to  Great  Britain  for  termi- 
nating the  joint  occnpatioii  of  Oregon, 
finally  paned  botli  Hoases  hy 
hrgji  majorities.  But,  happily, 
the  qnestion  was  settled  without  giving 

i  rise  to  any  collision  between  the  two 
countrieg.  Correspondence  wjis  active- 
ly carried  on  throngh  the  British  min- 
ister at  Waihiugton,  and  Ms.  M'Lane, 
the  American  minister  at  London ;  and 
at  length,  on  the  10th  of  June,  the 
Senate  was  oalled  spon  to  disenaa  a 
proposal,  in  the  form  of  a  oonvoition, 
presented  to  the  secretary  of  state  by 
Her  Majesty's  minister,  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  the  Oregon  qu^tion;  on  the 
12th,  the  SeuiJte,  by  a  vote  of  thirty- 
eight  to  twelve,  iiJvised  the  acceptance 
of  the  proposal;  three  days  later,  the 
ooETention,  duly  oondnded  and  signed, 
W88  traosmitted  to  the  Senate  fx  rati- 
fication ;  and  on  the  ISth  of  June,  the 
ratification  was  carried  by  a  Yote  of 
forty-one  to  fom-teen. 

By  this  convention,  the  forty-ninth 
parallel  of  north  latitude  wn.s  adopted 
as  the  boundary  T)etween  the  territory 

1  of  the  United  States  and  the  British 

!  possesaiona,  bnt  VanoonTer'a  Island  was 
given  up  to  Great  Britdn ;  the  naviga- 

I  tion  of  Faca^  Straits,  and  of  the  Co- 
lunibia  lUver,  was  declared  free  to  both 

I  American  and  British  navigators,  and 
rights  of  actual  possessors  of  land  on 
both  sides  of  the  boundary  line  were 
to  be  respected  by  both  parties.  Thns, 
we  may  hope,  as  JVli*.  M'Laue  said  to 
the  New  York  Chamber  of  Commerce, 
in  September,  after  his  retnm  from  En- 


gland  "  that  the  settlement  of  the  Ore' 
gou  question  will  soon  come  to  be  uni- 
veraally  regarded  as  the  kneU  of  those 
invetoate  jealoudes  and  fends  which, 
it  may  be  apprehended,  have  so  long 
excited  amisehieTons  inflnenoe  over  the 
people,  if  not  npon  tiie  oonncils,  of  both 
countries." 

General  Taylor,  who  commanded  the 
army  of  occupation  "  in  Texas,  was  or- 
dered, early  in  the  year  184G,  to  mai  ch 
to  the  Kio  Grande,  which  was  claimed 
as  the  western  boundary  of  the  new 
state.  He  set  out  for  this  purpose  in 
March,  readied  Point  Isabel  on  the 
25th,  and  on  the  28th  encamped  on  tiie 
Bio  Grande  opposite  Matamo> 
ras.  The  Mexicans  looked  upon 
this  advance  of  Taylor  as  an  invasion 
of  their  territory,  and  from  the  indi- 
cations of  their  feelings  towards  the 
Americans,  it  became  apparent^  that  a 
collision  must  speedily  follow.  Taylor 
was  waiting,  in  obedience  to  cdleis,  for 
the  MezifianB  to  staike  the  first  blow, 
which  they  did  towards  the  latter  part 
of  April,  by  attacking  and  capturing 
Captain  Thornton  with  a  squadron  of 
dragoons.  Intelligence  of  this  rencon- 
tre reached  Washington  on  the  0th  of 
iiiay.  The  subject  was  immediately 
taken  up,  and  a  bill  was  passed,  by  laige 
mi\joritics,  declaring,  that,  ''by  the  act 
of  the  repnblic  of  Ddtexioo,  a  state  of 
war  eidsts  between  that  government 
and  the  United  States,"*  and  placing 
the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the 


*  Mb  Senator  Benton  justly  etates,  the  truth  of  his- 
t'yrr  demands,  Uiat  thU  assertion  be  pronotincod  untrue. 
The  annexation  of  Texas  was  the  real  cause  of  the 
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oonntTy  at  the  piiesident's  disposal  to 
eiuUe  him  to  proseeate  tho  war  to  a 

speedy  conclusion.  On  tLe  13tli  of 
May,  Mr.  Polk  gave  his  approval  to 
the  war  bill,  which  provided  for  the 
Bcrvices  of  fifty  tlioasand  volunteers, 
and  appropriated  $10,000,000  for  the 
carrying  on  the  war,  and  which  was  sup- 
ported and  strengthened  by  other  bills 
on  the  same  subject,  aU  passed  before 
l&e  end  of  Jnne. 

A  new  teaiS  bin,  by  whidi  ad  valo- 
rem duties  were  imposed  instead  of 
specific  imposts,  gave  rise  to  much  dis- 
cussion. It  was  eventually  carried  by  a 
vote  of  a  hundred  and  fifteen  to  ninety- 
three,  in  tlie  House,  but  by  a  majority 
of  only  one  in  the  Senate,  (and 
on  one  question  by  the  esating 
vote  of  the  vice^piesideni^)  where  Mr. 
Webster  vigoronslj  opposed  it^  fen* 
bringing  into  dangerous  competition 
with  domestio  produce,  in  the  home 
market,  the  manufactures  of  Europe. 
Another  bill,  supplemental  in  its  nature 
to  tills,  for  the  warehousing  of  imports, 
m  public  stores,  and  for  limited  periods, 
without  payment  of  duties,  until  they 
were  required  for  home  eonsnmption  or 
reexportation,  was  also  passed.  Both 
these  acts  produced  great  dissatisfiEiction 
in  the  manufacturing  states,  particularly 
in  Pennsylvania,  where  the  iron  trade 
was  largffly  affected  by  them. 

In  accordance  with  the  president's 
recominendatioTi,  ConQ;re<«s  took  up  for 
consideration,  and  finally  established 
anew,  the  snb'treasniy  arrangement 
In  its  main  features  it  resembled  the 
plan  adopted  during  Hr.  Van  Bnren^ 
presidency ;  but  many  of  the  objections 
to  that  scheme  were  obviated  in  this, 


and  despite  the  opposition  of  snch  men 
as  Daniel  Webster,  the  sub-treasnry 
system  has  oontinned  in  use  to  the 

present  day. 

Near  the  close  of  the  session,  the 
"Wilmot  proviso"  was  originated.  A 
bill  was  before  tlio  House,  authorizing 
the  president  to  use  the  sum  of  $3,000,- 
000,  if  he  deemed  it  expedient^  in  ne- 
gotiating a  treaty  of  peace  wi&Henco, 
when  David  WDmot,  a  Bepresmtative 
from  Pennsylvania,  moved  to  add  this 
proviso;  ^That  there  shall  be  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in 
any  territory  of  the  continent  of  Amer- 
ica which  shall  hereafter  be  acquired 
by,  or  annexed  to,  the  United  States ; 
by  virtue  of  this  appropriation,  or  ir 
any  other  maimer  whatsoever,  except 
£>r  crimes  whereof  ihe  party  shall  have 
been  duly  convicted ;  PtvviehiakoaiySj 
that  any  person  escaping  to  sueh  terri- 
tory, from  whom  labor  or  service  is 
lawfully  claimed,  in  any  one  of  the 
United  States,  8uch  fugitive  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  out 
of  said  territory  to  the  person  claiming 
his  or  her  labor  or  service." 

Thwe  was  not  much  dJacussion  on 
this  proviso,  although  deep  feeling  was 
aroused ;  the  northern  members  gener- 
ally voted  in  its  favor,  while  those  from 
the  sonth  opposed  it  On  the  last  day 
of  the  session,  the  bill,  a.g  amended,  was 
sent  to  the  Senate ;  but  it  was  too  late 
to  secure  its  passage  there,  and  so  it 
was  lost 

Preliminary  acts  were  passed  far  ad* 
mittang  Iowa  and  Wisoonun  into  the 
Union ;  and  by  special  enactments  Srat* 

ators  and  Itepreseutatives  from  Texas 
took  their  setUa  in  Congress.  Twobilb 
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wwe  vetoed bythe  president) the  river 
and  harbor  bill,  and  the  bill  for  In- 
demnifying the  suflferere  from 

French  spoliations  on  Ameiican 
commerce.  On  the  10th  of  Atisrust, 
after  an  nnnsnally  long  session,  Con- 
gress adjoorned. 

Tbe  twent^Hunfli  Cangren  assem- 
bled ioT  its  second  seesioa  on  the  *ltk 
of  December,  1846^  The  pteriden.1^ 
message  ^as  principally  occupied  inth 
the  subject  of  the  Mexican  war,  upon 
which,  from  the  nature  of  the  case  and 
the  progress  of  our  arms,  a  great  deal 
w:i8  to  bo  said*  Mr.  Polk  announced, 
that  the  receipts  of  the  last  fiscal  year 
were  nearly  $29,500,000,  while  the  ex- 
penditure exceeded,  by  a  little,  $28,- 
000,000.  The  balanoe  in  the  treasory 
was  above  $9,000,000 ;  the  pnblie  debt 
was  considerably  more  than  $24,000,- 
000,  of  which  nearly  $6,500,000  had 
been  ineorred  by  the  present  adminis- 
tration ;  and  notice  was  given  that  a 
further  loan  of  8-.*5,Ol)0,0()0  wonld  bo 
required  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war 
in  Mexico. 

Most  of  the  measnres  of  this  session 
-—the  short  one  before  a  new  election 
^related  to  ithe  war ;  and  of  these,  one 
elone,  ("the  three  million  bill,"  as  it 
was  called,)  needs  here  to  bo  spoken 
oij  because  there  -R  as  appended  to  it 
the  "Wilraot  pKuiso."  The  House 
passed  this  "proviso"  again,  but  the 
beuate  rejected  it ;  and  the  Kepresent- 
a'tivesi  finding  the  other  branch  of  the 

•  The  Rchcmo  of  appointing  a  lleutcnant-genenil, 
(who  WW  to  be  Cokmel  Tbomas  H.  Benton  himsd^) 
tod  wtoas  natters  oanneetedwfth  it,  occupied  a  good 
deal  of  attention  th\^  (session.    See  Bemton!!  *'3%jr^ 

Ttari  VHu,"  toL  u.  ^  678-9. 
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legidatnie  resolntely  detenained  not  to 

allow  it^  assented  to  the  psasage  f  tLo 
bill,  without  this  amendment,  A  bill 
making  ay^pmprifitions  for  the  improve- 
ment of  } I  arbors  tiiid  rivei-s  again  passed 
both  Houses,  but  did  not  receive  the 
approval  of  the  president.  The  session 
elosed  on  &e  8d  of  Jlavdi,  1847. 

Aflhiis  in  Uenoo^  meanwhile^  were 
becoming  more  and  more  serious^  and 
necessarily  attracted  the  attention  of 
the  people.  The  government  of  Her- 
rera  had  been  overthrown ;  Paredes 
had  assumed  the  reins  of  go veinment ; 
Mr.  Slidell,  the  American  com- 
missioner and  envoy,  had  been 
refused  a  reception  in  his  diplomatic 
character;  and,  as  we  have  stated  on 
a  previous  page,  (p.  438),  collision  had 
actnaUy  ooenrred  between  the  Mexi* 
cans  and  a  portion  of  General  Taylc>r's 
tooops.  Paredes,  at  the  close  of  JVbireh. 
having  announced  that  "peace  not  be- 
ing compatible  with  the  maintenance 
of  the  rights  and  independence  of  the 
nation,  he  should  defend  it,s  territory, 
while  the  national  congress  woold  nn- 
dertake  to  declare  war  against  the  Unit- 
ed States,^  he  gave  orders,  in  April,  to 
that  ^bet;  and  <m  &e  6th  of  July,  the 
Mexican  congress  passed  a  decree  au- 
thorizing the  government  to  nse  the 
natural  defences  of  the  country  to  repel 
aggression  comniittfid  against  many  of 
the  departments,  and  to  make  known 
to  friendly  nations  the  justifiable  causes 
which  obliged  the  nation  to  defend  its 
rights  by  repelling  force  by  force,** 

GongreaB  ha.ving  given  its  approval 
to  the  war,  the  president  and  his  cab- 
inet proceeded  to  sketch  a  plan  of  oper- 
ations against  Mexico,  which  helped  to 
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shadow  fortli  the  uses  to  which  it  was 
intended  to  apply  the  anticipated  re- 
ftnka  of  the  contest  By  this  plan,  an 
»army  of  tbe  west"  was  to  be  raised, 
and  to  maich,  under  Genoal  Kearney, 
firom  its  rendezvous  at  Fort  Leaven- 
worth, on  the  MiBBOuri,  against  New 
Mexico,  nnri  thence  westward  to  co- 
operate with  the  fleet,  which  wjia  to 
be  reinforced,  against  California;  and 
an  "army  of  the  centre,"  nnder  Gen- 
eral Wool,  was  to  invade  Coahnila  and 
GhihiialLiia ;  bat  these  veie  to  he  snb- 
ordinate  to  the  nuun  design,  (as  lonned 
by  General  Scott,)  which  was,  to  pen- 
etrate into  the  interior  by  the  line  taken 
by  Taylor,  and  perhaps  from  the  coast, 
and  to  strike  hard  blows,  and  to  repeat 
them  until  Mexico  should  understand, 
that  her  true  interest  consisted  in  mak- 
ing peace  on  such  terms  as  shoukl  be 
agreeable  to  the  United  States. 

Point  Isabel  being  in  danger  from 
the  Mexicans,  General  Taykv  left  Mar 
jor  Brown  in  the  entrenched  camp  op- 
posite Matamoras,  and  marched  to  the 
relief  of  the  garrison  at  the  P<>i ret.  'Vha 
Mexican  commanders,  h:K)kiiig  xrpon  this 
retro$?rade  movement  as  a  retreat,  cross- 
'^d  the  Ilio  Grande  in  force,  and  occu- 
pied the  road  along  which  Taylor  had 
marched.  From  the  battoies  on  the 
right  of  the  river  they  also  commenced 
a  vigorous,  but  not  very  hurtful,  bom- 
bardment of  Fort  Brown;  and  at  Mat- 
amoras they  puT)!ishe(l  l)onil)astic  bul- 
letins setting  forth  tl^'ir  prowess  in 
arms,  and  their  determination  speedily 
to  crush  the  northern  invaders. 

Taylor,  having  put  his  d^pdt  at  Point 
Isabel  in  a  condition  to  reenst  any  at* 
Uusk  that  might  be  made  npon  it,  re- 


solved to  force  his  way  through  the 
enemy,  and  to  relieve  those  whom  he 
left  on  the  Bio  Grande.  Late  on  tiie 
evening  of  the  7th  of  May,  he  left  Point 
laabd,  with  his  reinfbroements,  yet  hav- 
ing less  than  three  thonsand  men  of  all 
kinds  with  him,  and  being  encumbered 
with  a  train  of  three  hundred  wagons, 
containing  provisions  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  of  course,  in  the  presence  of 
a  stronger  force  of  the  enemy,  ^equi^ 
ing  a  considerable  escort 

At  a  q)ot  called  Palo  AltOf  General 
Arista,  with  double  Ute  nombeir  of  Tay- 
lor's army,  and  twelve  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, had  posted  himself  qniteaeroes  the 
road,  having  both  flanks  covered  by 
thickets  of  chapaiTtd,  and  a  reserve  in 
his  rear.  At  two  in  tlie  afternoon,  the 
advancing  army  came  in  sight,  and  the 
Mexican  batteries  opened  upon  them 
when  within  seven  hnndred  yards'  di»> 
tance.  Taylor^  artillery  replied  irith 
teniUe  eflfect  upon  the  enemy^  troops. 
The  Mexicans  attempted  a  charge  with 
their  calvary,  but  were  thrown  into 
confusion  before  they  got  near  our  men, 
and  retreated ;  another  attempt 
failed  in  the  same  manner.  T!iey 
were  eq^ualiy  ufisuccessful  in  endeavor- 
ing to  tnm  Taylor's  right  flank;  and 
an  advance  of  thor  own  light  was  met 
l>y  two  ^hteen^ponnders,  wMeh  were 
placed  so  as  to  enfilade  th«r  line^  and 
caused  great  slaughter.  After  some 
two  houi-s'  fighting,  the  prairie  having 
taken  fire,  the  battle  was  irt'^'i-raitted, 
and  when  night  fell,  both  sides  with- 
drew, but  neither  far  from  the  field. 
The  loss  on  the  side  of  our  countrymen 
W88  nine  Idlled  and  fbrty<fonr  womided, 
and  two  misEnng.  The  gallant  Hnjer 
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Ringgold  was  mortally  wounded,  and 
died  a  few  days  subsequently.  The 
official  return  of  the  total  Mexican  loss 
vraa  two  hundred  and  fifty-two;  but,  aa 
Arista  abandoned  the  field  of  battle, 
aud  with  it  liis  dead  and  wounded,  there 
is  good  naflon  fiw  1)eEeiyiiig  tihat  it  was 
nearly  double  fhst  amoimt 

The  MBmean  genera],  Tirtaal]^  de- 
Untod,  M  back  on  iJis  road  to  Matft> 
maraa,  and  the  meat  moniiiig  took  up 
a  strong  position  on  a  ravine  ciilled  the 
liesaca  de  la  Palm  a,  where  lie  was  re- 
inforced by  some  two  thousand  men. 
As  soon  as  this  had  been  ascertained, 
Generd  Taylor  put  his  army  in  motion ; 
in  tlie  ooniBO  of  the  aftemoMi  of  the 
9th  of  May,  Iiia  ddnniahwa,  adTandng 
thioiigh  the  tliidc  chapaml,  etme  upon 
the  enemyVi  forcea.  One  batteiy  was 
brought  up  to  oppose  them,  and  very 
speedily  a  charge  of  cavalry,  under 
Captain  May,  swe])t  the  Mexicans  from 
their  guns  ami  l)roke  their  line  on  the 
other  side  of  the  ravine,  in  spito  of  one 
or  more  gallant  attempts  to  letrieve  the 
fortune  of  the  day;  while  the  infimtry, 
now  fighting  as  aldni^eis,  and  now 
fonniiig  and  reBorting  to  the  bayonet, 
drove  the  enemy  before  them  in  total 
rout.  From  all  parts  of  the  field  the 
discomfited  Mexicans  rushed  to  tlie 
river,  where  iininbers  were  drowned  in 
the  vain  attempt  to  cross.  Their  camp 
fell  into  the  huda  of  the  Ticton,  with 
all  Aiista^  private  papers,  and  a  laige 
supply  of  aima  and  ammunition. 

Thna^  with  a  fi>rce  of  little  more 
than  two  thousand  men,  General  Taylor 
had  comph'i-p]v  defeated  the  enemy, 
althouj^h  tin  Ir  force  was  three  times  as 
laige  as  his  own.   Thirty-threo  were 


killed  and  eighty-nine  wounded,  in  thi^ 
battle ;  while  the  Mexican  loss  in  killed 
and  wounded  was  not  short  of  a  thou- 
sand men.  Very  probably,  had  Gene, 
ral  Taylor  pushed  forward,  he  luight 
have  taken  Alatamoras  at  once ;  but  he  ' 
was  contented  wiHi  what  was  aooom- 
plished  in  having  driven  the  Mericans 
over  the  Jtio  Gnmde,  and  relieved  Foci 
Brown.  This  fortification  had  snffbed 
but  little  from  tJie  bombardment  spok- 
en of  above  (p.  431),  which  was  kept 
up  from  the  3d  till  the  9th  of  May, 
nor  were  the  losses  of  the  garrison  se- 
vere, as  to  number,  there  being  but  one 
killed  andmne  wounded,  of  whom  one, 
and  he  the  gaUant  Hiajor  Brown,  who 
commanded  the  deft9iiee,and  after  whom  : 
the  fort  was  named,  died  sobseqnently. 

The  10th  of  May  was  spent  by  our 
countrymen  in  buryuig  the  dead,  and 
by  the  Mexicans  in  raUying  a  I 
fraction  of  their  force  in  Mata-  | 
moras,  iin  exchange  of  prisoners  was 
also  effected.  General  Taylor  next 
made  preparatioits  foe  passing  the  river ; 
and  took  poBseanon  of  a  Tillage  on  the 
i^ht  hankf  some  miles  lower  down. 
By  the  17  th  every  thing  was  in  readi- 
ness; and  Arista  then  proposed  aJk*  i 
armistice  for  diplomatic  action  about 
the  boundary  question,  which  Taylor 
summarily  declined,  and  next  day  cross- 
ed, without  encountering  any  resistance, 
and  entered  MatamorBs;  the  Meriwms 
having  finally  eTacnated  the  plaoe  early 
in  the  morning,  eanyicg  off  eleven 
guns,  the  r<^  being  spiked  or  thrown 
into  the  river.  Their  sufiferings  on  this 
retreat  were  very  severe,  although  they 
were  not  pui"sued  for  more  than  sixty 
miles,  and  were  left  unmolested  after 
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tbe  19th  of  May;  oa  the  28ih,  they 
iiAlted  At  linar^  where  G^eneral  Arista 
was  dlsplaoed,  ttnd  the  eommand  given 
to  Mejia. 

The  croveramcnt  at  Washington  was 
a-ivare  of  tlie  fact,  that  Santa  Anna  was 
living  ;ls  a  refugee  at  Havana,  and  prc- 
Bnmiiig  that,  if  he  were  in  Mexico  again, 
he  woold  &vor  the  ultimate  deugns  of 
Ii£r.  Polk  and  his  cahineti  or  at  leaa^ 
would  prore  a  tencm  obetacle  In  the 
way  of  Parades  and  hk  adnunJatration, 
the  secretaiy  of  the  navy,  Mr.  Bancroft, 
was  directed  to  give  orders  for  his  ad- 
mission into  Mexico  so  soon  a.s  Santa 
Anna  pleased.  Accordingly,  a  brief 
note  was  addressed  to  Commodore  Con- 
ner, commanding  the  bloekading  8(][aad- 
ron  at  Vera  Gnui^  in  which  note  Mr, 
Bancnilfc  said,  ''if  Santa  Anna  endeav- 
ors to  eater  ^e  Mexican  ports,  you  wUl 
allow  him  to  pass  freely."  The  Mexi- 
can general  availe  l  liimself  right  glad- 
ly of  this  o])portuuity.  A  pronuncio 
mento  of  his  party  wiis  fulminated 
agtdnst  Paredes  at  the  end  of  July,  and 
on  the  5th  of  August  he  was  a  prisoner. 
On  the  16th,  Santa  Anna  altered  Yaa 
Cms,  and  legardleBB  of  promises  on  his 
part,  or  ezpectations  on  the  part  of  the 
American  government^  he  determined 
to  seek  his  own  aggrandizement,  and  to 
put  himself  at  the  head  of  the  army, 
confident  that  he  could  drive  out  the 
insolent  invaders.  New  oilers 
had  been  made  to  the  provi- 
oonal  government  of  "iSsaaoo  to  termi- 
nate hostilities  an  j  enter  into  n^iotisp 
tions ;  but,  after  sufficient  delay  to  put 
Santa  Anna  at  the  head  of  a£^drs,  the 
proposal  was  waived  by  a  reference  of 

the  whole  matter  to  ^  Congress  of 
Voulll.— 55 
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Mexico,  accompanied  by  such  a  discus* 
sion  of  the  groonds  fbr  resorting  to 

hostilities,  as  showed  a  complete  nnwil- 
lingness  to  assent  to  the  terms  proposed 
by  the  president  and  the  ruling  party 
in  the  United  States.* 

It  was  not  till  after  the  middle  of 
July,  that  any  further  advance  into  the 
territory  of  Mexico  was  attempted  by 
the  American  army  of  ocenpaticsk ;  bat 
General  Taylor  was  not  idle.  In  Act, 
his  task  during  that  period,  was  more 
harassing  than  the  conduct  of  military 
operations  wonld  have  proved.  So  en- 
tha^iastically  did  the  country  n  sf  nd 
to  Taylors  requisitions  and  the  call  of 
the  government^  espcciuUy  after  the 
tidings  of  the  battiles  of  Pab  Alto  and 
Besaca  de  la  Pahna,  that  many  more 
volonteers  flocked  to  his  head-qnarters 
in  Matamoras  than  he  could  easily  dis- 
pose  ot  Vrilhout  equipment,  without 
training,  witliout  disciprme,  it  was  no 
light  task  to  receive  and  organize  these 
recruits.  "The  quarter-master's  depart- 
ment, too,  was  one  of  incessant  toil  and 
anxiety;  because,  called  unexpectedly 
and  fw  the  flrst  time  into  active  sorvice 
m  the  field,  it  was  comparatively  nn- 
prepared  to  answer  the  mnltitnde  of  re- 
quisitions that  were  daily  made  upon  it 
by  the  government^  the  general  offiows, 

*  Ifr.  Beoton  mnarin  wldk  pvatscirerify  upon  the 
intrigues  which  brought  about  the  return  of  audi  ft 
man  as  Santa  Anna  to  Mexleo.  What  must  hktcny 
say  of  the  policy  and  moniHlj  of  doings?  The 
butcher  of  the  American  prisoners  at  Goliad.  San  Pa- 
tricio, the  Old  Mi8sia%  and  the  Akmo;  the  destioyer 
of  republican  goTemment  at  home ;  Ihe  sdHlary  £c(a> 
tor  aspiring  to  permanent  supreme  power ;  this  man 
to  be  mtiored  to  power  by  the  United  Stetc^  fbr  the 
purpose  of  Aliening  speculating  eod  bidnnaltjr  cr1> 
culations  on  which  a  war  mg  Iwpin  **   "  T%U 
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and  tlie  remutB.  The  whole  material 
of  a  campoigiL  me  to  he  rapidly  cre- 
ated. ]Muuey  was  to  he  raised;  steam- 
era  bought;  ships  chartered;  war::oa3 
built  and  transported;  lo%'icg  'l)rouglit 
to  the  field  of  action ;  munitions  of  war 
and  provisions-  (.listributed  over  the 
whole  vast  territory  which  it  was  de- 
signed to  occupy  " 

Oil  the  19^  of  July,  orders  were 
giTen  to  advanoe;  BeyiioBa,  Camaigo^ 
Mier,  and  other  important  posts  along 
the  Rio  Giand^aQd  on  the  road  to 
I^ronterey,  were  occtipied.  On  the  8th 
of  Angn-t,  head-qnarters  were  rf^mored 
to  Camargo,  which  was  made  the  depot, 
on  account  of  its  convenience  for  the 
reception  of  supplies  and  reinforcements 
by  means  of  llie  riyer;  land  transport 
bemg  almost  imposnhle.  Eleven  days 
1§4C  ^®  march  from  Camargo 

commenced,  and  was  continued 
without  intennissiou,  tiU,  on  September 
the  13th,  at  Papagayai',  the  first  ap- 
pearances of  the  enemy  were  dijscov- 
ered.  Their  outposts  retired  upon 
Monterey  as  the  Americans  advanced, 
and  Taylor's  whole  army  was  concen- 
trated <«i  the  Bio  San  Joan,  about 
tweoty-five  mfles  fnm  Monterey,  on 
the  15th;  and  three  days  afterwards 
approached  the  city. 

Seated  beneath  the  elevated  ridge 
of  the  Sierra  Miidre,  on  the  San  Juan 
de  Monterey,  which  is  but  a  small 
stream,  and  suiTounded  by  a  fertile  and 
tolerably  weQ  eoKiTated  Tailley,  Mon- 
terey (which  contained  about  ten  ihon* 
sand  inhalixtants)  was  a  place  of  |iromr 
ise,  aa  an  mtirqtU,  or  emporiun,  for 
the  commercial  intercourse  lietween  the 
coast  and  the  interior*  General  Am* 
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pudia,  whom  Santa  Anna  had  invested 
with  tiie  command,  was  hure,  witili  a 
force  of  more  than  ten  thousand  men, 
seven  thousand  of  whom  belonged  to 

the  regular  armv  t  and  his  stores  of  all 
kinds  were  ample.  General  Taylor, 
having  reconnoitred  the  country  round, 
as  well  aa  the  city  and  the  works  of  the 
^emy,  determined  to  make  a  drenlar 
march  with  a  part  of  his  foree^  and  cot 
off  the  commudcations  of  the  place 
with  Saltillo  and  the  interior,  by  a  road 
through,  a  vast  chasm  in  the  mountains. 
This  movement  was  intrusted  to  Gene- 
ral Worth,  who,  on  the  20th,  took  a 
position  quite  at  tlie  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, opposite  to  a  fortified  hill  called 
Lomad^Independencia,  on  the  north  of 
the  rirar,  and  anotiier  like  it,  on  the 
Bonth,  called  Loma  de  Federadon. 
Meanwhile,  as  a  diveruon,  an  attack 
was  made  at  the  eastern  end  of  the 
town,  which,  being  converted  into  a 
real  assaidt,  ended  in  tlic  capture  of  , 
Fort  Teneria,  and  an  ineffectual  bom-  | 
bardmeut  of  the  citadel  was  attempted. 
Next  morning,  the  attack  commenced 
in  earnest^  and  was  oontiniied  dnring 
the  Slst^  22d,  and  28d  of  September; 
on  the  d4th  the  garrison  capitulated. 

The  battle  of  the  21st  began  with  a 
cavalry  affair,  at  the  western  extremity  | 
of  the  town,  near  the  Saltillo  road; 
being  successful  in  tliat  encounter,  and 
haviog  accomplLshed  his  design  of  cut- 
tins:  olf  the  communications  of  Monte- 
rey  with  the  interior,  Worth 
next  determined  to  carry  the 
fijrtress  on  the  Loma  de  Federadon,  { 
south  of  the  San  Juan,  which  command- 
ed the  lower  road  to  Saltillo ;  and  after 
a  severe  contest^  sacceeded  in  his  pur> 
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pose.  During  that  night,  an  uttack 
vras  commenced  upon  the  Loraa  tVInde- 
pendeucia,  which  tenninatcd  on  the 
evening  of  the  22d,  with  the  capture 
of  the  ^^Icej  of  Monterey.''  Ampudia 
attempted  the  reooreary  oS  the  hill  on 
the  next  laghti  but,  having  been  re- 
ceived very  warmly,  he  gave  up  his 
desif^.  On  the  foUowing  day,  the 
23d,  the  nssailants  advanced  from  both 
extremities  of  the  town,  but  "  instead 
of  risking  life  in  the  street^  which  as 
raked  from  end  to  end  by  artillery,  or 
rendered  nnteutble  by  the  -  hidden 
marksmen,  whoehot  our  1D.&L  fiom  be* 
hind  the  walk  of  the  house-tops  our 
forces  were  thrown  into  the  dwellings, 
and  breaking  through  ■wn'ih  nnd  enclo- 
sure?, gradually  mined  their  way  to- 
wards the  plaza^  or  great  square  of 
Monterey." 

The  lfexiean8|  eeiuiblB  ihat  iheir 
town  was  doomed,  and  fearing  the  con- 
seqnenoefl  if  taken  by  aaaanlti  proposed 
a  eapltiiklaon,  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  24th  of  September.  After  some 
discussion  and  dispute  m  to  the  terms, 
Ampudia  was  allowed  to  evacuate  the 
town,  liiH  troops  retaining  their  small 
arms,  and  carrying  with  them  one  field 
battery  of  six  guuij,  with  tvenl^'One 
rounds  of  ammnnition,  and  all  the  cav** 
airy  horses.  The  victora  were  to  have 
aU  the  other  material  of  war  in  the 
town,  and  all  the  pnbliopsopeity.  Tay- 
lor*8  consent  to  a  suspension  of  arms 
and  to  this  capitulation  was  the  more 
readily  given,  Lecausie  Ampudia  an- 
nounced, that  he  had  been  officially  in- 
fcnmed  ihat  Santa  Anna  (whose  retnm 
and  lesnmption  of  the  conduct  ci  af- 
fiuis  Taylor  now  first  heard  cf )  had 


agreed  to  receive  coram Issiouei-s  from 
,  the  United  States,  and  had  aj»j)ointed 
commiKsiouers  on  the  part  of  Alexieo, 
to  negotiate  a  peace.  Next  morning, 
the  evacoation  commenced,  and,  on  the 
S8th  of  Sept^ber,  the  whole  town 
and  dtadeil,  togetiier  with  forty  pieces 
of  cannon  and  a  vast  quantity  of  mili- 
tary  stores,  was  j^ven  up  to  our  coun- 
trymen. General  Taylor's  loss  was  one 
hundred  and  twenty-eight  killed,  and 
three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  wouudetl. 
The  Mexican  losa  was  estimated  to  be 
between  five  htcndred  and  a  thousand. 

Aitidspinnt  it  w31  be  conyenient  to 
turn  to  other  portions  of  the  seat  of 
war,  which  in  the  present  case  extended 
across  the  continent.  Immediately  on  | 
receiving  the  news  of  the  coraraenco- 
meutof  liostilities  on  the  llio  Grande, 
General  Wool  was  ordered  to  muster 
and  prepare  the  volimteerB  to  be  raised 
in  aecofdanoe  with  the  act  of  €k>ngre8B 
declaring  war.  At  the  end  cf  May  he 
set  out,  and  passing  by  Ohio,  Indiaiui, 
Illiuoia^  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  to 
Mississippi,  met  the  newly-enlisted  vol- 
unteers at  various  stations  along 
that  route,  inspected  tliem,  and 
admitted  twelve  thousand  of  them; 
who,  about  the  middle  of  Jnly,  were 
directed  to  join  the  army.  Ab<Hit  nme 
thoQsand  of  these  wete  ordered  to  the 
Eio  Grsnde,  as  reudbroements  to  TBf* 
lor*8  arnr  ;  the  rest  rendezvoused  at 
Bexar,  in  Texas,  in  readiness  to  march, 
under  Wool  himself,  as  the  "army  of 
the  centre,"  against  Chihuahua. 

Setting  out  fi-om  Bexar  on  the  20th 
of  Septeimber,  Wool  erossed  the 
Grande  at  Fresidis,  on  the  11th  of  Oc- 
tober, and  after  a  march  of  twenty 
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days,  til  rough  mountain  passes  and  des- 
erts, along  wbieh  in  luxiiiy  instances 
roads  liad  to  be  formed  before  his  train, 
(which  was  immense  in  proportion  to 
his  Qwabers)  could  pass,  and  wbore  the 
sufTerin^  of  the  men  were  often  very 
great,  he  arrived  at  Monclova.  There 
he  learned  frora  General  Taylor  that 
Monterey  had  been  captured,  and  that 
he  had  agreed  to  an  anuistioe  vith 
Ampndia;  and  vas  a]so  infomed,  thftt 
the  Mmte,  by  which  it  was  orighttiUy 
intended  that  he  should  reach  Chihua- 
hua, was  ixnpffacticahle  for  his  train; 
whilst  it  was  manife«tthat  the  conqnei^t 
of  New  Leon  and  Coahuila,  effected  l>y 
Taylor,  ?n!ifle  tlie  expedition  against 
Chihuahua,  unnecessaiy.  The  forces 
under  General  Wool  were  accordingly 
posted  atParras,  so  as  to  be  in  oommn^ 
nication  with  the  army  of  ooeapation. 

The  command  of  the  "  army  of  the 
west,"  which  was  raised  principally  in 
Mississippi ,  was  ^-iven  to  Colonel  Kear- 
ney, who,  about  the  end  of  July,  with 
less  than  two  thousand  men,  was  at 
Bent's  Fort,  on  the  Aikausas,  ready  to 
march  for  Kew  llexioa  Taking  in 
oonvoy  the  annual  caravan**  of  Santa 
taiderB,  he  th«k  set  &rth  aonMB  the 
prairie;  and,  after  toils  and  sufferings 
on  the  part  of  his  men  quite  as  great  as 
those  endured  hy  the  other  armies,  on 
August  the  18th  he  entered  Santa  Fu. 
1'he  governor,  Don  Manuel  Armijo,  had 
intended  to  oppose  him,  but  thought 
better  cf  ^  matter  and  ab^ndooed  the 
place.  Four  days  afterwards,  Kearney 
issued  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  an- 
nounoed,  that  the  conntiy  now  having 
become  a  part  of  the  United  States, 
the  inhalnfittLts  were  to  consider  them< 
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selves  bonnd  to  obey  tiie  laws,  and 
submit  to  the  rcgidations  of  the  new 
govenmient  The  whole  of  New  Hex* 
100  having  i]  niltted  without  a  stroke^ 
Kearney  established  a  territorial  gov 
emment,  and  appointing  a  goremoi 
and  other  oflieers,  set  out,  on  the  25th 
of  Sejitember,  with  le.s.s  than  a  thcnisand 
men,  for  Cahfomia.  Having  advanced 
nearly  two  hundred  miks,  he  was  met 
by  an  express  from  Oaptaui  Fremont, 
in  Galifbrnia,  which  led  to  Keamey*s 
sending  back  most  of  his  troops  to 
Santa  F^. 

Colonel  Doniphan,  early  in  Decem- 
ber, left  Santa  F6  with  eii^dit  liundred 
men,  in  three  divisions,  tor  the  pui-pose 
of  reinforcing  General  W  ool,  who,  as 
was  supposed,  was  advancing  upon  Chi* 
huahna.  Bemg  through  unknown  re> 
^ns  and  attended  witii  peculiar  trials, 
this  march  of  Doniphan's  fotee 
was  haaardous  in  the  extreme. 
Ills  men  suffered  intenselv,  but  their 
courasj^o  and  jjerseverance  did  not  fail. 
At  Brazitos,  on  the  21st  of  December, 
Doniplian  encountered  a  large  body  of 
HezicaDa,  and  drfeated  th^  without 
difficulty.  On  the  2'^th,  he  entered  El 
Paso  dd  Norte,  where  he  was  compelled 
to  wait  for  a  month  in  inactivity,  and 
anxiously  looking  for  news  from  Gene- 
ral Wool.  Late  in  Fel)nmry,  184Y, 
Doniphan  left  El  Paso,  and  on  the  28th, 
discovered  the  enemy  near  the  Kaucho 
Sacramento,  on  the  river  of  the  same 
name.  Hie  saperiOT  ddll  and  ike  im- 
petuous bravery  of  the  American  troops 
led  to  a  speedy  victory.  The  enemy 
left  on  the  fidd  three  hundred  dead 
and  as  many  wounded,  all  their  gunf?, 
and  stores,  and  for^  prisoners;  while 


POLK'S  ADMINISTRATION:  TWO  YEARS. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Cif.  \.] 

Domjtliuu  liJbt  but  cue  mau  killed  and 
dgiit  wDundedf  <me  of  whom  afterward 
died,  dubnahna  fell  into  Bonipbim's 
hands  on  the  Ist  of  March;  and  there 
he  rested  hia  toilworn  band  for  six 
weeks ;  then,  continumg  his  march,  he 
reached  General  Taylor's  encampment, 
near  Monterey,  lato  in  the  month  of 
May,  1847  * 

Captain  Fremont,  of  the  topograr 
phical  corps,  set  out  in  "the  spring  of 
1845,  with  an  armed  party,  for  the 
porpose  of  crossing  the  mountains  and 
penetvati&g  to  the  interior  of  California. 
His  object  was  stated  to  be  of  a  purely 
scientific  character.  On  the  29th  of 
Jannary,  1846,  lie  arrived  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Monttirey,  Calilbruia.  Here 
h©  sought  and  obtained  permission  of 
De  CSaatro^  the  Mudcau  governor,  to 
enter  the  valley  of  the  San  Joaquin, 

in  order  to  obtain  forage  for 
1  sme>    i_  •  1  1       •  •  <• 

his  norsc3,  and  provisions  for 

the  men.  Whilst  availing  himself  of 
this  permission,  in  March,  1846,  he  was 
informed  by  s-ome  American  siottlers, 
that  De  Castro  was  preparing  to  attack 
him  and  his  men  upon  the  pretext,  that, 
under  the  cover  of  a  scioitific  misuon, 
he  was  exciting  the  American  settlers 
to  revolt  EVemont  then,  in.  self-de- 
fence, took  a  position  on  a  mountain 
overlooking  Monterey,  at  a  distance  of 
aV)ont  thii'ty  miles,  entrenclied  it,  raised 
the  llag  of  the  United  States,  and  with 
his  own  men,  sixty-two  in  number, 
awaited  the  approach  of  the  Mexican 
general.  Having  remained  in  this  po- 
rtion from  the  7th  to  the  10th  of  March, 

*  See  Mr.  Beoton's  address  to  the  corps  under  Doni- 
lOiui,  mtiielr  ntan;  *•  Hkir^  Teanf  Tiem,*  jd.  iL, 
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without  molestation  Ixom  De  Castro, 
Fremont  oonlmued  his  march  for  Ore* 
gon.  After  entering  Or^n,  and  bong 
attacked  by  hostile  Indians,  who,  it 
W'X-i  alleged,  were  urged  to  this  by  De 
Castro,  and  having  been  informed  that 
the  Mexican  sreneral  intended  to  cinah 
him  and  liis  force,  Fremont  turned  back, 
and  resolved  to  overthrow  the  Mexican  j 
authority  in  California  and  establish  an 
indepimdcnt  government  there, 
rying  to  the  Sacrammto^  while  lienteur 
ant  Gillespie  of  the  marines,  (who  had 
joined  Fremont  early  in  May),  went 
down  the  river  to  sccnrc  the  co-opcrap 
tion  of  the  fleet,  Fremont  commenced 
operations;  he  captured  two  hundred 
horses  one  day ;  another  day  took  So- 
noma, with  all  its  armament ;  and  an* 
other  attacked  and  defeated  a  squadron 
of  seventy  dragoons;  he  rallied  round 
him,  now  forty  settlers,  now  ninety,  and 
soon  had  above  two  hundred  at  his 
command ;  and  finally,  on  the  5th  of 
July,  at  Sonoma,  he  and  the  American 
settlers  proclaimed  the  E^public  of  Cal- 
ifornia, with  himself  at  the  head  of  its 
afiairs. 

Commodore  Sloat^  in  command  of  the 
squadron  of  observation,  had  been  ox^ 
dered  at  the  breaking  out  at  the  war, 

to  take  and  hold  8an  Frandsco  f  but 

before  that  order  reached  Lira,  on  the 
Ytli  of  Time,  he  heard  of  tlie  liattles 
of  Palo  Alto  and  llesuca  de  la  Palma, 
and  the  next  day  sailed  for  Monterey. 
With  proclamations  in  Spanish  and  En- 
glish, on  July  the  ?th,  just  two  days 
aflter  iVemont^s  proclamation,  Monteirey 
was  in  his  hands ;  and  on  the  9th,  Baa 
Francisco  fell,  and  Sloat  annonnoed| 
*^  henceforward  California  will  be  a  po^  ■ 
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tion  of  the  Uoited  State&"  Conuno 
dore  Stockton  anoceeded  Sloftt  in  his 

conimaiul,  and  Fremont  having  formed 
a  junction  with  him,  entered  Ciudad 
de  los  Angelos,  on  the  12th  of  Ans^iist, 
the  Mexicans  havinir  fled.  Stockton 
^^^^  took  possession  of  the  country, 
and  appointed  Fremont  gover- 
nor. Thus  1^6  oonqaest  <^  California, 
like  that  of  Kew  Mexico,  iras  efect- 
ed  withont  the  loaa  of  a  ringle  life  in 
buttle* 

Turn  we  now  to  General  Taylor,  and 
the  progress  of  affairs  in  which  he  was 
concerned.  On  a  previous  page  (p. 
4ijr>,)  we  have  stated,  that  a  su.spL'n.siou 
of  hostilities  had  been  agreed  upon  by 
the  commanding  general,  under  the  oon- 
rictioD,  that  Mexico  had  already  been 
brought  to  that  podtion,  that  she  would 
be  glad  to  make  peace  on  terras  agree- 
able to  the  United  States,  and  that  tlie 
home  government  would  Banctloii  lliis 
proceeding  on  his  part.  But  "  the  uu- 
tliorities  at  home,"  as  Mr.  Mayer  states, 
"  eager  for  fresh  victories,  or  pandering 
to  pablic  and  political  taste,  did  not 
approve  and  confirm  an  act,  for  vhicli 
Qeaanl  Taylor  has,  nevertheless,  re- 
ceived, as  he  tmly  merits,  the  just  ap- 
plause of  impartial  histoiy."  The  ar- 
mistice at  Monterey  accordingly  ceased, 
and  Taylor  hashing  been  informed,  on 
the  25th  of  Novenilicr,  that  Tampico 
was  occupied  by  the  naval  forces  of  the 


*  For  tbo  Account  wbich  Mr.  Ikntois  gives  uf  Uio 
eDiilt4nii1ial  on  Cokme)  Fremont  (early  in  1S4S),  mi 
Its  results,  se<>  Ills  "77i,T^/  Fmra'  F<Vtf,"  vol.  ii.,  pp. 
T15-18.  It  is  worth  tho  ronder's  exmminatioD,  and 
win  bdp  bim  towiitb  uodenUikBng  vtrious  imttcrs 
conn«ycte(l  irith  ilw  GUilllfidft  bwiiMai,  the  Mexican 
v«r,ctfr 


United  States,  left  Worth  and  Botier 
at  lllfoiiterey  and  at  Saltillo,  (whit^  had 
fallen  soon  after  the  capture  of  ^lon- 
terey,)  and  about  the  middle  of  De- 
cember, set  out  for  Victoria,  the  capital 
of  Tainaulip)a.^,  whore  he  (h'>igued  to 
concentrate  a  portion  of  his  army. 

While  absent  on  this  expedition, Gen- 
eral Worth  informed  Taylor,  that  Santa 
Anna  was  maldng  quite  extensive  prep- 
arations to  expel  the  Americans  from 
^lexico.  After  acai'eful  calculation  of 
tbe  chances  in  his  favor,  he  had  judged 
it  best  to  take  the  lead  in  that  policy 
whicli  was  most  popular  in  Me.uco,  viz., 
to  resist  the  aggressions  of  tlie  United 
States.  Accordingly,  at  San  Louis  do 
Potosi,  in  the  heart  of  Mexico, 
and  on  tbe  bigb  road  from  Mon> 
terey  to  the  captal,  he  had  collected 
an  army  of  twenty  thousand  men,  all 
eager  for  the  combat,  and  confident  of 
victory.  The  scanty  and  scattered  de- 
tachments  of  the  Aniericau  army  could 
scarcely  have  stood  Iteforc  a  \vt'll-])lan- 
ned  and  resolute  movement  of  such  a 
force ;  but  Wool  was  summoned  from 
Parras  to  yaii  Worth  at  Saltillo,  and 
Taylor,  finding  that  the  movement  a* 
gainst  Saltillo  was  not  likely  to  take 
place,  ordered  General  Quitman  with 
the  vohmteers  to  march  to  Victoria, 
where  be  himself  arrived,  on  the  4th 
of  January,  1847. 

The  administration,  meanwhile,  had 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  a  change  j 
in  the  plan  of  operations  against  Mexico  j 
must  be  made.  Taylor's  line  of  attack 
was  not  likely  to  prove  successfal ;  and 
hence,  as  our  ships  had  pos.seaslon  of 
the  sea,  and  an  army  couhl  be  thrown 
upon  any  point  of  the  coast  which  might 
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taem  moet  ioitable  ta  a  base  of  opeva- 

tiona,  it  was  reaolved  to  seize  Vera 
Cni;s,  and  thence  to  march  directly  upon 
the  ca[)it;ii.  General  Scott  was,- there- 
fore, once  more  summoned  to  the  conn- 
cil.s  of  tlu'  government,  and  towards  the 
close  of  jNovember,  was  invented  with 
the  office  of  ^^oommAudei^liHsbief  of 
the  American  amy  in  Mezioo,"  for  the 
pmpoee  of  cairying  out  this  new  pro- 
gnunme  of  attack. 

Scott  devoted  himself  energetically 
to  the  needful  prcparationg  before  leav- 
ing the  United  States,  and  among  other 
meiLsurei!,  wrote  immediately  to  General 
Taylor,  that  he  should  be  under  the 
painfol  neoesaity  of  depriving  Urn  of 
the  beat  and  most  efficient  troops  under 
his  command.  Kearly  aU  the  Tegnhin 
under  Worth,  Patterson,  Twiggs,  and 
Quitman,  were  ordered  to  Vera  Omz; 
and  Taylor  was  left  to  maintain  him- 
self as  best  he  could,  against  the  threat- 
ened attack  of  Santa  Anna  and  the 
mo»t  effective  ai  my  which  Mexico  could 
boast.  The  entire  force  which  Taylor 
could  bring  into  the  field  was  four  huh 
dred  and  seventyw  rognlars,  (eonsiet- 
ing  e  xclaaivdy  of  artillery  and  cavalry,) 
and  four  thousand  two  hundred  and 
fifteen  volunteers.  The  enemy,  accord- 
ing to  Santa  Anna's  "summons,"  were 
twenty  thousand  strong,  at  the  time  of 
the  battle  of  Bucna  Vista;  although, 
it  appeare,  some  three  or  four  thonsand 
had  been  lost^  before  the  engagement, 
by  death,  sickneeB  and  desertion;  yet, 
admitting  this  diminution,  the  Mex- 
ican army  was  more  than  three  times 
as  nnmerous  as  that  of  General  Taylor, 
and  it  C(»ntained  the  br'st  soldiers  and 
ablest  general  the  country  could  famish. 
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General  Taylor  had  advanced  beyond 
Saltillo,  on  the  road  to  San  Luis,  as  far 
as  Agna  Nueva ;  but,  when  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  was  known,  he  resolved 
to  fall  hack  about  thii-teen  mile?,  to  a 
pas.-^  iiear  the  Jiacietida  of  Buena  Yiata, 
called  La  Angostura^  or  the  Straits. 
The  road  here  passed  through  a  gorge 
in  the  monntains^  and  waa  defended  on 
the  west  by  a  complete  network  <^  deep 
gullies,  cut  by  the  torrents  from  the 
heights  on  that  side,  and  almost  every 
v'horo  impassable,  whilst  on  the  cast  a 
narrow  slielf  of  table-land  l)e- 
tween  it  and  the  mountains  was 
much  iutei-sected  by  ravines,  through 
which,  at  certain  aeaaons,  rapid  strmms 
rushed  into  the  rivnlet  that  meandered 
Ihfoi^h  the  pass.  Grenwal  Wool  had 
been  struck  by  the  capabilities  of  the 
spot  for  such  a  defence  as  the  American 
army  seemed  likely  to  be  called  upon 
to  make,  when  he  advanced  to  Agna 
Nueva,  and  Taylor  confirmed  his  opin- 
ion by  selecting  it  as  the  place  to  make 
a  stand  against  Santa  Anna. 

The  Mexican  army  was  fonnd  to  be 
near  at  hand,  on  the  31st  of  Febroary, 
whidi  led  to  immediate  arrangements 
on  the  part  of  our  countrymen  to  meet 
the  enemy.  Santa  Anna  had  dispatch- 
ed two  thonsand  cavalry,  under  Gen- 
eral MiOoii,  in  a  very  circuitous  route, 
to  get  into  the  rear  of  the  Americans, 
threaten  Saltillo,  and  cut  off  theu*  re- 
treat ;  at  the  same  time,  also,  General 
TJrrea  had  been  sent  in  a  drenit  to  tiie 
west  of  the  road  held  by  our  troops 
with  about  a  thousand  rancheros,  to  co- 
operate with  IMiiion.  G  eneral  Taylor, 
on  his  part,  placed  a  battery  of  eight 
guns  under  Captain  Washington,  and 
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properly  supported,  bo  as  to  command 
the  road  through  the  gorge;  on  the 
right  of  the  stream,  behind  the  gullies, 
he  planted  two  guns  under  Captain 
Bragg,  with  supjioi-ls  of  infantry  and 
horse ;  to  the  left,  on  the  narrow  pla- 
teau witii  its  steep  ravines,  were  posted 
two  regiments  of  infiuitry,  with  two 
gans;  and  on  the  skirts  of  the  monn- 
ttttns  were  riflemen  and  cavalry.  Two 
gnns  nnder  Captain  Sherman  were  in 
reserve,  and  the  principal  part  of  the 
cavalry  still  further  in  the  rear.  War- 
ren's and  Webster's  commands  were  in- 
trusted with  the  defence  of  Saltillo  and 
a  redoubt  near ;  and  one  gun,  with  two 
companies  of  ziflemea,  was  left  to  de- 
fend the  trun  and  Headquarten.  Thus 
Tayloi^  smaU  ic»ee  was  rednoed  still 
smaller  in  the  nnmbers  that  coald  be 
employed  directly  against  the  enemy, 
from  the  wide  intervals  between  the 
points  he  liad  to  hold,  against  tlie  ene- 
my's troops  in  front,  on  both  flanks,  and 
iu  his  rear, 

The  H^Misa  commander  divided  his 
amy  into  three  colnmns ;  one  of  which 
was  to  cany  Washington's  battery  and 
force  the  pass ;  the  other  two  were  to 
combine  and  turn  Tayloi^s  left;  and, 
beside  these,  he  had  an  excellent  force 
in  reserve.  He  had  t\sT'nty  gnn^,  three 
of  them  iwenty-four-pounders,  three  six- 
teens,  and  five  twelve-pounders,  with 
one  seven-inch  howitzer.  Before  com- 
mencing the  attack,  Santa  Anna  sent  a 
flag  of  trace  to  General  Taylor,  assnr- 
ing  him  that  he  wonld  be  crushed  if  hu 
offered  any  resistance,  and  summoning 
him  to  an  immediate  snrrend*!r.  This, 
of  course,  the  heroic  Taylor  perempto- 
rily declined. 


IMT. 


The  battle  began  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  22d  of  February,  in  honor  of 
which  day  the  word  was,  "  the  memory 
of  Washington,"  and  a  desultory  fight 
was  kept  up  till  nightfall,  wlien  Gen- 
eral Taylor  departed  for  Saltillo,  fearing 
for  its  safety,  and  Santa  Anna  endeav- 
ored to  indte  the  ardor  of  his  men  by 
martial  mnsie.  The  attack  was  renewed 
at  daybreak  on  the  23d  of  Febroary, 
and  though  jmssed  with  zeal  and  cour- 
age, was  bravely  m6t  and  sustained  by 
our  countrymen.  The  details  we  need 
not  here  enter  into;  we  must  refer  to 
the  historians  of  tlie  Mexican 
war  for  particulai^,  from  which 
it  will  be  evident)  that  nothing  short 
of  the  most  determined  bravery,  and 
the  most  unflinching  hardihood,  oonld 
have  enabled  our  troops  to  make  head 
against,  and  defeat,  an  nrmy  of  the  saxb 
and  capability  of  that  under  General 
Santa  Anna.  At  one  time,  -wlien  the 
Mexican  cavali-y  had  sueceedt'd  in  turn- 
ing the  left  of  the  American  lines,  it 
seemed  impossible  to  refvieve  the  for* 
tnne  of  the  day;  bnt^  at  this  jnnctnre^ 
Taylor  retnmed  ttcm  Saltillo ;  his  pres- 
ence  infused  fresh  vigor  into  the  army; 
the  impetuous  riflemen  of  Mississippi 
drove  back  the  enemy ;  the  tide  of  vic- 
tory was  turned ;  and  despite  disasters 
of  various  kinds  with  the  infantry,  the 
artillery  was  so  admirably  worked  and 
80  effisetive,  that,  in  fact,  by  it  the  Mex- 
ican advance  was  efiectoally  stopped 
and  the  battle  won.  When  night  came, 
the  field  was  covered  milt  dead,  and 
many  an  anxious  hour  was  passed  by 
Ta\'lor  and  his  men,  waiting  for  the 
morrow,  and  preparing  for  n  renewal 
of  the  fight.   But,  at  dawn  of  day,  on 
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the  24th  of  February,  it  was  foimdthai 
Santa  Auua  had  retreated. 

The  Mexican  retreat  was  attended 
Mith  intense  and  pitiable  distresses; 
the  sick,  the  wonnded,  the  dying,  and 
the  dead  were  abandoned  at  every  step. 
The  Americans  were  too  few  in  num- 
ber, and  too  mudi  ezbaosted  by  the 
eoniliet^  to  allow  a  pnrsnit;  and  there 
were  tiie  dead  to  be  buried,  and  the 
wounded  to  be  cared  for.  An  inter- 
change of  jn'isonprs  wa'?  arranged  with 
Santa  Anna;  and  Miilon  with  the  i-an- 
cheros  under  Urrea,  whose  exploits  kid 
not  been  of  a  kind  to  compensate  for 
the  defeat,  were  withdrawn.  The  total 
loss,  on  the  part  <^  onr  conntrymen,  was, 
amongst  the  regnlarsi  eight  kiUed  and 
fifty-three  wounded ;  amongst  the  vol- 
unteers, two  liuiidred  and  sixty-four 
killed,  three  hundred  and  thirty-five 
wounded,  and  six  missing;  in  all,  six 
hundred  and  sixty-six  killed,  wounded, 
and  mi<5§in<}r.  The  Mexican  loss  was 
about  two  thousand  five  hundred,  in 
hailed  and  wounded ;  whibt  in  miasiDg, 
and  deaths  during  the  retreat^  their 
own  authorities  say,  ihat  at  least  ten 
thousand  five  hundred  more  were  lost 
They  captured  three  guns  in  the  battle ; 
but  they  were  def 'atcd,  ootnpletely  and 
disastrously.  By  the  middle  of  March, 
the  American  communications  wore 
completely  restored  j  and  the  northern 
Vol.  HL— 50 


frontier  of  Mezko  was  oitirdy  in  pc» 

session  of  our  troops. 

General  Taylor  having  little  to  do 
now,  in  consequence  of  tlio  lle^v  line  of 
operations  vvhieli  had  been  marked  out, 
in  the  month  of  November  left.  General 
Wool  in  command,  and  reached  New 
Orleans  on  the  Ist  of  December.  He 
was  received  with  the  most  flattwing 
attentions,  and  evetywhere  throughout 
the  country  the  voice  of  the  people 
was  heard  in  praise  of  hia  bravery  and 
his  abilitv  n-,  .i  Cf^neral. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  qual- 
ities displayed  by  General  Taylor,  dur- 
ing his  campaigns  in  Mexico,  commended 
his  name  to  the  whig  party  as  a  candi* 
date  for  the  presidential  chair  likely  to 
command  a  large  vote  of  the  people  in 
his  &vor.  His  sound  good  sense,  his 
firmness,  his  excellent  private  character, 
and  his  political  views,  added  to  his 
brilliant  reputation  as  a  brave  and  vic- 
torious general, gave  promLse  of  nm  cess 
in  the  great  political  contest  approach- 
ing; and  the  veteran  hero  was  early 
applied  to  on  the  subject  of  his  heing 
nominated  for  the  president.  Thelet< 
ters  from  lum  in  respect  to  this  matter 
were  charactaiaed  by  his  plain,  good 
sense,  and  hia  willingness  to  serve  his 
.country  in  any  station  to  which  he 
might  be  called  by  the  voice  of  liia 
fellow-citizen^ 
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POLS^B    ADM  Ilf  IST&ATION:  C02(OLUD£0. 

« 

Buieral  Scott  it  YofttOniB—BambuiJmcnt  of  the  city  and  qhMc — ^  Advance  into  Mexico  —  Battle  of  C«rro  Oonlo 
— OtiMr  noMwa*— 8mM  ubA  tlM  aiaij  «t  P«rottt — P.  Triat's  mWon — Mcdean  «fforU  to  dsfaad  tLeir  eapital 
—Santa  AbubIi  pUm— Buttlo  of  Cemtrtnt— BrlOfant  alfidr— Aimlrtln  of  Tiumbays— 1tc«uH~  A««ulu  )d 

Molirjo  (ill  llcy  uiul  Cum  Miita  —  Ciiitpult«pec  takes  —  Eutirc  eucccM  of  tlie  Am.  riiiin  urnis — ■  Entrance  into 
tht  cit;  of  Mexico — War  virtoAUy  eod«d — Cokmol  OhiUa  at  PutbUt — Attiteked  Santa  Aaoa  —  Dtaieiuioni 
MBOBg  Soott  tui  lit  olRocn— NcgaiQatloiii  ftr  p«M«— Snbatanea  «f  fh«  tnaty  of  Onadalvip*  IBdalfo — lUlla» 
tions  on  the  Mexican  war  —  Con^ro-s  in  seasion,  December,  ISIV  —  Mr,  Putt's  nipssa^i' — Tlio  vrnrV  June  — John 
Qnincy  Adams'a  death — Party  coDveutionn  for  nmnSnatii.i:  candnlaua  for  presUent  and  t ice-president  —  The 
alaelioii — Taylor  and  Rllmoro  elected — Second  ees^'ion  of  il.u  thirtieth  congress — Mr.  Polk's  last  meawgo— Ab- 
stract of  its  ooDtento— The  gold  ngioD  dk»OTered  — Work  of  the  Bemon  — AeUon  in  regard  to  California  and 
Ifev  Mexico— Piindpal  aete  paaed— ConTcnttoa  of  wmUiern  member*  of  Coogress  oa  the  sabjcct  of  slarerT — 
Ibwlbr  nllmd  wnmunioBtiaB  irifh  fliAfiidfiB  Miit— &id  of  FolMadiiiiiiiriBfttioB. 


At  tlie  earliest  practiofiHe  ])eriod 
after  his  appointment  tk^  commauder-iu- 
ehief  the  amy  in  Mezioo^  General 
Soott  hastened  to  takeoommBndof  ihe 
expedition.  On  his  arriTal  at  Tam^ 
pioo,  he  immediately  infused  vigor  int  > 
the  operations  on  foot,  and  by  issuing 
martial-law  orders,  put  a  stop  to  ihe 
di-sgracefid  acts  of  violence  and  outrage 
in  wlaich  many  of  tlie  troops  hiid  previ- 
ously been  permitted  to  indulge  with- 
out punishment.  He  also^  as  we  have 
hefibro  stated  (p.  439),  withdrew  fi!om 
General  Taylor's  command  the  regn- 
Iaiai|  and  a  large  portion  of  the  volon- 
teers,  in  order  to  increase  his  own  force 
as  much  as  possible  ;  and,  relying  npon 
the  support  of  the  govumment  at  home, 
Bet  himself  earnestly  to  work  to  carry 
out  the  campaign  in  gtJlant  style,  as 
became  a  warrior  of  his  distingdahed 
reputation. 


Lobos,  an  island  to  the  souLh  of  Tam- 
pieo,  and  about  a  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  miles  from  Yern  Cruz,  was  the  len- 
desvoQS  appointed  fat  the  aimament 
whidi  was  to  be  thrown  npon  the  coast 
at  the  nearest  point  to  the  capital; 
and  there,  in  the  beginning  of  March, 
1 847,  were  collected  above  twelve  thou- 
sand men,  and  a  fleet  of  a  hundred  and 
sixty-three  vessels  totranspoi-t  the  army, 
with  its  gims,  stores,  tuid  equipage  of 
every  kind,  to  its  destmatioD.  On  the 
tth  of  March,  tiie  embarkation 
was  eCEeeted;  and  two  days  af 
terwards,  the  whole  force  was  landed, 
without  the  loss  of  a  man,  at  the  island 
of  Sacrificios,  in  close  proximity  to  Vera 
Cruz.  On  the  18th,  having,  without 
elfect,  summoned  the  city  to  surrender, 
Scott  broke  ground  before  it ;  he  also 
gave  free  pmnismon.  to  tiie  non-oom- 
batantfl^  sndi  as  women  and  childioi, 
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foreign  consols,  cic,  to  xetin  from  ihe 
aty ;  and  on  the  22cl,  the  invofltiaeiLt 
being  completed,  and  another  smmnons 

rejected,  the  bombard  meat  began.  Aid- 
c<l  1)}'  the  fleet,  which  co-operated  most 
eftectually  with  the  land  forces,  Scott 
maintains  J  for  four  days,  and  as  many 
nights,  such  a  terrific  rain  of  fire  Tipon 
the  phuie,  that  it  was  almost  couveiied 
into  a  hei^  of  nuns;  and  the  loss  of 
life  was  feaifblly  great 

Tkree  thonaand  ahelh^  weighing  nine- 
ty pounds  each,  and  as  many  round 
shot,  chiefly  thirty-two  pounders,  were 
thrown  into  the  city  during  this  bom- 
bardment. The  ]\Iexicans,  whose  gar- 
rison in  the  city  was  aljout  three  thou- 
sand, and  in  the  caBtle  of  San  Juan 
dtnioa,  about  one  ^nsiuid,  displayed 
sjniit  enough  in  their  resistance;  hot 
they  irere  unprovided  ivith  artiQery 
fit  to  cope  with  that  of  their  assailants, 
and  it  would  have  required  a  consider- 
ably lar2r<?r  force  than  they  possessed, 
fully  to  man  the  batteries  and  the  cita^ 
del.  On  tlio  evening  of  the  24th,  a 
joint  note  Wiis  addressed  to  the  general- 
in-chiei^  by  the  French,  Spanii^h,  and 
British  cqdsoIb,  requesting  him  to  sus- 
pend hostilities  long  enough  to  ^able 
their  respective  compatriots  to  leave 
the  place  with  their  women  and  chil- 
dren, afl  well  a«i  the  Mexican  women 
and  chiLlrcn."'  General  Scott,  however, 
felt  compelled  to  refuse  this  i-equi'sf,  on 
the  gi  ouud  that  the  iieuti-als  niiglit  liave 
left  the  place  brfore  the  bombardment ; 
and  as  to  the  Mexican  women  and  chil* 
dren,  his  summons  to  the  cily  had  been 
disregarded,  and  now  no  truce  would 
bo  allowed  apart  from  surrender.  Thb, 
which  seemed  to  be  a  hard  measure^ 


has  been  severely  spoken  of  hy  some 
writers,  who  have  reviewed  the  M ezi« 
can  war  in  its  inceptabn  and  pfrogress. 
[Military  authoriti^,  however,  deem 
that  Scott  was  justified  in  hb  determi- 
nation, and  is  not  liahlc  to  censure  for  ■ 
the  couree  he  adopted.  Four  hundred  ' 
of  the  garrison  were  killed,  and  six  ] 
hundred  were  wounded  j  four  or  five 
hnn^bed  of  the  Inhabitants  had  per- 
ished; and  after  some  negotiation,  the 
terms  of  surrender  were  arranged,  and 
on  the  29th  of  March,  both  the  city 
and  the  far-famed  castle  of  San  Juan 
d'Ulloa,  were  surrendered  to  the  victo- 
rious army.  All  the  pubhc  stored,  etc., 
in  the  city  were  delivered  up,  ljut  per- 
fect protection  wm  guaranteed  to  tlie 
inhabitants. 

General  "Worth  was  appointed  tem- 
porary govenior  of  Vera  Cnia,  and 
discharged  the  duties  <^  the  poet  diir< 
ing  the  delay  necessary  to  arrange  for 
advancing  into  the  interior.  General 
Scott,  as  soon  as  he  had  made  provision 
for  resuscitatini!'  the  commerce 
of  the  port,  and  effected  the 
necessary  arrangements,  took  up  his 
line  of  march,  on  the  8th  of  Apii],  for 
the  city  of  Memco,  and  arrived,  witib 
the  greater  part  of  his  army,  at  Plan  del 
Eio  on  the  14th.  He  had  learned  that 
Santa  Anna,  having  collected  what 
force  he  could,  had  taken  up  a  position 
in  aflvance  of  Jalapa,  at  the  j^a^j;*  of 
Cerro  Gordo,  with  the  determination  to 
stop  his  progress ;  and  he  iMeaei.  his 
march  that  he  might  prevent  delay  or 
a  change  of  route,  either  of  which 
would  <%rtainly  prove  injorious. 

After  several  reconnaissancesi,  by 
which  he  fully  ascertained  the  strength 
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of  i&e  Mexwaa  fronts  Seott  resolved  to 
ent  a  passage  thiouglL  the  tliick  chapaP' 
ral  on  hia  iig1if>  so  as  to  turn  the  left 
flank  of  the  enemy,  whose  care  had 

been  confined  to  obstructln;:^  thy  raain 
road.  To  mask  this  movcineiit,  Gene- 
ral Twiggs  waa  ord<»red,  on  the  17th 
of  April,  to  advance  agaiiist  a  fortified 
position,  with  a  steep  ascent,  almost  di- 
rectly in  front  of  tiie  main  «itmnch- 
men!  This  was  carried  by  Colonel 
Harney,  with  the  rifles  and  some  de- 
tachmoits  of  in&ntry  and  artillery,  and 
a  heavy  gnn  havins^  l>een  drairged  ^vith 
immense  toil  up  to  the  height,  a  dem- 
onstration was  made  against  another 
fort  in  its  rear.  Early  on  the  next 
morning,  the  troops  moved  forward  in 
oofanons  to  make  a  general  attack  on 
the  enemy^  line.  PiDow^  brigade  a»- 
sanlted  llie  light^  but  was  compdled 
to  retire;  and  it  was  of  the  less  mo- 
ment, because  this?  was  not  the  key  of 
the  position.  Twigi:rs's  division  storm- 
ed the  centre,  carried  the  fortiiications, 
and  cut  them  olf  from  suppoi*t;  whiie 
Bil^^B  brigade  drove  the  main  body 
of  the  Mexicans  into,  complete  rout, 
and  turned  their  own  goos  npon  them 
as  they  fled.  Shields^  brigade,  in  the 
mean  time,  assaidted  and  carried  the 
battery  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  loft, 
and  (lej)rived  them  of  the  opportunity 
of  rallyinsr. 

The  American  lo.-«  was,  sixty-four 
kQled,  and  three  hmidred  and  flfty- 
three  wonnded.  The  loss  of  the  Mex- 
icans, in  killed  and  wonnded,  was  nev- 
er known,  but  our  oomitrymen  took 
three  thonsandprls'  <n  e  rs,  amongst  whom 
were  five  general-;,  i'oar  or  five  thou- 
sand Btonds  of  arma,  aad  forty-three 


pieces  of  artilleiy.  Santa  Anna  him- 
self with  great  difBcnlly  escaped  to 
Orizaba,  where  he  exorted  himsdf  with 

great  diligence  to  get  together  again  a 
force  sufficient  to  make  head  against 
Scott's  advance  npon  f  hc  capital. 

The  array  advaiice«l,  a.s  .-oou  as  pos 
sible  after  their  victory,  oii  Jalapa  and 
Perote,  which  were  abandoned  to  them 
without  a  blow ;  the  latter  on  the  22d 
of  April,  and  with  it  a  vast  accimiiil»> 
tion  of  warlike  stores.  At  Amozoque, 
they  wer«j  unsuccessfully  attacked  by 
Santa  Anna;  and  ou  the  22d  of  May, 
Puebla  submitted  to  General  Worth, 
whilst  the  Mexican  forces  re- 
tired  upon  the  capital,  ihia 
failure  to  retrieve  ^e  disaster  at  Cerro 
Gordo,  kindled  anew  the  ilames  of  rev- 
olution in  Mexico;  and  the  various 
parties  and  factions  in  tiiat  unhappy 
country  could  agree  tspm  no  one  pointy 
except  tliat  the  northern  invaders  were 
to  be  opposed  to  the  last  extremity, 
and  that  no  peace  "u-as  to  be  made  while 
an  enemy  remained  oii  the  soil  of 

The  head-quarters  of  the  army  were 
now  fixed  at  Paebia,  where  General 

Scott  remained  until  tiie  begmning  of 
August;  in  part  because  of  the  necessity 
of  i-eeruitincj  his  troops,  and  in  part 
beciiiusC  the  home  government  renewed 
their  overtures  of  negotiations  to  the 
government  of  Mexico,  as  soon  as  the 
news  of  the  victory  at  Cerro  Gordo 
reached  Washington.  But  this  hog 
holt  grievously  tried  both  the  health 
and  the  morale  of  the  army.  The  num- 
bers in  hospital  were  unprecedented, 
•when  the  total  j>treiigth  of  the  forces 
are  taken  into  consideration,  amounting 
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somethnes  to  a  fiflshf  and  even  to  a  qnai^ 
terof  tlie  wkole;  and  the  desertions  were 
nune  frequent  and  estenaive  than,  un- 
der all  the  circumstances,  could  Lave 
been  conceived.  Into  the  unpleasant 
ditlVrfnces  and  disputes  between  the 
geueral-lu-cbief  and  the  anthoritieg  at 
Washington,  growiug  out  of  tlie  scheme 
of  superseding  Scott,  by  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Heatenant-general,  we  need 
not  enter;  neither  k  it  loateiial  to  en* 
laige  upon  the  nuasion  of  Mr.  N.  P. 
Trist^  who  was  sent  l)y  the  president 
as  c<Hnou8aoner,  with  fall  powers  to 
seize  upon  the  earliest  opportunity  of 
negotiating  a  j)eace  with  Mexico.  The 
historians  of  the  war,  Ripley,  Mansfiekl, 
and  others,  will  furnish  all  the  details 
desired  by  the  reader. 

Having  at  leugth  been  well  rein- 
forced, although  he  left  behind  him 
eighteen  hundred  men  in  hospital,  on 
the  7th  of  August,  General  Scott  took 
the  road  to  the  capital  of  Mexico ;  and 
in  four  days  the  advanced  division 
reached  Ayotia,  about  fifteen  miles 
fi"om  the  cil}'  of  tlie  Montezumas.  By 
this  route,  howewr,  it  was  soon 
disoovered  that  Menco  was  in- 
accessible; a  new  road  was  therefore 
constructed,  to  the  south  of  that  run- 
ning direct  from  Vera  Cruz;  and  be- 
tween the  15th  and  the  18th  of  the 
TTtoiitli.  tlie  army  had  rounded  Lakes 
Cbalco  ami  Xoebimilco,  and  reached 
San  Angustin,  on  the  Acapulco  road, 
only  eight  miles  distant  from  the  ob- 
ject of  its  long  jonmey.  Nothing  can 
better  show  the  exhaustion  of  the  mili- 
tary power  of  the '  government  than 
this  dai-ing  march  of  less  than  eleven 
thousand  men,  so  far  into  a  country  pe- 


446 

«uliarly  favorable  to  guerilla  warfare, 
and  in  which  no  amount  of  contribu- 
tions whidi  might  be  levied  could  oom- 

pens;ite  for  the  destruction  of  its  com- 
munications with  the  sea  and  the  fleet 
The  attempts  which  were  made  to  an- 
noy and  harass  the  advance  of  the 
x\mericau  army  coufirni  this  statement 
m  the  most  convincing  manner. 

JkB  might  be  supposed,  the  Medeam 
made  intense  eSstfa  to  defend  their  cap* 
italdty.  On  every  road  aj^roaehing  it 
were  strong  earth-works  and  batteries, 
and  around  the  city  itself  was  a  com- 
plete girdle  of  entrenchments.  There 
was,  however,  an  iusuflicieney  of  artil- 
lery, and  tbe  disposable  troops  were  not 
above  twenty  thousand  in  number ;  the 
services  of  some  ten  thousand  armed 
citizens  might  perhaps  be  reckoned 
upon,  in  addition  to  the  army ;  and  al* 
though  the  lines  were  long,  the  invad- 
ing force  was  too  inconaiderahle  to 
make  thi^  of  any  great  moment.  In 
view  of  all  the  circumstancea,  the  ]»l'inH 
of  Santa  Anna  (:is  stated  by  him,  after 
the  battle  was  lost,)  appear  to  have 
been  ananged  with  greater  skill  than 
he  had  shown  before.  It  was  his  de- 
sign to  have  fallen -back  before  Seotfs 
advance,  and  given  battle  on  ground 
he  had  dhosen,  and  in  which  lua  num- 
bers would  have  told  with  effect  upon 
the  comparatively  small  army  of  the 
invaders.  But  the  t'ross  disobedience 
of  General  Valencia  di^•c()ncerted  the 
whole  plan.  As  if  ho  had  determined 
to  seize  the  first  opportunity  of  attack 
ing  the  Amwicans,  in  entire  forgetftd* 
neas  of  the  first  duty  of  a  subordinate 
commander,  and  in  spite  of  the  unten- 
able character  of  the  ground  about 
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Gontreras,  (or  Padiema,)  he  left  Iiis 
position  at  Coyoacan  and  San  Angel, 
and  advanced  to  Contreras,  and  on  the 
heights  there  entrenched  liiin^elf,  not 
only  without  any  orders  from  Santa 
Anna,  l)ut  wlthotit  go  much  as  consult- 
ing him  respecting  the  movement.  By 
this  means  he  weaJcened  the  fbroe  op- 
posed to  SoottVt  direct  advance,  and  at 
the  saxne  time  he  oonld  not  prevent 
that  advance,  because  the  nature  of  the 
groand  in  hia  front  neutralized  the 
menace  of  his  position  on  Scott's  flank. 

It  was,nevcrthclew,  considered  safest 
to  dispose  of  Valencia's  force  in  the  first 
instance ;  and,  accordingly,  Worth  was 
sent  with  Uaniey's  cavalry  to  thi'eaten 
San  Antonio,  and  Fillow^s  diviuon  con> 
dbting  of  Piere6*s  and  Gadwal- 
lader's  brigades,  was  despatch- 
ed  agdnst  Contreras,  on  the  left,  across 
the  Pedregal,an  almost  impassable  lava- 
tract,  over  which  a  party,  covered  by 
Twiggs's  di\Tsion,  undertook  the  mak- 
ing of  a  road. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  lOtli  of  Au- 
gust, these  two  divisions  arrived  within 
range  of  Valenda^s  gans ;  and  the  small 
field  batteries  of  A^rader  and  Callen- 
der  were,  with  great  labor,  brought  into 
play  against  them,  while  the  front  was 
extended  to  the  rio:ht  in  such  a  man- 
ner, that,  by  the  aid  of  Moriran's  reir- 
ular  infantiy  and  Shieids's  volunteei-s, 
(which  were  sent  to  reinforce  them  at 
sunset,)  the  rancho  of  Anaaldo  was  car- 
ried, and  Valencia's  communications 
tiireatened.  Amid  the  darkness  and 
nun  of  the  nighty  which  rapidly  fell 
upon  the  field,  and  terminated  the  con- 
flict for  a  short  time,  General  Pereifer 
F.  Smitli  proposed  a  plan  for  the  assault 


of  Valencia's  camp,  which  Captain  Lee, 

of  the  cDgineera,  toiling  alone  across 
the  periloDS  intervening  space,  throagh 
the  impervio!i3  gloom  and  storm,  com- 
municated to  General  Scott,  and  ob- 
tained his  approbation  for  making  ti-ial 
of  it. 

About  three  in  the  morning  of  the 
20th  of  Augmt,  Riley*9  brigade,  fol- 
lowed by  Gadwallader*s  and  Smith's^ 
set  ont^  and  toiling  through  the  rain 
and  mud,  by  sunrise  readied  an  eleva- 
tion in  the  rear  of  the  '!\rexiean  position, 
from  -which  tliey  were  able  to  attack 
the  entrenchments  with  such  advantage^ 
that  in  seventeen  minutes  they  were 
carried.  Scott  had  sent  Twiggs's  divi- 
sion i^ainst  the  works  in  front, 
to  efiEect  a  divePBimi,  if  it  should 
be  required:  Smith's  brigade  discov* 
ered  and  routed  a  mass  of  Mexican  cav- 
alry, while  Shields's  not  only  hold  other 
ma«*es  in  check,  but  captured  great 
nnnilicrs;  of  fui^itives  from  Contreras 
The  American  force  cnfi^ajfod  in  this 
Ijriiliaut  action  was  about  four  thousand 
five  hundred,  whilst  the  enemy  num- 
bered about  six  thousand,  and  Santa 
Anna  was  sufficiently  near,  with  double 
that  number,  to  have  shared  in  the 
fight  if  he  had  felt  disposed. 

This  decisive  victory,  however,  was 
not  all  tliat  was  accompli.shcd  on  that 
day.  Whilst  the  divisions  just  men- 
tioned were  engaged  oii  the  lef  t,  Gen- 
eral Worth,  by  a  skillful  and  daring 
movement  on  the  right,  had  turned 
and  forced  the  envy's  strong  position 
at  San  Antonio,  and  then  advanced 
directly  upon  a  strong,  well-built  for^ 
tificatioTi,  the  (tfe  r7n  pout  of  Cheru- 
busco,  the  other  divisions  hastening  to 
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the  saoLe  point  from  the  field  of  Con- 

treras.  Pierce  and  Shields  crossing  the 
Kio  de  Cherubusco  by  a  bridge  on  the 
left,  turned  the  position,  and  engaged 
Santa  Anna's  troops,  whilst  Twiggs  as- 
saulted and  carried  the  works  ronnd 
the  church  of  San  Pablo,  uud  Worth's 
and  Pillow'a  troops  were  engaged  iu 
carrying  the  tdte  dn  pont  itae]£  At 
eTeiy  point  the  contest  was  most  fan- 
ous;  but  the  MexicaiiB  again  proved 
themselves  unable  to  contmd  saccess- 
fully  with  American  soldiers;  at  every 
point  onr  conDtrymen  triumphed,  and 
the  dragoons  chased  the  scattered  and 
disheartened  enemy  to  the  very  gates 
of  the  capital. 

We  have  no  retains  hy  which  to  es- 
timate with  any  aceara4^  the  losses  of 
the  Msidcans  in  killed  and  woanded  in 
these  obstinate  conflicts;  but  it  must 
have  been  very  great.  Nearly  sixteen 
hundred  were  taken  prisoners,  includ- 
ing tiiree  generals.  Seven  field  pieces 
were  captured,  with  great  quantities 
of  ammunition,  and  about  a  thousand 
males  and  horses.  General  Scott^s  loss 
in  the  battles  of  the  19th  and  20th  of 
Aagast,  in  regulars  and  volanteers,  was 
a  hundred  and  thirty-three  killed,  and 
eight  hundred  and  six^-^ve  wounded. 
This  wtis  the  most  sanc^inar}'  of  all  the 
engagements  in  the  whole  course  of 
the  war ;  but  iii  its  elVects,  it  was  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  decisive. 

At  this  point,  everything  seemed  fa- 
vorable for  entering  upon  negotiations 
for  peace,  on  terms  which  woold  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  United  States.  Gen- 
eral Scott,  at  his  heod^quarters,  at  Tacu- 
baya,  and  only  three  miles  from  the 
city  of  Mexico,  arranged  on  armistice, 


with  a  view  to  a  treaty;  having  en- 
forced the  ofPer  by  the  alternative  of 
an  assault,  which  no  one  doubted  woold 

have  been  successful.  Some  paisc,  too, 
was  desirable  for  his  own  men,  after  bo 
long  a  march  and  such  severe  engage- 
ments. And  for  several  du^^s 
after  the  S-lth  of  August,  the 
commiBfiion«8  appointed  by  the  two 
parties  attempted  to  ascertain  the  ex- 
istence of  some  gronnd  of  agreement, 
whence  they  might  start  in  drawing  up 
the  articles  of  a  final  treaty.  But  be- 
side ltd  fact,  that  Scott  was  determined 
to  obtain  every  thing  which  his  conn 
try  expected  from  the  war,  the  Mex 
leans  did  not  know  how  to  proceed 
for  they  not  only  wished  to  have  it  ap- 
pear that  they  were  nnsnhdned,  bat 
they  were  also  split  ap  into  namerous 
foctions  and  parties,  and  could  agree 
upon  no  line  of  policy  calculated  to 
meet  the  emergency.  Mr.  Trist,  whose 
unpleasant  quarrel  with  General  Scott, 
had  been  put  to  rest  some  time  previ- 
ously, endeavoi*ed  to  carry  out  the  in- 
straetions  of  lus  government;  bat  the 
resolt  showed,  that  there  was  no  rfdi> 
ance  to  be  placed  on  Santa  Anna  or 
his  real  purposes  in  all  this  movemwt; 
and,  in  iiact,  every  effort  failed  to  ar- 
range  a  peace  on  mutually  satisftictory 
terras.  Santa  Anna  thought  t]!at  lie 
would  make  one  more  trial  to  meet  the 
victorious  invaders  on  the  field  of  battle. 

The  Mexican  general,  according  to 
common  report,  bad  been  vety  diligrat 
in  strengthfioing  his  fortifloations,  dmv 
ing  the  annistioe,  althoogh  he  had  stip> 
nlated  not  to  do  Bo;  several  hnge  chnrch 
bell^  had  been  cast  into  cannon,  and 
the  remaining  portions  of  the  armies 
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that  had  been  raised  were  oxgaoized  for 
tlie  purpose  of  once  morn  tryhig  tlie 
fate  of  battle.  General  Scott,  metin- 
wliile,  had  not  been  idle  nor  nnol)serv- 
ant ;  he  had  employed  the  time  iu  suck 
drilling  and  military  exercise  of  his 
troops  as  thdr  positioiL  rendered  poaai- 
ble ;  and  pat  mto  aerrioeable  oondttion 
the  artillery  which  had  been  captured, 
and  refilled  his  exhausted  ammunition 
wagons  from  the  stores  which  victory 
had  put  into  his  power.  He  had  no 
need  to  strengthen  his  position,  for  his 
object  (if  peace  was  not  negotiated) 
was  not  to  maintain  the  ground  he  oc- 
eupiedf  but  to  take  that  ^  the  enemy ; 
and  we  do  not  hear  of  hia  receiving 
any  ranforeemotts  from  the  coast 

The  aimistioe  having  now  lasted  for 
two  weeks,  and  there  aj^peaiing  no 
prol)aT)llity  of  a  treaty  l>einir  arrnngeil, 
General  Scott^  on  the  6th  of  September, 
notified  Santa  Annn  thnt  he  was  aware 
of  his  infractions  oi  the  armistice,  and 
demanded  satis&ctaon  on  aooonnt  of 
them  before  noon  on  the  foUowing  day, 
under  pain  of  dedaring  the  bus- 
pension  of  arms  at  an  end,  and 
proceeding  with  hostilities  forthwith. 
The  reply,  which  was  sent  on  the  Yth, 
acce|)te(l  ihc  Litter  alternative,  anrl  an- 
nounced tlie  resolution  to  try  the  for- 
tune of  war  once  more.  Before  night 
Scott  had  fully  determined  upon  his 
plan  of  action. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  west* 
em  side  of  the  city  seemed  to  be  less 
strongly  fortified  than  the  south  side, 
he  resolved  to  assaidt  it  l)y  a  flank  at- 
tack. But  there  lav  directly  in  the 
line  of  operations,  on  thi.^  plan,  tliree 
strong  positions — El  Molino  del  Eey, 


La  Casa  Mata,  and  Chapultepcc ;  the 
latter  a  castellated  height,  which  under 
ordinary  circumstances  could  only  have 
been  reduced  by  a  regular  siege.  Nev- 
ertheless, knowing  the  quality  of  his 
own  men,  and  the  iueliicieuey  of  the 
enemy,  he  expected  to  ctu-ry  it,  as  well 
as  the  re8l>  by  aasaolt^  and  gave  orders 
accordmgly;  the  Eing^  Mill — El  Ho* 
lino  del  Key — being  tiie  first  point  to 
be  carried. 

About  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  the  8th  of  September,  the  different 
sections  of  General  Worth's  division 
took  their  posts  at  the  places  assign- 
ed to  them;  and  as  soon  as  dawn  ap- 
peared, Hnger's  twenty-:fonr  pomiders 
thundered  against  the  walls  of  the  old 
mill,  preluding  the  assanlt  on  the  ad- 
vanced batteiy,  which  was  effected  in 
80  gallant  a  style  by  Major  Wright  and 
Captain  iSuiith,  that  in  spite  of  the 
grape  and  canister  phowered  upon  the 
attacking  colu tun,  in  spite  of  a  desperate 
rally  on  the  part  of  ^e  M e2dcanB,  and 
a  strusrde  in  which  eleven  out  of  four* 

WW 

teon  American  officers  fell,  the  place 

was  taken,  and  the  guns  in  it  turned 
upon  the  fugitives,  who  rushed  in  the 
wildest  disorder  to  the  forts.  In  the 
ni'^an  Avliile,  Garland's  brigade,  sustain- 
ed by  Drum's  artillery,  assaulted  the 
enemy's  left,  near  the  Molino,  and  after 
an  obstinate  contest  drove  them  from 
their  portion  nnder  the  protecting  guns 
of  Ghapultepec.  The  American  gnns, 
being  advanced  to  tlie  position  which 
had  been  carried,  made  dreadM  havoc 
nmnncrst  the  routed  foe. 

A\"liile  these  vii^orons  efforts  were 
being  made  on  the  Mexican  centre  ;!nd 
left,  Duncan's  battery  was  blaaang  u  vay 
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on  ihe  rigbl^  and  Colonel  IMPIntoBh  was 

ordered  to  assault  tliat  point.  But  tho 
Casa  Mata  proved  to  Ite  a  mfissire  stone 
work  surrounded  -with  bast'K^iicd  en- 
trcucbments  aud  de^p  ditclies,  whence 
a  deadly  fire  was  delivered,  aud  kept 
np  without  intermission  upon  the  ad- 
ysauang  troops,  until  thejr  xMched  the 
T6fy  dopo  of  tiio  pttrapot  snrfounding 
the  citadel.  Here  they  were 
fairly  mowed  down  by  the  guns 
of  the  fort,  and  were  forced  to  with- 
draw to  the  left  of  Duncan's  battery, 
where  the  remnant  of  the  column  re- 
formed iu  readiness  for  another  a.s.>uult. 

The  Mexican  cavalry  threatened  aa 
attack  on  ih»  American  left,  1>nt  vere 
repulsed  by  the  artaUery,  and  hj  the 
mere  appearaaoe  ai  the  Amerioaa  drft> 
goons;  while  new  efforts  were  made 
agiunst  the  ^lolino,  which  soon  yielded 
to  a  desperate  charge,  led  by  Major 
Buchanan  and  Captain  M'Kenzde  on 
one  side,  and  Captains  Anderson  and 
Ayres  on  the  other.  All  the  guns  were 
now  brought  to  bear  on  theCasa  Mata^ 
and  the  gaxiuon  cut  off  from  all  sup- 
port)  and  ezpoaed  to  a  most  desteuctiye 
cannonade,  evacuated  it  Two  attempts 
to  xally  and  lead  their  men  on,  for  the 
recovery  of  the  positions  that  had  been 
lost,  were  made  by  the  Mexican  leaders, 
but  they  could  not  stand  before  the 
terrible  fire  of  the  American  artillery, 
and  by  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  the 
battle  was  over. 

General  Soott  did  not  thmk  it  expe- 
dient to  pursue  the  victory  at  the  praB^ 
ent,  although  Wortli  begged  to  be  al- 
lowed to  do  so;  the  Casa  Mata  was 
blown  up,  and  the  troops  were  marched 
back  to  Taciibaya  to  prepare  for  the 
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contest  on  a  succeeding  day.  The  en- 
tire American  force  engaged  in  this 
hard  fought  battle  was  only  three  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty-seven, 
whilst  the  Mexicans  were  at  least  ten 
thousand  strong,  aud  were  posted  be- 
hind strong  fortifications.  The  loss  in 
kDled  and  wounded  was  very  severe, 
amounting  to  nearly  eight  hnndied,  of 
whom  fifty-nine  were  offioen.  The  looB 
on  the  side  of  the  Mexicans  was  never 
ascertained,  but  it  must  have  been  j^reat, 
and  two  of  their  generals  were  killed. 

Although  no  immediate  results  fol- 
lowed this  battle,  General  Scott  was 
actively  engaged  iu  prepai  ing  for  the  aa- 
sanlt  on  the  captalaft  the  earliest  piao* 
ticable  moment.  Three  batteries  were 
construeted  on  the  night  of  the  11th  d 
September,  and  in  the  course  of  tho 
following  day;  and  General  Pillow's 
troops  took  possession  of  ^folino  del 
Key  again.  Throughout  the  12th,  the 
fortress  of  Chapultepec  was  briskly 
bombarded;  whilst  feigned  attacks 
were  directed  against  the  garUas  San 
Antonio  and  Niflo  Perdido.  On  the 
morning  of  the  18tb,  all  neoes- 
aaiy  measures  having  been  ar- 
ranged between  thegeneral-in-chief  and 
his  sid)ordInate  commanders,  the  bom- 
bardment wijs  renewed  with  greater 
vigor  than  before,  until  at  eight  o'clock 
the  batteri^  suddenly  ceased  firing, 
and  rOIow's  division  rushed  fi-om  itd 
position,  overpowered  the  renstaiMn 
offibred  by  the  enemy  on  the  ground 
before  the  fortressy  rapidly  dimbed  the 
steep  sides  of  the  hill  on  which  Cha- 
pultepeo  stood,  and  reaiing  their  scaling 
ladders  no-ninst  its  walk\  poured  into 
the  works.  Quitman,  with  Shields  and 
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Smltl],  at  flie  same  time  advanced 
against  the  south-eastern  side  of  the 
hill,  and  though  they  had  difficult 
ground  to  pass  over,  and  were  much 
expotjed  to  the  enemy's  iiie,  they  reach- 
ed tiie  fyrtem  in  time  to  take  part  m 
its  capture.  Chapnltepeo  was  mteied 
on  every  aide;  tiie  cffiomiHio'were  to 
have  fired  the  mines  were  shot  down 
before  they  could  apply  the  match; 
and  though  the  garrison  made  a  stout 
and  prolonged  defence,  almost  at  the 
'  jxjmt  of  the  bayonet,  it  was  all  in  vain, 
and  the  sui'vivors,  with  their  command- 
er, General  Bravo,  vere  made  prisoaers. 

WliiQst  the  batde  was  raging  ronnd 
Chapnltepee,  Genefsl  Wbrtli,  paseong 
to  the  nordi  of  it,  Iiad  advanced  by  the 
causeway  and  aqueduct  of  San  Cosm6 
upon  Mexico  itself,  Gonoral  Quitman, 
also,  a-j  soon  ;is  Chapultepec  had  fnllen, 
prestecd  on,  with  the  greater  part  of  his 
command,  against  the  garita  Belen: 
both  detachments  driving  the  fugitives 
and  stragglers  from  ihe  fonaer  field 
before  them  into  the  dty.  A  hot  fire 
&om  the  I00&  and  windows  of  the 
houses  in  the  street  of  San  Cosm^  de- 
layed "Worth's  progress,  but  he  raadu 
good  the  ground  he  had  won  when 
night  fell.  But  Quitman,  whose  atta<*lv 
was  intended  as  a  feint  merely,  con- 
verted it  into  a  real  assault,  carried  the 
garita  in  s^te  of  all  ohetadesi  and  early 
in  the  afternoon  established  himself 
under  the  very  gmis  of  the  citadeL 

The  final  result  was  now  no  longer 
doubtfol,  and  Banta  Anna  and  his  offi- 
cers held  a  conncil  that  nip^ht  to  de- 
termine upon  what  they  should  do  in 
the  present  posture  of  affairs.  Imme- 
diate retreat  was  the  almost  necessary 
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alternative,  and  it  was  commenced  with- 
out delay.  Santa  Anna,  having  liber* 
ated  the  con%"ict.s  in  the  city  prison?*, 
so  as  to  give  all  the  trouble  lie  could 
to  the  con(iueroi'8,  took  the  road  to 
Gnadalnpe  Hidalgo.  The  letreat  was 
began,  as  Iflr.  "Mxyeae  states,  "at  mid' 
ni^rii,  and  not  bng  after  a  depntation 
from  the  Ayontamiento,  or  city  council, 
waited  upon  General  Scott  with  the  in* 
formation,  that  the  federal  government 
and  troops  had  fled  from  the  capital 
The  hazard  visitors  demanded  iermn 
of  capitulation  in  favor  of  the  church, 
the  dtizens,  and  the  mimicipal 
authorities.  Seott  refiised  the 
ni^amed  xeqnesti  and  ivomisbg  no 
terms  that  were  not  self-imposed,  sent 
wocd  to  Quitman  and  Worth  to  ad> 
vance  as  soon  as  possible  on  the  follow- 
ing morning,  and  guarding  carefully 
against  treachery,  to  occupy  the  city's 
strougeiat  and  most  commanding  poiuts. 
Worth  was  halted  at  the  Alameda,  a 
few  squares  west  of  the  Flaza;  bnt 
Qnitman  was  allowed  the  honor  of  ad> 
vandng  to  the  great  sqnare,  and  hoist- 
ing the  American  flag  on  the  naUcmal 
])alaco.  At  nine  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  14th  of  September,  the  com- 
mander-in-chief, attended  by  his  bril- 
liant staff,  rode  into  the  vast  area  in 
front  of  the  venerable  cathedral  and 
palace,  amid  the  shouts  of  the  einilling 
aixny,  to  whose  ttimnphs  his  prud«ioe 
and  genius  had  so  greatly  contributed.'' 
In  gaining  the^e  deci^^ve  victories, 
there  were  one  hundred  and  thirty  kill- 
ed, seven  hundred  and  three  wounded, 
and  twenty-nine  missing.  The  Mexi- 
'  cans  were  hopelessly  defeated.  General 
I  Scott's  army,  which  numbered  eleven 
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tluyoBand  men  when  lie  1^  PoeblB,  was 

now  reduced  to  less  than  six  thousand ; 
and  above  half  the  lo6s  had  taken  place 
in  battle;  sickness,  desertion,  and  the 
necessity  of  garrisoning  some  of  the  cap- 
tured places,  accounted  for  the  rest. 
But  the  loss  of  the  Mexicans  durintr  the 
same  time  had  exceeded  seven  thou- 
sand, by  battle  alone;  and  bemdea^ 
there  were  nearly  fonr  thooBBnd  pri»- 
oneni  in  the  hands  of  the  conqn^ra, 
who  had  also  taken  more  than  twenty 
colors  and  standards,  seven^-dvis  guns, 
and  fifty-seven  wall-pieces,  twenty  thou- 
sand small  arms,  and  an  immense  quan- 
tity of  shot,  shells,  and  powder. 

With  this  crowning  victory,  the  Mex- 
ican war  was,  Tirtiially,ended;  although 
there  was  some  fightiog  at  a  few  other 
pointa,  whieh  may  bridly  be  noted  in 
the  present  connection.  In  the  city  of 
Mexico,  as  we  have  stated  above,  Santa 
Anna,  as  a  List  act,  let  loose  the  con- 
victs out  of  prLson,  wlio  f  ^r  two  or  three 
days  committed  murders  and  outrage 
to  an  alarming  extent.  When  the 
American  soldiers  dispersed  £roin  the 
great  square  to  seek  qoarteis  in  the 
city,  they  were  fired  npon  by  these 
sooondrels  from  housetops  and  win- 
dows, and  from  behind  walls, 
and  every  screen  which  could 
be  used  for  so  nefarious  a  purpose. 
The  better  disposed  of  the  inhabitants 
willingly  joined  General  Scott  in  his 
exertions  to  suppress  this  iusuirection 
of  brigands,  which  was  more  to  be 
dreaded  by  them  than  by  the  Ameiv 
leans;  and  such  vSgoroasmeaamKS  were 
adopted  nnder  the  proclamation  of  mar> 
tial  law,  as  speedily  brought  it  to  an 
eod.  General  Quitman  was  appointed 


govemor  of  the  dty ;  and  nnder  his  ad* 

ministration  of  Scott's  general  order, 
the  city  was  more  peaceable  and  safe 
than  it  bad  been  fur  ages.  The  contri- 
bution levied  amounted  to  no  more  than 
$150,000,  the  greatest  part  of  which 
was  devoted  to  the  purchase  of  blankets 
and  shoes  for  the  common  soldiers,  and 
comfinrts  for  the  sick  and  woonded. 

Colonel  Childs  was  left  at  Paebk 
(p.  445)  when  General  Scott  marched 
for  the  capital,  hnving  <mly  four  hun^ 
dred  eflficient  men  and  nearly  eighteen 
hundred  in  the  hospitals.  Order  was 
preserved  until,  false  ne^  of  Mexican 
success  at  Molino  del  Rcy  having  readi- 
ed the  city,  the  masses,  joined  by  about 
three  thonssad  troops  nnder  General 
Bea,  rose  npon  and  besieged  the  gar- 
nson.  On  the  32d  of  September,  Santa 
Anna  (who,  when  he  fled  from  ]\re.\Ico, 
had  summoned  the  congress  to  Qaer6> 
tare,  and  had  resigned  the  presidency 
to  Chief-Justice  Pena  y  Pena)  arrived, 
and  increasing  the  assailants  to  nearly 
eight  thousand,  made  the  most  vigorous 
efforts,  during  the  following  six  days 
and  nights,  to  dislodge  the  Americana 
from  Hhe  position  ibey  had  sdsed.  Ti- 
dings of  their  danger  were  carried  to 
General  Lane  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  Major 
Lally  at  Jalapa,  and  they,  fighting  their 
way  through  the  swarms  of  guerllleroJi 
which  infested  every  pass,  fell  upon 
Santa  Anna  (who  had  advanced  a,'?  far 
m  iluamantla  to  meet  them)  on  the 
9th  of  October,  and,  although  their  force 
was  nnder  a  thousand  strong,  de&ated 
him  after  a  afaaip  aetum.  On  the  18th, 
they  reached  Puebla,  and  at  once  re- 
versed the  aspect  of  affiurs.  Be*  with- 
drew to  Atli»»,  whither  lime  pmHoed 
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bim,  and  carried  the  place  after  an 
hour's  cannonade  by  mooulight,  on  the 
night  of  the  19th  of  October.  The 
losses  of  the  Americans  in  these  aflaiio 
were  about  aliimdied  killed  and  wound- 
ed. The  gaerilleros  wwe  a]so  about 
the  flame  time  ^feetnalfy  dlsperaed,  and 
commnnieatioDS  from  the  sea  to  the 
capital  were  rendered  safe  and  free 
from  annoyance. 

The  American  naval  force  was  occu- 
pied in  several  expeditions  principally 
in  the  Pacific  Guy  am  as  was  seized  by 
Captain  Lavallette,  on  the  20th  of  Oc- 
tober, having  been  deserted  by  its  gar- 
rison and  governor,  and  a  dononstratiion 
afterwards  made  against  it  was  eaafly 
defeated.  Mazatlan  was  occu- 
pied, on  the  10th  of  Kovember, 
by  Commodore  Sliubrick,  who  hoped 
to  have  made  it  the  teruiiuu.-i  of  a  line 
of  communication  with  General  Scott 
or  General  Taylor.  San  Bias,  San  Jos6, 
Mnlej^  San  Antonio,  andTodos  Santos 
were  ^lao  tfie  scenes  of  combats  and 
skixmislia,  all  of  them  invariably  end- 
ing  in  the  success  of  our  countrymen's 
arms. 

Mexico  Lavin;^  now  been  eflectually 
subdued,  and  all  hope  of  armed  resist- 
ance having  been  cut  off,  it  remained 
only  to  negotiate  the  tcnns  on  which 
peace  was  to  be  obtained,  and  the  de- 
mands of  the  United  States  satisfied. 
Mr.TmtIs  efforts  tbns  &r  had  not  been 
productive  of  any  jfroits,  and  the  arm- 
istice of  Tacubaya  had  not  resulted  as 
General  Scott  hoped  and  had  reason  to 
expect.  Soon  after  the  capture  of  the 
capital,  Mr.  Trist  had  sounded  Pena  y 
Pefia  respecting  the  renewal  of  peace 
negotiations;  but  it  was  not  till  the 
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end  of  October,  that  that  prudent  states- 
man exprervsed,  tlirons^h  his  secretary, 
Don  Luiij  de  la  lloau,  hLs  profound  de- 
sire for  the  cessation  of  hoejtilities. 
Whoi  Anaya  altered  on  the  presi- 
dency, and  PeSa  y  P^  was  no  more 
thiui  a  member  <k  tiie  cabinet,  be  re- 
tained the  same  feeling,  and  in  the  lalp 
ter  part  of  November,  offered  to  ap- 
poiTit  commiiisioners  for  the  purpose  of 
arranging  the  terms  of  peace. 
But  in  the  mean  time,  the  pres- 
ident and  cabinet  at  Waakiiigtou  had 
been  convinced  by  the  result  of  the 
anmstice  ci  Tacubaya,  that  Mr.  Trist 
was  not  lilEely  to  arrive  at  a  satis&etory 
issae :  and  orders  had  been  sent  £>r  hk 
recalL  This  fact  General  Scott  (who 
was  empowered  to  act  as  commissioner) 
was  directed  to  notify  to  the  Mexican 
authorities  ;  and  at  the  same  time  Trist 
was  required  to  break  off  any  unfinished 
negotiations,  and  to  take  with  iiiai  to 
Wasbingtan  any  treaty  he  might  have 
concluded,  when  he  received' his  notice 
of  recall;  which  was  reiterated  in  the 
next  dispatches,  his  government  grow- 
ing more  discontented  with  his  course 
of  action.  ••  But,  notwithstanding  all  tlii-s, 
]Mr.  Trist  was  anxions  to  have  a  share 
in  the  glory  of  effecting  a  treaty,  aud 
he  ventured  to  continue  to  act  as  Amer* 
ican  commissioner  to  Mexico. 

At  this  stage  of  afiin,  the  dissen- 
sions and  squabbles  among  the  Ameri- 
ca commanden  became  matter  of  pub- 
lic notoriety.  General  Scott  was  in- 
volved in  warm  and  wordy  contests 
with  three  of  his  immediate  subordi- 
nates, at  the  same  time ;  and  he  put 
two  of  liis  opponents.  General  Pillow, 
whom  Mr.  Trist  looked  npon  as  a  per- 
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sonal  enemy,  and  the  cause  of  Ins  leoaU, 
and  Goieral  Worth,  whom  newspaper 
corroppondents  had  praised  to  an  extent 
whicli  seemed  to  rellect  npoh  himself, 
under  aiTcst.  Into  the  UicnUs  oi  these 
disputes  wo  need  not  enter;  they  iu^e 
too  recent  to  be  s^ely  adjudicated  upon, 
ereii  were  all  lihe  imeatuy  data  in  our 
posseBsioii.* 

Mr.Tnst^  meanwliQe,  proceeded  with 
his  unauthorized  negotiations,  and  on 
the  2d  of  February,  1848,  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  completed.  It 
was  signed  on  that  day,  in  tlie  town  so 
named,  by  Mr.  Trist,  ou  the  j^art  of  the 
American  government,  although  he  had 
ceased  to  jeprasmt  it;  and  on  the  part 
of  ihe  Mezieaa  goTenimeDt — wMeh 
could  floarcely  be  said  to  exist  at  all,  so 
perturbed,  and  rague,  and  wanting  in 
means  of  all  kinds  was  it — ^by 
Don  Luis  G.  Cucv.os,  Don  Ber- 
nardo Conto,  and  Don  Miguel  Atristain. 
There  were  twenty-three  articles,  and 
one  additional  and  secret  article,  stipu- 
lating that  the  ratification  by  the  gov- 
ermnent  of  Washln^on  might  be  de- 
ferred fonr  montba  beyond  tbe  term 
fixed  in  the  open  articles  of  the  treaty. 
And  the  principal  conditions  contained 
in  it  were, — the  restoration  of  peace ; 
the  cession  not  only  of  Texas,  bat  of 


'  Mij.-r  nii.hj  Azr,-.tt^  !x  t.v.tv.Ut  cf  psf^  to  thh 
matu^,  and  gives  it  as  his  opinion,  that  tho  offect  of 
the  proceocUngB  of  the  ooait  (held  betwMO  Ifuch  and 
Jul}  ,  l'^  t;>)  was  Vt  produce  "the  improsjpion,  and  truly, 
that  the  whole  allair  of  the  dl&rent  quarrels  had  its 
or^jia  in  unfounded  suspidoos  ud  joalouay  an  tfie 
pan  of  fhc  i^rncrnl-in-chii-f,  and  that  ihc  army  and  tho 
oountrj"  had  disturbvi  by  a  scandalous  quarrdi 
vrtthout  waf  XQUooaUo  ohiih^  to  fhs  iqjuiy  of  th»np 
ntation  of  tho  Bci*io&*'— »  mWiii-im  MMetJ*  toL 
ii^  p.  633. 
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New  Mexico  and  Upper  Oalifoniia  also, 
to  the  United  States;  the  payment,  in 
consideration  of  this  cession  of  territory, 
of  $15,000,000  by  the  American  gov- 
ernment, and  of  tlie  claims  of  the  citizens  I 
of  the  United  btates  against  the  gov 
emment  of  Mexico,  to  the  extent  of 
$8,250,000 ;  and  a  compact  to  restrain 
the  incorsiona  and  nuacondnet  of  the 
Indiana  on  the  northern  frontier. 

The  treaty  was  immediately  dis- 
patclied  to  "Washington,  and  notwith- 
standinL--  tl:e  irregular  way  in  which  it 
hud  beuri  negotiated,  was  at  once  sent 
to  the  Senate  by  Mr.  Poik.  It  was 
there  debated  quite  at  large,  and  ratified 
after  a  iew  alterations,  ca  the  lOtb  of 
March.  The  treaty  was  sabeegiiently 
ratified  by  the  Mexiesn  CkNogieni,  on 
the  80th  of  !May ;  and  during  the  sum- 
mer of  18-18,  our  brave  troops  returned 
home.  Peace  was  proclaimed  by  the 
president  on  tho  4th  of  July,  1848.* 

Mr.  Benton,  in  his  "Thirty  Years' 
View,"  has  some  interesting  remarks 
upon  the  Mexican  war,  uid  the  negotia* 
tbns  T^hich  led  to  the  treaty  of  peace, 
which  are  worth  the  leaded  examina- 
tion. "Gertsinly,"  as  he  sajB,  "those 
who  served  the  government  well  in 
tliat  war  with  Mexico,  fared  badly  with 
the  administration.  Taylor,  who  had 
vanquished  at  Palo  Alto,  litjsaca  de  la 
Palma,  Monterey,  and  Buena  Vist;^,  was 
quarrelled  with;  Scott,  who  removed 
tiie  obstadee  to  peace,  and  subdued  the 
Mexican  mind  to  peaoCi  was  aapeiBeded 
in  the  command  of  the  army;  SVemoid> 


*  Tor  die  pnddeiift  ptodimtttiaD  aadClii*  faw^  «f 
peace  with  Mexico^  m»  Appendix  at  tfi*  €Ejd  «f 
pnoeotohaptet; 
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wHo  had  snatched  Califomia  oat  of  the 
bands  of  the  British,  and  handed  it  over 
to  tho  United  States,  was  conrt-rnar- 
tialed  ;  and  Trist,  who  made  the  treaty 
which  secured  the  objects  of  tlie  war, 
and  rele;ised  the  administration  from  its 
dangers,  was reeaUed  and dismiflBed"* 
The  M«d«saa  war,  however  gratify- 
mg  in  its  reanltB  it  may  have  proved  to 
the  national  pride  ci  onr  oonntrymen, 
is  nevertheless  suggestive  of  many  and 
very  grave  reflections.  Onr  cfnilant 
troops,  it  is  truo,  displayed  the  courage 
'  and  en^lnrauce  of  the  bravest  of  the 
brave,  ana  iuk,  Trtole  career  of  the 
army,  under  its  accomplished  leaders, 
was  one  sacoesnon  of  vietories ;  large 
aeoessions  of  territory  were  made,  and 
beside  Texas,  New  Mexico  and  Gaiifor- 
nia  became  integral  portions  of  the 
United  States ;  and  from  this  date,  onr 
country  has  1»ken  her  rank  in  the  fore- 
front of  the  lirst-rate  powers  of  the 
world.  But  it  is  only  right  and  proper 
that  we  should  look  steadily  at  the  cost 
of  this  war,  the  oost  in  money,  and  what 
is  &r  more  valuably  the  cost  in  homan 
liie.  As  to  the  former,  it  is,  in  one 
senae^  of  little  moment;  $20,000,000 
were  pmd  for  the  newly-acquired  terri- 
tory, and  official  ptatistics  show,  that  the 
grand  total  of  expenditure  in  the  way 
of  army  and  navy  siippoi-t,  of  bounties, 
pensions,  and  the  like,  wa.-^  not  much, 
if  at  a]l,  short  of  $150,000,000;  yet, 
great  as  tiiis  amonnt  is,  it  is  not  of  ma^ 
terial  importance  to  a  naticm  of  so  vast 
and  exteiuive  resources  as  ours.  The 
cost  <^  the  war  in  human  lives  is  far 
more  worthy  of  note.  The  number  of 


♦  Bcntoo'8  "Thirtj/  Yeanf  Fiw,"  toL  iL,  p.  71L 


regulais  who  served  in  Mexico  wag 
twenty-seven  thousand  five  hundred, 
and  of  volunteers  seventy-one  thousand 
three  hundred,  making  a  total  oi'  ninety- 
nine  thousand;  of  these,  some  forty 
thousand  resigned  or  were  dbcharged, 
and  between.  Ibnr  and  five  thousand 
deserted.  Ihe  totsl  loss  from  battle, 
disease,  and  aU  causes,  (as  cakukted 
by  those  femilifti'  with  the  data,)  was 
certamly  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand men !  The  reader  will  need  no 
aid  from  us  to  see  how  vast  an  amount 
of  suffering  and  misery  must  have  re- 
sulted from  this  fearful  destruction  of 
human  life ;  how  much  domestic  afflic- 
tion, pauperism,  starvatitm,  suicid^  and 
othor  deplorable  evils,  must  have  fbl- 
lowed  in  the  tnun  of  war  and  blood- 
shed in  Mexico.  The  result  is  yet  in 
the  future ;  and  it  may  be  the  task  of 
the  historian  in  later  ages  to  "point  the 
niorid"  of  this  war,  and  to  show  how, 
in  the  wise  dispensations  of  God,  im- 
portant ends  were  accomplished  by  it, 
for  dviliaation  and  Ihe  progress  d  the 
human  race.* 

After  this  long  d^resrion,  we  xetara 
to  the  consideration  of  home  affairs. 
The  twenty-ninth  Congress  exjured,  it^ 
was  stated  on  a  previous  page,  (p.  480,) 
on  the  3d  of  March,  1847,  and  soon 
after  the  contest,  with  reference  to  mem- 
ber of  the  new  House,  commenced  in 
earnest.    The  recnalt  of  the  eLeetkms 


♦  The  vfnmWe  Albert  Gallatin,  while  the  nii>'s'j"n  i 
of  our  relations  with  Mexico  was  uni»ttlcd,  muai  an  I 
int4a«Bting  paidpUet,  ieotitkd  '*JVitM  with  Mtxieo,* 
which  we  conuncml  to  the  attention  of  the  reader. 
Mr.  O.  bad  previously  seat  forth  a  paniphlDt,  under 
tb»  title  of  "ITor  «tU  MttiM,"  irfai«li  Ib  «Im 
acterizod  by  th«  Hmw  cpirit  of  modnfttioa,  jutUo^ 
udouidor.  i 
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showed  lihat  the  zneaBUTea  of  "Mr.  Polkas 
administrattoii  had  not  retmned 
for  it  the  popularity  which  it 

enjoyed  when  he  entered  -npon  office. 
The  Mexican  war  had  deprived  it  of 
the  favor  of  some  of  the  states ;  and 
othei'S  had  been  displeased  at  the  rejjeal 
Off  the  protttstiTe  tariff;  aad  ao,  when 
the  first  seeaion  of  the  thirtieth  Con- 
greas  began,  it  waa  plain  Ihat^  though 
in  the  Senate  democracy  was  still  dom- 
inant, a  miyoiity  of  the  other  House 
was  in  the  opposition. 

This  fact  wa.s  clearly  shown  when 
the  Ilouse  came  to  the  election  of 
speaker,  on  the  6th  oi  December,  184*7 ; 
for  Kobert  C.  "Winthrop,  a  Massachu- 
setts whig,  waa  chosen,  on  the  third 
baUot,  by  a miyoziiy  of  ahnndred  and 
ten  votes  againat  sixty-four  given  to 
Linn  Boyd,  the  principal  democratic 
candidate,  forty-one  to  other  demo- 
crats, and  three  to  other  whigg.  The 
other  officers  of  the  House,  who  had 
now  to  be  appointed,  were,  of  course, 
of  the  same  political  complesion. 

A  large  portion  of  Mr.  Polk's  mes- 
sage was  ocd^oed  wil^  the  Mexican 
war  and  the  questions  connected  with 
it.  Interesting  information  of  a  diplo- 
matic kind  was  also  furnished  in  one 
paragraph,  in  whicli — after  recommend- 
ing the  establishment  of  legal  tribunals 
for  the  punish ini'tit  of  criminal  in  Chi- 
na, Ic^t  the  impunity  of  citi^seus  of  the 
United  States  guilty  of  crime  there, 
shonld  lead  to  any  intermption  of 
friendly  relations  with  ihat  important 
nation — mention  was  made  of  "  treaties 
with  the  Sublime  Porte,  Tripoli,  Tunis, 
Morocco,  and  Muscat,"  all  awaiting  the 
sanction  of  the  Senate;  and  of  the  com-  ] 


mencement  of  diplomatic  intercourse 
with  the  Papal  States,  which  reqnired 
an  appropriation  to  de£ray  the  expeDse 
to  be  incurred. 

The  receipts  into  the  treasury,  dor 
ing  the  year  ending  in  June,  1847,  had 
been  $26,346,790 ;  but  the  expenditure 
had  reached  nearly  to  the  amount  of 
$59,500,000.  The  entire  public  debt 
waa  saad  now  to  be  $45,660,000. 
"Should  the  war  with  Mexico  be  con- 
tinued," the  president  remarked,  "  until 
the  30th  of  June,  1849,  it  is  estimated 
that  a  further  loan  of  $20,500,000  will 
be  required  for  the  liLscal  year  ending 
on  that  day,  in  case  no  duty  be  imposed 
on  tea  and  coffee,  and  the  public  lands 
be  not  reduced  and  gradoaied  in  price, 
and  no  military  contribntions  shall  be 
collected  in  Mexico.  If  the  duty  on 
tea  and  coffee  be  imposed,  and  the 
lands  be  reduced  and  graduated  in 
price  as  proposed,  the  loan  may  be  re- 
duced to  $17,000,000,  and  will  be  sub- 
ject  to  be  still  further  reduced  by  the 
amount  of  the  military  contributions 
which  may  be  collected  in  Mexico." 

The  operatbn  of  the  tariff  was  spok- 
en  of  as  decidedly  bmeAcia],  and  the 
independent  treaanry  was  landed  in 
terms  which  may  be  worth  quotmg 
here :— "  Wliile  the  fiscal  operations  of 
the  goverument  have  been  conducted 
with  reerularity  and  ease  under  this 
system,  it  has  had  a  salutary  effect  in 
i^>iA^Trif>g  and  {Hreventing  an  nn- 
dne  inflation  of  the  paper  cmv 
reney  isaued  by  the  banks  whidi  exist 
under  the  state  diarters.  Beqmriog, 
m  it  does,  all  dues  to  the  government 
to  lie  ])aid  in  gold  and  silver,  its  effect 
is  to  restrain  excessive  iasoes  of  bank 
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paper  by  the  banks,  disproportioned  to 
thp  «[<ocie  in  tlieir  vanltsi,  for  the  reason 
that  they  are  at  all  times  liable  to  be 
called  oil  hy  the  holdei-s  of  theh*  note*? 
for  their  redemptiuu,  iu  order  to  obtaiu 
specie  for  fhe  payment  of  duty  and 
other  public  dues.  The  banks,  there- 
fore^ must  keep  tiidr  biuineas  inthin 
pradent  lumtB^  and  be  always  in  a  con- 
dition to  meet  andi  calls,  or  nm  the 
hazard  of  beini^  compelled  to  suspend 
specie  paymeote,  and  be  thereby  dis- 
credited." 

In  addition  to  these  various  topics^ 
the  mint,  the  public  knds,  the  govern- 
ment of  Oregon  Territory,  the  navy, 
the  steam  marine,  and  the  poBt«ffice,Te> 
cdved  dne  attention  in  the  very  lengthy 
message,  which  waa  concluded  with  a 
timely  reference  to  the  •vrise  counsels  of 
Washinp:ton  against  disunion,  and  with 
an  invocation  of  the  blessing  of  Al- 
mighty God  upon  the  deliberations  of 
the  national  legblature. 

Not  mnch,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  was 
accomplished  during  this  sesrion  of 
Congress,  principslly  because  of  the 
exciting  political  questions,  arising  out 
oi^  and  connected  with,  the  approach- 
ing presidential  election.  The  "Wil- 
mot  proviso"  waa  again  warmly  de- 
bated, in  connection  with  the  l>ill  ])ro- 
vidiug  a  territorial  government  for 
Oregon  Territory.  When  the  bill  was 
passing  through  .tiie  Senate,  amongst 
other  amendments  on  the  mo- 
tion  of  Senator  Donglas,  the 
Missouri  comproniisG  amendment  was 
appended  to  it;  Lnt  the  House  refused 
to  concur  in  this  addition  to  its  bill ; 
and  the  Senate  in  consequence  l  eceded 
from  this  amendment^  by  a  vote  of 


twenty-nine  to  twenty-five,  when  the 
House  accepted  the  others.  A  loan  of 
116,000,000  was  autliorized,  and  an  act 
was  passed  giving  anth«)rlly  to  pur- 
chase the  papers  of  Mr.  Madison,  fourth 
preadeot  d  the  United  States.  Con- 
gress adjonmed  on  the  14th  of  August, 
184& 

The  venerable  ex-preaident,  John 
Qoinqr  Adams,  vho^  with  rare  patriot- 
ism, -wm  serving  his  country  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  stricken  with  paralysis,  while  in  his 
seat,  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  1848. 
The  Hoose  immediately  adjourned,  as 
did  also  the  Senate;  Mr.  Adams  was 
remoTed  to  the  epeaker^  room,  giving 
utterance  to  his  dying  words,  **thi9  is 
the  last  of  earth and  on  the  23d,  he 
sank  quietly  to  his  rest.  As  was  fitting, 
honors  were  bestowed  upon  hU  memory 
by  the  myriads  of  his  countrymen  wlio 
deplored  his  removal  from  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation.  lie  hngered,"  saya 
Mr.  Benton,  *^two  days,  and  died  on  the 
evening  of  the  38d— etmck  the  day 
before,  and  dying  the  day  after  the  an- 
niversary of  Washington's  birth— and 
attended  by  every  circumstance  which 
he  conld  have  chosen  to  give  felicity  in 
death.  It  was  on  the  field  of  his  labors, 
in  the  presence  ol"  the  national  repre-  j 
sentation, presided  over  by  a  son  of 
aachusetts,  (Bobert  C.  Winthrop,  Esq.); 
in  the  ibll  possession  of  his  fitculties, 
and  of  their  &ithfal  use  at  octogenarian 
age— without  a pang^hnng  over,  in  his 
last  unconscious  moments,  by  her  who 
had  been  for  more  than  fifty  yeai-s  the 
worthy  partner  of  ]m  bosom.  Such  a 
death  was  tlie  'crowriing  mercy'  of  a 
long  life  of  eminent  and  patriotic  ser* 
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vioe^  fiDed  wiili  tmsry  mddent  that 
gives  digmfyaiidliistretohiiinaiLejaBt- 

ence." 

Tlie  democrailc  party,  in  the  spring 
of  1848,  held  a  national  convention  for 
the  nomination  of  candidates  for  pres- 
ident and  vic6-presid«Dt.  The  couveu- 
tiiMi  met  at  Baltmiorei  on  the  88d  of 
IbyyttidforaeTeiral  diiyB  labored  enrn- 
eatty  to  fix  upon  names  wbidk  ahonld 
command  the  confidence  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  people.  The  "  hunkers"  and 
"b!irn"b\irners"  sent  delegates  from  Notv 
York,  both  claiming  to  represent  tlie 
democracy  of  the  empire  state ;  l)oth 
were  admitted;  but,  as  tliia  only  neu- 
tralized the  vote  of  that  state,  both  de- 
filmed  to  ta]»  thdr  seats,  and  "New 
York,  oonseqiiently,  liad  no  share  m 
the  work  of  the  convention.  On  the 
fourth  ballot^  General  Lewis  Cass  was 
peleeted  as  the  candidate  of  the  party 
for  tiie  presidency,  and  General  Wil- 
liam O.  Butler,  of  Kentucky,  wad  sub- 
sequently chosen  as  its  candidate  for 
the  vice-presidency* 

The  national  eonyention  of  the  whigs 
assembled,  on  the  t&  of  Jnne,  at  FhU- 
adelphia,  and  spent  two  or  tliiee  days 
in  m^ing  a  choice  out  of  the  number 
of  prominent  candidates  before  tliem. 
Daniel  Webster  and  TTenry  Clay,  both 
statesmen  of  ImltIi  rank,  Avere  passed 
over — as  was  ako  General  Scott  j  and 


*  Thnt  portion  of  the  jiarty  who  v,  crc  dissati-iflccl 
with  this  result,  held  a  convention  at  Utica,  and  nooii- 


Hartin  Tan  Btmn  fir  pNMfdtnt  Ibo  **fi«a- 
•oil  party,"  conaistin;:  mninly  of  the  aW)i;U;;;i;sts,  held 
a  ooaTeotian  at  BulMo,  in  August  Mr.  Tan  Buren 
via  adopta^  as  (hflir  candidato  ftr  llie  prciideiiqr,  and 
Charles  IVaoda  AdaiBs  aa  tbdr  eaiididata  ftr  Iba  Tiea* 
presideDcy. 

Vokin.— 58 


Graavl  Taylor,  irho  had  acquired  so 

great  distinction  hy  his  miUtary  ser- 
vices in  Mexico,  was  selected  as  the  can- 
didate for  president,  (p.  441).  Millard 
Fillmore  was  placed  on  the  same  ticket 
AS  candidate  for  vice-president. 

The  election  took  place  in  Kovembcr, 
and  resulted  as  fbUows.  General  Tay- 
lor and  Millard  FQlmore  received  each 
one  hundred  and  ninety^hiee  votes, 
and  wera  conseqnently  elected  presi- 
dent and  vice-president.  Generals  Cass 
and  Butler,  received  each  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  votes.  The 
"free-soil"  candidates  did  not 
receive  any  of  the  electoral  votes,  as 
they  were  given  hj  the  states;  bnt 
the  popular  vote  shows  ihdr  relative 
strengtii,  and  that  of  the  otiber  two 
parties,  tiiiis: — the  votes  given  for  Tay- 
lor were,  a  million  three  hundred  and 
sixty-two  tlionsand  and  twenty-four; 
those  for  Cass,  a  million  two  hundred 
and  twenty-two  thousand  four  hundred 
and  nineteen ;  and  those  for  Van  Buren, 
two  hundred  and  ninety-one  thousand 
six  hundred  and  eeventy-cight;  and 
above  five  thousand  other  votes  weire 
"scattered"  and  lost.  Hence  it  is  quite 
possible,  that^  had  the  Baltimore  Con- 
vention trivon  general  satisfaction  to 
the  democratic  party,  its  candidates 
mifyht  have  been  elected  to  the  hisrh 
ollices  on  which  th(-ir  asjtii-ations  were 
fixed.  "  The  result  of  the  election,"  as 
Senator  Benton  well  says,  "was  not 
without  its  moral  and  its  instruction. 
All  the  long  intrigues  to  govern  it  had 
miscarried.  None  oi  the  architects  of 
annexation,  or  of  war,  were  elected.  A 
virt-orifms  c^cncral  ovci^hadowed  them 
ail^  and  those  who  had  considered 
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Texas  their  own  game,  and  made  it  the 
staple  of  incc&^ant  plots  for  five  yeai-s, 
saw  themselves  sliut  out  from  tliat  pres- 
idency wliicli  it  had  been  tlie  ol)ject  of 
so  many  intrigues  to  gain.    Even  the 
slavery  a^tation  fiuled  to  govern  tiie 
eleotioii;  and  a  eoldier  was  elected,  un- 
known to  polities!  intrigae^  and  who 
had  never  even  voted  at  an  election."* 
The  second  sessidn  of  the  thirtieth 
Congress  commenced  on  the  4th  of 
I  December,  1848,  and  the  next  day  ilr. 
Polk  sent  in  his  fonrth  and  List  annual 
message.    It  proved  to  be  uuuwally 
long,  and  it  entered  fblhjr  into  Hba  qnes- 
tioDS  of  interest  and  importance  wliicIi 
at  that  date  clsimed  notice  from  the 
executive  and  the  national  legislature. 
In  speaking  of  foreign  affairs,  the  pnch 
ident  made  mention  of  "  advantacfeous 
treaties  of  commerce"  conclndcd  with 
?few  rirfnada  Peru  the  Two  Sicllitjs 
Belgium,  Hauover,  Oldenburg,  and 
Meddenbnrg-Schwerin.    He  praised 
Giest  Britain  for  '^pnrsning  onr  ezaoh 
ple^"  and  relaxing  her  restrictive  sys- 
tem; and  took  occsdon  to  laud,  with 
more  than  the  accustomed  warmth  of 

In  reviewing  the  acquisitions  of  new 
regions  of  country,  which  had  been 
made  during  his  administration,  the 
president  declared  that  they  amounted 
to  more  than  half  as  much  as  the  entire 
territory  of  the  United  States  at  the 
time  of  his  ^trance  upon  office;  and, 
he  added,  it  wonld  be  difflcelt  to  calcu- 
late the  value  of  these  immense  addi- 
tions to  the  area  of  the  country.  He 
said  this,  in  part,  because  he  had  to  an- 
nounce the  discovery  of  the  incalcula- 
bly rich  gold  mines  of  California;*  and 
in  part,  because  it  alibrded  80  prodigious 
a  field  fat  the  ezpsnrion  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Ststes,  and  gave  to  the 
Union  so  commandiz^  a  position  upon 
both  the  great  Oceans  that  ex- 
tend to  botih  the  poles.  And 
with  a  full  sense  of  the  lustre  which 
these  events  must  shed  upou  his  admin- 
istration, he  said  — "The  aeouisition  of 
Califomia  and  New  Mexico,  the  settle- 
ment of  the  Oregon  boundary,  and  the 
aonezatton  of  Texas,  extending  to  the 
Kio  Grande,  are  resnlts  which  condl»ned 
are  of  greater  oonseqnenc^  and  will  add 

retiring  presidents,  the  institutions  of 
the  country.    After  recording  the  ter* 
inination  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  Mr. 
Folk  spoke  of  the  military  atrenj^th  of 
the  United  States,  and  boasted  of  theij- 
possessing  "  virtosHy  a  standing  army 
of  two  millions  of  armed  citizen  sol- 
diers;**  he  also  dilated  in  glowing  terms, 
i  upon  the  navy,  and  the  organization  of 

J     tUvR}t?  UlttlidlCo  UI   tut?  t7At;CUll\ O  \\  lllUXi 

Iiad  been  charged  with  the  conduct  of 

the  war. 

•  BcQtoa's  "  Thirty  Yeart  Fi«»,"  ToL  ii,  p.  724. 

The  first  discovery  of  pnlJ  was  made  Qn  digging 
for  a  ftaw-miU)  in  February,  184S,  on  the  grounds  of 
Captain  Sutor.    The  rumors  of  the  finding  of  £) 
Dorado,  about  which  the  early  adventurers  to  the 
wesU  rn  «'orl(l  had  dreamed  so  frequently,  immediately 
excited  the  attentioD  of  the  whole  community,  and 
fi-om  not  only  the  fllder  portions  of  the  United  States, 
but  from  abnost  every  part  of  tlio  world,  the  "gold- 
diggings"  were  iiougbt  for  with  an  avidity  and  c^^cr- 
ness  which  the  "auri  sacra  fames"  of  the  poet  can 
hardly  adequately  express ;  within  six  wwks.  during 
i^cemucr,  lOv^  anu  c/anuar^ ,  lo-ij,  mure  luaxi  «i  ijun* 
dred  vessels  left  the  ports  of  the  United  States  for  Cali- 
fornia; and  under  the  spur  of  cxcitcmont  find  iiiahing 
haste  trt  pet  rich,  a  population  was  drawn  to  the  rad- 
fic  (Tiust  with  unoxnmpled  rapidity,  and  more  ^-arious 
ani]  extraordinary  than  had  ever  btifijro  gathered  to- 
gether in  one  region  of  country. 

.  ■■   .r."-.  -jr'.y  • 
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more  to  the  sfareogth  aad  wealth  of  the 

natdoQ,  than  any  wLich  have  preceded 
them  flince  the  ado|)tion  of  Hie  Gonsti- 

tnt'ion." 

Having  expressed  himself  in  favor  of 
the  exteiibiou  of  the  ^lissouri  compro- 
mise line,  from  the  western  border  of 
Texas  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  which  in 
feet  woold  have  been  decidedly  to  ihe 
advantage  of  the  eonth  and  of  those 
who  favored  the  extension  of  slave  ter- 
ritory, Mr.  Polk  gave  an  account  of  the 
finances  of  the  government.  The  last 
year's  receipts,  it  was  stated,  had  fallen 
little  short  of  $35,500,000 ;  whilst  the 
expenditure  had  mounted  up  to  nearly 
$43,000,000.  But  the  receipts  of  the 
next  year  were  estimated  at  above 
$57f000,000;  and  the  total -ezpendi- 
tores  at  nearly  $3,000,000  less:  and 
hopes  were  held  ont  that  the  ordinary 
peace  expenditure  '^vould  not  amount  to 
■  so  much  as  $59,000,000.  After  speak- 
ing in  high  terms  of  the  n  v  tariff,  the 
public  debt  was  mentioned,  and  the 
amount  was  stated  to  be  $65,778,450. 
Other  topics  leoeived  attention,  as  the 
poetoffice,  the  "  American  system,"  the 
veto  power,  etc^  and  the  message  closed 
with  an  invocation  of  God*s  blessing 
upon  the  deliberations  of  CJongress,  that 
so  they  might  "  redound  to  the  happi- 
ness, the  honor,  and  the  glory  of  our 
beloved  country." 

Notwithstuuding  this  was  the  short 
aesnon,  coneiderable  pnbHcbnMneBi  was 
transacted.  Senator  Douglas,  of  Sli- 
n<HS,  at  as  early  a  day  as  prac- 
ticable, introduced  a  bill  for  the 
admission  of  California  as  a  state,  with- 
out the  preliminary  passage  through  the 
difierent  grades  of  territorial  govem- 
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menl  The  want  of  harmony,  however, 

between  the  Senate  and  the  Honse 
on  the  subject  of  the  "Wilmot  pio 
vlso,"  the  former  being  opposed,  the 
latter  being  decidedly  in  favor  of  this 
proviso,  prevented  all  etfectivo  legisla- 
tion with  regard  to  the  new  i-egious 
of  territory  belonging  to  the  United 
States.*  iSr.  Douglas  gave  as  his  rear 
sons  for  introdncang  bis  bill  that  the 
popniation  had  increased  so  rapidly, 
there  was  no  reason  to  wait  for  the 
usual  forms  of  procedure.  Eut  though 
both  Louisiana  and  Texa.?  were  cited 
as  precedents,  the  judiciary  committee 
reported,  on  the  9th  of  January,  against 
the  scheme;  whereupon  tile  Illinois 
SenatOT  drew  a  new  bill,  in  aeoofdance 
with  the  intimation  of  ^e  committee, 
and  by  it  proposed  to  establish  both 
New  Mexico  and  California  as  ^^^^ 
new  states  at  once,  ar.d  to  leave 
the  inhabitanta  of  them  to  determine 
whether  or  not  to  allow  slavery  there 
for  themselves ;  but  this  plan  met  with 
no  more  favor  than  the  former,  or  than 
three  other  bills,  all  devised  for  the 
solntbn  of  the  difficulty.  On  the  3d  of 
Febmary,  the  motion  to  t-ahe  it  from 
the  table  was  negatived  by  a  Toy  de- 
cided vote. 

Thf^'rc  being  no  pn>]>;"ibi1itv  df"  pass- 
ing :i  l>ill  for  the  organization  of  the 
new  territories,  Mr.  Walker,  of  Wis- 

*  On  Am  ISfh  of  Deeaadicr,  Seutar  Bntoo,  wImm 

▼kws  on  the  subject  of  slaTCiy  were  well  unJcrstood, 
preaentod  a  petition  from  tha  people  of  Kew  Mexico^ 
piuylu^  ftif  tk  tn'rflorid  ({pwciiiiieDt,  tmi  tgfdnit  tfio 
dismemberment  of  their  tCTritory  in  &Tor  of  Texas, 
and  also  offaintt  the  introdveUon  qf  donmtic  a^oMty. 
After  oonodeniblA  debitiv  Am  motion  to  |irtetfbiBp» 

tiljan  was  cairioJ  by  a  rote  of  thirtT-t!ircc  to  fooflMl^' 
Mr.  fientoo  huDBetf  being  one  of  the  nagoti^. 
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consin,  on  the  29tli  of  Febroaiy,  intro- 
daced  into  the  Senate  an  amendment 
to  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appropria- 
tion bill,  providing  for  the  extension  of 
the  revenue  laws  over  Culiformu  aiid 
New  Mezitio^  and  aleo  the  Gonstitotion 
of  the  United  States,  with  all  general 
lawBapplioableto  thecaae;  whieh  hav- 
ing been  adopted  by  a  small  majority, 
the  House  farther  amended  the  bill,  by 
adding  to  it  the  favorite  "  Wilmot  pro- 
viso." Fresh  debate  arose  upon  this 
phase  of  the  affair,  and  the  original 
measure  waa  iu  imminent  hazard  of  not 
being  earned  at  all,  to  the  jeopardy  of 
the  public  Besrice.  Bat  at  lengtii,  at 
five  o'clock  an.  Stmday  momiiig,  March 
the  4th,  1849, — the  Senate  having  been 
kfsfib  £nMB.  breaking  up  by  the  tact  and 
influence  of  Daniel  Webster, — both 
Honses  Avitlidrcw  their  amendments, 
and  the  bill  pasised;  the  Senate  at  the 
same  time  passing  the  bill  for  extending 
the  revenne  laws  to  California,  which 
had  alreadybeen  adoptedby  the  Honae. 
Thna  eTezything  fiiiled  in  relation  to 
the  establishing  a  temporary  govern- 
ment for  California  and  New  Mexico. 

Among  the  principal  acts  of  the  ses- 
sion  may  be  mentioned,  the  establish- 
ing a  tenitorial  government  for  Minne- 
sota; the  making  arrangementi}  for  tlic 
seventh  census ;  the  oi^anization  of  the 
department  of  the  intnior,  and  the  ap- 
pointment of  an  aasistant  Beeretaiy  of 
state ;  the  mnning  and  marking  off  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  state  of  Iowa; 
and  a  resolution  authorizing  the  secre- 
tary of  war  to  furnish  oinigrantg  to 
Oregon,  Oaliforaia,  and  New  ]\Iexico, 
with  suitable  arms  and  ammunition. 
We  may  also  note  here,  that  a  conven- 


tion or  treaty  between  the  United 
States  and  Great  Britain,  for  the  im« 
provenient  of  the  postal  communica- 
tions  between  the  territories  of  the  two 
parties,  was  signed  iu  London  on  the 
15th  of  Deoember,  1S48.  The  Senate 
confirmed  the  trealy  on  the  5th  of  Jan 
nary,  1849. 

The  steady  perseverance  of  those 
who  wished  to  effect  the  abolition  of 
slavery  in  the  District  of  Colnmbia, 
rather  alarmed  the  southern  members 
of  Congress,  and  they  determined  to 
hold  a  convention  in  relation  to  this 
topic,  so  as  to  diaensB  and  fix  npon  the 
oonrae  whiich  they  ought  to  adopt  in 
the  existing  state  of  aflhin.  Aooord< 
ingly,  sbcty-eight  members  of  Congress 
assembled  in  the  Senate  chamber,  on 
the  2ud  of  December,  1848,  and  Sena- 
tor iletcalfe  of  Kentucky,  presided. 

A  scriea  of  resolutions,  based  on  the 
Virginia  resolutions  of  1798,  were  intro- 
duced by  T.  EL  Bayley,  of  Virginia,  and 
referred  to  a  eommittee;  and,  on  the 
15th  of  January,  Kr.  Calhoun,  in  behalf 
of  the  committee,  reported  an  "Ad- 
Hvcm  of  the  Southern  Delegates  to  their 
Constituents/'  which,  after  reeiting  the 
constitutional  provisions  rc?5pccting  slav- 
ery, and  the  alleged  violations  of  the 
constitutional  rights  of  the  slave  states 
by  the  northern  or  free  states,  called 
upon  the  sonth  to  present  a  nnited  and 
immovable  fronts  and  to  be  ready  to 
defend  their  rights.  Nearly  ^^^^ 
ninety  members  attended  this 
second  meeting,  »nd  at  a  third  meeting, 
on  January  the  2 2d,  a  smaller  number 
Ix'ing  present,  Mr.  Calhonn'a  address 
was  adopted,  in  preference  to  one  "to 
the  People  of  the  United  States,"  sab- 
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mitted  as  ft  sabstitate  for  it,  by  Jolin 
Mi  Benien,  of  Greoij^a,  and  was  signed 
by  fortj'eiglit  membera,  forty-nz  being 

democrata  and  only  two  being  wbigs. 

The  discovery  and  tlie  imjtortanee  of 
the  irold  region  on  tljo  sLoies  of  tho 
Pacilic,  gave  rise  to  various  scbemes  for 
estublialiiug  raili'oad  communication  be- 
tween the  eastern  and  western  tenritory 
of  our  lepubEc.  Several  plau  were 
brought  ^rward  in  CongresB ;  bnt  the 
only  one  tbat  received  attention,  was 
that  wbicb  contemplated  a  zaOroad 
across  tlie  IstlirauH  of  Panama,  so  as  to 
reduce  the  dlstuuce  to  California  from 
the  Atlantic  states,  firom  some  seven- 
teen thousand  miles  (which  was  the 
distmice  by  way  of  Cape  Horn),  to  less 
ihanaxtlioiisandnulea.  The  bill  which 
Mr.  Benton  brought  fi»ward  in  the 
Senate,  to  aocompliBh  tlus  object,  did 
not  receive  the  support  of  the  majority 
in  that  body.  The  overland  route  also, 
thouirh  the  distance  was  much  les?:,  was 
not  considered  at  all  practicable  at  this 
date. 

With  the  4th  of  March,  1849,  the 
seamon  ci  Gongress  ended ;  and  at  tiie 
sajne  time  Mf*  Poll^  fbnr  years  of  pub- 
lic service  reached  th^  tennination. 
They  were  stirring  and  oventfdL  jeai>; ; 
and  at  some  future  day  they  will  af- 
ford wide  scope  for  the  historian  of 
our  country  to  do  theui  justice.  Sena- 
tor Benton  in  of  opinion  that  the  faults 


of  "Mi.  Po]k*8  admimstraticn  were  the 
ikidts  of  his  cabinet;  the  merits  jf  it 

were  all  his  own.  "The  Mexican  war, 
nnd^  the  impulse  of  speculators,  and 
upon  an  intrigue  of  Santa  Anna,  was 
the  great  blot  upon  his  administration ; 
and  that  was  wholly  the  work  of  the 
intriguing  part  of  his  cabinet.  .  .  .  The 
ac^nisitaon  of  "New  Mexico  and  Cali- 
fcniia  were  the  distiiigaishing  events 
of  hisadministraiion^fraits  <€t3ie  war 
with  Mexico ;  but  which  wonld  have 
come  to  the  United  States  without  that 
war,  if  the  president  had  been  surround- 
ed by  a  cabinet  free  from  intriijue  and 
sellishncss,  and  wholly  intent  u[  - n  the 
honor  and  interest  of  the  country.'  We 
shall  not,  however,  in  this  place  under- 
take any  review  of  the  measures  of  Mr. 
Polk  and  his  advisers  during  the  four 
y^rs  of  his  pvedldeni^.  For  reasons 
which  have  been  already  stated,  we  do 
not  called  upon  here  to  express 
any  opinion  as  to  the  due  inccd  of  ])rai3e 
or  censure  which  belongs  to  him  and 
his  aci^.  We  leave  him  to  the  judg- 
ment of  posterity.* 


•  In  thi's  coniKx'tion,  ttp  mnTrcffr  the  irader  to  the 
Hon.  Luciea  B.  Chase's  '■'IliMtory  of  the  FoJk  Adminu- 
tnOUm*  N.  T.,  1850^ pp. 81&  ID-,  a  claims  to  hsre 
shown  entire  impartiality  and  fairnc?-,  and  as  his  vol- 
ume is  full  of  dooumentarj  matter,  th«  roador  may  con- 
sult it  to  admiliBfc  W«alM»|liin4MifteiBdlMntIie 
doatli  of  ^fr.  Polk,  which  took  phM  at  ITaahvIlk,  Ten- 
nessee^ June  15th,  1848. 
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TREATT  OF  PEACE  WITH  MEXICO. 
th*  Pntid(ni  of  the  Unikd  Stale*  of  ^hmHmu 

A  FBOCLAMATION. 

WauuAB  a  treaty  of  peace,  frUndflli^  limitB^ 
and  settlement  between  the  United  States  of 

America  an'l  tho  Mexican  rcptiblip,  was  concluded 
and  signed  at  the  citgr  of  Guadaloape  Hidalgo, 
on  the  aeooad  day  of  Febraaiy,  oo«  thouBADd 
eigbt  hundred  and  forty-eight,  which  treaty,  as 
amended  by  thu  Scimte  oftlifi  T^nited  Stntcs,  and 
being  in  the  English  and  Spanish  languages,  is 
word  feir  irord  aa  ftilova: 

In  the  Name  of  Almighty  God: 

Tho  Unitt  d  States  of  America  and  tho  United 
Mexican  Suites,  animated  by  a  sincere  desire  to 
put  an  and  to  Ilia  Galamities  of  the  mir  whkli 
unhappily  exists  between  tlio  two  republics,  and 
to  establish  iipun  a  solid  Tiasis  relations  nf  peace 
and  friisndsliip,  wliicli  aluiU  confer  reciprocal  bene- 
fits upon  the  dtazena  of  botii,  and  aasnre  tba  eon* 
cord,  harmony,  and  mutual  confidence  wherein 
the  two  people  should  live,  as  good  julirhbors, 
have  for  that  purpose  appointed  their  resipectiTe 
pleoipotenliaries— 4bat  is  to  say*  tbaprcrident  of 
the  Unlt<'d  Stiktcs  has  appointed  Nicholas  P. 
Trist,  a  citizen  of  tho  United  States,  and  the 
president  of  the  Mexican  republic  has  appointed 
Don  Luis  QoQzago  Cuevas,  Don  Bernardo  Conto, 
ud  Don  Miguel  Atiistalu,  citizLiis  of  the  snid 
r^ublio,  who,  after  a  reciprocal  cotrunmiication 
of  th^  respeotiTa  fhll  powers,  have,  under  the 
proteotion  A^Dolj^iy  <3od,  tba  antbor  <tf  peace, 
arranged,  agreed  vpon,  and  signed  tin  fiilloini^ 

TVtsCy  9fp«»»,ftkM^  UmiU,  md  tMtmmt,  Uimm 

ABTIOLK  T. 

There  shall  be  firm  and  universal  peace  be- 
tween die  United  States  of  A*!W*^  and  the 
Mexican  rq>ublic,  and  betwaen  tbdr  respective 
oountrics,  torritorics,  cities,  towns,  and  people, 
without  exception  of  places  or  persons. 


GHAPTEB  VI. 


AaXIOLB  II. 

Immediately  upon  tho  signattrrc  of  this  treaty, 
a  convention  shall  bo  eotercd  into  between  a  con. 
misstonar  or  otwunistkoers  aj^inted  by  tiba 
general-iodiief  of  ^  ibrccs  of  the  United  States, 
and  such  aa  may  be  appoiiiU  d  by  tho  ^Texlcan 
govenuneot,  to  the  and  that  a  provisional  sus- 
pension of  hoslilitieB  ahall  take  place,  and  that, 
in  the  places  occupied  by  tho  said  forooi,  COnsti* 
tutional  order  may  be  re-established,  as  regards 
Uie  political,  administrative,  and  judicial  brancfaea, 
SO  &r  as  this  shall  ba  permitted  by  the  cinonm- 
staaoss  of  mUittry  ooenpatiflo. 

aanoLB  iii. 

Kninediatdy  upon  tha  tatificstion  of  tba  pres> 

cnt  treaty  by  tho  government  of  tho  United 
States,  ord'TS  sliall  be  transmitted  to  tho  com- 
niunders  uf  tneir  land  aud  naval  forces,  requiring 
iha  latter  (prodded  thia  treaty  shall  dien  have 
been  ratified  by  tho  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic,  and  the  ratifications  exchanged)  imme- 
diately to  desist  from  blockading  any  Mexican 
ports;  and  requiring  tba  Ibrinar  (under  tba  same 
condition)  to  commence,  at  the  earliest  moment 
practicable,  withdrawing  all  troops  of  tho  United 
States  then  in  the  interior  of  theMeucan  republic, 
to  points  Ibat  ahall  ba  sdected  by  aommon  agree- 
ineiit.  at  a  distance  from  the  sea-ports  not  exeecd- 
ing  thirty  leagues ;  and  such  evacuation  of  the 
interior  of  tho  republio  shall  be  eompleted  with 
the  least  possible  delay;  the  Mexican  govern- 
ment hereby  binding  itself  to  aHord  every  facility 
in  its  power  for  rendering  the  same  convenient  to 
tba  troopa  on  tbur  march  and  in  their  new  pod- 
tiona,iH^  for  promoting  a  good  understanding 
between  them  nnd  the  inhabitnntp.  In  like  man- 
ner, orders  shall  bo  dispatched  to  the  persons  in 
charge  of  the  eustam-bonses  at  all  porta  ooeopied 
by  Uie  forces  of  the  United  States,  requiring 
them  (under  the  same  co!iditions)  immediately 
to  deliver  possession  of  the  same  to  tho  pcr9or»a 
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authorized  by  the  Me  xican  govornmcnt  to  receivo 
it,  together  with  all  bondH  and  pvidcnces  of  debt 
for  duties  on  importations  and  on  exportationa 
Dot  yel  ftllen  due.  MoraoTer,  a  ftitUbl  and 
eauust  account  shall  be  made  out^  shoiiring  the 
"ntirc  amount  of  all  duties  on  imports  and  on 
sports  collected  ut  such  cuatom-liouiteii  or  elao- 
wlieitt  in  Hezioo  "bj  antbori^  of  the  United 
SUtes,  from  aiid  aftor  tlic  day  of  ratification  of 
this  treaty  by  the  government  of  the  Mexican 
republic;  and  also  an  account  of  the  cost  of  col> 
leedon ;  and  mdi  entire  amtwint,  dedrnting  only 
tbe  cost  of  collection,  shall  be  delivered  to  tho 
Mexican  government,  at  the  city  of  Mexico, 
within  three  months  after  the  esdbange  of  ratifi- 
eatiiODB. 

The  evacuation  of  the  capital  of  the  ^fcxican 
republic  by  tho  troops  of  the  United  States,  in 
Yirtae  of  the  above  etlpnlation,  shall  be  eomp 
pleted  in  one  montli  after  the  orders  there  itiptip 
lated  for  shall  have  been  received  by  the  com- 
nuuider  of  said  troops,  or  soooer  if  possible. 

ABTIOLE  IT. 

Immeduitely  after  tho  cxchaTigo  of  ratifications 
of  the  present  treaty,  all  castles,  forts,  territories, 
places,  and  possessions,  vtl&A  have  been  tak«t 
or  occupied  hj  the  finees  of  the  United  Stntos 
during  the  present  war,  within  the  limits  of  tlio 
Mexican  republic,  as  about  to  be  established  by 
dw  Allowing  article,  fliball  bedefimtiTelj  restored 
to  fba  end  repuUii^  together  with  all  the  artillery, 
arm<5,  apparattis  of  war.  munitions,  and  other 
public  property,  which  were  in  tho  said  castles 
and  forta  when  captured,  and  vhidi  tdull  reniun 
there  at  tho  time  «b«l  tbis  treaty  shall  be  duly 
ratified  by  the  <3;ovoriiniont  of  the  ^rexican  re^ 
public.  To  tills  end,  immediately  upon  the  sig- 
nature of  tbii  treaty,  oidera  shall  be  #^patdied 
to  the  Amwican  officers  commanding  such  cas- 
llos  and  fort^,  sccurtn;»  against;  the  rpmova!  or 
destruction  oi'  any  such  artillery,  arms,  apparatus 
of  war,  munitiona,  or  odierpnbllo  property.  Hie 
city  of  Mexico,  within  the  inner  line  of  intrcnch- 
ments  surrounding  tho  said  city,  is  comprehended 
in  the  above  stipulations,  as  regards  the  restora- 
tion of  artillery,  apparatna  of  war,  eta 

Tho  final  evacuation  of  the  territory  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  by  the  forces  of  the  United 
States^  shall  be  completed  in  three  months  from 
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tl)o  s<iid  exchange  of  ratifications,  o-  sooner  if 
possible;  the  ^lexuan  government  hereby  en- 
gaging, as  in  the  foregoing  article,  to  use  all 
means  in  ita  power  for  ftcUitating  sadi  evaona- 
tion,  and  rendering  it  c-  v  I  '  ent  to  the  troops, 
and  for  promotliiL'  a  <rood  understattdlQg between 
them  and  tiie  iukibitonLs.  - 

bowew,  the  latifioation  of  tUa  tna^  1^ 
lioth  parties  should  not  take  place  in  time  to 
allow  the  cmb.irkation  of  tho  troops  of  the  United 
States  to  bo  completed  before  tho  oommeoco- 
meat  of  the  alddy  aeaaon  at  the  Mexlean  porta 

on  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  in  such  case  a  IViendly 
arrangement  shall  be  entered  into  between  the 
goneral-in-chief  of  tho  said  troops  and  the  Mexi- 
can govammant,  whereby  healthy  and  otiienriae 
suitable  places  at  a  distance  from  tho  ports  not 
exceeding  thirty  leagues  shall  be  designated  for 
tite  reridenoe  of  anoh  troopa  aa  may  not  yet  have 
embarked,  until  the  return  of  the  healthy  aeaaon. 
And  the  space  of  tinio  here  referred  to  as  com- 
preheodiog  tho  sickly  season  shall  be  understood 
to  extend  fiom  tiie  fint  day  of  Hay  to  tt»  lint 
day  of  November. 

All  prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either  side,  on 
land  or  on  sea,  shall  be  restored  as  soon  as  prao- 
tioable  after  tiie  exchange  of  ratSfieatiooa  of  thia 
treaty.  It  is  also  agreed,  that  if  any  Mexicana 
slenild  ur;w  be  held  as  captives  hy  any  savage 
tribe  witliin  the  limits  of  the  United  Sut«:s,  aa 
about  to  be  eataibliahed  by  the  fiiUowing  article, 
tiie  covemnicnt  of  the  said  United  States  will 
e\;i('t  the  release  of  auch  Captives, and  Cftuae  them 
to  be  restored  to  their  country. 

ABTIOLE  V. 

The  boundary  line  between  tho  two  rcpublice 
shall  commence  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  three 
leagues  from  land,  <^^orite  the  month  of  the 
Rio  Grande,  otherwise  called  Rio  Bravo  del 
Norte,  or  opposite  the  mouth  of  itn  df>epest 
branuh,  it*  it  sliouid  have  more  than  one  branch 
emptying  diieotiy  Into  tlie  aea;  from  theneo  up 
the  middle  of  that  river,  following  the  deepest 
channel,  where  it  has  moro  than  one,  to  the  j»uint 
where  it  strikes  the  southern  boundary  of  New 
Mncioo;  thence,  wealwarSiy,  along  the  whole 

southern  boundary  of  New  Mexico  (which  runs 
north  of  the  town  called  Faso)  to  its  western 
terminatioQ ;  thence^  northward,  along  the  west* 
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era  line  of  Now  Mexico,  xmtU  it  intersects  the 
first  branch  of  tb»  Bivor  Gila;  (or  if  it  should 
not  intaneol  my  brBaeb  of  ttoA  liTer,  thai  to 

the  point  on  tho  said  line  nearest  to  such  Lniucli, 
and  theuco  in  a  direct  lii:e  to  the  same) ;  thence 
down  middle  of  the  nud  'branch  and  of  ilie 
said  river,  until  it  empties  into  tho  Rio  Colorado; 
theuoe  across  tht;  Kio  Colonido,  following  the 
division  line  between  Upper  and  Lower  Califor- 
lua,  to  die  Padfio  Ooean. 

!nie  southern  and  western  limits  of  New  Mex- 
ico, mentioned  in  this  article,  arc  those  laid  do^vn 
in  the  map  entitled  "Map  of  the  Untied  Mexican 
States,  at  orgamttimidtfimilf  varkmt  mtt  of 
the  Conffrett  of  eaid  republic,  and  conttrvcted  ac- 
cording to  the  beat  authorities.  Rcri':ed  edi(ion. 
Publuhed  at  New  York  in  1847, 6y  J.  IHstumeli:' 
Of  whidi  map  a  copy  li  added  to  tiiis  treaty, 
bearing;  the  signatures  and  seals  of  the  under- 
signed plenipotentiaries.  And,  in  order  to  pre- 
clude ail  difficulty  in  tracing  upon  the  ground 
the  limit  Mipanting  Upper  from  Lower  CSbUAip- 
nio,  it  is  agreed  tliat  the  snid  limit  shall  consist 
of  a  stnii^'lit  line  dra^Ti  from  the. middle  of  the 
Bio  Giia,  whore  it  unites  with  tho  Colorado,  to 
a  point  on  the  ooost  of  the  Paoifie  Ooean  distant 
one  marine  league  duo  south  of  the  soutlu  mmost 
point  of  the  port  of  Sim  Diego,  according  to  the 
plan  of  said  port  made  in  tho  year  1782  by  Don 
Joim  Piuito}a,  eeoond  eaUing-^iuuter  of  tiie  Spau- 
isli  fleet,  and  published  at  Madrid  in  the  year 
80'2,  in  the  Atlas  to  the  voyage  of  tho  schooners 
Sutil  tuid  Mexicana^  of  which  plan  a  copy  ia  here- 
unto added,  algned  and  tealed  by  the  ivepeative 
plenipotentiaries. 

In  order  to  designate  tho  boundary  lino  ^»-ith 
duo  precision,  upon  authoritative  maps,  and  to 
eatabltdi  upon  the  groand  iandmaiki  wliloh  ahaU 
show  tho  limits  of  both  reptihlies,  a-s  deserihcd  iti 
the  present  article,  tho  two  governments  shall 
eadi  appoint  a  comraiarioner  and  a  surveyor, 
who,  before  the  exj^tton  of  one  year  from  Ae 
date  of  the  exchange  of  rafifientions  of  this  treaty, 
shall  meet  at  the  port  of  San  Diego,  and  proceed 
to  ran  and  nark  the  slid'  Wmdary  in  itt  whole 
course  to  the  mouth  of  the  Rio  Bravo  del  Norte. 
They  shall  ke<»p  Journals  and  mark  out  plans  of 
their  operations ;  and  tho  result  agreed  upon  by 
tfaMh  dttll  be  deemed  a  part  of  this  treaty,  and 
•hail  bava  tiw  aaina  fona  aa  if  It  -ware  Inaerted 


therein.  The  two  governments  will  arulcably 
agree  regarding  what  may  be  nooesbary  to  these 
persons,  and  alao  as  to  their  respeotive  asoortu, 
should  such  he  necessary. 

The  boundary  lino  established  by  this  article 
shall  be  religiously  respected  by  each  of  the  two 
republiea,  and  no  eihanga  shall  ever  ba  made 
tlierctn,  except  by  the  express  and  fVee  consent 
of  both  natiooa,  lawfully  g^ven  by  the  general 
govenuiMnft  of  aaaby  in  too&ntSU^  iriA  wm 


ASTIOLS  VI. 

The  Tvasels  and  dtlMW  of  the  Uidted  Slataa 
■hall}  in  all  time,  have  a  freo  and  uninterrupted 
passage  by  the  Gulf  of  California,  and  by  the 
lUvcr  Colorado  below  its  confluonoo  with  the  Gila^ 
to  and  fiom  thdr  possessions  atoatod  north  of 
the  boundary  lino  defined  in  the  pMOsding  artide ; 
it  being  understood  that  this  passage  is  to  be 
by  navigating  the  Gulf  of  California  and  tho 
RiTer  Ocdonido,  and  not  by  land,  without  the  coE' 
press  consent  of  the  ISfexican  government. 

If,  by  the  examinations  which  may  be  ma^le,  it 
should  be  aaocrtained  to  be  practicable  and  ad- 
vantageous to  oonstouot  a  roBd,e8na],  or  nulvay, 
which  should  in  wholo  or  in  part  run  upon  tho 
River  Gila,  or  upon  its  right  or  its  lell  bank, 
within  tho  space  uf  one  marine  league  troru  either 
mai|^  (tf  tfie  riyer,  die  gomnments  of  both 
republics  will  form  an  agreement  regarding  ila 
construction,  in  order  that  it  may  servo  equally 
for  the  use  and  advuntago  of  both  countries. 

AP.TICLE  Vlf. 

The  River  Gila,  and  tho  part  of  the  Rio  Bravo 
del  Norte  lying  below  the  aouthcm  boundary  of 
New  MeodoH  being,  agresably  to  the  fiiUi  ar^da, 

divided  in  tho  middle,  between  the  two  republics, 
the  navigation  of  the  Gila  and  of  the  Bravo  bdow 
said  boundary  shall  be  fraa  and  oomroon  to  the 
▼osaolo  and  citjaena  of  Iwth  countries ;  andairi1li> 
cr  sluiU,  without  the  consent  <''f  the  other,  con- 
struct any  work  that  may  impede  or  interrupt, 
in  iHioIb  or  in  part,  the  ejcerosa  of  this  right ; 
not  even  for  the  purpose  of  favoring  new  natlioda 
of  navigation.  Nor  shall  any  tax  or  contribu- 
tion, under  any  denomination  or  title,  be  levied 
upon  Tvaaele  or  persons  navigating  the  sams^  Of 
Upon  merdiandtse  or  effeots  transported  thereon, 
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except  in  the  case  of  laodiiig  upon  one  of  their 
shores.  14  for  the  purpose  of  making  the  said 
rivers  iiKviga])le,Qr  for  maintainhig  dieiii  in  audi 

state,  it  shoulct  be  necessary  or  advnntaiTeous  to 
establish  any  tax  or  contribution,  this  skiil  not 
be  done  vltbout  the  consent  of  both  govern- 
ments. 

The  stipulations  contained  in  the  present  article 
shall  not  impair  the  territorial  rights  of  either 
repuUie  vitliia  iti  SBtaldialMd  Ihoits. 

ABTieiB  Till. 

Mexicans  now  established  in  territories  previ* 
onsly  belonging  to  Mexico,  and  wntch  remain  for 
the  future  witliiu  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
M  defined  hj  tiie  pesmt  treaty,  ahall  be  free  to 
continue  ■where  they  now  reside,  or  to  remove  at 
any  time  to  the  Mexican  republic,  rct^iining  the 
property  which  they  possess  in  the  said  territo- 
ries,  or  dlsposbig  thereof^  and  remorlng  the  pro- 
ceeds wherever  tlu>y  ple.-uic,  without  their  being 
subjected,  on  this  account,  to  any  contribution, 
tax,  or  charge  whatever. 

Ibose  wbo  diaU  preftr  to  Temalii  in  the  sdd 
torritories.  may  either  retain  the  title  and  rights 
of  Mexican  citizens,  or  acquire  those  of  citizens 
of  the  United  States.  But  they  shall  be  under 
the  oUIgatiion  to  make  tlid»  eleetion  -witfnn  one 
year  from  the  date  of  the  exchange  of  m'ifica- 
tioos  of  this  treaty}  and  those  who  siiall  renwia 
m  tiie  arid  tenitories  after  the  expiration  of  that 
year,  witliout  faflTmg  declared  their  intention  to 
retain  the  character  of  Mexicans,  shall  be  consid- 
ered to  have  elected  to  become  dtizeos  of  the 
United  States. 

In  the  said  territories,  property  of  every  kind, 
now  belonging  to  Mexicans  not  established  thi>re, 
shall  be  inviolably  respected.  The  present  own- 
ers, the  heirs  of  these,  and  all  Hexioans,  wlio 
may  hereafter  acquire  said  property  hj  oontcact, 
sball  enjoy  with  respect  to  it  j^uarnntees  equally 
ample,  as  if  the  same  belonged  to  dtizens  of  the 
United  BiKtes; 

HexieaBS  who,  hi  the  terriCortes  afinesald,  diall 

not  preserve  tint  character  of  citizens  of  the 
Mexican  republic,  conformably  with  what  is  stip- 
ulated in  the  preceding  article,  shall  be  inoorpo- 
inted  into  the  umon  of  the  United  States^  and  he 
TokllL— 5» 


admitted  at  the  proper  time  (to  be  judged  of  by 
the  Congress  of  tiie  United  States)  to  tiie  enjoy 
mmt  of  aU  the  rights  of  dtizens  of  the  United 
States,  according  to  the  piinciples  of  the  Consti 
tution ;  and  in  the  mean  time  ahall  be  maintained 
and  protected  in  the  enjoynient  of  their  lihar^ 
and  property,  and  aeonxed  in  Ae  free  esevdao  of 
thdr  xelig^  vithottt  Ysatrietkn. 

ABtietn  X. 
[Btrldnn  out] 

AKTIOLB  ZI. 

Cnuridering  that  a  great  port  of  the  territories 
which,  by  tine  preaent  treaty,  are  to  be  comprO' 
bended  for  the  future  within  the  limits  of  the 
United  States,  is  now  oocupied  by  savage  tribes, 
who  win  hsraaAarbe  nudtf  tJis  exdiunve  ootitrol 
of  the  government  of  the  United  Statoji,  and 
whose  incursions  within  the  territory  of  Mexico 
would  be  prejudicial  in  the  extreme,  it  is  solemnly 
agreed,  that  all  tnclh  inemaioDB  ahall  he  Ibrdbly 
restrained  by  tiio  gOTflmmeni  of  the  Umted 
States  whensoever  this  may  be  noccssarj* ;  and 
that  when  they  cannot  be  prevented,  they  shall 
be  punished  by  iho  sud  govonment,  and  aatis* 
fiMdon  fm  the  same  shall  be  exacted — all  in  the 
same  way,  and  with  equal  diligence  and  energy, 
as  il'  the  same  incursions  were  meditated  or  com- 
mitted within  Its  own  territory,  ag^nst  Ita  own 
citizens. 

Tt  ■:}!ull  not  bo  lawful,  under  any  pretext  what- 
ever, for  any  inhabitant  of  the  United  States  to 
purehaae  or  acquire  any  HeitoaB,  or  any  fiveigD^ 
er  residing  in  Mexico,  who  may  have  been  cap- 
tured by  Indians  inhabiting  the  territory  of  either 
of  the  two  republics,  nor  to  purchase  or  ac- 
quire hmse^  mnks,  eattle^  or  propev^  cS  any 
kind,  stolflB  widun  Maadcaik  tanitoiy  by  aadi 
Indians. 

And  in  the  event  of  any  person  or  peraoos, 
captured  witUn  llia:dean  tenltofy  by  bdUna, 

being  carried  into  the  territory  of  the  United 
States,  the  government  of  the  latter  engages  and 
binds  itself,  in  the  most  solemn  manner,  so  soon 
as  it  ahall  know  of  aneh  eaptiTss  bsiDg  witidn  its 
territory,  and  shall  be  able  so  to  do,  through  tho 
faithful  exercise  of  its  influence  and  power,  to 
rescue  them  and  return  them  to  their  country,  or 
deliver  .tham  to  llie  afent  or  »praNDtatif«  of  ■ 
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the  Mexican  government.  The  Mexican  authur- 
ities  vill,  as  fax  as  practicable,  give  to  the  gov- 
mmiait  .of  tbe  Uidted  Stetm  notice  of  radi ' 
captiiros  ;  and  its  agent  shall  pay  the  expenses 
incurred  in  the  maintenance  and  transaussion  of 
the  mauA  capttves;  who,  in  the  niM»  timo, 
shall  be  treated  widi  tin  iitnx>st  hospitality  }]y 
the  American  anthoritirs  at  t^i  j  l  i  e  where  tJitv 
maj  be.  But  if  the  govemnieut  of  the  Unit^ 
BtateB, 'before  veoeiTiog  moh  notieeftvnn  Modoo, 
should  obtain  intdligeooe^  through  any  other 
channel,  of  the  existence  of  Mexican  captives 
withia  its  territory,  it  will  proceed  forthwith  to 
efieofe  thmr  rdflaae  and  Mivery  to  tiie  Ifottoaa 
agent  as  above  itipulatod. 

For  the  purpose  of  giving  to  these  stipulations 
the  fullest  poanble  efficacy,  thereby  affording  the 
•eearity  and  ledras  deiinanded  hj  ilieir  trne 
spirit  and  intenti  the  govemmeiit  of  the  United 
States  'Will  now  and  hereafter  pass,  without  un- 
neceaaary  delay,  and  always  vigilantly  enforce, 
Buch  lawa  as  tiie  nature  of  Ae  mbjeot  may 
quire.  And  finally,  the  sacrodness  of  this  obli- 
gation shall  never  be  lost  sight  of  J^y  the  said 
govenun^t  when  providing  for  the  removal  of 
the  bidianB  from  any  portion  of  Ae  aald  territo- 
ries, or  for  its  being  settled  by  dtizens  of  the 
Unitofl  States ;  but,  on  the  eontrnn^,  speeial  care 
shall  then  be  token  uul  to  place  ils  ludiuii  uccu- 
panta  nnder  Ae  neeeaaity  of  aeddng  new  homea^ 
hy  committing  those  invrisions  which  the  United 
St'itcH  have  solemtily  obliged  themaelvea  to  re- 
strain. 

aano&B  xit. 

In  consideration  of  the  extension  acquired  Ly 
the  boundaries  of  the  UnitcJ  States,  as  defuied 
in  the  fifth  article  of  the  present  treaty,  the  gov- 
ermnent  of  Hie  United  Stetea  engages  to  pay  to 
that  of  the  Mexican  republic  the  asm  of  fiften 
millions  of  dollars. 

Immediately  after  this  treaty  shall  have  been 
dulj  ratified  by  the  government  of  die  Modoan 
republic,  the  sum  of  three  millioDs  of  dollars 
shall  be  paid  to  the  said  govemmcTit  by  that  of 
the  United  States,  at  the  city  of  Mexico,  in  the 
gold  or  allTor  oobi  of  Meadoo.  The  lemaining 
twdw  mUfiona  of  doOan  ahall  be  pdd  at  the 
flame  place,  and  in  the  same  coin,  in  annual  in- 
stalments of  throe  millions  of  dollars  each,  to- 
getlier  viA  tntenst  on  the  aama  at  the  nte  of 
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six  per  centum  per  annum.   This  interest  shall  1 
begin  to  run  upon  the  ^riwle  «nm  of  twelve  niii«  | 
Bona  ftom  the  day  <^  the  ratifioataon  of  the  prcs 
ent  treaty  by  the  Mexican  government,  mi  th*« 
first  of  the  instalments  shall  be  paid  at  the  expi- 
ration of  one  year  from  the  aarao  day.  Together 
with  each  annual  instalmont,  as  it  fvlls  due,  the 
-NThole  interest  nr>cruing  on  such  instalment  from 
the  beginning  shall  also  be  paid. 

aaTioLB  ztii. 

Tlic  United  States  engage,  moreover,  to  assume 
and  pay  to  the  claimants  all  the  amounts  now 
dne  them,  and  thoae  hereafter  to  become  due,  by 
reason  of  the  claims  alrcadj  liqnldated  and  de- 
cided against  the  ilexican  republic,  under  the 
oonventtons  between  the  two  republics  severally 
mtbtSodi  on  the  eleventh  day  of  April,  dghtcen 
hundred  and  thirty-nine,  and  on  the  thirtieth  day 
of  January,  eighteen  hundred  and  forty-three: 
so  that  tha  Mexican  republic  shall  be  absolutely 
eitemptt  for  the  fitture,  from  all  eaqwoaa  what- 
ever on  aflooont  of  the  aaid  clainM. 

AKTIO&B  ZIV. 

'  The  United  Statea  do  flntlMnnoira  diachargo 
the  Meximi  ropublio  from  all  daima  of  dtizens 
of  the  United  States  not  heretofore  c!.-?cided 
agunst  the  Mexican  govenunont,  wlucb  may  have 
ariaen  prevkraaly  to  the  date  of  the  eipatore  of 
this  treaty ;  ^vhieh  dischai^e  sliall  be  final  and 
perpetual,  wliether  the  s;iid  claims  bo  rejected  or 
bo  allowed  by  the  board  of  commissionera  pro> 
Tided  Ihr  in  tho  following  artide^  and  whatever 
shall  be  the  total  amount  of  those  allowed. 

* 

Ibe  United  Statei^  eionenling  Mexloa  ftoq> 
demaada  on  aooonnt  of  the  daima  of  thdr  dti< 

zena  mentioned  in  the  prcc<vlin!»  article,  and  con- 
sidering Uiem  ^tirely  and  forever  cancelled, 
whatever  thdr  amount  may  be,  tmdertake  to 
make  satisfaction  for  the  same,  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  throe  and  one  quarter  millions  of  dol- 
lars. To  ascertain  the  validity  and  amount  of 
thoae  daim^  a  board  of  eomn^adonem  diaD  be 
established  bj  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  whose  awards  shall  be  final  nnd  conclusive; 
provided,  that  in  deciding  upon  tho  validity  of 
eadi  daim,  the  board  dtall  bo  guided  and  gov* 
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craed  hy  the  principles  and  rules  of  decision 
prescribed  Ly  tlie  first  and  fifth  articles  of  the 
unratified  oonTention,  concluded  at  the  citjr  of 
HcKioo  on  the  tir«Dlioth  dftj  of  Noiraaoiber^  one 
^Kumnd  eight  hundred  and  forty-three;  and  in 
no  case  shall  aii  nwrir  J  ha  made  in  favor  of  any 
dsam  not  embraced  by  these  priooiples  and 
rules. 

^  in  tibe  opinion  of  the  sud  board  of  commis- 
sioners, or  of  the  claimants,  any  books,  records, 
or  documents  in  the  possession  or  power  of  the 
govwmiMDt  of  dw  Meiteen  repiiUia^  ahdl  be 
deemed  necessary  to  the  just  decimon  of  any 
claim,  tho  commlfssioners,  or  the  claimants  through 
them,  ahally  within  such  period  as  Congress  may 
teignate,  make  an  appUntkm  in  mtttag  for  the 
same,  addressed  to  the  Mexican  minister  for 
foreign  affairs,  to  bo  transmitted  by  the  secretary 
of  state  of  the  United  States ;  and  the  Mexican 
goyemmant  engagea^  at  the  eariiaat  poadUe  rno- 
mcnt  after  the  receipt  of  such  demand,  to  cause 
any  of  the  books,  records,  or  documents,  so  spec- 
ified, whidi  shall  be  in  their  possession  or  power, 
(or  authenfeiaatedoopiea  or  eortneta  of  dw  aanu^) 
to  be  transmitted  to  the  said  secretary  of  state, 
who  shall  immodiatciy  deliver  them  over  to  the 
aaU  board  of  commissioners :  Provided,  That  no 
KHib  ajppUcation  shall  be  made  by,  or  at  the  in- 
stance of,  any  claimant,  until  the  ftcts  which  it  ia 
expected  to  prove  by  such  books,  records,  or  doo- 
innanti^  abaU  bsve  bean  ateted  nndar  oath  or 
affimulioDs  ^ 

ABtieU  XTI. 

Each  of  tbe  contracting  parties  reserves  to  it- 
self tho  entire  right  to  fortify  wliatcvcr  point 
within  its  territory  it  may  judge  proper  so  to 
IbrtUy'  tut  its  aeeoritj. 

ARTIOLK  ITII. 

Tlw  treaty  of  amity,  commerce,  and  navigation, 
concluded  at  the  city  of  Mexico  on  the  fifth  day 
of  April,  jl.  Ik  1881,  between  the  Uidted  Stataa 
of  America  and  tho  United  ^fcxican  States,  ex- 
cept the  additional  article,  and  except  so  far  as 
flie  atipnlatkma  of  die  aaid  treaty  may  be  inoom- 
patlUe  "with  any  stipulation  contained  in  the 
present  treaty,  is  hereby  revived  for  the  period 
of  eight  years  from  the  day  of  the  ecohaage  of 
latiiCitiMo  of  tbia  treatf,  irith  the  «aaM  finoe 


and  virtue  aa  if  incorporat«d  therein,  it  being 
understood  that  each  of  the  contracting  parties 
reserves  to  itself  the  right,  at  any  time  after  the 
said  period  of  eight  yeara  ahall  ium  expired,  to 
terminate  the  same  by  giving  one  year'a  Qotioe 
of  anoh  intentioa  to  the  other  party. 

An  aopplieanliaCsffiBr  ftr  troopa  of  the  Dmteo 
States  in  Meodoo^aniTing  at  porta  in  the  occapa- 

tion  of  such  troops  previous  to  the  final  evacuation 
thereof  although  subse^oaitly  to  the  restoration 
of  the  ouatofDaJKNiaea  at  wuA  porti,  shall  be  en 
tirely  exempt  firoan  dniSea  and  charges  of  ti  . 
kind ;  tho  government  of  the  United  States  here- 
by engaging  and  pledging  its  faith  to  establish, 
and  vigilantly  to  enforce,  all  possible  guarda  for 
securing  the  revenue  of  Maadoo,  by  preventing 
the  importation,  under  cover  of  this  stipulation, 
of  any  articles  other  than  such,  both  in  kind  and 
quantity,  as  shall  reallj  be  Taiited  for  die  me 
and  consumption  of  the  foiraea  of  the  United 
States  during  the  time  they  may  remain  in  ^fi  x- 
ico.  To  this  end  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  offi- 
cers and  agmta  of  the  United  Statea  to  denounce 
to  the  Mexican  authorities  at  the  respective  ports 
any  ntt'^mpt.s  at  a  fraudulent  abuse  of  this  stipu- 
Latioa  which  they  may  know  of,  or  may  have 
rcaaon  to  anapect,  and  to  give  to  aodi  audiorities 
all  the  aid  in  their  power  with  regard  thereto ; 
and  ererj'  such  attempt,  -when  duly  proved  and 
establuihed  by  sentence  of  a  competent  tribunal, 
abaU  be  pnnUhed  bj  the  eonfiaaation  of  ^  prop* 
cr^  ao  attempted  to  be  fittodnleiidj  mtroduowl. 

A&TICLE  XII. 

With  respect  to  all  merchandise,  effects,  and 
property  wbatMiever,  imported  bito  porta  (tf  Mex- 
ico whilst  in  the  occupation  of  the  forces  of  the 
United  States,  "whether  by  citizens  of  either  r©. 
public,  or  by  citizens  or  subjects  of  any  neutral 
nation,  die  fofflowing  mlaa  ahall  be  obaarved: 

1.  All  such  merchandise,  effects,  and  property, 
if  imported  previously  to  the  restoration  of  the 
oustom-houses  to  the  Mexican  authorities,  as 
stipulated  fi^  in  the  thiid  artide  of  tbia  tiMty 
shall  be  exempt  from  confiscation,  altliough  the 
importation  of  the  same  be  prohibited  hj  the 
Mexican  tartjfC 
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S;.  Th*  Mune  peiHbct  «3temptkm  shall  en- 
joyed by  all  such  merchandise,  cfT'Cts,  and  prop- 
erly, imported  subsequently  to  tho  restoration 
of  tko  custom-bousea,  and  previously  to  the 
tSxtf  days  fixed  in  the  following  article  for  the 
coming  into  force  of  the  Mexican  t-.riff  it  such 
ports  respectively;  the  said  mwcliaiidise,  «£• 
fect»,  and  property  being,  however,  at  the  time 
of  their  importation,  subject  to  the  payment 
of  duties,  as  pnvfidsd  fiv  in  the  said  ibll(nring 
article. 

8.  AH  mtet^banSatf  cfllwts,  and  property,  de- 
Acribed  in  the  two  rules  foregoing,  shall,  dur- 
ing their  continuance  at  the  place  of  irnporta- 
tioo,  and  opoa  their  leaving  such  place  for  the 
interior,  be  exempt  from  all  duty,  tax,  or  im< 
poet  of  every  kind,  imder  whatsoever  title  or 
denomination.  Nor  shall  t>?oy  bo  thcro  sub- 
jeoted  to  any  charge  whatsoever  upon  the  sale 
ttereo£ 

4.  All  merchandise,  effects,  and  property,  de- 
acribed  in  the  Arst  and  second  rules,  which  shall 
have  been  removed  to  any  place  in  the  interior 
vbilst  sndi  place  vaa  in  the  occupation  of  the 
ftirOM  of  the  United  States,  shall,  during  their 
oontinuuioo  therein,  be  exempt  from  nil  tax  upon 
the  sale  or  consumption  thereof^  and  from  every 
kind  of  impost  or  eontributloii,  under  whataoerer 
tStie  or  denomination. 

5.  But  if  any  merchandise,  efTect*!,  or  property, 
described  in  the  dnt  and  second  rules,  shall  be 
removed  to  any  place  not  ooeapied  at  the  time 
by  the  forces  of  the  United  States,  thoy  diall, 
upon  thf  Ir  introduction  into  such  p'aw,  or  uprtn 
their  sale  or  consumption  there,  be  subject  to  the 
same  duties  which,  under  the  Mexioan  laws,  they 
would  bo  required  to  pay  In  such  coses  if  they 
had  been  imported  in  time  of  pcaep,  throiir;h  flic 
maritime  custom-houses,  and  had  tliero  paid  llic 
dutiea  oonfbnnably  with  the  Hinican  tarilil 

6.  Tlu'  owners  of  all  MierehaiiJIj*e,  effects,  or 
property,  described  iu  the  first  and  second  rules, 
and  existing  in  any  port  of  Mexico,  shall  have 
the  right  to  res^p  ssmeii  exempt  from  all 
tax  impost,  or  contribution  whatever. 

With  respect  to  the  metals,  or  other  property, 
exported  from  any  Meilcsnpcftyfailstin  the  oo- 
cupatioa  of  die  fimes  of  die  Uidted  Statea,  and 
previously  to  the  restoration  of  the  custom-house 
at  auoh  port,  oo  person  shall  be  required  by  the 


Merieaa  andiorities,  whether  gmeral  or  state,  to 

pay  «iy  tjix,  dtity,  <^r  contribution  upon  any  mch 
exportation,  or  in  any  manner  to  account  for  the 
same  to  the  said  aatboritiea. 


ASriOM  XX. 

llffough  oonddetatianfbr  the  intereeis  of  oom* 

merce  generally,  it  is  agreed,  that  if  less  than 
sixty  days  should  clapso  between  the  date  of  the 
signatnre  of  this  treaty  and  the  restoration  of 
tiie  eBStomAoosea^  eoniimnably  with  die  stipo' 
lation  in  the  third  article,  in  such  case  all  mer- 
chandise, effects,  and  property  whatsoever,  arriv- 
ing at  the  Mexican  ports  after  the  restoratioa  of 
tlie  said  coatamJioiises,  and  prsrloudy  to  dw 
expiration  of  sixty  days  af^er  the  day  of  the  sig- 
nature of  Uiis  treaty,  shall  be  admitted  to  entry; 
and  DO  other  duties  shall  be  levied  diereon  dun 
the  duties  estaUished  by  the  tariff  found  in  ftxoe 
at  sudi  custom-houses  at  the  time  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  same.  And  to  all  such  merchandise^ 
effects,  and  property,  the  rnlas  estaUUied  hy  dM 
preeeding  artide  ahajl  spply. 

AAHCLS  2X1. 

If  unhappily  any  disagreement  should  hero 
after  arise  between  the  governments  of  the  two 

republics,  whether  with  respect  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  any  stipulation  in  this  treaty,  or  with  re 
spect  to  any  other  particular  cont^miog  the  poliU 
ical  or  oonunerclal  rdadoos  of  the  two  nadons, 
the  said  governments,  in  the  name  of  those  na- 
tions, do  promise  to  each  other  that  they  will 
<^deavor,  in  the  most  sincere  and  earnest  manner, 
to  settle  the  diffi»«noes  so  arising,  and  to  preserve 
the  state  of  peace  and  friendship  in  wliich  the 
two  countries  arc  now  placing  themselves;  using, 
for  tlus  end,  mutual  representations  and  pacifio 
negodatJon&  And  if,  hy  these  means,  they, 
should  not  be  enabled  to  come  to  an  agreement, 
a  resort  shall  not,  on  tiiis  account,  be  had  to  re- 
prisals, aggression,  or  hostility  of  any  kind,  by 
the  one  republic  sgainst  the  other,  until  the  gov- 
ernmcnt  of  that  which  deems  itself  aggrieved 
shall  have  maturely  considered,  in  th«  spirit  of 
pcaco  and  good  neighborship,  whetiher  it  would 
not  be  better  that  audi  diffiranee  diould  he  set* 
tied  by  the  arbitration  of  commissioners  Appoint- 
ed on  «wh  side,  or  by  that  of  a  fi-iendly  nation. 
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And  should  auoll  «oune  be  proposed  by  either 
party,  it  shall  be  acceded  to  by  the  other,  unless 
deemed  by  it  altogether  incompatible  with  the 
aatnre  of  tiie  diAniuw^  or  tke  obvoimtiiioM  of 
tbeeuo. 

If  (wlJeh  te  not  to  be  «xpectod,and  which  God 

forbid ')  war  shall  unhappily  brejik  out  between 
i  the  two  republics,  they  do  now,  with  a  view  to 
such  calamity,  soleoinly  pledge  thwrmnlvee  to 
flMh  odifir  and  to  tlia  wwU,  to  dbserre  the  fol- 
lowing niles :  absolutely,  where  the  nature  of  the 
subject  permits,  and  as  closely  as  possible  in  all 
cases  where  sucb  abtoluto  olMerfuoB  AaU  bo 
impoasible. 

1.  The  merchants  of  either  republic  then  re- 
siding in  the  other,  shall  be  allowed  to  remmu 
twelve  montlis  (fbr  thoie  dwelling  in  the  Interior), 
and  tlx  months  (for  those  dwelling  at  the  sea- 
ports), to  collect  their  debts  and  settle  their  af- 
fairs J  during  which  periods  they  shall  enjoy  the 
ame  ftotneAm,  and  be  on  Ihe  aame  footing,  in 
lU  rwpeeti>  ns  tlie  oitiicns  or  subjects  of  the 
most  friendly  nations ;  and,  at  the  expiration 
thereof^  or  at  any  time  before,  they  shall  have 
flillUbert7  to  depart,  carrying  off  all  fhdr  elleds 
without  molestation  or  hindcranoe:  conforming 
therein  to  the  same  laws  which  the  citizens  or 
Mtbjects  of  the  most  friendly  nations  are  required 
to  oonform  ta  Upon  the  entnmoe  of  the  anuka 
of  etther  nation  into  the  territories  of  the  other, 
women  and  ehildrcn,  coott -plasties,  scholars  of 
every  faculty,  cultivators  of  the  earth,  merchants, 
artisans,  manu&ctnrers,  and  fiahennen,  unarmed 
and  inhabiting  the  unfortified  towns,  villages,  or 
places,  nn«l  in  general  all  persons  whogo  occupa- 
tions fure  fur  the  common  subsistence  and  benefit 
of  numkind,  shall  be  allowed  to  oontiBue  their 
respective  employments  unmolested  in  their  per- 
sons. Nor  sluiU  their  houses  or  goods  be  burnt 
or  otherwise  destroyed,  nor  their  cattle  taken, 
nor  tbeir  fields  wasted,  by  the  armed  foroe  into 
wh(jBo  {luwer.  by  the  ovtnt-s  of  war,  they  may 
happen  to  full ;  but  if  the  necessity  arise  to  take 
any  tiling  from  them  for  the  use  of  such  armed 
foioa,  the  same  shall  be  paid  for  at  an  e^taUe 
price.  All  churches.  Iiosplfals,  schools,  college??, 
libraries,  and  other  establishments,  for  charitable 
md  bencfieent  ptttpoeea^  shall  be  respected,  uid 


468 


all  persons  connected  with  the  snmo  prot^'cted  in 
the  discharge  of  th^  datiee,  and  the  puratit  of 
their  vocations. 

.  JS.  In  order  Oafc  tiie  ftto  of  prisonas  of  war 

may  bo  alleviated,  ull  such  practices  as  those  of 
sending  them  into  distant,  inclement,  or  unwhole* 
some  districts,  or  crowding  thorn  into  doee  and 
noidoiisplaoei,  shall  be  stndkNnly  avoided.  Thojr 
skill  not  be  coufmed  in  dungcon.i,  prison-ships,  oi 
prisons ;  nor  be  put  in  irons,  or  bound,  or  other- 
wise  restrained  in  the  use  of  their  Bmbe.  The 
oflSoeis  riayi  enjoy  liberty  on  their  paroles,  within 
convenient  distric(-s,  and  have  comfortable  qnar- 
tcrs ;  and  the  common  soldiers  shall  bo  disposed 
in  cantonmond,  open  and  eztendTe  enough  for 
air  andexeidse^and  lodged  in  bamoks  &s  roomy 
ojid  good  ns  arc  provided  by  the  party  in  whoso 
power  thoy  are,  for  its  own  troops.  But  if  any 
officer  ahan  braak  his  parole  by  leaving  ii»  die- 
triet  ao  assigned  him,  or  any  other  priaoner  shall 
escape  from  the  limits  of  his  cantonment,  after 
they  shall  liavo  h&m  designated  to  him,  such  in- 
dividual, officer,  or  other  prisoner,  shall  forfeit  m 
much  of  the  benefit  of  this  article  as  provides  for 
his  liberty  on  parole  or  in  cantonment.  And  if 
any  officer  so  breaking  his  parole,  or  any  com- 
mon solder  80  escaping  from  the  limits  assignod 
him,  shall  afterwards  be  found  in  arms,  pzev|> 
ously  to  his  being  regularly  excbnngfvl,  tlie  per- 
son so  oilending  shall  be  dealt  With  according  to 
the  eatsUidied  law»  of  war.  Tho  offiooia  diaU 
be  daily  flmddied  by  the  party  in  whose  power 
thoy  are,  with  as  many  rations,  and  of  tho  same 
articles,  as  arc  allowed,  either  in  kind  or  by  commu- 
tation, to  offieera  of  equal  rank  kt  its  own  army; 
and  all  others  shall  be  daily  furnished  with  such 
ration  as  is  allowed  to  a  common  soldier  in  its 
own  service:  the  value  of  all  which  supplies 
shall,  at  the  dose  of  the  war,  or  at  periods  to  be 
agreed  upon  between  tho  re.spcctive  rorninanders, 
be  paid  by  the  other  party,  on  a  m,utual  adjust- 
ment of  accounts  for  the  subsistence  of  prisoners ; 
and  Bodi  aooomitB  shsll  not  be  m&i|^  with  or 
si't  ofT  against  any  othei-s,  nor  the  balance  due  on 
tliem  be  withheld  as  a  compensation  or  reprisal 
for  any  cause  whatever,  real  or  pretended.  Each 
party  shall  bo  allowed  to  keep  a  comntfsiary  <rf 
prisoners,  appointed  by  itself,  with  every  canton- 
mcnt  of  prisoners  in  possesuon  of  the  other ; 
which  oonmniisaiy  ahaiU  tea  tiie  pvisonen  aa  oftsB 
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as  ho  pleasM;  shall  bo  allowed  to  receive,  ex- 
empt from  all  duties  or  taxes,  and  to  distribute 
wlntiBTir  oon^brti  SMjlta  aent  to  iSbem  hj  Ihat 
fiiendfl;  ttid  ifaa]llm  fres  to  transmit  his  reports 
in  open  letters  to  tJie  pKriy  bj  whom  he  is  enu 
ployed. 

And  it  is  dedanS  tihak  neUlwr  ^  pretenoe 
diAfe  mr  duaolv«i  ell  treaties,  nor  any  ol&er 

vhatcYcr,  shall  be  considered  as  annulling  or  sus- 
pending the  soleom  covenant  contained  in  this 
artktle.  On  tin  oontrary,  the  state  of  war  ia 
predsely  that  for  which  it  ia  poridsd,  and  dur- 
ing -which  its  stipulations  are  to  be  as  aacjT?dly 
observed  as  the  most  acknowledged  obligations 
under  the  hnr.of  aatiire  or  satiAa. 

AKTIOIK  ZZIII. 

This  treatj  shall  be  ratified  by  the  president 
of  Hw  Ihdtad  'fltBtea  of  America,  by  wd  with 
tiiB  adviee  and  consent  of  the  Senate  thereof; 

nnd  by  the  president  of  the  Mexican  republic, 
with  the  previous  approbation  of  its  general  Con- 
gress ;  and  Ae  TstilioatioB  dball  he  esebaoged  hi 
the  dtj  of  Washington,  or  at  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  Mexico,  in  four  months  from  the 
date  of  the  signature  hereof  or  sooner  if  prao- 
ttoable. 

In  faith  whereof,  wo,  the  respective  plenipo- 
Ictitiaries  have  signed  this  treaty  of  peace,  friend- 
ship, limits,  and  settlement;  and  have  hereunto 
affixed  our  seals  rs^ectiTely.  Doqp  in  qointo- 
fUata,  at  tfn  eilgr  of  Gnadaki^e  Qdalgo^  on 


the  second  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-«ight. 

N.  P.  TRIST.  [u  B.] 

LUIB  O.  CUEVAS,  [u«.] 
BERNARDO  CONTO.  [u  •.] 
MIOL.  ATRISTAIN,    [l.  b.] 

And  whereas  Ihe  aaid  treaty,  as  amended,  has 
been  ddy  ratified  on  both  parts,  and  tin  respect- 
ive ratifications  of  the  same  were  exchanged  at 
Queretaro,  on  the  thirtieth  <hy  of  ^fay  last,  by 
Ambrooe  H.  Sevier  and  xNathau  tUlToni,  oum- 
missloMn  on  the  past  of  the  goremment  of  the 
tJnitt'd  Stati-s,  and  by  Scnor  Don  Luis  do  la 
Hosa,  minister  of  relations  of  the  Mexican 
public  on  the  part  of  that  government: 

Now,  dMnftra,  he  it  known,  that  I,  Jama  K. 
PoLr,  president  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
have  caused  the  said  treaty  to  be  made  public, 
to  the  end  that  the  same,  and  every  clause  and 
article  tiiereof,  may  be  observed  and  ftilfilkd 
with  good  ftith  by  the  United  Sta^a  and  the  dU 
ixens  thereof 

b  witness  wherei^  I  hare  bereaato  set  my 
hand  and  caused  the  aeel  of  llie  United  Statea  to 
be  afiixed. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  fourth 
daj  of  July,  one  l&oaaand  eight  hundred 
[b  B»3   >ttd  forty-eight,  and  of  the  Independence 
of  the  United  States  the  seventy-third. 

JAMES  K.  POLK. 

BythepreddsBt: 
Jiina  BvcmAmtM,  fleerataiy  of  State. 
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CHAPTBB  VII. 

lAXLOB^S    AKD    I'II.LMOSB's   ADMIHISISAXIO  V. 

Iiuuignrallon  of  Zuiiary  Taylor— CiMWiralM  «oiraMtod  wKh  ft— BbTuaganl  fcJfci*  '  GCT«ml  IWyWf  etUnet 

— 8Uit«  of  polities — D5»putc  ns  to  tlie  Lcuindftrj-  bctwtcu  Tuj;as  uu<l  Now  Mexico  —  Stops  tnkeo  by  the  president 
— Htoiwaltb  iif}iir«d— The  tUrty-fint  Congr«H— Conteit  Ua  Ui«  spcftkenhip — Tb«  prcddcnt's  meauge — 
JBkdtcneBi  growbig  wfe  of  Am  dtTOiy  qwUw— 8pwlb]  isMHisa  «b  OtUkiniU  mni  N«ir  Kvriw — Mmry 

CIav'?  compromise  resolutions — Tlscit^mect  on  the  anVject — Calhoun's  sppoch — IHs  c!fath— Webster's  spMoh— 
Select  commitUe  of  tliirt«ea  —  Henry  Clay's  report — The  "omoibos  bill"  —  Debalea  aitj  troubles  in  tbs  MOtb- 
««ot-^eneral  Taylor's  illnaa  tad  dMfh— IflUudfUlmore  preddent  — His  cabinet— Message  on  TtfM  Oltd 
Kew  Mexico  diflSeultiea — The  eompromii*  mcnaarcs  carried — Result  of  this  legislation  —  The  seventh  census— 
"filibustering"  expeditions  ag^nst  Cuba  —  The  president's  proebunaUon — Lope^s  expeditions  and  thdr  resnlti 
—  Union  meetings— Second  seaidon  of  the  thirty-first  Congress — Snbetanee  of  Mr.  Fillmore's  first  measage» 
DiatauAom  ia  Coagrwt— Bills  pawed — The  Hwngariaa  ^actdoo— >W«l)atei'«  letter  to  Cbevulter  Holaeiiuuin — 
Koiaalli  in  On  Vnitod  Statea— State  of  Mtn—Tht  lint  (Mnelt  ecpeffitioa — The  Oroytom  aSdr— Henry 
Clay's  dcjitli — -Tlie  fishery  question — The  deinocratio  and  whig  national  conventions — Pierce  and  KinL'  i  ciiiin- 
•ted — Soott  and  Orah«m  iuiaiiiiat«d — The  Qaray  grant  question — Congress  adjourns — Daniel  Webster's  deaUi 
— Tb«  ftmUtM  oUtiHoo— Iho  triputtte  wBTnltoB— BilrMti  fron  lb;  BiwrtA  MtwOcogNM  fai  Mt- 
Jon— 'AbahBotofflmMMm  AoUoii  of  Cwigriw  Otao  of  Mr.  lUtootrt  aJmlplatndtoa. 


On  Monday,  March  Stli,  1849,  Zach- 
ary  Taylor,  the  war-worn  hero,  appeared 
bdbre  Lis  fiJlow^tiaens  congregated  m 
Wii8luiigt<»i,  for  the  purpose  of  ^ving 
aolemxi  pledges  of  lus  devotion 
to  the  duties  of  the  high  office 
to  which  he  had  been  called  by  the 
voice  of  his  cotintrymcn.  As  usnnl  on 
tliese  occasions,  there  was  a  vast  con- 
coui-se  f)f  people,  aud  the  civic  display 
was  both  admirably  arranged  and  thor- 
oughly cairied  oat  About  midday, 
droaed  ia  a  plain  sort  of  blacl^  and 
withbefittiDg  gravity  and  dignity,  Zaeh- 
ary  Taylor  joined  the  grand  proceedcNi 
of  SenntOTS  and  distinguished  members 
of  the  governmfMit^  nnd  took  liLs  place 
on  the  stagiDg  erected  in  &out  of  the 


great  portico  of  the  capito!.  There,  in 
the  presence  of  aome  twenty  thoiujand 
people,  he  delivered  Ins  Inaugural  ad- 
drees,  a  brie^  plain,  semible  document, 
such  as  might  have  been  expected  from 
the  man  who  had  been  more  accustomed 
to  the  sword  than  the  pen,  and  who  had 
displayed  qualities  of  mind  and  heart 
which  commended  him  to  the  majority 
of  liis  fellow-citizens  as  the  one  whom 
they  preferred  at  that  day  to  take  the 
helm  of  state. 

The  brevily  of  General  Taylor^  In* 
angoral  -mXl  aathodze  oor  givmg  it  in 
fall,  and  we  are  snre  that  it  vill  be  pe- 
rused with  interest  by  oor  readers. 

"Elected  by  the  American  people  to 
the  highest  office  known  to  our  laws^  X 
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appear  here  to  take  like  oalih  preacnbed 

by  the  Constitution,  and,  in  compliance 
vrith  a  time-lionorcd  custom,  to  address 
those  who  are  now  jissembled. 

"The  confideiice  and  respect  shown 
by  my  countrymen,  in  calling  me  to  he 
tike  chief  magistrate  of  a  republic  hold- 
iDg  a  high  rank  among  the  ntttions  <tf 
the  earth,  have  inapired  me  with  feel- 
ings of  the  most  profound  gratitade; 
but,  when  I  reflect  that  the  acceptance 
of  the  office  which  their  partiality  has 
bestowed  imposes  the  discharge  of  the 
most  arduous  duties,  involves  the  most 
weighty  obligations,  I  am  couiicious  that 
the  position  which  I  have  been  called 
to  fill,  though  Bofficieot  to  satisfy  the' 
loftiest  ambltioik,  is  smroimded  by  fear> 
fhl  responedbi£tie>. 

'^Happilj,  however,  in  the  perform- 
ance of  my  new  duties  I  shall  not  be 
without"  able  co-operation.  The  le^s- 
lative  and  judicial  branches  of  the  gov- 
ernment present  prominent  ex- 
^ples  of  distinguished  civil  at- 
tainments and  mataied  oiperieno^  and 
it  ahall  be  my  endeavor  to  call  to  my 
aaristanee^  in  tiie  eieentive  d^artments^ 
individuals  whose  talents,  integrity,  and 
parity  of  character,  will  furnish  ample 
guarantees  for  the  faithful  and  honor- 
able performance  of  the  trusts  to  be 
committed  to  their  charge.  With  such 
aids,  and  au  honest  purpose  to  do  wliat- 
ever  is  right,  I  hope  to  execute  dili- 
gently, impartially,  and  for  tiie  best  m- 
tnests  of  the  country,  ihe  znanifold 
duties  devolved  upon  me. 

"In  the  discharge  of  these  duties,  my 
guide  will  he  the  Constitution  which  I 
this  day  swear  to  *  preserve,  protect, 
and  defend.'    For  the  interpretation 


ISO. 


of  that  instrument,  I  shall  look  to  the 
decisions  of  the  judicial  tribunals  estab- 
lished by  its  authorit}',  and  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  government  under  the  earlier 
presidents,  who  liad  so  large  a  sliare  in 
its  formation.  To  the  example  of  those 
iUnstrioQS  patriots  I  shall  always  defer 
with  levoence,  and  eepeciaOy  to  liis  ex- 
ample who  was  by  ao  many  titles  '  the 
fiither  of  his  country.' 

"  To  command  the  army  and  navy  of 
the  United  States  — with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate  to  make  treaties 
and  to  appoint  amba.ssadors  and  other 
officers — to  ^ve  to  Congress  informa- 
tion of  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  re- 
commend Boeh  measQxes  as  lie  shall 
judge  to  be  neeesaaiy,  and  to  take  care 
that  the  laws  shall  be  faithfully  execu- 
ted— these  arc  the  moat  important  func- 
tions intrusted  to  the  president  by  the 
Constitution ;  and  it  may  1)6  expect^^d 
that  I  shall  briefly  indicate  the  princi- 
ples which  wiU  control  me  in  their  ex- 
ecution. 

^  Chosen  by  the  body  of  the  people, 
und^  tike  assurance  that  my  admmia* 
tralion  would  be  devoted  to  the  wdfare 
d  the  whole  country,  and  not  to  the 

support  of  any  particular  section  or 
merely  local  interest,  I  this  day  renew 
the  declaration  I  have  heretofore  made, 
and  proclaim  my  fixed  determination  to 
maiutam,  to  the  extent  of  my  ability, 
the  govemmmt  in  ita  originid  purit}-, 
and  to  adopt  as  the  basis  of  my  public 
policy,  those  great  republican  doctrines 
which  constitute  the  ste^ngth  of  oar  na- 
tional existence. 

"In  reference  to  the  army  and  navy, 
lately  employed  with  so  much  distinc- 
tion on  active  service,  care  shall  be 
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taken  to  iosim  the  lugliert  oondilaoiL 

of  eiTiciency;  and,uifiirtiieiaiice  of  that 
object^  the  military  and  naval  schools 
sustained  by  the  liberality  of  Confess, 
shall  receive  the  special  atteutioii  of  the 
executive. 

"As  Americitii  li-eemen  we  can  not 
hat  sympofeluw  in  all  eflGxrb  to  extend 
thebttesBiiigiiof  oinl  and  polifioal  ISbet' 
t7,biitattii0taiiie1iiiiawe  are  warned 
by  the  admonitiou  of  history,  and  the 
voice  of  our  own  beloved  Washii^flQiii, 
to  abstain  from  entangling  alliancps  vrith 
forei}^  nations.  In  all  disputes  between 
conilicting  govemraents,it  isonr  interest 
not  less  than  our  duty  to  remain  strictly 
neatral,  while  our  geographical  position, 
^e  gBxuoi  of  OUT  utttitatioDB  and  on? 
peo^  tlie  adraneiiig  tf&xit  of  onriJiaft- 
tion,  and,  aboTe  a]],  the  dictates  of  re- 
ligion, direct  ns  to  the  cultivation  of 
peaceful  and  friendly  relations  with  all 
other  powers.  It  Lg  to  be  hoped 
that  no  international  question 
can  now  arise  which  a  government,  con- 
fident in  its  own  strength,  and  resolved 
to  pxoteefc  its  own  jaafc  rights,  may  not 
settle  by  wise  negotsaition;  sad  it  eml- 
nently  beoomeB  a  goyemmeiit  like  our 
own,  founded  on  the  morality  and  in- 
teUigence  of  its  citizens,  and  upheld  by 
their  affections,  to  exhaiisst  every  resort 

I  of  honorable  diplomacy  before  appealing 
to  arms.  In  the  conduct  of  our  foreign 
relations,  I  shall  conform  to  thede  views, 
aalt)dieTe  them  essential  to  the  best  in- 
tocsts  and  tme  hoiLor  of  ^e  oonnlay* 

Hie  appomttng  power  vested  m  the 
president  imposes  delicate  and  onei-ous 

i   duties.  So  far  as  it  is  possible  to  be  in- 
formed, T  shall  make  honesty,  capacity, 
and  fidelity,  indispensable  prerequisites 
Vol.  ill.— eO 


to  the  dispoasi  of  offioe^  and  the  ab* 

sence  of  either  of  these  qualities  shall 
be  deemed  sufficient  cause  for  removaL 

"  It  shall  be  my  sttudy  to  recommend 
such  constitutional  measures  to  Congress 
as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  to  secure 
encouragement  and  protection  to  the 
great  iDtererts  of  agriculture,  ocmmierce) 
and  xuanufketureS)  to  improve  our  nrers 
and  harbors,  to  provide  for  the  speedy 
extingniriiment  of  the  public  debt^  to 
enforce  a  strict  accountabSiiy  on  the 
part  of  all  officers  of  the  government, 
and  the  utmost  eeonriTny  in  all  public 
e?q")enditures.  Hut  it  is  for  the  wisdom 
of  Congress  itself,  in  which  all  legisla* 
live  powers  are  vested  by  ihe  Constitu- 
tion, to  regulate  these  and  other  matp. 
ters  of  dcmestie  policy.  I  shall  look 
with  confidence  to  the  enlightened  pat- 
riotism that  body  to  adopt  vuik 
measures  of  conciliation  as  may  harmo- 
nize conflicting  interests,  and  tend  to 
perpetuate  that  Union,  which  should 
be  the  paramount  object  of  our  hopes 
and  affections.  In  any  action  calculated 
to  pr(»note  an  object  so  near  the  beart 
of  every  one  who  truly  loves  Im  conv* 
try,  I  zealously  unite  with  the  oo- 
ordinato  branches  of  the  government. 

"In  conclusion,  I  congratulate  you, 
my  fellow-citizens,  upon  the  high  state 
of  prosperity  to  which  the  goodness  of 
Divine  Providence  has  conducted  our 
common  countiy.  Let  us  invoke  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  same  protecting  care 
whiehhsB  led  ns  from  small  b^;innings 
to  the  eminence  we  tius  day  oc- 
cupy ;  and  let  us  seek  to  deserve 
that  continuance  by  prudence  and  mod- 
eration in  our  councils;  by  well-directed 
attempts  to  assuage  the  bitterness  which 
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too  often  marks  unavoidable  differences 
of  opinion ;  hj  the  promulgation  and 
practice  of  just  and  liberal  principles, 
and  by  an  enlarged  patriotipm  •\y\uch. 
ehaM  acknowledge  no  limits  but  tliose 
of  oar  own  indMpread  zepnUic." 

The  oath  of  ofSoe  was  tiien  admmis- 
terod  by  Chie^iialiioe  Tmej,  and  the 
twelfth  president  of  the  United  States 
retired  from  the  scene,  to  receive  the 
congratulations  of  thonsands  and  to  en- 
j  ter  thencefoi-ward  upon  the  oneroius  du- 
ties of  his  lofty  station.  The  Sonate 
being  in  seBsion,  the  president,  ou  the 
eih  of  Itodi,  1849,  sent  in  the  MSaw- 
ing  names  of  the  gentlemeii  aeleoted  as 
hie  eafaine^  and  tiiej  were  oonfiimed*, 
without  difficulty,  the  next  day.  John 
M-  Clayton,  was  appointed  secretary  of 
state;  William  M.  Meredith,  cocrctarj 
of  the  treasury ;  George  W.  Crawford, 
secretary  of  war ;  William  B.  Preston, 
secretary  of  the  navy ;  Thomas  Ewing, 
secretaiy  of  the  btenor;  Jacob  Collar 
mer,  poatmaBter-general;  and  Beverdy 
Joh]iBon,attoniey'f;eneraL  The  depart- 
ment  of  the  interior,  charged  with  the 
care  of  the  land  office^  Indian  affairs, 
patent  ofBce,  census  office,  public  build- 
ings, et-c.,  added  another  member  to  the 
cabinet,  and  was  organized,  as  j)reriou9- 
ly  noted  (p.  460,)  just  before  the  ad- 
journment of  the  last  Congress.*  The 

*  At  lliis  i  xtra  session  of  the  Senate,  General  Shidds 
preeenttKl  hiu)H«lf  as  Senator  elect  from  TUinoia.  His 
Eeat  was  contested  on  the  ground  of  his  not  baring 
been  a  naturalt)u^i1  citizen  fur  the  term  of  nine  years. 
The  committee  appoiutcd  to  iiwiuirc  into  his  eligibility, 
reported  that  the  election  was  void,  because  General 
Sliielili  Imd  not  been  a  dtizon  for  U»e  torni  of  years  re- 
quired. The  Senate  adopted  the  view  uf  the  cuuiinit- 
tee,  and  the  scat  ivw  declared  vacant  The  li^lature 
of  Il'in  however,  rc-electoJ  him,  ami  he  toolc  his 
seat  at  Uju  opening  of  the  next  Cangrcas. 
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extra  session  of  the  Senate  dosed  on 

the  21st  of  March. 

Notwithstanding  General  Taylor» 
pereonal  popalarity,  it  Sfxtn  became  6%^- 
deut  that  there  was  about  to  be  a  ma- 
jority in  both  Hooaee  (tf  GongreBs  op- 
pc^ed  to  his  admhuBtanticni;  and  from 
the  tone  and  tempor  of  the  Oftpoaitioii 
press,  as  veil  as  the  diasatia&ction  caused 
by  the  removal  of  democrats  from  office, 
and  the  appointment  of  whisrs  in  their 
places,  the  president  and  his  cabinet  had 
reason  to  look  I'oi'ward  to  the  approach- 
ing meeting  of  Cougreiis  with  no  httle 
anadetyaadconoem.  The  position,  also, 
of  Caififoniia  and  New  Mesico,  ibr  whieh 
the  attempt  to  provide  territorial  gov- 
ernments had  failed,  (p.  459,)  and  the 
dispute  stirred  up  by  the  claim  on  the 
part  of  Texas  to  jurisdiction  over  q^uite 
a  large  portion  of  New  Mexico,  demand- 
ed attention,  and  caused  the  administra- 
tion considerable  annoyance  and  vexar 
tion.  Die  praident  took  sneh  steps  as 
seemed  to  be  needed  in  the  emergency ; 
he  sent  Mr.  T.  B.  King,  of  Geoi^a^  as 
bearer  of  dispatches  to  California,  and 
certain  officers  to  California  and  New 
Mexico;  and  in  the  latter  ho  kept  a 
force  in  order  to  preserve  tranquility 
until  the  boundary  question  between 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  could  be  sctUed 
by  aetum  of  CoDgresB.  General  Taylor 
likewise  appointed  a  goTwnor  and  otiier 
offioers  for  the  new  territory  of  Or^on ; 
and  measures  were  taken  to  complete 
the  coast  survey  on  the  Pacific  shores 
of  the  United  States.* 

The  rapidly  increasing  importance  of 

*  Sm  Senator  Benton's  interesting  speech  on  the 
c(»^t  survey,  in  his  **  Thirtjf  Ywri  Fmwi"  t«L  iL, 

pp.  726-29. 
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California  «ad  the  gold  region,  caused 
a  large  inoraRae  of  duty  to  the  president, 

and  anxioa^  consideration  on  his  part 
how  best  to  protect  the  cuiigrant^  flock- 
ing thither,  and  liow  to  sustain,  proper- 
ly and  effectually,  the  authority  of  the 
United  States  in  a  r^on  wlueh  liad  no 
eettled  goviemmeiit  of  any  kind  as  yet 
provided  fiv  it  Tlie  inteiiM  aj^pliea- 
tiou  to  public  businei^  began  to  tell 
upon  the  preatdeat'e  health,  and  the 
effect  of  tlie  new  cares  and  responsibil- 
ities he  had  assumed,  was  becoming  evi- 
dent as  the  summer  paissed  away  and 
the  time  for  the  opening  of  Congress 
approached.* 

Tlie  thirty-fixBt  CkmgraB  -began  its 
fint  scsncm  on  the  Sd  off  Deoeinber, 
1849,  and  the  contest  for  the  speakeiv 
ship  of  the  Hoiiae^  and  the  other  offices, 
immediately  commenced.  Two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  out  of  two  hun- 
dred and  thirty-one  members  of  the 
House  answered  to  their  names,  and  as, 
according  to  the  list  which  was  given 
by  the  newspapets^  there  were  a  haaB^ 
dzed  and  twelve  demoraata,  a  hundred 
and  Ave  whiga,  and  tlurteen  fire&«>ilers, 
it  was  evident  that  there  would  be  a 
sharp  battle  before  a  speaker  could  be 
elected.  And  from  that  day,  day  after 
day  for  nearly  thrfp  woeks,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  Wiisted  the  time  which 
belonged  to  the  people  in  balloting  aud 
speech-maiking  aboat  fillbg  tilte  vacant 
<^air.  Mr.  Gobb,  of  Georgia,  and  Mr. 
VHnthrop,  of  MaaaaehnaettB,  wwe  tiie 
teapective  democfatio  and  wihig  candi- 

*  Oa  the  IStb  of  August,  1849,  tbo  Tenenble  8tatc<!- 
■■n  and  fltwoeier,  Albert  QdbfiD,  dM  bflMvilkgc 
I     of  Astoria,  New  York  lfir.CUhlili«llbfl»«igbtf- 
nioth  year  of  hia  age. 
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dates,  and  either  of  them,  woidd  have 
proved  satisfactory  to  the  country  as 
speaker  of  the  IIoiLse.  At  last,  on  the 
22d  of  December,  the  question  was  set-  i 
tied  by  a  resolntinn  that,  as  Mr.  Cobb 
had  received  a  pimality  vote,  he  should 
be  declared  dnly  eleeted  apeaker;  and 
the  Bjonse  was  aocordingly  organized 
for  the  dkehaige  of  ita  proper  dntiea. 

The  president's  message  was  sent  in 
on  the  24th  of  December,  and  read  to 
both  Houses.  It  proved  to  be  a  plain, 
clearly  Avritten  paper,  aiv\  not  nearly 
so  long  as  several  of  those  which  issued 
from  General  Taylor's  predecessors.  Its 
recommendations  were  characterized  by 
good  aenae  and  modevation;  and  there 
nnthroaghit  aveui  of eanieBt 
and  nnoere  devotion  to  the  best 
interests  of  our  countiy.  "For  more 
than  half  a  century,"  said  the  president^ 
in  conclusion,  "  during  which  kingdoms 
and  empires  have  fallen,  this  Union  has 
stcxyd  unshaken.  The  patriots  who 
formed  it  have  long  since  descended 
into  the  grave ;  yet  atiU  it  ranainSi  the 
proudest  monnment  to  their  memoiy, 
and  the  object  of  aShdaxm.  and  admira- 
tion with  evrayonewofthy  to  bear  the 
American  name.  In  my  judgment,  its 
dissolution  would  be  the  greatest  of 
calamities ;  and  to  avert  that  should  be 
the  study  of  every  Auieriean.  Upou  j 
its  preservation  must  depend  our  hap-  \ 
pinees  and  tiiab  of  ooontless  genera- 
tions to  oome.  WhatevOT  dangera  may 
threaten  it,  I  ahaU  standby  it  and  main* 
tain  it  in  itd  integrity  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  obligations  imposed  ar  d  the  pow- 
er conferred  apon  me  by  the  Constitn 
tion." 

The  exciting  topics  of  former  year% 
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as  the  taril^  internal  improvements,  and 
tlie  like,  having  in  great  measure  been 
put  to  I'est,  the  attention  of  the  comitry 
was  devoted  almoet  entirely  to  the  as- 
pects  of  ibe  sLaTexy  question,  growing 
oat  of  the  vast  increase  of  tenitory 
gaixued  by  ihe  Mexican  war.  The  south, 
naturally  enough,  rejoiced  in  the  acqui- 
Bition  of  Texas  *  and  the  enlargement 
of  the  area  out  of  Avhich  new  slave 
states  might  be  fonned,  and  it  was  also 
sanguine  in  the  expectation  that  New 
Mexico  and  California  might  be  in- 
dnded  In  the  same  category.  The 
Borlli,  on  tiie  other  hand,  ▼hfle  yield- 
ing to  the  neeeaoty  of  Texas  b^g 
under  the  influence  and  guidance  of 
slaveholders,  was  earnest  in  seeking  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  what  it  deemed 
a  great  evil  and  stain  upon  our  national 
escutcheon ;  and  as  it  became  more  and 
more  probable  that  slavery  would  be 
ezdnded  firom  Galifonua  and  New  Mex- 
ico, the  north  oonld  not  bat  exult  in 
the  prospect^  and  also  nige  in  CongieBs 
measareB  calculated  to  dcfpress  southern 
power  and  inflnoiee  in  our  Padfio  poo* 

On  the  21st  of  January,  1850,  the 
president  sent  in  to  the  House  a  special 
menage  in  relation  to  Oalifornia  and 
I7ew  Mexico,  in  which  he  stated,  that 
IS50  ^*  advised  the  people  of 
tiiose  r^ons  to  form  state  con- 
Btitutions,  and  to  apply  for  admission 
into  the  Union.  He  aliao  spoke  of  the 


*  We  may  mention  here,  that  Justice  Sfory  opposed, 
in  eveiy  way  cooaistent  with  bis  judicml  sUtioo,  the 

ft  vioktion  of  the  Gonstitutloti,  in  spirit  at  least,  and  a 
bold  attempt  to  ezt«ad  the  evils  of  slaverj.  ike 
'*J4fkmi£»ttm$^JlMpkmor9,  vd.  iL^pp.  0QS-U. 


Texas  boundary  difficulty,  and  stated, 
that  the  people  in  the  western  part  of 
California  had  formed  a  constitution, 
the  oon^deration  of  which  was  recom* 
mended  to  Congress.*  Senator  Foote 
of  Ifiasifleippi,  a  few  days  preTionaly, 
(January  16th)  had  brought  forwanl 
a  bill  to  provide  a  territorial  govern- 
ment for  California,  Deseret,  and  New 
Mexico,  and  to  enable  the  people  of 
Jacinto,  with  the  assent  of  Texas,,  to 
provide  a  coustitutioii  and  state  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  admission  of  such 
state  into  the  Union.  The  sobject  came 
up  as  the  order  of  the  day,  on  the  S2d, 
and  gave  rise  to  ccmsiderable  debate. 
On  the  29th  of  January,  Henry  day 
brought  forward  a  series  of  eight  reso- 
lutions, by  which  he  hoped  to  provide 
a  basis  of  comproml'ge  for  the  firm  and 
lasting  settlement  of  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. His  plan  in  substance  was,  to  ad- 
mit Galifoniia  as  a  state;  to  form  ter- 
ntorial  goTnnmNitB  in  other  parts  of 
the  territoiyaeqinred  finm  Mexico ;  to 
fix  the  boondary  of  Texas  and  Kew 
Mexico ;  to  propose  to  Tesou  to  pay  off 
her  debt  contracted  pre\H[oTi«i  to  annex- 
ation to  the  United  States ;  to  declare 
it  iuexptnlient  to  abolish  slavery  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  while  it  exists  in 
Maryland,  without  the  consent  of  the 
people  <^  the  state  and  the  districl^  and 
without  oompenHatiitg  the  slaTfrowners 
in  the  district ;  to  declare  it  expedient 
to  prohibit  the  slave  trade  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Co]umV)Ia;  to  make  more  effec- 
tual provision  for  the  recovery  of  fogi* 


*  Dcscrct  was  the  lAxae  adopted  l>j  the  inhaUtaata 
for  the  new  state ;  it  was  subsequent!  j  orgmized  «  i 
tonitocy  undBT  flw  HMDS  «r  mrii. 
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tivealaTes;  andtoaffizmibstGoiigreiS 

has  no  power  to  hinder  the  trade  in 
slaves  l>etween  the  slave-holding  states. 

Mr.  Clay,  venerable  for  liis  years  and 
a  long  life  devoted  to  public  service, 
undertook,  on  the  Stli  of  February,  an 
elaborate  defence  of  the  plan  uf  com- 
promue  vMoIl  lie  had  vfoiight  out. 
In  emoBit  and  affiacting  tenna^  he  be- 
flought  the  Senate  1o  lirten  to  his  ap* 
peals;  he  doionnoed  secession  in  vigor- 
ous language,  and  graphically  painted 
the  terrible  evils  which  would  flow  from 
a  dissolution  of  the  Union.  His  speech 
excited  much  attention,  and  its  senti- 
ments were  approved  by  a  large  portion 
of  the  people.  On  the  IStik  of  Febiii- 
ary,  the  president  transmitted  to  Oon- 
greflB  the  state  eonstitation  whieh  had 
been  adopted  by  the  people  of  Oalifor- 
nia^  in  a  convention  held  for  that  pur- 
pose; but  that  youthful  and  vigoroit^ 
state  did  not  then,  as  was  hoped,  receive 
admission  into  the  Union.  The  debate 
continued,  and  the  excitement 
on  the  pomts  at  issue  spread 
more  widely  and  deeply  thionghont 
the  conntry. 

John  0.  Oalhonn,  like  his  compeer, 
Henry  Clay,  advanced  in  years,  but  un- 
like him  in  other  respects,  gi-eatly  re- 
duced in  health  and  strentrth,  brought 
into  the  Senate,  on  the  14th  of  March, 
a  carefully  prepared  written  speech, 
which,  as  he  was  too  weak  to  deliver 
it,  was  read  by  Mr.  Msstm  of  Yiigsnia. 
He  took  entizefy  oppoeito  gronnd  firom 
that  of  Sfr.  Clay,  and  as  wiw  to  be  ex- 
pected from  him  and  I1I3  well-known 
views  on  the  RuT)ject  of  southern  rights 
and  claims,  he  advocated  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  gave  it  as  his 


settled  ophuon,  fhat  the  comae  of  the 
north  was  so  aggressive  and  mgnst  aa 
fiilly  to  authorize  this  last  resort  TTow- 
evei-  undoubted  were  Mr.  Calhoun's 
integrity  and  sincerity,  his  views  met 
with  but  little  favor,  even  among  south- 
em  state  rightfi  men;  and  it  was  im- 
poBBible  ihai  his  scheme  for  settling 
existing  diiBeolties  oonid  ber  i^;Teed 
upon  by  the  American  people.  We 
may  mention  here^  that  the  great  Sonth 
Carolina  Senator  ended  his  caieer  a  few 
weeks  later.  His  strength  sank  rapidly 
from  this  date,  and  on  the  31st  of 
^larch  ho  was  called  away  from  earth 
to  his  final  account.  Nearly  three- 
score years  and  ten  at  the  time  of  hid 
death,  Mr.Cslhoiui  had  epent  the  larger 
part  of  his  He  in  the  serrioe  of  his 
conntry ;  and  however  unacceptable  a 
large  portion  of  his  views  must  eyer 
be  to  the  majority  of  his  countrymen, 
there  is  no  one  who  can  doubt  his 
uprightness,  his  purity  of  private  life, 
Ilia  vast  intellectual  force  and  energy, 
and  his  earnest  wish  to  promote  the 
wel&ie  of  the  United  States.* 

Daniel  Webster  also^  on  the  l?th  of 
Maidt,  gave  utterance  to  his  yiews  on 
the  questions  nnder  debate;  and  in 
terms  which  we  regret  we  have  not 
room  to  quote,  he  scorned  the  very 
name  of  secession  as  an  act  of  foul 
treachery  and  depravity.  Mr,  Webster 
was  willing  to  do  any  thing  that  was 
right  in  carder  to  mitigate  tihe  evils  of 
slayery;  boti  as  he  emphaticsUy  de 
elared,  secession  would  be,  mnst  be, 

*  Ihe  \V  orkii  of  John  C  Calhoun  have  been  ool- 
Icctad  and  fmliUahBd  ia  riz  tttaam,  widoh  tl»  iSifr 
dent  of  hktory  wiUflndttof  imhieandlBpoilailMtS 

odhbuU  and  sta^jr.  . 
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revolution.  'Mr.  Seward  of  New  York, 
and  other  Senators,  took  part  in  this 
exciting  debate. 

Toward  tiie  oloae  Febroaiy,  Hr. 
Foots  of  Alississippi  mo'ved,  tbat  tbe 
subject  of  territorial  governments  for 
California,  Utah,  and  'New  Mexico,  he 
referred  to  a  select  committee 
*  of  thirteen,  with  instructiom  to 
endeavor  to  effect  a  compromise  upon 
aU  the  vexed  questions  then  arising 
out  of  fbe  inatitntunk  of  alaTery.  Mr. 
Footers  leaolvtioii  was  debated  from 
time  to  time,  but  was  not  disposed  of 
till  the  18th  of  April,  when  it  wag 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  thirty  to  twenty- 
two.  The  compromise  resolutions  of 
Mr.  Clay,  and  also  othei-s  which  had 
been  oftered  by  Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee, 
were  referred  to  1^  same  committee, 
which  was  composed  of  SIX  northern 
and  aiz  soatbem  membcxB,  and  a  t]iu> 
teentb,  the  chairman,  choseii  by  the 
other  twelve.  Mr.  Clay  was  elected 
chairman  of  this  committee. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  Mr.  Clay,  in  be- 
half of  the  select  committee,  brought 
in  a  report  of  a  plan  of  compromise, 
which,  it  was  hoped,  would  allay  exist- 
ing ezdtement.  A  Bevies  of  bills  was 
presented — more  generally  known  as 
tiie  ^^omnibna  biU" — ^to  admit  Galifop- 
nia  as  a  state,  to  establish  territorial 
governments  for  Utah  and  New  Mexi- 
co, to  pay  Tcxa.s  a  sura  of  money  suffi- 
cient to  satisfy  her  on  the  subject  of 
\u'T  boundary,  to  provide  for  the  recov- 
ery of  fugitive  slaves,*  and  to  abolish 

•  Senator  Bsiton  delivered  himself  of  an  elaborate 
tffteth  aguost  Hr.  CU/s  plaa  of  slaTcty  compromige, 
feon  wUcb  «B|iioi«  «ztrMt«  an  gbw  ia  lb* 
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the  slave  trade  in  the  District  of  Co* 
lumbia. 

Long  and  weaneome  debates  and  dis* 
pntes  followed,  tot  week  after  week,  to 

little  or  no  purpose,  and  by  the  begin- 
ning of  August  it  was  found,  that  the 
omnibus  bill  could  not  be  carried  in  its 
present  shape.*  Important  events  mean- 
while had  transpired.  The  NiishviUe 
convention  of  the  supporters  of  slavery 
met,  early  in  June,  and  notwithstand- 
ing at  one  tune  it  seemed  to  threaten 
aeiioiB  ooDseqnenoes,  it  erenta- 
ally  dispersed  without  leading 
to  any  difficidty.  Its  propositions  for 
settling  the  troubles  then  agitating  the 
country  were  neither  new  nor  importr 
ant.  Texas,  t<^o,  liad  taken  lofty  j^onnd, 
and  "presumed  to  entfer  upon  such  a 
course  as  would  lead  to  a  settlement  of 
the  bonndary  question  witb  New  Mex- 
ico, on  terms  eutbieiy  aooeptable  to  hei^ 
sdf.  That^  boweyer,  could  not  for  a 
moment  be  tiiougbt  o^  and  the  presi- 
dent took  measures  to  see  that  the  laws 
Bhould  be  faithfully  carried  out  in  the 
section  of  country  in  dispute. 

In  the  midst  of  this  excitement,  the 
national  hohday  was  airairi  obderved, 
and  General  Taylor  participated  in  it, 
like  every  good  cilazm;  but  within  less 
than  five  ^ys  he  qnielily  sank  to  bis 
rest.  On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  Zach- 
ary  Taylor  died,  in  the  sixty-sixth  year 
of  his  age,  and  before  ho  had  liad  op- 
portunity to  develop  his  plans  and  pur- 
pc«e9  as  president  of  the  United  States. 
The  lamentations  for  his  death  were 

*  For  a  lonp  and  able  review  of  tho  debate  on  the 
oompzomifie  bills,  ddivered  in  tbe  &iuite^  July  2Sd, 

Bmy  dVt'*  ToL  tL,  p|k  MMT. 
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wide  spread  and  sincerely  expreaaed, 
and  the  honors  heaped  upon  his  memo- 
ry demonstrated  that,  wliatever  ditler- 
euce  of  political  sentiment  may  exist 
among  us,  no  one  doubted  tliat  General 
Taylor  was  an  honest,  patriotic  loTer  of 
his  ooontry,  and  one  wlio  would  liave 
diBchiaged  tiie  dotieB  of  Ilk  Ifffly  station 
with  sincere  and  earnest  aeal  and  anim- 
peachahle  integrity. 

Mllard  rUlmore,  on  the  10th  of  July, 
addressed  a  brief  hnt  touching  message 
to  both  Houses  of  Congrca'',  formally 
announcing  the  afflictive  dispensation 
which  had  raised  him  to  l^e  presidential 
chair,  and  reoomineiLding  suit- 
able honors  to  be  paid  to  the 
distiDgoiahed  dead.  lUbr.Eilliiiore  took 
the  required  oath  the  same  day;  the 
funeral  was  celebrated  on  the  13th; 
Mr.  W.  B.  King  was  chosien  president 
pro  tmijiore  of  the  Senate;  and  the  cab- 
inet having  resigned,  others  were  im- 
mediately appointed  in  their  places, 
Daniel  Welwter  being  secretary  of 
state  ;*  and  tbiia,  witbont  diatorbaaee 
or  difficulty,  the  new  pfeaideat  was  as 
fii-mly  seated  qs  if  he  had  been  placed 
in  Ins  high  office  directly  by  the  popu- 
lar vote. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  the  president 
communicated  to  the  House  a  message 
respecting  the  boundary  question  be- 
tween Te3Eaa  and  New  Me^co.  He 
abo  sent  in  a  copy  of  Mr.  Webstei's 
reply,  on  the  6th,  to  Governor  BdPa 
letter,  in  which  be  complained  of  the 


*  Thomai  Oorwin  wu  appointed  aecnteiy  of  the 
trensury;  0.  IL  Ooond,  tecntny  of  wir;  W.  A. 

Onham,  socrotary  of  (he  navy ;  Alexander  H.  IL 
Stuart,  secretary  of  the  interior;  N.  £.  Hall,  post- 
DMirt(!r>gGoeraI ;  and  J.  X  €lrillBMleD|ittoniciy-genefal. 
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comae  poiaued  by  Colonel  Monroe  in 
N'Mv  Mexico.  Tlie  letter  of  Mr,  Wel> 
ster  is  clear  and  to  the  point,  and  while 
it  diBclaims  all  interference  on  tlie  part 
of  the  United  States  in  matters  out  of 
the  provmce  of  the  execntiye,  it  staU 
asserts,  in  the  plainest  terms,  the  de- 
termination of  the  president  to  anstam 
the  laws  and  righte  of  New  Mexico  as 
well  as  Texas,  until  the  matter  be  set- 
tled by  action  of  Congress.  A  brief 
paragraph  of  this  letter  may  not  in- 
aptly be  here  quoted:  "In  one  of  his 
last  communications  to  Congress, — ^that 
of  the  17th  of  June  last, — ^the  late 
president  rejpeated  the  dedaraliosi  that 
he  bad  no  power  to  decide  the  qneation 
of  boundary,  and  no  desire  to  interfere 
with  it ;  and  fbat  the  authority  to  settle 
that  question  resided  elsewhere.  The 
object  of  the  executive  government  has 
been,  as  I  believe,  and  sis  I  am  authoi'- 
ized  to  say  it  certainly  now  is,  to  secure 
the  peace  of  the  country ;  to  maintain, 
as  far  as  practicable^  the  state  of  things 
as  it  existod  at  the  date  of  the  treaty ; 
and  to  uphold  and  preserve  the  rights 
of  the  respective  parties  as  they  were 
under  the  solemn  guarantee  of  the 
treaty,  until  the  highly  interestino;  qnos- 
tion  of  boundary  should  be  hnaily  set- 
tled Ijy  competent  authority.  Tliis 
treaty,  which  is  now  a  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  dedarea,  as  before  stated,  that 
the  inhabitants  bIubU  be  maintained  and 
protected  in  the  free  tt^yment 
of  their  liberty  and  property, 
and  secured  in  the  free  exerdse  of  their 
religion.  It  will,  of  course,  bo  the 
president's  duty  to  see  that  this  law  is 
Bustained,  and  the  protection  wliich  it 
guarantees  made  eifectuai — and  this  is 
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the  plaia  and  opcu  path  of  executive 
duty,  in  which  he  proposes  to  tread." 

During  the  month  of  August,  the 
various  measures  of  compromise  con- 
tained in  the  ''ommbns  b2F  w&ee  eai^ 
lied,  aeporately,  throngli  Congress,  and 
received  in  September  the  approbation 
of  President  FiUmore.*  Early  in  Au- 
p:nst,  the  boundary  between  Texas  and 
New  Mexico  was  fmiHy  settled  upon, 
Texas  to  receive  $10,000,000  in  consid- 
eration of  relinqiiisliment  of  her  claims 
againBt  the  United  States.  On  the  ISth, 
the  bOl  to  admit  Califomis  as  &  state 
passed  the  Senate  hy  a  -vote  of  thirty- 
fbor  to  eoghteen ;  on  the  15th,  a  bill 
iras  passed  to  e8taT>lis;h  a  tenitorial 
government  for  New  Mexico ;  and  on 
the  18th  of  September,  a  fugitive  slave 
bill,  and  a  bill  for  the  sup{)re,s.sion  of 
the  slave  trade  iu  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, also  passed  the  Senate  by  large 
majorities.  By  the  constitution  of  CaJi- 
fbr^  slavery  was  prohibited  in  that 
state;  in  New  Mexico  and  XTtahf  the 
question  was  left  open  for  ftitnre  de- 
cision. Messrs.  W.  ^r,  Gwinn  and  J. 
C.  Fremont,  Senators  elect  from  Cali- 
foniia,  immediately  thereafter  appeared 
and  took  their  seats  in  the  great  coun- 
cil of  tlie  nation. 

In  this  wise,  so  far  us  legislation  was 
ooDOffined,  the  bitter  strife  over  the 
Wihnot  proviso  came  to  a  panse;  and 
it  was  hoped,  by  sill  tme  bvers  of  their 
coontiy,  that  dkcord  would  now  end  in 


*  Mr.  Bimton  points  out  tho  fact  that  the  SOttttMll 
Senttors  ocmsiderod  the  Utt  qucstioa  to  bo  npon  tho 
aduumon  of  CalifornU  as  a  stato  into  the  Union.  lie 
also  gives  the  protest  which  ten  members  signed  and 
wished  to  have  entered  on  tho  Jouma],  togtOut  with 
ha  raoarks  upoD  it,  its  final  rqjcctiom,  elft 


respect  to  that  interniinable,  unceasing 
source  of  contention — ^the  slavery  ques- 
tion. But  we  are  sorry  to  sav,  that  the 
strife  did  not  cease  then ;  and,  .so  ur  as 
men  oould  penetrate  the  veil  of  the  fu- 
ture^ was  not  likely  to  oease  ibr  many 
long  years  to  come.  ''The  complex, cum- 
bersome, expensive,  axmoying,  and  inef 
fective  bill,"  as  Senator  Benton  d«^ig- 
nates  the  fugitive  slave  law  of  18o0, 
gave  satisfaction  to  neither  party.  The 
north  was  imtated  and  vexed  with  the 
mode  pursued  in  the  recovery  of  fugi 
tive  slaves,  and  wtdi  the  odionsnesB  of 
the  whole  matter,  as  it  was  now  pr^ 
sented  before  their  eyes;  the  south,  on 
the  other  hand,  was  chagrined  and  ex- 
asperated to  find  that  the  difficulty  of 
getting  Ixack  their  slaves  was  rather  in- 
creased than  otherwiao  by  thi.^  new  act. 
and  that  disturbances  were  sure  to  fol 
low,  and  the  law  sure  to  become  odious, 
and,  consequently,  next  to  impossible 
tobeexecnted.*  In  fed>  without  claim- 
ing any  q>ecial  sagadfy,  we  may  assert, 
that,  on  this  snbject,  oar  country  was 
as  yet,  hai-dly  within  reach  of  the  be 
ginning  of  the  end. 

The  other  acts  of  the  session  were 
not  of  material  moment  to  be  ])laced 
on  record  here ;  various  appropriations 


*  Ihil7  in  1851,110 1HSI««idtniMnttrasen»tBd1>j 

tho  rescue  iit  F.ijstor)  of  a  fup'tive  slave,  arrested  in  !Ur 
cordance  with  the  law  rccentlj  passed.  A  mob  of  per- 
sons, mainly  colored,  rashed  into  tiw  room  iffiem  lh« 
alleged  fugitive  was  in  cus  tody  of  the  officers,  and  car- 
rifld  bim  off  Soon  after  which  it  was  understood  he 
hadreadwdOBiiaAL  InttQigencBortlmafliurwistde- 
graphed  to  Washington,  and  Uu'  priNuli  tii,  on  the  18th 
of  FebnuNcy,  icsoed  a  pTOdamation,  announcing  his  d»- 
temiinatlao  to  «nlbra  fhe  laws  promptly  ancl  eiorongb- 
ly.  ITo  also  the  next  day  scut  a  ini's=spc  to  ihv  Senate 
on  tho  same  subject,  in  which  tho  whole  matter  wai 
fully  dlwoM8d 
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were  made ;  tlie  vessels  ofTered  by  ^Tr. 
Henry  Grinnell,  of  New  York,  to  Ijc 
sent  in  searcli  of  Sir  Joiiu  Franklin, 
were  accepted  and  attached  to  the 
navy;  the  rank  Mid  file  of  the  army 
were  increnBed;  etc.  It  was  not  till  thie 
80tli  aS  Septeokber,  1850,  after  a  aea- 
Bion  of  over  three  hundred  days,  that 
Congress  adjourned.  We  may  note, 
that  thb  was  the  longest  session  of  the 
national  legislature  which  had  been 
held  since  the  organization  of  the  gov- 
ernment. 

The  results  of  the  seventh  census, 
takm  tiiis  year,  were  eabatantiany  as 
follows.   Total  wiitte  popular 
tion,  19,657,871 ;  free  ookxred, 

429,T10 ;  slaves,  3,204,093.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  free  states  was,  13,434,559. 
The  free  population  of  the  slave  states 
was,  6, 41?, 151 ;  showing  a  decrease 
778,508  since  1840;  whilst  the  free 
states  had  in  the  same  period  increased 
3,779,933,  i.  e.,  rather  mora  than  ludf 
tihe  eptire  population  of  the  alave 
states.  The  grand  total  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  United  States,  in  1850, 
was  23,191,074.  In  the  new  appor^ 
tionment  of  Tlepresentatives,  the  free 
states  gained  one,  making  their  number 
a  hundred  and  forty-three;  and  the 
slave  states  lost  one,  reducing  their 
number  to  ninety. 

The  podtion  of  the  beautiM  Inland 
of  Coba,  and  its  oontignity  to  the  United 
States,  have  naturally  caused  it  to  he 
looked  upon  with  no  ordinary  interest 
by  our  conntrymen;  and  partly  from 
p^aod  motives,  an'l  ]>nrtly  from  the  rest- 
le.-Miess  ^and  cupidity  of  a  large  num- 
ber of  Americans,  maniibld  plans  and 
Bchmes  have  been  talked  o^  and  atr 
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tempted  to  be  carried  out,  so  as  to  in- 
coi-porate  Cuba  into  the  posacssions  of 
the  United  States.  Spain,  on  her  part, 
ever  jealous  of  her  powcrlul  neighbor, 
has  exercised  great  rigor  in  endeavoring 
to  mamtain  hear  authority  intact^  and  to 
pirevent  the  "fllibnateiing"  sohemes  and 
plote  of  those  who  have  been  ready, 
in  past  years,  to  do  all  in  their  power 
to  wrest  this  fertile  island  from  Spain. 
Some  notice  of  the  piratical  expedition?? 
against  Cuba,  in  1850  and  1851,  seems 
to  be  necessary  in  this  part  of  our 
narrative.  We  shall  give  the  facts  as 
sncdnctly  as  poaobfe; 

An  unpresBion  having  got  aibroad 
that  the  Cobaas  ihemselyes  were  ready 
for  revoll^  efforts  b^an  to  be  made,  in 
1849,  to  get  materials  for  an  expedition 
thither,  from  the  ports  of  the  United 
States.  General  Taylor,  at  that  time 
president,  issued  a  proclamation,  on  the 
11th  of  August,  in  the  following  terras : 
"There  is  reason  to  believe,  that  an 
armed  expedition  is  about  to  be  fitted 
oat  in  the  United  States  with  an  inten> 
tion  to  invade  the  Island  of  Cuba,  or 
some  of  the  provinces  of  Mexico.  The 
best  information  which  tlie  executive 
has  been  able  to  obtain,  points  to  the 
Island  of  Cuba  aa  the  object  of  tliis  ex- 
pedition. It  is  the  duty  of  this  gov- 
ernment to  observe  the  faith  of  treaties, 
and  to  prevent  any  aggreanon  by  onr 
dtisens  upon  tiie  tforitories  of  fiiendly 
nations.  I  ha^  therefore^  thought  it 
necessary  and  proper  to  iasne  this  proc- 
lamation, to  warn  all  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  who  shall  connect  them- 
selves with  an  enterprise  so  grossly  in 
violation  of  our  laws  and  our  treaty 
obligations,  that  they  will  thereby  sub- 
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ject  ibeiiiselT6B  to  the  heavy  penalties 

denounced  a^^ainst  them  by  our  acta  of 
Congross ;  and  will  forfeit  their  claim 
to  the  protection  of  their  country.  No 
such  persons  must  expect  the  interfer- 
ence of  thia  govenmieut,  iu  any  form, 
in  their  behalf  no  matter  to  what  ex- 
tremities tUey  may  be  rednoed  in  con- 
sequence of  their  conduct  An  enter- 
prise to  invade  tiie  terntories  ci  a 
friendly  nation,  set  on  foot  and  prose- 
cuted within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  is,  iu  the  highest  degree,  crim- 
inal, as  tending  to  endanger  the  peace 
and  compromit  the  lienor  of  this  na- 
tion ;  and,  therefore,  I  exhort  all  good 
dtiaens,  as  they  regard  onr  natknal 
reputation,  as  tiiey  respect  tlieir  own 
laws  and  the  laws  of  nationa,  as  th^ 
value  the  hlessings  of  peace  and  the 
wel&re  ci  their  country,  to  discounte- 
nance and  prevent,  by  all  lawful  means, 
any  such  enterprise;  and  I  call  upon 
every  oflicer  of  this  government,  civil 
or  military,  to  use  all  efforts,  in  his  pow- 
er to  arrest,  for  trial  or  punishment, 
every  such  ofiender  against  the  laws 
providing  for  the  performance  of  onr 
sacred  obhgations  to  Moidly  powers." 

Preparations)  however,  for  the  ez][>e- 
dition  went  on,  and  a  military  organi- 
zation was  effected  at  New  Orleans, 
under  a  Cuban  leader,  named  NarcLsso 
Lopez.  Ahout  the  middle  of 
May,  the  iilihustei-s  set  out,  un- 
der the  guise  of  eniigruuta,  iu  vessels 
hound  for  Chagres.  Lopes  and  his  oomf> 
pany,  about  sue  hundred  in  number, 
knded  at  Cardenas  on  the  19(t  of  Hay, 
where  he  iEsmed  a  bombastie  proclamflp 
tion,  but  met  with  no  encouragement 
On  the  contrary,  the  people  rose  against 


the  invaders,  and  Ixjpez,  after  a  bloody 
skirmish,  burning  the  governor's  house, 
seizing  some  bags  of  specie,  re-embark- 
ed in  the  steamer,  Creole.  His  men 
insisted  on  Vieing  caiTicd  to  Key  "West, 
where,  just  as  tiiey  arrived,  the  Spanish 
war  steamer  Fizuio^  overtook  them. 
The  Spanish  commander  demanded  the 
xeetoiation  of  the  stolen  money,  and 
the  persona  of  the  invaders,  but  did 
not  obtain  eitiier  from  the  American 
authorities ;  on  his  return  lie  took  from 
the  Island  of  Contoy,  on  the  coast  of 
Yucatan,  (which  was  Lopez's  place  of 
reudezvoui)  a  hundred  men,  and  car- 
I'ied  ihem  to  Cuba.  The  naval  foix-e 
which  had  been  dispatched  by  the  pres- 
ident, unibrtnnateiy  arrived  too  Ute  to 
prevent  Lopez's  invaaon;  and  the  Span- 
ish govemoi>g«ieral  was  strongly  mind* 
ed  to  put  them  all  to  death  as  pirates. 

T»pez  immediately  began  to  plot 
afri'sli,  and  found  many  to  encourage 
him  in  his  schemes  against  Cuba,  Gene- 
ral Quitman  and  others  were  indicted 
at  New  Orleans,  in  July,  by  the  grand 
jur^',  as  concerned  in  setting  on  foot  an 
unlawM  ei^pedltion,  and  the  general 
was  arrested,  on  the  3d  of  I^bmary, 
1851,  on  this  charge ;  he  was  not^how* 
ever,  convicted,  although  by  many,  be- 
lieved to  be  guilty.  At  a  later  date, 
in  April,  J.  0.  vSullivan,  Captain  Kog- 
ers  of  the  Cleopatra,  and  others,  were 
arrested  at  New  York,  and  the  vessel 
which  they  had  procured  waa  seized  by 
the  authorities.  On  the  25th  of  April, 
Preddent  Fillmore  issued  his  pinxilama- 
tioOf  in  which  he  eziwesBed  the 
conviction,  that  the  expedition 
against  Cuba  waa  instigated  "chiefly 
by  foreigners,  who  dare  to  make  our 
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Bbores  Hhe  scene  of  their  goilty  and 
hostile  preparations  agmnst  a  friendly 
power,  and  who  seek  by  falsehood  and 
misrepresentation  to  seduce  our  citizens, 
esjjeciully  the  youug  and  inconsiderate, 
into  their  wicked  schemes."  And  he 
goes  on  to  aay,  that,  "  whereas  such  ex- 
peditioau  ean  csiljr  be  regarded  m  ad- 
ve&tDKB  £ir  plunder  and  robbery,  and 
must  meet  ^e  condemmition  of  the 
dvilized  w  i  l  l,  wliile  they  are  deroga- 
tory to  the  character  of  our  conntry,  in 
violation  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and 
expressly  prohibited  by  our  own ;"  he 
exhorts  all  good  citizens,  and  all  honest 
men,  to  discouuteuauce  and  frown  upon 
every  effort  of  the  kind,  as  a  blot  upon 
our  good  name,  and  as  certaui  to  result 
in  kin  and  di^giaoe. 

The  lesileBa  Ooban  'leader,  ^ivored 
by  circumstaooes,  escaped  the  watch- 
fulness of  the  government,  and  on  the 
8d  of  August,  sailed  from  New  Orleans 
in  the  steamer  Pampero.  His  present 
company  numbered  more  than  four 
hundred  men.  On  the  11th,  he  arrived 
off  the  coast  of  Cuba,  in  aight  of  Har 
Tsoa^  and  tnining  westwardly,  he  ad- 
yanoed  a  few  nules  beyond  Bdda  Hon- 
da, where  the  steamer  ran  aground  on 
a  ooral  reef.  Lopez  debarked  on  the 
Island  of  Playtas  with  all  his  troops, 
and  advanced  inland  with  three  hun- 
dred men.  Colonel  Crittenden,  his 
chief  officer,  was  left  with  tl:e  remain- 
der, and,  preparing  to  join  Lopez,  was 
attaeked  by  a  brge  fbroe  and  roated. 
Whh,  diiBeiilty,  he  escaped  to  the  coast, 
and  putting  out  to  sea  in  boats,  he  and 
his  party  cdf  some  fifty  men,  were  taken 
on  the  15th,  carried  into  Havana,  con- 
demned to  die,  and  on  the  16th,  were 
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shot  Lopeas  having  advanced  iiJand  . 
about  ten  miles,  was  attacked  at  Las 
Posas  by  eight  hundred  Spanish  troops 
under  General  Enna.  A  saugi^inary 
contest  ensued,  in  which  nunibera  of 
the  enemy  were  kilL  J,  with  severe  loss 
on  his  own  side.  Lopez  retreated  to- 
wards the  monntains,  foiUawed 
by  the  Spaniards  in  fiirce;  and 
ere  long  his  men  were  made  prisoners, 
he  was  hunted  by  bloodhonnds,  and, 
carried  to  Havana  a  prisoner,  was  gar- 
roted  as  a  malefiictor,  on  the  2Gth  of 
August.  The  Spanish  aurhoritie^j  did 
not  proceed  to  extremities  with  the 
other  prisoners ;  about  a  hundred  were 
sent  to  Spain  J  and  in  1852,  on  the  in- 
tercessbn  of  our  government,  they  were 
released  and  allowed  to  retnm  to  the 
United  States.* 

During  the  month  of  November, 
large  public  mf  tings  were  held  in  va- 
rious parts  of  the  country  to  give  ex- 
pression to  the  attachment  of  the  peo- 
ple to  the  Union,  aud  also  to  throw  the 
weight  of  all  conservative  citizens  in 
favor  of  the  measures  of  compromise 
adopted  by  Congress.  Philadelphia, 
Boston,  CSndnnati,  Nashville,  and  other 
cities  and  towns,  witnessed  the  eflbrts 
of  patriotic  lovers  of  their  country  to 
induce  the  people  to  hold  fast  by  the 
Union  at  all  hazards ;  and  letters  from 
Clay,  Weljster,  Cass,  Poinsett,  and  oth- 
ers, were  published  in  favor  of  the  same 
gi  eat  end.  On  the  other  hand,  in  va- 
rious parts  cf  the  south,  the  spirit  of 
disonibn  was  rifb;  and  such  men  as 


*  During  Mr.  Polk's  tdminlstration,  an  oHcr  waa 
nudo  to  purdiase  the  bland  of  Cub»  ihim  Spain,  £>r 
|10Q|000,000 ;  but  tiuit  gmummt  idbMd  to  enter- 
tobi  anjr  fraction  on  flw  nliiact, 
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General  James  Hamilton  and  others 

wlio  agreed  with  him,  urged  ap0fn8oiith 
Caix)liiia  to  bide  her  time  on  this  sob- 
ject 

Tlif^  tliirty-first  Coiigreaa  begun  its 
second  session  on  the  2d  of  December, 
1850,  and  received  on  the  same  day, 
die  aimual  message  of  President 
FUlmoie.  This  veU-wntton  doenment 
oommeiioed  with  a  tdwhing  aUnsioii  to 
ihe  afflictiye  erent  which  had 
removed  General  Taylor  firom 
his  lofty  poattioii,  and  very  pr(^)erly 
embraced  tlio  opportunity  to  givo  ex- 
preasion  to  the  views  entertained  by 
the  executive  on  the  great  questions  of 
public  policy  in  our  country\  In  clear, 
decided  terms,  Mr.  Fillmore  avowed  hid 
devotion  to  the  GosBlitBtiMi,  and  his 
determination  to  see  that  the  laws  be 
fidthfuUy  executed,  and  dedared|  that 
H  wonld  be  his  aim  ever  to  exerciBe  the 
appointing  power  with  wiKdoia  and  im- 
partiality. The  foreign  relations  of  the 
country,  he  announced,  were  in  a  good 
condition,  and  the  United  States  were 
at  peace  with  all  the  world.  The  Nic- 
araugua  and  Tehuantcpoc  routes  to  the 
Faiafie  Ocean  were  spoken  o^  as  were 
also  our  relatiooa  with  Chili,  Pern,  and 
the  Hawmian  lahmda  The  total  re- 
ceipts into  the  treasury,  for  the  year 
ending  June  30th,  1850,  were  $47,422, 
000.  Total  ex]>enditnres  for  the  yeai-, 
a  little  over  $4:?,00(),000.  The  pul)lic 
debt  was  reduced  nearly  $.')00,000  ;  and 
about  $8,000  000  of  the  pul)lic  debt 
were  to  be  provided  for  within  two 
yeais. 

la.  diBcosnng  the  tarifi'  question,  the 
president  spoke  out  his  opiniops  with 
great  freedom.  ''All  experience,*  he 


said,  ''has  demonstrated  the  wisdom 
and  policy  of  rainng  a  large  portion  of 

revenue  for  the  suppjnrt  of  the  govern- 
ment from  duties  on  goods  imported. 
The  power  to  lay  these  duties  is  unques- 
tionable, and  its  chief  object,  of  course, 
is  to  replenish  the  treasury,  lint  if,  in 
doing  this,  an  incidental  advantage  nuiy 
be  gained  by  encouraging  the  industry 
of  our  own  eitiaens,  it  is  onr  duty  to 

avail  omselves  of  lhat  advantage  

A  high  tariff  never  can  be  pomanent. 

  All  duties  should  be  specific, 

wherever  the  nature  of  the  article  is 
such  {IS  to  admit  of  it.  Ad  valorem 
duties  lluctuatc  with  the  price,  and  of- 
fer strong  temptations  to  fraud  and  per- 
jury. Specific  duties,  on  the  contrary, 
are  equal  and  muform  in  all  ports,  and 
at  all  times,  and  c^fer  a  strong  indnco 
ment  to  the  importer  to  bring  the  best 
article,  as  he  pays  no  more  duty  upon 
that  than  upon  one  of  mferior  quality." 
An  agric\dtural  bureau  was  also  recom- 
mended; and  a  good  deal  of  space  was 
devoted  to  Indian  aifairs,  the  array  and 
navy,  the  post-office  department,  etc 
The  nuuiber  of  post-offices  in  the  United 
States  was  stated  to  be,  18,417,  and  the 
rates  of  postage  were  reoommended  to 
be  reduced.  On  the  question  of  inter- 
nal improvements,  the  president  ex- 
pressed hb  sentiments  without  disgnis^ 
hdlding  it  iw  certain,  that  Congros!?  pos- 
ses.<ed  power  to  make  such  improve- 
ments, and  commending  various  works 
to  their  approval. 

In  speaking  of  the  compromise,  which 
had  occupied  so  laarge  a  share  cf  the 
attention  of  Congress,  the  president 
said:  "It  was  hardly  to  have  been  ex- 
pected that  the  series  of  measures  pass* 
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ed  at  7onr  last  sesdon,  ipith  ihe  yiew 
of  lififiling  the  sectional  differ- 
ences which  had  sprung  from 
the  slavery  and  territorial  questions, 
should  at  once  have  realized  their  ben- 
eficent purpose.  All  mutual  concession 
in  the  nature  of  a  compromLse  must 
neceisarily  he  unwelcome  to  men  of 
extreme  oplmona ;  and  though  without 
BOKsk  ooncesaions  ourCoDBtitn.ticfn  ootild 
not  have  been  fbnned,  and  cannot  pei^ 
manenily  be  sustdned,  jet  ire  baye 
aeen  them  made  the  subject  of  bitter 
controversy  in  bot^  sections  of  the  re- 
public. It  required  many  montlis  of 
discussion  and  deliberation  to  secure 
the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  Con- 
gress in  their  favor.  It  would  be 
strange  if  they  had  been  received  with 
immediate  tepproloaiiaxm  by  the  i>eople 
and  Btates  prgndioed  and  beated  by 
tiie  azciJuig.  oontroveiaieB  of  their  Bop* 

resentatives  The  series  of 

measures  to  which  I  have  alluded  are 
regarded  by  me  as  a  settlement,  in  prin- 
ciple and  substance — a  final  settlement 
— of  the  daugei-ous  and  exciting  sub- 
jects which  they  embrace  By 

that  adjustment  we  have  been  rescaed 
from  the  wide  and  boundless  agitation 
that  Barroonded  us,  and  have  a  firm, 
distinct,  and  legal  ground  to  zest  npoou 
And  the  occasion,  I  tmst,  will  justify 
me  in  exbortu^^  my  countrymen  to 
rally  upon  and  maintain  that  grourd, 
i  a«i  the  best,  if  not  the  only  meaiis  of 
restoring  peace  and  cpiiet  to  the  coun- 
try, and  maiutiiiuliig  inviolate  the  integ- 
rity of  the  Union."  With  a  manly  and 
Chmtian-like  recc^^tion  of  tJie  man- 
i£>ld  blessings  of  God  showo^ed  upon 
our  oountiy,  the  jv^dent  condnded 


bis  message  in  these  words:  ''While 
deeply  penetrated  with  gratitnde  ton 
the  past,  let  us  hope  that  "Qm  all-wise 
providence  will  so  guide  onr  counaels 

that  they  shall  resnlt  in  giv- 
ing satisfaction  to  our  constita- 
ent^^,  securing  the  peace  of  the  country, 
and  adding  new  strength  to  the  united 
government  under  which  we  live." 

The  annual  reports  of  the  heads  of 
the  departments  were  transmitted  to 
Congress  along  with  the  preddent^s 
message.  They  contain  elaborate  and 
carefully  digested  statements  of  the 
condition  and  wantq  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  j)ublic  service,  and  are 
well  worthy  the  examination  of  the 
student  of  our  civil  and  political  his- 
tory. The  secretary  of  war  reported 
the  entire  army  enrolled,  offioen  and 
men,  as  twelve  thousand  three  hundred 
and  twenty^siz:  The  secretary  of  the 
navj  stated,  tbat  there  were  seven  ships 
of  the  line,  one  razee,  twelve  fingatea, 
twenty-one  sloops  of  war,  four  brigs, 
two  Kchoonei-s,  six  steam-frigates,  nine 
other  steamers,  and  five  store  ships,  be- 
sides a  number  of  ships  on  the  stocks. 
The  secretary  of  the  interior  presented 
a  large  variety  of  very  interesting  mat- 
ter connected  with  the  public  land  sales, 
bounty  hnds,  etc. ;  be  also  recommend- 
ed the  establuhment  of  an  agricultural 
bureau,  and  urged  the  nece^ty  of  a 
highway  to  the  Pacific,  either  railway 
or  turn]>ike,  m  careful  investigation  of 
the  country  might  show  to  bo  most  ad- 
visable. 

The  present  session  of  Congress  was 
occupied  in  diseasing  various  topics  ol 
interest  and  inportanoe ;  but  so  much 
time  was  wasted  in  this  way,  that  many 
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I  importalt  bins,  whicli  were  matured  by 
the  committees  of  the  two  Hou.^ei?,  re- 
mained to  be  acted  upon  dunDg  the 
last  few  weeks  of  the  Bession.  A  num- 
ber of  raeasuies  of  interest  t^>  the  pub- 
lic failed,  some  tlnough  waut  of  time 
liMK  pi'^Bsnre  of  busmeaa,  some 
through  violent  opposition  of  a 
Beetioiial  dumcter.  The  majority  of 
the  House  passed  a  bill  making  appro- 
priatioiis  on  a  libmJ  scale  for  the  im- 
provement of  I'lvers  and  harl»or>i ;  hut 
j  it  was  defeated  in  the  Senate  l)y  a  par- 
'  ty  trick,  on  the  very  last  night  of  the 
session.  The  democratic  party  moatly 
followed  the  views  set  forth  by  Mr. 
Polkin  liis  Teto  messsge  <m  tlijs  subject^ 
(Dec^  184Y).  A  joint  xesolntion,  cre> 
ating  the  grade  of  lieatenant-general  in 
the  army,  intended  as  a  deserved  honor 
for  General  Scott^  also  failed  of  obtainr 
mg  the  approbation  of  Concrres??. 

Tlic  more  important  bills  pa.sscd, 
were,  the  civil  and  diplomatic  appro- 
priation bill;  the  army  and  navy  ap- 
propriation bill  J  a  bill  for  erecting 
light-houses;  an  aet  ledndng  postage 
on  letters  to  three  cents  on  any  distance 
under  three  thonsand  miles;  etc.  Acts 
were  also  p^sed  Tes])ecting  private 
^^^^  land  claims  in  California;  esp 
tablishing  a  military  nsylnm; 
appointing  the  regents  of  the  Smithso- 
nian Institution;  authorizing  the  presi- 
dent to  send  a  government  vessel  to 
bring  Kossuth  and  other  Hungarian 
eadles  to  the  United  States;  etc.* 


*  WtXameeuiitfhMtDg  demanded  addKional  ao- 

sommodaHnn^  at  Wa^hin^on,  an  npproprialion  was 
amda  at  this  session  to  extend  the  capitol  according  to 

Baying  adiqptfld  «  plan  by  '9iAA  the  origiml  buiUiDg 


[Bk.  vn. 

It  was  during  the  presidency  of  Gtuk- 
eral  Taylor,  while  the  Hungarian  con- 
test was  pending,  that  Mr.  A.  Dudley 
Mann  was  dispatehed  to  Vienna,  with 
instructions  to  watch  the  j)mQrre8S  of 
the  struggle,  and  in  case  of  its  succ^s,  j 
to  recognize  the  Hungarisn  Bepnblie  i 
The  Anstrian  charg^  d'aflaires,  at  Wash-  j 
ington,  Chevalier  Hnlsemann,  on  lliis  I 
becoming  known  to  his  goveniment,  j 
was  instructed  to  protest  against  the 
course  pursued  by  the  United  States,  as  j 
unwarrantable  interference  in 

lSS#w 

Austrian  concerns.  Mr.  Hnlse- 
mann did  so,  under  date  of  September 
oOth,  and  took  occasion  to  lecture  the 
secretary  of  state  in  pretty  severe  tonns. 
"Mr,  Wehstei's  reply  was  delayed  from 
yarions  oaoses  nntil  the  Slst  <k  Decem- 
ber,  when  he  ^tered  upon  the  snbject 
with  hearty  good  will,  and  sent  the 
Austrian  chan]:6  such  an  answer  as  he 
was  not  likely  soon  to  forLret.  Wo  wish 
tliat  our  limits  admitted  of  quoting  this 
admirable  letter  in  fuU;  we  can  only 
give  an  extract  or  two  as  specimens  of 
the  tone  and  temper  of  the  United 
States  gDTemmwt  on  the  topic  nnder 
consideration. 

"The  government  and  people  of  the 
United  States,  like  other  intelligent 
governments   and   communities,  take  j 
a  lively  interest  in  the  movoments 
and  the  events   of  this  remarkable 


woulii  Lc  more  than  doubled  iu  size,  by  tlic  addition  j 
of  two  cxtcnsiro  niaf^  the  work  was  immcdintcljr  ^ 
commciicctl.  'flie  corner  stone  was  laid  by  the  presi- 
dent, oa  tlic  4th  of  July,  r.miil  n  Inr^o  concourse  of 
citizens,  and  Daniel  Webster  gave  iJttorancc  on  tlic 
occasion  to  some  noblo  and  patriotic  thiv.nlifs  wurrhy 
of  hin  gnat  name  and  the  country  he  iiad  so  long 
m*A  8«o  W«lMta'»  and  Workt*  mL  IL» 
pp.  695-820. 
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agc^  in  ▼hatever  part  of  ihe  ivprld 
they  may  be  exliil)itecl.  But  the  in- 
terest takeu  by  the  United  States  in 
those  events  has  not  proceeded  from 
any  disposition  to  depart  from  that  neu- 
trality towards  foreign  powers  which 
h  Jimon!?  the  deepest  principles  and 
the  most  cherished  ti-uditions  of  the 
political  history  of  the  Unkm.  It  has 
been  the  neceasaiy  effect  of  the  unex- 
ampled character  of  the  events  them- 
Bfilyes,  which  conld  not  &il  to  anest  the 
attmlion  of  the  contemposrairy  world, 
as  they  will  doubtless  lill  a  memorable 
page  in  history.  But  the  undersigned 
goes  further,  and  freely  admits,  that  in 
proportion  ira  these  extraordinary  events 
appeared  to  have  their  origin  in  those 
great  ideas  of  responsible  and 
popular  goremmentB  on  whidi 
the  American  oonatitiitiona  themaelTes 
are  wholly  fonndedf  they  could  not  but 
ecimmand  the  warm  sympathy  of  the 
people  of  this  country.  Well-known 
circumstances  in  their  history — indeed 
theii-  whole  history — have  made  them 
the  re])rcsseutativc3  of  purely  po]>ular 
principles  of  government.  In  this  light 
they  now  stand  before  the  world.  They 
could  not)  if  they  would,  conceal  their 
character,  their  ctmdition,  or  thehr  des> 
tiny.  They  conld  not,  if  they  so  d» 
sired,  shut  out  from  the  view  of  man- 
kind tiie  cause-^  which  have  placed 
them,  in  so  short  a  national  career,  in 
the  station  which  they  now  li^M  among 
the  civilized  states  of  the  world.  They 
could  not,  if  they  desired  it,  suppress 
cither  the  thought.^  or  the  hopes  which 
arise  in  men's  minds,  in  other  countries, 
from  contonplafing  their  succeaefnl  ex- 
ample tif  firee  government  .... 


The  powtf  of  this  repaUlc  fit  tba 
present  moment  is  spread  over  &  vegum 
one  of  the  richest  and  most  fertile  cm 

the  globe,  and  of  an  extent  in  compari- 
son with  which  the  jjosaessiona  of  the 
honse  of  HapsLurg  are  Lut  m  a  patch 
on  tlie  earth's  f;uttace.  lis  population 
—  already  twenty-five  mUhons  —  will 
exceed  that  of  the  Anslnan  empire 
within  the  period  during  which  it  may 
be  hoped  that  Mr.HnJsemann  may  yet 
remain  in  the  honorable  discharge  of 
his  duties  to  his  government.  Its  navi- 
gation and  commerce  are  hardly  ex- 
ceeded by  the  oldest  and  most  com- 
mercial nations;  ite  maritime  means 
and  its  maritime  power  may  be  seen  by 
Austria  herself  in  all  seas  where  she 
has  porta,  as  well  as  it  may  be  seen, 
also,  in  all  other  qnartem  of  the  globe. 
Idfe^  libevty,  property,  and  all  penonal 
rights,  are  amply  aecuared  to  all  dtiuDs, 
and  protected  by  just  and  stable  laws ; 
and  credit,  public  and  private,  is  as 
well  establi?lied  as  in  any  government 
of  continental  Europe.  And  the  coun- 
try, in  all  its  iiiterestij  and  concerns, 
partakes  most  largely  in  all  the  im- 
provements and  progress  which  distin- 
guish the  age.  Certainly  the  United 
States  may  be  pardoned,  even  by  those 
who  jncfesB  adherence  to  the  prindples 
of  absolute  governments,  if  they  enter- 
tain an  ardent  affection  for  those  pcpU" 
lar  forms  of  political  orj^niafr 
tiou  which  have  so  rapidly  ad- 
vanced their  own  prosperity  and  hap- 
piness, and  enabled  them  in  so  short  a 
period  to  bring  their  country  and  the 
hemisphwe  to  which  it  belongs  to  Ihe 
notice  and  respectful  regard— not  to 
say  the  adnuration  of  the  cinliBed 
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world.  Ne  vertheless,  tlie  United  States 
have  abstained  at  all  times  from  acts  of 
interference  ■with  the  political  changes 
of  Euroj)e.  They  cannot,  liou  cver,  fail 
to  cherish  always  a  lively  intereist  in 
I  the  fortunes  of  nations  struggling  for 
institutions  like  their  own.  But  this 
sympathy,  so  fiir  from  "being  neeeasarily 
a  hoBtUe  feeling  towards  any  of  the 
parties  to  tJiese  great  national  straggles, 
b  quite  consistent  with  amicable  rela- 
tions with  them  alL  The  Hungarian 
people  are  three  or  four  times  as  nu- 
merous as  the  inliabitauts  of  these 
United  States  were  when  the  Ameri- 
can devolution  broke  out.  They  pos- 
sess, in  a  distinct  language,  and  in  other 
TespeciSf  important  elements  of  a  sep- 
arate nationality,  whieh  the  j&joglo- 
Sazon  race  in  this  coimtry  did  not  pos- 
sess. And  if  the  United  States  wish 
success  to  countries  contending  for  pop- 
ular constitutions  nnd  national  Inde- 
pendence, it  is  only  because  tliey  regard 
such  constitutions  and  such  national 
independence  not  as  ima<7inaiy,  but  m 
real  blessings.  They  ckim  no  right, 
however,  to  take  part  in  the  struggles 
of  ferdgn  poweis  in  order  to  promote 
these  ends.  It  is  only  in  defence  of  his 
own  government  and  its  principles  and 
character  that  the  undersigned  has  now 
expressed  himself  on  this  subject.  But 
when  the  United  States  behold  the 
,  people  of  foreign  countries,  without 
!  any  such  interference,  spontaneously 
I  moving  towards  the  adoption  of  insti- 
tutions like  their  own,  it  sordy  cannot 
oe  expected  of  them  to  remun  wholly 
indiffiraent  q)ectators. 

Towards  the  conelnsion  of  his  note^ 


Mr.  Hnlsemann  remarks,  that  *^if  the 
government  of  the  United  States  were 
to  think  it  proper  to  take  an  indirect 
part  in  the  political  movements  of  Eu- 
rope, American  policy  would  be  ex- 
posed to  acta  of  retaliation,  and  to  cer-  | 
tain  inconvenienceSi  which  would  not  | 
fail  to  aflfoct  the  oonmieroe  and  the  inr 
dustry  of  the  two  hemispheres.*  As 
to  this  posahle  fertnne,  this  hypothet-  i 
ical  retaliation,  the  government  and   | ' 
]>eople  of  the  United  States  are  quite   1 1 
wilhng  to  take  their  chances,  i 
and  abide  their  destiny.    Tak-  ! 
ing  neither  a  direct  nor  an  indirect 
part  in  the  domestic  or  intestine  move-  j 
menta  of  Europe,  they  have  no  fear  of 
events  <^  the  nature  dlnded  to  by  Ifr. 
Hnlsemann.  It  would  he  idle  now  to 
disenss  with  91b*.  Hnlsemann  those  acts 
of  retaliation  which  he  imagines  may 
possibly  take  place  at  some  Indefinite 
time  hereafter.   Those  questions  will 
be  discussed  when  thev  arise :  and  Mr. 
Hnlsemann  and  the  cabinet  at  Vienna 
mav  rest  assured  that,  in  the  meantime, 
while  performing  with  strict  uud  exact 
fidelity  all  their  neutral  dntaes,  nothing 
will  deter  father  the  goTwnment  or  the 
people  of  the  United  States  from  ezer'  i 
cising,  at  their  own  discretion,  the  rights 
belonging  to  them  as  an  independent 
nation,  and  of  forming  and  expi-essing 
their  own  opinions,  freely  and  at  al] 
times,  upon  the  great  political  ('\  -'nts 
which  may  transpire  among  the  civi-  ' 
lized  nations  of  the  earth." 

In  connection  with  thb  able  letter 
of  Daniel  Webster,  we  may  mention, 
that  at  the  dose  of  the  following  year, 
1851,  Louis  Kossuth,  the  famous  Mag 
yar  chiel^  arriyed  in  the  United  States 
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Hie  popular  voice  wtm  loudly  raised  in 
liis  &TOr;  liie  people  every  -where  lis- 
tened to  his  impassioned  appeals,  with 
strong  feelings  of  sympathy; 
lie  ■  received  with  pnblic 
and  civic  houoi*!:;  in  the  cities  and  towns 
through  which  he  passed ;  liberal  sub- 
scriptions in  money  were  luade  in  sup- 
port of  the  canse  which  he  represented ; 
and  ao  finr » the  e^nwBion  of  general 
interest  went  in  behalf  of  the  atruggliiig 
Hungarians,  our  conntiymen  seemed  to 
be  all  in  readiness  to  marcli  at  once  to 
the  aid  of  the  oppressed  and  to  set 
tliem  frcp  from  the  iron  rule  of  Aus- 
tria ;  but,  as  Kossuth  was  compelled  to 
learn,  these  were  the  free  and  unre- 
strained outpourings  of  the  people's 
sympathy  and  good-will;  they  were 
not  indicRtive  of  the  oonne  wideh  tiie 
gorenunentfeltboimdtopiinae.  How- 
ever warmly,  as  individn^  citizens^  the 
president  and  his  advisen,*  as  wdl  as 
the  members  of  Congress,  were  moved 
to  pympathizo  in  behalf  of  Hungary 
and  her  efforts  to  gain  her  independ- 
ence, they  could  not,  as  administering 
the  government,  take  uuy  part  what- 
ever in  Kossnth*8  movements.  The 
fuuform  policy  of  the  United  StAtes 
has  been,  to  fonn  no  **entangHng  aJH- 
ances"  with  European  states  or  people; 
and  hence  Kossuth  was  obliged  to 
make  the  best  use  he  conld  of  what 


*  Mr.  HuIfleoMkim  undertook  to  complaiQ  of  Mr. 
W^Mtn's  bwring  stten^  at  %  dinner  ^cn  to  Kos- 
ia&  in  Washington,  and  having  also  eiqiresfiod  his 
warm  sjinpatby  with  Hungary  in  her  struggles  for 
liberty;  and  soon  after  left  the  United  States.  The 
secretary  of  state,  in  June,  1852,  addressed  a  letter  to 
Mr.  M'Curdy,  the  American  minister  to  Austri:i,  in 
which  he  set  forth  rather  fully  the  petulant  and  iui- 
popcr  conduct  of  the  bdlioaie  Ghmlbr. 
V01.UI 


was  really  in  lus  reach,  and  to  give  up 
all  expedntion  of  aid  from  the  govern- 
ment of  our  conntry.  Having  had  con- 
tributed towards  the  Hungarian  cause 
about  $1 1)0,000,  Kossuth  left  the  United 
Stat^  for  England,  in  May,  1852. 

During  the  summer  of  1851,  state 
conventions  were  held,  and  measuies 
were  taken  by  the  respective  parties  to 
inflnence  the  oonung  electioDfl;  the  re- 
sults in  the  antanm  showed  a  conddera> 
ble  gain  to  the  democratic  side,  but  did 
not  afford  much  indication  as  to  the 
presidential  struggle  of  the  next  year.* 
The  journals  of  the  day  pointed  out 
the  alarming  increase  of  crime,  and 
attributed  it,  no  doubt  correctly,  to  the 
fact  that  a  very  large  number  of  emi- 
grants had  come  to  our  shores  daring 
the  past  year.  The  proportion  of  na- 
tive o&ndeis  to  those  of  foreogn  birth 
was  not  one-fifth ;  and  the  alms-house 
statistics  presented  a  similar  large  in- 
crease of  foreigners,  which  had  been 
dispatched  to  the  United  States 
from  England  and  Ireland  prin- 
cipally. The  accounts  from  California, 
however,  threw  every  thing  eke  into 
the  shade.  There,  it  became  a  war  to 
the  knife  between  the  dtiaens  and  or- 
ganised gangs  of  desperadoes  and  vfl- 
lains;  and  for*  a  period  anarchy  pre- 
vailed, and  the  committee  of  vigi- 
lance" took  the  law  and  the  settlement 
of  matters  into  their  own  hands.f 


MM 


*  The  historian  of  the  American  navy,  and  a  writer 
of  grc*t  and  varied  powers,  J.  FeoillKm  Ooopar,  dM 

on  the  1  llh  of  .^eptcinW,  1851. 

t  At;  a  matter  of  curious  interest,  it  may  be  men- 
tioned hero,  that,  from  February,  1848,  to  Uqr,  1659; 

cIl'voii  tliuiisand  nine  hmnlrtd  and  fifty-thrcc  Chinps© 
emigrants  arrived  at  San  Francisco }  seven  oniy  of  this 
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Early  in  August,  a  treaty  was  ar- 
ranged and  signed  witli  the  Sioux  In- 
dians, -who  anjced  to  cede  to  the  United 
States  twenty  uiLllioiis  of  acres  in  Min- 
nesota, reeervrng  to  themselTeB  a  tract 
in  Upper  Miimesota,  about  a  lumdred 
by  twenty  miles  in  extent  They  were 
to  receive  some  $800,000  after  iheir 
removal  to  tlieir  reservation,  and  an 
annual  payment  of  $68^000  for  the 
term  of  fifty  years. 

In  October,  tlie  vessels  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Dq  Haven,  of  the 
navy,  furnLilied  by  the  muniiicence  of 
Dir.  Henry  Gfinnel],  of  New  York, 
(p.  481,)  to  aid  in  the  search  for  tke 
nusBing  Sir  John  IBjranklb,  airived  in 
safety  at  'New  York.  They  had  been 
gone  a  year  and  a  half,  and  had  earn- 
estly prosecuted  the  object  of  their 
mission,  but  vre  regret  to  say,  with  no 
satisfactory  result.*  Dr.  E.  K.  Kane, 
who  acc-timpanied  the  expedition  as  sur- 
geon, was  not  williug  to  give  up  all 
hopes,  and  principally  throogh  Jiis  ex- 
ertions and  Mb  noble  spirit  of  courage 
and  entihasiagm,  a  new  expedition  was 
afterwards  set  on  foot  to  proceed  to  the 
Arctic  r^ons.  On  a  snbeeqnent  page 
we  shall  speak  of  the  issne  of  this  last 
undertaking. 

In  November,  1851,  an  unpleasant 
event  occurred,  "vvhieh  might  have  led 
to  serious  consequences  between  the 
United  States  and  England,  It  appears, 
that  the  American  steamer  Prometheus, 
the  property  of  the  **  American  Ailaii- 
tie  and  Padlic  Ship  Canal  Company," 


*  Sett        R  A  OfinntU  BepediUm  in  neareA  of 

Sir  JvTin  FranlUn."  A  Pcrsoiml  Narratko.  V-y 
Eliiiba  Kent  Kaoe,  IL  D.  New  York,  pp.  552,  8vo. 


having  on  board  some  five  liuutlrod 
passengers,  being  about  to  leave  the 
harl)or  of  San  Juan  de  Nicaragua,  or 
Grey  town,  was  boarded  by  a  police 
force,  and  served  with  a  proce-ss  of  at- 
tachment on  the  ship  and  captam,  for 
certain  chairges  claimed  as  port  daes, 
which  the  captain  refbsed  to  pay.  Im- 
niediatcly  upon  this,  the  English  brig 
of  war  Express,  lying  in  the  harbor, 
got  under  weigh,  made  sail  for  the 
steamer,  and  when  within  a  quai-ter  of 
a  mile  of  her,  fired  a  shot  over  her  fore- 
caatle,  und  a  few  minutes  afterwards, 
another  over  her  stem,  which  passed  in 
dose  proximity  to  the  steamer.  On 
being  asked  the-  canse  of  this  remark- 
able course,  the  captain  of  the  brig  re- 
plied, that  it  was  to  protect  the  author- 
ities of  Grcytown  in  their  demands; 
that,  if  the  steamer  did  not  immedi- 
ately anchor,  ho  would  fire  a  bombshell 
into  her;  and  he  ordered  las  cruus  to 
be  loaded  with  grape  iuid  canister  shot. 
The  steamer  thai  proceeded  to  the 
anchorage  and  anchored,  the  brig  tak- 
ing a  phice  near  by.  The  captain  <^  | 
the  Prometheus  paid  12ie  doa,  mider 
protest,  and  was  allowed  to  proceed  on 
his  way.  Happily  for  the  good  Tmde^ 
standing  of  both  jiarties,  the  British 
government  promptly  disavowed  the 
proceeding  of  the  commander  of  the  ■ 
Express,  as  au  act  of  violence,  and  in 
direct  contraTention  of  existing  treaty 
engagements. 

The  fint  sessbn  of  the  thirty-second 
Congress  was  commenced  on  the  Istof 
December,  and  ISIr.  Linn  Boyd,  of  Ken- 
tucky, was  elected  speaker.  The  pres- 
ident's message  was  I'eceived  the  next 
day,  and  presented  a  clear  and  detailed 
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aocoimt  of  poUio  affidn.  Mr.  EQlmore 

avowed  Lis  determination  to  enforce 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  all 
cases,  and  not  to  allow  of  interference 
in,  the  concern  of  foreign  nations,  so  as 
to  eudangcr  the  peace  of  the 
country.  The  receipts  into  the 
treasury  daring  the  year,  amounted  to 
$52,312,970.  The  ezpenditures  bad 
been,  $48,600,000.  About  $7,500,000 
had  been  paid  on  account  of  the  pnbhc 
debt,  which,  on  the  20th  of  November, 
was  $62,500,000.  The  estunated  re- 
ceipta  for  the  next  fiscal  year,  were, 
$51,800,000 ;  and  the  estimated  expen- 
ditures were,  $43,000,000.  Various 
important  recommendations,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  tarifl^  internal  improvements, 
protection  of  the  frontiers,  an  agricul- 
toral  bureau,  ete.,  were  uiged  vpan 
OmgNBB ;  and  Mr.  FOlmore  again  gave 
it  as  his  settled  opinion,  that  the  com- 
promise measures  of  1850  ought  to  be 
adhered  to  by  all  good  citizens. 

On  the  17th  of  December,  Henry 
Clav  addressed  a  letter  to  the  General 
Assembly  of  Kentucky,  resigning  his 
Beat  in  the  Senate,  to  take  efiEect  in  Sep- 
tember, 1852.  His  bealtb  was  mani- 
festly filing,  and  the  aged  serrant  of 
his  countrj  ^t,  that  it  was  tune  to  re- 
tire and  prepare  for  the  final  event 
which  could  not  be  far  distant.  As  in 
the  case  of  Calhoun,  he  died  at  ]m 
post.  A  '^('vere  and  protracted  illness 
had  resulted,  aa  all  perceived  that  it 
must  result ;  and  Henry  Clay,  with  the 
devotion  of  a  Christian,  and  tinisting  to 
the  bopes  and  promises  of  the 
Gospel,  peaoefully  expired  on 
Tuesday,  June  29th,  1852.  It  needs 
not  here,  that  we  should  tell  of  the 
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public  honors  heaped  upom  his  memory 

by  an  affectionate  and  rpmgooantry. 
His  name  is  indelibly  written  upon  the 
pages  of  ]\h  native  land's  history,  and 
80  long  as  the  republic  lasts,  the  warm- 
hearted, the  uoljle^spirited,the  patriotic 
Henry  Clay,  will  be  held  up  to  the  ad- 
miration and  love  of  our  countrymen. 

Owtain  difficuMes  having  sprung  up 
on  the  subject  of  the  fisheries  off  the 
coast  of  Britisb  Amoiea,  the  president 
felt  it  his  duty  to  take  prompt  meas- 
ures to  see  that  the  rights  of  our  hardy 
seamen,  engaged  in  this  branch  of  in- 
dustry, were  iiot  infringed  upon.  The 
Britii^h  foreign  t^eeretary,  Sir  John  Pak- 
iijgtou,  gave  certain  du-ectious  to  the 
naval  forces  on  the  station,  which  ma- 
terially restricted  the  privileges  hereto- 
fore ei^oyed  by  our  fishermen,  and 
which  it  was  held  in  the  United  States 
were  in  contravention  of  the  terms  of 
the  treaty.  The  subject  excited  con- 
siderable dl^^cnssion  in  the  Senate,  in 
July,  and  the  j)re9ident  was  cnllcd  upon 
for  the  correspondence,  papei-s,  etc., 
relative  to  the  whole  matter.  "  Mr. 
Webster's  great  and  VBried  ability  was 
employed  on  this  subject,  and  a  volu- 
minous oorrespondoice  ensued,  the  re^ 
suit  of  which  has  been,  the  arranging  a 
reciprocity  treaty  with  the  British  col- 
onies in  North  America,  (in  1S54,)  and 
a  mutually  satisfactory  a^ustment  of 
the  fishery  question. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  the  democratic 
national  convention  assembled  at  Bal- 
timore, to  make  choice  of  candidates 
for  the  presidency  and  vice^iesidency. 
The  names  of  Gmeral  Cass,  Mr.  Budian- 
an,  Mr.  Douglas,  Mr.  Marcy,  and  others, 
were  before  the  ccmvention;  nearly  three 
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hundred  delates  were  praseiit;  a  ve- 

hemen ;  stiniggle  ensued ;  the  hallotmg 
vraa  kept  for  four  days;  wliich  re- 
BulteJ  finally,  on  the  forty-ninth  ballot, 
in  tlie  nomination  of  Franklin  Pierce, 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  W.  R.  Kinpf,  of 
Ahibama,  as  the  democratic  candidatos 
for  the  two  Iiighest  offltiei  in  tlie  gift  of 
the  people.  A  series  of  resolotiona  was 
adopted,  denonndng  all  attempts  at 
renewing  the  agitation  of  the  slavery 
qnestion,  and  settuig  forth  the  determi- 
;  nation  to  "abide  bv,  and  adhere  to,  a 
fiuthful  execution  of  the  acts  known  aa 
the  compromise  measures,  settled  by 
the  last  Conere^ii, — the  act  reclniraing 
fugitives  from  service  or  labor  in- 
dnded." 

On  tbe  16th  of  Jane,  the  delegates 
of  the  whig  national  convention  met 

in  Baltimore,  to  the  number  of  some 
three  hundred.  Beside  the  name  of 
Mr.  Fillmore,  there  were  those  of  Gen- 
eral Scott  and  Daniel  Webster  before 
the  members  of  the  convention;  and 
no  wonder  it  was  hard  to  select  the 
man  whom  liie  pai-ty  and  the  country 
would  most  fnlly  approve.  Besolntions 
defining  the  views  of  the  whig  party 
oni  the  varions  great  qnestions  at  issne, 
assenting  entirely  to  the  compromise 
measnrcHi,  including  the  fii^tive  slave 
law,  and  deprecating  all  renewal  of  agi- 
tation on  this  latter  topic,  were 
a(l()])t((l  by  a  large  vote;  and 
I  tlie  balloting  began.  On  the  fifty-third 
I  ballot,  General  Winfield  Scott,  was 
nominated  for  president ;  and  William 
A.  Gmham,  of  North  Carohna,  was 
placed  OXL  the  same  ticket  for  viofr-pres- 
ident 

**Tii0  freefloalen**  held  a  convention 


at  Pittsburg,  in  August,  and  had  also 
several  candidates;  bat  with  little  divi-. 
sion  of  sentiment,  they  nominated  John 
P.  Hale,  of  New  Hampshire,  for  presi- 
dent, and  George  W.  Julian,  of  Indiana, 
for  vice-president. 

Congre&s,  after  an  unusually  long 
seseion,  adjommed  on  the  31st  cf  Aw 
gust  On  the  daj  before  the  adjourn 
ment^  Mr.  Mason,  of  Viiginia,  in  the 
Senate,  made  a  report  on  the  subject  of 
the  Garay  grant,  for  the  right  of  way 
acrofs  the  Isthmus  of  Tohuantepec. 
This  grant  was  made  to  Don  Jose  de 
Garay,  in  March,  1842,  l)y  Santa  Anna, 
and  confirmed,  at  dilYerent  tim^  by 
others  in  authority.  Garay  sold  out 
his  right,  in  1846,  to  two  Englisbmen; 
and  the  grant,  in  1848,  was  assigned  to 
Mt*  Hsrgons,  a  eitazen  of  the  United 
States.  Work  was  commenced  on  the 
route  across  the  isthmus ;  but  the  Mex- 
ican government  forbad  further  steps, 
in  1851.  The  qnestion  now  wa",  what 
course  ouglit  the  United  States  to  pur- 
sue ;  and  the  re])ort  Avent  into  the  quea- 
tiou,  very  fully.  Senator  Benton,  in 
1853,  wrote  a  letter,  reviewing  this 
sul)ject,  and  condonning  any  action  on 
the  part  of  the  government  in  &vor  of 
enfordng  this  grant.  The  letter  is  veil 
worth  reading. 

A  considerable  amount  of  public 
bnsincsg  was  tran«!acted  during  the  ses- 
sion, tlie  more  important  of  which  we 
have  already  indicated.  Other  acts  of 
the  session  were,  the  voting  an  amend- 
ment to  the  deficiency  bill,  nuking  an 
additional  appropriation  of  $35,000  for 
each  trip  to  tiie  CoUins's  line  of  steams 
eis;  considerably  reducing  the  rates 
of  postage  on  printed  matter;  making 
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laigie  apfiffopriatioiis  for  the  improve' 
ment  of  rivers  and  haiboTB  in  Tftrious 
■  sectious  of  the  country;  granting  md 
to  the  state  of  Michigan  in  oonpti  ucting 
a  ship  canal  around  tlie  Sault  St.  Marie ; 
etc  TiiC  Freiicli  spoliation  bill,  and 
other  measures  of  importance,  were  post- 
poned until  the  next  session. 

Befoxe  eatermg  upon  tiie  active  and 
earnestly  coaiteated  eleetko,  ihe  people 
were  agMn  called  upon  to  mourn  for 
tke  removal  of  the  great  and  noble 
compttferiot  of  Ilcury  Clay.  It  was  in 
the  summer  of  1852,  that  INIr.  Webstf-r 
left  Washington,  being  far  from  well 
at  the  time,  and  betook  himself  to  the 
retirement  and  repose  of  hi^  farm  at 
Marshfield.  Unfortunately,  he 
BOOH  after  met  -mll^  a  eevero 
injury  by  being  tliiown  from  a  wagon. 
His  health  continued  to  fail  more  and 
more  perceptibly,  xmtil,  on  the  2l8t  of 
Octob«r,lu8  illness  was  seen  to  be  very 
dangerons,  and  the  sad  conviction  forced 
itself  upon  his  friends  and  the  whole 
country,  that  he  was  on  his  death-bed. 
On  Sunday  morning,  October  24th,  a 
little  before  three  o'clock,  hia  mortal 
career  reached  its  dose.  like  the  &• 
ther  of  his  coontry— likejthe  iUnstrions 
patriot  who,  only  a  few  montiis  hefore^ 
]  i  a  l  j  receded  lum  to  the  grave — Daniel 
Webster  was  not  a&ald  to  die,  for  his 
l.a.'^t  hoars  were  illumined  bv  tlie  liijht 
which  the  Gospel  of  nuv  Bles.sed  Savi- 
our has  ciistupon  the  tomb,  and  he  was, 
&6  wc  believe.  entible<l  to  lav  f;i.st  hold 
upon  the  consolations  and  hopea  of  the 
hmnble,  penitent^  and  &ithM  Chratian. 
Words  of  eulogy  we  need  not  ntter. 
His  fiune  is  imperishable.  His  renown, 
as  tiie  greatest  of  Ameiicaa  orators, 


and  among  the  greatest  of  American 
statesmen,  is  graven  in  broad  characters 
upon  the  history  of  the  United  States ; 
and  we  arc  confident,  that  his  id  a  name 
which  will  grow  brighter,  and  be  loved 
more  and  more,  as  yeai-g  roll  on,  and  as 
it  becomes  more  plainly  evident  what 
a  life-lime  of  service  he  gave  to  the 
highest  and  best  interests  of  our  com- 
mon  couitry.* 

The  presidential  flection,  in  Kovem- 
ber,  called  forth  the  most  earnest  and 
active  efforts  of  both  parties ;  sanguine 
hopes  of  succesfl  were  entertained  l:»y 
the  whigs  as  well  as  the  democrats; 
but  the  result  proved  the  strength  and 
efficiency  of  the  organi2ation  of  the 
democratic  party,  and  Franklin  Pierce 
was  elected  pre^dent  by  an  nnnsnaJly 
large  majority,  whether  oonnted  by  the 
popular  or  the  electord  yotes. 

Some  months  before  Mr.  Wcbster^s 
death,  the  ministers  of  England  and 
France  had  been  directed  to  invite  the 
government  of  the  United  State?,  to 
become  party  to  a  tripartite  conven- 
tion, in  virtue  of  which  the  three  pow- 
ers should  severally  and  coUectivuly 
disdsam,  now  and  for  the  fbtore,  all 
intention  to  obtain  poraeasioiL  of 
the  Island  of  Cuba,  as  well  as 
to  discountenance  all  attempts  of  a  sim- 
ilar kind  by  any  power  whatever.  In 
July,  Mr.  Crampton  addre.^=?ed  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Webster  on  the  subject,  urging 
the  views  of  his  government  as  to  this 
matter;  and  the  Comte  de  Sartiges,  in 

*  For  CD  docptcnt  aad  wufili^  Mbvto  to  flw  de{)iirt- 
od  statesman  and  patriot,  se«  th«  Hon.  Rofns  Cboate*a 
**I>iso(Niiw  ddivcfcd  belbre  the  Fhcolty,  StudoitB,  mi 
AlmaA  of  JMamA  Cdl^  on  the  27th  of  Juljj 
1868,  eoamMMnfiTB  of  Diann.  WnRB.** 
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behalf  of  France,  entirely  accorded 
with  the  scntiniciits  of  ^Mr.  Crampton's 
letter.  "  This  will,  it  is  hoped,  facili- 
tate the  adoption  by  the  government 
of  the  TTnited  States  of  the  project, 
and  enable  tiic  government  of  the 
Umted  States,  by  flaaodating  themr 
weLm  iriik  those  <^  Gieat  Btitain.  and 
Stance  m  this  mportaiit  declaration, 
to  secure  the  fatore  tranquility  of  the 
commeroe  of  the  world  ia  those  seas, 
to  disconrage  illegal  enterprises  against 
Cub{i,  and  to  draw  doeer  the  bonds  of 
amity  which  bind  the  United  States  to 
Great  Britain,  an  well  as  to  France  and 
Spain." 

Mr.  Webeter^s  failing  health  prevent- 
ed his  giving  due  attention  to  this  oom- 
mnmcatioii,  and  his  death  ooeoxzing  not 
bng  aflber,  the  president  asked  Hr.  Ed- 
ward Everett  to  undertake  the  duties 
of  secretary  of  state,  which  he  did.  Un- 
der date  of  the  1st  of  DecemT>er,  Mr. 
Everett  addressed  to  the  Comte  de  Sar- 
tiges  a  long  and  very  aljle  letter,  setting 
forth  the  views  entertained  by  our  gov- 
ernment in  respect  to  this  difficult  and 
delicate  topic.  An  extract  or  two  from 
thut  letter  may  properly  here  be  pre- 
sented. 

"The  preadcut  folly  concma  with 
hiapredecesBQis,  who  have  on  more  than 

one  occasion  authorized  the  declaration 
referred  to  by  M.  dc  Turcot  and  L-ord 
Malmesbnrv,  that  the  United  States 
could  not  see  -with  inditference  the  Isl- 
and of  Cuba  fall  into  the  possebsion  of 
any  other  European  govenun^t  than 
Spain;  not, however, hecaose we shonld 
be  difBatisfled  with  any  natural 
increase  of  temtoiy  and  power 
on  the  part  of  France  or  England. 


France  has,  within  twenty  years,  ac- 
quired a  vast  domain  on  the  northern 
coa-'t  of  Africa,  with  a  fair  prospect  of 
indefinite  extension.  England,  within 
half  a  ceutuiy,  has  added  very  exten- 
sively to  her  empire.  These  acquisitions 
have  created  no  uneasiaess  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stetes.  In  like  manner, 
the  Umted  States  have,  withm  the  same 
period,  greatly  increased  their  territory. 
The  largest  addition  was  that  of  Loniai* 
ana,  which  was  purchased  from  France. 
Tlicsie  accessions  of  territory  have  prob- 
ably caused  no  uneasiness  to  the  grent 
European  powera,  as  they  have  been 
brought  about  by  the  operation  of  nat- 
ural causes,  and  without  any  disturb- 
ance of  the  mtematlonal  relations  of 
the  prmcipal  states.  They  haye  been 
followed,  also,  by*  a  great  increase  of 
mutually  beneficial  commercial  inter- 
course between  the  United  States  and 
Enro]>e.  B\it  the  case  would  bo  differ- 
ent in  reference  to  the  transfin-  of  Culoa 
from  S})ain  to  any  other  European  j)ow- 
er.  That  event  could  not  take  place 
without  a  serious  derangement  of  the 
intemational  system  now  ezistbg;  and 
it  would  indicate  designs  in  reference 
to  this  h^nisphwe,  which  could  not  but 
awaken  alarm  in  tiie  United  States. 

•  «  •  •  «  * 

But  the  president  has  a  graver  objec- 
tion to  entering  into  the  proposed  con- 
vention. He  has  no  wish  to  disguise 
the  feeling  that  the  compact,  although 
equal  in  its  terms,  would  be  very  un- 
equal in  sabstance.  France  and  Ebt 
gland,  by  entering  into  it,  would  disable 
themselTesfrom  obtaining  possession  of 
an  island  remote  fom  their  seats  of  gov- 
ernment, belonging  to  another  Eoro* 
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pesa  paver,  whose  natural  right  to  pos- 
BesB  ife  must  always  be  as  good  as  tli(  ir 
own — a  di?taut  island  in  another  hem- 
isphere, and  one  which  by  no  ordinary 
or  peaceful  course  of  tliinga  could  ever 
belong  to  either  of  them.  If 
the  present  balance  of  power 
in  Europe  ahoiild  "be  broken  up,  if  Spain 
sliould  become  unable  to  maintam  the 
island  m  bcr  poBBesmon,  and  S!Ruiee  and 
abouldbe  engaged  m  a  death 
struggle  with  each  oliher,  Cuba  might 
then  be  the  prize  of  the  victor,  TRll 
these  events  all  take  place,  the  presi- 
dent does  not  see  how  Cuba  can  Lelong 
to  any  European  power  but  Spain.  The 
United  States,  on  the  other  hand,  would, 
by  the  proposed  eonvention,  disable 
thonselyeB  fiom  making  an  acqmsltion 
whieh  might  take  plaoe  inthont  any 
disturbance  of  existing  foreign  relations, 
and  in  the  natural  order,  of  things.  The 
Island  of  Cuba  lies  at  our  doors.  It 
commands  the  approach  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  wliich  washes  the  shores  of  five 
of  our  states.  It  bars  the  entrance  of 
that  great  river  which  drains  half  the 
TSasisb.  Amaioan  continent,  and  with 
its  tributaries  forms  the  largest  system 
of  internal  water  commmucalitm  In  the 
world.  It  keeps  wafc^h  at  the  doorway 
of  our  intercourse  with  California  by 
the  Isthmus  route.  If  an  island  like 
Cuba,  belonging  to  the  Spanish  crown, 
guarded  the  entrance  ot  the  Thames 
and  the  Seine,  and  the  United  States 
should  propose  a  convention  like  this 
to  Fnmce  and  England,  those  powers 
roold  aasoredly  feel  that  the  disability 
aasnmed  hj  onraelTes  was  ftr  less  serir 
one  than  that  whidi  we  asked  them  to 
assnme.    The  opiniom  of  American 


4W 

statesmen  at  different  times^  and  under 
varying  circumstances,  have  differed  as 
to  the  desirableness  of  the  acquisition 
of  Cuba  by  the  United  States.  Terri- 
torially and  commercially  it  would,  in 
our  hands,  be  an  extremely  valuable 
poeBe8ai<m.  Under  certain  con- 
tingencies it  might  he  almost 
essential  to  oior  safety.  StiH,  for  do* 
mestic  ressons,  on  iHikli,  in  a  eommuf 
mcation  of  this  kind,  it  might  not  be 
proper  to  dweU,  the  president  thinks 
that  the  incorporation  of  tlie  island  into 
the  Union  at  the  present  time,  although 
eftected  with  the  consent  of  Spain, 
would  be  a  hazardous  measure ;  and  he 
would  con^der  its  acquisition  by  force, 
except  ui  a  just  war  with  Spun,  (should 
an  erent  so  greatly  to  he  dejpfrecated 
take  place^)  as  a  dugrace  to  the  civili' 
cation  of  tiie  age. 

>  •.  •  •  •  • 
Spain,  meantime,  has  retained  of  her 
extensive  dominions  in  this  hemisphere, 
but  the  two  Islands  of  Cuba  and  Porto 
Kico.  A  respectful  sympatliy  for  the 
fortunes  of  au  ancient  ally  and  a  gallant 
people,  with  whom  tiie  United  States 
have  evwmaintamed  the  mcetfiiendly 
relations^  would,  if  no  other  reason  ex- 
isted, make  it  our  dnty  to  leave  her  in 
the  undisturbed  possession  of  this  little 
remnant  of  her  mighty  transatlantic 
empire.  The  president  desires  to  do 
so;  no  word  or  deed  of  his  will  ever 
question  her  title,  or  shako  her  |)u."s-5  mis- 
sion. Eut  can  it  be  expected  to  last 
very  long  ?  Oan  it  resist  this  mighty 
cunent  in  the  fi>rtnnes  of  the  world  t 
Is  it  dedraUe  that  it  shoiild  do  sot 
Can  it  he  for  the  interest  of  Spain  to 
eling  to  a  possession  that  can  only  be 


MR.  EVERETTS  LEITER. 


Digitized  by  Google 


TAYLOR'S  AND  FILLMOBE7S  ADIONISTRAHON. 


IBs.  vn 


IMS. 


maintained  by  a  garrison  of  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  tliousaud  troops,  a  power- 
ful naval  force,  and  an  annual  expendi- 
ture for  both  arms  of  the  service  of  at 
least  $12,000,000?  Calm,  at  this  mo- 
ment|  eoitB  mora  to  Spain,  than 
the  QDtize  naral  and  military 
establishmeat  of  the  United  States  ooets 
the  federal  govemmoiti  So  far  from 
being  really  injured  by  the  Ices  of  this 
island,  there  is  no  donbt  that,  were  it 
peacefully  transferred  to  the  United 
States,  a  prosperous  commerce  between 
C  uba  and  Spain,  resulting  frojn  an  nent 
associatioDS  and  common  language  and 
tastesi  woold  be  &t  msae  prodndahre 
tiian  the  1)686  eontriTed  Bystem  of  oolo* 
nial  taxation.  Snch,  notorioiuly,  lias 
been  the  result  to  Great  Britain  of  the 
establishment  of  the  independence  of 
the  United  States.  The  decline  of 
iSpain  from  the  position  which  she  held 
m  the  time  of  Charles  V.  is  coeval  with 
the  foundation  of  her  colonial  system ; 
while  within  twenty-five  years,  and  since 
the  loss  of  most  of  ber  colonies,  she 
has  entered  upon  a  oonne  of  rapid  im- 
pioyement  imknown  nnee  the  abdicsr 
tion  of  ihat  emperor. 

No  administrntion  of  this  govem- 
mcfit,  however  strong  in  the  public  con- 
fidence in  other  respect'^,  could  stand  a 
day  under  the  odium  of  iiavhig  stipu- 
lated with  the  great  powci-s  of  Europe, 
that  in  no  fiitnra  time^  under  no  change 
of  circmnstances,  by  no  amicable  ai^ 
FAngement  with  Spain,  by  so  act  of 
lawiy  war,  (should  that  calamity  un- 
fortunately occor,)  by  no  consent  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Island,  should  they, 
like  the  posseesiona  <^  Spain  on  the 


American  continent,  succeed  in  render* 
iug  themselvesi  independent,  in  fine,  by 
no  overruling  necessity  of  Bell-])reserv- 
ation,  should  the  United  States  ever 
make  the  aoqnisitioiL  of  Cnba. 
For  these  reasons,  whidL  the 
president  baa  thongbt  it  advisable,  con 
sideling  the  importance  of  &e  subject, 
to  direct  me  to  unfold  at  some  langthj 
he  feels  constrsdned  to  decline  respect 
fiiUy  the  invifjition  of  France  and  En- 
gland to  become  parties  to  the  proposed 
convention.  lie  is  j)ei"suaded,  that  these 
friendly  powers  will  not  attribute  this 
refiisal  to  any  insensibility  on  his  part 
to  the  advaiitages  of  the  utmost  bar* 
mony  between  the  great  maritime  states 
on  a  subject  of  such  importanoe.  Aa 
little  wiU  Spain  draw  any  unfavorable 
inference  from  this  refusal ;  the  rather, 
as  the  emphatic  disclaimer  of  any  de- 
signs against  Cuba  on  the  jiart  of  this 
gcveniment,  contained  in  the  present 
note,  atl'orda  all  the  assurance  which  the 
president  can  constitutionally,  or  to  any 
nsrful  pui-pose,  give  of  a  piaetieal  con- 
coirence  with  Erance  and  England  b 
the  wish  not  to  diatorb  the  possesmon 
of  that  island  by  Spain." 

On  Monday,  the  6th  of  December, 
the  second  session  of  the  thirty-second 
Congress  commenced,  and  Prf^si  dent  Fill- 
more's last  annual  mcasage  wa^  sent  in  on 
the  same  day.  In  brief  but  clearly  ex- 
pressed terms,  the  president  laid  '1)efore 
the  two  Houses  a  statement  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  ooontry,  and  gare  bis 
TiewBof  ihe  principal  topics  ci  moment, 
on  which  be  felt  bound  to  speak.  With 
evident  propriety,  Mr.  Fillmore  ac- 
knowledged, in  behalf  of  our  countiy, 
the  blessings  of  God's  providence  dur* 
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ing  the  past  year;  lie  alluded,  with 
groat  feeling,  to  the  lamented  dece.'Lse 
of  Daniel  Webster  ;  and  proceeded  to 
give  the  present  positiou  of  the  fishery 
question  between  the  United  States  and 
England.  The  condition  of  affairs  in 
regard  to  Oaba  was  next  Bpoiken  0!^  Olid 
the  propoailaoii  of  England  and  Franoe^ 
iot  a  triparttto  con^mtioii  fiilly  detful- 
ed.  Having  gtated,  that  he  had  da- 
dined  becoming  a  party  to  this  conr 
ventlon,  the  president  went  on  to  say ; 
"  Were  this  island  comparatively  d^i- 
tute  of  inhaljitimts,  or  occupied  by  a 
kindred  race,  I  should  regard  it^  if  vol- 
untarily ceded  by  Spain^  as  a  most  de- 
dnble  aoqiuBitioiL  But  under  eamtmg 
cirenmstancesy  I  should  look  upon  its 
inoorpoTatioiL  into  onr  Union,  as  a  retj 
hazardous  measurei  It  would  brine; 
into  the  confederacy  a  population  of  a 
different  national  stock,  speaking  a  dif- 
ferent language,  and  not  likely  to  liar- 
mouize  witli  the  other  members.  It 
would  probably  affect  in  a  prejudicial 
manner  the  industrial  interests  of  the 
soaih ;  and  it  might  leTive  those  oon> 
flietsof  opmion  hetween  the  difibrent 
sections  of  the  oonntry  which  lately 
shook  the  Union  to  its  centre,  and 
which  have  been  so  happily  compro- 
mised." 

Tlie  snliject  of  the  Tebuantepec  route 
(see  p.  ^  92) ;  the  relations  of  the  United 
States  to  vaiious  South  American  pow- 
ers; the  settlement  of  the  question  as 
to  the  olaam  of  Pera  in  regard  to  the 
Loboslslaads;  and  the  steps  taken  with 
reference  to  the  endeavoring  to  obtiun 
a  change  in  the  policy  of  Japan  towards 
other  nations;  were  succinctly  set  forth. 
Having  spoken  of  the  burdens  imposed 
Vol.  111.— 63 


upon  the  department  of  state,  Mr.  Fill- 
more laid  before  Congress  the  present 
condition  of  the  treasury.  The  receipts 
for  the  year  were,  ^-iQ/T  28,386 ;  the  ex- 
penditures were,  $46,008,000 ;  the  bal- 
ance in  the  treasury  was,  $14,632,135. 
The  Tslne  ot  foreign  imports  daring  the 
year  was  estunated  at  $307,840,000; 
the  aggregate  eicports  were,  $167,066,- 
000,  besides  $42,507,285  in  specie.  The 
subject  of  the  tariff,  the  Mexican  bound- 
ary commission,  the  Indian  tribes,  etc., 
were  also  brought  before  the  two 
Houses,  and  the  president  renewed  his 
recommendations  on  the  vaiious  topics 
of  river  and  harbor  improvements,  for- 
tifications, and  the  like. 

Having  congratulated  the  national 
l^gialatiire  and  the  country  on  the  sao 
ces3  of  our  policy  of  noiMnterference 
in  foreign  nffiu's,  and  on  the  manifold 
blessings  wliicli  we  enjoy,  Mr.  Fillmore 
closed  his  messaire  with  modestly  claim- 
ing, that  he  had  discliarged  the  duties 
of  his  responsible  pc^t,  to  the  best  of 
his  ability,  and  with  a  single  eye  to  the 
public  good.  * 

The  proceedings  of  Gongmss  during 
this,  the  concluding  sesdon,  were  not 
of  very  material  moment.  In  the  Sen- 
ate, there  was  much  animated  debate 
on  the  whole  sul>ject  of  the  foreign  pol- 
icy of  the  United  States.  The 
Clayton-Bulwer  treaty  (1850) 
was  brought  up;  General  Ciiss  had  a 
great  deal  to  say  on  the  subject  of  the 
Monroe  doctrine*;  Kessra.  Seward, 
Chase^  Bntkr,  Mason,  Sonld,  and  othei% 
took  part  in  the  discussion;  and  the 
country  generally  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  important  questions  involved  in 
dispute.   Varions  matters  of  business 
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OOCDpied  the  attentioa  of  the  House, 
and  a  nmnl)er  of  acts  of  local  interest 
were  passed,  together  with  a  great  va- 
riety of  private  Li  lid.    On  the  11th  of 
February,  Mr.  Mason,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  fore^  afikirs,  Bubmitted  a 
leport  m  regard  to  the  qiieatioa  of  tlie 
treaty  stipnlatioDa  witli  Gxeat  Bntain 
oonoiEnuiig  Central  AmenoHf  in 
which  the  opinion  was  express- 
ed in  favor  of  existing  British  colonial 
establishments  in  Central  America,  but 
decidedly  against  her  establishing  new 
ones.    The  Mexican  Garay  grant  was 
again  brouglit  up,  bnt  no  action  was 
had  on  the  subject.  The  plan  of  a  raii- 
load  from  tlie  Ifiasiasippi  to  the  Pacifio 
was  repeatedly  dbciiBBed  in  the  Senatei 
wd  aa  ameadment  was  finally  adopt- 
ed to  tiie  appropriation  bill,  authoriz- 
ing the  prealdeiit  to  use  $150,000  for 
the  expenses  of  surveys,  explorations  of 
the  route,  etc  A  bill  was  also  passed, 

erecting  a  new  temtorial  government 
out  of  part  of  Oregon,  to  be  called  the 
Tenifory  of  Washington. 

On  the  Sd  of  March,  the  session  end- 
ed, and  the  thirty-^ecoiul  Congress 
closed  ite  career.    At  the  same  date, 
the  admimBtiration  of  iGUaid  FiUmore 
iras  hnni^t  to  an  end,  and  he  retired 
from  the        station  which  he  had 
well  and  worthily  fiBed  fat  nearly  three 
years.  They  were  years  of  importance 
in  our  history,  and  we  think  that  li  will 
be  admitted  by  all  candid  observers, 
who  may  have  noted  the  progress  of 
affairs  under  Mr.  Fillmore's  presidency, 
that  he  maintained  the  national  honor 
and  dignity  in  intarooquae  with  foreign 
powen;  he  was  ever  thie  advocate  of 
measures  calcnlated  to  promote  peace, 
harmony,  concord,  and  attachment  to 
the  Union ;  and  in  every  section  of  our 
vast  country  he  recoive<l  the  meed  of 
praise  which  was  justly  his  due. 

• 

Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


Cb.  Vm.]  INAUGURATiON  OF  MR  PIERCE.  409 


CHAFTEB  VIII. 

FSAVKLXV  PIBBOX'8   ADM  I VISTBATIOK. 

lui^pintion  of  Franlilia  JPtont^BIi  iMVgiml  »idrmt,  Mbinc^  «te>— DMth,  of  YiM-pntideiii  Eisg— Ib« 
'  Mcnlhi  Valley  —  Dr.  'Ruuft  Neoncl  «zpedltloB — Odur  expedldom— Lov4  John  SdmHIi  nply  to  Vr.  EtctbH!^ 

letter — Ciise  of  Kosta  —  Tbe  thirty-third  Congrc-s — Sub«tanfle  or  the  president'*  me«»gc  —  St  tiiUor  T>c>ui;Li9'i 
bill —  Kuins  and  liabnik* — Debste  in  the  SeoaU — Tb«  Boom's  cooim  and  dabate — The  Gadaden  trea^  — 
OoamMdaM  Perry  aad  tb*  Japan  atiMdlttoB— PoUtSoal  norflmoila— OongrM*  In  Hahm— Ifr.  FiarMni  vitaM 

—  Colonel  Kiriiit  y  nnJ  emigration  to  the  Mwquito  coast  —  Oth.-r  acts  (jf  the  seadon — Tlie  Oatecil  corfprcnce  — 
The  "Amaricau"  party  —  Efforts  in  Kew  York  to  supprew  intempenince — The  Sound  daea  question  —  Dr. 
XaiWItntwnfton  AaAr«deNglcM'-«Bad«afh'->TbaB«Hilnto  MB*  to  Bnglaod — Appirdkandon  of  leni- 
ties vr'ifh  Orpat  Britain  —  The  thirty-fourth  Congress — T-onp  contest  for  the  speaterahip — Subetaooe  of  the 
presldeutA  m<:»Mgc  —  The  Knusna  quc6tiua  —  Proceedings  ic  thu  territory  — Outbreaks,  etc.  — Walker  and  Can- 
tui  Anerica — Some  details  —  Further  troubles  in  Kansas  —  Efforts  of  parties  there  —  Disgraecful  attaek  on  Mr. 
SoiMir  by  P.  &  Brooka — The  dmnxmHis,  rapobUoan,  add  wU;  oonTanttoaa— Omdidatea  nooiinated— Bu- 
ehanan  and  Breekeoridga  aleeted  prestdeot  and  rloa-preeldeDt — Congress  In  aessloa  — Mr.  Werert  last  neseaga 

—  Mr.  liL'tiUiri's  rijvicw  of  it  —  Biisines-i  of  tlie  stssion,  the  tariff,  etc.  — Tlie  DreJ  Scott  cniie  —  Rxcitomenl  — 
Ccngre&s  adjonms— >£Dd  of  Franklin  Pierce's  administration.  Atfsxoix  to  Cjunsa  YIU.— Senator  Bentoo'a 
iltwa  <m  the  Missouri  Coroprombe,  etc.  — IL  Opinion  of  tbe  Sopreme  Court 


The  cereiuoDies  fonncctfid  with  the 
inaugaration  of  the  fourteenth  president 
of  the  Ltiiited  States,  were  such  ai-e 
usoal  on  those  occasions,  and  need  not 
to  be  agam  specially  deseri1)ed.  Frank- 
lin Pierc^  on  the  4^  of  ICareli,  1858, 
stood  np  in  the  presence  of  a  large  con- 
course of  his  felloVHailazens,  and  vitk 
much  dignity  and  propriety  delivered 
his  InanOTral  address.    It  "was 

VMS* 

expressed  iu  clear  terms,  and 
gave  a  cheering  outline  of  the  spirit 
and  proposed  policy  of  the  new  admin- 
istration. It  was  not  too  long,  and 
dealt  with  such  topics  as  are  appropri- 
ate to  the  day  and  the  andienoe.  ''The 
policy  of  my  administration,"  said  Mr. 
Pierce,  "  will  not  be  controlled  hy  any 
timid  foi'ebodings  of  evil  from  ezpan- 


sion.  Indeed,  it  Ls  not  to  he  disguised, 
that  our  attitude  its  a  nation,  and  our 
position  on  the  globe,  render  the  acqui- 
sition of  certain  possessions,  not  within, 
our  jniisdiction,  eminendy  impoftaai 
for  oar  protection,  if  not,  m  the  fbtore, 
essential  fof  oar  preservation  of  the 
rights  of  commerce  and  the  peace  of 
the  world.  Should  they  be  obtained, 
it  Avill  be  through  no  graspiu<^  spirit, 
but  with  a  view  to  obvious  national  in- 
terest and  security,  and  in  a  manner 
entirely  consistent  with  the  strictest 
observance  of  national  faith."  The 
new  preddent  also  took  occaeion  to  r^ 
iterate^  iiiat  ''the  rights,  secority,  and 
repose  of  this  eonfederaoy,  reject  the 
idea  of  interference  Of  colonization,  on 
this  side  of  the  ocean,  by  any  foreign 
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power,  beyond  present  jurisdiction,  as 
utterly  inadmissible.''  In  speakiDg  of 
domestic  affairs,  Mr.  Pierce  gave  Lis 
Tipirs  on  Tariotis  points,  such  a?,  offices 
held  under  tne  government,  the  grounds 
of  appointment  and  romovul,  and  the 
integrity  ana  economy  expected  of  pub- 
lic men  hy  the  people ;  the  respeetive 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  federal  gov- 
enunent  md  the  Btste'  govemmeiitS)  in- 
r^aidto  the  many  diffictdt  and  delicate 
qaesfsoos  wMch  are  liable  to  disturb  the 
harmony  and  concord  of  the  Union; 
the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  which 
are  regarded  as  constitutional  and  un- 
hesitatingly to  be  curried  into  effect;  etc. 

The  Inaugural  was  well  received,  and 
seemed  to  indicate  that  the  new  admin- 
istmtton  wss  to  \»  candncted  on  trqly 
nsiiioiial  groands,  and  to  be  guided 
principles  whieh  would  commend  it  and 
its  acts  to  the  consideration  and  support 
of  the  ^vhole  country.  The  oath  of 
office  was  administered  to  Mr.  Pierce, 
and  he  retired  fi-ora  tlie  pro-'onrp  of  the 
crowd  with  the  good  wishes  of  thous- 
auds,  and  with  high  hopes  of  a  prosper- 
oos  and  SDCoenfbl  career. 

On  the  tth  of  March,  the  premdent 
sent  in  to  the  Senate,  then  in  eztm 
session,  the  names  of  the  gentlemen 
whom  he  had  selected  for  his  cabinet. 
His  nominations  were  immediately  con- 
firmed. William  L.  Marcy  was 
made  secretary  of  state ;  James 
Guthrie,  secretjiry  of  the  trea.surj ;  Ko- 
bert  McClelland,  secretary  of  the  inte- 
rior ;  Jefferson  Davis,  secretary  of  war; 
James  CL  Dobbin,  secietary  of  the  navy ; 
James  GampbeU,  postmsstergeneral; 
Caleb  Cnshing,  attoniey^eneral. 
Bef<»e  the  a^jomimient  of  the  extra 
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session,  the  Senate  entoed  upon  an  ani* 
m&ted  debate  respecting  Centrjd  Amer- 
ican affaiiT?  (see  p.  498).  Mr.  Clayton 
secretary  of  state  imder  General  Tay- 
lor, had  returned  to  the  Senate,  and  he 
immediately  undertook  an  elaljorate 
vindication  of  the  tieaty  concluded  by 
himgeilf  and  Mr.  Bnlwer.  He  also  dia* 
cussed  the  Mcoroe  doctrine^  and  aiBrm- 
ed,  that  it  had  never  zeoeived  the  sane* 
tion  of  the  United  States  govenunent 
in  any  form.  This  was  on  the  9th  of 
March ;  on  the  14th,  Mr.  Mason  made  a 
reply,  and  was  followed  by  Mr.  Douglas 
on  the  same  side.  Mr.  Chi)  ton,  next 
day,  rejoined,  and  Mr.  Donghis  took 
occasion  to  deliver  a  long  speech  on  the 
subject  On  the  21st,  Mr.  Everett  elo- 
quently expressed  the  views  whieh  he 
entestained  on  the  points  at  iasne^  and 
urged  peace  and  fiarbearance  as  the  tme 
policy  of  our  country,  and  as  the  best 
means  of  attaining  wide  spread  pros- 
perity and  power. 

The  vice-president,  Williaru  R.  King, 
who  Wiis  sutl'ering  from  a  pulmonary 
disease*  at  tlic  time  of  his  election,  went 
to  Havana,  in  hopes  that  the  genial 
olimate  of  Cuba  might  alford  him  re- 
lief The  oath  of  office  was  adminis- 
tered to  him  there,  by  the  United  States 
consul,  in  accordaiiee  with  a  special  act 
passed  for  the  purpose.  Find- 
ing no  benefit  from  his  visit,  Mr. 
King  returned  to  the  I'nited  States 
early  in  A])ri],  and  died  at  liia  planta^ 
tion  in  Alabama,  on  the  18th  of  April. 
Mr.  Atchison,  of  MlaBouri,  who  had 
bem  elected  preflident  jiro  i^nipore  of 
the  Senate^  was  henceforth  chaiged 
with  the  duties  belonging  to  tho  vioo* 
jweddent*s  office. 
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A  large  nomber  of  dipibmstie  ap- 
pointmenta  was  made  at  an  early  day. 

James  Buclianan  w  n  nt  to  Eng^land ; 
T.  H.  Seymour,  to  liussia;  Pierre  A. 
SonV^,  to  Spaiuf  P.  1).  Yroom,to  Pims- 
eia,;  H.  11.  Jackson,  to  Austria;  Solon 
Borlaud,  to  Ceutral  America;  James 
Gadsden, to. Mexico;  etc.  The  mission 
to  France  was  not  filled  so  speedily  as 
ihe  others ;  John  Y.  Mason  was,  how* 
erer,  sent  ont  in  l3ie  course  of  the  year. 

The  Mexican  boundary  commission, 
early  in  the  year,  assigned  the  Mesilla 
Valley  (about  one  liinidred  and  seven- 
ty-five miles  long  hy  forty  broad),  to 
Mexico;  whereupon,  Governor  Lane, 
of  New  Mexico,  holding  that  this  allot- 
ment was  wholly  wrong,  issued  a  proc- 
lamation, and  took  possession,  until  the 
<Xaeation  of  houndaiy  should  he  settled 
between  the  TTnited  States  and  Mezioo. 
He  also  called  for  tiie  aid  <^  the 
Uziited  States  troops;  hnt  it 
was  not  given.  The  Mexican  govemor 
of  ChihiialiTia,  published  a  cotmter-proc- 
laniation,  and  resisted  the  action  of 
(T()\eruor  Lane  to  the  extent  of  his 
jHjwer.  Santa  Anna,  who  wad  at  the 
time  in  Anthority  in  Mexico,  entertained 
very  inimieal  feelings  towaids  oar  ooon- 
try;  and  for  a  time,  serious  difficulty 
seemed  likely  to  grow  out  of  this  matter. 

On  the  last  day  of  May,  the  second 
expedition  under  the  auspices  of  Mr. 
Grinnell  (p.  490),  toproceedin  thesearch 


*  Mr.  SouIl',  when  on  his  way  to  Spain,  in  tho  au- 
bunn,  puted  through  H«w  Xoric  While  there,  be 
m$6  mdted  apon  1^  s  nnaiber  <if  Cubfto  exiles,  who 
congratulated  him  on  his  ippointment  Ur.  Soal6  l» 
plied  to  their  addraK  ia  strong  lan^gc,  and  avowed 
Wm  drtwininafloD  fo  do  everything  ia  his  power  which 
teeanw  (he  InianiiB  and  tUpiily  of  flia  VoHad  SMw. 
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after  Sir  John  FranUin  and  his  psrtji^ 
set  sail  from  New  York.  It  consisted 
of  a  single  vessel,  tiie  Advanee,  with  a 

company  of  only  seventeen  persons, 
under  the  command  of  Dr.  Kane.  They 
were  supphed  M'ith  ])rovi^^ion.s  calculated 
for  two  ye.ai-s,  iiidfjieudent  ot  wluit  they 
might  gain  by  hunting.  Their  imme- 
diate destinaticMi  was  Smith's  Somid, 
the  &rthe8t  point  to  the  north 
that  had  been  reached.  Th^ce, 
if  the  ice  permitted,  they  were  to  posh 
their  way  into  regions  hitherto  lum* 
plored.  If  the  northern  passages  were 
blocked  up,  they  intended  to  have  re- 
course to  dogs,  using  their  boats  as 
sledges,  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  ex- 
ploration of  the  region,  in  search  of 
traces  of  tiie  lost  navigators.  The  re» 
salt  cf  this  adTentnrons  expedition,  un- 
der  the  guidance  of  the  noble^eartsd 
commander,  we  shall  take  occadon  to 
narrate  furthw  on. 

In  the  present  connection,  we  may 
mention,  that  four  other  expeditions 
were  fitted  out,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  Congress,  (p.  498),  for 
prosecuting  explorations  md  selecting 
the  best  route  for  railroad  commmucar 
tion  between  thd  Atbntac  and  Pactfie. 
The  first,  under  Ma^or  Stevens,  was  to 
proceed  from  St.  Paul,  Mimiesota,  to 
the  Great  Bend  of  the  ]\Ii^ouri  River, 
thence  to  the  most  aviulable  pass  in  the 
Rocky  Mountninf,  from  the  forty-ninth 
parallel  to  the  lieail-wnteiM  of  the  Mis- 
souri. The  second,  under  Lieutenant 
Whipple,  was  to  proceed  from  the  Mis- 
sissippi, along  the  head  waters  of  the 
CSanadian,  across  ^e  Bio  Peco^  entering 
the  yaUey  of  the  Bio  del  Norte  near 
Albuquerque,  tibenoe  through  Walkei^ 
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Fr8b  in  tbd  Boeky  Mwmtains  to  the 
pAcilic,  some  vrhere  on  the  const  of 
Bovthfiin  Gdiforniik  The  third,  under 

Captain  Gunnison,  was  to  pass  tlirough 
the  Rocky  Mountains  near  the  head 
waters  of  tlie  Rio  del  Norte,  thence 
westwardly  aloiip;  tlic  Nicollet  River  of 
the  Great  Basjin,  thence,  north  to  the 
Lake  Utah.  The  fonrth  was  to  operate 
in  Califorma,  in  the  re^on  west  of  the 
Colorado  to  the  Pacific^  examining  the 
passes  of  .the  Sierra  Nevada,  snd  en- 
deayoring  to  sacertam  the  best  route 
between  Walker's  Pass  and  the  mouth 
of  the  Gila,  and  firom  that  point  to  tiie 
Pacific  at  San  Diego. 

The  importance  of  these  expeditions 
the  reader  need  not  told,  was  very 
great,  and  very  valuahle  results  were 
to  be  expected  from  the  efforts  of  the 
parties  sent  out,  in  respect  to  the  geo- 
graphy, the  soil,  the  piodiictions,  etc., 
of  the  yast  western  pcesessions  of  the 
United  States. 

As  a  matter  worthy  of  record,  we 
may  state,  that  the  opening  of  the  In- 
dustrial Exhibition  in  the  Crystal  Pal- 
ace, New  York,  took  place  on  the  14th 
of  July.  It  was  attended  by  the  pres- 
ident of  the  United  States,  and 
several  member  of  his  cabinet ; 
by  the  Earl  cf  Ellesmere,  Sir  Charles 
Lydl,  and  other  English  gentlemen  of 
eminence;  and  by  a  large  conconrse  of 
citizens  and  vintors.  The  openmg  ser^ 
vice^  were  impressive  and  appropriate 
to  the  occasion,  and  the  happiest  results 
were  looked  for  from  the  eilects  of  this 
exhibition,  not  only  upon  our  own  coun- 
trymen, but  also  upon  foreign  natioua 
and  people. 

On  a  previous  page  (p.  193), 


have  given  an  account  of  the  triparti^ 
convention  proposed  by  England  and 
Erance  to  the  ITnited  States,  with  re& 
erence  to  the  gnaranteeing  Cuba  to 
Spain  fwever;  we  have  also  quoted 
some  passages  from  Mr.  Everett's  letter 
on  this  snbject,  in  which  the  reasons  are 
given  at  length  for  declining  to  enter 
into  the  proposed  convention.  In  the 
course  of  the  summer,  a  letter  from  Lord 
John  Biissellf  dated  February  16th, 
1858,  was  published  in  the  United 
States.  It  was  addressed  to  Mr.  Cramp- 
ton,  the  British  minister  at  Washington, 
and  begins  by  saying,  that  the  object 
of  the  argument  introduced  l)v  Mr. 
Everett  with  sp  much  preparation,  and 
urged  with  so  much  ability,  is  clearly 
to  procure  the  admission  of  a  doctrine, 
that  the  United  States  have  an  interest 
in  Cuba,  to  which  Great  Britain  and 
France  can  not  pretend.  If^  it  was 
miged,  the  object  of  the  United  States 
is  simply  to  prevent  Cuba  from  falling 
into  l^e  hands  <^  any  European  power, 
the  convention  proposed  would  secure 
that  end.  But  if  it  is  intended  to  main- 
tain that  Great  Britain  and  France  have 
no  interest  in  the  maintenance  of  the 
present  status  of  Cuba,  and  that  the 
United  States  alone  have  a  right  to  a 
voice  in  that  matter,  the  British  gov- 
ermnent  at  once  refiises  to  admit  such 
a  claim.  Her  possessions  in  the  West 
Indies,  to  say  nothing  of  the  interests 
of  Mexico  and  other  friendly  states, 
£nve  Great  Britain  an  interest  in  the 
question  whidi  she  (.  an  not  f(H-ei,'o :  and 
France  has  t-iiailar  interests  which  she 
will  duubtles;*  urge  at  the  proper  time. 
His  lordship  eicpended  much  ability  in 
controverting  the  arguments  of  Mr. 
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£verett,  and  closed  hB  dnpateh  by  eay- 

ing,  that,  whUe  fiiUy  admitting  the 
right  of  the  United  Stfttea  to  reject  the 
proposal,  Great  Britain  mnst  at  once 
re-'iniH'  her  entire  liberty,  and  upon  any 
occa'^ion  tliat  may  call  for  it,  he  free  to 
act  singly,  or  in  coujuuctiou  with  other 
powers,  as  to  her  may  seem  fit. 

This  dupatoh,  with  aamilar  one  fix>ni 
the  Erendi  govennneni  was  read,  on 
the  16ih  of  April,  to  Mr.  Maicy,  the 
secretary  of  state,  who  promised  to  lay 
them  before  the  president,  though  he 
intimated,  that  probably  no  further  con- 
tinuance of  tlie  discnssion  would  be 
deemed  called  for.  The  publication  of 
this  letter  called  out  Mr.  Everett  again, 
and  in  writing  to  Lord  John  Kussell, 
he  vindicated  the  podtions  he 
had  pmionsly  taken,  and  re- 
plied to  his  lordship's  ohjeotioiis.  SBb 
reply  was,  as  might  be  expected,  very 
ably  written,  and  attracted  the  atten* 
tion  of  the  people  at  laro;c.  We  regret 
that  our  limits  do  not  admit  of  quoting 
irom  this  last  letter  of  the  able  states- 
man just  named. 

The  case  of  Kositza,  a  Hungarian  re- 
fugee, and  the  conrse  pnmied  by  Cap- 
tun  Ingraham  in  rescoing  him  tKm. 
Austrian  power,  ^cited  ooDsiderable 
attmtion  at  this  date.  Kostza,  it  ap- 
pear s,  hatl  taken  the  preliminary  steps 
to  hecome  an  American  citizen,  but  was 
seized  by  the  Austriaji  consul-general 
at  Smyrna,  as  a  refugee.  Urn  releiiae 
was  demanded  by  our  consul,  and  Cap- 
tain Ingraham  threatened,  iJiat  unless 
he  were  givoi  up,  he  ehonld  fire  into 
the  Austrian  brig  where  Koetw  was 
confined.  Mr.  Marcy,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
Qnlaemann's  note,  demanding  aaUs&o* 


tion  for  the  outrage  on  Austria,  entered 
fully  into  the  question,  set  forth  the' 
gronnds  on  which  the  United  States 
government  is  prepared  to  act  in  all 
similar  cases,  demonstrated  that  Aus- 
tiia  had  no  cause  of  complaint,  and 
justified  the  course  of  Captain  Ingram 
ham  as  eminently  proper  nnder  t&> 
eamstanoes.  Tlie  le^y  of  Mr.  Mfovy 
was  considered  oondLnsive,  and  was  r^* 
ceiled  every  whep^  with  approbataon. 

On  Monday,  the  5th  of  December, 
the  thirty-third  Congress  commenced 
its  fii-st  BGssion.  Senator  Atdiison 
toolc  his  seat  a^i  j>residin«»'  officer  in  the 
Senate;  and  the  Hon.  Linn  Boyd,  of 
Kentucky,  was  chosen  speaker  of  the 
House.  The  presidents  message  was 
sent  in  the  next  day,  and  was 
read  to  both  Houses.  It  was 
an  elaborate  production,  and  was  foil 
of  matter  for  the  connderation  of  the 
national  legislature.  The  foreign  rela- 
tions of  the  United  States  were  fully 
considered ;  snch  n^^,  the  position  of 
questions  yet  unsettled  with  Great  Brit- 
ain ;  the  state  of  our  alTairs  as  respected 
Cuba  and  Spain;  the  case  of  Kostza 
and  the  conduct  of  our  officers  abroad 
in  regard  to  that  individual;  the  dis- 
pute with  Mexico  as  to  the  boimdaiy 
lino;  the  various  matters  in  progress 
wiUi  otiier  South  American  states ;  etc 
The  president  also  spoke  of  the  efforts 
making  by  our  commissioner  to  China 
to  advance  American  interests,  and  gave 
intelligence  of  the  arrival  of  Commo- 
dore Perry  in  Japan,  without  being 
able  to  state  any  parHenlar  results  yet 
airired  at 

The  pre^clent^s  view  of  domestic  mat> 
ters  was,  on  the  whole,  very  ehearmg, 
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and  lie  was  of  opinion,  that  tlie  grayer 
oontrovenies  as  well  as  their  causes 
were  passing  away*   In  regard  to  the 

finances,  it  was  stated,  that  the  halancc 
in  the  trejisury,  June  30th,  1853,  was, 
$14,(532, 1 30.  The  amount  received  dur- 
ing the  year  was,  ^tUjoiiTjit-i;  uinouut 
expended,  $43,554,262 ;  leaving  a  bal- 
ance of  $32,425,447  of  receipts  abo^e 
expmditiirea.  Since  the  4th  of  Marehf 
there  had  been  paid  on  the  public  deb^ 
$12,703,329,  lea^  unpaid,  $56,486,- 
708.  Beside  recommending  a  reduc- 
tion of  the  tarifl^  Mr.  Pierce  took  np 
tlio  suLject  of  internal  improvements, 
and  gave  his  views  upon  the  matter, 
which  were  substantiaily  in  accordance 
with  those  entertaaned  by  the  leading 
men  in  the  democratic  ranlGB.  Beferring 
to  the  compromise  measures  of  1850,  as 
having  set  at  rest  many  litigated  ques- 
tions, and  giving  some  good  advice  as 
to  cultivating  a  fraternal  spirit  among 
the  people,  and  practicing  rigid  econ- 
omy and  frngalityin  the  adminlfltration 
of  public  aH'airs,  the  })rcsident  closed  his 
message  with  announcing  the  death  of 
the  Tiee-preffldettt  on  the  18th  of  the 
preceding  ApriL 

The  reports  of  the  heads  of  the  var 
rioua  departments  were  transmitted  with 
the  message,  and  were  full  of  valaable 
information  in  regard  to  the  treasury, 
the  navy,  the  army,  the  postofiio^  etc. 

*  "Mr.  Pioroc,"  eays  Senator  Benton,  "fi>und  the 
country  in  Am  most  happy  and  tranquil  State;  peace 
ar.'l  pra^jierity  at  hnmc.  an  l  aVirrad,  and  slavery  agita- 
tion UoM-dead,  F«Iicit«ting  bimsclf  upcm  this  de- 
lightrol  riitB  of  010  oountiy,  he  made  It  s  tq>1c  of  iuv> 
tional  congratuluiion  in  his  first  ;i:ui\i;il  message,  am\ 
dlkliMl  upoa  Uie  happy  au.<:pice8  which  saluted  bit 
•dmlniatnttiiOB.*'— Sec  Appcodix  to  BtoWa 
imfiwtjni  «f  a«  Dni  &tU  €m,^  "f.  166^ 


Many  and  important  suggestions  were 
made  by  the  several  secretaries  for  the 

consideration  of  Congress. 

The  principal  work  of  the  session 
may  bo  stimmed  \\\\  in  brief  space,  ao 
far  aH  our  present  purpose  is  coucern- 
ed.*  At  the>%beginning  of  the  year 
1854,  Mr.  Douglas,  in  the  Senate,  frcm. 
the  committee  on  territories,  reported 
a  lull  for  the  tmtorial  government  of 
Nebraska,  in  one  section  of  which  it 
was  provided,  that  whenever  the  said 
territory  should  be  admitted  into  the 
Union  a.^  a  state  or  states,  it  should  be 
with  or  without  slavery,  as  the 
constitution  at  the  time  of  ad- 
mission may  prescribe.  Another  sec- 
tion extended  the  provisions  of  the 
existing  laws  for  the  surrender  of  fugi- 
tive slaves  over  the  territory.  Towards 
the  close  of  tiie  month,  the  same  Senar 
tor  reported  a  snbstitnte  for  the  bill, 
providing  for  the  establishment  of  two 
territories,  one  t<^  be  called  Nebraska 
and  the  other  Kansas,  and  extending 
over  both  the  Constitution,  and  all  laws 
of  the  United  States,  except  the  eighth 
section  of  the  act  for  the  admission  of 
IfisBonri  into  the  Union,  passed  in  1820, 
which  section  was  dedared  to  have  been 
"supersede  by  the  principles  of  the 
legislation  <tf  1850,  commonly  called 
the  compromise  measures,"  and  was  con- 
scqnentlv  iiiopcrative. 

An  animated  debate,  as  a  matter  of 
course  sprang  up  upon  the  old  question 
of  slavery  e2dxinsion  and  limits,  and  the 


*  Aocording  to  the  mnrep^ieni  of  tiie  dar,  there 
were  in  the  Stnaii-,  tliirty-fivo  democrats  and  twenty- 
two  whig^,  with  Uto  \'acauck!8.  The  House  waA  cou*. 
posed  «f  one  liuiidnd  and  flify^dn  demoeariii^  wteii^* 
ont        and  Ibor  lle«»«)a«nL 
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vaikyoB  memhetB  of  ike  Senaie  arrayed 
themselves  on  that  side  of  the  question 
wHeh.  iJieir  convictions  or  their  inter- 
ests seemed  to  dictate.  On  the  7th  of 
FeLruary,  Mr.Dotiglas  moved  the  strik- 
ing out  the  amendment  he  had  before 
repoi-ted,  and  substituting  a  clause  in- 
stead, declaring  that  the  Missouri  com- 
promise act  'bong  ''inoooaiBte&t  with 
the  principles  of  non-intraroitioii  hy 
Goo^esB  ivith  Blavay  in  the  states  and 
territories  as  recognized  hy  the  legtslar 
tion  of  X%50j  commonly  called  the  com- 
proml'^e  measures,  is  hereby  declared 
inoperative  and  void,  it  being  the  true 
interest  and  meaning  of  this  act,  not  to 
legislate  slavery  into  any  territory  or 
state,  nor  to  exclude  it  therefrom,  but 
to;  knve  ihe  people  thereof  peifeetly 
firee  to  fonn  and  TegdHaid  their  domes- 
tic institutions  in  their  own  way,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States."  In  favor  of  the  biU, 
Messrs.  Dixon,  Badger,  Pettit,  Butler, 
Cns3,  Norris,  and  othera,  urged  the  ar- 
guments which  appeared  to  tliem  to 
demand  the  action  proposed ;  while  in 
oppositimi  to  it,  Uessrs.  Everett,  Wade, 
Houston,  Sumner,  Seward,  Bell,  and 
otbers,  gave  expression  to  the  earnest 
convictions  on  their  minda  of  the  nn- 
faimess  and  impropriety  of  the  course 
marked  out  by  Mr.  Douglas,  especially 
urging  that  the  repeal  of  tlic  Missouri 
■  compromise  would  be  a  br<;ach  of  faith 
on  the  part  of  the  southern  states.  On 
the  1-ith  of  Ftsbiuary,  however,  the 
amendment  off««d  by  Mr.  Douglas, 
which  declared  the  Missouri  compro- 
mise inoperative  and  void,  was  adopted 
hy  a  vote  of  thirty-five  to  nine.  The 
discussion  continued  to  be  carried  on 
Vol.  III.— W 


vigorously  during  the  rest  of  the  month; 

numerous  amendments  were  ofifored, 
one  of  which,  excluding  aliens  from 
voting,  was  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of 
twenty-two  to  twenty ;  and  on  the  3d  ' 
of  March,  after  a  considerable  amount 
of  speechifying  and  personal  bickerings,  ' 
the  bill  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  thirty-  ! 
seven  to  fonrteeo. 

On  the  last  day  of  January,  a  hill  for 
orgamding  the  territories  of  Nebraska 
and  Kansas,  sinular  to  the  one  before 
the  Senate,  was  reported  to  the  House, 
and  gave  rise  to  some  debate,  but  with- 
out any  action  at  the  time.  About  the 
middle  of  March,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Cutting,  of  New  York,  the  Nebriwka 
bill  was  taken  up,  and  after  some  warm 
oppositbn  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  whole  by  a 
small  majority.  But  little  further  at- 
tention was  given  to  it  for  n  month  snb> 
sequently;  button  the  25th  of  April, 
Mr.  Benton,  who,  since  leaving  tlie  Sen- 
ate, had  entered  the  House  as  a  Kepre- 
sentative  from  Missouri,  delivered  an 
energetic  speech  against  the  bill.  Pi*o- 
testing,  in  no  measured  terms,  against 
the  practice  of  brining  up  in  the  legis- 
lature the  opinions  of  the  presid^t^  and 
denouncing  vehemently  tiie  newqpapen 
employed  to  do  the  public  printing,  for 
daring  to  dictate  to  Congr^  the  vet- 
eran statesman  went  on  to  resist  the 
j)roposition  to  repeal  tlie  Missouri  com- 
])romL3e,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  one" 
of  the  three  great  measures  })y  wliieh 
the  Union  had  been  formed  and  its  har- 
mony preserved — ^the  first  being  the 
ordinance  of  1787,  and  the  second  the 
Federal  Oonstitntkm*  Ifr.  Benton  said, 
he  came  into  public  life  on  the  Ifiasouri 
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eominomiee,  and  lie  intended  always  to 
stand  npon  it»  even  if  he  should  stand 
alone.  It  partook  of  the  nature  of  a 

contract,  and  could  not  be  repealed  now 
without  a  \nolation  of  good  fuith.  It 
had  given  peace  and  harmony  to  the 
country,  and  its  repeal  would  inevitably 
involve  us  in  useless  and  niiscliievons 
agitations.  Not  a  petition  for  its  re- 
peal had  come  into  CiongraHS  from  any 
quarts.  The  skre  states  had  nothing 
to  gain  by  passing  H;  the  pretenee  that 
it  was  necessary  in  order  to  cany  out 
the  principle  of  non-intefrentiicni,  was 
utterly  fallacions;  and  on  every  account 
the  bill  ouglit  not  to  l)e  suffered  to 
pass.  Eaiiy  in  ^lay,  the  bill  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  the  whole, 
and  by  a  vote  took  precedence  of 
all  other  business.  Amendment  after 
amendment  wss  ofiEbored;  interminable 
disenssions  and  disputes  took  pUde; 
1  the  bill  was  reported  again  and  agun 
to  the  House,  and  again  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole ;  all  sorts  of  en- 
gineering processes  were  put  into  oper- 
ation ;  and  finally,  on  the  22d  of  May, 
the  bill,  as  passed  by  the  Senate,  avius 
adopted  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and 
fhirteeen  to  one  hundred,  the  clause 
ezduding  aliens  from  Yoting  being 
omitted.  A  few  days  afitenraFds,  the 
Senate  took  up  the  bill,  as  amended, 
and  after  considerable  debate,  it  was 
agreed  to,  and  passed  by  a  vote  of 
thirty-five  to  thirteen.* 

Early  in  the  year,  a  treaty  was  con- 
cluded with  Mexico  by  General  Gads- 


•  A  letter  from  ex-«emtor  Olemens,  of  Akb&ma, 

Tindicatiiif,'  his  courbo  in  oppo.siLion  to  the  Nebraska 
tnll,  was  published,  and  excited  coils  tdirablu  aUeotioa. 
He  pKn  U  ae  Us  opinion,  that  the  passage  of  HoSb  InQ 


den,  and  sent  to  the  Senate  for  oonfiim* 
ation.  It  there  underwent  important 

modifications,  and  was  finally 
arranged  to  the  satisfaction  d;  ***** 
the  respective  governments.  A  part 
of  the  first  article,  respecting  the  limits 
between  the  two  republics  was  as  fol- 
lows: "  l^eginiiinc^  in  the  Gulf  of  Mex- 
ico, three  leagues  from  laud,  opposite 
the  monlh  of  the  Bio  Grande,  as  pro 
vided  in  the  lifUi  article  of  the  treaty 
of  Gnadalnpe-Hidalgo  (p.  468) ;  fboos^ 
as  defined  in  the  said  article,  np  the 
middle  of  that  river,  to  the  y>oint 
where  the  parallel  of  31'  47'  north 
latitude  crosses  the  same;  thence  due 
west  one  hundred  miles;  thence  south 
to  the  parallel  of  {iV  20'  north  latitude ; 
thence  along  the  said  parallel  of  31''  20' 
to  the  111th  meri^an  of  longitude 
west  <tf  Greenwidi ;  thence  in  a  straight 
line  to  a  pomt  on  the  Cobrado  Biver 
twenty  English  miles  bdow  die  junction 
of  the  Gila  and  Colorado  Rivei-s ;  thence 
up  the  middle  of  the  said  Iliver  Colorado, 
until  it  int<'T'-!eets  the  present  line  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Mexico.'" 
In  consideration  of  being  released  from 
the  obligation  to  protect  the  Mexican 
frontier  against  the  Indians  (see  ]).  1G5) 
and  as  oompensadon  ibr  the  territoiy 
ceded  by  Hezico,  the  ITnited  States 
agreed  to  pay  $10,000,000.  The  grant 
for  a  railroad  route  across  the  Isthmus 
of  Telmantepec  was  exprf^^ly  confirm- 
ed, and  various  other  privileges  were 
secured  to  our  countrymen.  A  good 
deal  of  debate  was  hud  upon  this  treaty; 


wotdd  end  in  dedM  uMtnite  mjuiy  to  fbe  wntli; 

that  tlio  compromise  of  1S.50  Jiil  not  repeal  thst  ot 
1820 ;  and  that  by  this  course  of  conduct  the  Booth 
ms  faiTolTed  In  a  flagnot  biwdi  oTtiitfL 
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bnt  finally,  near  the  end  of  the  session, 
the  House,  by  a  vote  of  one  hondred 
and  two  to  sixty-three,  and  the  Sooate, 

by  a  xote  of  tliu-ty-four  to  six,  pa«8ed 
the  uirtkiiig  the  appropriation  of 
$10,000,000  ibr  carrying  the  treaty  into 
effect.* 

Other  topics  of  interest,  to  which  we 
can  now  only  allude^  were— the  maimer 
in  irhich  the  steamer  Blade  Warrior 
was  Seated  by  the  Gaban  offidails,  and 
the  spiiit  roased  by  it  in  the  United 
States;  the  discussion  npon  building  six 
firstclass  steam  frigates,  and  tlie  final 
passage  of  the  bill  by  a  large 
vote;  the  president's  veto  of 
the  bill  appropriating  ten  millions  of 
acred  of  pubhc  luud^  to  the  several 
states  for  ihe  relief  aS  the  indigent  in- 
sane within  their  limits;  the  hdding  a 
eonvention  at  Gharleston,  in  Apri],  to 
consider  how  best  to  set  forward  the 
interests  of  the  Boutbem  states;  the 
various  inklings  and  movements  to- 
wards annexing  the  Sni'ln'ich  I?lands; 
the  issuing  of  a  proclamation  by  the 
president,  on  the  31st  of  May,  denounc- 
ing the  fihbu^tering  attempts  again 
abont  to  be  made  npon  Cuba ;  etc  A 
considerable  amomit  of  pnblic  bnsiness 
was  left  mi&tished,  and  Congress  ad-, 
joumed  on  the  7th  of  August. 

Commodore  M.  C.  Perry,  who  had 
urged  upon  the  government  the  im- 
portance <^  effecting  a  treaty  with 


*  At  tho  close  of  1836,  the  inbabitante  of  tho  newly 
acquired  territory,  sent  s  delate  to  Washington,  re- 
questing that  ibSa  {MUiioii  of  Neir  Uwdoa  might  be 
erected  into  a  territory,  under  the  namo  of  Arizomia. 
Tho  committcfl  of  tho  House  reported  adversely  to 
tbeir  petition,  mainly  on  aooouat  ct  the  paucity  the 


Japan,  ancceeded,  after  many  and  yeib^ 
atious  delays,  in  getting  an  expedition 
for  this  important  object  under  way. 

He  sailed  from  Now  York  on  the  54th 
of  November,  1852,  in  the  steamer 
Mississippi,  other  vessels  in  the  East 
being  ordered  to  join  him.  The  Cape 
of  Good  Hope  was  doubled  during  tho 
latter  part  of  Febmary,  1858 ;  Binga- 
pore  was  reached  gd.  the  35th  of  March; 
and  Shanghai  on  the  4th  of  May.  Here 
the  commodore  transferred  his  flag  to 
the  Sasqndianna,  and  had  now  a  fleet 
of  four  veaselq,  with  two  otliem  to  join 
him  soon  after.  The  Lew-Chew  Isliinds 
were  visited,  and  early  in  July,  Commo* 
dore  Perry  directed  his  course  to  Japan. 
On  the  V th  of  July,  he  reached  the  Bay 
of  Yedo^  and  cansed  no  little  sorpnse 
and  a])pr€hendon  by  steaming  directly 
into  tiie  bay,  and  inaistbg  npon  carry- 
ing out  the  measures  for  which  he  had 
come  so  far.  By  his  judicious  firmnesS) 
the  commodore  succeeded  in  accom- 
plishing the  object  of  his  mission ;  the 
letter  of  the  president  to  the  emperor 
was  delivered;  nprr<)tiations  were  en- 
tered into;  and  fin;illy,  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1854,  a  treaty  was  agreed  upon 
and  signed.  Commodore  Perry  re» 
tnined  home,  reaching  New  York  early 
in  1855,  and  the  treaty  with  Japan  was 
dnly  ratified  by  the  Senate.* 


*  For  a  full  axid  very  interesting  aooount  of  tho  whole 
voyage  and  its  TalmUe  results,  see  the  "IfamUite  of 

the  Eipedilion  of  an  American  Sijuadro-%  to  tht 
China  Se<u  ami  .Lipftn,  1852-1S."4."  By  Gonucodore 
M.  C.  Perry,  U.  S.  N.  New  York,  1857,  pp.  624 
This  attnettve  TAtmne  was  arranged  and  prepared 
from  tlio  docnmrats,  joumak,  etc,  ih'-  n-qnfst  of 
Commodore  Perry,  by  tie  Bor.  F.  L.  iia^ks,  i>.  !>., 
cTHnrTiak. 
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Daring  the  gmniner  and  aatnmn,  po- 
litical oanToniioDB  were  held  in  YariovB 

parts  of  tlie  countn ,  and  tiie  usual  eloc- 
tiona  excited  active  interest.  The  dia* 
cnsslons  and  ponti-ariety  of  opinions  on 
the  snhject  of  the  Missouii  coniproiniso 
repeal,  and  the  pa^^sage  of  the  bill  re- 
,  i  specting  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  seemed 
to  indicate  changes  about  to  take  pUcc 
in  some  of  tbe  old  party  lines  and  ooin^ 
binaticHia;  and  from  tUs  datoi  we  may 
note  the  inerease  of  a  dlBposition  on 
the  part  of  a  portion  of  onr  conntry- 
men  to  form  a  native  American  party, 
as  opposed  to  aliens,  and  especially  7l<> 
man  Catholic  Irish  and  German  natur- 
alizod  citizens.  WIk  ther  anything  wm 
to  grow  out  of  the  "Know  Nothing" 
morements  and  operations,  was  not 
easy,  perhaps  not  possible,  to  predict ; 
bu^  in  the  o|Kmon  of  many,  there  are 
grave  and  Beriona  qnestbna  yet  to  be 
aettled,  as  to  the  respeedve  rights  and 
privileges  of  native  bom  and  adopted 
citizens  of  the  United  States, 

The  second  and  short  session  of  the 
tlyrty-third  Congress  commenced  on 
the  4th  of  December,  and  President 
Pierce  sent  in  liis  message  on  the  same 
day.  It  contained  the  nanal  aommary 
of  the  atate  of  foreign  and  domcBtic 
a&irS)  and  made  a  nnmber  of 
suggestions  on  various  points  of 
interest  and  importance  for  the  con- 
eideratlon  of  Congress.  Tlie  balance 
in  the  trejisury,  June  30th,  was  $21,942,- 
899;  amount  received,  $73,549,705; 
making  the  total  available  resources, 
nearly  $95,500,000.  The  expenditures 
of  the  year  were,  $51,018,249;  pay- 
ments on  the  public  debt^  $34,336,380 ; 
leaving  a  balance  in  the  treasury  of 


$20,187,967.  The  poblic  debt  remain* 
ing  nnpaid  was,  nearly,  $45,000,000, 
redeemable  at  different  periods  within 
fbnrfieen  years.    The  reports  of  the 

various  heads  of  the  departments,  and 
other  documents,  accompanying:  the 
president's  messaj^e,  ^vel•e  elaborate  pa- 
per's containing  full  statements  on  all 
the  points  necessary  to  guide  Congress 
in  carrying  forwaid  wise,  appropriate, 
and  economical  legation. 

At  tiie  .beginning  of  the  year  1855^ 
President  Pierce  sent  in  a  message,  in 
which  he  presented  an  elaborate  argu- 
ment against  the  jiolicy  of  internal  ini- 
prnvcinents  to  be  carried  on  by  the 
general  government,  and  in  which  he 
ilso  vindicated  his  action  in  having 
vetoed  the  bill  for  this  purpose,  passed 
at-  the  last  ^essbn.  Ihe  merits  of  this 
whole  sabjeist  have  already  been  pretty 
fixlly  set  foortii  on  pravions  pages  of  our 
history;  hence  we  need  not  go  over  the 
ground  again  in  this  place.  President 
Pierce  certainly  added  nothing  of  mo 
ment  to  the  settlement  of  the  question, 
which  is  an  open  one  uinong  Ameri- 
cans, and  which,  we  may  Bay,  always 
will  be  open  to  difference  of  sentiment, 

Genertd  CSass,  a  &w  days  later,  made 
a  speech  on  the  subject  of  obeying  tiie 
instructions  of  the  l^|idatore  of  his 
state;  the  substance  of  which  seemed 
to  be  that,  a?  the  legislature  was  of  dif- 
ferent j)olitical  views  from  his  own,  he 
could  not  conscientiously  obey  their  in- 
stnictions ;  if  they  agreed  with 
him,  as  was  the  case  when  he 
came  into  the  Senate,  he  was  ready  to 
obey  thor  directions^  but  in  the  presNit 
instance  he  felt  bound  to  decline.  So 
the  general  refused  to  do  as  he  was 
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tdd,  viz.,  to  endeavor  to  procnre  the  pas- 
sage of  a  law  proliibltbg  slavery  from 
the  territories  of  Kan?ag  and  Nebraslca. 

Tlic  emigrating  expedition  under 
Colonel  Kimiey  attracted  considerable 
attention  at  this  date.  It  appears,  that 
the  intention  of  ihe  colonel  and  his 
company  was,  to  eolonua  and  aettle 
certain  portiona  ol  the  tenitozy  on  the 
Mosquito  eoasty  imder.  a  giant  wbieh,  it 
was  alleged,  had  been  made  to  Shep- 
pard  and  Haly,  two  British  subject^i,  b y 
the  late  king  of  the  ^Jfosquito  country. 
The  government  of  Nicaragua  protested 
against  this  e^edition,  as  an  invasion 
of  its  tt^rj-itorv :  to  which  Mr,  Marcy 
replied,  that  bo  fur  as  he  could  learn, 
there  was  no  intention  to  do  otherwise 
than  peacefbllj  eottle  ufoa  and  isur 
ptoTQ  tiie  lands  to  which  the  oompany 
were  abont  to  })rocecd.  The  ITicanip 
gnan  minister,  Mr.  Marcoleta,  addressed 
the  secretary  of  state  a  long,  nrgument- 
ative  letter,  urging  upon  the  United 
States  not  to  allow  any  movements 
which  should  favor  British  pretensions 
on  the  Mosquito  coast^  or  eucouiage 
the  invBtton  of  the  rights  of  Kearagu^i. 
Colonel  Kinney  pushed  forward  his 
movonentSi  and  about  the  middle  of 
July,  reached  San  Jnan  del  Norte,  after 
experiencing  trials  of  shipwreck  and 
delay.  Sanguine  of  success  in  ol)taIn- 
ing  and  holding  possession  of  the  Shep- 
pard  grant  of  thirty-five  millions  of 
acres  of  land  on  the  Mosquito  coast, 
every  step  to  this  end  was  taken  with 
promptitude.  Early  in  September,  a 
public  meetiiig  was  held,  Colonel  Eiin- 
ney  was  elected  dvH  and  military 
governor,  and  a  council  of  five  ap- 
pointed to  aid  him  in  the  dischaige 


of  his  duties.  Daring  ihe  antomn  and 
winter,  the  colony  seemed  to  be  ad- 

vaneing  in  prosperity,  and  a  number 
of  emigrants  from  the  United  States 
cast  in  tlieir  'lf>t  with  those  already 
on  the  ground.  The  government  of 
Nicaragua,  however,  early  in  1856,  an- 
noimced  its  daim  to  ihe  Mosquito  ter- 
ritory, refionng  to  recognize  the  vaBdity 
of  the  land  didms  of  Colonel  Einney* 

A  bill  having  pa^ed  both  Houses, 
authorizing  the  establishment  of  a  com- 
mission to  investigate  and  pay  the  losses 
sustained  by  American  citizens  from 
French  spoliations  on  American  com- 
merce, the  president,  on  the  17th  of 
February,  sent  in  another  veto  message. 
An  attempt  waa  made  to  pass  the  bill 
in  spite  <^  the  veto,  but  it  failed  of 
obtaining  a  two4hirds  vote.  Anotl^er 
bil],  increasing  the  annual  approprifr 
tion  to  the  Collins  line  of  steamers  from 
$385,000  to  $850,000,  for  mail 
service,  was  passed  by  both  the 
House  and  the  Senate  by  a  rather  clt»e 
vote.  On  the  3d  of  March,  President 
Tierce  vetoed  this  bill  likewise,  and 
gave  yazwns  cogent  reasana  for  his 
refbaal  to  ugn  it  On  moticni  of  Mr. 
Seward,  in  the  Senate,  the  bill  just 
vetoed  waa  added  to  the  naval  appro- 
priation bill,  omitting  the  repeal  of 
that  clause  in  the  existing  contract, 
which  gives  Congress  the  right  to  dis- 
continue the  extra  allowance  on  giving 
six  month's  notice.  This  amendment 
was  unanimously  agreed  to  by  the 
Senate,  and  the  Honse^  finding  tiiat  h 
could  not  obtiun  a  two-thirds  vote  in 
fevor  of  the  bill,  agreed  to  pass  it  aa 
receivc  l  fr^  an  the  Senate.  Thu  ,Wn8 
done,  and  the  bill  thus  becune  a  law. 
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Yaiions  oiber  bills  made  snccesBM 
progress  through  the  two  Houses.  A 
retired  list  for  the  navy  was  provided ; 
$7,750,000  were  appropriated  to  meet 
the  claims  of  the  cretlltors  of  Texas 
who  may  hold  bonds  for  the  payuueut 
of  which  ihe  revenues  <^  die  (Meirare 
pledged;  a  bill  to  protect  emigrant 
paBBengesB  was  adopted;  $25,000  were 
appropriated  fbr  Bfatoaiyto  be  executed 
by  Hiram  Powoe;  etc.   A  joint  reso 

isss.  ^'^^^^^  approved  on  the  15th  of 
Febniary,  authorized  the  presi- 
dent to  confer  tlio  title  of  lieutenant- 
general  by  brevet,  in  a  single  instance, 
for  eniincjit  services.  General  Scott 
was  the  redpient  of  this  well-merited 
and  dislangnished  honor* 

Just  at  die  dose  of  the  session  Presi- 
dent Picree  communicated  to  Congrees 
a  Tolominons  collection  of  diplomatic 
correspondence  respecting  the  Ostend 
Conference,  held  in  October  of  the  pre- 
ceding year.  The  substMTw*  r,f  this 
meeting  of  the  American  lniili^u•J•s  to 
England,  France,  and  Spain,  at  the  city 
of  Ostend,  may  be  bri^y  aumqied  up. 
The  point  of  it  consisted  in  the  valne 
of  Cabato  the  United  Ststss,  the  ahnost 
necessity  of  getting  posseaiion  of  it,  the 
taking  measures  to  this  end  openly  and 
fairly,  the  offering  Spain  $120,000,000 
for  the  island,  etc    Eraoklia  Pierce 

*  Dttring  i3»  moBllia  of  Jamaiy,  t^brtary,  and 

Marcb,  1854,  the  Darien  exploring  expedition,  COD- 
Bsting  of  twcn^-seTcn  men,  under  oomnumd  of  Lieut 
Uue  Btanb  «f  the  luiTy,  altaBipted  to  Moertubi  0w 
practicability  of  a  ra  itc  for  a  ship  canal  across  tho 
iBthmua.  It  was  Attended  with  dangers^  md  difficul- 
ta,  Mid  inflbringB,  almost  passing  bdicC  ForftToy 
IntercsCiiig  .-vrfick',  pn-paml  from  ihi- journal  of  Lieut 
Strain  and  from  oUicr  souioes,  bj  Mr.  J.  X.  HeadlcrjTt 
Md  MHarpar^i  UaguiDtf'  4hr  lSt»  mondn  of  Mvch, 
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hesitating  about  following  the  course 
suggested  by  the  minister  to  Spain,  Ikir, 
Soule,  on  the  iTth  of  December,  IS.H, 
sent  li  letter  resigning  his  po?t,  under 
the  impression  that,  unle.ss  his  pinna 
were  to  be  cairied  out,  he  wm  of  no 
fnrtksr  use  in  Spain.  On  the  dd  of 
Maidh,  the  thirt^ihiid  Congress  dosed 
its  labotSy  and  tiie  membeis  dispersed 
to  their  several  homes  and  smnmer  o&> 
cupations.* 

In  various  portions  of  the  country, 
the  elections  of  the  present  season  in- 
dicated the  progress  of  the  "Ameri- 
can" pai-ty,  and  to  a  large  extent  they 
were  certainly  unfavorable  to  Pierce's 
administration.  Feelings  of 
mntoal  dislike  seemed  to  be 
growing  in  the  oommnnity  between 
"natives"  and  foreigners,'*  and  riots 
aud  disturbances  occnrred  here  and 
there,  indicating  a  very  unhealthy  state 
of  a  considerable  part  of  the  public 
mind  on  this  topic.  As  we  have  hinted 
on  a  previous  page  (p.  608)  tlie  final  ! 
settlement  of  so  difficult  and  perplex- 
ing a  dispute  as  this  which  has  sprung 
up  among  us,  in  regard  to  native  bom 
and  nataralized  citizens,  is  yet  In  the 
future,  and  very  naturaUy  eanses  anz^ 
ety  to  those  wlio  desire  peace  and  con- 
cord to  prevail  throughout  our  beloved 
country.  It  also  deserves  to  be  noted, 

*  FnaSdcntPSvoevititedtlM'WbiteSidphmrflirliiBa, 

in  Virginia,  on  the  21st  of  August  ^^Ii'tc  he  waa 
reoeiTed  by  a  committee,  at  the  bead  of  wbich  wm 
«ziNC8idmt  Tyler,  who  addraaed  fba  pnaidieD^ 
wclcoining  liim  to  the  state,  and  congratulating  l;tm 
on  tho  prosperous  condition  of  the  country.  The 
presidenl;  In  fvplj,  eompUmaDted  Mr.  Tyler  Ibr  arbat 
be  had  doriL'  whik-  in  ilic  I'xtrutivc  cluiir,  .inJ  tnado 
some  seasonable  remarks  on  tlie  dangers  tbnaitcning 
tiba  peioa  of  Am  coniitry,  aapecially  in  the  growing 
apiiit  nf  radBtaDoa  to  Immt  and  oid(R 
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that  there  "^as  n  strong  disposition  in 
Bcveral  quarters  to  organize  a  new  po- 
litical party,  upon  the  principle  of  re- 
storing the  Missouri  comproinise,  and 
resisting  what  the  narthem  stattfi  held 
to  be  the  aggressioiis  of  the  alavehold- 
ing  aeotkoB  of  the  UbioD.  The  whig% 
it  was  said,  &vored  this  movement  to 
a  considerable  extent. 

The  legislature  of  New  York,  earn- 
estly (le'airous  to  place  an  cffcctnal  bar- 
rier agiviast  the  fm-ther  progress  of 
iuteuiperance,  pauperism  and  crime, 
passed,  at  itd  present  session,  a  very 
stringent  law  on  the  sobject  of 
*****  selling  int(KdiOaling  liqnoM.  A 
long  and  animated  debate  was  had  m 
the  legislature,  and  the  whole  subject, 
in  all  its  details,  was  thoroughly  dis- 
cussed, the  intention  being  to  put  a  stop 
to  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  for  any  pur- 
poses except  medicinal  or  other  legiti- 
mate ends.  Penalties  of  a  severe  kind 
were  incurred  by  violations  of  the  law, 
which  was  to  go  into  eflEect  on  the  4ih 
of  July.  Conadeiing  the  good  intent 
of  the  legislatiire^  and  the  importance  of 
vigorous  action  to  restrain  the  tKnpters 
to  pauperism  and  crime,  who  expose 
for  sale  intoxicating  drinks,  and  urge 
forward  to  speedy  ruin  thousands  upon 
thousands  every  year ;  cousideriiifr  how 
hundreds  of  families  are  reduced  to 
beggary  and  destitution,  how  many 
murders  are  committed,  how  large  a 
portion  of  the  oommmiity  are  degraded 
by  drink,  phyaicaitly,  ToanSijt  socially ; 
we  may,  without  impropriety,  express 
here  deep  regret^  that  this  effort  to 
break  down  a  monster  evil  has  failed 
almost  entirely.  Tlie  law,  fnr  as  the 
city  of  Kew  York  is  concerned,  was 


never  carried  out,  and  probably  wbilo 
things  exist  as  they  were  mmv  yoai-s 
ago,  and  are  now  (in  180.')),  snch  a  lavv- 
it  will  be  found  impossible  to  execute 
in  the  metropoEs  of  the  United  States. 
It  is  a  grave  que^ion,  a  very  grave 
qnestbn,  what  shall  be  donet  and  we 
ventniB  to  sobmit  it  to  the  reader  as 
one  in  which  he  has  a  vital  interest, 
both  as  a  philantiuopist^  a  patriot^  and 
a  Christian. 

In  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  the 
president  gave  notice  to  the  Danish 
government,  in  respect  to  the 
dues  levied  on  all  Ysssels  pass- 
ing the  Somd,  ihst  the  trealy  of  com- 
meroe  which  reoogniaed  the  right  to 
levy  these  dues,  would  be  terminated 
at  the  expiration  of  a  year ;  and  also, 
that  the  right  would  no  longer  be  r^ 
cc^^nized  by  the  Uriit^Nl  States.  The 
Danish  govemmcnt,  in  reply  to  this 
notification,  complained  that  so  sodden 
u  notice  should  be  given,  and  that  the 
teiminatioai  of  the  treaty  would  take 
away  the  revenues  of  which,  in  the 
present  o(mdition  of  Europe  Denmark 
professed  to  totA.  gteatly  in  need. 

On  a  previoDS  page  (p.  490)  we  have 
spoken  of  the  expedition  undertaken 
for  the  purpose  of  searching  for  Sir 
John  Franklin  and  his  niksing  com- 
pany. Dr.  Kane,  who  had  gone  with 
the  first  expedition,  and  who  was  loth 
to  believe  that  iVanklin  and  all  his 
men  had  periahed,  was  placed,  throngh 
the  fiheialily  of  Mr.  GrioneU  and  the 
tKfor  of  the  government,  in  •command 
of  aseoond  expedition  to  proceed  npon 
the  same  almost  hopeless  search.  On 
the  .'^nth  of  May,  1853,  Dr.  Kane,  with 
seventeen  hardy  ond  brave  men  nndpr 


Digitized  by  Go 


612 


FRANKLIN  PIERCE'S  ADHINIERrBATION. 


[Bb.  vn. 


his  command,  sailed  from  New  York 
in  the  Advance,  a  strongly  built  her- 
•fliaphrodite  brig  of  144  tons  burden, 
and  well  provided  with  every  thing 
which  experience  or  judgm^t  ooald 
Bnggest.  Oil  the  10th  of  September 
ihey  were  firoien  in  on  the  coast  ci 
Greenlan  1,  it  the  most  noiUierly  point 
ever  reached.  Here  the  party  paaaed 
their  first  Arctic  winter.  The  followinsr 
Buramer  was  spent  in  exploriug  in  every 
direction  that  was  practica]:»le,  in  en- 
deavors to  ascertain  something  through 
the  Esc[uimaux,  in  hunting,  etc.  The 
second  winter,  that  of  185i-4>5,  was 
intensely  seTere  and  trying,  and  th^ 
stock  of  fiid  became  qnite  ex* 
hansted.  The  search  having 
been  prosecuted  two  years,  with  no 
result,  and  Br.  Kane  deeming  it  im- 
possible to  spend  a  third  winter  amid 
the  ice,  the  Advance  was  reluctantly 
abandoned,  on  the  20th  of  May,  1855. 
"With  sledges  and  in  open  boat^,  tiiia 
brave  party  set  ont  on  iheb  retnm 
home;  and  having  gone  thnfttgh  suf- 
ferings of  the  most  bitter  and  severe 
character,  th^  reached  the  Banish  set- 
tlements at  Upemavik  at  the  begin- 
ning of  August,  completely  worn  down 
with  a  journey  of  one  thousand  three 
hundred  miles  in  eighty-one  days.  Ap- 
prehensions had  some  time  previously 
begun  to  be  entertained  respecting  the 
fate  of  Dr.  Kane  and  his  party ;  and 
acting  upon  these,  lieutenant  Hartstene 
was  di^tched  in  May,  1865,  with  the 
bark  Release  and  the  steamer  Arctic, 
to  seek  for  Br.  Kane  and  the  Advance. 
Early  in  July  they  reached  Upemavik, 
and  fortunately  not  long  after  fell  in 
.  with  the  brave  Arctic  explorers,  i 


all  who  survived,  three  of  the  number 
having  died  ;  they  were  gladly  received 
on  board,  at  Disco,  about  tlie  middle 
of  (September,  and  on  the  1 1th  of  Octo- 
ber  the  expedition  was  welcomed  back 
again  to  New  York.* 

The  still  yoathM  navigator  (for  he 
w:is  bom  in  Febraary,  18S0)  made  his 
official  report  to  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  and  it  was  hoped  that  be  nught 
live  to  render  many  years  of  service  to 
the  interests  of  humanity  and  for  the 
honor  of  his  countrv:  but  the  ricrora 
of  the  Arctic  winter  had  taxed  Ids 
health  and  strength  wiHl  nnwonted  se- 
ven^, and  he  himself  was  called  npon 
ere  long  to  foUow  his  three  lost  ocnn* 
panions  to  the  grave.  Every  thing 
that  alfectionate  solicitude  of  friends 
and  relatives  could  suggest  was  done ; 
but  his  health  sank  beyond  possibility 
of  arresting  tlic  inroads  of  the  fell  de- 
stroyer; and  on  tlie  IGth  of  Febraary, 
at  Havana,  in  the  Island  of  Cuba, 
the  spirit  of  IDuha  Kent  Kane  poesed 
a^v  ay  from  earth  to  his  final  account 
Dr.  Wm.  Mder,  we  may  here  state^ 
has  since  published  a  biography  of  Br. 
Kane,  in  which  the  reader  will  find 
various  matters  of  interest  respecting 
the  early  life  and  training  of  our  distin* 
guished  countryman. 

In  connection  with  the  Iors  of  Sir 
John  i  xiuikliu  and  his  pai-ty,  we  may 
mmtion,  that  an  oveiland  e;q>loring 
party,  dispatched  by  the  Hndson^s  Bay 
Company,  diaeovned  on  Montreal  Is- 


•  For  Tolumts  of  unsurpasscJ  int(Ti?sf  am?  attrao 
tireneBB,  we  may  refer  tito  reader  to  the  Arctic 
plorati&tu;  the  Seoond  Ortnodl  ExpodUkn  in  scttdi 
.)f  Sir  John  Franklin,  1853,  4,  6."    By  Ell >!m  Koit 
Kane^  IL  D.,  U.  &  N.  avda.   PIuLuklpUiii,  1857. 
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luid,  a  snow  shoe  of  English  make,  a 

part  of  a  ship's  boat,  with  the  word 
Terror  distinctly  viaible  on  it,  and 
other  articles  of  less  moment.  Fresh 
interest  was  excited  in  this  snlijcct  also, 
by  the  interesting  cirounistance  that  at 
the  close  of  IS 5 5,  ii  New  London  whaler 
lighted  upon  the  Britkh  relief  bark 
MesdkiiOy  wliich  liad  been  abandoned 
in  the  Aietic  ice  by  Captain  KeUett^ 
of  the  eggpedition  nnder  Sir  Edward 
Beksher.  The  ]E(esoliite,-wiih  her  arma- 
ment and  attwes  complete,  as  at  the  time 
when  she  was  abandoned,  had  drifted 
a  thousand  miles  from  the  place  where 
ehe  had  been  frozen  in ;  and  the  hardy 
wlialcuKm  of  Xew  Tx")ndon  took  her  in 
charge,  and  brought  her  safely  into 
port    Congress  anbseqnentlj  voted 
$40,000  for  the  poichase  and  refittmg 
of  the  Besolate,  and  on  ihe  12th  <^ 
December,  1866,  she  amved  at  Spit^ 
head*  Lieutenant  Haratene  was  in  com- 
mand, and  he  was  charged  with  the 
duty  of  presenting  the  Resolute  to  the 
English  govei-nment.     We  may  well 
believe,  that  tlic  queen  and  the  people 
of  England  received  this  marii  of  ^\jner- 
iean  good  feelmg  and  eonrtesy  with  esp 
pedal  satifl&ction. 

Daring  the  autnnui,  apprehenBions 
began  to  be  felt  of  approadung  difS^ 
culties  with  England.    Some  of  the 
London  journals,  it  appears,  talked  in 
a  very  belligerent  tone,  and  it  was  said 
that  the  English  government  had  sent 
several  vessels  of  war  to  rcin- 
lorce  tne  W  est  Inoia  squadron, 
with  a  view  to  restrain  "filibustering" 
and  privateeriug  expeditions  £rom  the 
ports  of  the  United  States.  Ftobably, 
m  part,  this  exhibition  of  hostility  was 
TOL.UL— «5 

due  to  the  £ad;,  that  the  proceedings  of 

various  British  consnb  in  enlisting  re- 
cruits for  the  Crimean  war  were  severely 
reprobated  in  the  instructions  written 
by  Mr.  Gushing,  the  nttorney-<reneral, 
to  Die  (.listrict  attorney  at  Fhiladel])hia, 
conoeniinc:  the  trials  had  in  that  city 
for  violations  of  the  United  States  ueu- 
traJity  laws.  We  arc  glad,  however, 
to  be  able  to  sa^r,  that  the  British  gov- 
ernment disavowed  all  hostile  inten- 
tions in  the  coarse  they  were  pursuing ; 
and  so  the  threatened  difficulty,  as  on 
many  another  occasion,  pasaed  away 
without  further  notice.* 

On  the  3d  of  December,  the  thirty- 
fourth  Congress  began  its  first  session. 
In  the  House,  on  the  question  of  who 
should  be  the  speaker,  a  contest  im- 
mediately sprang  up.   Messrs.  Banks, 
Bichardson,  Campbell,  and  two  or 
three  others,  were  prominent  candi- 
dates.   Ballot  after  ballot  was  had, 
day  after  day,  and  it  was  not  till  two 
months  of  the  public  time  had  been 
wasted,  and  the  plurality  rn!e 
]iad  been  ado})te(l,  that  ^Ir.  N. 
P.  Banks,  on  tlie  2d  of  February,  185G, 
received  one  hundred  and  three  votes 
for  speaker,  while  one  hundred  w«*e 
cast  for  Mr.  Aiken,  of  South  Carolina, 

*  T>,i(e  in  August,  some  of  the  directors  of  the  New 
York,  Newfoan«Usiicl,«iid  Loodon  SubmarioeTele^ph 
Company,  vent  out  to  irttDCM  flie  hytng  down  the 
U  li'i^raphic  cablo  between  OkpO  Bay  imd  Capo  North, 
a  distukoe  <^  Bixty  miles.   Ono  end  of  the  cftble  was 
fastened  on  the  shore  at  Capo  Ray,  and  the  paying  out 
be_nin  ;  it  was  continued  successfully  for  more  than 
thirty  hours,  when  the  weather  became  (oo  Ktorniy  to 
proceed  further  in  the  attempt,  aitd  the  cable  was  n>- 
Uictaofly  cut  oS|  after  some  fintj  mdles  length  bad 
been  sunk  in  tlic  fiea.   The  party  returned  to  New 
York,  on  the      of  September,  purposing  to  renew  tho 
undcrtakiiig  at «  earty  •  day  as  pmeQcmbk 
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and  eleven  were  scattering.  President 
Pierce,  wearied  ont  with  waiting  for 
ihe  oi^ganizaticKL  of  the  House,  adopted 

an  uuusual  course,  and,  on  the  Slst 
of  December,  sent  lus  message  to  the 
Senate.  Tii  ihh  document  iho  presi- 
dent brought  to  the  notice  of  tlic  Icf^ifr- 
lature  the  varioxis  qne!?tions  of  interest 
and  importance  which  at  the  time  re- 
quired their  attentive  consideration. 
He  spoke  of  the  "viewa  of  the  British 
government  as  to  the  interpretation  of 
the  treaty  of  1850,  in  regard  to  Central 
American  affairs;  the  recruiting  for 
the  Crimean  war  carried  on  by  English 
agents  in  the  United  States;  the  ques- 
tion of  tlie  Danish  Sound  dues;  our  re- 
lations ^\•ith  S]iain ;  etc.  In  regard  to 
finances,  it  was  st:itc'd,that  the  balance  in 
the  treasury,  July  1st, was  $18,931, OTr>; 
^timated  receipts  for  the  year,  $G7,- 
918,073;  making  available  resources  of 
nearly  |8t,000,000.  Expenditures  for 
the  year  were  estimated  at  a  little  over 
$71,000,000,  which  would  leave  a  bal- 
ance in  the  tronsnry,  July  1st,  185G,  of 
nearly  $1 0,000,(M)().  The  recommenda- 
tions in  the  mcssuge  were  princij)ally  on 
the  j^ubjcct  of  tlie  army  and  the  navy, 
the  appointing  a  commissioner  to  survey 
the  line  hetwem  Washington  territory 
and  the  British  possesaons,  etc  The 
president  devoted  considerable  space  to 
the  existing  difficnlties  in  Kansas ;  the 
state-rights  qn^tion,  with  particnlar 
reference  to  the  furtive  slave  law; 
the  history  of  this  topic;  and  such  like; 
and  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the 
south  had  not  "persistently  asserted 
claims  and  obtained  advantages  over 
the  north  in  the  practical  administra* 
tion  of  the  general  governmenl"  He 


[Bk,  va 

also  defended  the  principles  of  the 
Kansaa-Nebraska  bill. 
This  Kansas  question,  a  very  vexations 

one  as  it  has  j)ro\  ed,  we  may  properly 
notice  here.   From  the  nature  of  the 
case,  difficulty  was  likely  to  spring  out 
of  the  position  of  ailUirs,  when  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  had  been  repealed; 
and  almost  immediately  it  became  a 
matter  of  contest,  whether  the  influence 
of  sonth^n  or  northern  men  should 
predommate  in  fonning  and  moulding 
the  institutions  and  principles  of  the 
territory,  and  the  state  soon  to  grow  up 
and  demand  admission  into  the  Union. 
In  March,  an  election  was  held  for  mem- 
bo!"8  of  the  territorial  lecrislatnre,  and 
the  candidates  in  favor  of  introducing 
slavery  into  the  territory  received  a  de- 
cided majority.  It  was  alleged, 
however,  on  tilie  oiher  side,  that 
the  election  was  carried  by  illegal  voters 
having  come  into  the  territoiy  from 
^lissouri,  and  interfered  with  those  who 
had  a  right  to  vote,  viz.,  the  bona  fide 
residents.    Governor  lieeder.  not  lonjj 
after,  was  on  a  visit  to  the  eastern 
states,  niid  in  a  speecii  wliich  he  made 
he  said,  "Kansas  had  been  invaded, 
conquered,  subjugated,  by  au  jiruied 
force  from  beyond  her  borders,  led  on 
by  a  fanatical  spirit,  trampling  under 
fbot  the  prindple  of  the  Kansas  bill 
and  the  right  of  suffrage.*' 

Tlie  violence  of  party  spirit  hicreased, 
and  riot  and  even  blood-shed  were 
the  cnn«^crnienro!5.  The  settlers  opposed 
to  slavery-introduction  complained,  in 
a  memorial  to  CoD2;ress,  c  f  the  MLs?ou- 
rians  having  entered  the  ten  itory  and 
deprived  them  of  their  rights ;  the  pro- 
slavery  men  denounced  any  attempt  to 
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eoBcliide  it  On  the  33d  of  May,  tlie 
election  for  the  fint  le^sUtore  took 

place,  and  the  slavery  ticket  was  car- 
ried. The  legislature  met,  on  tli'-*  *jj 
of  Julv,  at  Pawnee,  under  the  summoua 
of  the  governor,  the  Couueil  consisting 
of  ftixtceii,  aud  the  ilou^e  of  Represent- 
atives of  twenty-six  members.  A  good 
deal  <xf  work  vaa  dene,  wliidi  we  need 
not  particnlariBB  here,  ezc^t  that  from 
tlie  fast  the  legiaUtore  shoired  its  ho»* 
tility  to  Governor  Beeder  and  his  views. 
The  governor  was  written  to  by  the 
secretary  of  state  respecting  certain 
charges  against  his  ofiloial  ititcgrily,  to 
which  he  replied,  but  not  satLsfactoi  ily 
to  President  Pierce.  At  tho  clo;^o  of 
July  he  was  removed  from  his  post,  and 
Daniel  Woodson,  secretatj  of  the  ter> 
ntxaj,  succeeded  to  the  discharge  of  the 
govemox's  dnties. 

The  legislature  seemed  duposed 
make  thorough  work  of  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  eiiectnally  to  put  down  all 
anti-slavery  sentiment  and  power  in 
the  territory.  A  number  of  stringent 
measures  to  this  effect  were  carried. 
One  act  gave  the  right  of  voting  to 
any  man,  without  regard  to  te^ence, 
cm  payment  of  one  dotUar  and 
taking  certain  oaths,  viz.,  to 
support  the  Ejmsas  bill,  and  enforce 
the  fugitive  slave  law.  Acts  were 
passed  which  forbade  the  teacliing  of 
negroes  to  read,  and  the  holding  of 
rehgious  meetings  of  negmes,  unless 
a  sheriff,  constable,  or  count}*^  justice 
should  be  present.  Another  act  for- 
hade  any  person  who  was  oonscienti- 
onsly  oppowd  to  holduig  slaves,  or  who 
did  not  admit  the  right  to  hold  slaves 
in  the  territory,  from  aotiDg  as  a  juror 


in  any  case  connected  with  slavery; 
and  still  anotlier  prescribed  the  penalty 
of  death  for  inciting  rebeUion  among 
the  Blavc3,  Tiy  gpeaking,  writing,  or 
printing;  or  for  enticing  or  a^isisting 
any  slave  to  escape  from  his  master 
Following  upon  legislation  of  this  kind, 
there  were  several  cases  of  "lynching" 
persons  on  suspicion  of  holding  anti- 
slavery  opinions. 

On  the  14th  of  Aognsti  a  large  con- 
vention of  settlers  was  held  at  Law- 
rence, attended  by  over  six  hundred 
persons,  at  which  the  present  alarming 
condition  of  the  territory  was  taken 
into  serious  consideration.  Resolutions 
were  adopted,  declaring  that  they 
would  utterly  repudiate  the  action  of 
the  legislature,  which  had  been  imposed 
upon  th^  by  the  people  of  Missouri, 
and  calling  a  convention  of  repivaenta* 
tives  of  the  people  of  the  territory  for 
the  5th  of  September.  The  conven- 
tion met,  on  the  day  aj^pointed,  at  Big 
Springs.  Vigorous  resolutions  were 
adopted,  declaring  that  the  true  in- 
terests of  Kau^sas  consisted  in  her  be- 
ing a  free  state,  repudiating  the  action 
of  the  l^ifilatnre,  and  calling  upon  the 
people  to  preparo  for  reastance  to 
usurpation,  even  by  force  of  arms,  if 
necessary.  £x*govemor  Beeder  was 
nominated  for  delegate  to  Congress, 
and  the  election  was  to  take  place 
early  in  October.  Heeder  vrm  voted 
for  by  the  free-soilei-s  on  the  Olh  of 
(October,  and  it  was  claimed  that  he 
received  a  loi'ger  vote  than  hail  been 
given  for  "Whitfield,  who  obtained  two 
thoosand  sevm  hundred  and  ozty  su:^ 
frages  from  the  pro«lavery  men,  on  the 
1st  of  October,  the  day  fixed  by  the 
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legislature  for  tite  eleetion.  This  state 
of  things,  of  course,  put  tlie  matter  in 
such  shape  that  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentative^!,  nt  the  next  session,  would  be 
compelled  to  decide  on  the  claims  of 
the  respective  contestants,  Keeder  and 
Whitfield.  The  free-i>oil  party  called  a 
eonTentioD,  which  met  at  Topeka,  on 
the  2*lfh  of  Oetoto,  and  eloeed  its 
eesdon  on  the  llth  of  NoTembor,  after 
having  fonned  a  state  oonsfeitaiion, 
wliidi  was  to  be  suljmitted  to  the 
people  on  the  15ih  of  December  fot 
lowing,  and  the  principal  feature  in 
which  was,  that  slavin-y  vrm  not  to 
exist  in  the  territory  after  the  4th  of 
July,  1857.  The  opponents  of  the  froe- 
soilers  held  what  was  termed  a  "law 
and  order"  conventlcai  at  ]>eavenworth, 
on  the  14th  of  November.  Govonor 
Shannon  was  appokied  president,  and 
the  main  bnaineas  which  oeeapied  the 
convention  was,  the  expressing 
decided  disa])])rc>bation  of  the 
coarse  pursued  by  the  ant  i-slavery  men, 
and  doclaring  that,  if  it  were  persisted 
in  and  tiauctioned  l)y  Congress,  it  would 
lead  to  civil  war. 

The  moTements  of  Colonel  or  General 
Walker  in  Central  America  require 
some  notice  in  this  place,  although  the 
resolta  of  his  "filibustering"  effotts  have 
not  been  as  favorable  as  he  and  his  ad- 
visers and  supporters  hoped  and  ex- 
pected. At  the  Ciose  of  the  inouth  of 
August,  Walker  landed  with  liis  part  y 
at  San  Juan  del  Bnr.  On  the  3(1  ot' 
.September,  his  force,  numV)ering  one 
hundred  and  fifty,  was  attadE- 
ed  at  Tligin  Bay  by  some  fcm 
hmidred  government  troops.  After  a 
brief  bnt  flsnie  contest  Walker  defeat* 


ed  his  opponents.  Granada,  the  capital, 

was  attacked  in  October;  iakea  by 
surprise,  but  little  resistance  waa  made; 
General  Corral  surrendered;  and  a 
treaty  of  peace  was  signed.  Walker 
was  elected  prcsiclent  of  the  republic, 
but  declined  iu  lav  or  of  General  llivas; 
CoiTal,  tried  by  court  martial,  was  con* 
demned  and  shot ;  and  Oolond  Wheeler, 
the  American  minister,  formally  recog. 
niasd  the  govenunent  as  now  consti- 
tuted. 

Reinforcements  flowed  in,  principal- 
ly from  California,  and  the  RIv;is  and 
Walker  government  neenied  to  he  gain- 
ing strength,  early  in  1S56.  Colonel 
P.  H.  French  was  dispatched  as  min- 
ister to  the  United  States;  but  our 
government  refioaed  to  receive  him  in 
that  capacity.  The  other  states  of 
Central  America  determined  to  pnt 
Walker  down,  and  joined  together  for 
that  purpose.  In  March,  Costa  Eica 
formally  declared  war  against  Nicara- 
gua, to  which  Walker  re])lie(l,  by  an- 
nouncing his  j)tirpose  to  carry  the  war 
into  the  enemy's  country.  Several  bat- 
tles ensued.  Colonel  Schlcssinger,  with 
three  himdred  meo,  was  totally  defeat- 
ed at  Santa  Bosa.  The  Cksta  Bieans 
marched  into  <he  territory  of  Nicaragoa, 
some  three  or  four  thousand  in  number ; 
the  city  of  Rivas  fell  into  their  hands ; 
and  on  the  1 1th  of  April  a  bloody  Ijattle 
took  place,  in  which  Walker  claimed  a 
decisive  victory.  Much  exa.sper- 
ation  of  feeling  followed  upon 
Walker'b  mode  of  endeavoring  to  re- 
enat  his  languishing  finances;  the  Ckisfea 
Bieans  retreated;  and  the  action  of  the 
other  states  was  hesitating  and  nnce^ 
tain.  Troubles  soon  after  sprang  up 
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l)etw'<!en  Rivaa  and  Walker,  owing  ap- 
parently to  jealousy  oa  the  part  of  the 
foimer  against  the  Americaos.  Walker 
was  elected  prendent  in  June,  and  in- 
augurated OE  the  IStil  of  July,  and  as 
the  aatnmn  approached,  ho  had  to  make 
provision  to  meot,  as  best  he  could,  the 
army  ]>y  which  the  confederated  states 
purposed  to  crush  him  or  drive  him  out 
of  the  country.  The  further  progresa 
of  Walker  and  his  party  we  need  not 
dwcU  upon  here';  his  afihirs  grew  wofse 
and  wane  as  the  year  adTanoed  to  its 
dose;  and  finally,  In  April,  1857,  he 
capitulated,  in  a  state  of  great  destitu- 
ti<»i,  to  Captain  Davis  of  the  sloop-of- 
war  St.  Marys,  and  was  conveyed,  to- 
gt  tlicT  with  a  part  of  his  company,  to 
the  United  States. 

Towards  the  close  of 1 85 5,  the  troubles 
in  Kansas  were  on  the  increase.  Aqiiar> 
rel  took  place  between  two  men  on 
opposite  sides  of  the  slavery  qaestion, 
which  resulted  in  the  deatibi  of  one  of 
the  I  n .  Groat  excitement  was  produced, 
and  the  neighboring  Missourians  pre- 
pared to  siLstiiin  the  cause  of  tlie  pro- 
slavery  men.  They  entered  Kansas  in 
considerable  numbers,  and  encamped 
neai"  Lawrence,  if  about  to  attack  it 
Governor  Shannon  exerted  himself  to 
prevent  armed  collision;  and  after  a 
time  the  iHCssonriaas  Fetamed  home 
again.  A  free«tate  convention  was 
held  at  Lawrence,  on  the  2 2d  of  De- 
cember, to  nominate  candidates  for 
state  affairs  under  the  constitution. 
Some  eifrhtj  delegates  were  present 
and  took  part  in  the  busing  of  the 
Cf»nvention. 

The  president,  on  the  24th  of  Jan- 
nary,  1850,  sent  a  message  to  the  Ben- 


ate,  in  respect  to  the  ttdstin^  state  of 
a£bus  in  Kansas;  he  censored  the  late 
Governor  Reeder  £>r  having  ne^ected 

his  duty;  he  recognized  the 
territorial  leygisUkture  as,  for  :dl 
practical  purposes,  a  lawful  body;  he 
disapproved  entirely  of  the  movement 
wliich  led  to  the  convention  and  form- 
ing a  frce-stato  constitution ;  and  he  rec- 
ommended vaiious  measurejj  in  view 
of  the  present  and  the  fatnre  of  Kan- 
sas. Onthellthof  Febraary,the  pres* 
ident  issned  a  prochunation,  stating  that 
combinations  had  been  formed  in  the 
territory  to  raaist  the  execution  of  the 
laws ;  that  persons  outside  the  territory 
were  contemplating  armed  interference; 
and  declaring  that  he  had  taken  the 
proper  stepi^  to  reprea^  all  outbreaks 
and  maintain  the  peace  of  the  country. 

The  Kansas  qnestion,  as  a  matter  of 
coQiae,  occupied  a  ccnuaderable  share 
oftheattentKoaofCongreas.  Mr.'Whit. 
field  and  Mr.  Beeder  were  the  delegates 
elected  to  Congress  by  the  two  parties, 
and  the  committee  on  elections 
report«v1  on  the  seat,  which  wa.^ 
claimed  by  each  gentleman.  The  ma- 
jorit]?'  of  tlie  committee  took  sround 
against  Mr.  Whitfield  and  the  authority 
of  the  territorial  legislatare,  and  aaked 
to  he  empowered  to  bbdA.  for  penKms 
and  papers ;  the  minority  brought  in  a 
report  of  a  diflfeient  complexion,  and 
thought  it  best  to  dispatch  a  commi»> 
sion  to  Kansas  to  take  testimony,  rather 
than  send  for  persons  and  papers.  After 
a  long  and  t(Mliou8  debate,  the  j)roposi- 
tion  of  the  inajority  was  adopted  by  the 
House.  Li  the  Senate,  Mr.  Douglas,  in 
behalf  of  the  majority  of  the  commit- 
tee on  territories,  brought  in  a  report, 
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filMmiDg  that  the  course  pmsned  hy 
the  territorial  Icgialatnre  was  legal  and 
to  be  sustained,  and  recommended,  that 
when  tlie  population  of  Kansas  sball 
amount  to  ninety-three  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty,  the  uuiuber  re- 
(£uisite  to  entitle  her  to  a  Iveprcsenta- 
tive  iu  Congress,  they  he  authorized  to 
hold  a  oonvenlioiL  and  form  a  state  gov- 
enmieat.  The  report  also  denounced 
the  free«tate  conv^ition  at  Topeka, 
and  sliarply  censured  tho  moasnres  of 
the  Emigrant  Aid  Societies.  Mr.  CoUa- 
mer  presented  a  minority  report,  talcing 
the  opposite  i^round,  and  recommend- 
in  i?,  as  the  easiest  way  to  settle  the 
difticulties,  that  Kansas  bo  at  once  re- 
ceived into  tlie  Union  with  the  present 
constitution.* 

llie  state  legislatnre  (fiee4oil)  met 
at  Topekoi  on  tiie  14dk  of  Karch,  and 
snbseqnently  adjourned  to  Lawrence. 
A  memorial  from  this  body  was  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Cass  in  the  Senate,  which 
gave  rise  to  a  protracted  debate.  It 
was  finally  refei  red  to  the  eom- 
mittee  on  territories.  An  im- 
usually  cauBtic  correspondence  between 
Mi.  Donglas  and  Mr.  Lane  (Senator 
elect  from  Kansas)  grew  ont  of  this 
paper,  and  certain  statements  which 
were  made  respecting  it  In  the  ter- 
ritory itself,  during  April  and  May, 
difficulties  inereaseil;  and  a  state  of  al- 
most civil  war  existtnl.  The  exceases 
to  which  the  controver.sy  between  the 
ailv(  icates  and  the  opponents  of  slavery 
led,  tilled  the  journals  of  the  day,  and 


*  Ou  the  9th  of  April,  Senator  Seward,  of  New  York, 
delivered  an  able  speech  ia  ia?or  of  tho  immediate  ad- 
mission of  Euisas  as  a  stetft  We  oommmd  it  to  the 
cvafiil  «»iiiic«tiMi  of  liwmNiar. 


gave  rise  to  serious  apprehension  as  to 

what  might  be  the  final  issue.  One 
disgraceful  occurrence  in  Congress,  we 
cannot  fail  to  put  on  record  here. 

The  debates  in  the  Senate  Lad  in- 
crca=:ed  in  acerbity,  as  was  not  unna- 
tural. i\rr.  Doiigla-s,  Mr.  Bntler,  Mr. 
Mason,  and  other  Senators,  had  said 
mncli  respecting  Kansas  and  kindred 
matters.  Mr.  Sumner,  of  Maasachn- 
setts,  on  the  Idth  of  May,  delivered  an 
elaborate  speech  on  "the  Crime  against 
Kansas,"  in  which  he  did  not  spare  Mr. 
Butler  and  others,  but,  with  a  keenness 
of  invective  rarely  c.Kcolled,  poured 
npou  them  the  well-filled  vials  of  his  in- 
dignation and  contempt  for  tlie  course 
they  had  pursued.  Tart  retDi  to  fol- 
lowed, and  an  equally  taii;  rejoinder 
came  tcom.  Mr.  Snmner.  On  the  mom* 
ing  of  the  32d,  the  Senate  having  ad> 
jonmedj-and  while  Mr.  Sumner  was 
seated  at  his  desk,  Mr.  P.  S.  Brookes,  a 
nephew  of  Mr.  Butler,  and  a  member 
of  the  TToii?e  from  South  Carolina, 
came  up  to  the  Senator  from  Maj4«achu 
setts,  and  pronouncing  Liin  a  li])e]ler 
of  South  Carolina,  and  a  Blauderer  t  f 
his  aged  relative,  said  that  he  was 
going  to  chastise  him.  Immediately 
on  '^is,  lie  struck  Mr.  Sumner  over 
the  head  with  a  gutta  percha  cane,  and 
repeated  the  blows  till  he  had  nearly 
killed  him.  Considerable  noise  was 
made  iu  CotiLrres^!  by  thi^^  unmanly  at- 
tack, and  it  was  attempted  to  punish 
Mi-.  Brooks  by  expulsion;  but  tho^e 
who  felt  the  disgrace  of  a  course  of 
conduct  such  as  his  had  been,  and  de- 
sired to  purge  our  national  le^^ature 
of  all  those  persons  who  are  willing  to 
resort  to  these  means  of  venting  theiz 
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nnger  or  overcoming  their  opponent?, 
were  not  strong  cnontrh  to  ftccomplisk 
thi>»  i^ood  end ;  and  ao  Air.  Brooks  iiiid 
\m  coiuljutonj,  Messrs.  Keltt  and  Ed- 
mousoii,  remuiued  at  their  posts.  Mr. 
Katt  was  eensored  by  tho  House,  <Biid 
Mr.  Brooks  was  fined  three  hnndred 
dollars,  by  the  criminal  court  at  Wash- 
iligtnn,  for  his  assault  on  Mr.  Sumner. 

The  Kausaa  investigation  committee 
presented  an  elaborate  report  to  tlie 
IIoii^c,  in  which  they  entered  into  full 
dctMils  respecting  the  various  mattei-s 
submitted  to  them  for  examination. 
Tlic  committee  believed,  from  the  evi- 
dence before  them,  that  the  Miaaon- 
nans  had  illegally  intnfered  in  Eianaas 
affiiira^  and  they  thought  that  Kansas 
would  be  a  free  state,  if  the  will  of  the 
legal  voters  conld  be  carried  out.  Tlie 
committee  also  reported  aganist  ad- 
mitting either  Whitfield  or  lleeder  to 
a  seat  as  delegate,  in  tiie  House ;  and 
that  f«t^*ps  he  taken  to  secure  a  free 
and  fair  election  in  the  territory. 
Messrs.  Howard  and  Sherman,  a  ma- 
jority of  the  committee,  signed  the 
i-eport;  Mr.  Oliver  declined  giving  his 
signature,  and  soon  after  brought  in  a 
minority  report.  The  committee  on 
territories  in  the  Honse,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  immediate  adrnis- 
sion  of  Kansas  as  a  ?tate,  with 
■  the  Topfka  ct>ustitution.  It  wa^  re- 
jected, June  30th,  by  a  vote  of  one 
imndred  and  six  to  one  hundred  and 
live.  The  next  day,  the  vote  was  re> 
considered,  and  on  the  3d  of  July,  the 
bill  was  passed  by  a  vote  of  ninety-nine 
I  to  ninety  seven.  In  the  Senate,  a  bill 
'  was  passi'd,  after  discussion  and  amend- 
ment, ibr  the  purpose  of  securing  a  fair 


expression  of  the  will  of  the  people  of 
Kansas,  and  allowing  the  formation  of 
a  state  constitution,  preparatory  to  ad- 
mission into  the  Union. 

Governor  Shannon  was  removed  by 
the  president,  and  Mr.  X  W.  Geary 
appointed  in  his  place.  Mr.  Geary 
reached  the  field  of  bis  labors  early  in 
September,  and  found  his  hands  fbU 
of  work  at  once ;  for  the  territory  was 
in  a  state  of  virtual  civil  war,  and  no 
one  could  see  what  the  end  was  to  be. 
Ilis  energetic  measures,  )u>\vevor,  seem- 
ed, in  the  course  of  a  month  or  so,  to 
promise  somewhat  of  a  respite  from. 
farther  outbreaks,  and  a  restoratioii  of 
peace  and  order. 

On  the  Sd  of  June,  the  national 
democratic  convenllon  assembled  at 
Cincinnati,  and  after  adopting  various 
resolutions  setting  forth  the  views  and 
principles  of  the  party,  pro- 
ceeded  to  nominate  candidates 
for  the  presidency  and  vice-presidency. 
Messre.  Douglas,  Pierce  and  Buchanan 
were  promment  before  the  conven- 
tion; on  the  seventeenth  ballot  James 
Buchanan  received  all  the  votes,  and 
thus  became  the-candidate  of  the  demo- 
crat- f  f  the  highest  o£Bce  in  our  conn- 
try.  J.  C.  Breckenridge,  on  the  second 
ballot,  received  the  nomination  for  the 
vice-presidency.  Two  v/eeks  later,  the 
republican  convention,  at  Plttsbui^, 
nuinliiated  .Tolm  C.  Fremont  for  pros-  i 
ideiit,  and  W.  L.  Dayton  for  vice- 
president  Mr.  FiUmore  was  also  ndm- 
inated  by  the  American  party,  and 
accepted  the  nomination.  The  whig 
national  convention,  in  Re])teraber,coi"- 
diidly  approved  his  nomination.  The 
other  gentlemen  just  named  wrote  let 
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Utm  of  acceptance,  and  avowed  tlieir 
gcntiments  on  the  various  topics  then 
agitating  the  public  mind. 

Congress,  after  a  long  session,  ;uid 
one  iu  which  the  legislature  was  called 
upon  to  act  in  many  very  important 
matters,  adjourned  on  tlie  IStli  of  Aq' 
gost.  The  mem1)erB  dispersed  to  tlieir 
respective  homes,  and  tlie  grand  con* 
test  for  the  presidency  occupied  them, 
and  nearly  every  body  else,  for  some 
months  afterwards;  for  the  monster 
gatherings,  tiie  political  speechifying, 
the  interminable  ^^'a^  of  words  in  the 
newspapers,  the  public  place?,  and  the 
like,  gave  an  opportunity  for  both 
6ide%  and  all  sides,  to  get  their  candi- 
dates elected,  if  thej  could. 

The  resolt^  annonnoed  early  in 
cember,  we  may  liere  put  on  record: 
James  Bucnanan  and  J.  C.  Brecken- 
ridge  received  the  votes  of  nineteen 
state*',  i.  e.,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
four  electoral  votes ;  ,T.  C.  Fremont  and 
W.  L  Dayton  received  the  vote^  of 
eleven  states,  i.  e,,  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  votes;  and  Messra.  Fillmore 
and  Donelson  received  the  vote  of  one 
Btate  (Maryland)  or  eight  electoral 
votes ;  maldog  in  all  two  hundred  and 
niuety-six  votes  cast.  Buchanan  and 
Breckenrldge  having  received  a  major- 
ity of  the  votes  were,  of  coui-se,  presi- 
dent elect  and  vice-president  elect. 
The  ])opular  vote  for  the  respective 
candidati  s  wa^,  for  the  democratic  can- 
didate, one  million  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-nine  thousand  three  hundred  and 
thirtj'Seven;  for  the  republican  candi* 
date,  one  million  three  hundred  and 
forty-one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twdve;  Sot  the  American,  eight  hun* 


dred  and  eighty-eigkt  thousand  and 

fifty-five. 

On  the  1st  of  December,  the  second 
session  of  the  thirty-fourth  Con2;iesa 
was  begun,  and  Presidcut  Tierce's  last 
annual  message  was  received  and  read 
on  the  following  day.  It  possessed 
more  than  ordinary  interest  firom  the 
fact)  that  the  president  entered  at  large 
into  the  exciting  questions  on  which 
the  north  and  the  south  were  arrayed 
in  hostile  opposition.  Mr.  Pierce  ex- 
erted himself  to  defend -the  views  and 
priuei[)les  on  whu  li  he  and  his  aduun- 
istration  had  proceeded  with  respect 
to  the  abrogating  the  Missouri 
compromise,  and  also  with  re- 
speot  to  the  whole  slavery  question, 
and  he  did  not  scruple  to  lay  all  the 
blame  upon  the  noi-theru  men,  and 
those  who,  while  adheiing  to  the  com- 
pact not  to  disturb  slavery  where  it 
lawfully  existed,  were  determined  to 
resist  its  i'ui  ther  expansion.  Our  limits 
do  not  admit  of  quoting  the  ]>re>ideut'a 
language,  which  tlie  reader  will  do  well 
to  examine  with  care  and  attention. 
We  say  this,  because  we  wbh  also  to 
call  his  att^tlon  to  a  very  searching 
review  of  this  message,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  abrogation  of  the  Missouri 
compromise  act,  |iul dished  at  tlie  close 
of  1857,  by  the  veteran  Senator,  Thomas 
H.  Benton,  in  which,  he  savf?,  are  ''ex- 
posed and  corrected  the  erroiu  of  fact 
and  law''  in  the  president's  message. 

The  concluding  paragraph  of  Mr. 
Benton*s  review  deserves  to  be  well 
con^dered.  He  is  speaking  of  "the 
present  slavery  agitation,^'  and  goes  on 
to  say ;  "  Up  to  Mr.  Pierce's  adminis- 
tration the  plan  had  been  defenave — 
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that  is  to  say,  to  make  the  secession  of 
the  south  a  measure  of  self  defence 
against  the  aTiolition  encroachments, 
aprrri  ps^sions,  and  crusades  of  the  north ; 
iii  tht!  time  of  ilr.  Pierce,  the  plan  he- 
cauie  oii'eusive — that  is  to  say,  to  com- 
menoe  the  expasmm  of  slavery,  and 
the  aeqiudtioii  of  territory  t  o  spread 
it  over,  so  as  to  overpower  the  north 
with  new  slave  states,  and  drive  them 
out  of  the  Union.  In  this  change 
of  tactics  originated  the  abrogation  of 
the  Missouri  conipronilst',  the  attempt 


and  foi  il  raocrats;  and  to  stigmatise 
all  who  refused  to  go  with  them,  aa 
disuniouists,  and  abohtionists.  And  to 
lcee{)  up  t Ilia  classification,  is  the  object 
of  the  eleven  pages  of  the  message 
which  calls  for  this  review — unhappily 
assisted  in  that  object  by  the  conduct 
of  a  few  read  abolitionists,  (not  ilre  -per 
centum  of  the  popnlation  of  the  free 
states,)  bnt  made  to  dtand,  in  the  eyes 
of  the  south,  for  the  whole.** 

The  president's  message  stated,  that 
tlie  revenues  of  the  current  vear  h:v\ 


to  purchase  one  half  of  Mexico,  and  1  amounted  to  nearly  $74,(iO(),000 ;  the 
the  actual  purchase  of  a  large  part;    expenditures  liad  amounted  to  not  cjuite 


the  design  to  take  Cuba;  the  encour- 
agement to  Ebney  and  to  Walker  m 
Central  America;  the  qnands  with 
Great  Britain  for  onthmdbh  ooastB  and 
islands;  the  designs  upon  the  Tehnaa- 
t€pec,  the  Kiearagoa,  the  Panama,  and 
the  Darien  route?? ;  and  the  scheme  to 
get  a  foothold  in  the  Island  of  San  Do- 
mingo. The  rking  in  tlie  free  states  in 
cuuicqueuce  of  the  abrogation  of  the 
Missouri  compromise,  checked  these 
sehemea,  and  limited  the  sneoess  of  the 
dismiioniats  to  the  revival  of  tiie  agita- 
tion which  enables  them  to  wield  the 
south  against  the  north  in  all  the  federal 
elections  and  federal  legislation.  Acci- 
dents and  events  have  given  this  party 
a  strange  pre-eminence.  Under  Jack- 
sou's  administration,  proclaimed  for 
treason ;  since,  at  the  head  of  the  gov- 
ernment and  of  the  democratic  part^'. 
Tlie  death  of  Harrison,  and  the  acces- 
sion of  T^ler,  was  thdr  fint  great  lift ; 
the  election  of  Mr.  Fierce  was  their 
culminating  point.  It  not  only  gave 
them  the  governments  hat  power  to 
pass  themselves  for  the  Union  party, 
VouUL— 66 


§73,000,000,  including  $3,000,000  paid 
to  Mexico^  and  some  $13,000,000  of 
Ihe  public  debt.    This  debt 
amounted,  at  the  present  date^ 

to  $30,'737,129;  all  of  which,  if  neces- 
sary, could  be  paid  within  a  year.  The 

average  expenditure,  according  to  Mr. 
Pierce,  dnring  tlie  preceding  five  years, 
had  been  ^48,000,000;  ami,  thinking 
that  this  sum  would  be  sulhcient  for 
the  next  five  years,  a  reduction  of  the 
tariff  was  recommended  so  as  to*  bring 
the  revenue  fivm  this  source  to  about 
$50,000,000* 

The  details  of  public  basiness  tran- 
sacted l)y  Congress,  we  need  not  now 
enter  into ;  it  Avill  be  sufTicient  for  our 
present  purpose  to  state,  that  the  recom- 
mendatioTis  of  tlic  executive,  ami  of  the 
several  heads  of  the  departments,  re- 

*  Appendix  to  Benton's  **EtaminatiM^ih»J)rti 

Seott  Caff,"  pp.  184-5. 

*  On  the  subject  of  stcim  navigation  lor  Uie  public 
service,  and  the  importanco  of  Um  goramincnt  giving 
wise  ami  li^itial  as.  isrnnre  thereto,  wc  rcfcr  Iho  reader 
to  a  valuable  work,  entitled  "  Oamn  Sieam  Xasigatum 
and  (lie  t^vonlVat,'*  by  Thomas  Baiuey.  8tra,ppi,994k 
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eeived  dae  attentlou,  and  u  number  of 
acts  were  passed  by  both  Houses  and 
oHained  the  approval  of  Mr.  Pierce. 
For  the  civil  and  (li]i!<)uiatic  ex|>ense3 
of  the  year  were  appropriated  nearly 
$17,000,000 ;  which,  added  to  the  other 
necessary  appropriations  for  carrying 
on  the  govenunent)  aa  the  army,  the 
^  ^  navy,  the  postoffice,  etc.,  made 
the  total  of  appropriations^about 
$70,000,000.  The  tarii^  after  amend- 
ment fiTul  compromise  between  the 
views  of  the  House  and  the  Senate, 
was  arraiu'ed  in  accoj'dance  witli  the 
president's  recommendation.  The  bill 
passed  the  Senate  by  a  vote  of  thirty- 
three  to  eight,  and  the  Howe  by  a 
vote  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
to  seventy-one.  It  was  to  go  into  effect 
on  ihe  Sd  of  July,  1857,  and  it  was 
estimated,  that  the  resolt  would  be  a 
reduction  in  the  revenue  of  about 
$20,000,000.  The  Atlantic  Telegraph 
bill,  as  iinally  passed,  provided  that  the 
Bum  to  be  piiid  the  company  should  not 
exceed  $70,000  per  annum,  until  the 
net  profits  reached  six  per  cent.,  and  af- 
ter tiiat  it  should  not  exceed  $50,000 ; 
that  the  tariiF  of  prices  should  be  fixed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  and 
Groat  Britain;  that  the  citizens  of 
America  and  England  should  be  placed 
on  an  equal  footing ;  and  that  Congress 
might  end  the  contract  at  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  years,  by  giving  one  year's 
notice.*     Acta  were  also  passed  on 


•  In  Ai^gu-si,  lS,"i7,  an  attcmiM:  was  ouido  to  lay  the 
cable  Tor  the  AtlaDtie  Totognph  Compiny.  Unfor- 
tunately tho  cable  gave  wny,  whon  some  Ihrrc  hnn- 
(ii-od  vuIk^  of  koglh  liad  been  lahi  out ;  and  the  great 
walk  of  oooneciiDg  dM  <dd  vwU  idtb  tbfl  nsw' ^ 


the  subject  of  promoting  the  efficiency 
of  the  navy,  (p.  510);  appropriating 
about  $500,000  for  constructing  wagon- 
roads  from  Fort,  Kearney,  by  way  of 
tlie  South  Pass  ot"  tlu'  lJi>eky  Mountains 
and  Great  Suit  Lake  Valley,  to  Cali- 
fornia ;  authorizing  the  people  of  Mto- 
neaota  to  form  a  constitution  and  state 
government,  preparatory  to  adnusaian 
into  the  Union ;  grantiug  lands  in  Minp 
nesota,  Alabama,  etc.,  to  aid  in  con- 
structing certain  railroads;  providing 
for  the  jmuishment  of  certain  ciimcs 
against  the  United  States;  together 
with  the  usual  number  of  ju  ivate  aets. 

At  the  December  term,  18i>G,  of  the 
Supreme  Comt,  an  important  case  came 
before  that  learned  body  for  decision, 
which  has  become  well  known  through- 
out the  country  as  the  "Dred  Scott 
Case.^  It  excited  unusual  attention  in 
every  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  opinions  of  tho  chief-justice  and  i 
the  associate  justices  were  submitted 
to  criticism  and  examination  far  more 
than  ordinarily  keen  and  searching. 
Scott  and  his  wife,  it  will  be  remem- 
bered, were  skves^  belonging  to  Dr. 
Ibneison,  a  surgeon  in  the  United  States 
army;  they  were  taken  into  and  resided 
in  Illinoifi,  and  at  Fort  Snelling,  in  the 
territory  in  which,  by  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  slavery  was  forever  prohiliited; 
in  1838,  Scott  and  his  wife  weie  taken 
into  ]\fissouri,  where  two  children  were 
bom,  and  where  they  have  ever  since 
been  held  as  skves.  They  daimed 
ireedom  on  the  ground  that,  by  the  act 
of  their  maatw,  they  had  been  brought 
Info  free  territory.  The  court decided 
against  their  dahn,  and  ruled  that  ne- 
groes, slaves  or  free,  are  nol^  by  the 
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Coiistitation,  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  Tlie  politi&d  aspects  ot  the 
question,  and  the  points  ai^ed  bjr  the 
court,  and  the  views  expressed,  respect 

ing  the  Missouri  compronuse,  and  tlie 
self-extension  of  the  Constitution  to  ter- 
ritories, carr}  incr  gluvorv  along  witli  it, 
gave  the  Dred  Scott  case  an  interest 
which  every  citizen  was  able  to  appre- 
ciate ;  and  the  decision  of  the  court  did 
not  hare  the  effect  of  quieting  agitation 
on  the  slavery  question,  hut  rathta* 

1837                     to  agitation. 

We  quote  in  the  appendix,  a 
part  of  the  c')ief-justice's  opinion,  and 
refer  the  i-eader  to  the  official  "Report 
of  the  Decision  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  Stutc-,  and  the  opinion 
of  the  Judges  tlicieof,  in  tlie  e;i>e  (»f 
Dred  Scott  verum  John  A.  Sand  lord," 
prepared  hy  B.  G.  Howard,  Reporter. 

If  the  reader  he  desirous  to  look  into 
this  question  under  the  light  thrown 
upon  it  hy  Chief  justice  Taney  and  the 
six  a.ssociate  justices  who  agreed  with 
him,  and  also  under  that  which  is  fur- 
nished by  the  opinions  of  the  two  dis- 
senting a^-^tK'iate  justices,  lie  will  ^tudy 
this  volume,  and  endeavor  to  weigh  well 
the  force  of  the  arguments  on  tlie  two 
sidijji  of  that  question  which  hasproytd 
itself  a  source  of  agitation  and  trouble 
from  the  earliest  period  of  our  national 
history  to  its  final  settlement  in 
the  extinction  of  slavery.    Tlie  Su- 
preme Court  decision  could  not  avert 
the  doom  of  slavery,  which,  whatever 
politicians  might  say  or  thinlc,  was  cer- 
tain, sooner  or  later,  to  1x5  abolished. 
Of  this  fact  «!>L'neious  Southern  men 
W«Me  aware,  and  when  they  ventured  to 
speak  out  plainly,  their  words  were 

forcible  and  tc  the  point.*  Professor 
Tueker,  of  Virginia,  some  25  years  ago, 
expressed  himself  as  follows:  "Causes 
not  now  foreseen,  may  prolong  or  ab- 
ridge the.  existence  of  this  institution 
(i.  e.,  sl'ivery)  in  the  United  States  1/ut 
lion  '  of  them  seem  c  ipaMe  of  averting 
its  ultimate  destiny.    U  c  ni.iy  say  of 
it,  as  of  man  ;  the  iloom  of  its  death, 
though  we  know  not  the  time  or  the 
mode,  ia  certain  and  irreoocaiie,^f 

Governor  Geary,  (]>.  511),)  who  had 
labored  coy  diligently  in  his  efforts  to 
promote  peace  and  order  in  Kansas, 
did  not  meet  with  all  the  success  which 
he  hoped  for  ;  so  that,  finding  his  health 
giving  way,  and  the  spirit  of  opposition 
still  active  against  him  and  his  proceed- 
in  g.s,  he  judged  it  best  to  resign  his 
post.     His  resignation  wa.s  made  in 
March,  and  Mr.  Pierce'^  successor  ap- 
pointed, about  the  dose  of  the  month, 
Mr.  Eobert  J.  Walker  governor,  and 
Mr.  F.  P.  Stanton  secretary.  The  free* 
state  convention,  and  the  supporters  of 
the  views  whieh  led  to  that  convention, 
continued  to  maintain  their  attitude  of 
resistance  to  thti  legislative  as.*icmblv 
atul  its  act?.    The  pro.spect  of  further 
(lilHcultiea  was  not  h  >-  ened,  but  rathe" 
increased,  as  the  year  1857  atlvanceil  iii 
its  couise. 

On  the  8d  of  March,  1857,  the  thirty- 
fourth  Congress  raujhed  its  termination. 

- 

*  In  coniioofion  v itli  i\M  U<]\'\r,  -vrf-  }M^rr  Irurr  to  r<v 
fer  the  reader  t«>  iS«"nttt<>r  Ik  nl^m'a  "  J'Jjtaminatim  of 
the  Dred  SeoU  Cagt."   It  b  a  vi^^rous  production,  and 
takes  stronjf  f.'T»)un<l  ft}rain>-l  the  dociMoii  of  the  Su- 
(iroino  Court.    For  some  (.■xtrartsfn)!ri  this  volume, »ws 
Apjii"!u!ix  lit  t!ii»  c!»(l  of  tho  pro.^ont  ctmptot. 

f  t^  'c  tho  chapter  on  "  Tin-  Fiituro  Profrrosa  «l 
S!:iv.  rv,"  in  Tndn.i'ii  •'P/ajrf**  «>/  t-he  United  8tak9  in 
Pojtulatlon  and  ITMltik  inFi/tf  Yean."  NMrToik 

1813. 
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At  the  same  date,  Franklin  Rerce  was 

released  from  the  burdensome  daties 
of  president  of  the  United  States^  and 
made  wav  for  his  successor.  Of 
his  ndministratiou  Are  need  say 
V»ut  little,  lu  nio^t  rospeeis,  it  greatly 
dis;i|)])oiuted  the  country  ;  and  tlie 
promises  wliich  seemed  to  be  held  out 
at  the  beginning  of  bis  term  of  office, 
(p.  500),  failed,  long  before  his  four 
years  expired,  of  satisfying  the  jnst  de- 
mands of  the  people.  Mr.  Pieree  came 
into  office  with  some  considerable  pres- 
tiffS,  as  the  democratic  candidate  and 
the  fxpoTient  of  democratic  principles 
and  ])Ui'poso-;;  he  retired  from  liis  lofty 
position  with  a  general  feeling  that  he 


had  not  met  the  expectations  of  the 
party,  and  with,  on  their  part,  an  ill- 
concealed  sense,  that  it  was  high  time 
to  place  the  vessel  of  state  under  other 
'  pnidriTic^,  if  the  party  hoped  to  main- 
tain its  asceiidencv,  ;;:id  t-iri"}'  out  it^ 
vieAVM  to  their  compkru-n.  (  eminse, 
\vc  are  spealiing  simply  of  tlie  retiring 
president's  political  career;  for,  in  all 
other  i-espects,  we  believe,  Mr.  Heree 
deserves  honorable  mention.  We 
cheerfully  accord  him  all  this;  but,  so 
far  as  the  judgment  of  the  country  ha<^ 
at  any  time,  been  expressed,  Fj  anklio 
Pierce's  administration  mtist  be  pro- 
nonnced,  to  all  intents  aud  purposeS| 
little  short  of  a  failure. 
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SENATOR  DENtOirS  VIEWS  ON  ABSOOAHKG 

TUE  MISSOURI  COMJ'ROMTSE.  AND  OX  THE 
SnLF-EXTENSION  OF  THE  CONSTITUTIOX. 

In  assuming  to  decide  these  questions — (con- 
stitotkNiBlitrf  of  the  MtBBoiiri  «ompromi»s  and 
thn  srlf-oxtoiisif)n  nf  the  Constitution  to  territo- 
ries)— it  is  bciicvcd  the  Supreme  Court  com- 
mitted two  great  errors ;  first,  in  tlic  assumptioQ 
tolrftttdiqiMslioiitt;  Meondlyt  in  deoiding  them 
A'^  they  (IM.  And  it  is  certain,  that  the  decisions 
arc  contrary  to  the  unilbrm  action  of  all  the  do- 
paztmeots  of  the  government — one  of  Uicm  for 
tbirtji^  ycors;  Mid  the  other  forserenty  yoan; 
■ad  lo  tfaeir  dSsote  upon  eMh  an  equiTflcBt  to 


la  alteradoB  of  tho  ConBtitation,  by  iuertiiig 

new  clauses  in  it,  vrhirh  roulil  not  have  been  put 
in  at  the  time  that  instrument  was  made,  nor  at 
any  tune  since,  nor  now. 

The  Mbsonri  compromise  was  a  **poUUeal 
enaelmtiif,'"  made  by  tlio  political  power,  for 
reasons  founded  in  luitioiiul  policy,  eiilarg«>d  and 
liberal,  of  wliich  it  was  the  proper  judge ;  aud 
Krhlch  ms  not  to  he  revoned  aftorwaide  hy  jiK 
dicial  interprot;i(io:i  of  words  aiiil  phrases. 

Doubtless  the  court  was  actuated  by  the  most 
laudable  motives  in  undertaking,  while  settling 
an  indivUhnl  oantniToray,  to  pass  from  the  pn. 
vate  T^hta  of  aa  Individual  to  the  puUio : 
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of  tho  whole  body  of  the  peoplo;  and  ui  endea- 
voring to  settle,  by  a  judicial  docisloD,  a  political 
question  which  engrosses  and  distracts  the  coun- 
irji  but  the  uodeitaking  vas  iMyond  its  enape* 
ttncy,  both  legally  and  potentially.  It  had  no 
right  to  decide;  uo  meana  to  enforce  the  decision ; 
no  niachiuci-y  to  carry  it  into  eOect ;  no  penalties 
of  fines  or  juls  to  enfinoe  it;  and  tiie  emit  liss 
corresponded  with  these  inalitlitirs.  Far  from 
settling  the  question,  the  opinion  itself  has  bo- 
come  a  new  qucstioo,  more  Tirulent  tbaa  the  for- 
mer; Iiaalieooinet]i«v«i7iratelnr<wd  of  parties; 
nas  izom  into  party  creeds  and  platforms — bring- 
hig  the  court  itself  into  the  political  field — and 
condemning  all  future  appdntments  of  federal 
judges  (and  tfas  eleetioas  of  thMe  wbo  make  tiw 
appointments,  and  of  those  who  can  multiply 
judges  by  creating  new  districts  and  circuits)  to 
the  test  of  these  dedaioDS.  Una  bdng  tho  case, 
and  tiie  evil  mw  sdtiaiQjr  upon  vt,  there  is  no 
rc.soureo  Tmt  to  ficn  it — to  &co  this  new  nucs- 
tion — examine  its  foundations — show  its  errors 
—ood  rely  upon  reason  and  intelligeDoe  to  votk 
out  a  safb  ddiveraaoe  Ibr  the  country. 

This  is  the  exposition  of  tho  first  great  error 
of  the  court,  as  I  hold  it,  ia  the  part  of  its  opinion 
whidi  I  propose  to  eiuanlne;  the  error  of  eanm* 

iit^  witJiont  right,  and  without  nt-ccasity,  to  dcciilo 
upon  the  constitutionality  of  llui  Alissouri  com- 
pramiso  act,  and  tho  selitoctension  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  territories.   Tho  second  great  error 

is  in  the  decision  itself  !ipon  these  questions. 


Hie  novelty  and  strangeness  of  thb  proposi- 
tion (self-extension  of  tho  Constitution)  called  up 
Mr.  Webster  (1819)  who  repulsp'l,  an  nn  .ib- 
surdity  and  as  an  impossibility,  the  scheme  of 
ntanding  the  CSonriitution  to  tetriteiies.  His 
wotds  were;  "let  me  ^ay,  that  in  this  general 
sense,  there  in  no  such  thing  as  cxtoricliiii;  tlie 
Constitution.  Tho  Constitution  is  extended  over 
tho  United  States,  and  nothing  else.  It  eamiot 
bo  extended  over  any  thing,  except  the  old  states 
Bli'l  tilt'  MOW  stjjtes  that  vliall  ronic  in  licTcatt:(»r,  ' 
when  they  do  come  in.  lliero  is  a  wont  of  ac- 
eoracy  of  ideas  in  this  respect  that  is  quite 
reniarkablc,  among  eminent  gi-ntlemen,  snd  Sfr 
pecially  prufcssi.)iia!  and  judicial  gentlemen.  It 
cmms  to  be  taken  f<^r  granted,  that  the  right  of 


trial  by  jury,  tho  haheat  corpus,  and  every  prin- 
ciple designed  to  protect  personal  liberty,  is 
extended,  by  force  of  the  Constitution  itself  over 
every  nev  territory.  Unit  proportion  cannot 
bn  mnintninH  at  all.  IIow  do  you  .irrivo  at  it 
by  any  reasoning  or  deduction  I  It  can  only  be 
arrived  at  by  the  loosest  of  all  possible  construe- 
tions.  Itissaidtbattiiismustheso^oiielsethe 
ripht  of  habeas  corpus  would  bo  lost.  Undoubt- 
edly, these  rights  must  be  conferred  by  law  before 
they  cam  be  ogoyed  in  a  territory."  .... 
Mr.  Oftlhoim  replied,  <5ontwiding  that  the  Constitn- 
tion  coaild  bo  so  extended,  and,  being  the  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  would  carry  along  with  it  pro- 
tection to  persons  and  property,  to  wit^  the  owner 
and  his  akves;  and  would  override  and  eontrol 
all  laws  opposed  to  that  protection.  He  bohlly 
avowed  his  intent  to  carry  slavery  into  the  terri- 
tories under  tho  wing  of  tho  Constitution,  and 
deoounoed  as  enemiea  to  ^  sottth  all  vho  op> 
posed  it 

It  was  in  the  year  1820  that  this  great  com- 
promise was  e&eted.  Twcnty.fivo  yesrs  aiter- 

wards  it  re  ceiver?  n  rr-cnnctmcnt,  and  under  cir- 
cumstances tho  most  impressive.  It  was  in  the 
year  1845,  and  on  the  occasion  of  the  legisla- 
tive admission  of  the  state  of  Texas  into  the 
T.*!iii)ii.  In  the  previous  year,  nnncxation  by 
treaty  had  been  refused ;  legislation  was  held  by 
many  to  be  the  indispensable  ba»s  to  any  incor- 
poration*, and,  aeeoi^ingly,  that  mode  of  aouexB- 
tion  prevailed.  Enrly  in  tho  se?>Hion,  1^44—15, 
the  last  of  Tyler's  administration,  &  joint  rcsolu- 
ti<m  was  brought  into  the  House  of  Represents 
tires  for  the  odmisfflon  of  that  republic  as  &  stale 

into  tho  Union  This  hrinm's  down 

the  sanctions  of  tho  Missouri  compromiso  to  tho 
year  1846 — bung  twenty-five  yean  after  Ha  first 
enactment— nmple  time,  it  m%ht  be  auppoeed, 
f  r  its  constitutionality  to  bo  questinned.  if  thcro 
was  ground  for  it;  and  ample  time  for  it  to  have 
been  found  oat,  if  such  iras  die  ftet^  that  its  en. 
actmcnt  worked  an  inequality  of  the  atatea,  and 
'  involved  degradation  nml  injury  to  a  part  of 

them  The  year  1850  presents  the 

Isat  isstoaee  to  be  given  ot  sottthon  sanctlQn  «f 
the  Missouri  compronuse  lino — a  date  soffieiently 
recent  to  avoid  tlie  statute  of  limititions,  if  any 
date  can  be  late  enough  to  prevent  the  running 
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of  that  statute  ngninst  mutnWo  politu-ians.  Mr. 
Calhoun  was  then  dead  j  Mr.  Davis,  of  Missis- 
sippi, seemed  to  succeed  to  the  head  of  bis  party; 
and  in  the  disoussion  of  Mr.  Cloy*a  e<»nprom1fle 
srho me,  reported  from  the  cumniittee  of  thirteen, 
demanded  the  extension  of  t}ic  Missouri  line  to 
tile  Pacific  Ocean,  and  the  recognition  of  slavery 
OD  the  south  ride  of  liittkBno}  ud  declared  theae 

terins  to  lui  tlin  Irrust  lie  would  take  

The  understanding  was,  that  Congress  had  power 
to  legislate  upon  slavery  la  the  territories,  and  to 
a1>oliah  it  dienia  when  it  saw  fit,  and  tint  aueh 
logi^lalion  wc-rkcil  no  iTicquality  in  the  states; 
and  in  the  particular  case  of  the  Missouri  com- 
promise act,  the  partition  of  the  province  of 
Louiaiana  Iwtfween  ftoe  and  slave  statea  uraa  a 
continuation  of  the  policy  wliich  divided  the  ter- 
ritory east  of  the  Mississippi,  bet^vecn  the  same 
classes  of  states ;  and  as  necessary  then  to  save 
the  Union  as  tlie  ordinanco  of  1T87  had  been  to 
save  iti 

llioso  who  suppose  tiuit  tiici-o  was  no  object  in 
view  in  tbia  abrogation  of  the  Miaaouri  com  pro- 
mi  hc,  but  merely  to  make  Kansas  n  free  state, 
are  Cir  behind  the.  state  of  the  factJ«,  and  can  have 
had  but  little  opportunity  of  knowing  tlie  intcn- 
tiona  of  the  prime  movers  of  that  measure — 
those  V  ho  ruled  the  council  that  commanded  it. 
Ci-rtainly  Uiat  was  one  of  the  objects;  but  there 
were  others  for  beyond  it,  far  trausaoiding  it  in 
importance,  and  of  which  the  catabUahment  of 
Kansas  as  a  sla\  e  stito  M-as  only  an  uitroduetion, 
and  a  means  of  attainment.  To  form  the  slave 
states  into  a  unit,  for  federal  elections  and  legis- 
lation, by  tlie  revival  of  the  aiavery  question,  -was 
one  object,  countins  XTpon  the  federal  palroniigc 
to  gain  as  much  help  from  the  free  states  as 
would  give  the  slave  states  tho  majority.  Vast 
acqttiritions  of  free  territory  to  the  southward, 
to  be  infuse  slave  (T)esliles  Cuba)  was  tinothor 
object;  and  for  this  purpose,  tlie  principles  of 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill  were  doubly  contrived; 
first,  to  catfy  riavery  hito  these  flea  territories 
by  the  Con«:tittition  ;  next,  to  establish  it  by  the 
inliabitants  of  the  states,  enough  southern  people 

)ing  la  to  dominate  over  the  feeble  and  ignorant 
natives.  Sqwratioa  of  Ae  slave  states,  or  dom- 
ination over  the  free  state?,  drivinii  mit  of  the 
Union  the  nortli  AtUmtio  states,  was  to  bo  the 


consequence  of  this  consolidation  of  the  slave 
states  and  vast  aoq^uisition  of  slave  territory. 


The  prolubition  of  slavery  in  a  territory  Is 

assumed  to  work  an  inequality  in  the  :  al- 
lowing one  part  to  carry  its  property  with  it,  the 
other,  not.  This  is  a  mistake — a  great  error  of 
fact — the  source  of  great  emm  of  deduction. 

The  eitiTicr;.?  of  all  the  states,  free  aiul  slave,  are 
precisely  equal  in  their  capacity  to  carry  their 
property  with  them  into  territories.  Each  may 
carry  whatever  ia  property  by  the  latws  of  nature; 
neither  ean  carry  (hat  \sliieh  is  only  jtropert y  by 
statute  law,  and  tho  reason  is.  because  hc  cannot 
carry  with  him  tho  law  which  makes  it  property. 
BSther  may  carry  the  thmg  whidi  is  the  subject 
of  tliis  local  property,  but  neither  can  carry  the 
law  which  makes  it  so.  The  Virgini.m  may  carry 
his  nrnn  slave;  but  ho  cannot  carry  the  Virginian 
law  which  makes  him  a  slave.  Hie  citizen  of 
Jifassaclnisotts  may  earry  the  p^ile  of  money 
which,  under  a  state  law,  constitutes  a  bank ; 
but  he  cannot  carry  tho  law  or  cliarter  which 
makes  it  a  bank ;  and  hia  treaaure  ia  only  a  pile 
of  money  ;  and  besides  behig  impossible,  it  wuuM 
be  absurd,  and  confusion  confounded  tc  be  otinr- 
wisc  For,  if  the  citizen  of  one  state  might  c^ir  ry 
his  slave  state  law  with  him  into  a  territory,  the 
citizens  of  every  other  slave  state  migiit  do  the 
same;  and  then  wliat  Ribylonish  confusion,  not 
merely  of  tongues,  but  of  laws,  would  be  found 
there  i  Fifteen  diffisrent  codes,  as  tiie  alave  statea 
now  number,  and  i;iore  to  come.  For  ev<  ry 
slave  slate  has  a  ser\'ilo  code  of  its  own,  didering 
from  others  in  some  respects — sad  in  some,  radi- 
cally ;  as  muoh  so  as  Isnd,  in  the  eye  of  the  law, 
ditTcrs  from  rattle.  Thus,  in  some  statwj,  as  in 
Virginia,  and  otliers,  slaves  are  only  chattels ;  in 
others,  as  in  Kentucky  and  Loulsiaua,  they  ore 
real  estate.  How  would  all  theae  oodea  worit 
together  in  a  territory  iir.dcr  the  wing  of  the 
Constitution,  protecting  all  eq^ually  ? 


Mr.  CUhoim  (1848)  dedarod;  *'I  deny  that 

the  laws  of  Mexico  can  liave  the  cflect  attribute*! 
to  them  (that  of  keeping  slavfry  out  of  New 
Moxioo  and  California.)  As  soou  as  tlio  tri>aty 
between  the  two  oonntries  is  tatificd,  the  sover- 
eignty !\T]d  aTithnrlty  nf  ^Texiei)  in  the  territory 
aoq^uircd  jy  it  becomes  extinct,  and  that  of  the 
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United  States  ia  stibfltitated  in  its  place,  oonvey- 

m»  tilt?  Cfir:'^1Itu1ioii,  with  its  ovcrriilinjr  control 
over  all  tlio  laws  and  institutions  of  Mcxiw  in- 
cotLHiatcut  with  it.**  Hiis  i»  tbo  doclanNd  eSoet, 
of  the  tnunmljpvtioii  of  the  Gonstitutioa  to  free 
tiTiilory  by  tho  author  of  tlif  doftrinn ;  and 
great  is  the  extent  of  country,  either  nci^uircd  or 
to  bo  acquired,  in  which  the  doctrine  is  to  have 
appUcatioB.  AH  Naur  Meodeo  and  CUifbrnia,  at 
thn  time  it  was  broaohc-d — all  the  territories  now 
held,  M'hercTcr  situated,  and  as  much  an  can  be 
added  to  them — these  additions  have  already 
been  considerable,  and  Tsst  and  varied  aooeasioos 
are  still  expected.  Arizonia  has  been  acquired  ; 
fifty  inilHons  vrere  offered  to  Mexico  for  her 
nordiem  hal^  to  indodo  Monterey  and  Saltillo ; 
a  vast  sum  tsnowoflfcredforSoDomaiidSiDaloai 
down  toGtiyamas;  Tfliuaiitejx'c,  N'-^irricri^i, Pan- 
ama, Darien,  the  Spanish  part  of  Sun  Dumingo, 
Cnbft!  'widi  tdan^  on  both  sides  of  the  tropical 
oontinent  Nor  do  we  stop  at  tin  two  Americas^ 
their  eoasts  and  islnml'^,  extensive  as  thfv  are ; 
but  ciroumvolviug  tho  terraqueous  globe,  we  look 
wistfiitly  at  tlw  Sandwidi  Uanda^  and  on  some 
gem  in  tho  Pdynesbnn  group ;  and,  plunging  to 
the  Antipodes,  pounee  d'>w;i  upon  Formosa  in 
the  Cliiuese  Sea.  Such  were  the  schemes  of  the 
last  adminiatntion,  and  mist  flontinne,  if  its 
polioy  should  oontinuo.  Over  all  diese  provinces, 
isthmuses,  islands,  and  pnrt<t,  nnw  free,  our  Con- 
stitatton  must  spread,  (if  we  acquire  them,  and 
dw  deeinon  of' the  Supreme  Court  staads)  ovei^ 
riding  and  overruling  anti-slavery  law  ia  their 
respective  litnif;,  raid  plantin^j  African  slavery 
in  its  place,  bc^  uud  the  power  of  Congress  or 
the  people  there  to  prevent  it. 


IL  OI'INION  i)V  TUE  COUUT 
AS  BBUtrBBD  BT  IB.  CUBNUinVB  TABKI'* 

It  becomes  our  duty  to  doddo  whetiher  the 

fiietK  stated  in  the  ple:i,  are  or  are  not  sufilcient 
to  show  that  the  plain titf  is  not  entitled  to  suo  as 
a  citiicn  in  a  conrt  of  tfio  United  States. 

Tbis  is  oertuinly  a  very  serious  question,  and 
oni'  tluit  now  fir  thi'  first  ti;:ie  has  Ix'eii  hroiifrht 
fur  dcuisiun  before  this  court.  But  it  is  lirought 
here  by  those  who  have  a  right  to  bring  it,  and  it 
is  onr  duty  t<>  meet  it  and  decide  it. 

The  quettiou  w  simply  tliis:  Can  a  mgro^ 


wbosa  aaossbMA  wore  imported  into  this  ooimtry, 

and  sold  as  slaves,  become  a  member  of  the 
political  community  formed  and  brought  mto 
existence  by  the  Cijmtittttionof  the  United  States, 
and  AS  sttcb  become  entitled  to  all  thorights,  and 
pri\ilej;es,  r:iid  iinir.nnities,  iriiaranfeed  Viv  that 
instrument  to  the  citizen  I  One  of  w^hich  rights 
ia  the  privilege  of  suing  in  a  oomt  of  the  United 
States  in  the  cases  spedfied  in  Uie  Ccmstitotioii. 

It  w'lW  Le  edjserveJ,  that  the  plea  ajiplie3  to 
tliat  class  of  persons  only,  whose  ancestors  were 
negroes  of  the  Afiioan  noa,  nod  imported  into 
tUs  country,  and  sold  and  held  as  abTeai  The 
only  matter  in  issnio  before  the  court^  therefore, 
is,  whether  tho  descendants  of  such  slaves,  when 
they  shall  be  emancipated,  or  who  are  bom  of 
parents  who  had  become  firee  bofbra  tiieir  birth, 
are  citizens  of  a  state,  in  tlie  sense  in  which  tho 
word  citizen  is  used  in  tho  Constitution  of  the 
Umted  States,  And  tJua  being  tho  only  nutttcr 
in  dispute  on  the  ideadinga,  the  court  must  bo 
understood  as  spcakint;  in  tliis  opinion  of  that 
class  only,  that  is,  of  those  persons  who  are  the 
desoendimts  of  Africans  who  were  imported  into 
this  country,  and  sold  as  davea. 

The  situation  of  tljis  population  was  altogether 
unlike  that  of  the  Indian  race.  The  latter,  it  is, 
true,  formed  HO  part  <tf  Aecolcndd  communities, 
and  never  amalgamated  with  them  in  social  con- 
neetirms  nr  in  trovei-nmerit.  But  althontrh  they 
were  uncivilized,  they  were  yet  a  free  and  inde- 
pendent people,  assodated  together  in  nations  or 
tribes,  and  governed  by  thdr  Own  laws.  Many 
of  th.\se  political  cfimmnnitics  were  situated  in 
territories  to  wbii-h  tbo  white  race  claimed  the 
ultimate  right  of  dominion.  But  that  daim  was 
adcQOwledged  to  be  subject  to  the  right  of  the 
Indians  to  occupy  it  as  lon^j  as  tliey  thoui;ht 
proper,  and  neither  the  English  nor  colonial  gov- 
emnMOts  ddmed  or  exercised  any  dominion  over 
the  tribe  or  nation  by  wbom  it  was  occupied,  nor 
claimed  the  ric^ht  to  the  possession  of  the  terri- 
tory, until  the  tribe  or  nation  consented  to  Cfede 
it  TliesB  Indian  fOVBRinMDts  www  ngarded  and 
treated  as  foreign  govMnmeuta,  as  much  so  as  if 
an  ocean  had  separated  the  red  man  from  the 
white;  and  their  freedom  has  constantly  been 
acknowledged,  from  the  time  ci  the  first  emigra- 
tion  to  the  English  oologdea  to  the  present  day, 
by  the  diflerent  govurmnent*  wUcJi  sacoaeded 
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each  I  it  her.  Treaties  havp  brcn  nppnfi-tcd  with 
them,  and  their  olliaucc  sought  for  iu  war ;  and 
the  pcoplo  who  COmpOM  tboiB  bidian  political 
commtuiities  have  always  biMOi  treated  as  foreign- 
ers not  living  under  our  frwcminrnt.  It  is  truo 
that  the  course  of  events  hus  brought  the  Indian 
tri1>es  within  tbe  limits  of  the  United  Statea  undor 
subjoction  to  the  -white  race;  and  it  has  been 
ibond  necessary,  for  tlieir  sakti  as  wrll  as  our 
own,  to  regard  them  as  in  a  state  of  pupilage, 
and  to  legialate  to  a  oertaia  extent  over  them 
and  the  territory  Uicy  occupy.  But  they  may, 
without  doubt,  like  the  subjects  of  any  other 
foreign  government,  be  naturalized  by  the  author- 
ity of  Congress,  and  become  dtizens  of  n  state, 
and  of  the  United  States ;  jiinl  if  an  individual 
hould  hnvo  his  nation  or  tribe,  and  take  up  hh 
abode  among  the  white  populailon,  ha  would  be 
entitled  to  all  tbe  right*  and  privileges  irbidk 
would  belong  to  an  emigrant  tnm.  any  other 
Ibreign  peojfkle. 

#  •  •  •  •  • 

It  becomes  necessary,  therefore,  to  determine 
who  were  oitisens  of  the  several  states  when  the 

Constitution  v,ns  adr  jitf  d.  Aud  iu  order  to  do 
this,  we  must  recur  to  tlic  goveruineuts  and  insti- 
tutions of  the  thirteen  ooionies,  when  they  si'pa- 
ratcd  from  Great  Britain  and  formed  new  sove- 
reignties, and  took  their  place  iu  the  family  of 
independent  uatioiut.  Wa  must  inquire  who,  at 
that  time,  wererofiignised  as  the  people  or  citi- 
zens of  a  state^  whoso  rights  and  liberties  Iml 
been  outraged  hy  the  EnglisJt  governmcT^t ;  and 
who  declared  timir  independence,  and  a^Uiued 
the  powen  of  government  to  defend  their  rights 
hy  force  <^  arms. 

In  the  opitii  in  of  tlie  court,  the  legislation  and 
histories  of  tlio  times,  and  the  huiguage  usL-d 
hi  the  Dedaratlon  of  Independenoe,  show,  iliat 
neither  the  class  of  persunn  who  had  been  im- 
ported as  slaves,  nor  thi  ir  dcscondants,  whctln  i- 
they  liad  become  free  or  not,  were  then  acknowl- 
edged as  a  part  of  die  people,  nor  Intended  to  1>o 
irdaded  in  the  gmeral  words  used  in  diafe  m«n- 
oralde  instrument. 

It  is  difficult  at  this  day  to  realize  the  stite  of 
public  opini<Hi  in  rdation  to  that  unfortunate  race, 
which  prevailed  iu  the  civilized  and  enlightened 
portions  of  ihc  world  at  t!i6  time  of  the  Declara- 
tion of  Ifldcpcndeuce,  aud  when  the  CotLstitutioa 


[Bit.  VII 

of  the  United  States  wns  framed  ar^l  adopted. 
But  the  public  history  of  every  European  nation 
displays  it  in  a  manner  too  plain  to  1»e  mistaken. 

They  had  for  more  than  a  century  before  l>eeQ 
regarded  as  beings  of  an  Inferior  <;irJer,  :i;:d  alto- 
gether unfit  to  associate  with  the  white  racoj 
eilJier  in  aodal  or  pofiliGal  relations;  and  so  fti 
inftrior,  tliat  they  had  no  r^ts  which  the  whit* 
man  vns  liovuid  to  respect ;  and  that  the  ne^n 
might  justly  aud  lawfully  be  reduced  to  slavery' 
fbr-his  benefit.  Ho  was  bought  and  sold,  and 
treated  aa  aa  ordinsiy  article  of  merchandise  and 
traflic,  whenever  a  profit  couM  be  made  by  it. 
This  opinion  was  at  that  time  fixed  and  universal 
inthe  d'ri]izedp(nl30nof  diewluteraee;.  Itwaa 
regarded  aa  an  axiom  in  morals  as  well  as  in 
politics,  which  no  one  thoujrht  of  disputing,  or 
supposed  to  be  open  to  dispute;  and  men  iu 
every  grade  and  position  in  sodcty,  daily  and 
habitually  acted  upon  it  in  their  private  parsuita, 
as  well  as  in  Tnnttcrs  of  public  cmerrn,  without 
doubting  for  a  moment  the  correctness  of  thii 
opinion. 

And  hi  no  nation  was  this  opinion  more  finu1\ 
fixed  or  more  uniformly  acted  upon,  Ih.in  by  tht 
Ei)giii>it  govomuieut  aud  English  people.  The^ 
not  only  seized  them  on  the  coast  of  Africa^  and 
sold  them  or  held  them  bi  slavery  for  their  own 
use ;  but  they  took  them  as  ordinary  articles  of 
merchandise,  to  every  country  where  they  coula 
make  a  profit  on  them,  and  were  fiir  more  exten* 
sively  cng:iged  in  ibis  commerce  than  any  other 
nation  in  the  wnrltl. 

The  opinion  thus  entort;iined  and  acted  upon  in 
England,  was  naturally  impressed  upon  the  colo- 
nies they  fuunded  on  tills  side  of  the  Atlantio. 
And,  accordingly,  a  nepro  of  the  Afrti  in  r.ie<» 
was  regiU'ded  by  them  as  an  article  of  property, 
and  held,  and  bought  and  sold  as  such.  In  every 
one  of  the  thirteen  colonics  which  imited  in 
tlic  Declaration  of  ludi  pendence,  and  afterwards 
formed  the  Constitution  of  tlie  United  States. 
The  slaves  were  more  or  less  numerous  in  the 
diflerent  colonics,  as  slave  labor  was  found  more 
or  lt»ss  profitable.  But  no  one  seems  to  liave 
doubted  the  correctness  of  Uio  prevailing  opiuion 

of  tiie  t»me, 

•  «.•••• 

Tlte  lanauftgo  of  the  Di^daration  of  Inde 
pcudence  is  equally  conclusive : 
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It  begins  by  declaring  that,  **  when  in  (be  ooune 
of  humnn  events  it  becomes  necessary  for  one 
people  to  dissf)}vt>  tha  poljtifal  bands  which  have 
connected  them  with  another,  and  to  assume 
among  ttie  powers  of  the  eeitb  the  leparate  and 
cqiial  station  tc  which  the  laws  of  nature  and  na- 
ture's God  t  titi  le  f  bi  f'v  a  decent  respect  for  the 
opiaioos  of  mankind  ruijuires  that  they  should 
dedare  lite  oeuses  wUoh  impel  tiiem  to  the  sep- 
aration." 

It  then  proceeds  to  say :  "  We  hold  tbese 
truths  to  be  self-evideot :  that  ail  men  are  created 
equal ;  that  they  ore  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  tmalienable  r^ts ;  that  among  them 
is  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hnppincss  ;  that 
to  secure  these  riglits,  govenunents  are  instituted, 
deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  eoosent  of 
the  governed." 

Thi'  general  words  above  quoted  would  seem 
to  embrace  the  whole  httmaa  fiunily,  and  if  they 
were  used  In  «  ^ilar  instmment  aft  lUt  day 
would  be  so  understood.  But  it  is  tOO  detr  f<  r 
distpiitc,  that  till!  e^laved  African  raen  were  not 
intended  to  be  included,  and  formed  no  part  of 
the  jK-ople  who  ftamed  and  adopted  tide  dedam- 
tion ;  for  if  the  lan^^uage,  as  understood  in  that 
day,  would  cmbraw  them,  the  conduct  the 
distingui^ted  men  who  framed  the  Declaration 
of  Independenee  would  have  \9m  utterly  and 
flagrantly  inconsistent  with  the  principles  they 
asserted ;  and  instend  of  the  fjinpathy  of  miin- 
nind,  to  which  they  so  ooniidcntly  appealed,  they 
woald  have  dsMrred  and  toeeiTed  unheml  re- 
buke and  lepcobatioo. 


This  brings  us  to  examine  by  what  provision 
of  the  ConstitatioiR  the  present  ftderal  govern- 
ment,  under  its  delegated  and  reetriotcd  powers, 

is  authorized  to  acquire  territory  outside  of  the 
original  limits  of  the  United  States,  and  what 
powen  it  may  exercise  tiwreln  over  die  person 
or  property  of  a  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
while  it  remains  a  territory",  arid  until  it  shall  h6 
admitted  as  one  ot^  the  status  of  the  Uniuo. 

Theve  is  eerlunly  no  power  given  by  the  Con- 
stitution to  the  federal  government  to  establish 
or  maintain  colonies  bordering  on  the  United 
States  or  at  a  distaooe,  to  be  ruled  and  governed 
at  its  own  pleasnre;  nor  to  enlarge  its  territorial 
limits  in  any  way,  ezospt  by  the  1kPi"H°CT^  of 
Vou  ill  — «7 


new  states.  That  power  is  plainly  given ;  and  if 

a  III  w  state  is  admitted,  it  needs  no  further  legis- 
lation by  Congress,  Incauso  the  Constitution  it- 
self defines  the  relative  rights  and  powers,  and 
duties  of  the  stste,  snd  the  dtisees  of  the  state, 
and  the  federal  government.  But  no  power  ia 
given  to  acquire  a  territory  to  be  held  and  jjov- 
emed  perman^tly  in  that  character. 

And  indeed  the  power  eiseroised  by  Congress 
t(^  acquire  territory  and  establish  a  government 
there,  noeording  to  its  own  unlimited  discretion, 
was  viewed  with  great  jealousy  by  the  leading 
statesmen  oi  the  day.  And  in  t^  Federalist, 
(No.  88,)  written  by  Mr.  Madison,  ho  speaks  {tf 
the  acquisition  of  the  Northwestern  Territory  Ijy 
the  confederated  states,  by  the  cession  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  estaUidunent  of  a  government 
there,  ns  an  exercise  of  power  not  warranted  by 
the  Articles  of  Confederation,  and  dangerous  to 
the  liberties  of  the  people.  And  he  urges  the 
adoption  of  tte  ConatilatloB  aa  n  msutity  and 

;  gnard  agahist  sodi  an  egnrdsa  of  power. 

^Ve  do  not  mc«n,  however,  to  question  the 
power  of  Congress  in  this  respect.  The  power 
to  expand  the  teitltory  of  the  United  States  by 
the  admission  of  now  states  is  pIlMy  given ;  and 
ill  the  oon«itniction  of  this  power  by  all  the  depart 
ments  of  the  government^  it  has  been  held  to  au- 
thorise ilie  aoqniaitioR  of  territory,  not  fit  for  ad- 
mission at  the  time,  but  to  be  admitted  as  soon 
as  its  population  ond  situation  %TOtild  entitle  it  to 
admission.  It  is  acquired  to  become  a  state,  and 
not  to  be  hdd  as  a  colony  and  governed  by  Gon- 
crcss  with  absolute  anthority ;  and  as  the  pro- 
priety of  admitttiic;  a  new  state  is  committed  (o 
the  sound  discretion  of  Congresj,  the  power  to 
ocqulro  tenitory  for  that  purpose,  to  be  held  by 
the  Unitod  States  untU  It  is  in  a  suitable  condition 
to  become  a  state  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
other  states,  must  rest  upon  the  same  discreti<Hi. 
It  is  a  question  ftr  die  poHtloal  department  of 
the  government,  and  not  the  judidal;  and  what- 
ever the  politicnl  department  of  the  government 
shall  recognize  as  within  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  the  judicial  departmeot  is  also  bound  to 
recognize,  and  to  administer  in  it  the  \&w»  of  the 
United  States,  so  far  as  they  apply,  and  to  main- 
tain in  the  territory  the  authority  and  rights  of 
the  government,  and  also  the  personal  rights  and 
ri^ila  of  pioperly  of  inttvidttal  dttena^  •» 
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cured  by  the  Constitution.  All  we  mean  to  say 
on  this  point  is,  that,  as  there  is  no  express  rcff- 
ulatiun  in  tlio  Couslitutiou  lidiniiig  the  power 
wUdi  tlie  geuoni  gownmeiik  may  exereiae  over 
the  person  or  property  of  a  citizen  in  a  territory 
thus  acquired,  the  court  must  ntccssarily  look  to 
the  proTisioiis  and  principles  of  Ibe  Cotu^Lttution, 
and  iti  diatribntioii  of  powen,  jbr  Ihe  ndes  and 
principles  by  which  its  decision  must  be  governed. 

Taking  this  rule  to  guide  us,  it  may  bo  safely 
assumed  that  citizens  of  the  United  States  who 
migrate  to  a  torritorjr  bekn^ng  to  liha  peoplo  of 
the  United  States,  cannot  be  ruled  as  mere  colo- 
nists, dependent  upon  the  will  of  the  general  gov- 
ernment, and  to  bo  governed  by  any  laws  it  may 
tUsk  proper  to  impoae.  TlnpiiiieipleiqHmvlddhi 
our  government  rests,  and  upon  which  alone  they 
continue  to  exist,  is  the  union  of  states,  sovereign 
and  independent  within  their  own  limits  in  their 
intenial  and  domeetie  eonoenia,  and  bound  to- 
gether as  one  j)eoplc  by  a  general  government, 
possessing  certain  enumerated  and  rostrieted  pow- 
era,  delegated  to  it  by  tlie  people  of  the  several 
awtea,  and  exeroUng  auproma  andMrity  trithin 
the  scope  of  the  powers  granted  to  it,  throughout 
the  dominion  of  the  United  State?.  A  power, 
therefore,  in  the  general  government  to  obtain 
and  bdd  ooloniea  and  depeiidoat  territortoay  over 
which  they  miLjlit  legislute  without  restriction, 
would  be  inconsistent  with  its  own  existence  in 
its  presttit  form.  Whatever  it  acquires,  it  ao- 
qoirea  fixr  (be  boiefit  of  ilie  peojde  of  the  aevani 
states  who  created  it.  It  is  their  trustee  acting 
for  them,  and  charged  with  the  duty  of  promoting 
the  intorcsta  of  the  whole  people  of  the  Union  in 
tte  «BieNiae  of  the  powera.  apeclfically  granted. 

At  the  time  when  the  territory  in  question  was 
olitained  by  cession  from  France  it  contained  no 
population  fit  to  be  associated  together  and  ad- 
mitted aa  a  atete;  andittterefimwaaabeolntely 

nc('c^snrv  to  hold  possession  of  it,  im  a  territory 
belonging  to  the  United  States,  until  it  was  settled 
and  inhabited  by  a  civilized  commimity  capable 
flf  aeilCgoremment,  and  in  a  oondition  to  be  ad> 
mittod  on  equal  terms  with  the  other  states  as  a 
member  of  the  Union.  But,  as  we  have  before 
■aid,  it  waa  accquirod  by  the  general  government, 
aa  ttempaMflitBthreaBd  trnatee  of  thep60|de  of 
the  United  States,  and  it  must  therefore  he  held 
In  that  character  for  their  common  and  equal 
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benefit ;  for  it  was  the  people  of  the  several  states, 
actins  through  their  agent  and  representative,  the     '  ' 
fuderal  govurnmcnt,  M'ho  in  fact  acquired  the  ter 
ritoiy  in  qaeetioa,  and  the  govvniinent  bold«  it 
for  their  common  use  until  it  shall  be  associated 
with  the  other  stnU^  as  a  incmher  c  f  the  Unioji. 

But  iffitil  that  time  arr/ves,  it  is  undoubtedly 
neoemary  4iafe  aMne  government  aihoiild  be  ea 
tablished,  in  order  to  organize  society,  and  to  pro 
tect  the  inhabitants  in  their  persons  and  prop- 
erty; and  as  the  people  of  tlte  United  States 
eooM  aot  in  tbia  natter  only  thxoogh  the 
ment  whieh  represented  them,  and  through  which 
tliey  spoice  and  acted  when  the  territory  was  ob- 
tumcd,  it  was  not  only  within  the  scope  of  its 
powera,  bat  it  waa  ita  ditfy  to  paae  auob  lawa  and 
establish  such  a  government  as  wtmld  enable  those 
by  whose  authority  they  acted  to  reap  the  ad* 
vantages  anticipated  from  its  acquisition,  and  to 
gather  there  *  population  wiAA  wonld  enalile  tt  ' 
to  assume  the  position  to  which  it  M-aa  dcj^tinod 
among  the  states  of  the  Union,  The  power  to 
acquire  necessarily  carries  with  it  tlie  power  to 
pieaerve  and  ^ply  to  the  pmpoaee  for  which  it 
was  acquired.  The  f  jrin  of  government  to  be 
established  necessarily  rested  in  the  discretion  of 
Congress.  It  was  their  duty  to  cstabliah  the  one 
that  would  be  beat  auited  ftr  the  protection  and . 
security  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
other  inimbitanta  who  might  be  authorized  to 
take  up  their  abode  there,  and  that  must  always 
depend  vpon  the  codating  eondition  of  die  taRi> 
tory,  as  to  the  number  and  character  of  its  in- 
habitants, and  their  situation  in  tlie  territory.  In 
some  a  government,  consisting  of  persons 
appointod  by  the  ftderal  goremment^  would  beet 
subserve  the  Interests  of  the  territory,  when  the 
uiluibitants  were  few  and  scattered,  and  new  to 
one  ei^other.  In  other  instancea,  it  would  be 
moreadviaaUeto  eonunit  the  powers  of  8elfgov> 
ermiU'nl  to  the  people  who  had  settled  in  the  ter- 
ritory, as  being  the  most  competent  to  determine 
what  was  best  for  their  own  interests.  But  some 
fbnn  of  eivil  anthority  woiild  be  abaolutely  ne^ 
essary  to  organize  and  preserve  civilized  society, 
md  prepare  it  to  become  a  state ;  and  what  is 
the  best  form  must  always  depend  on  the  con- 
ditiott  of  the  territory  at  the  tlims  and  the  ehoka 
of  the  mode  must  depend  upon  the  exorcise  of  a 
discretionary  power  by  Congress,  acting  within 
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(he  wope  of  its  constitutional  authority,  and  not 
infringing  upon  tlic  rights  of  person  or  rights  of 
property  ot  tlie  citizen  who  ini^rlit  go  there  to 
radde,  ur  fiir  any  otiier  lawfiil  pmpoeeb  It  vm 
acquired  by  the  exercise  of  this  discretion,  auJ  it 
must  be  held  and  governed  ia  like  manlier,  uatii 
it  is  iittod  to  be  a  state. 

But  the  power  «f  CongNaa  o<rar  tba  paraoa  or 
property  of  a  citizen  can  never  bo  a  inert;  disi  rt!- 
tionary  power  under  our  Constitution  and  form 
of  government.  The  powers  of  tho  govemment 
and  die  tigbta  and  piiTQegea  of  tiie  dtiaen  are 

regulated  and  jdaiidy  defined  liy  the  Coiistltulloii 
itself.  And  when  tlie  territory  becomes  a  part 
of  tho  United  States,  the  federal  government  ea- 
ten into  poaaeanon  in  the  diaraeter  impaoaaed 
upon  it  Ly  lliose  who  credited  it.  It  enters  upon 
it  with  its  jKJwers  over  tho  citizen  strictly  defined, 
and  limited  by  the  Constitution,  from  which  it 
derivee  ita  own  eziatenoe^  and  by  virtae  of  whkh 
alone  it  continues  to  exist  and  act  as  a  ^rorcnimcnt 
and  sovereignty.  It  has  no  power  of  any  kind 
beyond  it;  and  it  cannot,  when  it  enters  a  terri- 
tory of  the  United  Statea^  pat  off  ita  diaraeter, 
and  assume  discretionnry  or  despotic^  poAvers 
which  the  Constitution  has  denied  to  it.  It  can- 
not create  for  itaelf  a  new  dnwaeter  aeparated 
frou  the  dtiaana  of  the  United  Statea,  and  the 
duties  it  owes  them  tinder  the  proA-isicns  of  tho 
Constitution.  Tho  territory  being  a  part  of  tho 
United  Statea,  the  government  and  the  citizen 
both  enter  it  under  authority  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, with  their  rospeetivo  rights  defined  and 
marked  out ;  and  tho  federal  govcrmncnt  can 
exercise  no  power  orer  hia  peraon  or  prop- 
erty, beyond  what  that  instrument  eonfers, 
nor  lawfully  deny  ^ny  right  whieh  it  haa  ro> 
served. 

A  TeiawCB  to  a  ftw  of  die  proriaiona  of  the 
Conatitnlioa  will  Ulustrate  fliia  proportion. 

For  exninple,  no  one,  we  presume,  will  contend 
tnat  Congress  can  make  any  law  in  a  teiritory 
respecting  the  eatabUduttent  of  religion,  or  the 
free  exercise  thereof^  or  abridging  the  freedom 
of  •'poeeh  or  of  the  press,  or  the  rir»ht  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territory  peaceably  to  assemble,  and 
to  petition  tiuT  goTervoient  Ibr  flie  redrena  of 
grievaaoeai 

Nor  cm  Congress  deny  to  the  people  the  right 
to  keep  and  bear  arms,  nor  the  right  to  trial  by 


jury,  nor  compel  any  one  to  be  a  witlMSa  agaioal 

himself  in  a  criminal  proceeding. 

These  powers,  and  others,  in  relation  to  lights 
of  peraon,  wUeh  it  ia  not  neceaaary  here  to  emi. 
merate,  are,  in  exjiress  and  positive  terms,  denied 
to  the  general  government;  and  tho  rights  of 
private  property  have  been  guarded  witli  equal 
eare^  Thua  tiia  rig^ta  of  property  are  onited 
with  tlie  rights  of  person,  and  jilacod  on  the  same 
ground  by  tho  fiflb  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  provides  that  no  person  shall  be  de- 
prived of  lilb,  liberty,  and  paroperty,  without  due 
process  of  law.  And  an  act  of  Congress  which 
deprives  a  ciUzen  of  the  United  States  of  his 
liberty  or  property,  merely  because  he  came 
himself  or  brou^  Ua  property  into  a  partioolar 
territory  of  the  United  States,  and  who  had  com- 
mitted no  offence  against  the  laws,  could  hardly 
bo  dignified  with  the  name  of  due  process  of 
law. 

So,  too.  it  will  hardlj-  I  r-  contended  that  Con- 
gress could  by  law  quarter  a  soldier  in  a  house 
in  a  territory  without  the  consent  of  the  owner, 
in  time  of  peace;  nor  hi  time  of  war,  but  in  a 
manner  prescribed  by  law.  Nor  coTild  they  by 
law  forfeit  the  property  of  a  citizen  in  a  territory, 
who  was  convicted  of  treason,  for  a  longer  period 
than  die  life  of  the  peraon  convicted;  nor  take 
priv  at:  property  foT  p«b]io  use without  joat  oom- 
pcnsation. 

The  powen  <rw  peraon  and  property  of  which 
wo  speak  are  not  only  not  granted  to  Congreaa, 

but  are  in  express  terms  denied,  :uid  tliey  are  for- 
bidden to  exercise  them.  And  this  prohibition 
b  not  confined  to  the  atatea,  but  die  worda  are 
general,  and  extmA  to  the  wholo  tanritory  over 
which  the  Gmstitiition  gives  it  power  to  legislate, 
including  those  portions  of  it  remainhig  under 
tcrritraial  gpvemment,  as  well  as  that  covered 
by  atatea.  It  ia  a  total  abaenoe  9t  power  every* 
where  within  the  dominion  of  the  United  States, 
and  places  the  citizens  of  a  territory,  so  far  as 
these  rights  are  oonoemed,  on  the  some  footing 
with  the  ddaena  of  die  atatea,  and  gnarda  them 
as  firmly  and  plaiidy  against  any  inroads  which 
the  general  government  might  attempt,  imdcr 
the  plea  of  implied  or  incidental  powers.  And 
if  Ou^Sreaa  itaelf  cannot  do  tUa— if  it  ia  beyond 
the  powers  conferred  on  the  federal  government 
—it  will  be  admitted,  we  presume,  that  it  could 
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not  authorize  a  territorial  |i;oTemiueut  to  exer- 
cise them.  It  could  confLr  no  pow<T  on  any  local 
government,  established  hj  its  uuthuril^,  to  vio- 
lato  tlie  provisiaDf  of  the  Ootutitatioo. 

It  seems,  however,  to  be  supposed,  that  there 
is  a  diffcrcneo  Ix  tvv.'*'ti  a  prnpcrty  in  a  slave  and 
otlier  properly-,  una  that  diliereiit  rules  may  be 
applied  to  it  In  «zpoiun£Dg  tlie  Consfitiitian  of 
tl]^  United  States.  And  the  laws  and  usages  of 
nations,  and  the  •srritings  of  eminent  jurists  upon 
the  relation  of  master  and  slave  and  their  mutual 
rights  and  duties,  aod  the  pmren  whioh  gawm- 
nicnts  may  exercise  over  liKve  Iwen  dwelt  Up- 
on in  the  argument. 

But  in  considering  tlie  quesstion  before  us,  it 
wxuk  be  Ikkim  In  ndnd  that  diere  ia  no  law  of 
nations  .standing  between  the  people  of  the  United 
States  and  their  government,  and  interfering  with 
their  relation  to  each  other.  The  powers  of  the 
gofamnwt,  and  tihe  ri^ita  of  Che  cltlaen  under 
it,  are  positive  and  practical  regulations  plainly 
•\ifrittcn  down.  The  people  of  the  United  States 
have  delegated  to  it  certain  enumerated  powers, 
and  fitrbidden  it  to  exeieiaQ  othen.  It  baa  no 
power  over  the  person  or  property  of  a  citizen  but 
what  the  citi^rcns  of  the  United  States  have  grnnt- 
ed„  And  no  laws  or  usages  of  other  nations,  or 
nawMdng  of  Btateamen  or  juriala  upon  the  rela^ 
tioii.s  of  iiiasfiT  and  slave,  can  enlarge  tlie  powers 
of  the  government,  or  take  from  the  citizens  the 
rights  they  have  reserved.  And  if  the  Constitu- 
tion reoognizes  the  ri^t  of  proper^  of  die  master 
in  a  slrive,  and  make-s  no  distinction  between  that 
description  of  property  and  other  property  owned 
bjr  a  citizen,  no  tribunal,  acting  under  the  author- 
ity Oftbe  United  taea,'wfaet]ierit  be  legidatlve, 
exeeiitive,  or  judicial,  ho-s  a  right  to  draw  such  a 
distinction,  or  deny  to  it  the  henefit  of  the  pro\'i- 
aions  and  guarantees  which  have  been  provided 
for  the  protection  of  private  jdvpertj  agidnst  the 
WTHwhnmntt  of  tbe  govenuneut* 


Now,  as  we  have  already  said  iu  an  earlier  part 
of  this  opinion,  upon  a  dilTi  ri  nt  point,  the  ri!»ht 
of  property  ui  a  slave  is  distinctly  and  expressly 
alErmed  in  tbe  Oonslitntion.  The  right  to  traffio 
in  it,  like  an  ordinary  article  of  merchandise  and 
property,  "was  p^aranteed  to  tlie  citi7on«  of  the 
United  States,  in  every  state  that  might  desire  it, 
for  twenty  yean.  And  the  government,  in  ex- 
press terms,  is  pledged  to  protect  it  in  all  fhtore 
time,  if  the  plave  escape  from  his  owner.  This 
is  done  in  plain  words — too  plain  to  be  niisuo* 
dentood.  AndnowofdcubelbundintlieOoi^ 
stitution  which  gives  Congress  a  greater  power 
over  slave  property,  or  ^Thich  entitles  property 
of  that  kind  to  less  protection  than  property  of 
enj  other  description.  The  only  power  oonfimed 
is  the  jM.wcr  coupled  with  the  duty  of  gnardbg 
and  protecting  the  owner  in  his  rights. 

Upon  those  considerations,  it  is  tlie  opuiiou  of 
the  court  that  the  act  of  Googreee  which  pro 
hiliited  a  citizen  from  holding  and  owning  pro^ 
erty  of  tliis  kind  in  the  territory  of  the  Ignited 
States  north  of  the  lino  therein  mentioned,  is  not 
w«R«nted  by  the  Cooetitoiion,  and  is  thereibire 

Void  ;  and  that  neitluT  Drcd  Srott  him.sclf,  nor 
any  of  his  fiimily,  were  made  free  by  being  car- 
ried into  this  territory ;  even  if  they  had  been 
carried  tiiere  by  lihe  ownefi  with  the  intention  of 
beeoming  a  permaaoit  resident 

Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  it  is  the  judgm^t 
of  this  cotiTt,  that  it  appeara  by  the  record  befiire 
us,  that  the  plaintiff  in  error  is  not  a  citizen  ot 
Missouri,  in  the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  used 
in  the  Constitution;  and  that  tho  Circuit  Court 
of  the  United  States,  Ibr  tiiat  reisoii,  hid  no  Jn- 
risdiction  in  tho  case,  and  could  give  no  judgment 
in  it.  Its  judgment  for  tho  defendant  must^  con- 
sequently, be  reversed,  and  a  mandate  inned, 
diieoting  the  anit  to  be  dismisBed  fat  want  of  jii> 
fifldiotkn 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


19S7-1858. 

OPENING  OF  13  UC  II  A  NAN'S  A  D  >[I  N I  ST  RATION. 

laaqgomtioa  of  Jame*  BiMthman— ^Hia  Inao^nml  Address  — The  aew  cabioat  —  Oovernor  WaUcor  in  Ean- 
Oooneof  ftlRdnithan— Lseomptoa  Gon^titiitlon  —  Vote  on  tMaquGstion — Momona,  and  troable* 
in  Utab — Foreign  flifTicultir-:*   •  Financial  distress  —  T!u^  Thirty-fif'h  Coiitrrfr's  —  Extracts  from  the  Prec 
deot'a  Meaaago  — Kaosas  question  in  Gongiem —  Walker'a  filiboatering  and  result  —  Minnesota  and  Oregoo 
admitted  Into  the  UnSon— TioaUes  In  tlie  Oulf  with  Biitiah israiaen — Atltatle  Tekgaph— i 
Joidngi,  eto. 


Oir  Wednesday,  Maawih  4th,  1867,  tLe 
Tisaal  ceremonies  oosnected  with  the 
opening  if  a  new  administration  were 

o])^ervt;d  at  the  city  of  "Wa«liington. 
The  president  elect  reached  the  seat  of 
government  early  on  the  3d  of  March, 
and,  soon  after  noon  the  next  day,  he 
made  his  nppearnTioo  in  the  Senate- 
oliamber,  where  wore  assembled 
the  vice-president,  John  C. 
Breek^oridge  (who  had  just  taken  the 
oath  of  office),  the  members  of  the 
Senate,  the  Supreme  Court  judges,  the 
diplomatic  corps,  and  others  connected 
with  the  goyemment.  At  one  o^dock, 
Mr.  Buchanan,  accompanied  by  a  great 
crowd  of  citizens,  bv  th(?  militarv  of 
the  Disti  iet  of  Columbia,  civic  compa- 
nies, etc.,  proceeded  to  the  easteni  por- 
tico of  the  capitol,  and,  following  the 
time-honored  custom  of  those  who  had 
preceded  him,  he  deHvered  his  Inaugu- 
ral address.  Its  length  was  not  great, 
and  the  sentiments  and  views  of  the 
new  pre^dent  were  set  forth  in  mode- 
rate terms,  and  gave  assurance  of  his 
desire  to  cany  out,  during  his  admin* 


istntlioD,  the  principles  to  which  his 
whole  political  life  had  been  devo- 
ted. Having  detennined  not  to  be- 
ccmie  a  candidate  for  reflection,  he 
congratulated  lils  countrymen  upon 
the  noble  spectacle  of  the  quiet  sub- 
mission of  the  minority  to  tlio  ma- 
jority, and  expressed  his  conviction, 
that,  by  oai  lyiriLC  out  this  principle,  the 
question  of  domestic  slaveiy  iu  the 
territcMies  n^ht  most  readily  be  set* 
tied.  "Nothing  can  be  feiier,"  he  re- 
marked, ^than  to  leave  the  people  of  a 
territory  fiee  fiom  all  foreign  interfer- 
ence to  decide  their  own  destiny  for 
themselves,  subject  only  to  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  States.  The 
whole  territorial  question  Ix-ing 

.  .  lasff* 

thus  setllcd  upon  the  prineij)le 
of  populai'  sovereignty — a  principle  as 
ancient  as  free  government  itself — 
everything  of  a  practical  nature  has 
been  decided,  and  no  other  question 
remains  ibr  adjurtment,  because  all 
agree  that,  under  the  Constitution, 
slavery  in  tlic  states  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  any  human  power,  except  that 
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of  tbe  respective  states  tliemselves 
wherein  it  exists.  May  we  not,  then, 
liope  tliat  tbe  long  agitation  on  this 
B'abjfict  i»  approacbing  its  end,  and  that 
the  gec^raphical  parties  to  which  it 
has  given  Lli  ili,  80  mnch  dreadcnl  Ly 
tlie  fiither  of  his  countrj",  will  sjteedily 
Iccome  extinct?"  "Throughout  the 
\\  liolc  progress  of  this  asritafion,  which 
lias  ticarcely  known  any  intermission  for 
more  than  t^venty  yoni^,  while  it  Jias 
been  pi-oductive  of  no  j)os)iti\  e  good  to 
any  human  being,  it  haa  been  tiie  pro- 
lific Bonroe  of  great  erila  to  the  master, 
to  the  elave,  and  to  the  whole  country; 
it  haB  alienated  and  estranged  the  peo- 
ple of  the  sister  states  from  each  other, 
and  has  even  seriously  endangered  the 
very  existence  of  the  UTiion."  "This 
question  of  domestic  slavery  of  far 
greater  importance  than  any  mere  po- 
litical questiou,  because,  should  the  ag^i- 
tation  continue,  it  may  eventually  eiidau- 
ger  the  personsj  safety  of  alai^  portion 
of  our  countiymm  where  the  institu- 
tion existe.  hi  that  even^  no  form  of 
government,  however  prodnetive  of 
material  benefits,  can  compensate  for 
the  loss  of  peace  and  domestic  security 
around  the  family  altar.  Let  every 
Union-loving  man,  therefore,  exert  his 
best  influence  to  8uppre«is  t]]is  nfjita- 
tion,  which,  since  the  recent  legiijlatioii 
of  Congress,  is  withont  any  legitimate 
object^'  Let  every  American  ^reflect 
upon  the  terrific  evils  which  would  re- 
sult from  disunion  to  every  portion  of 
the  confederacy — to  tlj(  North  not 
more  than  to  the  South,  to  the  iilast 
not  more  than  to  the  West.'' 

After  speuki It L--  of  tlie  unusual  fact, 
via. ;  there  being  a  surpiua  in  the  treas- 1 


ury,  and  urging  its  appropriation  to 
"great  national  objects,"  lie  advocated 
a  strict  construction  of  the  powers  of 
the  government,''  and  the  cultivation  of 
**peaoe^  commerce  and  friendship  mth 
all  nations."  He  concluded  his  address 
by  "  humbly  invoking  the  blessing  of 
Divine  Providence  on  this  great  people." 

Havinu  finished  the  readinL?  of  his  In- 
augural  addre^'s,  the  fifteenth  ])resident 
took  the  outli  of  (jfliee,  which  was  ad- 
ministered to  him  l)y  Chiel-justicc  Ta- 
ney, and  entered  upon  the  high  and 
responsible  duties  of  his  station.  Being 
a  long-tried,  almost  veteran  statesman; 
an  able  advocate  and  defimder  of  the 
principles  of  the  democratic  party,  who 
had  raised  him  to  his  lol'ty  position ; 
and  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
routine  of  executive  duties,  ^Ir.  Bu- 
chanan, so  far  as  it  was  permitted  to 
form  an  opinion  of  the  future,  and 
what  it  might  bring  forth,  had  every 
reason  to  felidtate  himself  npon  a 
peaceful,  prosperous,  and  satisfactory 
administration. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  select 
ed  as  members  of  the  new  cabinet: 
Lewis  Cass,  of  Michigan,  was  appoint- 
ed secretary'  of  state ;  Howell  Cobb,  of 
Georgia,  secretary  of  the  treasury; 
John  B.  Floyd,  of  Virginia,  secrctju  y  of 
war;  Isaac  Toucey,  of  Connecticut,  &ec- 
retary  of  the  navy ;  Jacob  Thompson, 
of  Mississippi,  sec]  etar}-  of  the  interior ; 
Aaron  V.  Brown,  of  Tennessee,  post- 
master-^;encral ;  and  Joemiah  8.  Blad^ 
of  Pennsylvania,  attorney-gen- 
eral. The  Senate  confirmed 
these  appointments  without  dilBcidty; 
and  the  session  havinf^  lasted  till 
the   14th  of  March,  during  which 
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several  matters  of  pablie  interort  were 

discussed,  particularly  tbe  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  for  the  setUemrat.of  tlie 
Central  x^jnericoTi  qiiefstion,  the  Senate 
completed  its  laltors  and  adjourned. 

As  we  have  stated  (p.  523),  Rob- 
ert J.  W  alker  was  appointed  hy  the 
new  president,  in  the  latter  part  of 
March,  Gov^emor  of  EansaSy  and  he 
waa  specially  inatmcted  to  see  that 
every  loyal  voter  be  allowed  to  express 
his  free  and  independent  opinion  by 
his  vote  upon  the  exciting  question  of 
slaver}',  or  no  slavery,  in  Kansas.  Gov. 
Walker,  having  reached  Leavenworth 
at  the  close  of  May,  isKiicd  a 
address  to  the  people,  set- 
ting forth  hi8  views  as  to  the  existing 
state  of  affairs  and  his  determination 
^  to  see  that  all  oonstitotional  laws  are 
Itally  and  £iirly  executed."  The  ftee- 
■tate  men  maintained  dieir  attitude  of 
opposition  to  the  legislative  assembly 
and  its  acts;  bnl^  by  the  jndicions  ac- 
tivity of  the  governor,  much  of  the  ex- 
citement was  snbdned.     He  havinsr 
rnveij    cissnrances   that  the  election 
should  not  be  interfered  with,  by  out- 
siders i'vom  any  (^uurter,  tlie  free-state 
men  assembled  at  the  polls,  early  in 
October,  and  by  a  majority  of  nearly 
4000,  succeeded  in  electing  11  J.  Pa^ 
rott  as  delegate  to  Congress,  and  the 
laiger  number  of  tiie  oonnoilmen  and 
nepiesentatives. 

Soon  after  the  election,  the  constitu- 
tional convention,  whicli  had  held  a 
meeting  in  September,  re-assenibled  at 
Lecompton,  and  adopted  a  constitution, 
in  which  it  was  declared,  that  the  right 
of  owufsn  to  IliMr  slaves  was  invio- 
lable: it  was  also  provided,  that  the  leg- 


islature should  never  pass  a  law  emazv 

cipatinn;  the  slaves.  On  this  provinon 
alone  the  electorawcre  to  vote,  and  the 
ballots  cast  were  to  be  endorsed, 
"  Constitution  with  slavery or,  '*  Con- 
stitutiou  with  no  slavery so  that, 
however  objectionable  the  proposed 
constitution  might  be,  there  waa  no 
alternative;  it  was  certainly  to  be 
adopted.  There  was  also  inserted  a 
proviso,  dedating  that  no  amendment 
could  be  adopted  previous  to  1864. 
As  might  be  suppraed,  great  excite* 
ment  was  caused  in  Kansas  by  the 
action  of  the  convention,  and  Gov. 
Walker  was  chagrined  to  tind  that  his 
pledges  of  subniitting  ev«  rytliinL:  to 
the  vote  of  the  people  were  \s  hoiiy  dis- 
regarded, Being  in  Washington  early 
in  December,  and  finding  that  the  presi- 
dent approved  the  action  of  the  con* 
vention,  Gov.  Walker  rssigned  his  office 
and  gave  his  reasons  in  an  dabofate 
paper  addressed  to  the  secretary  of 
state.  Mr.  J.  W.  Deuvei-,  of  CalIfo^ 
nia,  soon  after  becarTio  liis  successor. 

At  the  election  in  Uecember,  tor  the 
adoption  or  rejection  of  the 
slav  ery  clause,  the  vote  returned 
was  little  over  6000,  more  than  half  of 
which  came  from  countiee  aloi^  the 
Missouri  border,  where  the  loyal  voters 
did  not  number  over  1000.  The  legis- 
lature, at  a  special  session,  determined 
to  submit  the  Lecompton  constitution 
to  the  direct  vote  the  people,  on  the 
4th  of  January,  which  resulted  iu  a 
majority  of  more  thau  1U,D00  votes 
against  it.  The  Kansas  question  occu- 
pied a  lai^e  share  of  the  attention  of 
Congresa  The  Senate  voted  to  admit 
the  new  state  with  the  Lecompton  eon- 
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Gtitution,  but  tlie  House  disagreed.  Va- 
rious plans  ^vere  jjrojiused,  and  Ijiially 
a  bill  was  passed  wbicli  submiLled  the 
whole  matter  to  the  decision  of  the 
people  of  Kansas.  An  election  was 
held  August  8d,  1858,  and  the 
Lecompton  constitution  was 
agidn  rejected  by  10,000  majority.  A 
little  prevlou.s  to  thiSi  a  cxinveDtion  of 
the  people  of  Kansas  met  and  framed  a 
new  constitution,  which  was  ratified  by 
a  decided  majority  of  thf  inhabitants. 
Governor  Denver  resigned,  and  Samuel 
Medary,  of  Ohio,  was  appointed  his 
sacccsaor. 

In  a  brief  note  (see  p.  423),  we 
called  attmtbn  to  the  positbn  of  the 
Mormon  aect  in  the  far  West,  and  thdr 
evid«it  detMiminaition  to  resist  the  au- 
thority of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment. Brigham  Young,  ^^  Iuj  succeeded 
Smith  m  leader  of  tlie  Mormons,  Lad 
established  hiius-  if  in  Utah,  and  made 
S^alt  Jjike  City  his  headquarters.  Con- 
siderable additions  to  the  sect  were  ob- 
tained from  abroad,  and  in  1849  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  oiganize  a  state 
under  the  name  of  Deaeret ;  a  constitu- 
tion was  also  formed  and  aeat  to  Wash* 
tngton,  bat  Congress  refused  its  assent 
to  the  Mormon  application.  The  terri- 
tory of  Utah  having  been  organized  by 
Congress,  September  9th,  1850,  Presi- 
dent Fillmore  a|)])oijitcd  Brijxhntn 
Young  its  first  govei'ii(^>r.  This  daring 
and  active  leader  of  the  "  Latter  Day 
SaintV  tmsting  probably  to  the  great 
distance  of  TTtali  from  the  Capital,  and 
to  the  despotic  power  which  he  exer- 
cised over  his  followers,  soon  after  took 
occasilon  to  manifest  his  contemf  t  for 
the  laws  of  the  United  States.  The 


judges  of  the  Federal  Courts  felt  com- 
pelled to  leave  the  territory ;  and 
Colotiel  Steptoe,  of  the  Army,  was  ap- 
pointed Governor  of  Utah.  He  ar- 
rived in  the  territory  in  August,  1654 ; 
but  after  spending  the  winter  in  Salt 
'  Lake  City,  with  anything  but  satis&c- 
tion,  he  deemed  it  expedient  to  take  his 
departure.  Other  United  States  officers 
met  with  worse  treatment,  and  the 
spii'it  of  hatred  on  the  part  of  the  Mor- 
mons towards  the  "  Gentiles,"  was  ac- 
ti\  e  and  insulting.  In  February,  1856,  a 
mob  of  these  fanatics  broke  up  the  sit- 
tings of  the  United  States  Court,  and 
compelled  Judge  Drummond  to  adjourn 
aine  die»  F^dent  Buchanan  deter- 
mined to  remove  Toung  from  the  gov- 
emm!ahq>,  and  to  send  a  military  faree 
sufficient  to  protect  the  federal  officers 
in  the  discharge  of  their  duties^  and  to 
compel  obedience  to  the  laws.  In  the 
spring  ®f  1867,  Alfred  C'urn- 
ming.  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs,  was  appointed  Governor  of 
Utah,  and  entered  at  once  upon  his  du- 
ties. Judge  Eckels,  of  Indiana,  was 
appointed  Chiefjustice^  and  delivwed  a 
chaigeto  the  Grand  Jury  against  po- 
lygamy. A  starong  force,  consisting  of 
2,500  men,  was  sent  under  command  of 
Colonel  Joljiiston,  to  aid  in  enforcing 
order.  Bi  igbam  Yoiitig  denounced  the 
approaching  anny  as  a  mob,  and  t!)e 
Mornjou.s,  under  his  guulanc(-,  deler- 
miued  to  resist  the  United  States  au- 
thority. Many  and  grievous  oc»up3aints 
were  made;  several  overt  acts  were 
comnutted;  and,  in  November,  Gover- 
nor Camming  declared  the  territory  in 
a  state  of  rebellion.  Vaiiou.s  efforts 
towards  promoting  peace  met  with  par 
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tial  success  ;  and,  in  the  spring  of 
^^g^  1858,  hostile  demonstrations  vir- 
tually ceased.  Couimis§iouerr? 
from  "Wa.^liingtnii,  with  the  presideut's 
proclamatiuu,  otfering  pardon  to  all  who 
promised  to  sabmit  to  the  laws,  suc- 
ceeded, m  the  coDzse  of  the  simmier,  in 
brin^g  the  Mormon  leaden  to  ao* 
knowledge,  in  terms  at  least^  the  federal 
authoiity.  Tlie  United  States  troops 
entered  Salt  Lake  Valley,  and  remained 
there  till  ]\ray,  18G0,  when  they  Were 
withdrawn  from  the  territon,'. 

During  the  .summer,  several  matters 


•  nif-^  questions  gn-vf  out  of  (Li-  mussiu  rf  nt  Pan- 
una,  in  April,  1856,  and  the  ^jpiarantei-ing  the  fico  and 
p«fcet  il^t  of  pHHgB  ■oDM  tht  bOiimMk 


Stocks  suddenly  fell ;  numerous  failurPH 
took  place;  a  panic  ensued  in  Septem- 
ber; many  of  the  bank^  failed  ;  and  .sp»> 
cie  payments  were  suspended.  Tho 
result  of  all  which  was,  a  general  feel- 
ing of  inaecttrity.  aa  to  money  matters, 
and  a  very  heavy  blow  to  nearly  all 
the  bitwchee  of  industry  on  which  the  I 
people  principany  depended  for  means 
of  support  Hcturn  of  confidence  was 
very  slow,  and  the  ill  effects  of  the 
pressure  omthraed  fa  into  the  next 
year. 

Under  such  a  state  of  things  the 
Thirty-fifth  Congress  assembled,  on  the 
7th  of  December,  for  its  iirst  session. 
J.  L.  Orr,  of  South  Cbrolinay 
was  elected  Speaker  of  tiie 
House,  and  the  Administration  had  a 
decided  majority  in  both  branches  of 
the  National  Legislators;  Piresident 
Buchanan  sent  in  his  message  the  next 
djiv.  Tn  it  ho  took  occasion  to  discn^s 
the  Unaucial  condition  of  atiaire  in  the 
country,  the  differing  views  of  the  Brit- 
ish and  American  Goverumentii  as  to 
the  dayton-Bidwer  treaty,  and  tho 
position  of  Central  American  affaira 
He  entered  at  lai^  into  an  exposition 
of  the  Kansas  question  in  its  various 
relations,  and  the  serious  disturbances 
in  Utah ;  and  having  made  various  re- 
commendations', the  President  conclud- 
ed witli  asking  to  iitn  e  .'ill  l)ill.<  for  his 
approval  sent  to  liim  houiu  few  dnys  at 
least  before  the  adjournment  of  Con- 
gress.  An  extract  or  two  will  suffice  to 
set  forth  the  views  contained  in  the 
message  on  the  several  topics  which 
Mr.  Buchanan  thought  it  necessary  to 
lay  before  Congress. 

1    Having  spoken  of  ^e  laige  number 


of  moment  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  President  and  his  advisers. 
The  war  in  CSUna  reqriiied  a 
large  increase  In  our  sq^uadron,  in  order 
to  protect  American  interests,  and  the 
Hon.  W.  B.  Heed  was  sent  as  Ifinister 
from  the  United  States  to  that  country. 
The  British  Government  presented  va- 
rious objections  to  the  treat}'  referred 
to  alx)ve  (p.  535),  The  United  States 
agreed  to  pay  tlie  uppoi-tioued  aum  of 
$;jSU,UOO  to  Denmark,  iu  lieu  of  the 
Sound  Duties.  The  New  Granada  Go- 
vernment was  mtwilllng  to  settle  the 
grave  questions  in  dispute*  on  the 
terms  proposed  by  onr  Commissioner, 
]^Ir.  Hone,  and  it  was  thought  best  to 
increase  the  naval  force  in  the  Gulf 
Many  of  the  Indian  tribes  also,  in  the 
extreme  west,  manifested  great  hostil- 
ity, and  committed  several  outrages  re- 
quiiiug  punishment 

Financial  difficulUed  and  troubles 
also  iu  the  community,  caused  gi^eat 
exdtement  throughout  the  country. 
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of  State  banks,  amomting  to  fourteen 
hundred  or  more,  and  the  vast  and 
alarming  increase  of  pajDer  currency,  he 
remarked  : — Thus  it  appears  that 
tLese  banks,  iu  the  aggregate,  have 
couf^idei'ably  less  than  one  ilollar  in 
seven  of  gold  and  silver  compaied  with 
Uieir  cirnilatioD  and  deposits.  It  was 
palpable,  therefon^  that  the  veiy  first 
pressure  must  drive  th^  to  anspendoii^ 
and  deprive  the  people  of  a  oonTerdble 
cmrenc}',  with  all  its  disastrous  conse- 
quences. It  is  truly  worulci'ful  that 
they  should  liave  so  long  continnod  to 
preserve  their  credit,  when  a  demand 
for  the  payment  of  one  seventh  of  their 
immediate  liabilities  would  havednven 
them  into  insolvency.  And  this  is  the 
oondition  of  the  bonks,  notwithstanding 
that  foor  hnndfed  milliona  of  gold  from 
Galifoniiabaveflowedin  upon  us  within 
the  last  eight  years,  and  the  tide  still 
continuefi  to  flow*  Indeed,  such  has 
been  the  extravagance  of  bank  credits 
that  the  l^anks  now  hold  a  considerably 
less  amount  of  specie,  either  in  proiX)r- 
tion  to  their  capital  or  to  their  circula- 
tion and  deposits  combined,  than  they 
did  before  the  disoovery  of  goldinOal- 
ifonua  Whilst  in  the  year  1848  their 
specie,  in  proportion  to  their  capital, 
was  more  than  equal  to  one  dollar  for 
four  and  a  half,  in  1857  it  does  not 
amount  to  one  dollar  for  every  six  dol- 
lars and  thirty-three  cents  of  their  cap- 
ital. In  the  year  .1848  the  specie  was 
equal,  within  a  very  small  fraction,  to 
one  dollar  in  five  of  their  circulation 
and  deposits ;  in  1857  it  is  not  equal  to 
one  dollar  in  seven  and  a  haHf  of  their 
cireulation  and  deposits.  From  this 
statement  it  is  easy  to  account  for  our 


financial  history  for  the  last  forty  years. 
It  has  been  a  history  of  extravf^ant 
expansions  in  the  business  of  the  coun- 
try, follo\'r  d  V»y  ruinous  contractions." 

"  Congiess,  in  my  opinion,  possess 
the  power  to  pass  a  uniform  bankrupt 
law  applicable  to  all  banking  institu- 
tions iinDOghont  the  United  States,  and 
I  strongly  recommend  its  exemsa  lliis 
would  make  it  the  ineversible  organic 
law  of  each  bank's  existence^  that  a 
suspension  of  specie  payments  shall 
produce  its  civil  death.  The  instinct  of 
self-pro>rrvation  would  then  compel  it 
to  perform  its  duties  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  escape  the  penalty  and  preserve 
itd  life.  The  existence  of  banks  aud 
the  circulation  of  bank  paper  are  so 
identified  with  the  habits  ^onr  people, 
that  they  cannot,  at  this  day,  be  sad 
denly  abolished  without  nmdi  immedi- 
ate injury  to  the  coimtry.  If  we  could 
confine  them  to  their  appropriate  sphere, 
and  prevent  them  from  adniinisteriug 
to  the  spirit  of  wild  aud  reckless  spec- 
ulation by  extravagant  loans  and  issues, 
they  might  l>e  continued  with  advan- 
tage to  the  public.'* 

The  sflSurg  of  Kansas  and  Utah  were 
disenased  very  AiOy,  as  above  noted 
In  regard  to  the  former,  the  Cresident 
said: — ^''Whether  Kansas  shall  be  a 
free  or  a  slave  State  must  eventually, 
under  some  authority,  be  dedded  by 
an  election;  and  the  question  can  never 
be  more  clearly  or  distinctly  presented 
to  the  people  than  it  is  at  the  present 
moment.  Should  this  cpportunity  be 
rejected,  she  may  be  involved  for  yeara 
in  domestic  discord,  and  possibly  in 
dvil  war,  before  she  can  again  make  up 
the  issue  now  so  fortunately  tendered. 
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and  again  reach  the  point  she  has  al- 
ready attained.  Ksoaaa  has  for  some 
years  occupied  too  much  of  the  pubHc 
i  attention.  It  is  high  time  this  shonld 

be  direc  ted  to  for  more  important  ob- 
jects. When  once  admitted  into  the 
Union,  whether  with  or  without  slav- 
ery, the  excitement  beyoud  her  own 
limits  will  speedily  pa88  away,  and  she 
will  then,  for  the  first  time,  Ije  left,  a:3 
she  ought  to  have  been  long  since,  to 
manage  her  own  affiurs  in  her  own 
way." 

As  to  the  "Latte^Day  Saints^"  in 

Utah,  the  President  spoke  strongly : — 
"The  people  of  Utah,  almost  exclusive- 
ly belong  to  this  church,  and  belie v in cr, 
with  a  fanatical  spirit,  that  Brigham 
Young  is  goreraor  of  the  territory  by 
Divine  appoiutinent,  they  obey  his 
coiumauds  as  it"  these  were  direct  reve- 
lations from  Heaven.  If,  therefore,  he 
chooses  that  his  govemmoit  shall  come 
into  collision  with  the  go7enini«it  of 
the  United  States,  the  members  of  the 
Mormon  church  will  yield  implicit  obe- 
dience to  his  will.  Unfortunately,  ex- 
isting facts  leave  but  little  doubt  that 
such  is  his  determination.  .  ,  .  He 
knows  that  the  continuance  of  his  dcs- 
potic  power  depends  upon  the  exclusion 
of  all  settlers  from  the  territor}-^,  except 
those  who  will  acknowledge  his  divine 
mission  and  implicitly  obey  his  will; 
and  that  an  enlightened  public  opinion 
there  would  soon  prostrate  institutions  at 
war  with  the  laws  both  of  God  and  man. 
;  He  has,  therefore,  for  several  years,  in 
order  to  maintain  his  indepfTidence, 
been  industriously  employed  in  collect- 
ing and  falirlcating  arms  and  munitions 
of  war,  and  in  discipliuiug  the  Mor- 
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mons  tor  military  servica  .  .  .  No 
wise  government  will  lightly  estimate 
the  efforts  which  may  be  inspired  by 
snch  frenzied  &natieism  as  exi^  among 

the  Mormons  in  Utah.  This  is  the  first 
i*6belUon  which  has  existed  in  oar  ter- 
ritories; and  humanity  itself  requires 
that  ^ye  t^hould  put  it  down  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  shall  be  the  last." 

Having  recommended  tlie  Pacific 
Railroad  to  the  attention  of  Congress 
the  raiung  four  additional  r^ments 
for  the  army,  the  constroction  of  ten 
war  steameifs  of  light  dranght,  and  t» 
rions  other  matters,  Mr.  Bnchanan  con* 
eluded  his  message  with  some  sensible 
advice  as  to  the  advantages  and  necessi- 
ty of  "  wise  and  judicious  economy  both 
in  public  and  private  expenditures." 

The  all'aii-s  of  Kansas  caused  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  excitement  in  Con- 
gress. Several  propositions  were 
brought  forwai^d,  disensBed,  and  voted 
upon;  but  parly  diflfeicnoes  and  see* 
tional  views  were  too  strong  to  allow 
any  harmonious  or  decisive  action  to 
take  place.  The  president  manifestly 
leaned  towards  tlio  pro-slavery  aide  of 
the  question,  and  thrcAV  all  the  weight 
of  his  influence  in  favor  of  those  who 
were  determined  to  force  the  Lecomp- 
ton  constitution  upon  Kansas.  Sena- 
tor Douglas  enei^getically  opposed  the 
views  and  purposes  of  the  president, 
and  of  that  part  of  the  democratic 
party  who  agreed  with  him.  In  the 
House  also,  a  considerable  number  of 
the  democrats  voted  a^c^Qst 
the  policy  of  the  administra- 
tion. After  many  disarrreemeiits  be- 
tween the  two  House??,  a  proposition 
of  Mr.  Montgomery   was  adopted. 
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'  April  SOth,  hy  a  mull  migority. 

By  this  bill  valuable  bounties  were 
oifered  to  tbo  people  of  Kansas,  in 
tlie  way  of  public  lands  to  be  do- 
nated to  tbeui  for  scliools,  etc.  There 
was  also  added,  us  a  I'urthtT  induce- 
ment, live  per  cent,  of  the  net 
cceds  of  the  sales  of  all  public  lands 
witHn  the  State*  If  the  people  accept- 
ed ihese  oflEbra^  Eanaas  was  to  he  ad< 
mitted  at  once  into  the  Union  with  the 
Leoompton  oonatitution ;  if  they  re- 
jected them,  tiie  admission  of  the  new 
state  was  pos^ned  indefinitely.  The 
question,  as  we  have  already  noted, 
'  (p.  536),  was  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  most  decidedly  rejected. 

Wiilker,  of  w  hose  iilibnstering" 
eii'orts  some  notice  1ms  aheady  been 
taken  (see  pp.  616,  617),  attempted 
another  expedition  against  Nicaragua, 
in  Korember,  1867.  He  suooeeded  in 
escaping  the  vigilance  of  the  United 
States  ofiicei-8,  and  landed  in  Kic  ii  ngua ; 
but  Commodore  Paulding,  of 
the  United  States  frigate  Wa- 
bash, arriving  early  in  December,  and 
deeming  it  bis  duty,  under  the  presi- 
dent's ordei-s,  took  a  sufficient  force  on 
shore  and  arrested  Walker  and  his  com- 
pany. The  president,  in  reply  to  the 
call  for  information,  sent  a  message  to 
Congress^  in  whicht  although  he  com- 
mended the  motives  of  Commodore 
Paulding,  he  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that 
ho  had  "committed  a  gr-ave  error." 
Deeming  it  "lieyond  que5!tion  tiie  des- 
tiny of  our  race  to  spread  themselves 
over  the  Continent  of  North  America, 
and  this  at  no  distant  day, '  he  went  ou 
to  say :  ^  Had  one^holf  the  numbei*  of 
American  dtizens  who  have  miserably 


perished  in  the  first  dlsastrouB  expedi- 
tion of  General  Walker  settled  in  Nica- 
ragua as  peaceful  emigrants,  the  object 
which  we  all  desire  would  ere  this  have 
been  in  a  great  degree  accomplished. 
These  expeditious  have  caused  the  peo-  ' 
pie  of  the  Central  American  states  to 
regard  us  with  dread  and  suspicion.  It 
is  our  true  policy  to  remove  this  appre- 
hension, and  to  convince  them  that  we 
intend  to  do  them  good,  and  not  eviL 
We  desire,  as  the  leadmg  power  on  this 
continent,  to  open,  and,  if  need  be,  to 
protect  every  transit  route  across  the 
isthmus,  not  onlv  for  our  own  l)enefit, 
but  that  of  the  world,  and  thus  open  a 
free  access  to  Central  America,  and 
through  it  to  our  Pacitic  possessions. 
This  policy  was  commenced  under  fa- 
vorahle  auspices,  when  the  expedition 
under  the  command  of  Greneral  Walker 
escaped  from  our  territories  and  pro- 
ceeded to  Punta  Arenas.  Should  an- 
other exi)edition,  of  a  similar  character, 
again  evade  the  vigilance  of  our  oilicers,  i 
and  proceed  to  Nicaragua,  this  would  ' 
be  fatal,  at  least  i'ov  a  season,  to  the 
peaceful  settlement  of  these  countries, 
and  to  the  policy  of  American  prog- 
ress." 

WaBcer  met  with  *  great  deal  of 
sympathy  at  the  sooth,  and  did  not  heaip 
tate  to  affirm  that  his  expedi- 
tlon  had  been  set  on  foot  with 

the  sanction  of  the  government,  al- 
though, for  ol  ivious  reasons,  not  openly 
exjiressed.  How  much  of  truth  there 
was  in  tliis  statement  may  be  doubted.* 

•  Sec  TTn-n.  J.  Tl.  ni,i.!'.n!TR-  "  TTM-  r,,  ,.f  tl,-     h  Vl")  : 
Its  Authors  and  t'tvuts,"  pp.  414 — 418.    Mr.  O.  Hpcaka 
with  jfTcat  Bevcrity  of  "  tho  nljiict  obsninSoQsnfwi  of 
tl!o  EsecQtivr  "  to  the  slavo  power,  and  is  di-im^^nl  tc  ' 
hold  Mr.  Backmau  rcepoosible  for  the  famoos  Cliba*. 
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The  difGereiices  with  Paraguay,  with 
reference  to  whicli  OongreaB  had  voted 

several  additional  steamen  of  light 
draft  (p.  630),  received  prompt  atten- 
tion, and  early  in  tlio  next  year  (185'.') 
they  were  amicably  settled,  through 
the  nj^oncy  of  Conimipsionci-  Bowlin. 
Congresa  did  not,  however,  deem  it  ex- 
pedient to  aooede  to  the  preaidieiift's  re> 
eommendation  to  add  to  the  moj  four 
new  leghnents  (p.  689).  He  was 
thorized  Bunply  to  call  for  volunteers 
in  Older  to  protect  the  frontier  fiom  In- 
dian attacl^a  and  ravages. 

During  the  present  session  (in  ^Tay, 
1858),  Minnesota  was  a<liiiitted  into 
the  Union,  after  considerable  opposi- 
tion. Oregon  also  applied,  and  the 
Senate  Toted  in  its  favor ;  but  the  bill 
was  not  acted  on  in  the  House.  At 
the  next  seasioDy  however  (in  Febni- 
ary,  1859),  Or^n  took  its  plaee  as 
one  of  the  United  States  of  America.* 
The  British  cruisers  in  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  Lavinir,  in  tLe  early  part  of  this 
year,  undertaken  to  stop  and  board  all 
vossela  in  the  vicinity  of  Cuba,  under 
the  plea  that  it  was  necesaar}' 
to  take  this  course,  in  order,  as 
fw  as  possible,  to  prevent  the  slave 

ter't  dcinf^rs.  We  may  aLso  mentioa  here,  tliat  Walker, 
not  eatiflfied  with  bbi  attempts  on  Xicaramia,  exerted 
himself  to  get  up  another  cxpoditinn  to  Centrul  AiihtI- 
ca.  The  pnindeat  iamed  a  proclamation,  calling  upon 
an  pnUks  oAcers  to  be  active  in  praventlaft  aU  fiUgal 
••ntfirpriscs,  Walker,  however,  persisted,  and  in  the 
eummi>r  of  liiGO,  reached  Honduras,  with  a  small  hod  j 
of  followers.  After  a  brief  space,  he  was  taken  pris- 
OMt  Iqr  Ctoa.  AIthn)^  tdad  hj  tba  Mtiioiitiwof  Hon- 
daras,  and  thai  on  tke  VSih  of  September.  The  per- 
iofis  whh  lihn  were  sent  hack  to  the  Unitt>il  States. 

*  It  majr  be  laentioned  heie,  as  a  matter  of  geneaal 
Intenat,  tliat  tbe  Hoo.  Thomas  H.  BentOB,  wbo  liad 
lu'ld  f  'r  manr  rr-nrs  n  pr^incnt  p^.ar/y  on  the  pililiral 
stage,  died  at  Washington.  AprU  10th,         aged  76  j 
jem  1 
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trada^  many  of  onr  veseels  were  de* 

layed  and  hindered  while  eagaged  in 

the  lawful  pursuits  of  commerce.  As 
this  matter  of  tlie  riglit  of  search  is  one 
on  Avhich  the  American  people  have 
always  been  very  sensitive,  steps  of  this 
kind  on  the  part  of  the  English  vessels 
of  war  immediately  aroused  the  nation. 
In  CSongress,  the  sahject  was  warmly 
discnssed,  and  proposals  were  made  to 
resent  all  soeh  ads  immediately  and 
effectively.  Appropriations  were  made, 
and  the  president  sent  several  ships  to 
the  Gulfl  The  British  government,  how- 
ever, disavowed  any  intention  of  WTong 
in  the  matter,  directed  their  cruisers  in 
the  Gulf  to  let  American  vesfsels  alone, 
and  did  every  thing  that  was  proper  in 
order  to  maintain  existing  friendly  re- 
lationa 

Coi^ess,  havingfinished  itshnsiness^ 
and  made  provision  &r  the  defideocy 
in  the  rovenne^  adjonmed  on  the  14th 

of  June. 

The  attempt  made  to  connect  the 
Old  and  the  New  World,  by  means  of 
a  submarine  telegraph,  was  vigorously 
pruiiecuted  doling  the  summer  (see 
p.  522).  The  Niagara  and  Aga- 
memnon met  in  midoeean,onthe 
26th  of  Jnne^  having  the  cable  equally 
divided  between  them,  ready  for  paying 
out.  A  splice  was  made,  and  the  2^i- 
agara  headed  westwardly,  and  the  Aga- 
memnon in  the  opposite  direction.  Ta- 
rious  vexatious  mishaps  ocnirred;  the 
cable  broke ;  was  mended ;  broke 
again,  when  the  vessels  were  about 
800  miles  apart;  and  ibr  the  time^  sno- 
cess  was  not  to  1>e  attained.  On  the 
29th  of  July,  however,  the  vessels  met 
again^  and  having'heen  iavored  with  a 
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tolerably  smooth  foa,  they  Avorc  ena- 1 
bled  to  accomplish  their  eventful  rais- 
sion.  The  Niagara  reached  Trinity 
Bay,  Newfoundland,  on  the  i>th  of  Au- 
gust, and  on  the  same  day  the  Agar 
reached  Yaleatia  Bay,  Ireland. 
Gloijto  God  in  the  Inglieet ;  on  eartli 
peace,* good-vill  towards  men!'*  were 
the  first  words  sent  over  the  wires ;  and, 
in  accordance  with  previous  arrange- 
ments, as  \\  ell  as  evident  propriety,  the 
first  dispatches  whicli  passed  between 
tlie  two  countries,  Avere  the  following 
message  from  Queeu  Victoria  and  Presi- 
dent Buchanan's  reply : 

TITR  QUKKn's  MEdoAGB, 

"To   TUE  Pki;sixiest  of  tub  Uxttsd  States, 
WAflutsoTON : 

"The  Queen  desires  to  coni^ratulate 
the  President  upon  the  successful  com- 
pletion of  this  srreat  international  work, 
in  \s  iiicii  the  Queeu  has  taken  the  deep- 
est interest. 

'*Tbe  Queen  is  convinced  that  the 
President  will  join  with  her  in  fervent- 
ly hoping  that  the  electric  cable,  which 
now  connects  Great  Britain  with  the 
United  States,  will  prove  an  additional 
link  between  the  nations!,  whose  friend- 
ship is  founded  upon  their  common  in- 
terest and  rt  eijiroeul  esteem. 

"The  Queen  hm  mneh  pleasure  in 
thus  communicating  with  the  Presideut, 
and  renewing  to  him  her  wishes  for 
the  prosperity  of  the  United  States.'* 

THE  PBJESIDISNT's  KEPLT. 

"  To  HnK   Ajsarr  Yicioibu,  ram  Qdbw  op  Obeat 

BiUTjun : 

**The  Pjresident  cordially  reciprocates 
the  cDngratnUtions  of  hec  majesty  the 


I  Queen  on  ihv  fticccss  of  tlie  crreat  inter- 
national enterprise  accomplished  by  the 
science,  skiU,  and  indomitable  eneigiy 
of  the  two  countries. 

"  It  is  a  triumph  more  glorious,  be- 
cause &r  more  useftd  to  manldnd,  than 
was  ever  won  by  conqueror  on  the  field 
of  bottla 

"  M&y  the  AtUmtic  telegraph,  under 
the  blessing  of  Heaven,  prove  to  be  a 
bond  of  perpetual  peace  and  friendship 
between  the  kindred  nations,  and  an 
instrument  destined  by  Divine  Provi- 
dence to  diiruse  rellLrion,  civilization, 
liberty  and  law  throughout  the  world. 

^'In  this  view,  will  not  all  nations  of 
Christendcm  spontaneously  unite  in  the 
dedaiation  that  it  shall  be  forever  neu* 
tral,  and  that  its  oommunications  shall 
be  held  sacred  in  passing  to  their  places 
of  destination,  even  in  the  midst  of  hoa- 
tUitiesS 

"James  Buctianax" 

Great  rejoicings  followed  this  8ue> 
cess;  the  brightest  anticipations  w<M 
induljred  in.  and  the  utmost  enthusiasm 
was  displayed  i?)  Vioth  countries;  but^ 
unhaj)pily,  tlie  result  did  not  justify 
the  auticipatious  of  the  public  From 
the  first,  the  line  had  not  worked  well, 
and  within  a  month  there  were  certain 
evidences  of  partial,  if  not  total  fail- 
ure. The  company,  though  by  no 
means  abandoning  their  design,  were 
.compelled  to  deter  to  a  later  day  the 
perfecting  the  connection  between  Eu- 
rope and  America  through  the  Atlantic 
cable.  This  great  worlc  of  our  age  did 
not  reach  its  entire  and  .successful  com. 
pletion  until  the  summer  of  1  }6G. 


Digitized  by  Google 


Cu.  X.}  THE  rriLaii>iiXT'S  ilESSAGK  64S 


CHAPTER  X 
I8S8.18M. 


PEOaB£BB  OF  EVENTS   DUBINa  TWO  7SAB& 
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Scnnto  —  SlidclJ'H  bill  for  acquWtlon  of  Calw  —  End  «f  tho  Tliirty-fiflb  ConfficsB— Republican  and 
Utmooratic  party  issues  — Ultra  sentiments  held  and  avowed  —  Views  of  A.  IL  Stcpliens,  Mr.  Rlictt,  and 
Jeffer8«ti  I>av  h  —  Jolj a  Brown's  famous  attiimpt  in  Yiifriiiia  —  Result  of  hia  efforts  and  death  —  Excitement 
Btirred  up,  imputAtiacw,  etc  —  Etocttoni— Openiag  of  the  Thirty-aixtii  OongicM — Oontfat  fiv  Um  qnk- 
eiihip  in  tlie  Hbvue — Kept  np  for  two  nuntb  —  PMsUhaft  n«aw0>— ChmiBiarf  of  its  contanti — Bitter^ 
ness  and  violeure — llarper'a  Ferrv  Committee  in  the  SenatJ? — The  CoTode  ConiniitiiH!  in  the  House  aud 
tlieir  report  —  Democntic,  CoosUtutiooal,  and  Bcpablksn  Conreotknu  —  The  eandidatee  nomiaatod — Viait 
«f  ihii  JkpMMMBDibMirtotlia  Vaited  BU,t«^Ti»r«f  UwMaMof  WdMlluoughpMtiof  < 
tij— Tha  elflitb  ceniu  iad  Ito  MdUi. 


The  Thirty-fifth  Congress  met  oa  De- 
cember 6th,  for  its  second  session.  In 
the  HoQB^  the  administntion 
party  was  oonsidaubly  weak- 
ened, m  consequence  of  many  of  the 
democrats,  under  the  leading  of  Senator 
Douglas  and  other  active  politicians, 
ha\'ing  tak<  n  ground  against  the  presi- 
dent's iiu  asures.*  The  Senate  remained 
substantially  us  hefore. 

3klr.  Buchanan,  iu  iiis  message,  gave  a 
ftitt  aooonnt  of  the  Kaneaa  trooblefl  and 
what  had  been  done  towards  settling 
the  di£Bcalty.  He  also  entered  at  laige 
into  a  general  history  of  the  Mormon 
i-ebellion  in  Utah,  and  the  position  of 
that  people  as  respects  the  United 
Statf'R.  With  most  of  foreign  powers 
Iriendly  relations  essisted;  but  Spain, 

*  An  Imcrostiujf  ortic U-  hy  Si'natiir  Dimglus, "  On  The 
Uviding  Line  between  Fedanl  and  I^jol  Aittluni^ 
fend  Popular  Bovereiarity  in  the  Terrftoilea  "  appeand 
in  "Haqn-r'a  Monthly  MapjLxino,"  for  SeptPUilxT,  1859. 
Though  marked  by  the  distingoiahed  aathor'a  peco- 
UatiOet,  tt  la  mil  WMthtlia  mdei^ 


Mexico  and  Central  America  were  ex- 
cepted. Having  stated  that  the  con- 
duet  of  the  Spanish  goyemment  had 
been  iar  from  8atie&<^ry,  Mr.  B.  took 

occasion  to  urge  the  necessity,  as  he 
thought,  for  the  acquisition  of  Cuba: 
"  The  truth  is,  that  Cuba,  in  its  existing 
colonial  condition  is  a  constant  source 
of  injury  and  annoyance  to  the  Ameri- 
can peoj)le.  It  is  the  only  spot  in  the 
civilized  world  where  the  African  slave 
trade  is  tolerated;  and  we  are  bound 
by  treaty  with  Qteat  Britain  to  main- 
tain a  nayal  force  on  the  coast  of  Aftica, 
at  much  expense  botih  of  life  and  treas- 
ure, solely  for  the  purpose  of 
arresting  slavers  bound  to  that 
island.  The  late  serious  difficulties  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain  respecting  the  right  of  seai'ch, 
now  so  happily  terminated,  could  never 
have  arisen  if  Cnba  had  not  afforded  a 
market  for  slaves.  As  long  as  lltiB 
market  shall  remain  open,  there  can  be 
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no  tope  for  the  ci\'ilization  of  benighted 
Africa  Wliilst  tlio  demanrl  for  slaves 
continues  in  Cub;i,  wuvs  will  be  •wiiged 
among  the  |>€ttty  and  barbarous  cUiefn 
in  Africa  for  the  purpose  of  seizing  sub- 
jects to  supply  tliis  trade.  la  such  a 
condition  of  affiun^  iiis  imposable  that 
the  light  of  dvOizatioik  and  reli^on  can 
ever  penetrate  tiieBe  dark  abodes.  .  . 
.  .  The  Island  of  Onba,  from,  its  geo- 
grapliical  positioni  commands  the  mouth 
I  I  the  Mississippi,  and  the  immense  and 
annually  increasing  trade,  foreign  and 
coastAvise,  from  the  valley  of  that  noble 
river,  now  emhraring  half  the  sovereign 
states  of  the  Union.  With  that  island 
under  the  dominkm  of  a  distent  foreign 
power,  this  trad^  of  vital  impiortanoe 
to  these  states,  is  exposed  to  the  danger 
of  being  destroyed  in  time  of  war,  and 
it  has  hitherto  been  subjected  to  per. 
pet'ial  iujury  and  annoyance  in  time  of 
peace.  Our  relations  with  Spain,  which 
ought  to  be  of  the  most  friendly  char- 
acter, must  always  be  placed  in  jeop- 
ardy, whilst  the  exibting  colonial  gov- 
ernment oyer  the  idand  shaU  remain  in 

its  presoit  condition  The 

publicity  which  has  bera  given  to  our 
former  negotiations  upon  this  subject, 
and  the  large  appropriation  which  may 
be  required  to  eflect  the  purpose,  render 
it  expedient,  before  malcing  another  at- 
teiupt  to  renew  the  negotiation,  that  I 
phonld  lay  the  whole  sjubject  before 
Congress.  This  is  especially  necessary, 
as  it  may  become  indispensable  to  suc- 
cess, that  I  should  be  intrusted  with  the 
means  of  maldng  an  advance  to  the 
Spanish  government  inmiediately  after 
the  signing  of  the  treaty,  without  await- 
ing the  ratification  of  it  by  the  Senate. 


[Bk.  VII. 

I  am  encouj'£^dto  make  tlils  suggest- 
ion by  the  example  of  Mr.  JeflFerson, 
previous  to  the  jnircha«ie  of  Louisiana 
from  France,  and  l)y  tliat  of  Mr.  Polk, 
in  view  of  the  acquisition  of  terriiory 
from  Mexico.  I  refer  the  wLole  subject 
to  Gougress,  and  commend  it  to  their 
caiefhl  conflideration.'* 

In  regard  to  Mexico^  afiaiis  were  in 
a  very  vexatious  conation.  Anarchy 
prevailed  in  that  country,  and  so  grave 
^va,s  the  prospect,  that  the  president 
could  conceive  of  no  possible  remedy 
for  existing  evils,  "but  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  to  assuiiie  a 
temporary  protectorate  over  the  north- 
em  portions  of  Chihuahua  and  Sonora, 
and  to.  establish  militarj  poets  withir 
the  same;  and  this  (he  said),  I  ear- 
nestly recommebd  to  Congress.  This 
protection  may  be  withdra^vn,  as  soon 
as  local  governments  shall  be  established 
in  these  Mexican  States,  culpable  of  per 
forming  their  duties  to  the  United 
States,  restraining  the  lawless, 
and  preserving  peace  aloug  the 
border.  I  do  not  doubt  that  this  meas- 
ure will  be  viewed  in  a  friendly  spirit 
by  the  govonments  and  people  of  Ohi- 
huahua  and  Sonora,  as  it  will  prove 
equally  effectual  for  the  protection  of 
their  citizens  on  that  remote  and  law- 
less frontier,  as  for  citizens  of  the  United 
States." 

j  The  troubles  m  ('entral  America 
\vcre  dwelt  upon  quite  at  larg(^  espe- 
cially in  connection  with  the  importance 
of  securing  free  passage  to  all  nations 
across  the  IsthmusL  The  transit  lino 
tiuvugh  Nicaragua  had  been  closed 
since  February,  185(5,  and  the  Panama 
Company  had  taken  unfair  advantage 
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of  this  position  of  aii'airs.  Considering 
tte  feebleness  of  the  Nicaraguan  gov- 
ernment, and  its  inability  to  protect  the 
route,  Mr.  Buchanan  urgently  *'  recom- 
mended to  CongKflB  the  passage  of  an 
act  authorising  the  president,  nndor 
such  rwtrictions  as  they  may  deem 
proper,  to  employ  the  land  and  OATal 
forces  of  the  United  States  in  prevent- 
ing the  transit  from  being  obstructed 
or  closed  by  lawless  violence,  and  in 
protecting  the  lives  and  property  of  i 
American  citizens  travelling  thereupon, 
requiring  at  the  mime  time  that  these 
forces  shall  be  withdrawn  the  moment 
the  dwigo'  shall  have  passed  away. 
Withont  soch  a  proTirion  our  dtisens 
will  he  oonstaatly  esposed  to  intemxp- 
tion  in  their  prugrees,  and  to  lawless 
violence.  A  similar  necessity  exists  for 
the  pn5!8age  of  such  an  act  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  Panama  and  Tehnantepec 
routes." 

Having  spoken  of  the  panic  of  the 
previous  year  (p.  o37),  and  its  <x)uuec- 
tions,  the  president  gave  a  rather  di* 
couraging  view  of  the  finanoes  of  the 
government)  and  strongly  advocated 
the  revision  of  the  tariff  ^  an  inereaae 
of  revenue.  The  public  debt  was  nearly 
$55,000,000,  and  the  treasury  showed  a 
deficit,  notwithstanding  $20,000,000  of 
treasury  notes  had  b^n  is<?ned.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  after  urging  again  upon  Con- 
gress the  great  importance  and  even 
necessity  of  a  railroad  to  the  racific, 
brought  Ins  long  message  to  a  doae* 

In  the  Senate,  the  Pacific  Railroad 
question  was  among  the  veiy  first  which 
occupied  its  attention.  Several  speeches 
were  made  by  both  northern  and  south- 
ern memliers,  in  which  there  was  more 
yoL.  m.— 69. 


or  less  of  political  bearing  and  purpose; 
and  it  speedily  l)ecame  evident  that  a 
radical  diiiereuce  of  views  existed  us  to 
the  route  best  to  be  adopted,  and  the 
maimer  of  building  the  road.  Mr. 
Sewardi  of  l^ew  York,  in  an  able  speech, 
advocated  a  line  from  the  borders  of 
Missouri  direct  to  San  Ibnndeco^  and 
showed  cleaj'ly  its  importance,  in 
a  political  and  militaiy  point  of 
view,  towards  maintaining  the  union 
of  the  Paeifif  with  the  Atlantic  States, 
lie  also  urged  that  the  roml  .should  be 
built  by  the  government,  as  the  only 
certain  way  to  secure  its  completion. 
Mr.  Iveraon,  of  Ge(»gia,  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  othen,  expressed  himself 
in  favor  of  two  routes,  a  southern  as 
well  as  a  northern  otne,  and  gave  ntt^ 
anoe  to  some  significant  opinions  as  to 
the  need  of  the  south  securing  a  mode 
of  direct  com raiini cation  with  the  Pa- 
cific, for  use  when  the  Union  was  (as 
he  said  it  soon  would  be),  dissolved. 
Other  senators  entered  into  the  discus- 
siou ;  but  this  important  measure  faUed 
because  of  the  imposribility  of  rooon- 
dling  contending  views  and  wishes  so 
as  to  obtain  a  majority  in  favor  of  any 
definite  plan. 

Mr  Slidell,  of  Louisiana,  in  Januaiy 
introduced  a  bill  for  the  acquisition  of 
Cuba,  which  was  accompanied 
by  an  elal>oratc  report,  setting 
I'ortli  the  policy  of  the  United  Stalest  on 
this  subject,  the  necessity  of  our  iiaviug 
possession  of  the  island,  and  the  impossi- 
bility of  allowing  any  other  power  than 
Spain  (especially  Engltmd  or  France) 
to  hold  it  Mr.  Slidell  also  enlarged 
upon  the  ezcellenoe  of  the  course  which 
he  recommended,  in  virtually  abolishing 
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tbo  alave  trade,  lelieving  the  goyera- 
ment  of  tlie  need  of  maintaming  a  very 
expeamve  squadron  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, and  vastly  increasin<z:  our  commer- 
cial advantages.  The  bill  provided  that 
$30,000,000  be  placed  in  the  president's 
L;m(l<!,  so  ;is  to  enable  liim  to  take  iia- 
mediuto  ii.ti  i?i  in  case  negotiations  with 
Spain  tur  tlie  ])uictiase  of  the  island 
were  Biiceesdful ;  the  eutire  price  to  be 
paid  it  was  estimated  would  not  exceed 
$125,000,000.  The  bill  was  wannly 
discussed^  and  various  amendments  and 
substitotes  were  proposed ;  but  a  test 
vote  being  had  to  lay  the  bill  on  the 
table,  it  AVJis  lost  by  a  vote  of  30  to  18. 
Mr.  Slidell  then  with'lr'-w  the  hill,  inti- 
mating his  intention  to  bring  it  fon^ard 
agaiu  at  the  next  Congress. 

On  the  last  day  of  the  session,  the 
president  appealed  to  Congress  to  pre- 
sto the  pubUc  credit  by  providing  for 
the  deficit  in  the  treasoiy,  req)ecting 
which  nothing  as  yet  had  been  done. 
Just  at  the  last  moment,  an  issne  of 
$20,000,000  treasury  notes  was  author* 
iaed;  the  two  houses  having,  however, 
tallen  into  a  dispute  about  their 
respective  rights  and  powers, 
the  appropriation  neccsnary  for  tlie  ex- 
penses of  the  post-office  department  was 
lost*  On  the  4th  of  March  thh  Thirty- 
fifth  Congress  came  to  its  end,  with  the 
principsl  business  hefcre  it,  at  its  last 
sesrion,  quite  unsettled. 

During  the  sucoee^ng  months  politi- 
cal questions  began  to  assume  gras  o  im- 

*  TlMpaaiiiuurteit^eiMnil,  lb.  A.  V.  Bfoini.  ^Bad  on 

the  8th  of  March.  The  president  r-ri  .'nU'il.  lut  Mh  suc- 
oeMor,  Mr.  Jowph  Holt,  of  Ke&tuckj-.  Mi.  H.  being  a 
tOMU  of  decided  eaergy  and  abiUtjr  determined  to  go 

fnr'.vQTi^.  and  do  the  best  Iio  could  lindlHr  tbc  MdNtillg 
em  L>arnLi»ineiit<t  of  bis  patiition. 


Its*. 


portance.  The  repoblican  party,  which 
was  opposed,  ioto  ccdo^  to  the  farther 
extension  of  slavery,  and  was  striving 

to  bring  about  its  gradual  but  certain 
extinction  by  confining  it  to  the  states 
where  it  already  existed,  was  active  and 
euergetic  in  its  movements.  The  dem- 
ocrats, who  counted  on  southern  help 
to  maintain  their  snpreraacy  in  national 
aiiairs,  were  in  a  ditiicult  position,  be- 
ing, on  the  one  hand,  many  of  them  con* 
scientionsly  opposed  to  slavwy,  and  on 
tho  othw,  anxious  to  comptomise  mat- 
ters on  this  perplexing  subject  so  as  to 
act  in  concert  with  the  southern  portion 
of  the  party.  At  the  south,  however, 
there  was  little  if  any  disguise  as  to  the 
actual  state  of  pnMu'  sentiment.  The 
re-opening  of  the  slave  trade,  although 
that  trade  is  declared  by  law  to  be  pi- 
racy, was  openly  and  boldly  advocated- 
The  graudjury  of  Savannah,  while  oom- 
peUed  by  their  oaths  to  find  bills  agsinst 
persons  engaged  in  the  slave  trade^  ex* 
pressed  themselves  as  being  hu- 
miliated and  degraded  in  so 
doing,  and  scouted  "the  sickly  senti- 
ment of  pretended  philantliropy  and 
diseased  mental  aberration  of  'higher 
law'  fanatics."  The  "  Sonthem  Com- 
mercial Convention,"'  held  ut  Vicksburg, 
in  May,  passed  a  resolution,  by  a  vote 
of  47  to  16,  that  "al!  laws,  state  or 
federal,  prohibiting  the  AMcan  dave 
trade,  ought  to  be  abolished.*'  * 

*  It  irt  only  proper,  howeTcr,  to  stMo.  thr,'  >Ir  Foote, 
lormexlj  acoator  ftoiu  MiaaiaaippU  atrunglj  opp.  Bcd  thia 
resohitlDB,  and  ahoired  that  ten  acratiieni  autos  had 

lawH  dirpctly  pfi^iibirinw'  BTaw  tra<ir'.  Mr.  Wise, 
altiu,  ia  Virginia,  and  ^a.I^^.  lloutitou,  of  Texas,  wbo 
waa  afterwards  elected  to  bo  guvemor,  exprcaecd  them. 
selves  with  the  greatcBt  omieatiMaa  againai  (be  n- 
opening  of  Uiia  lunriUe  tfadau 
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"Mr.  A.  H.  Stephens,  of  Geoi^gia,  on 
retiiiuLT  from  Comjre^s,  issued  an  ad- 
dretis,  comparatively  liiodtiate  in  tone, 
but  agreeing  iu  substam  t'  with  the  more 
radical  v^iews  of  his  constituents,  espe* 
cully  in  urging  the  need  of  increasiDg 
the  snmber  of  the  African  Btod^*'  in 
order  to  compete  with  the  north  in  col- 
onizing the  territories,  llfr.  Rhett,  of 
South  Carolina,  in  a  Fourth  of  July 
Address,  took  the  most  ultra  ground  on 
the  subject  of  state  rights.  He  declared 
with  unusual  candour,  that  the  south 
must  control  the  govenwient,  or  must 
f(M,  and  he  urged  this  as  the  one  usue 
for  the  next  presidential  election.  "  Our 
first  great  duty  is,"  he  aaid,  "to  place 
the  Boath  above  and  beyond  the  power 
of  the  north.  First  make  our  property 
safe  under  our  own  contml,  before  we 
decide  as  to  measui^  for  its  increase  or 
extension.    After  our  safety  is  accom- 
plished, it  will  1)0  time  enoajrh  for  the 
south  to  determine  on  meaeiures  most 
expedient  to  promote  her  agricultural 
interests  or  advance  her  general  pros- 
perity.  If  our  tights  are  victorions  in 
the  next  presidentUd  election,  we  may 
consider  it  as  a  kind  angnry  of  a  more 
auspicious  future.    If  they  are  over- 
thrown, let  this  be  the  last  contest  be- 
tween the  north  and  the  south,  and  the 
Jons^,  weary  night  of  our  dishonor  and 
humiliation  be  di^^pe^sed  at  last  bv  tlie 
glorious  dayspring  of  a  Southken  Co2i- 
FSDIRAOY." 

Mr.  Jeffi^eon  Davis,  of  Mississippi, 
All  iriiQ  MUDuuui^  uciiverea  an  suAiress 
before  the  democratic  convention,  main* 

ly  on  the  sul  ject  of  slavery  and  the 
^ve  trade.*   He  denounced  the  law 

of  1820,  which  declares  the  trade  to  be 
piracy,  and  held  that  nothing  jg^^ 
'  could  ''  justify  the  government 
iu  branding  as  infiunous  tiie  source  from 
which  the  chief  part  of  the  laboring 
population  of  the  sonth  is  d«ived." 
He  also  held,  that   the  normal  condi> 
tion  of  servitude  "  was  essoxtisl  for  the 
good  of  the  black  race ;  that  -lavt^ry 
ought  to  be  protected  by  law  in  the 
territories ;  that  Cuba  should  be  secured 
as  being  important  for  the  interests  of 
a  Southern  Confederacy  j  and  that  the 
Union  should  be  dissolved  if  the  re- 
publieaus  elected  their  candidate  on  the 
platform  of  Mr.  Seward's  Rochester 
speech.* 

Such  sratiments  and  views  were  np- 

blnahincrlv  sst  finrth  hv  men  who  At  a 

later  dnte,  became  prominent  in  the 

ways  of  treason  and  rebellion ;  and  they 
indicated,  more  or  less  distinctly,  the 
deeply-laid  plan  and  purpose  of  the 
southern  sJave-holdiug  leaders.    It  was 

• 

hjfl  Meods  mlffiit  we  Ua  muM  at  %  cudtdate  for  ttw 

pn>i(loncy  in  tlm  Natii>nal  Deiinxratic  Convention  to 
be  hold  at  CUorleatoo,  spoke  oat  quite  pbixily.  Avow- 
inff  Unwlf  to  be  thonmsUj devoted  to  fhe  "Hbne- 
honored  prinnplps"  of  (he  pnrtr,  he  df>clinr<1  rnfirt  ly 
to  b«  a  partaker  iu  any  attempt  to  "  interpolate  into 
the  creed  of  tho  partf  such  new  issues  as  the  rorirol 
of  tho  African  alavo  trade,  or  n  CougrvBsional  slave  code 
for  tho  territorU«,  or  the  »U)C'.rliiii  that  tho  Constitntion 
of  the  United  States  either  establishes  or  proUbUs 
slavery  in  tho  territories  bejond  the  power  si  (he  peo* 
pie  legally  to  conjrol  it  as  other  jinriKTtT." 

*  It  was  in  this  cjioccli,  (ielivcrcd  iu  the  nntunin  uf 
that  Mr.  Sowatd  set  forth  his  views  as  to  the  "  irre- 
pgvMlUe  eooSIet"  betwem  ftee  hbor  and  dava  hbor 
In  tho  territorif^f,  and  arg^ued  that  one  nr  the?  "tlifr 
most  inevitaUy  yield ;  thej  could  not  poNsihIr  cxit^t 
fcOgeiuer.       i  no  vwo  sjaieuiii  ^aiavo  aiiu  iruw  jsimij;  an? 
coutinoally  conung  into  contact,  and  collision  results. 
.   .   .   .   It  is  an  irrepre$nbU  eonfliet  between  oppos- 
ing and  enduring  forces,  and  it  means  that  the  United 
States  must  and  will,  aooner  or  later,  beoome  either 
entlrol J  a  shmJialdiiis  oatto^  at  entMjr  a  Swalabw 
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a  plan  and  purpose  which,  originating 
in  pride  and  !>i'lf-ooiieeit,  tliej  meant,  at 
any  aaciifice  of  truth,  honor  and  Ic^^  al- 
ty,  evem  if  rivt-rs  of  hlood  fio\\"f*d  tixra 
their  acts,  to  carry  out  to  its  fullest 
completion. 

T^e  bitternesB  and  Ireenness  of  sontli- 
em  feeling  on  the  imbject  of  alaxery 
and  its  issues^  were  greatly  increased 
by  a  stmxige,  "svild  ai tempt  on  ilie  part 
of  a  man  named  John  Brown,  a  native 
of  New  York,  to  produce  a  rising  of 
the  slaves  in  Vii^inia.  Bro^m,  it  ap- 
pears frorii  his  history,  liad  become  ex- 
cited beyond  all  control  on  the  slavery 
question,  and  having  been  a  sharer  in 
the  difficulties  and  violent  contentions 
in  Kansasi  lie  seemed  to  tbin^  bimsdf 
called  upon  to  devote  Ms  life  and  ener 
giea  to  tiie  fteeing  of  tbe  alaves.  Ser* 
eral  of  his  sona  and  a  small  body  of 
others  (twenty-two  in  all,  seventeen 
white,  five  black)  joined  him;  arms 
and  ammunition  were  collected;  and 


neighborhood,  and  two  of  the  party 

having  l)een  captured,  the  rest  were 
gradually  driven  within  the  aj-senal 
ground.-?.  A  few  shots  were  fired 
during  the  day  on  both  sides,  iiTid  the 
mayor  of  the  town  was  killed.  Brown 
and  his  party  finally  enlarenched  them- 
selves in  tbe  engine  houa^  where  ihey 
straggled  to  the  last;  but  late  in  the 
night  a  body  of  United  States  marines, 
under  Colonel  Lee,  invested  the  engine 
house,  apd  early  on  the  18th,  succeeded 
in  battering  down  the  door  and  captur 
ing  the  insurgents.  Brown  was  se 
verelv  wounded,  and  thirteen  of  his 
companions  had  iieen  killed;  of  the 
citizens  and  soldiers  seven  were  killed 
and  a  number  wotmded.  The  grand 
jury  of  kTefiTereon  County,  b^ng  in  ses* 
sion,  indicted  Brown  and  all  those  with 
him  on  the  charge  of  inciting  the  slaves 
to  insurrection,  as  well  as  of  treason 
and  murder.  The  trial  took  place  on 
the  26th  of  October,  lasted  three  days, 


on  the  night  of  October  16th,  ho  made  j  and  resulted  in  Brown's  conviction, 
a  descent  upon  Harper's  Ferry,  j  He  was  sentenced  to  be  hung  on  the 

2d  of  December:  hisi  companions  were 
tried  subsequently  and  condeiuned  to 
ihe  same  fiite.  Brown  justified  his  acts 
in  all  respects;  avowed  that  his  only 
object  was  to  help  the  slaves  to  their 
freedom,  not  to  incite  revolt  or  commit 
murder ;  and  was  executed  at  the  time 


a  town  of  about  iive  thousand 
inhabitants,  and  containing  the  United 
States  arsenal  with  100,000  stand  of 
arms.  The  buildingB  being  unguarded, 
were  seised  upon;  prominent  citizens 
were  arrested ;  and  the  workmen  con- 
nected with  the  armory,  on  going  to 


their  business  in  the  moraing,  were  appointed. 


also  captured.  About  thirty  prisoners 
were  thus  made.  The  alarm  spread 
rapiiUy,  and  the  exaggerated  reports 
wejx'  speedily  circulated  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  force,  tbe  objects  had  in 
view,  the  rising  of  the  slaves,  eta 
About  noon,  on  the  17th,  some  military 
ocnnpanies  began  to  arrive* from  the 


Persistent  efforts  were  made,  T)y  agi- 
tators of  various  sorts,  to  use  tliis  John 
Brown  affair  to  the  injury  of  all  those 
at  the  north  who  were  opposed  to  sla- 
very; and  iubinuation.s  and  charges 
were  cireutated  as  to  the  connection  of 
prominent  men  with  this  wild  expedi- 
tion. But  little^  however,  was  effected 
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by  fiich  a  course.  Whatever  might  be 
thouglit  of  Browu  s  motives,  there  was 
no  man  wlio  b«IieTed  in  thfi  snpnmacy 
of  law  and  order  but  what  repudiated 
all  such  modes  of  obtainitig  fiwedom 
for  the  blacks;  and  the  conviction  was 
universally  entertained,  that^  however 
severe  the  punishment,  it  was  only  such 
as  acts  like  those  of  Brown,  must  ever 
expect  to  meet  with,* 

The  elections  for  Cons^esa  in  the 
several  states  made  it  evident,  thai  tiio 
republicans  would  fidl  short  of  a  ma- 
jority in  the  House  by  some  half  dosen 
votes,  leaving  the  balanee  of  power  in 
1850  ^  hands  of  oppodtion  mem- 
bers from  the  soutL  The  effect 
of  this  upon  the  organization  of  the 
House  was  marked,  and  by  no  means 
creditable  to  that  bodv- 

On  the  5th  of  December,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Thirty-sixth  Congress  as- 
Hembled  in  Waahiugtou.  The  Senate 
began  its  labors  by  appointing  a  com- 
mittee to  inquire  into  the  attai^  on 
Harper's  Ferry,  and  report  upon  the 
fiustfi.  In  the  Hous^  two  hundred  and 
thirty  out  of  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  members  were  present ;  and  the 
contest  for  the  speakership  immediately 
began.  Day  after  day,  a  ballot  wjis 
taken,  and  innnmcrable  speeches  were 
made  on  slavery  in  all  its  possible  con- 
uectiouiij  based  upon  a  resolution  of 

•  Mr.  f.  warvl,  fn  Tiis  spwh  in  the  Sonate  (March, 
18G0),  tuok  uvcutitoa  to  saj :  "  While  g^uusum  aiid 
chari table  natures  wUl  ptolMMj'  eooeede  that  John 
Brown  and  his  aiuocuites  acted  on  earnest  thou^  &• 
tollj  crroncoos  con\-ictioa8,  yet  all  fpod  citisens  will 
nRVurthc'lcss  a^^e,  that  this  attempt  to  erocute  an 
unlawful  putpow  in  Virglaia  bjr  iniraeion,  involving 
dvO  met,  was  an  act  of  aeffiUon  and  treason,  and  crimi- 
nal to  ju:^t  tliL'  Lxtout  it  affected  the  pablic  peace,  and 
was  doitractive  to  btunan  hapidnm  and  iuuiuui  Ufe." 
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Mr.  Clark,  of  JMissonri,  that  no  mem- 
ber who  had  recommended  or  endorsed 
Helpee's  ^Impending  Crims  at  the 
South,"  was  fit  to  be  speaker.  Mr. 
Sherman,  of  Ohio,  was  the  republican 
candidate,  and,  on  various  oocsmons, 
lacked  only  three  or  four  votes  of  an 
election.  Mr.  Bocock,  of  Virginia,  was 
the  democratic  nominee;  but  neither 
he,  nor  any  otlier  who  was  tiied,  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  majority.  Thus 
the  struggle  was  kept  up  lor  two 
months;  when,  finally,  Mr.  Sherman 
withdrew  his  name,  and  on  the  forty* 
fourth  ballot^  tafcsn  on  the  Ist  of  Febru- 
ary, 1860,  Mr.  Pennington,  ci  New  Jer> 
sey,  was  elected  speaker  of  the  House. 

The  imsident,  finding  that  the 
House  was  engaged  in  an  apparently 
iutcrminable  contest,  resolved  not  to 
await  the  result.  Accordingly,  on  the 
27th  of  Dtjcomber,  he  sent  his  menage 
to  Congress,  mth  the  usual  re- 
ports of  the  heads  of  depart- 
menti.  In  regard  to  the  recent  sad 
and  bloody  oocurrenoes  at.  Harper's 
Ferry,"  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  upon 
them  aa  "deriving  their  chief  impor- 
tance from  the  apprehension  that  they 
arc  but  s^-mptoms  of  an  incurable  dis- 
ease in  the  public  mind,  which  may 
break  out  iu  still  more  dangerous  out- 
rages, anil  terminate,  at  last,  in  an  open 
war  by  the  north  to  abolish  slavery  at 
the  south."  Spaakang  of  himself  as 
"an  old  public  ftmctionaiy,"  he  be* 
sought  his  oountrymen  to  cultivate  foiv 
bearance  and  good  will  towards  each 
other,  as  in  the  days  past,  and  he  dep- 
recated the  dangers  which  seemed  to 
threaten  on  every  hand.  Rut,  he  said  : 
"  I  indulge  in  no  such  gloomy  forebod' 
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ings.  On  the  contrary,  I  iinuly  believe 
that  the  events  at  Harper*8  Ferry,  by 
causing  the  people  to  pause  and  reflect 
upon  the  possible  peril  to  their  cher 
ished  inslatatioiiay  will  be  the  means, 
under  Providenoe,  of  aUaying  the  ex- 
isting excitement  and  preventing  further 
outbreaks  of  a  similar  character.  They 
will  resolve  tlmt  the  Constitution  and 
the  Union  shall  not  Ite  endangered  by 
rash  counsels,  kuiivviug  that  sliould  'the 
silver  cord  be  loosed  or  the  golden 
bowl  be  broken  at  the  foontam,'  hit* 
man  power  could  never  reunite  the 
scattered  and  hoetOe  fragments.'' 

Congratulations  were  offered  on  the 
dedsion  of  the  Supreme  Court,  that 
slav(Ty  was  now  protected  in  the  terri- 
tories; the  African  f?1ave  trade  was  dis- 
cussed, against  which,  he  .said,  the  laws 
M'ouhlbe  enforced ;  the  foreign  relations 
of  tlic  country  were  in  their  uBual  state  ;* 
Mexican  utlaird,  however,  were  spoken 
of  at  large,  as  being  in  a  pocoliarly  vex* 
atious  condition,  and  it  was  urged,  that 
the  United  States  ought  to  interfere  for 
redress  of  grievances.  The  purchase  of 
Cuba,  the  Pacific  Bailroad,  increase  of 
revenues,  etc.,  were  also  presented  as 
needing  speedy  attention. 

This  being  the  tu-st,  or  long  .session 
of  Congress,  there  was  abundant  room 
for  Hpeech-making  and  ])olitical  agita- 


*  Bomo  dilllflaltr  lukvinff  occarred  ddrint;  the  vcar 
in  rcjjard  to  tho  northwest  boundftiy  Hue,  accMrLliug  to 
tko  ttea^  of  1S40,  betireea  the  United  States  and  Urc&t 
Britsin,  Kitd  both  Amfiricwuaod  EbgliahneB  eUlminjr 
tlu^  r  iliiml  of  San  Juan,  bctwwn  Vancouver's  IsUnd 
and  Waithington  torritoij,  aa  belon^in^;  to  their  respcc- 
dro  oountriei,  a  serloos  ooUltton  was  apprehended. 

Tho  gttvcrnmnnt  dhfntrhml  Ocn.  Ri-  itt.  In  Srptemlv'r, 
1859,  t<>  tlu:  I'ticilic  txniiit,  to  look  afiL-r  the  iQi(.-rc«(s  of 
the  United  States.  Happtlj,  this  matter  WM  Settled 
without  much  diifioolty. 


tion;  and  the  opportunity  was  not 
lost.  Nearly  all  the  pioiuliitiui  mem- 
bers of  the  Senate  delivered  elaborate 
harangues  on  the  exciting  topics  of  the 
day;  and  the  line  of  separation,  as 
well  as  the  course  of  the  struggle  be- 
tween^ the  contending  parties,  became 
mor«^    and    more  distinctly 

I860 

marked.  Mr.  Seward,  and 
other  republicans,  advocnted  tbe  views 
and  })olicy  of  tlie  of)p'Mi> uts  of  slavery 
and  its  increase;  uud  it  was  made 
dearly  evident  that,  if  the  republicans 
pvrailed  in  the  coming  presidential 
contest,  southern  snpmaacy  in  national 
affairs,  and  fvirtber  extension  of  sla- 
very, were  at  an  end  forever.  Mr,  Jef- 
ferson Davis  offered  a  series  of  resolu- 
tion.s,  strongly  urging  the  extreme  state- 
rights  vlew.^,  as  they  are  called,  and 
the  inviolability  and  excellence  of  the 
inslitntion  of  slavery.  Other  Senators 
from  the  bouth,  not  only  controverted 
the  opinions  and  aiguments  of  the  re- 
publicans, but  gave  utterance  to  bitter 
denunciations  and  fierce  ibreatenings 
of  dissolution  of  the  Union,  in  the 
event  of  their  being  in  the  minorit}'  at 
the  ballot-box,  Mr.  Douglas  argued 
with  his  usual  energy  in  behalf  of  his 
favorite  doctrine  of  popular  sox  ereign 
ty;  he  took  issue  with  Mi".  Seward  as 
to  the  latter's  view  of  "capital"  and 
"  labor "  (*.  e.  slave  and  fi-ee)  States,* 
and  was  particttlarly  severe  upon  the 

*  This  view  of  3tlr.  Scwaid'a  was  set  forth  in  an 
elabomte  ipeedi  (Fob.'SMi,  tUOi,  on  {wcseotlni;  the 

mr.  morial  of  the  legislature  of  Kansas,  prayinpf  f,  ir  ad- 
misHion  into  the  Union.  We  may  mention  Imr*?,  tliat 
the  Honae,  on  the  17th  of  ApcO,  psaaed  ft  Mil  to  admit 
Eanwa  under  the  Wyandot  constitution  ;  but  tlio  bill 
was  not  act«>d  on  in  the  Setuite.  Kansas  tras  (uuiliy, 
after  her  many  trials  and  slxagglei,  •intlttad  lulll  IIm 
Union,  January  28th.  18SL 
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n'publicau  pai*ty,  charging  them  with 
violating  the  entire  spirit  of  the  Consti- 
tution, md  with  reusing  to  obey  its 
plain  and  timelionored  pronsions.  Mr. 
Sumner,  of  MaesaehnsettB,  took  tiie 
earliest  opportunity  aStier  the  bratal  as- 
sault upon  him  (see  p.  518),  to  de- 
liver another  pungent  philippic  against 
slavery  in  all  its  connccriouR;  while,  on 
the  other  side,  equally  hard,  cont<^inptu- 
ons  and  viudictive  words  were  freely 
and  fi-equently  uttered.*  The  Harper's 
Ferry  committee,  after  careful  inquiry 
into  the  subject  oonmiitted  to  tiiem, 
concluded  their  labors  just  hdom  the 
end  of  the  sessifm ;  reports  fe<m  the 
m^cnityand  minority  of  the  committee 
were  presented ;  but  in  substance  they 
agi'eed,  that  t]wr<*  was  . no  evidence  of 
any  complicity  in  John  Brown's  scheme 
on  the  part  of  other  citizens  at  the 
north. 

In  the  House,  there  were  more  than 
the  ordinary  violence  and  disorder, 
which,  indeed,  at  times,  seemed  calea* 
lated  to  render  the  national 
legtsfatitre  aby-word  and  soont 
in  the  eye8  of  all  honest,  decent  men. 
Clomparatively  little  business  was  ac- 
complished. A  homestead  bill  ras 
agreed  npon  and  pa?5sed,  in  Jnne,  but 
Mr,  Buchanan  vetoed  it;  a  bill  to  ad- 
mit Kan^tas  into  the  Union  passed  in 
the  Houst',  but  wjiis  not  acted  oii  iu  the 
Senate ;  so,  ako,  the  post-office  appro- 
priation bill  was  lost  by  \rant  of 
agreement  between  the  two  houses; 


*  Mr.  SamiMirli  hmam  wpeeeh  on  *'Th»  BkrtMiinii 

of  Slavery wn«  doUverpd  In  the  Sonatr,  Jnno  4tl>, 
1800.  It  excited  great  iadignatian  on  the  part  of 
mA  cslM  Ibitb  IlisMli  «r 


and  the  consideration  of  the  Pacific 
Bailroad  and  the  tai-iff  was  defened  till 
the  next  session.  On  motioai  of  Hr. 
Covode;  of  Penn8>'lTania»  a  eommittee 
was  appointed  (lU^h  6di),to  inquire 
into  charges  implicating  the  president 
as  having  imdnly  inter&red  in  obtain- 
in«T  the  passage  of  laws,  or  having 
neirleeted  to  execute  the  laws  in  any 
state  or  territory.  This  was  aimed 
directly  at  Mr.  Buchanan'?*  course  with 
regard  to  Kansas,  and,  notwithstanding 
the  president's  earnest  protest  against 
such  a  committer  as  in  violation  of  his 
rights,  the  committee  Tigorously  pro- 
secuted their  work.  Towards  the  doee 
of  the  flession  a  report  was  presented, 
which,  among  other  things,  brought  to 
lii^ht  a  letter  from  Mr.  Buchanan  to  Mr. 
Walker,  in  July,  1857  (see  p.  535),  fully 
justityiuL,'  the  latter's  course  in  Kansas, 
and  also  unearthed  various  frauds  and 
abuses  for  which  the  administration 
was  severely  censured  by  the  House. 

Congress  adjourned  on  the  S6th  of 
June^  and  the  membas  dispersed  in 
various  directions  to  take  an  aetive  share 
in  the  political  agitations  at  that  time 
prevailing  throughout  the  countiy. 

The  demoeratie  national  convention 
assembled  at  Charleston,  April  23d, 
with  delec^tes  from  every  state,  amcmnt- 
ing  to  303  iu  number,  Caleb  Cushing, 
of  Massachusetts,  was  chosen 
president,  and  a  "  platform"  was 
discussed ;  bidt  after  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
pute it  was  found  impossible  to  agree 
upon  the  "  Cincinnati  platform  "  (1856), 
or  any  other.  Some  fifty  delegates  with- 
drew, and  the  remainder  balloted  fifty- 
seven  times  for  presidential  eandiJat^s. 
Mr.  Douglas  received,  as  the  highest  on 
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the  lifi^  152  votes ;  others,  66,  42,  etc. 
This  not  being  two-thirds  of  the  whole 
Tmrn})f-i\  the  convention  gnve  up  the  at- 
t('ni])t  to  ai^n'i'  v.pou  a  nomination,  '^'I'M 
adjourned  to  meet  at  I>altiniore  on  the 
ISth  of  June.  At  that  date  the  coti- 
veutiou  re-ase>eiiibled.  Great  difficulty 
oooDfied  aa  to  filling  the  yaeancieB 
caused  by  the  withdrawal  of  the  dele- 
gates mentioDed  above.  A  huge  por- 
tion of  the  members  seceded,  with  Mr. 
Gushing  at  their  head,  and  orgaDized 
into  a  separate  conventi(Hi.  The  former 
of  tliese  two  lH)c1ie?5  proceeded  to  ballot, 
and  on  the  2. 'id  of  Jnno,  Mr.  Douglas 
was  nominated  tor  president,  and  Her- 
schcl  V.  Johnson,  of  Georgia,  for  vice- 
presidcut.  The  latter  went  thi-ougli  the 
same  operation,  when  John  C.  Brecken- 
ridge,  of  Kentackj,  and  Joseph  Lane, 
of  Oregon,  were  nominated  ibr  presi* 
dent  and  vioe-president 

The  constitutional  union  convention 
met  at  Baltimi>re,  on  the  10th  of  May. 
The  setting  fortli  of  a  "])Litforni"  was 
dispensed  uitli,  and  the  convention 
adopted  as  their  candidates  John  Bell, 
of  Tennessee,  and  Edward  Everett,  of 
Massachusetts.* 

The  republican  national  convention 
met  at  Chicago,  on  the  16th  of  May.  A 
"platform''  was  agreed  upon  without 
difficulty,  the  substance  of  which  con- 
nsted  in  the  declaration  of  the  party, 
strongly  in  favor  of  the  Union ;  against 
the  slave  trade ;  against  the  further  ex- 
tension of  slavery ;  in  favor  of  the  ab- 
solute and  entire  right  of  each  state  to 
manage  its  domestic  affairs  in  its  own 

•  Of  the  several  candidates  for  these  hi^rh  ofllceB, 
Breckenridg*  and  Bidl  joUied  the  oeoeoaionisfai  in  tiw 
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way ;  in  favor  of  internal  improvements, 
of  a  lioinestead  bill  (such  as  had  passed 
the  House,  p.  552),  of  the  PacificRail 
road,  etc.  On  the  18th  of  May,  the 
convention  went  into  a  ballot ;  on  the 
first,  Mr.  Seward,  of  New  York,  received 
173  votes,  and  ou  the  second,  184  ;  but 
as  380  rotes  were  neoeaeazy  for  aehmee, 
it  was  evident  that  Mr.  Seward  oould 
not  obtain  that  number;  so,  on  the 
third  ballot,  the  convention  gave 
Abraham  Lincoln,  of  Illinois^  354  votes. 
Thus  he  became  the  republican  candi- 
date for  the  presidency  ;  Hannibal 
Ilamlin,  of  Maine,  was  also  nominated 
for  the  vice-president's  cliair. 

As  a  variety,  amidst  the  din  of  pre 
pai'atiou  for  the  coming  contest,  we 
may  make  mentioii  of  the  visits  of  some 
distinguished  forelgnerB  to  our  shores, 
we  mean  the  ambassadors  from  Japan, 
and  the  Prince  of  Walea^  from  Eng 

land. 

In  re8])eet  to  the  Japanese emhasny,  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  it  was  the  first 
ever  sent  to  any  "  outside  barbarians,'' 
and  its  being  sent  at  all  was  mainly  due 
to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Townsend  Harris, 
United  States  minister  to  Ja- 
pan.  The  princes  and  atten- 
dants compomi^  the  embassy  crossed 
the  Paoflc  in  the  Powhatan;  arrived 
at  San  IVancisoo  on  the  37th  of  March ; 
thence,  by  way  of  the  Isthmus  they 
proceeded  to  Washington,  in  May; 
visited  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and 
New  York,  in  June ;  and  re  embarked 
lor  home  in  the  Niagara,  on  the  29th 
of  June.  They  were  every  where 
treated  with  the  highest  distinction, 
and  beneficial  results  were  expected 
from  their  visit  to  the  United  State& 
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The  VnDx»  of  Walee^  baying  made  a 
tour  throngli  tHe  Britiah  Ftovincea^  ai^ 
rived  at  Detroit^  Sept  31st ;  tlienoe  lie 

proceeded  by  way  of  Chicago,  St.  Louiy, 
Cincinnati,  and  Baltimore,  to  Washing- 
ton, where  he  arrived  on  the  3d  of 
October.  He  remained  for  several  days 
as  the  guest  of  the  President ;  visited 
RichruondjPhiladelphia,  and  New  York, 
iu  which  latter  city  especial  honor  was 
done  to  him;  he  visited  also  West 
Point,  Albany,  and  Boston ;  and  having 
leached  Portland,  October  20th,  he 
embarked  for  homa  The  manifesta* 
tions  of  good  feeling  towards  the  heir 
of  the  English  throne  were  in  all  re- 
spects cordial  and  freely  tendered,  and 
there  is  reason  to  believe  that  they  were 
fully  appreciated  by  the  Queen  and 
people  of  England. 

We  may  take  occasion  here,  also,  to 
give  the  results  of  the  eighth  census 


wMeh  m»  taken  this  year.  Total 
white  population,  27,003,314 ;  free  eol- 
ored,  487,996;  elavee,  8,958,- 
760.    The  population  of  the  ***** 

fi^e  States  was,  18,912,454.  The  popu- 
lation of  the  slave  States  .was,  8,090,860, 
makino:,  with  the  slaves,  12,044, Ajo. 
The  increase  of  population  in  tin;  free 
States,  during  ten  yeai^  was  T,44*'),048. 
The  increase  of  population  iu  the  slave 
States  was,  2,428,376.  The  grand 
total  of  the  population  of  the  United 
States  (induding  temtories)  in  1860, 
was,  81,445,080*.  In  the  new  appor- 
tionment of  Representatives  (the  num- 
ber being,  by  law,  233)  the  fi^e  States 
gained  six,  making  their  number  149 ; 
and  the  slave  States  lost  six,  reducing 
their  number  to  S4. 


*  This  incladefl  toxed  Indiana  In  the  Beronl  flttttee 

and  Territories,  and  Cliiiu^o  ;  tlinre  beioj^  RJIM  b 
diaos,  and  2;},140  Chineae ;  totel,  64^400. 
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TBB  LAST  TBAB  OF  BUCHAMAK'S  ADMINtBTBATIOST.  . 

Hie  STCitt  political  struijglo  fur  tin?  presidcnry — Thr  elwtioii  in  Novetnbpr,  1860  —  Abraham  Lincoln 
Hannibal  Hamlin  cliosea  prenidi  nt  mul  vkf  prtHiiU  nt  of  the  United  States  —  Excitement  and  \ iolent  de- 
nonciAtioiii  of  the  Southern  leaden — South  Carolina  takes  thn  lead  in  tho  mad  outbreak  —  Seoeesion 
ordiaaaee  of  the  Palmetto  State — Addnai,  Declaration,  etc — Coagt^  meets  for  the  Moond  fe«lon  —  Mr. 
Buchanan's  moaao^  —  Dlfflcalties  of  bis  position  —  ('otuKiiiiis  geceei;ion,  l>ut  tlioii|r1it  there  was  no  power 
of  eoeicloii  to  pnTenl  it — Suggests  an  explaoaUMT- auendmont  of  the  CousUtuUoa  —  The  Uonso  and 
Senate  emnmittees— The  Crittenden  "  Compromise  measnres  " — The  ■'  pewx  ptnpoaitionfl  " — Preddent's 
special  nioK-fjij^cfi  —  Pi  am  confi-ranee  at  Washington  —  S^ece.ssion  convention  at  Montgomcrr,  Alabama  — 
Davis  and  Stephens  at  bead  of  new  Con&derac;  —  Dishonest  course  of  tho  South — Chaxleetou  harbor, 
Ante,  «te — ProoeediimR  of  the  Chwrletloidaiw-^lltjor  ADdaton— Beaigiutiana  of  narahen  of  tbe  €U>i- 
net  —  Resignntions  of  Confrrff:?tni>n,  spopchcs,  etc  —  End  of  t)ir>  fl<*Mion  and  rfsult  —  Heview  of  James 
Buchanan's  administration  —  Appbndix  to  COAiTEn  XI.  —  I.  Buchanan's  Administration  on  the  Ere  of  tbe 
Bebellion.  II,  Booth  OuraUin's  Additw  to  tin  Bhn9>1ioldliig  8t«tea  III,  Boafh  GuoUm**  DaeUimtkii  as 
to  SocchIm)* 


Thb  several  distiiigaished  gentlemen 
named  on  a  preceding  page,  accepted 
{he  nonunations  for  president  and  vice> 
president,  and  each  party  had  strong 
hopes  of  succesa  The  republicans  ex- 
pected to  ctarry  the  Nortli  and  West 
without  diflitulty,  a\  hile  the  democrats, 
although  weakeuud  by  tlio  divisions  in 
their  ranks,  still  believed  thfinselves 
able  to  defeat  Mr.  Lincoln.  The  union 
party  also  persoaded  themselves  that  it 
was  qnite  possible  to  secure  the  election 
of  their  candidates.  The  canvass  was 
vigorously  prosecuted;  speeches  were 
made  in  all  directions  by  Messrs. 
Douglas,  Seward,  Lincoln,  and 
other  prominent  men ;  the 
press  entered  na  usual  niont  warmly 
into  the  contest :  and  the  people  were 
roused  to  the  con.sideratiou  of  the  impor- 
tant issues  depending  on  the  election. 


On  the  whole,  the  canvass  Vas  conduct 
ed  with  as  much  moderation  and  fiurness 
as  is  usual;  although,  at  the  South, 
there  was  no  disguise  of  the  hatred  to 
wards  the  republicans  and  their  prin- 
ciples, and  no  hesitation  in  avowing 
a  settled  purpose  never  to  submit 
to  the  government,  if  placed  in  Mi 
Lincoln's  hands.  These  bitter  de 
nunciations  and  thi-eatenings  were,  at 
the  time,  looked  upon  as  only  ihe  midin 
ary  effervescence  of  polit'cal  excitement , 
but  suhseqiaent  events  showed  that  the 
Southern  disuuionisfe  were  in  earnest 
in  their  fell  designs  against  the  integrity 
and  honor  of  the  country. 

The  election  took  place,  Tuesday, 
Novemlier  6th,  uud  by  means  of  the 
teleLnaj»h,  was  iiimiediately  made 
known.  Abraham  Lincoln  was  elect- 
ed president  of  the  United  States,  and 
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Hannibal  Ilamliu  vice-prt^ident,  by  a 
oonsidenible  majority.  Mr.  Lincoln 
received  1,$57,C10  votes,  and  180  out 
of  the  188  eleetoml  votes  of  tbe  free 
States;  Mr.  Douglas  received  1^865,976 
votes,  but  only  twelve  electoral  votes 
(three  from  New  Jersey,  nine  from 
Mi^sonri)  ;  Mr.  Breekenridge  received 
847,95;5  votes,  and  72  electoral  votes 
from  the  Southeni  Stati  s  ;  Mr.  Bell 
received  590,631  votes,  and  thirty-nine 
electoral  votes  fromVirginia,  Kentucky, 
and  Tennessee. 

Stich  was  the  lesdlt  of  the  contest 
It  was  plain  to  those  who  had  been 
watcliing  the  progress  of  events,  that 
the  long-existing  snpremai^  of  the 
Soutli  in  national  affairs  bad  now  re- 
ceived it.s  deatb-blow;  it  was  plain, 
also,  that  tliey  who  had  been  defeated 
in  the  recent  presidential  election  must 
now  submit  to  the  condition  of  things 
under  repubHean  rale,  or  seek  to  obtain 
redress  in  carrying  ont  into  action  their 
violent  and  ofUH«peated  threats 
of  disunion.  The  excitement 
was  intense,  and  Southern  leaden  sera- 
pied  not  to  increase  it  in  every  way  pos- 
sible. By  some  ytraurre  lialliieinatlon, 
they  seemed  to  consider  it  a  personal 
wroni;  done  to  them,  because  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  acting  in  the 
way  appointed  by  theCSonstitntion,  had 
decided  to  place  the  government  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  lincdn  and.his  advisers. 
They  threatened  vengeance,  and  all 
other  horrible  things,  and  they  soon 
beffan  to  make  it  evident  what  were 
their  long  cherished  desiirns.  Seeepsion, 
a  breakini;  up  of  the  Union,  a  Southern  j 
Confederacy,  a  new  republic  free  from  [ 
(M>ntami nation  with  Northern  abolition-  j 


ista  and  mechanics,  a  nation  founded  on 
the  absolute  supremacy  of  the  white 
race  and  the  necessary  perpetual  slavery 
c£  the  black  race ; — these  wwe  among 

the  things  talked  of  every  where  and 
by  all;  and  to  aooomplish  these  the 
Southern  leader?  now  set  themselves 
resolutely  at  work.* 

South  Carolina  took  the  lead  in  this 
'  mad  ontl)reak  against  the  Union. 
Governor  Gist,  early  in  Noveml)er,  so 
soon  as  the  presidential  election  became 
known,  recommended  the  legislature, 
&km  in  session,  to  maJce  immediate  pre 
fMiration  for  the  crisis,  by  organinng  the 
militia  for  active  service,  calling  for 
volunteers,  collecting  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion, summoning  a  oonveiitioTi  to  com- 
plete the  secession  of  the  State,  eta 
Deleixates  were  elected  oi^  the  Gtli  of 
December;  on  the  10th,  F.  W.  Pickens 

*  W«  may  ben  qaotob  In  ililicaiilwelloB,tb»1iillar 

of  that  notorinas,  anBcnipiilona  politician,  W.  L. 
Taoce^,  dated  Mont^^merj,  Alabama,  June,  18oS  i  it 
IWM  ■ddro-^sed  to  Mr.  J.  8.  Slaughter Your  kind 
fkvor  of  the  15th  is  received.  I  bftrdljr  agiw  irlth 
you  that  a  general  mov(^ment  can  Iw  mada  tbmt  will 
dear  out  tho  Auffcan  stable.  If  tliu  iJ( mocracy  wero 
orerthiowii  it  would  give  fJaoe  to  a  graater  and 
hungrier  ewnm  of  lllee. 

"Tho  n  iiu-<Iy  <jf  iho  South  la  not  in  smh  a  process. 
It  ia  in  a  diligent  orguiuatioii  of  her  true  mea  fin 
prompt  Tealalwioe  to  iha  next  •ggnHkn.  It  mwt 
oome  in  t!ic  natiiro  uf  things.  No  adtlitional  party  can 
eavo  ua :  uo  sectiouai  party  can  ever  do  it.  But  if  we 
could  do  a«  our  fathers  did,  organize  '  committeea  of 
aafety '  all  over  the  cotton  States  (and  it  is  only  in  tlicm 
that  wo  can  hope  for  any  effective  movement),  wo  i  h.^ll 
Jin  (Ke  t&utAem  heart,  iiutt^  the  iBMttWii  mind,  Q-'.te 
eranv* toM(A«tf^,anda(  thepropernnmaittkittme 
ot^nUti,  eoneerted  aeHm,  w  can  preeipCUU  ihe  aOton 
Slates  into  a  revcitUion.  Tho  i«l>>a  has  Ix'cn  uliadowed 
forth  in  the  South  by  Mr.  Baffin ;  baa  beoQ  token  up 
and  leeommended  in  tbe  AimtUer,  under  tlie  name 

of  '  Lofl.crae    of  Uiiiteil   SoiithcmerB,'  who  hypxny  | 
I  up  their  old  party  rclatima  on  all  ethw  qutttiont,  mil 
fwld  tk»  mttkun  iumparmmeunt,  nad  wQL  Influence 
j  i>zrti<'»,  ieu^skiaiiM  Old  itatMnMO."— Tsiicef  dbd. 
1  July  aath,  1863 
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iMcame  governor,  and  zealonslj  vtgfiA 
fbrvrard  extreme  measuies ;  <«i  tibie  ITth, 
the  convention  assembled  at  Columbia, 

but  as  the  small  pox  was  prevail- 
ing tlic  re,  it  riifit,  at  Charleston 
the  next  day ;  ou  the  I'Oth,  the  ordinance 
of  sccofision  was  reported  aud  adopted  in 
the  tbllowing  words : — We,  the  people 
of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in  Con- 
vention aasembled,  do  declare  and  or- 
dain, and  it  is  hereby  declared  and  or* 
dainedfthat  the  ordinance  adopted  by  us 
in  Convention  on  the  23d  day  of  May,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1788,  whereby  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  of 
America  was  ratified,  and  also  all  acts 
or  parts  of  acts  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  this  State  ratifying  the  amendments 
to  said  Constitution,  are  hereby  repeal- 
ed, and  that  the  Union  now  subsisting 
between  South  Carolina  and  other 
States  under  the  name  of  tiie  United 
States  of  America,  is  hereby  dissolved.'' 
The  convention  also  put  forth  an 
"  Address  to  the  People  of  the  Slave- 
holding  States,"  and  a  "  Declaration  of 
the  Causes  which  justify  the  Secession 
of  South  Carolina  from  the  Federal 
Union."*  After  a  good  deal  of  debate 
both  these  pupeis  were  adopted,  De- 
cember 24th.  The  address  was  an  at- 
tempt to  justify  the  course  which  had 
been  taken,  on  the  groimd  mainly  of 
northern  aggression,  and  urged  espeei* 
ally  upon  the  neighboring  states  to 
unite  with  South  Carolina  and  foiTO  "  a 
great  slave-holding  confederacy,"  The 
declaration  re-afhrnif^  l  tlie  state  rights 
theory  in  its  most  stringmt  form  ;  and 
asserted  that  fifteen  of  the  states  in  the 

*  For  mmp  extracts  from  thcnv  pa|MH,MApiiaito  I 

11.  at  tlie  end  of  llic  jirusieiit  chapter  I 
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Union  had  refused  to  fulfil  their  eonsti' 
tutionsl  obligations;  that  the  Korth 

hated  and  reviled  slaver}- ;  that  a  man 
had  been  elected  ])resi(l(.nt  whose  wliole 
soul  was  hostile  to  slavery ;  that  ne- 
groes, in  some  states,  had  been  allowed 
even  to  become  citizens ;  and  such  lika 
Governor  Pickeus,  the  same  day,  issued  ! 
a  proclamation,  asserting,  among  other 
things,  *<that  the  State  of  South  Caro- 
lina had  resumed  her  position  among 
the  nations  of  the  world  as  a  free^  sover^ 
eign,  and  independent  state;**  and  the 
legislature,  after  the  various  acts  called 
for  by  the  anomalous  condition  of  af- 
fairs, and  the  need  of  getting  ready  to 
resist  any  movements  on  the  part  of  tlie 
government  to  enforce  the  hiws,  ad-  | 
journed  on  the  5th  of  January,  18C1,*  j 

While  South  Carolina  was  thus  tak- 
ing the  lead  in  rebellion,  aided  and  en- 
couraged by  other  violent  pro^very 
portions  of  the  South,  the  nationsl  legia* 
latuie  was  just  entering  upon  its  mo- 
mentous work.  On  Monday,  Decem- 
ber 3d,  the  Thirty-sixth  Congre.^^s  met 
for  its  second  session.  Tfie  next  day 
Mr.  Buchanan  sent  in  his  nies- 
sage,  in  which  he  entered  into 
an  elaborate  discussion  of  the  state  of 
the  country,  and  made  various  recom 
m«[idationa  Teqotriug  special  attention. 
He  evidently  felt  himself  to  be  in  a  very 
difficult  and  uncomfortable  porition. 
All  his  political  life  had  been  marked 
by  partiality  for  the  southecn  views  of 


leaders  in  other  states.  Ordinancw,  Bimilar  m  t'mt 
above  quoted,  were  paawd  bjr  MiMis8i|tpi.  Jaaoaiy 
Wh,  1861 ;  by  AlabaniB  and  FIoiid%  Jattoaiy  lUh ;  by 

and  by  Texas,  Fcbroaij  lat 
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the  great  questions  at  mxtdf  and  by  a 

spirit  of  Tinmanly  yiibs-erviencr,  nnd 
so  he  condemued  the  2**orth,  v.  ithout 
sortiple,  as  the  authors  of  the  trouble 
now  existing;*  at  the  same  time  he 
could  hardly  venture  to  stultify  him- 
self by  justifying  the  coiine  of  the  hot- 
head^ politicians  who  were  inaugu- 
rating armed  insuixection,  and  oo  he 
took  occasion  to  set  fbrth  very  plainly 
.  the  folly  and  Impudence  of  the  claim 
on  the  part  of  any  state  to  secede  and 
break  up  the  Union,  whenever  it  saw 
fit  to  make  the  attempt. 

Hav  iijg — strangely  enough — de^jlar- 
ed  that  Mr.  Lincoln's  election  to  the 
presidency  "  does  not,  of  itself,  aflFord 
just  cause  for  dissolving  the  Union  f ' 
Mr.  Buchanan  went  on  to  say :  in 
order  to  joatify  secession  as  a  oonstitu- 
tional  renu'dy,  it  must  be  on  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  federal  government  is  a 
mere  voluntary  association  of  states,  to 
be  rliss'^lvfvl  at  pleasure  by  any  one  of 
tlie  C'OuLractin^-  i)artl<'.M.  If  this  be  so, 
the  confederacy  is  n  rope  of  sand,  to  be 
penetrated  and  diasulved  by  the  first 
adverse  wave  of  public  opinion  in  any 
of  the  states.  .  In  this  manner  our 
thirty-three  states  may  resolve  them- 

*  Mr.  GiddiDK*.  in  liiti  "  UU'i/rj/ of  th<s  Jicbdlion," 
p.  449,  denoancea  in  no  moABumi  terms,  "  the  men- 
daciuM  itttoaHMj  "  of  Mr.  Bodunui  In  uwrting  "  tho 
lonj;  eoDttmud  Md  Intenpente  inUrference  tit  the 

northeni  pcr)))lc  with  tlir  qu'-stion  of  Blnvciy  in  Vu 
MuUurn  itatct."  Oa  the  other  hand,  Mr.  George  Loot, 
ofMtMBMlnimtta,*  (rmtleiiua  of  7«us  rod  «xpef1«nee 
111  piiViHi:  nffliirM,  pubHshfNi  a  volume  of  some  500  pp. 
to  wt  forth  "  Th«  Origin  oftht  Late  War,  traced  fh>m  the 
b«((faiiliigfir  «b«  OoMtltatloii  t»  Uw  BavoH  of  Ihe 
"oa'.ln^m  fiXAtp^."  (New  York,  ISflC  >  Mr.  Lout's  views 
ore  of  tliii  i)ld-fu;ihlonwi,  pn>-»lavery  sort,  bo  thAt,  of 
-ourse,  \w  chftrj^^*s  ni»n  the  North  affgrtuleH  iipoD  the 
riffhts  of  the  South,  and  jaBtifI(>$>  the  wcpwinn  Ipadera 
in  seeking  rcdraas  bj  seceding  and  thus  compelling  the 
NortktoTkldtotlMb  deniMdA. 


selves  into  as  many  petty,  jarring,  and 
hostile  republics,  each  one  retiring  from 
tlie  Union  without  respousibility  when- 
ever any  sudden  excitemeut  miglit  im- 
pel them  to  such  a  course.  By  tliin 
process  a  Union  might  be  entirely 
broken  into  fragments  in  a  few  weeks 
which  cost  onr  toTefiithefS  many  years 
of  toil,  privation,  and  blood  to  ertablish. 

 It  (the  Constitution) 

was  intended  to  be  perpetual,  and  not 
to  be  annulled  at  the  pleasure  of  any 
one  of  the  contracting  parties.  .  .  . 
.  .  To  the  ( vtent  of  the  delegated 
powers,  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  Consti- 
tution of  each  state,  and  is  as  binding 
upon  its  people,  as  tiiough  it  had  been 
textually  inserted  therein.  This  gov- 
ernment therelbre^  is  a  great  and 
powerful  government,  invested  with  all 
the  attributes  of  sovereignty  over  the 
special  subjects  to  which  its  authority 
extends.  Its  fminers  never  intended  to 
iinyilunt  in  its  bosom  the  secdn  of  its 
owii  destruction,  nor  were  they  at  its 
creation  guilty  of  the  absurdity  of  pro- 
viding for  its  own  dissolution.  It  was 
not  intended  by  its  framers  to  be  the 
baseless  fabric  <^  a  vision,  which,  at  tho 
touch  of  the  enchanter,  would  vanish 
into  thin  air,  but  a  sub.stantial  and 
mighty  fabric,  capable  of  resisting  the 
slow  decay  of  time,  and  of  defying  the 
storms  of  Mires."  Tlie  ri-rl it  to  resist  op- 
pression could  not  of  eouree  be  denied. 
"  It  exists  independently  of  all  consti- 
tutions, and  has  been  exercised  at  ail 
periods  of  the  wood's  history.  Under 
it  old  governments  have  been  destroy- 
ed, and  new  ones  have  takoi  thdr 
plaoeu  It  is  embodied  in  strong  and 
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express  language  in  our  o\vn  Declara- 
tion of  Independence.  \hit  the  dis- 
tinctioa  must  ever  be  observed,  that 
this  is  revolution  acainst  an 
establislied  government^  and 
not  ft  voluntavy  Beoesskm  from  it  by 
virtue  of  sn  inlierent  oonatitationd 
riglit.  In  short,  let  us  look  the  danger 
ftirljr  in  the  &oe ;  Moesaion  is  neither 
more  nor  less  than  revolution.  It  may 
or  it  may  not  be  a  justifiable  revolu- 
tion ;  but  still  it  ifi  revolution.'''  Tt  was 
then  asked,  what  can  the  president  do 
in  such  a  state  of  things  ?  In  effect,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Buchanan,  nothing. 
WhAt  ean  Congress  do  I  CSan  it "  com- 
pel a'  state  to  remain  in  the  Union  T 
**Ha8  the  Constitntion  delegated  to 
Congress  the  ]>(  w  i  to  ooetoe  ft  state 
into  submission  M'hich  is  attempting  to 
witlidraw,  or  has  actually  withdrawn, 
tiora  tlie  confederacy  i  It"  auswered  in 
the  affirmative,  it  must  be  on  the  prin 
ciple  that  the  power  hasbiM-n  coDterred 
upon  Congress  to  declare  and  to  make 
war agfunrt aetata  After  mneh serious 
refleetiony  I  luiTe  arrived  at  the  oonda- 
sion  that  no  aoeli  power  has  been  dele* 
gated  to  Congress  or  to  any  other  de> 
partment  of  the  feder  d  Lovemment. 
.  .  .  .  Without  descending  to  par- 
ticulars, it  mny  be  safely  asserted,  that 
the  power  to  make  war  against  a  state 
is  at  variance  Avitli  the  whole  spirit  and 
intent  of  the  Constitution." 

As  a  sort  of  make-peace,  the  presiden  t 
suggested  an  ezplanatoiy  amendment 
to  the  Constitation.  ''on  three  special 
points:  1,  An  egress  recognition  of  the 
right  of  property  in  slaves  in  the  states 
where  it  now  exists  or  may  hereafter 
exist.  2  The  duty  of  protecting  this 


right  in  all  the  common  territoiiey 
throughout  their  territorial  existence, 
and  until  they  shall  be  admitted  as 
states  into  the  Union,  with  or  without 
slayeiyi  as  thdr  constitations  may  pre- 
scriba  8.  A  like  recognition  of  the 
right  the  master  to  have  his  slavey 
who  has  escaped  from  one  state  to  an- 
oth^,'  restored  and  'delivered  up'  to 
him,  and  of  the  validity  of  the  fugitive 
slave  law  enacted  for  this  purpose,  to* 
gether  with  a  declaration  that  all  state 
laws  impairing  or  defeating  this  right 
are  violations  of  the  Couatitution,  and 
are  consequently  null  and  void." 

The  message  conduded  with  stating 
that  the  foreign  relations  of  the  country 
were  genwally  satisfiustorj,  that  tibe 
tariff  needed  a  revision,  the  railroad  to 
the  Pacifie  ought  to  be  pushed  forward, 
etc. 

In  the  House  the  message  receivcKl 
but  scant  coui-tesy  from  tlie  ])rominent 
politicians  witli  whom  srn  --i  ni  was  a 
foregone  conclusion,  and  Mi.  Iniehitumi 
was  spoken  of  with  a  mixture  of  pity 
and  contempt  for  his  weakness,  vadllar 
tion,  inconristency,  and  the  like.*  Still 
there  were  those  who  not  only  believed 
that  the  Union  could  he  preserved  and 


*  "  Pre»dent  Buchanan  had,  in  his  mema^o  to  Coa- 
gTOis,  denouooed  nnwwnion  m  revolationuy,  bat  had 
heritetod  at  the  logiaa  eondiulOD  of  the  iA0A  of  *  oo> 

fTciou,'  cu  tho  jmrt  of  tlie  Fciloral  pnverument,  as  not 
warranted  by  the  text  of  the  Constitution.  Timid, 
seeietive^  coU,  and  with  ao  otlMrpoUoir  Aaa  that  of 
selfish  expediency,  thf*  remnant  of  his  aflmint^tration 
wa»  marked  by  embarrassment,  doubliMlealinpr.  and 
weak  and  conti'inptibln  qa(:niloaKUc(i.s." — "First  YtarOff 
the  War,"  p.  89.  bj  K  A.  PoUaid.  Blchoioiid.  Vm.  The 
author  indiilgos  in  many  other  bitter  remarks,  showing 
plainly  enoa^^li  tliat,  howevi-r  convenient  it  might  bo 
to  %m  Mr.  Bnchuian  Sax  sncwion  pntpoMiO,  the  Inoriwi 
la  thsC  oiflinnMiit  ODteftaliHd  fiv  Urn  anjthiog  teti* 
^eek  or  •doiittloQ. 


secession  or  revoltition  prevented,  hut 
wlio  were  willing  to  make  any  possaible 
coQceadon  in  order  to  attaia  this  de- 
sirable end.  Many  good  men,  both  in 
and  out  of  Congrese,  thus  thought  and 
hoped;  and  the  action  of  the  House, 
in  appointing  a  oommittee  of  thirty- 
three  (one  from  each  state), 
and  of  tlie  Senate,  in  appoint- 
ing a  committtHi  of  thirteen,  "vvas  hailed 
as  an  indication  that  the  dark  and 
gloomy  clouds  which  seemed  surcharged 
With  the  dii-est  of  evils  would  soon  paps 
away,  and  that  our  country  would  be 
spared  the  unutterable  tnals  and  tribu- 
lations of  war  in  our  very  midst. 

IHsaiqiointnient,  however,  speedily 
followed.  In  the  Senate,  December 
18th,  the  venerable  Mr.  Crittenden  pro- 
jjosed  his  "coruprf>raif=e  measures  " — vir- 
tually, a  restoration  of  the  Misi^ouri 
compromise — but  alt]i()U<;]i  earnestly 
ativocaietl  by  him,  and  approved  by 
great  numbers  of  the  people  as  wise 
and  judicious,  in  the  existing  critical 
condition  of  affiedrs,  they  were  lost  by  a 
vote  of  nineteen  to  twenty,  just  at  the 
close  of  the  seasion.  The  Senate  com- 
mittee of  thirteen,  on  the  last  day  of 
the  year,  reported  that  they  had  not 
been  able  to  agree  upon  any  plan  of  ad- 
justment of  the  national  difficulties  and 
perplexities.  In  the  House  a  large 
number  of  "  peace  propositions  ' '  wore 
discussed,  and  the  committee  of  thirty- 
three  reported  their  action,  late  in  the 
session.  Several  strongly  worded  re- 
solutions were  adopted,  uiging  an 
adherence  to  the  laws^  especially  in 
regard  to  the  slavery  question  and  its 
connections ;  a  resolution  was  also 
passed  recommending  an  amendment 
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to  the  Constitution,  ])y  which  Cougress 
would  be  foi  bidden  to  abolish,  or 
interfere,  in  any  state,  with  the  domestic 
institutions  thereof,  including  that  oi 
persons  held  to  labor  or  servitude  by 
the  laws  of  said  state."  The  Senate 
(  r  iirred  in  this  resolution,  on  the  4th 
of  March,  1861. 

Early  in  tlie  new  year  (January  8tli) 
ilr.  Buchanan*  sent  a  special  messa^ 
to  Cougreas  on  the  state  of  the  country, 
in  which,  having  given  it  as  his  opinion, 
that  "  the  fact  cannot  be  disguised  that 
we  are  in  the  midst  of  a  great  revolu- 
tion," he  pleaded  for  concesnon  to  the 
South,  for.  sacrifices  of  any  and  etvery 
kind  in  order  to  save  tho  Union,  and 
for  the  adoption  of  tibe  compromise 
measures  so  as  to  prevent  secession  and 
revolution.  He  also  sent  copies  of  a 
correspondence  between  himself  and 
certain  gentlemen  from  South  C'arolina, 
in  which,  with  refreshing  coolnetss  and 
assurance,  these  gentlemen  requirad 
Mr.  Budianan  to  disavow  Major  Ander- 
son's act  in  tsldng  possession  of  Fort 
Sumter  in  Charleston  harbor,  predict- 
ing terrible  things  if  he  did  not,  and 
in  which  also  Mr.  Buchanan  refused 
to  do  anything  of  the  kind.  He 
cloftpd  his  message  in  the-se  words : — 

Whatever  the  result  may  hi\  I  t>hall 
caiTv  to  my  grave  the  consciousueija 
that  I  at  least  meant  well  for  my 
country."  On  the  28th  of  January,  the 
president  sent  another  message,  indos- 
ing  resolutiona  of  the  legislature  of 
YiiginiS)  -uiging  upbn  the  extreme 

*  The  4fli  of  JamiuT'.  luKvlBif  leea  7«coiim«iided1qr 

tlie  prcaident  to  1x3  obstTved  aa  »  dRy  of  fastinff,  humi- 
liation, and  pnjrcr,  the  people  generally  ^laid  a  doe  and 
proper  rMpoot  ta  the  daVi      bewii^jfat  tbft  g^oldtliee 
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South  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  free 
states  on  the  other,  to  desist  from  all 
further  actiou  until  the  result  of  the 
peace  conference  be  ascertained.  In 
this  message  He  spoke  ia  liighttfms  of 
praise  of  thiB  coune  on  the  perl;  of 
yiiginiAi  and  dedared  Ms  detorminA* 
ti<Hi  "  never  to  despair  of  the  Republic.'' 
Od  the  19th  of  January,  the  General 
Assembly  of  Virginia  passed  those  re- 
solutions to  which  allusion  was  made 
ahoYP,  appointing  commissioners  to 
meet  with  those  from  other  states,  so 
as  to  devise,  if  possible,  some 
way  to  save  the  Union.  This 
peace  eonfetenoey  from  wliose  labors 
much  iFsa  eacpeeted,  met,  Febraary  4tfa, 
in  Washington.  Ex-Prasideni  Tyler 
was  chosen  to  preside;  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  commissioners,  lepro- 
eenting  twenty-one  states,  wei'e  present ; 
it  continued  in  sesi^iion  until  February 
27tli,  when  it  adjourT^'d,  and  t lie  result 
of  its  e-irnest  etlbrts  to  discover  a  way 
of  escape  out  of  existing  diflBculties  and 
dissensions  was  laid  before  Congress. 
In  the  Senate,  the  ^plan  of  acynstment*' 
was  discussed  for  the  few  remaining 
days  of  the  session,  but  no  action  re- 
sulted kohing  towards  the  settlement 
oS  the  momentous  question  at  issueL 

On  the  same  day  that  the  peace  con- 
ference met  at  Washincfton,  a  coTic»Tess  of 
delegates  from  the  seven  seceded  states 
(p.  55r>^  assembled  at  Montgonierj', 
Alal)ama.  ^Lr,  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  late 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  became  chair- 
man, and  in  his  address  assured  his 
hearera  that  the  dissolution  of  the 
Union  was  a  feet,  an  irrevocable 
fact;  the  separation  is  perfect,  com- 
plete^ and  perpetual.  ....  We 


will  this,  day  inaugurtite  for  the  South 
a  new  era  of  peace,  security,  and  pros- 
perity." Immediate  steps  were  taken 
to  provide  for  a  governiueut  iu  place 
of  that  which  they  had  undertaken  to 
throw  o^  and  to  establish  a  Southern 
Oonfederacy.  Matters  were  hurried 
forward  as  much  as  possible.  The  Con* 
stitution  of  the  United  SJ^ates  waa 
adopted  near^  as  whole,  with  two  or 
three  politic  provisions  introduced,  one 
against  the  slave  trade,  and  another 
against  importing  slaves  from  any  state 
outside  of  the  confederacy.  The  first  of 
these  would  be  good,  capital  iu  seek- 
ing foreign  aid'  and  sympathy;  the 
latter  bore  directly  on  Tii^nia,  the 
great  skve^breeding  state  in  the  Union. 
This  waa  accomplished  on  the  8th  of 
February, 

The  next  day  Jeflferson  Davis,  of 
Mississippi,  was  chosen  pre^sident,  imd 
A.  H.  Stephens  vice-president  of  the 
confederation.  The  fonner  of  these 
was  a  thorough  politician,  well  versed 
in  all  matters  of  public  life,  and  a  man 
of  decided  ability.  As  an  unscrupulous 
devotee  to  the  scheme  which  had  so 
long  been  coming  to  maturity,  he  was 
probably  the  beet  man  who  could 
have  been  chosen  to  go  to  any  and  all 
lengths  in  the  attempt  to  break  down 
and  destroy  the  Union.  Tlie  latter, 
Mr.  Stejilien^;,  was  also  a  man  of  ability, 
but  of  a  diltereut  stamp  from  Davis ; 
more  yielding  and  impressible,  and  less 
fixed  and  stern  in  principle  and  deter- 
minaticMi.  Less  than  -Uiree  months  be^ 
fore  (November  Uth,  1860)  he  had 
made  an  eloquoit  speech  in  presence 
of  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  in  which 
he  showed  the  folly  and  wicked 
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of  aeoenion,  and  besoo^t  his 
oonntrymen  never  to  take  any  part 

in  disnnion  :  "  If  the  RepnWic  is 
to  go  down,  let  vs  be  found  at  the 
last  moment  standing  on  the  deck  with 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  Stat^ 
waving  over  our  heads !  .  .  .  I  fear 
if  we  evince  paaekm,  and  witli. 
oat  soiBdeni  cause  flball  taike 
that  step,  a  diaroptum  of  the  ties  that 
bind  us  to  the  Union — that  instead  of 
becoming  gods,  we  will  V^ecome  demons, 
and  at  no  distant  day  countenanrr 
cuttinf;^  one  aiuvtliers^  throats."  And 
yet,  althonirli  avowing  such  sentiments, 
he  was  willing  to  deny  them  all,  and 
takf.  the  post  which  offered  to  him. 
He  even  undertook,  the  very  evening 
of  hia  election,  to  boast  of  the  bkss- 
iqgs  of  skvery,  and  to  glorify  it  as 
the  basis  of  the  eonfedantion.  Our 
Others  held  slavery  to  be  wrong  eyery 
way,  socially,  morally,  and  jwlitically  ; 
l)Ut,  says  Mr.  S.  (sorae  weeks  later,  at 
Savannah),  "our  new  government  is 
founded  upon  exactly  the  opposite 
ideas ;  its  foundations  are  laid,  its  cor- 
ner stone  rests  upon  the  gnat  troth 
that  the  negro  is  not  equal  to  the  white 
man ;  that  skrery,  snbordination  to  the 
snperior  race,  is  his  natural  and  nor 
mal  condition.  This,  our  new  govern- 
ment, is  the  first  in  the  liistoiy  of  the 
world  based  upon  this  great  physical, 
philosophical  and  moral  truth." 

Davis,  having  reached  Montgomery, 
was,  on  the  18th  of  February,  inau- 
gurated with  appropriate  cexvmonies. 
His  address  was  well  written  and  wore 
an  appearance  of  candor  and  confi- 
dence, but  was  Ti  t  vltho  it  its  under- 
current of  1 1  prehension.   A  few  sen* 


tenoes  are  all  that  we  have  room  to 
quote.  "Lookmg  forward  to  the  speedy 

establishment  of  a  permanent  govern- 
ment to  take  the  place  of  this,  and 
whicli,  by  its  moral  and  physical  power, 
will  be  better  able  to  combat  with 
the  many  difficulties  which  arise  from 
the  conflicting  interests  of  separate  nap 
tions^  I  enter  upon  the  duties  of  the  of- 
fice to  which  I  have  been  chosen,  with 
the  hope  that  the  beginning  of  our  ca- 
reer as  a  Confederacy  may  not  be  ob- 
stnicted  by  hostile  opposition  to  the 
enjoyment  of  our  separate  existence 
and  independence  which  we  have  as- 
serted, and  which,  with  the  blessing  of 
Providence^  we  intend  to  iimH»^"t  . 

.  .  The  transition  ftom  the  former 
Union  to  the  present  Confederacy  has 
not  proceeded  from  a  disregard,  on  our 
part,  of  our  just  obligations,  or  any  fail 
ure  to  perform  every  constitutional 
duty  ;  moved  by  no  interest  or  passion 
to  invade  the  rights  of  others,  anxious 
to  cultivate  peace  and  commerce  with 
all  nations,  if  we  may  not  hope  to  avoid 
war,  we  nuy  at  least  expect  that  pos. 
terity  will  acquit  us  of  having  need- 
lessly engaged  in  it.  .  .  .  We  have 
entered  upon  a  career  of  independenee 
which  must  be  inflexibly  pursued 
through  many  years  of  controversy  ^vith 
our  late  a8sociate3  of  the  Northern 
States.  We  have  vainly  endeavored  to 
secure  tranquillity  and  obtain  respect  for 
the  rights  to  which  we  are  entitled.  As 
a  necessity,  not  a  choice^  we  have  re- 
sorted  to  the  remedy  of  separation,  and 
henceforth  our  eneigies  must  be  directed 
to  the  conduct  of  our  own  affairs,  and 
the  perpetuity  of  the  Confederacy  which 
we  havo  formed." 
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The  cabinet  of  tbe  rebel  president 
consietcd  of  Hr.  Toombs,  of  Geoigia, 
secretary  of  stale;  Hr.  Memminger,  of 

South  Carolina,  secretary  of  tlie  treas- 
uTj  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  secretary 
of  war;  and  Mr.  Mallory,  of  Florida, 
secretary  of  the  navy.  During  the  ses- 
sion, various  steps  were  taken  to  secure, 
if  poeaible,  foreign  ud  and  re- 
cognitioii;  to  raise  money  for 
the  probable  straggle  near  at  hand;  to 
provide  troops  and  eixsteuaiice,  etc. 
Having  elaborated  a  permanent  consti- 
tution, with  distinct  declaration  of  state 
sovereiomty  as  a  part  and  parcel  of  it,  the 
provisional  congress  adjourned,  on  the 
16tli  of  March,  to  meet  two  moutlis 
later  at  Montgomery,  Alabama. 

Thus  were  the  impeiaom  and  amM< 
tious  spirits  of  the  Sonth  pressing  fo^ 
ward,  and  doing  all  in  their  power  to 
try  condltsions  with  the  loyal  north- 
em  and  western  states.  It  was  evident, 
tlioutrh  hard  to  Relieve,  that  thev  who 
had  dared  to  secede  would  not  scruple 
to  avail  themselves  of  everything  they 
could  lay  liands  upon  for  their  purposes; 
and  so,  very  early  demonstrations  were 
made  in  refereneeto  seizing  upon  tbe  for- 
tifications of  the  United  States  in  tbe  har- 
born  along  the  sonthem  coasts  and  else- 
where. The  majority  of  Mr.  Buchanan's 
oabinel^  especially  the  gentlemen  in  the 
war  and  treasury  departments,  were  se- 
cessionists, and  were  so  lost  to  all  princi. 
pies  of  lionor  and  integrity  as  to  use 
the  opportunities  afforded  "by  their  offi- 
cial positions  in  advancing  the  cause  of 
disunion  and  rebellion,*   Every  pos- 

ThtFlnt  Tearofthe  War,"  from  the  soathem, 
rebel,  point  of  view,  thia  conduct  to  bighlj  ]«aded. 
^p«iklng«fdMft«lMtaw  Sonth  ndgfalMtbeanp- 
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sible  fiuality  was  afforded  to  enable  the 

rebels  to  carry  out  their  designs ;  tbe 
United  States  troops  were  scattered  and 
dispersed,  so  as  to  prevent  any  effective 
garrisoning  the  forts  at  tlie  South;  and 
through  the  connivance  of  the  secretary 
of  the  navy,  the  United  States  ships  of 
war  were  also,  as  far  as  possible,  sent 
ont  of  the  way,  or  Tendered  nnflt  to  do 
duty  in  behalf  of  law  and  order  in  oni 
natire  land.* 

The  podtion  of  matters  in  Charleston 
harbor  soon  made  it  evident  what  Soatb 
Carolina  and  the  seceding  states  were 
about  to  undertake.  The  authorities 
and  people  of  the  city  were  anxious  that 
the  "  sovereign  "  state  of  South  Caro- 
lina should  at  once  seize  upon  the  forts, 
eren  as  they  bad  begun  the  work  by 
taking  posaession  of  tbe  custom  house, 
tbe  United  States  arsenal,  etc.  Fort 
Monltri^  a  large  fortress^  requiring 
some  seven  hundred  men  to  garrison  it, 
wa3  occupied  by  Major  Anderson,  with 
a  force  of  only  eighty  men ;  and  wa^ 

pUed  with  anns,  etc,  to  c&ny  on  the  war,  the  anthoi 
■ajs:  "Thlidiwdnntagehad  boea  proridod  against 
hj  the  ttmcly  set  of  one  quui.  Ifr.  Flojd,  of  Tirginia. 
when  Becretarv  of  war  under  Mr.  Bucliaiiaii'a  admini^ 
tmtfon,  had  bj  a  siaglo  order  effected  the  Uanafer  of 
lUMMOlnprned  naiketo  weA  riflea  ftmn  the  Spring- 
field armoi7  and  Watenrliet  nrgonul  to  di9<  mnt  arse- 
nals at  the  sonth."  In  addlticoi  to  these  and  otlwr  sop- 
pUea  olitaliMd  In  ft  Ulce  tnaaiier,  the  ftatbar  ■tfttes.  that 
"the  Sonth  (»ntercd  upon  the  wtir  with  1  W.OOO Bmall 
arms  of  the  moat  approved  modi-m  pnttern.and  the 
beet  In  the  world."  (pp.  67,  08  )  Mr.  liurlianau,  how. 
over,  in  Lis  "Administration  on  the  Em  of  the  JMfUi^>!^," 
(p.  219,  eta)  denies  entirely  the  correctness  of  the  above 
statemtTit.  Ite  also  in  his  rejoinder  to  Gen.  Scott, 
(Xationnl  JtUeUigmeer,  Nov.  17,  1883)  aocnaee  Flojd 
of  lying,  when  h«  boasted  of  haTfnpaeoaDpliAed  the 
stealing  of  nrmsof  various  kinds. 

*  In  the  House  a  resolution  of  census  was  passed 
•gilatt  Mr.  Tmiesf  .  mm/tuy  of  ths  vmrj,  hesftaas  of 
bis  readlne.sB  in  accepting  "  the  resignations  of  officers 

iof  the  navj,  who  were  in  arms  against  the  govern* 
iiMBi^''ftiidbblMvlitgliitlibwft]rlielp«d  tlMcmiMcf 
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wholly  indefensible  on  the  land  ^ide. 
Early  alive  to  the  critical  pot^ition  in 
which  he  was  placed,  Major  Anderson 
begged  for  reinforceuients,  at  the  begiu- 
ning  of  December,  I860;  but piw 
dent,  acting  under  tbe  gaidance  of  Ab. 
Floyd,  Becretaiy  of  war,  lelused  (o  woA 
them.  The  commander  of  the  United 
States  troops  then,  following  his  own 
jadgmeot  as  to  the  necessities  of  the 
case,  on  the  mirht  of  the  9f>th 
of  December,  removed  his  small 
force  to  Fort  Sumter,  in  which,  being 
out  of  the  way  of  immediate  danger, 
and  every  way  moje  favorably  situated, 
he  waa  confident  of  beii^  able^  for  the 
present,  at  least,  to  defend  tiie  flag  of 
his  eonntrjr. 

TheObarlestonians  were  great!  j  excit* 
ed  on  account  of  what  had  occurred,  and 
determined  to  take  measures  at  once 
to  compel  submission.  On  the  10th  of 
January,  tlie  steamer  Stai'of  tlicWest  ar- 
rived with  reinforcements  ;  but  having 
been  fired  into  b}'  the  confederate 
guns,  she  sailed  away,  and  the 
brare  band  in  Fort  Sumter  were  aban- 
doned to  ihear  &te.  Qormunt  Piekens 
immediately  demanded  tbe  surrender 
of  the  fort,  which  was  promptly  refused 
by  Migor  Anderson,  on  the  1 1th.  Bat- 
teries were  now  brought  to  bear  in 
commanding  positions,  and  the  fort  was 
closely  besieged.  Major  Anderson  was 
instructed  by  government  to  act  wholly 
on  the  defensive,  which  he  did  ;  but  as 
matters  were  ev^y  day  tending  toward 
the  furious  assault  which  was  ultimately 

rebellion  and  deeply  "  Injared  the  honor  and  l  iiicioncy  of 
the  navy." — 8*«  also,  in  th(a  connection,  the  openinff 
cbaptanof  Dr.  BnjnUm'n'MMmv  qfthtJfa^,  during 
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made,  the  women  and  children  were, 
early  in  February,  sent  from  the  fort  to 
New  York;  and  the  war  depart nitnt 
was  informed,  ou  the  1st  of  ^larcli,  that 
an  attack  might  at  any  time  be  expected 
to  be  made  on  Fort  Sumter. 

As  illustrating  the  fact  that  some  few 
were  left  who  dared  to  act  gsiUantly  in 
behalf  of  the  Union  and  flag  of  our 
countiy,  we  may  put  on  record  the  spirit 
and  energy  of  Lieut.  A.  J.  Slemmer,  at 
Fort  Pickens,  Florida.  On  the  12th  of 
January,  18G1,  Captain  Eandolph,  of 
the  navy,  headed  a  band  of  insurgents, 
and  by  the  connivance  of  the  officers  in 
command  at  the  Peosacola  navy  yard, 
took  possession  of  it,  and  hauled  down 
our  glorions  national  flag.  Lieotonant 
Slemmer,  a  young  officer  of  artillery,  in 
temporary  charge  of  the  adjacent  Fort 
McRae,  scorning  the  treason  of  his  hi- 
sociates,  occupied  at  once  Fort  Pick- 
ens, on  Santa  Rosa  Island,  facing  the 
harbor.  Some  marinew  from  the  U.  S. 
steamer  Wyandotte,  and  some  few  sol- 
diers from  Fort  Barancas  and  the  navy 
yaid,  joined  the  loyal  band,  and  Lieut. 
Slemmer  was  thus  enabled  to  hold  the 
enemy  at  bay  till  the  fort  was  leinforoed 
and  properly  garrisoned  (in  April)  by 
the  government 

In  carrj'iDg  out  the  plan  alluded  to 
above,  (p.  562  note),  Mr.  Cobb,  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  finding,  apparently, 
that  there  was  nothing  further  which 
he  could  do  to  benefit  secession  and  it8 
vile  purposes,  resigned  his  post^  De- 
cember 10th,  1 860.  On  the  14th,  Gen 
eral  dass,  secretary  of  state,  refiised  to 
serve  any  longer  in  the  calnnet^  because 
the  president  would  nut  strengthen  the 
garrison  at  Fort  Moultrie,  and  on  the 
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29th,  Mr.  Floyd* the  &ecretary  of  war, 
having  ascertaiueJ,  much  to  his  chagrin, 
that  the  president  would  not  order 
Major  Anderson  back  from  Fort  Sum- 
ter to  Fort  Moultrie^  and  would  not 
evacuate  Obarleston  WW,  resigned  all 
iiirtlier  aliare  on  Lis  part  in  tho  man- 
agement of  public  afiairSb  Mr.  Holt, 
the  postmahter-general,  was  appointed 
in  his  place,  and  soon  gave  evidence 
that  there  was  to  he  some  life  and  vigor 
in  that  department.  Mr.  Thompson, 
secretary  of  the  interior,  I'esigued,  Jan- 
uary 8th,  1861 ;  as  did  also  Mr.  Thomas, 
appointed  in  Idr.  CobVa  place^  on  the 
14th  of  January.  John  A.  Diz  was 
then  chosen  secretary  of  the  treasury^ 
which  seemed  to  give  assurance  of  more 
energy  and  decision  than  had  Ijeretofore 
marked  the  action  of  the  cabinet.  By 
these  changes  it  wjis  saved  from  sinking 
quite  into  public  contempt. 

As  evidence  of  theie  being  some  new 
life  infused  into  the  administration,  it 
may  be  stated  here^  that  Seeretsry  IHXf 
four  days  after  his  entrance  upon  office^ 
sent  Mr.  W.  IL  Jones  to  save,  if  possi- 
ble, from  the  hands  of  plundering  seces- 
sionists, two  revenue  cutters  at  New 
Orleans  and  Mobile.  Mr.  Jones,  on 
reaching  New  Orleans,  directed  Capt. 
Breshwood,  in  command  of  the  cutter, 
to  proceed  to  New  York.    He  peremp- 

•  In  Hie  latter  pnTt  of  t)ie  year  ISfJO,  public  funds, 
ainountinfrto  more  thun  #800,0(X),  wcroalislracicd  from 
ihf  dL-pftrtmi-nt  of  the  interior  hr  a  clerk  named  Oodard 
Bailey.  Tho  p^rand  jury  of  tlio  District  of  ColambiA 
«non  after  found  an  indictment  against  Mr.  Floyd,  m 
bdag  privy  to  this  frand  on  the  part  of  Bailey  ;  bat, 
although  many  believe  bin  to  have  been  &  ahaier  in 
the  epolls  thus  acquired,  th«  can.  when  tmraglit  np  in 
thecrimiaalooortat  Waelnnjrton,  v-u.><  di-iminHoJ,  March 
20tli,  1881.  Bee  Mr.  Buchanan's  "  AdminittrcUion  an 
tt«  A«4if  fll«JM«lHMi,'*iipkl8S-67:  be  nagnta  very 
taaA.  tliaftVlogrd  eMped,  ubsdia,  witboBt  tiliL 


torily  refused,  and  Mr.  Jones  telegraphed 
for  further  instructions.  Secretary  Dix'a 
answer  was  instantaneous  and  decisive : 
my  OM  attenyrta  to  haul  doufn  the 
Ammem  flag^  ehoothmon  ^  tpotr 
Becretaiy  Holt,  also,  in  his  department, 
signed  an  order  on  the  1st  of  Marchy  dis- 
missing, with  disgrace,  General  Twiggs 
from  the  army  of  the  United  States, 
"for  his  treachery  to  the  flag  of  his 
country,  in  having  surrendered,  on  the 
18th  of  Februar}',  1861,  on  the  demand 
of  the  authorities  of  Texas,  the  mili 
tary  posts  and  other  property  of  th<i 
United  States  in  his  department  and 
under  his  ehaigei"  By  this  officer*8 
treasonable  condud^  more  than  a  million 
of  dollars*  worth  of  property  (muless 
horses,  wagons,  materials  of  war,  etc.) 
was  lo8t  to  the  government  and  placed 
in  the  bands  of  rebels. 

In  (Congress,  an  agreed  upon  course  had 
btjen  pursued  on  the  subject  of  resigna- 
tion. As  the  states  before  named  se- 
ceded, their  senators  and  npiesentatiTee 
profeMed  themaelres  called  upon  to  tshe 
their  departure  from  Washii^fton.  With 
a  degree  of  assurance  truly  wonderful, 
these  men,  the  Davises,  the  Slidells,  tlie 
Yulees,  the  Taylors,  and  the  like,  dared 
to  stand  up  in  the  halls  of  the  national 
legislature  and  avow  themselves  a.s  mi 
der  no  obligations  to  obey  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  as  determiutid 
to  trample  the  Union  under  fboi  With 
singular  forbearance  and  lack  of  spirit 
on  the  part  of  .Congress^  they  were  lis 
tened  to,  and  permitted  to  utter  words 
as  they  chose,  words  of  mingled  threat- 
enii^  and  entreatie.s,  which  plainly 
showed  that,  desj)ite  all  their  boastings 
and  loud  talking,  they  were  by  i  o  means 
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SO  sure  a.s  they  professed  themselves  to 
he  with  r^ard  to  the  final,  perhaps 
fMj  oouseqttences  <rf  their  acta. 

Congress  having  reached  its  limit  of 
lifi^  adjourned  on  the  4tli  of  Ifarcb. 
The  aesflion  had  been  a  hney  one,  full 
uf  excitemenl,  and  with  more  talking 
tban  any  thing  else ;  and  few  of  itn 
measures  were  v.- hat  the  grave  necessi- 
ties of  the  country  called  for.* 
The  military  arm  was  uot 
strengthened ;  and  the  increase  to  the 
Qavy  was  small  and  not  important 
The  loans  anthoriBed  were  rather  for 
temporaty  emeigendee  than  anything 
else;  and  the  taii£^  wbich  added  to  the 
duties  some  five  to  ten  per  cent,  was 
adopted  in  order  to  gratify  the  manu- 
facturing interests  at  the  North.  ^-^^ 
far,  however,  &s  any  settlement  of  dilii- 
eulties  w  as  coiicerued,  or  any  clear,  ad- 
equate apprehension  of  what  was  neces- 
sary to  he  done  in  the  ezistiDg  (»^tical 
condition  of  a&irs,  Congress  adjourn- 
ed without  any  result.  This^  as  sub* 
sequent  events  developed,  was  a  part 
of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  eeoeaaon 
leaders.f 

At  the  same  date,  March  4  th,  James 


•  Three  new  Territories  were  erected,  princijiallv 
made  np  ttam  parts  <>f  EaoMS,  Nebraska  and  Utah, 
and  were  named  Colorado,  Nevada  and  Daootah. 

fTlmtnaioiiable  plots  and  achanm  of  ibsM  men 

have  bcL-n  iniwlc  evicient  rnoiifrh  by  vftrious  letters  and 
documeats  which  hare  come  into  the  pooseaaioQ  of  the 
Culted  States  aptboritiM.  Senator  Toie^cf  Florida, 

for  instancT,  writing'  under  date,  January  7th.  ISCl,  to 
a  peraott  in  Tailahaiieee, saya :  "If  we  left  here  (Ccn> 
grew),  foroe,  loan,  and  Tolaiitsar  UUsinlglit  befMUHsd, 
which  would  pat  Mr  Lincoln  In  Immediate  condition 
for  hoetilitiea;  whereaa,  by  r<--malning  in  oar  plaws 
until  the  4th  of  March,  it  it  thought  m  can  keep  the 
land*  ofjfr.  Buchanan  tied,  and  ditnbU  the  Bepvhli- 
tane  from  effi-eting  ang  UffiitaHm  uMek  leiO  drengthen 
thf  hiinde  of  the  inroming  adminUtraium  "  This  k-ttcr, 
whkh  shows  how  dellhmtelj  seceasion  was  settled 


isei. 


Buchanan  retired  from  the  cares  and  re- 
sponsibilities of  office.  Our  view  of  hi3 
adminntration  may  be  gatb^ed  with, 
out  difficulty  lh>m  the  brief  record  b^re 
placed  before  the  reader.  A  man  ot 
good  intentions,  amiable  in  character, 
gentlemanly  in  deportment,  and  pos- 
sessing fair  abilities,  this  "  old  public 
functionary"  had  been  a  very  h>ng  time 
in  political  life,  and  hiid  served  his 
country  in  various  capacities,  at  home 
and  abroad.  He  was  well  acquainted 
with  the  routine  of  office,  and,  we  may 
believe^  truly  desirous  of  promoting  the 
best  interests  of  his  native  land ;  but 
certain  personal  qualities,  by  which  he 
yielded  readily  to  others,  and  a 
certain  deficiency  in  strength 
ftnd  fixedness  of  purpose,  a.s  well  as  an 
aliuoj^t  aV)ject  adherence  to  that  school 
of  politics  which  gave  up  everj'thing  to 
southern  domioation  and  supremacy, 
fitted  htm  exactly  ibr  the  uses  of  tiiose 
ambitious,  unscrupulous  men  who  were 
determined  thsit  the  North  and  West 
should  submit  entirely  to  all  their  de- 
mands^ or  they  would  break  down  and 
destroy  the  Union.  He  seems  to  have 
been  conscious,  oftentimes,  that  he 
ought  not  to  allow  such  and  such 
things  to  be  said  and  done,  and  that  he 
ought  to  say  and  do  something  very 
different  from  what  he  did.  Unwilling 
to  offend  those  who  bad  placed  him  in 
the  presidential  chair,  he  hesitated  con* 
tinually ;  he  was  uncertain  and  unde> 
cided  in  his  course ;  he  allowed  his 
secretaries,  with  their  shrawd  helpers 
in  and  out  of  Clongrees,  to  shape  things 


upon  by  sonthem  tniton, 

Florida,  when  that 
troops,  March,  1863. 


place  was  eaptai«d  by  train 
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in  snch  wise  as  to  prepare  the  way  for 
rebellion ;  lie  virtually  placed  a  pre- 
mium ou  rebellion ;  and  in  fact,  he  did  ' 
more  tbau  any  other  ooe  man  could 
hare  done  to  give  it  tbe  ways  and 
means  of  entering  witli  any  hope  of 
saooesB  upon  its  enidda],  wi^d  career 
of  blood  and  oatnge.  In  woida^  Mr. 
Buchanan  was  not  deficient  on  various 
occasions;  he  could  and  he  did  beg, 
and  entreat,  and  implore  his  country- 
men not  to  dispute,  not  to  contend,  not 
to  etri\  e  one  with  another ;  he  could 
set  forth  the  folly  and  impudence  of 
secession  as  clearly  as  was  possible  for 
language  to  do  it ;  yet  he  coold,  at  the 
same  time^  sftoltify  himself  by  declaring 
that^  thoogh  it  was  plainly  a  violation 
of  tbe  Constitution  for  a  state  to  take 
upon  itself  to  secede,  though  seoeeaion 
was  revolution,  still  he  had  no  power 
to  take  steps  to  prevent  it ;  he  did  not 
see  that  he  could  use  any  force  to  hin- 
der men  from  destroyin?  the  Union 
and  involving  the  whole  country-  in  war 
and  bloodshed.  A  most  singular  state 
of  things  indeed  I  A  most  astonishing 
▼iew  of  tbe  duties  and  lesponstbflities 
of  one  who  bad  solemnly  sworn  to 
"  preserve,  protect^  and  defend  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  IJnited  States,"  which 
is  "  the  supreme  law  of  the  laud  "  !  A 
strange  exemplification  of  words  in 
place  of  deeds;  of  talking  instead  of  I 


acting!*  L^t  this,  however,  suffice. 
Mr.  Buchanan's  career  came  to  its  end ; 
and  his  countrymen  have  virtually  pro- 
nounced judgment  upon  liim  and  his 
acts.  It  is  evident,  we  think,  to  say 
the  least|  that  be  was  not  equal  to  tbe 
emergency  in  which  be  was  placed,  and, 
after  making  aU  due  allowances,  we 
are  convinced,  that  upon  him  wiU  ever 
rest  the  reproadi  of  vacillation,  weak- 
ness, ineEcieney,  and  unfitnej^s  for  the 
high  and  responsible  office  of  f  resident 
of  the  United  Stateaf 

*  QenenI  DIz,  In  &  tpeech  mada  in  New  York,  April 
80th,  tried  to  defend  Mr.  Bacban«n,  and  uid,  nmoag 
other  things,  that  "if  South  Carolina  had  tendered 
war  to  the  Uta  adninirtiatkni  m  ah*  to*  to  thia— I 
mean  hj  a  hoittle  and  daadlj  aMiiilt  U  woM  ham 
been  nnanlmouBl^  accepted. "  No  doubt  this  wag  bo  ; 
bat  not  while  Cobb,  Flojd,Thomiwon«  et  id  omnsgentu, 
were  la  fhe MUut  It  wMMiljr  pcMAIa  whan  aaeh 
men  as  Gen.  Dix  and  S*x*iTtftry  Holt  were  Mr.  Buchan- 
an's advisers,  that  rvbclUoa  would  receive  iu  juat 

f  In  November,  1S65,  the  predecessor  of  Mr.  Lincoln 
published  a  book  entitled,  "Mr.  Buehanan't  Admin- 
idratwn  m  the  Ste  oftA«  RebeUion."  It  is  a  moderate 
Bized  Tolome  of  olMMt  800  pagea^  and  nndaiiakaa  to 
defend,  and  vxonente  from  all  rspioaeh.  one  of  wlioiu 
wo  huvo  Hpi)l-'  ii  V  ry  frw  iy  alKivo.  Mr.  Burhanna 
chargea  boatUitj  against  him  on  tbe  part  of  CoogrcaB ; 
theirMAiBBltoBtnngtlMntiialiandaaf,  ovaM  In  to* 
way,  the  Ezecutivo ;  llie  rancoMu^^  fiiniUy  of  individ 
uai  politicians;  the  uajust  and  false  chargea  of  Qm 
Soott  agaiaathln,  etc  He  alao  ladairtakM toaatftwth 
his  policy  as  being  thn  only  wise  and  •'^(f  \v>Vicy  in  the 
existing  crisis,  uid  altogether  to  mako  it  appear  that 
he,  at  least,  is  not  to  blanaflv  what  was  done,  or  what 
has  rosultad  Itam  bia omnw  daring  tho  Uttav  putol 
his  pabUe  earner.  In  Appendix  I.  at  tho  and  of  tiia 
prewcnt  chapter,  we  giro  a  few  extracts  fhu  lb.  Ba> 

ohanaa'a  book :  9alumt  quantumt  €te. 
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APPENDIX  TO  CHAPTEE  XI. 


L— lu  r  iiANAN'S  ADMINISTRATION  ON 

Tii±:  EVE  OF  THE  RSBELLION. 
Tme  uarntiTeirilltmiTel^Aeorifiiial  nad  ono- 

mtinng  causes  of  all  our  fatora  tronhl?-?  are  to  be 
foand  in  the  long,  actire,  and  penisteot  hostility  of 
the  norfhcm  aboHtioiiffta,  both  1b  and  oat  of  Con- 
greaa,  against  southern  Blavery,  until  the  final  tri- 
ompb  of  th«ir  cause  in  the  election  of  President  Lin- 
coln ;  and  on  the  other  bmd,  tho  oenvsponding  nn- 
tagonism  and  violence  with  which  the  a(ivocAt<?s  of 
slavery  resisted  these  efforts,  and  vindtcatod  it*  pre- 
servation and  exten-tion  up  to  the  period  of  nuiMloii. 

 Jlatiy  {grievous  errors  wore  committed 

by  both  parties  from  the  beginning,  but  the  DUMt  fa- 
tal of  them  all  was  the  secession  of  the  cotton  states. 
 Even  after  Mr.  B.  had,  in  his  messages, 


American  people  disobeyed  and  resisted  the  Consti- 
tution of  their  country  as  expounded  by  the  triba> 
ml  whUi  tiier  fhenselTea  bad  eraatad  fbr  tlM  ex- 
press pnrpose.  The  great  demrM^ratif^  p»rfy  nii»rl)( 
have  maintalQcd  lt«  aacendaac J  andsared  the  Union, 
had  it  not  been  thus  hopelessly  divided  at  tliis  criti- 
cal period.  Encouraged  and  emboldened  by  its 
irrecoiK  liable  divi&iona,  the  abolition,  or  republican 
party,  no  longer  confined  itsdf  to  an  opfkosition  to 
alavciy  in  the  Territorip-'  Tr  soon  f'^tended  its  agi- 
tation to  the  aappnasion  ol  alavury  within  the  States. 
Attheflntit  MDgbl  to  mn  afptmnam,  hot  tiM 
veil  VM  too  tnatpMrent  to  oooflMl  Iti  pmpom. 


cypo-r  ri  the  dangerous  condition  of  public  affaira, 
Hnd  whea  it  had  Ixicome  morally  certain  that  all  hin 
eflbrta  to  avoid  the  dvU  war  mrald  be  frustrated  by 
aptncics  far  beyond  his  contrui.  they  persmtently  re- 
fused to  pass  any  meaauiea  enabling  him  or  his  suc- 
c«Nr  to  oxeciito  tiie  latro  iigdaet  enied  imUbocu, 
ot  to  deftnd  the  eooutiy  tgHbuit  epfmaeUiig  rebel- 
lion. 


President  Bnchnnun  ever  since  the  commenoement 
of  bis  administration  has  been  persistently  de- 
nounced, especially  bj  iMie  Douglas  democracy,  for 
sustaining  the  law  as  pronounced  by  the  highest  ju- 
didal  aothorify  of  the  country.  ....  Sad 
araat  be  the  cooditloa  of  any  oovatiy  when  aa  ap- 
peal can  be  taken  fVom  judicial  decisions  to  excited 
popular  elections  ]  Un<ier  our  free  govonment  all 
eitiaeaa  are  eqml  below  die  law.  The  law  and  the 
law  slone  is  their mii^ter.  V.'hi  ti  this  i^  li  rr'L.'ardcd 
and  defied  by  excited  and  exaeperatvU  popular  ma- 
jorittea,  aaardiy  and  eoaAMtfltt  noet  be  ti»  {Herit- 
able consequence.  Public  and  private  rights  are  mo 
rifioed  to  the  madiwae  of  the  hour.  The  Oovem- 
raebt  itaelf  beoomee  b«ilpieM  far  their  proteoUoti,  and 
to  avoid  such  evils  history  has  taujfht  us  that  the  peo- 
ple will  at  last  seek  refuge  in  the  anas  of  daipotisni. 
Let  all  ftee  go  tofBateata  In  Ailura  tbnea  profit  by 
our  example.  Let  them  take  warning  that  the  late 
diaaatroua  civil  war,  u^^natiflable  aa  it  was,  would 
most  probably  never  hsra  exiated,  had  Bot'  the 


Speakhig  of  the  tlueata  of  floofh  Chroliiia  and 

others  that  they  would  ecoede,  if  Mr.  Lincoln  were 
j  elected,  and  of  papers  like  the  N.  T.  Trikumf  crying 
out,  "  Lot  theaa  go,"  **wo  «att  do  beMer  widMmt 
them  ; "  and  the  like ;  Mr.  R  goes  on  to  say : — 

In  addition  to  all  these  con.<dderationa,  the  per- 
sistent refusal  of  Congraas,  from  the  first  until  the 
last  hour  of  the  session  of  1860,  '61,  to  take  a  aingle 
step  in  preparing  for  armed  resistance  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  served  to  confirm  the  cotton  states 
in  the  opinion  that  they  might  ** depart  in  peace." 
The  people  of  the  cotton  states,  unfortunately  for 
themselves,  were  also  iafatua(«4  with  the  belief,  until 
the  Tvcy  UHt  moment,  that  in  case  they  ahoidd  aeoede 
they  would  be  snstainnd  hj  a  large  portion,  if  not 
the  whole  democratic  party  of  the  North.  They 
vainly  iaaagiBed  that  thia  parly,  which  had  mala- 
taiued  their  constitutional  rights  whilst  they  r»- 
mained  in  the  Union,  would  aostais  them  in  rebel- 
1km  aftv  tiitf  badgoneootof  It.  btfiladeitotoa 
they  were  also  grently  cncoiirnjrf'^l  by  Bynipatliy  imd 
support  from  tnflueatial  and  widely  circulated  antt- 
repuhttoaa  jonnab  to  the  Kortii,  and  eapeeiaUy  In 
the  city  of  New  York.  T1  wh?  in  vnin,  therefore, 
that  the  late  Pnaident  warned  them,  as  he  often  did, 
agafaMtMad^nrfoii.  KwtofaiTilnbeainifBdthem 

that  the  first  cannon  fired  against  either  Fort  IM  nil- 
trie  or  Foit  Sumter  would  arouse  the  indignant 
spiiii  of  Hm  Koifh,  wvald  beat  aU  poHtieal  divisloM 
amongst  the  northern  people,  and  would  unite  tbem 
as  one  man  in  rappevt  of  a  war  reodered  ioeritable 
by  such  aa  aol  of  lebdUoA 
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hi  this  peril  noa  ootufittoB  of  the  oonntrj  It  would 

scarcely  he  bolievefl,  vr-rf^  it  nrl-  demonstrated  by 
the  record,  that  CoagreM  deliberately  reAiKd, 
tluotigfaont  the  entire  see^on,  to  pMs  any  act  or  mo- 
lution  cUlicr  to  prest-rve  the  Union  by  pc.iccful  nu-as- 
orefl^  or  Airnish  the  President  or  his  saccesaur  with  a 
utifftuy  (bnoe  to  tvpd  any  attadc  wUeh  ntglit  be 
made  by  tbe  cotton  stattn.  It  ncitber  did  flie  one 
thing  nor  tbe  other.  It  neither  presented  the  oUto 
ImDch  wtr  tbt  iword.  Ml  history  proToe  that  inao- 
tion  in  aqcih  M  emergency  is  the  wont  possible  pol- 
icy, and  can  nercr  stay  the  tide  of  rerolation.  On 
tbe  contrary,  it  affords  the  straoigait  e&couraf(emeat 
to  reljellion.  Tbe  Mqiici  wiU  fiwra  tfw  MOMtoeM 
«f  these  opiniom. 


IL-~BOUTa  CAROLINA'S  ADDBB83  TO  THB 
SLAYB-HOLDINO  8TATB& 

Citizens  of  the  551ftvc-holdin<j  Sfcites  of  the  United 
Btateal  Circumstances  beyond  our  control  hare 
placed  vs  fa  the  Tin  ef  flie  gnat  eontioveny 

between  the  northern  and  southern  states.  Wo 
would  bare  ptefemd  that  other  states  should  bare 
acmBed  the  porftloB  we  now  oocupy.  Tndepeiidflnt 
ourselTCS,  we  disclaim  any  desig^n  or  dcsm'  to  Iwid 
the  oooosels  of  the  other  soatbern  states.  Prorid- 
ence  has  east  mir  lot  together,  by  extending  orer  ua 
an  identity  of  pursuits,  interests  and  institution"!. 
South  Carolina  dedrea  no  destiny  separate  from 
youra>  To  be  one  of  a  gt«at  daYe^holdfaigr  eoaftdet^ 
acy,  stretching  its  arms  over  a  territory  larj^cr  than 
aoy  power  ia  Surope  possesses— with  a  population 
foiirtiBMigieatBrthanfliatof  Che  whole  United  States 
wb«n  thcf  aeUered  their  independence  of  tbe  British 
Eaipii»~-witb  productions,  which  make  our  exist- 
ence more  important  to  tbe  worid  than  any  other 
people  inhabittigH^wlthooniwni  lartltBtioas  to 
defend,  and  common  dangera  to  encounter— we  aak 
your  sympathy  and  confederation.  Whilst  eoDstitu- 
ting  a  portion  of  the  United  States  it  bos  been  yovr 
statesmanship  wbioh  has  guided  it  in  its  mighty 
strides  to  power  and  expanrioa.  In  the  Held  and  in 
fhooahinet,  you  have  le<i  the  way  to  its  renown  and 
grandeur.  You  have  loved  tbe  Union,  in  whose 
senrioe  your  g^t  statosroen  hare  labored,  and  your 
great  soldiers  bare  fooght  and  conquered — not  for 
the  material  benefits  it  conferred,  but  with  the  faith 
of  a  g«nerous  and  devoted  chivalry.  You  have  long  ' 
lingeretl  iu  hope  over  the  shatt^ed  nneine  of  a 
broken  Constitutioii.  Compromise  after  compromise 
formed  by  your  concessions,  has  been  tramp.ed  under 
foot  by  your  nortliem  confedcrntcs.  All  fraternity 
of  fetsling  between  the  North  and  the  South  is  lost,  or 
has  been  converted  into  hate,  and  we  of  tbe  South 
are  at  last  driven  together,  to  the  elm  iliitlnj 
which  controle  the  eziateooeifttatioB&    .    .    .  . 

nits  or 


[Bk.  m 

AD  we  deaund  of  oOier  peoplce  b  to  k  trf  olraeto 

work  oirf  nt:r  own  high  destinies.  I'tv']  rl  foi;ether, 
and  we  must  be  tbe  moet  independent,  as  we  are 
among  the  meet  important  of  the  natioos  of  tiie 
world,  f  nited  together,  and  we  require  no  other 
instrument  to  conquer  peace  than  our  beoeflceot 
piodBctfoiM.  Uniled  together  and  we  rantt  be  a 
great,  frm,  and  prosperous  people,  whose  rcr:  \  n 
must  epiead  throughout  tbe  civilized  world,  and 
fMMS  down,  we  trust,  to  the  remotest  ages.  We 
n.sk  you  to  join  OS  in  Ibnni^g  •  Ooofbdseacy  of 
Slave^Ml^ag  StatoB. 


ni.— DECLARATION  AS  TO  SECESSION. 

Tjis  people  of  the  State  of  South  Carolina,  in 
OOUTOntion  aiwcmblcd.  on  tlio  -2t>th  of  April,  a.d. 
1863,  declared  that  the  frequent  violations  of  th« 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  by  tbe  Federal 
gonmnient,  and  its  •aaoachmenti  npon  Um  iiuiuii- 
cd  right'^  of  fTm  states,  fully  justified  this  state  in 
tfaeu  withdrawing  irora  tbe  Federal  Union  ;  but  in 
defoenee  to  the  opinions  end  wishes  of  the  other 
slave-holding  st-itcs,  .'ihe  foreborc  at  that  time  to  ex 
erdae  this  right   Since  that  time  tltese  oicroach 
menta  have  continoed  to  hicreflse,  and  Anther  for- 
bearance cesfies  to  I  r  n  virtue.    And  now  the  Stat* 
of  South  Carolina  having  resumed  her  scparato  and 
equal  place  among  nations,  deems  ft  doe  to  hend^ 
to  the  remaining  riiitiM:!  States  of  Atni  rici.  and  to 
the  nations  of  the  world,  that  she  should  declare  tbe 
immeJIoto  cnoMS  which  hsT»  ted  to  &Sa  act  .  . 

We  maintain  that  in' every  compact  hehrorn  two 
or  more  parties  the  obligation  is  mutual ;  timt  tbe 
failure  of  one  of  tbe  contracting  parties  to  perform  a 
material  part  of  tbe  agreement,  entirelj  lelnein  the 
rtMigrttions  of  the  other ;  and  where  no  ttfbiter  is 
provided,  each  party  ia  remitted  to  bis  own  judg- 
ment to  detttmine  tbe  ftotof  &ilure  with  all  ita 
cooscquuncce.   In  the  present  rase  tbe  fact  is  estal> 
lisbed  with  certainty.  We  assert  that  fourteen  of  the 
United  States  hare  ddlbtistely  i^taaed  Ibr  ytanpak 
to  frilfil  their  Constitutional  obligation!, and  WO  refer 
to  their  own  etatates  for  tbe  prooC  .  .  ,  .  .  . 
Wo,  tbeveftra,  the  people  of  Boath  CaroOna,  by 

onr  dclegate.s  in  convention  assembled,  appealing  to 
the  Supreme  Judge  of  the  world  for  tbe  rectitude  of 
I  our  intentions,  hkn  adennly  dedarad  that  tiio 
Union  heretofore  existing  between  this  bUitc  and 
tbe  other  states  of  North  America  i«  dissolved,  and 
that  Hio  Btata  of  Sovdi  Oanllna  has  raanmod  her 
poaitioo  among  tbe  nations  of  the  world,  as  a  Kcpu- 
rate  and  independent  state,  with  full  power  to  levy 
war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliancoi^  eatabUah 
commeitTie,  and  do  all  otber  acts  and  f  hinga  wUeih 
independent  states  may  of  light  do. 
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